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The in eaot battle-cry 1 ' le Michigan:" the unb Go ere 

of 1 eaota, on their y to a cham ionahip, were out to br ak a jinx of 

41 y ra. hardy ba d of olverinea with a record of. __ victories and 

1 atoo in the path. 

On Frid y afternoon, aft r a lona ov rni ht train ride fr Ann Arbor 

to ri 1 tadi w work d out thuaiaatically. With Head Coach Harry 

Kipk to for at the early·• abfortune, a o d little 

outw rd a preh aion of Min eaota'a r putatio aa a bone•crua in at 

roll r. apeet, yea. Fear, no. d hi h re ar for the 

• football abilitl • of 11· ricana Bill ev n, uteh 

Lar on, Pu& Lund and the ot era o t e atar•atud ed squ d. But, 

un unt d by th predicted pros ta of t could happ to ua th follow-

1n& day before a r or -br ak of 60,0 0 fans. 

That 1934 University of ichi t had a thin& otna for it. We 

int ded to keep it that • y. Minnesota had failed to d feat a Wolverine 

club at h sine 1892, d had not acored on Michl ai ce 1929. 

Co ch rni Bi rman was reported aa f rful of Michigan, d spite the 

poor r ord d pil d up. H told the preaa he r bared Michl an aa 

al ya playin h •up football r dy to take advanta e of any break. 

at assuredly e re not ov r-confid t with a bad record early in 

t e • eon. But, ltv up to Bernie 11 '• description of 

t d ppened to revioua in eaota ball cluba playi Mic 1 an 
• 
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up fo~ it wit hla fabuloua unti ka to J 'a ins boota, 

eaota ap t at of the fir at half to ita owo territory. Aa U.ne­

backera, Ced weet d 1 ha a rv ed time etto the crvahto offen• 

atve r a of Mt aaota'a fleet and powerful kfiald. 

en the lf ded, a rapidly-tlrta t troo ad to th eaatng 

r • ut, ur apirlta re hi h d could aee a oaai le victory•• 

or tie--in ai t. lt'a a aood thto 

future~ 

e can • t aee accurately toto t • 

rly in the a o d half Gopbera really turned on the power. 

a ato e at t e 1 -yard lin and e ecai unted The firat aaaault 

35 yard• to 1 ua a t orary aafety the at roller 

t toto action. M eaota 110ve with calaulat d • e d to aco~e with 

d in at of the work b bind a bard-cbargln Un • aaa 

ted drive. The acor board wae to et aier •• the afternooo 

wore on. 

Mioneaota' • • d touc down waa t r .. ul t of a tlaahln • daazllna 

76-yard run by 1 onse on the • on play after kick-off. Th swift• 

footed eaota 

aecon ry. 

e t 1rd touc 

led aro d left end, cut back, eluded the 

t h fro. bah d. 

-· ••t ·- pinpointe a t t t 

w t out on the one-yar Une. We couldn't et rolltoa and eca1 fr 

be in our aoal ltoe who ed one out to our 34-yard atripa. Lund f11 p d 

a bullet •• 33 yerda to urice Jo eon, a aubatltute d, wbo alipp 

to to acore. At that tnt 1o the ball Ktoneaota bad a rfect paaa-

ln erfo ce••fo for four. 
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With Lund on the b ch takin a br k, hie r l.ac<aD41to t Boa e 

rae d Sl yards aro d 1 t d acoriD uota' a fourt to do 

after Clarkaoo bad advanced t ball to d our oal-11De to midfield 

a 28-yard ac er. Clar on a atop e by our uartuback Ferrie 

J o d a vicious, bone· jarrtn tackle, one of y eat 

de urtna that disastrous sec half. lacked 

1D t·-140 pounda••he re than ma e up 1n spirit, cour e 

at ion. On o e lay h tackle bi& loa ao bar t aopho• 

r star play r bad to b tak fr the • 

Using strai t, arind-' -out football. with r u ra o t e 

b ncb nd the rea rvea ettln a ba ti of fire, Minnesota at ped 

us vtn 60 yards to score the a abort 4-yard run. 

The acor board told art o tb story of what d t t ftar• 

noon in ri 1 Stadt • Minna ota'a 34 to 0 victory t e 41-year 

jinx. d a Michl t bad e acore on by the Go hera for the 

first t since 1929. 

ven th atatiatica fail d t 11 th ole tory of M ch • a 

d f t. e re outruah d 314 to 17 yards. Ue u ta c leted 

four pass att ta for 82 yards, Michl toea • c ect twice in 

aev tr1 for 5 yards. Tb cold fi e showed, however, the effective• 

••• of Be ai'a effective punti • e averaged 4 yar a a boot! 

t tb scoreboard d atatlattca faile to rev 1 a the deter· 

of t... tea-----bt Matt Patt elli pl yin 1• ftn .. t at 

left- d' Jo Vier lver at o e t kle taktn a a 11ack1n yet diahtn& 

it o t; 8111 ld br d plu in the a at left uard; 111 
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doin the • o the oth r aid of the line, tin ldin hie 

d pl ytn his hea t out in the rt t la alot; Wtllia 

rd paaa tt tly alip in a y fr aota def ae; 

stout little r rris J t kltn with cour e d cal in the 

playa; itey u sl throu h play fter lay at leftbalf; ai 

cal ly p tin us out o dan er; at red-do 1n all afte~ooo. 

