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What is NFIB?  

The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) is 

New York and the Nation’s leading small business advocacy 

organization.  Headquartered in Nashville, Tennessee and 

with a significant  presence in Washington D.C. and in every 

state capitol across the country, NFIB truly is the voice of 

small business.  

 

 

As a member driven organization, the public policy platform we promote is directly tied to the interests and 

voice of our members. NFIB is not an organization driven by big business.  

 

 60% of NFIB members have 5 or fewer employees.  

 55% of NFIB members report gross sales of $350,000 or less.  

NFIB is proud to represent Main Street and work with lawmakers on both sides of the aisle to create an economic 

environment that fosters the growth of small business.  

 

Why does small business matter to New York State? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small business employees 

_______________ 

More than  

3 million  

 

Workforce employed 

by small business 

_________________ 

Over 40%  

NFIB’s mission is to protect and promote the right of business 

owners to own, operate and grow their business. 

Small business employers 

_____________ 

516,000 

 

Small business make 

up 98% of all  

businesses in the 

state  
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NFIB/NY is asking lawmakers and other leaders to recognize the important contributions small business makes to 

our communities and our state every day.  

 

Please pledge today to stand up for over 10,000 members of NFIB and support the 

legislative priorities outlined in this agenda.  

 
The survival of New York’s small businesses depends on you to make a commitment to:   
 
 Reduce Taxes  
 Implement Necessary Regulatory Reform 

 Sensibly Regulate Products 

 Lower Energy Costs 

 Lawsuit Reform 

 Support Smart Infrastructure Policies 

 Reject New Mandates  

                          SIGN THE PLEDGE  

X________________________________________ 

http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/pledge-your-support-for-small-business 

A Message from NFIB/NY State Director  

Michael Durant 

Pledge You Support for Small Business 

Dear Lawmaker - 

The National Federation of Independent Business is New York’s leading small business   

advocacy organization, representing more than 10,000 small and independent businesses 

across our state.  As you return to Albany, we strongly encourage you to consider the role 

Main Street plays in your district.  The economic and philanthropic impact small employers 

have in the communities you are privileged to represent.  The issues and themes presented in 

this document should serve as a road map for you as you consider a myriad of legislation 

over the next year.   

Public policy has a profound impact on the viability of small business.  Small employers lack 

confidence that the complex barriers they face will be taken seriously in Albany.  They have 

felt the adverse impact of recent labor cost increases.  They watched major tax reform passed 

in 2014 that largely excluded them.  The challenges small business face are constantly  

evolving and growing every year.  It is time to restore the confidence of Main Street.  

Each of you has the opportunity to be a leader for small business, to stand up for Main Street 

and work with NFIB to strengthen our present and future economy through broad economic 

development and tax reform.  Consider our organization as the voice of small business and a 

resource for you throughout the upcoming legislative session.  We congratulate your recent 

electoral   success and look forward to working with you to implement this strategy for Main 

Street success. 
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Reduce Taxes 

TAX 

RE-

FORM  

 

46th Property Tax Rate 

 

31st Unemployment 

Insurance Rate 

 

40th Sales Tax Rate 

 

49th Overall  

Business Climate 

New Yorkers face some of the highest state and local tax rates in the nation, with 

small business owners often bearing a large burden.  The Tax Foundation’s State 

Business Climate Index consistently ranks New York State as one of the worst  

in the nation.  

 

NFIB supports broad tax reform that will provide both relief and 

clarity for Main Street.  

 

A plan for broadly reducing taxes should include the following components:  

 Make the property tax cap permanent 

 Lower personal income taxes for small business owners 

Make the property tax cap permanent– In 2011, NFIB/NY strongly supported capping year-to-year property 

tax increases at 2%. The current tax cap, set to sunset in 2016, has effectively helped local government control  

spending and adopt efficiencies. NFIB/NY urges lawmakers and the Governor to make the property tax cap permanent 

to ensure that families, farms and businesses can afford to  stay in New York.  

Lower personal income taxes– Approximately 75% of small business owners pay their business taxes 

through personal income tax. NFIB/NY supports personal income tax reductions as a means to increase 

resources that can be used to create jobs and grow small business.  

