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The Ingathering Slorm 
of IXfationalism 

Isaiah Berlin, Carlos Fuentes, Yelena Bonner, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Federico Mayor 
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N.II.ill IVrlin PerKaps (Ac West's foremost political 

phiLmphcr, Sir Isaiah Berlin is a felluui at Ali Soui's 

Coiicge. Oxford. Bom in Riga, Latvia in 1909, he is 

auihirr of Kjrl Marx, Tht A^e of Enlightenment, 

Four Lssays on Lihcrty, aruf Vico and Herder. A sekc-

am uf Sir Isaiah's essays, entitied The Crtxjked Tim­

ber of Hisiorv: Ch;irters in the History of Ideas, was 

published in 1991. 

NPQ I According to Harold Isaacs, author 
of idols of the Tribe, today we are witnessing a 
"convulsive ingathering" of nations. Open eth­
nic warfare rages in Yugoslavia. The Soviet 
Union has been rent asunder by resurgent na­
tionalist republics. 

The new world order built from the rubble of 
the Berlin Wall has already gone the way of the 
Tower of Babel. ^X^at are the origins of nation­
alism.' Whence this ingathering storm.' 

Isaiah Berlin I The Tower of Babel was meant 
to be unitary in character; a single great building, 
reaching to the skies, with one language for 
everybody. 

The Lord didn't like it. 
There is, 1 have been told, an excellent He­

brew prayer to be uttered when seeing a monster: 
"Blessed be the Lxird our God, who introducest 
variety amongst Thy creatures." We can only be 
happy to have seen the Soviet Tower of Babel' 
collapse into ruin, dangerous as some of the 
consequences may tum out to be — I mean, a 
bitter clash of nationalisms. But, unfortunately, 
that would be nothing new. 

In our modem age, nationalism is not resur­
gent; it never died. Neither did racism. They are 

the most powerful movements in the world to­
day, cutting across many social systems. 

None of the great thinkers of the nineteenth 
century predicted this. Saint-Simon predicted 
the importance of industrialists and bankers. 
Fourier, who understood that if glass was made 
unbreakable there could be no business for the 
glazier, grasped the contradictions of capitalism. 
Karl Burchhardt predicted the military-indus­
trial complex. Not very much of what Marx 
predicted tumed out to be true, but the vitally 
important insight that technology transforms 
culture. Big Business and class conflicts are 
among its results. 

They all thought that the imperial regime of 
the great states was the central problem of the 
twentieth century. Once these tyrannical con­
glomerations— the British Empire, the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, the Russian Empire — were, 
together with colonialism, destroyed, the 
peoples under their heels would live peacefully 
together and realize their destiny in a productive 
and creative manner. Well, they were mistaken. 

Although most liberal philosophers of the 
nineteenth century opposed the cruel exploita­
tion of the dark masses by imperialism, in no case 
did any of them think that black, Indian, or 
Asian men could ever have states, parliaments, 
or armies — they were completely Eurocentric. 

That, I suspect, changed with the Russo-Japa­
nese war of 1904. The fact that an Asiatic nation 
defeated a great European power must have pro­
duced an electric shock in the minds of many 
Indians, Africans, and others, and given a great 
fillip to the idea of anti-imperialist self-assertion 
and national independence. In the twentieth 
century, no left-wing movement succeeded in 



Asia or Afr ica— in Indo-China, Egypt, Algeria, 

Syria, or Iraq — unless it went arm in arm with 

nationalist feeling. 

Non-aggressive nationalism is another story 

entirely, i trace the beginning of that idea to the 

highly influential eighteenth-century German 

poet and philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder. 

Herder virtually invented the idea of belong­

ing. He believed that just as people need to eat 

and drink, to have security and freedom of 

movement, so too they need to belong to a 

group. Deprived of this, they felt cut off, lonely, 

diminished, unhappy. Nostalgia, Herder said, 

was the noblest ofal l pains. To be human meant 

to be able to feel at home somewhere, with your 

own kind. 

Each fzroup, accordinp to Herder, has its own 

V'oi/cs^t'isi, or \"ati()nal;(;cist — ;i set of customs and 

1 lifcstyic, ;i w:iy of perceiving';ind behaving; that 

is of \;iltn.' .solely bec;iuse it is their own. The 

whole ol ciilttir:il life is shiipeJ from within the 

p;irticiil;ir stre;mi ol tradition that comes oif col­

lective historical experience shared only hy 

memhers ol the ^'roup. 

Thus one could not, lor example, fully undcr-

staiu! the |,'re:it Sc;indinavi:in sat;as unless one 

had onesell experienced (;is he did on his voyage 

to Enu'hind) ;i tjre.it tempest in the North Sea. 

I
Herder's ide:i of the n;ition was deeply non-

imzressive. .All he w:inteJ w;is cultural self-de-

erniin:iiioi"i. l ie tlenied the superiority of one 

people over another. Anyone who proclaimed it 

w;is sayini; sonieihmt; lal.se. Herder believed in a 

variety nt n;iiioii;il ciilliires, all of which could, 

in his \ iew. pe;icefiilly coexist. 