Mayb t Go hers 1d ' 11 t aft .core 

1ndicatea. t t .. at, a ucc a. A8 the 

a rtswrit a r fl th scor llli ht r uc d if ic:bi • • 

ts er rs. 

Th lv rlne 11 tir d out 1n the •-'-"' lf, .. t 

re till tr; in a rts r rt ra aald. 

odds, ich ia e of t 

lthou b 1 an d 

rticul r 1a 

y 1 aeon playin foot 11, 

a tb final x • rou , but tt red 

with fly1n color • We etr ted that 

had tri d to t b us-----never sto tryin , 

a job with t e o • 

rry K1 ka, cNC of the 1934 t ••t d 

d atrated at Mtnn sot • ·~tv all you bav , 

ter-·and with the • id.t••of th ulea." 

alltaa tbts , I r r 
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't b 
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rei of tackUD 
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stu ts d Arbor 
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po rful Minnesota Goph r•-··a t 

with a t1 n l c p1o ship cro • 1t alao a d strati 

1 aure of ua throu t y ra for ott 

s 1c 1 an, Ue coachin& at Yale d 

of 

• 

ftn1ah1n lav acb ol, d rin vy • vic 1n orld ar 11, d 

r1n 16 y 1n the rou le rld of polit1ce 1 often 

800 

tbou ht of tb rln d aft r t t 1n 1934. 

allin t haa y t fac a tou sit 1on, take 

ctio d osalble d pit 

Tb k to my footb ll exp ri ce, 1 kn th valu of t •pl y. 

It is, I b 11 v • on of the 

p tic d 1n our Uv 

t rta t aona to b 1 med d 

I 



For University of Michigan "This I Remember" series 
in 1965 football program 

By Gerald R. Ford 

The campus battle-cry was "Mangle MichiganJ." The unbeaten Gophers of 
1 

Minnesota, on their w~ to a championship, were out to break a jinx of 

41 years. A hardy band of Wolverines with a record of victories and 

_____ defeats stood in the path. 

~ 
On .r! riday afternoon, after a long..-\ train ride from Ann Arbor to Memorial 

""*"',_,.-~-.+-s-tadium we worked~~mif.;{r~;);;Jrtion as a 

bone-crushing steam-roller. Respect, yes. Fear, no. We had high regard for 
/1 

to us the following day before a record-breaking homecoming c~d of 60,000 fans. 

That 1934 Univer~·ty of Michigan tean had something going for it. We 

intended to keep it that w~. Minnesota had failed to defeat a Wolverine 

club at home since 1892, and had not scored on Michigan since 1929. 

Coach Bernie Bierman was reported as fearftUl of Michigan, despite the 

poor record we ha.d piled up. He told the press he remembered Michigan as always 

playing heads-up football ready to take advcmtage of any break. 

4~ 
Cer~et~ were not over-confident with a bad record ear~ in 

~ /'4 ~ 
But, we hoped to live up to Biern:an 's description. 'l'here were 1predictions 

1 ,. ~ 

that our fullback Cedric Sweet and I at center would have a busy afternoon 

~~ 
backing up the 1'1ichigan line. \'Te faced the job of stopping the rushes of 

1 

Minnesota's fullback Baise, who made All-American in 1935~ and Kostka, a 

-more-
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sophomore replacement of great talent, and the sweeping runs of Lund and 

. 
righ"bhalf Alphonse. I don't know 3;)out Sweet, but I didn't sleep too well 

the night before the game. 

When we ran out to go through the pre-game drills before the might,y 

hozootmm crowd in Memorial Stadium Saturday afternoon, our spirits were 

bolstered by the sight and sound of l'lichigan 's famous "Fighting 10011 v~rsity 

Band. We had high hopes the musicians could play "The Victors" with real 

meaning when too ga.roo ended. 

The first half was a bitter surprise for the Minnesota fans and a bright 

beginning for the Wolverines. Not only were the Gophers out-played by a wide 

margin, but they almost were scored on early in the game. 

threw 

a pass to right-end Willis Ward, the great football and track star from 

futroit. Ward was wide open on the play that came off a fake place kick. 

Left-end Matt Patteneflli had set up the situation by blocking a Minnesota 

~ 
punt and recovering the pigskin on~ 16-y3rd line • 

Our hopes for scoring first sailed aw~ on the pass that Regeczi overthrew 

to 1-lard, who made a gallant and unsuccessful attempt to catch it. 

If Regeczi failed to make the grade on that pl~, he more than made up 

for it with Thanks to John's booming boots, Minnesota spent most 

of the first half in its own territory. As line-backers, Ced Sweet and I 

the crushing offensive runs of Minnesota's fleet and 

po1-rerful backfield. 