Reject tax, toll and fee increases– New York cannot revert to the “tax and spend” ways of its past if it is 

to restore its reputation as being business-friendly or competitive with neighboring states. Specifically, 

NFIB/NY encourages lawmakers and the Governor to explore the use of existing funds and complete an  

independent audit to find potential areas of savings at the Thruway Authority before increasing any tolls. 

Repeal the MTA Payroll Tax– NFIB/NY recommends full repeal of the payroll tax and urges the state to 

reject any proposed capital plans that would make the payroll tax a permanent source of financing.       

Although the tax code overhaul agreement of 2011 exempted small businesses with less than $312,000 in 

payroll per quarter, many small businesses still need relief from the onerous tax.  

Require Fiscal Notes– NFIB/NY supports legislation that would require fiscal notes on bills that would 

financially impact any political subdivision. Fiscal notes help lawmakers make informed decisions about 

legislation that would increase costs on small businesses and taxpayers.  

Eliminate the 18a energy assessment– NFIB/NY members consistently rate energy costs as among their 

top concerns. While the state has approved an accelerated phase-out of the 18a energy assessment,  

NFIB/NY recommends the immediate and full repeal of the tax and supports legislation to refund  

taxpayers overcharged by the Public Service Commission.  

 Reject tax, toll and fee increases 

 Repeal the MTA Payroll Tax 

 Require fiscal notes with legislation impacting local government and taxpayers 

 Eliminate the 18a energy assessment and issue refunds for overpayment 

Reduce Taxes 
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More than 750,000 state government regulations on the books in New York 

State put businesses and industries at a disadvantage to competitors in other 

states. With compliance costs estimated at over $250 billion, large and small 

businesses alike have reduced capital to grow and some even often struggle 

with cash flow for day to day operations like cash flow and benefits.  

Red-tape strangles New York’s businesses, and reform is  

critical to re-empowering small business owners.   

 

 

NFIB/NY supports the following ways to address sensible regulatory reform:   

 Adopt the American Medical Association guidelines and the implementation of the American College of Occupational and 

Environmental Medicine Treatment protocols to improve consistency and reduce Workers’ Compensation insurance costs 

 Reduce paperwork associated with Regulation 60 of New York State Insurance Law 

 Eliminate the $9 bi-annual Department of State filing fee for business corporations and LLCs 

 Use regional sales tax indexes  to calculate sales tax due when records are inadequate or unavailable 

 Repeal the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 

 Create a statewide agribusiness regulatory review committee 

 Repeal the $50 penalty to file a late sales tax form when no tax is due 

 Reform the SEQRA process with the goal of expediting the review process to create necessary jobs faster. Focus on      

transparency and definitive timelines.  

Sensible Product Regulation 
 

NFIB/NY encourages the sensible regulation of products, 

especially those used in manufacturing. NFIB/NY supports 

managing risks associated with some products to  

minimize adverse environmental, health and safety  

impacts.  More than a dozen consumer product safety laws 

and regulations are in place at the federal level to ensure 

the proper design and management of products.  

Unilateral product bans absent sound scientific evidence 

pose a threat to jobs across many industries and the  

sustainability of many manufacturing companies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Approve safe natural gas drilling to produce jobs, 

provide tax revenue and create induced benefits for 

small business 

 Eliminate the 18a assessment  

 Phase out the Systems Benefit Charge 

 Allow for increased storage and transportation of 

liquefied natural gas 

Implement Regulatory Reform 

Reduce Energy Costs 

 

NFIB/NY members consistently rank energy costs among 

their top concerns. The following measures would lower 

energy costs and provide relief to small business and  

taxpayers: 

 

* Approve safe natural gas drilling to produce jobs,  

provide tax revenue and create induced benefits for small 

business 

* Eliminate the 18a assessment 

* Phase out the systems benefit charge 

* Allow for increased storage and transportation of  

    liquefied natural gas 

*  Support the Constitution Pipeline Project 
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New York City and Albany consistently rank among the top 5 judicial hellholes in the country by the American Tort Reform   

Association.  NFIB/NY supports the following reforms to reduce business costs associated with litigation: 

 

Scaffold Law Reform– New York is the only state in the country that has a strict liability standard for gravity related accidents. 

NFIB/NY strongly supports the adoption of a comparative negligence standard to balance worker safety while allowing businesses 

to have their day in court. 