Eiicli etiimre w;is ei|ii;il in v;ilue and deserved 

its phice in liie sun. The vilhiins of history for 

Heriler were the nre;it conquerors such as 

.Alexander ihe Gre;it, Cae.s;ir, or Charlemapne, 

he cause they sciinped out niitive cultures. He did 

not live to see the hill effects of Nap<ileon's 

v ictories — hut smce they undermined the do­

minion ot the Holy Rom;)n Empire, he mipht 

have tort;iven hiin. 

Onl\ wli;ii vv;is unique had true value. This is 

why Herder ;il.-.ii opposed the French universal-

istv nl tlu" Enlii^hieniiieni. For hmi there were 

tew Ii^leles^ iriiilis: time :inLl pl;ice :ind social 

lie — wii:ii came in he called civil society — 

were e\"er\lliini.' 

NPQ I C">t cniirse. Herder'"' Vulksfieist became 

the Third Reich. 

And today, the Serbian Voiksgeist is at war 

with the Croatian Voiicsgeisr, the Armenians and 

the Azens have long been at it, and. among the 

Georgians and Russians — and even the Ukrai­

nians and the Russians — passions are stirring. 

What transforms the aspiration of cultural 

self-determination into nationalist a^tzression.' 

^"Berlin I I have written elsewhere that a 

wounded Voiicsgeist, so to speak, is like a hent 

twig, forced down so severely that when re­

leased, it lashes back with fury. Nationalism, at 

least in the West, is created by wciunds inflicted 

by stress. As for Eastem Europe and the former 

Soviet empire, they seem today to be one vast, 

open wound. After years of oppression .ind hu­

miliation, there is liable to occur a violent 

counter-reaction, an outburst of nation;il pride, 

often aggressive selt-;issertion. hy liher;i[ed n;i-

tions and their le;iders. 

Although 1 am not ;illowed to s:iy this to 

German histori;ins, I believe th;it Louis XIV w:is 

principally responsible for the bet;innint,'s of Ger­

man nationalism in the seventeenth cen(ur>". 

Nostalgia. Herder 
said, was ttie noblest 
ol all pains. To be 
human meant to be 
able to leel at home 
somewhere, with your 
own kind. 
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While ilie rL•̂ l " I Hun .pe — 11 ,ilv. Enulaiui. 

Si\im, iii«-" l.>iu ( .oiiiiiriev, .iKive :ili I ranee — 

experieiKfJ .1 MI:IUOIIII.eni reIl;ll^^.llKe in iri 

.ii:J iiiiHiL:lii. piihiK.il .ind inihi.irv power, ( ar-

iiKiiu. .liter i lu ' .lUe . ' I Purer, t'irunew;iLl. .ind. 

KeuJilni. Ix'^.iiiK' Wllh llie exi.epiioii ot arel)i-

leiiure, .1 rel.iii\'e Iviekwiiier. Tlie ( ierm.iii^ 

u ndeJ to Iv K Liked down upon hv tile Freneh . l ^ 

prov. iiK lal^. -iniple. •<iiL;hi ly i.'"inK.il. heer-Jnnk-

iiv.; vokeU. Iiier:ile hul unbilled. 

:\[ Iir--!, 1 here wa-. 11:11 iir.ilK Mil K h Illlll.iiion 111 

ihe I'rein-h. hul l.iier, . l ^ alwavv. there w;is .1 

re:Klioii. The plell^l>. .isked, "NX'llv noi he oiir-

seUe .̂' Whv Illlll.lie loreiunef-.' Lei file French 

h.i\'i.^ t luir ro\.il Louri--, i luir ^.llon^. woriJIv 

.ihhe-, MiLlier-, poei-, p:unlerv, ilu'ir einiMv i;lorv. 

|̂ .̂  . ill Jro^^. N'oihinu nl.llu•r^ ^,lve ;i lll.ln'^ rel;i-

11, ,11 lo hiM iwn Mini, lo t KI, lo iriie \ .llue^, whn.h 

.iri' ol ihe -pirii . ihe miuT lile. ( :hri-ii.in ir i i lh. 

Bv ihe liuC^ .1 pieli^i n.ilion.il i.oiiiiler mo\e-

menl w.i.Miiuler w.iv; ih i - w:l^ ihe -pirilu:!! iiiove-

iiienl in W I I K I I K.mi. I lerJer. 1 l.iiu.inn. ihe s;iues 

ol |•^l^l ^^u^-l.l. ijrew 1 ip. The piei i^i all iliide w;iv. 

"'We don'l re,|uire wh.il P.iriv oiler-, h i - :ill hnl 

worlhle-s. Onlv inner Ireevloiii, puriiv ol llie 

soul, ni;iiier." ll w,is .1 i^r.iiul torm ol MHir i:r;ipe-. 