-moreO 
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When the half ended, a rapic:IJ..y-tiring Weil.verine team trooped to the 

dressing room. But, our spirits were high and we 

victory--or tie--in sight. It's a good thing one 

could see a possible 

can~to the futu. ... l 

Early in the second half the Gophers really turned on the power. The 

first assault was stopped at the 18-yard line and Regeczi punted 35 yards 

to give us ~Y margin. Then the steamroller t·rent into action. Minnesota 
A 

moved with calculated speed to score with Pug Lund doing most of the work 

behind a hard-charging line. One pass completed the drive. The scoreboard was 

to get busier as the afternoon wore on. 

Minnesota's second touchdown was the result of a slashing, dazzling 

76-yard run by Alphonse on the second play after kick-o • The swift-footed 

11innesota back wheeled around left end, cut back, eluded the secondary. Ward 

almost caught him from behind. 

'lhe third touchdorm was set up when .Lund pinpointed a punt thatw ont 

out on the one-yard line. We couldn 1 t get rolling and Regeczi from behind our 

goal line whopped one out to our 34-yard stripe. Lund flipped a bullet pass 

33 yards to Maurice J nson, a substitute end, who slipped in to score. -
At that point in the ballgame Minnesota had a perfect p ssing performance--

four for four. 

With Lund on the bench taking a break, his replacement Roscoe raced 51 

yards around right end scoring Minnesota's fonrth touchdown after Clarkson 

had advanced the ball toward our goal-line to midfield on a 28-yard scamper • 
...J 

Clarkson was stopped by our quarterback Ferris Jennings, who made a vicious, 

-more-
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bone-jarring tackle, one of ma~ great plays he made during that disastrous 

second half. What Jennings lacked in weight---140 pounds---he more than made 

up in spirit, courage and determination. On one play he tackled bil) Kostka so 

hard the sophomore star player had to be taken from the game. 

Using straight, grind-'em-out football, with the regulars on the bench 

and the reserves getting a baptism of fire, Minnesota stomped on us moving 

60 yards to score the fifth touchdmm on a short 4-yard run. 

The scoreboard told part of the story of what happened that afternoon 

in Memorial Stadium. Minnesota's 34 to 0 victory ended the 41-year jinx. And 

a Michigan team had been scored on by the Gophers for the first time since 

1929. 

Even the statistics failed to tell the whole story of Michigan's defeat. 

We were outrushed 314 to 17 yards. While Minnesota completed four pass 

attempts for 82 yards, Michigan tossers connected twice in seven tries 

for 65 yards. '1'he cold figures showed, however, the effectiveness of Regeczi's 

effective punting. He averaged 46 yards a bootJ 

What the scoreboard and statistics failed to reveal was the determination 

of ~ team-mates-----big Matt Pattenelli playing his finest at left-end; John 

Viergiver at one tackle taking a shellacking yet dishing it out; Bill 

Hildebrand plugging the gaps at left guard; Bill Borgman doing the same on the 

other side of the line; Captain Tom Austin holding his tean together m d 

playing his rea- t out in the right tackle slot; Willis Ward on pass patterns 

frequently slipping away from the f1innesota defense;: stout little Ferris 

Jennings tackling with great courage and calling the plays;, Whitey Aug 

-more-
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slamming through play after pl~ at lefthalf; Regeczi calmly punting us 

out of danger; and Sweet red-dogging all afternoon. 

Maybe the Gophers did "Mangle Michigan" that afternoon as the score 

indicates. At least, the Hom coming for them was a success. As the 

sportswri tars reflected, the score might have been reduced if Michigan's 

line replacements had been stronger and in greater numbers. 

1'he Wolverine forward wall rTas tired out in the second half, as the 

sports reporters said. But we were still tr,ying despite the overwhelming 

odds, which is one of the reasons this particular game is one I remember. 

Although we learned ma~ lessons playing football, the Minnesota game 

was the final exam. A proud, but battered Michigan tean passed it with 

flying colors. We demonstrated that we had learned what our coaches had 

trled to teach us -----never stop trying, and don't be afraid of tackling 

a job with the odds against you. 

Harry Kipke, coach of the 1934 team, best described lesson we 

"Give all you 

have, but give it within the letter--and within the spirit--of the rules." 

Recalling this game, I remember how the Michigan students and Ann Arbor 

to~mspeople met the team at the train Sunday afternoon. There was a rousing 

and spirited parade to the Union building headed by the l'lf.chigan Band. It 

was a meaningful tribute to the fight the Wolverines had put up against the 

powerful Minnesota Gophers---a team that finished an undefeated season with 

a national championship crown. It also was a demonstration of loyalty that 

-more-
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I'm sure none of us through the years has forgotten. 

Since graduating from Michigan, while coaching at Yal~ishing 

law school, during rv Navy service in World War II, and during 16 

years in tre rough-and-tumble world of politics I often ,_thought --
of the e ri nces before, during and after that game in 1934. Recalling 

them has helped DB many times to face a tough situation, take action an:i 

Thanks to 11\V football experience, I know the value of team-play. 

It is, I believe, one of the most important lessons to be learned and 

practiced in our lives. 

# # # 