Trespasser Liability Reform– New York is one of a minority of states that holds a land owner responsible for injuries to any 

reasonably foreseeable entrants on property including unwanted trespassers.  

NFIB/NY also advocates for sensible reform to the practice of Lawsuit Lending, Interest on Judgments, Fair Share Liability, 

Non-Economic Damages and Contingency Fee Limits. 

Oppose paid leave mandates.  

Oppose local control of minimum wage.  

Oppose the expansion of prevailing wage requirements. 

Oppose factory-style farm labor mandates.  

Oppose increasing the tipped worker wage.  

Small business owners have a personal and vested interest in their company. Whether operating a multi-generational business or a 

start up venture, small business owners recognize that employees are their greatest asset and will help determine the company’s  

success or failure. They seek trustworthy, reliable employees and do their best to retain valuable workers by meeting employees’ 

needs.  

 

NFIB/NY supports small business owners’ ability to offer flexible accommodations that meet the unique needs of employer-

employee relationships in small business. An estimated 96% of small business owners already offer flexible working hours for  

employees when necessary, and 75% offer some form of paid sick leave. Expanding labor mandates will increase the amount of 

paperwork and money a small business owner must spend to comply, adversely impacting other benefits offered and/or the ability to 

grow their business and add new jobs.  

Reasonable Labor Accommodations 

“I can’t absorb more costs. More than half my 

costs already are labor, and I can’t go with less 

staff. It would hurt my business. It could put 

me out of business.”  

—Restaurant Owner, Albany, NY 

30 employees 

Support Lawsuit Reform 

 

Oppose Comparable Worth—NFIB/NY also opposes   

comparable worth legislation, which would open employers up 

to litigation. Comparable worth proposals suggest equal pay for 

jobs determined to be of comparable skills or value, regardless 

of experience or demand for the skills. The Department of  

Labor would set criteria and methodology for determining  

wages, and employers could be subject to lawsuits challenging 

whether or not they applied the correct worth to different jobs.  
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Support Smart Infrastructure Policies Reject New Mandates 

 

NFIB/NY is a proud member of the Let New York Work 

coalition, which works to advance an aggressive mandate 

relief agenda.  

 

NFIB and Let New York Work have been calling for 

meaningful mandate relief to ensure that school districts 

and municipalities have the fiscal flexibility necessary to 

sustain the property tax cap put in place in 2011. As we 

call for the property tax cap to be made permanent, it is 

more important than ever before that Albany addresses the 

underlying reasons of the fiscal peril our schools and  

communities face.  

 NO NEW MANDATES 

 Adopt legislation requiring the Governor to submit a 

mandate relief plan to the legislature and requiring 

approval/rejection or revision of unfunded mandates 

 Freeze step increases when public employee contracts 

expire 

 Establish minimum health care contributions for  

public employees and retirees 

 Appoint the Health Care Quality Cost and             

Containment Commission to review healthcare     

mandates 

 Support legislation to bring neutrality into public   

construction projects by accepting the lowest bid         

regardless of PLAs 

 Reform WICKS Law 

 Reform the Scaffold Law 

 

In recent months, there has been discussion in Albany 

about how to best use the estimated $5 billion in bank  

settlement money the state collected in 2014.  

 

NFIB/NY encourages using this money to invest in  

infrastructure, reducing the need to borrow or increase tolls 

to pay for projects like the construction of the new Tappan 

Zee Bridge. 

 

NFIB/NY also supports the following proposals to  

improve New York’s infrastructure:  

 

 Expand and make permanent design-build, single 

bid contracting, as a means to deliver projects faster 

and more cost  effectively 

 Create a state Infrastructure Bank to oversee  

coordination and development of projects   

 Reject Project Labor Agreement mandates that 

exclude merit shop and independent contractors,  

thereby limiting competition and driving up costs 

  Reform WICKS Law, which requires local  

governments to contract separately for electrical, 

plumbing and HVAC of a certain threshold dollar 

amount 

 Reform the Scaffold Law (see page 6) 

 Increase broadband internet access  

 

 

~ NFIB~ 100 State Street, Suite 1010 ~ Albany, NY 12207 ~(518) 434-1262~ 

www.facebook.com/NFIB  

@nfib or @mpdurant  