Thill ivuhen n.n lon.ili-i -ell •i-'-erl ion het:in-. 

|\v 17-0 Thoiii:i.-ius. .1 minor C leriu;in ihinker. 

dared 10 ijive uiiiverMlv leemre- m his own 

toimue. in (. •|eriii;in. m^-ieiid i ' l L.itin. That w:is :i 

lUiijor viepariure. 

The eorrL"-ponihnL; eon-equeiiees ol the 

deeper (.lerin.in hiimili . i l ion-— troin the Napo-

leonie w;ir- lo ihe Tre;ilv ot \'er-,iille^- — .ire only 

t o o I l h \ H Ml>. 

Todiiv (."leoruian.-. .Arineni;m-;ind the rest are 

tryinu to recover their -uhnierued pasts, pushed 

into ihe haekuround hy the huue Russi;in impe-

ri;il power. Persecuted under St;ilin, Armeni;in 

;ind Geori^ian litemrure survived: Isakian and 

Y;ishvili were izitted poets: Pastern;ik'b transla­

tions of V;i: Psh.ivel.i and Tahid:e are wonderful 

rciidint: — hut when Rihhentrop went to see 

Stalin in 1939, he presented him with a German 

translation of the twelfrh-centur\" Geeirgian epic 

The R'nig/it in the Tl.qer Skin hy Rustaveli. Who, in 

the West, knew of later masterpieces? 

Sooner or Inrpr rh -̂ [-•^^l-l-.^k n^vrypi y.'jr|^ irre-

pressihle force. People tire nf h^-im- -innr noon. 

ordered ;ihout hy a superior nation, a superior 

class, or ;i superior :inyone. Sooner or later they 

ask the n;ition;ilisf questions: "Why do we have 

Sooner or later, the 

tiacklasn comes with 

irrepressitile lorce. 

People lire of being 

sp.it upon, ordered 

aboul by n superior 

nation, a superior class 

or n superior anyone. 

to oht"y them.'" "Wh;it rii^hi h:ive ihev. . '" 

"Wh;it ;iKuit Us.'" "Why e:in t we . . . .'" 

NPQ I Al l these he"nt iwiys in revolt may h;ive 

hn:illy overturned the ideoloi;ie:il world order. 

The explosion of lhe Soviet system in;iv he the 

last act of deconstrtictiiin of the EnliLihtenment 

ide;ils of unity, iiniver.s;ilily, ;ind liher:il r:ition:il-

isin. That's :ill hnito now. 

Berlin I I think th;ii rh;ii is true. 

And Rii.ssi;i is ;m ;ippropriaie pkiee 10 i l l i i i i i i -

n;ife the misapprehensions ot the lutniere.s. 

Most Ru.ssian westernirers who tollowed the 

eighteenth-century French thinkers :idmired 

them hecau.se they stood up to the chiireh, 

stood up to re.iction;iry tendencies, stoo>.l up to 

fate. Volt;iire and Roiis.se:iii were heroes because 

they enlisted re;ison. :ind the riuhi to Ireedoin, 

;iv;ainst reactitin. 

But even the r;idic;il writer, Alcx:inder I ler:en, 

my hero, never ;iccepied, fnr^jtiimple", C.'ondor-

cet's chums ro know;ihle, limeless truths, hie 

thoiiclu the idea of coniiiuioiis prot̂ ress ;in illu­

sion, ;md protested ;iuain.st the new idokiiries, the 

siihstitiite for hum;in .s:icritice — :ihsir:ictions, 

like the iiniver.s;il class, or the infillihie |i;irty, or 

f the m;irch of history; the victimi:;ifion ot rhe 

present for the .s;ike of :in tinknow:ihle — tin ure, 

th;it would le;id to some h;irmoni(itis solution. 

Herzen reu;irded ;iny dedic;ition ro ;ibstract 

unity ;ind univers;ility with ure;it suspicion. For 

him, England w;is Ent^land, Fnince was Frince, 

Russia was Russia. The differences neither could 

I nor should be flattened out. The ends of lite were 

1 life itself. 

For Herzen, as for Herder and the eit;hteenth-

century Italian philosopher Giambattista Vico, 

cultures were incommensurable. It follows, 

though they do not spell it out, that the pursuit 

of total harmony, or the perfect state, is a fallacy, 

and sometimes a fatal one. 

Of course, nobody believed in universality 

more than the Marxists: Lenin, Trotsky, and the 

others who triumphed saw themselves as dis­

ciples of the Enlightenment thinkers, corrected 

and brought up to date by Marx. 

If one were to defend the general record of 

communism, which neither you nor I would be 

willing to do, it would have to be defended on 

the basis that Stalin may have murdered forty 

million people — but at least he kept national­

ism down and prevented the ethnic babel from 

anarchically asserting its ambitions. Of course, 



Stalin did keep it — and everything else — 

down but he didn't ki l l it. As soon as the stone 

was rolled away from the grave it rose again with 

a vengeance. 

NPQ I Herder was a honzontal cnric, if you 

will , of the French iumieres because he believed 

in the singularity of all cultures. Giambattista 

Vico also opposed the Enlightenment idea of 

universality but from a tierricoi, or historical, 

perspective. 

