Scorecard WHAT'S GOOD AND BAD FOR SMALL BUSINESS?
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The U.S. House voted twice
this year to permanently
increase small business
expensing to $500,000
annually, indexed to
inflation. Both measures
passed overwhelmingly,
first as a stand-alone vote

The Department of

Labor issued $500,000 in
grants to Massachusetts,
Montana, Rhode Island
and Washington, D.C., to
study the impact of paid
leave programs. This issue
could have a negative

FICO overhauled its credit
scoring methodology to
weigh medical debt much less
heavily than in the past. This

effect on small businesses
that cannot afford to
guarantee paid leave.

has already proven beneficial
for small business owners,
whose personal credit scores
can be intertwined with their

in June and then as part of
a broader bill in September.
The Senate has yet to vote
on the House bill or pass a

businesses. similar measure.
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Between 2000 and 2010, one standard deviation
rise in student loan debt reduced the creation of
new small businesses with one to four employees
by 25 percent, according to research by the Federal
Reserve and Penn State University. Because small
businesses account for 99 percent of all businesses,
these findings could have a long-term impact.