As you have writren, he believed each succes­

sive culture was incommensurable with others. 

Berlin I Both rejected the Enlightenment 

ide;i th;U m;in, in every" country at every time, 

h;id identical v:ilues. For them, as for me, the 

plur;iliry of cultures is irreducible. 

NPQ I Does the hii;il breakup of communist 

^roi:ilit:iriai"iism, ;i cre;ittire of the ideal of iiniver-

i:iliiy. siii;tjesi th;it we are livin;^ out rhe hn;il 

l"e;ir-.ol the l;ist moilern cenriiry' 

Berlin | I ;ieeept ih;it. ;iliiiost. The ide:il of 

univer.s:ility. .so deeply perverred lh;il it would 

utterly horrilv ihe ei;;hteenih-eeniurv philo.so-

pher- who ex|iounded i l . evidentlv ll\es on in 

some loriii in ihe remote reaches of Fiiroiv's 

inlliienee: ("hina. Vieln:im, North Kore:i. (aih:i. 

NPQ I One e:in only iiiiai;ine how dillerently 

the iweniieih eeniury would have iiirned oui 

li:id Vico :iiid I lerder |irev:ijled r;ither ih;iii the 

French |i|iilo.sopliers, or I leuel ;iiid M:irx; il ihe 

loe:il soul h:id not hi-en luerrun hy the world 

.MUil. We iiii^jhi lia\e li:id ;i cenuiry of culiural 

plur:ilism insle:Kl ol lol:ilii:irianism. 

Berlin | I low eonkl that h.ive h:ippeneil:'Um-

\ ers;ilisiii in ihe eiijhieeiuh eenuiry w;is ihe doe-

irine I it ihe lop n;ii ion. Fr;iiKe. Soeveryone trieil 

lo emulale i l - hrilli:iiil eulliire. 

Perhaj^- ii i - iiuieh more the rise ol the n:iliiral 

sciences, wuh the eiiiph:isi.- nn iinivers:il laws, 

and n:ilure :is ;in nri;:iiii-m nr ;i iii:ichine. and the 

iniitatinn nl seieniilic IIK-IIUKIS in niher spheres, 

which dniiiinaied :ill i l i inkmij. 

Fuelled hy ihe-e ide:is. the nineleenth-cen-

lury ex|"'lnsion nl ieehnnln|,'y :ind econnmie ile-

velopnunl t-ol,iied ihe i nl el leci iial sire:im 

deriviiii: Irom -lal i iion-qti;iniii:itive — iiidee;.l, 

qu;ilii,iii\e — thinker- a- Vico :ind I lerder. 

Tlu temper ol ihe nine- i - illiisir;ilei.l in ;i 

-Inrv Inid 111 one ol J;Koh T i l l l i on - hnnks. He 

urile- nl iwn C^reeli -ehnnlm;isiers talking: wiih 

e;ich niher :iroiind ihe e;irU IKOOs. "We're prnh-

ahlv the la-l penple il"i the world Inspe;ik Crech," 

The ideal ol universal­

ity, so deeply per­

verted that it would 

utterly horrity the 

eighteenth-century 

philosophers who ex­

pounded it. evidently 

lives on in some torm 

in the remote reaches 

ot Europe's intluence: 

China. Vietnam. North 

Korea, Cuba 

they said to ench other. "Our lanjiuafje is at an 

end. Inevitably, we'll all spe;ik German here in 

Central Europe, and prnhahly the Balkans. 

We're the h.ist survivors ofour native culture." 

Of course, such survivor- ;ire tnJ:iy in the 

Siiddle in many hinds. 

NPQ I What pnlitic;il striiciure c;in possibly 

iccommoJ;iie this new ;î ;e nf eultur;il selt-deter-

nination, preserve liberty, ;ind perhaps stem 

iome ol the impendinj: hinndshed' 

Berlin I Ctilttir;il sell-delermin;irinn without 

:i politic;il tr:iniework is precisely the issue now, 

;ind not only tnr the E;ist. Spam has the B;i.sques 

;ind C':it;il:ins; Britain h:i> Nnrthern IreLind; 

(^an:id;i the Oueheem-; IVIjjium h;is the Flem-

/ii^s; Israel ihe .Arab.-. ;ind .-nnn. Whne\'er in ihe 

past wnuld h:i\ e dre;iiiied nl Brelnii ii:il ionali-m 

or :i i^eotiish nal ion,ll p;iri\. ' 

Ide,ili-l- like 1 lerder evuleni K diJn'l eon-ider 

ihi - prohleiu. 1 le merelv h:iied ihe .Au-iro-1 lim-

l,':iri:ii) Hmpire lor polme.illv weldiivj loizelher 

i tuom|\i i ihle elemeni-

In L;i-u rii h.urope ihev re.ilK d.' -eem lo lo;iih 

e:ieh ol her: luiiii.ini:in- li:iie I he 1 liini::iri:in- :iiid 

I lunuamn- l i . i \ e lor ye:ir-di-liked ihe C Ireeh- in 

:i w;iy llie Hreinn- e;in'i pretend in li;iU" ihe 

French, li i - .i pheimmennn ol .i vlillereni order. 

Onlv ihe Iri-li ;ire like ih.ii in ilu We-l. 

OnK 111 .•^llu•rK.l hive .i v.irieU' ol elhiiK-

L'roup- rel,lined iheir oun ori^iiii.il eullure-. :ind 

\ 111 vh. id\- -eem - I o mind. The 11.ill. in-, Pole-, lew-, 

*J:ind Knre:m- h:i\ e I heir i iwn ne\\ -p:iper-. hi H iks, 

. i i i d 1 .1111 I n k ! . T \ ' pr i i ! j r : i i i i - . 

NPQ I Perhap-when iiiiiiii 'jr.inl - lor-.iki^ I hi- ir 

-oil, thev le.n^e heliiiid ihe p.i —ion:iie ekl-je ol 

llieir V'iili;\L|eis( : i - uell. 

V l i. \ \ \ i 111 .Amerie:!, :i lu^w mull leiill iir:il 

mo\emeni h;i- emerued in ;ie,idemi:i lh:il seek-

lo -Ire— iioi wli:ii i - common hiii whal is noi in 

I he I. urrieiiliim. 

Berlin I Ye-, 1 know. Black studies, Puerto 

l\ic:in sludies. and the rest. 

I -uppose ih i - loo is :i hent twi;^ revolt of 

minnriiies that leel dis;n.lv;iniat;ed in rhe context 

nl .American pnlyeihnicity. 

Pnlvelhnicily w;i- nnl Herder's ide;i. He didn't 

ur^e the (ierm;in- in study IXitch, nr Cjerman 

students In study ihe culture nt the Poriiii,'iiese. 

In Herder, there i - nnihini: ahntii race and 

nnihini; ahntii hinod. I le only spnke ;ihnut >in\. 

kiivjiMUe, cninmnn niemnrie-. and cii-Inm-. 1 l i -

cenir;il pmni. : i - ,i MnnieiU"'_'ri.in triend once 



said to me. is iha i Innehness i- noi )ust .ib-ence 

nf others but tar more l i vm i ; ;imonu people who 

do not underst;ind wh:u ynu ;ire s:ivinL'; ihev 

c:in truly understand only it ihev be-lonu lo ;i 

cominunitv where cnmiiumie: i r inn is e t tn r t le - . 

•llmn^I insi inci ive. 

Herder Inoked unkindlv nn the cultural tnc-

l in i i uener:iled in \ ' ienn: i , where in.iiiv na l in iv 

:il i l ies w"ere cr; immed m m the -,ime n:irrnw 

sp:ice. It prnduced men nt ueniiis, hul w i ih a 

deeply neurni ic elemeni m ;i i^ood many ot 

(ln-ni — one need nnly thmk nt ()u-I: iv Mahler, 

Ludwit,; Wiiit;en.stein, K:irl Kraus, .Arnnld Schn-

enherj:, Stelan Zweiu. :md ihe h i r lh nt p>ycho-

:in:ilysis in this l:iri;ely Jewi-h — p;irt icul: ir lv 

delenseless — -ociely. 

A l l ih. i i rreitiendous col l i - ion ol noi M T , 

cninp;it ihle cii l lures — Sl:iv-, l i : i l i , ins, C jerman-, 

Ĵ .vf.s — unle;ished :i t.;re:il de.il nt cre;il i\ ilv. T h i -

wa> ;i dilferent k ind nl cul iural expre—inii Irom 

thai of ;in earlier Vienn. i . ih.i l ot Mo:; i r l or 

Havdn or Schuheri. 

NPQ I l i i ^rappl ini ; w i th the-ep;ir:it isl Ouehe-

cnis, Pierre Trude.ui nt ien ii i\okei.l Lord .Acton. 

He tell lh: i l where\'er pol ine:i l tiouiivl.iries coin­

cided wi th eihi i ic ones, eh: iuvin i -m, xenopho-

hi,i, ;ind racism ine\ i l; ihlv lhre;i lened liheriv. 

Onlv indiMdu:il cnn-t i lut inn: i l r l ^h I - — equ:il 

c i l i :enship rights tnr ; i l l , ilespiie ethnici ty — m ;i 

feder;il republic cnuld pmiect minnri i ies and 

individu.i ls. "The theniiv nt n:i l innality," Tru-

de;iu qunted .Acion as s.ivini;, "is :i retrourade 

step m history." 

Berlin I Lnrd Ac tnn w;is ii nnhle tieure. ;ind 1 

;if;ree w i th h im. Yet we h;ive to ;idmit that, 

despite Trude;iu's efforts, the Qiiehecois :ire stil l 

seekint; independence. 

In the tirand scale of ihint^s, nne h:is to con­

sider that, despite rny:il and cleric;il monopolies 

of power and authority, the Middle Ages were, in 

some ways, more civi l ized than the deeply dis­

turbed nineteenth — and worse st i l l , our own 

terr ib le century, w i t h widespread v io lence, 

chauvinism, and in the end mass destruction in 

racial, and Stalin's po l i t i ca l , holocausts. O f 

course, there were ethnic fr ict ions in the Middle 

Ages, and persecution ot Jews and heretics, but 

national ism as such didn' t exist. The wars were 

dynastic. Wha t existed was the universal church 

and a common Lat in languat^e. 

We can't t u m history hack. Yet 1 do not wish 

to abandon the belief that a world that Is a 

re:i.Min:ihlv pe;icetul coat vit m:inv colors. e:ich 

port ion of which develops its ow"n distinct cul-

lur;i l ident i ty ;ind is toler;int nt others, is nnt :i 

uinpi; in dre;im. 

NPQ I But nf wh;it common thre:id c:in such 

,1 eo,ii he spun.' 

In :i universe ot :iutonomniis cultur;i l worlds, 

e.ich in Its own o rh i i , where is the sun t l i : i i 

keep- ihe v;inoiis phinets trom co l l id in i ; w i th 

the others ' 

Berlin I The ide;i ot ;i center can le.id to 

cul iural i inperii i l ism iiyain. 

In Herder's universe, you didn't need :i sun. 

I h - cultures were not phinets, but stars rh:ii 

didn't col l ide. I i idmit that :it the end ot the 

twen i ie ih century, there is l i t t le histnric;il evi­

dence tnr the reali: ; ihi l i ty nt such ;i vision. 

.AI e i^h iy- two, I've l ived through virtu:i l ly 

ihe entire century. I h;ive no doubt th;it it is the 

worst century th;U Europe has ever h.id. 

Nnthin^: has heen more horrible lor our c iv i -

l iMt inn . In my life, more dreadful thini^s oc­

curred ih; in :it any nther t ime in history. Worse 

even than ihe days nf the Huns. 

One can nnly hope th;ir after the peoples yet 

exhiiusted from l ight ing, the blinidy tide wi l l 

-uhside. Unless tourniquets can be iipplied to 

-tnp the hemorrhi iging, and b;ind;iges to the 

wniinds so thiit they can slowly he;il, even if they 

leave sc;irs, we're tn for the cont inu; i t ion of ;i 

verv h:id t ime. 

The only nations aKiut which one need not 

wrmt; one's hands are the sated nations, un-

wdunded or healed, such as the liberal democ­

racies of N o r t h Amer i ca , Western Europe. 

Austral ia, New Zealand, and one hopes, Japan. 

NPQ I Perhaps the two futures w i l l l ive, 

decoupled, side by side. A civi l izat ion of the soil, 

so to speak, and a civ i l izat ion of the satellite. 

Instead of the violent spl intering of nations, 

the sated nations w i l l become a small wor ld 

after al l , w i th the passions of blcxxl and soil 

drained away by homogenizing consumerism 

and mass entertainment. 

Perhaps that is the price of peaceful integra­

t ion. As M i l an Kundera has recently wr i t ten , 

fr ivolous cultures are anthropological ly inca­

pable of war. But they are also incapable of 

producing Picassos. 

Berlin I As for that, 1 don't believe that only 

tragic events and wounds can create genius. I n 

Central Europe, Kafka and Ri lke bore wounds. 

At eighty-two. I've 
lived through virtually 
the entire century. I 
have no doubt that it is 
the worst century that 
Europe has ever had. 
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But neither Racine nor Moliere nor Pushkin to a tremendous desiccation of everything that 

nor Tolstoy — unlike Dostoyevsky — bore deep is human. 

wounds. And Goethe seems completely free NPQ I So, for you, Vico and Herder, the 

from them. The fate of the Russian poets of our apostles of cultural pluralism, are the philoso-

century is another, gloomier, story. phers of the future.' 

Without doubt, uniformity may increase un- Berlin | Yes, in the sense that we are all 

der the pressure of technology, as is already affected by a variety of values to some degree, 

happening with the Americanization of Europe. ' From the Greeks and the Hebrews to the Chris-

A great many people hate it, but it clearly can't tian Middle Ages to the Renaissance and the 

be stopped. Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eigh-

As we discussed, it is possible, as in the Austro- teenth centuries, unity was the great virtue. 

Hungarian Empire, to have fxjlitical and eco- Truth is one, many is error, 

nomic uniformity, but cultural variety. Variety is a new virtue, brought to us by the 

That is what 1 ultimately visualize. A degree Romantic movement, of which Herder and 

of uniformity in the sated nations, combined Vico, whom 1 regard as the prophets of v;iriety, 

with a pleasing degree of peaceful variety in the were an important part. Atier thai, variety, plu-

rest of the world. 1 admit that the present trend ralism (which entails the possibility of m;iny 

is in the opposite direction: sharp, sometimes incompatible ideals that iittraci human devo-

aj;t;re.ssive,.self-;i.s.sertiononthepartofsomeven' tion), sincerity (nni necess.irily leadmu tn truth 

minor hiim:in groups. or goodness) — ;i 11 these ,ire thnui;ht in he vir-

NPQ I Wh;ii iibnut the emergence of a new tues. Once plur;ilism of w;iys nl hie i.- ;iccepied, 

set of common v;ilues — ecological rights ;ind and there can he mutual esteem between difter-

human ri).;hts — th.il c;in to .some degree unite ent, uncombin;ihle ouiKniks, ii i - dittieuli to 

;ill the.se erupimg cultures withoui cramping suppose th;it all this c:in he flattened — j:;leich-

their stvle.' gcscWtci — by some huge, crushini; j:ickhnoi. 

Berlin I A i the present, there don't seem lobe On this score, lei me m:ike a prophecy tnr ihe 

:iccepied minimum v;ilues thai can keep the twenty-fifth ceniury. 

wnrld str:iigl"ii. Lei us hnpe, one d;iy, th;ii ;i l;irge Aldous Huxley's Brmc New WnrLl emild per-

minmuim nf cnmmnn values, such as the ones haps be est;ihlished, in p;irt ; i - ;in irre-i-iihle 

you mention, will he accepted. Otherwise we are respon.se to the endless ethnic violence ;ind na-

hound to i;o under. tionalist riv;ilrv" at the turn ot the millenniiini 

Unless there is ;i minimum of shared v;ilues Under this system evervone would he clothed 

th;it c;in preserve the pe:ice, no decent societies and fed. A l l wnuld live under nne mnl, tnllnwmu 

c;in survive. ''ri*-' single pattern nf existence. 

NPQ I The lihenil dre.im ofcosmopnlit;inism. But, .sininer nr Liier, snmehndy will rebel, 

even in ihe .s;iied wnrld, is not on the agendii ;is .somebody will cry for mnrn Nm nnlv will penple 

f;ir as you ;tre concerned.' revolt against tntaliuirianism, hut ;mainst ;in all-

Berlin I Like Herder, I regard cosmopolitan- embracing, well-meaninu, heniun system ,is well, 

ism as empty. People c;m'i develop unless they The first terrible fellnw m kick nver the inices 

helnng to a culture. Even if they rebel ;igain.st it will be bumed ;ilive. Bin mher imuhle-makers 

and tr;insfnrm it entirely, they still belong to a will be sure to Inllow. 

.stream of tr:iditinn. New streams can be ere- If there is anything I'm ceri:iin ;ibnui. after 

ated—in the West, by Chri.stianity, or Luther, living for so long, it is that people mu.st snoner or 

nr ihe Renaissance, or the Romantic movement'*' later rebel against unilnrmiiy and ;ittempts at 

— hill in ihe end they derive from :i single river, J global solutions nf any sort. 

:in underlving centml tr:idiiion. which-, some- The Reformation w;,s such a rehellitin againsi 

times m r:.dic:illv altered torms, survives. claims to universal authority. The dt^mination of 

BUI It the sire:im- dried up. as. for inst;ince, the vast territories of the Rom;in Empire col-

where men and w.wnen are not pn^lucts of a lapsed in due Cour.se. So, tnn, the Austrn-Hun-

culture, where they dnn th;iv"e kith and kin and garian Empire. The sun set on the British 

leel closer to some people than others, where Empire. And now the Soviet empire, 

there i - no native hinL'uiige — that would lead There is a Russian siorv aKuii ;i sult.in who 

Like Herder. I regard 
cosmopolitanism as 
empty. People can't 
develop unless they 
belong to a culture. 
Even it they rebel 
against it and trans­
form it entirely, they 
still belong to a 
stream of tradition. 



decided to puni-h one ol h i - wive- lor -time 

mi-deed .ind , irdered her -e.iled u | \ wi th her -on. 

in .1 h.irrel wi th l i l l l e hole- lor air. The -n i l . in set 

ihem .ilKi.it .11 -e.i lo perish. 

•Xller -ev er.il d.iv- ihe -on -.ud lo ihe moiher 

I i . . i n i he.ir heinu -o i.r.imped. 1 warn lo 

- I rel I. h. " " l o l l . i n ' l . " -he re-ponded, "von'I I pn.-h 

• out ihe ho i i . im, . i iul we'll drown." 

^ever.il d.iv- l . iu r, ihe -nn p m u - l e d . I ' j i i in . " I 

Ini i i j lor room." The mmher - . lu l , "For God's 

-.ike don I do l l , we'll dr. iw n." The -on I hen .-:ii(.l, 

"So he l l . I mn^| - ireieh oui , | i i - t o iue . :inJ ihen 

lei ll tome " l i e L:O| h i - i i io i i ieni ol Ireedoin, 

ind pen-hed. 

The lu i - - i . i n r. ivlk.il 1 lerren. \ \ho i i i I L:re;illy 

.idmn e. .ipplied I h i - lo I he i. ondii ion ol i he Riis-

- i . in people. Fhev were houiul lo - i r ike out lor 

Ireedoin ~ no m.il u^r u h:ii i. ,ime .iller. 

NPQ i In I leidei - A.w. we iiiii_:hi h;i\e heell 

iin.ihle lo 'jr.i-p ihe m . i - u r p u i e ol . i Se:iiKlin:i-

VI.Ill - . r j . i w i ihoni evperieiu l l l i : .i Niorlh .Seii 

tempest, hi i l lnd;iv, ih rn i i i jh . M T \ . ieen:it;er-

Irom IWijmi ; i n .V1n.-e-nw In Ln- .Ani:eles Villi 

sh:ire the .-:ime t h r i l l nf w:iiLhinL: :i M;idnnn:i 

enncert. W h : i i e:in c i i l i i i r i i l -e l l -deiermini i imn 

meiin in -uch ;in :it;e.' 

Berlin I A l l ihe siime — p i i - i dillerenees tiike 

their m i l : The spectacles ihmuLih which ihe 

yoiini: ol Biiiii^kok :ind V:ilpiiriuso-ee Miidonn. i 

are nni the .s;iiiie. The m:iiiv l:inuu:it;es nf the 

islands nl PolynesM :ind Micronesi.i iire s:iid In he 

tot i i l ly unlike each niher; i h i - is :il.so irtie nf the 

C;iiic;isiis. l l ynu th ink rh:ir : i l l ihi .- w i l l nne d:iv 

give w:iy tonne iinivers:il l:iiit;ii:iye — noi jii.-t Inr 

le:iri"ied piirpnses nr jinlii ies nr hii-iness, bin in 

convey emoi ion; i l niiiinces, m express inner 

lives — then I siippnse wh:il ynii siigi;esl cnuld 

h:i|>pen: this would nnl he one ci i l lure. hul ihe 

de;ilh ol ci l l lure . I am ghid m he ;is nId :is I ; ini. 

Nationalism ani nation 
are terms ol moder­
nity, created to provide 
ideological justifica­
tion and political legit­
imation to certain ideas 
ot unity. 

I Ii4* ll«M-:i% I I I ' > : i i i < i i i s 

> 11 i . - i i : , I I I I - / ' l l . i n ' / . M r i i i , l . \ l i ^ \ k ' . i i i . . ; i l / l i i r 

II n IM, . ^ l 1,\ i^ i i i 11, l u ' / Ik l ' l i n - i . ' p i u T I -nh i i r n , 

I I l l , I I I , k i i i i K ^ \ ; i , i ' , ' . i / i i i i ( i i /u ' 11/ i / i i ' i i i i i i i i t i 

,111./ i/i, Mvi' .i| iMii.iiiii/iwii .iniMH.I i/u' icrird/. Tr,iti.vl<iieJ 

Ir S/i,iiiik/i /'\ l\^i.1111,1 .MK-i). 

There i - ,i L:ener:il leiidencv m use rhe term 

lUiiiirii ; i - ll 11 were i inc ieni . con-ecr:ited. unqiies-

rion:ihle. Thi.- s;iys :i i;reat dciil ahniii the legit i-

m i i i i v j tnrce n( hnth the IUIUDII :ind its derivative, 

11(1(11 innii.sm. .All the contempor:iry theorists on 

the -uhjeci — ls;ii.ih Berlin, Ernest Gellner. Eric 

Hnhshawm — p n i n t out to us. however, rhat na­

tion iind natiiiruj/i.sm ;ire two v ery" recent expres-

sinns, nnnexistent ;ind inconceiv;ible in rhe 

iincient wnrld nr in the Middle Ages. 

t\tniimalism :ind ruition ;ire terms nf mixier-

niry, cre;ited tn provide ideological justihcation 

and pnl i t ic i i l leuit imatinn to certain ideas o f 

unitv — terr i tnr i i i l , pnl i t ic ; i l , c u l t u r a l — w h i c h 

were neces-:irv tnr rhe Integration of the new 

Europeiin St;ites Imrn nf the Ren:ii.s.s:inee. coln-

ni: i l exp;insion, :ind reliuinus w:irs. This need 

pnidiiced n;itioi"i;ilist ideology, which in turn 

created the n;irinn itself Ernesi Ciellner indi -

c;ites thiit n;itionalisin m;ide n:itinns. ;ind not 

vice vers;i. N;i t ion;i l ism took preexisting cul­

tures ;md converted them into nations. Culture 

precedes the nat ion, and culture can be orga­

nized in many different ways: as a clan, tribe, 

family, stKiety, reign 

"What is a nation.'" Ernest Renan asked 
• himself half a century ago, in a famous lecture at 
the Sorbonne. His answer: "A daily plebiscite." 
That is, day to day adherence to a certain ter­
ritorial, political, and cultural unity, a sum of 
value's which inform and justify the ideas of 
narion and narionaiism. 

But what is it that elicits the appearance of 
these notions? Emile Durkheim speaks of the loss 
of old centers of identification and adherence — 
precisely those I just mentioned: clan, tribe, fam­
ily, etc. — and of the imperative need, when this 

Ml >.'" 


