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Visit to Korle-Bu
Treatment Center




' PURPOSE

VISIT TO KORLE-BU TREATMENT CENTER
Tuesday, January 17, 2006 . -
Korle-Bu Treatment Center
- “Accra, Ghana. -
10:05 am —10:45 am -~

” To v1s1t a Pres1dent s Emergency Plan for A[DS (PEPFAR) supported HIV/A[DS in and outpat1ent .
treatment prevention center that is helping people l1v1ng w1th HIV and A[DS through Ant1retrov1ral
. (ARV) treatments and. st1gma reduct1on programs - RE e

. '. TALKING POINTS/MESSAGE

P o Through the Pres1dent s Emergency Plan for A[DS Rel1ef (PEPFAR) the people of the ,
" United States support treatment for over 4OO OOO men, women and. ch1ldren in more than
120 nations around the world : S o

e S1nce 2004 the United States has prov1ded Ghana w1th $7 m1ll1on a year to ﬁght the ravages ‘

. of AIDS. In addition to that direct aid, the U.S. provided almiost one-third of the support

" Ghana rece1ves through The Global Fund to F 1ght A[DS for efforts to ﬁght Tuberculos1s
',“,andMalana e , LT e S R R

- . v.::-As one of the first U.S. funded HIV/A[DS treatment sites in 1 all of Afnca Korle Bu has
R taught us valuable lessons about the most effective ways to ‘deliver comprehens1ve care
- 1nclud1ng supportmg the dellvery of l1fe sav1ng ant1retrov1ral drugs (ARVs)

: }ov,' ;Through collaboration of Korle Bu and organ1zat1ons l1ke People L1v1ng w1th HIV and .
" AIDS (PLWHA), Korle-Bu's stigma-reduced atmosphere and comprehensive | programs that

- include counseling and nutritional support have made this site a welcoming: place for ‘women o

';who may prev1ously have been 1nt1m1dated by less support1ve env1ronments

L. .'I applaud Korle Bu for cont1nu1ng to lead by example prov1d1ng best pract1ce lessons to
: programs being implemented around the world As aresult, Korle-Bu is developmg intoa
e “locally sustainable clinic, with increasing support from the Ghanlan government PEPFAR
o and The Global Fund to F1ght AIDS. : : ‘

SN PRESS PLAN

o POOL PRESS TOUR (except patlent room) g o
vy POOL AT TOP (2 WAVES)/WRITERS REMAIN DISCUSSION
E »REMARKS - o "

* None

. [
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' ATTIRE

Pant Suit and Flat Shoes

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

© 10:05 am

© 10:10am -

' 10:20 am

- 10:25 am

MRS. BUSH arrives Korle-Bu Treatment Center and proceeds inside.

Met by: Major (Rtd.) Courage Emmanuel Kobla Quashigah [Kwa-she-ga]

' Minister of Health
Hon. Alima Mahama, Minister of Women's and Children’s Affairs
Irene Kpodo, Executive Committee Member, National People Living
With HIV/AIDS Association (PLWHA)
Professor Frimpong Boateng, CEO, Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital
Dr. Nii Addo, Program Director, National AIDS Control
Dr. Margaret Lartey, Physician Specialist, Fever Unit, Korle Bu
Treatment Center :

Note: Pamela Bridgewater, U.S. Ambassador to Ghana, and Nana Addo

' Dankwa Akufo-Addo (Akoofo Aaddo), Minister of Foreign Affairs, will greet
- following the President, MRS. BUSH and Barbara Bush.

MRS. BUSH begins participation in Tour.

" Note: MRS. BUSH will participate in Tour. Dr. Nii Addo, Program Director,

National AIDS Control and Dr. Margaret Lartey, Physician Specialist, Fever
Unit, Korle Bu Treatment Center will lead Tour. During Tour, MRS. BUSH will

* view the following:
e Qutpatient Services Room

e Counseling Center

e Medical Records Room to discuss the confidentiality of their patients

Note: MRS. BUSH will conclude tour in a patient room where she will visit

with| ®)6) | Patient, Korle-Bu Treatment Clinic 'andl (b)(6) |

- Patient, Korle-Bu Treatment Clinic.

MRS BUSH concludes part1c1pat10n in Tour and proceeds to Nurse’s Break Room
for D1scuss1on

- MRS. BUSH begins participation in Discussion.

Note: Dr. Nii Addo will moderate discussion with 15 HIV positive

‘ ~ ‘adults/children. Observers (listed below) will be escorted out of the room by
'Dr. Lartey following the first two testimonies to provide more privacy for the
remaining testimonies.

~ Note: All HIV+ patients in the discussion are receiving ARVs through PEPFAR.

2 Final
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Note: All Children under the age of 15 will be accompanied by a caregiver. In
. some cases the children have been orphaned and will be accompanied by a non-
'_ family caregiver. The children who have at least one living parent will be
~ accompanied by that parent, who is also HIV posntlve

10:45am  MRS. BUSH concludes partrcrpatlon in Discussion and proceeds to Vehlcle o

Note: MRS BUSH will partlclpate in Police Photos (6 CLICKS) and
Treatment Center Staff Photo 1 CLICK) en route Vehicle, p

EVENT‘CONTACT-» | ST

Bethann Moskov E
“USAID Populatlon Health and Nutrmon Office Chlef

{

)6 ]

+233-21-780-580 ext. 224 — Ofﬁce

(b)e) )

J

+233-21-231-937 - Fax
bmoskov(@usaid.gov - Email

 US. FA'GJENCY CONTACT |

Dr. Mark Dybul
Deputy U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and Chief Medzcal Oﬁ" cer

U.S. Department of State
202-663-2705 — Office

DybulMR@state.gov - Email
Dr. Caroline Ryan (PEPFAR Rep)

(6)(6)

202-663 2684 Office
8@CDC. GOV Emall

PARTICIPANTS

Greeters
Major (Rtd.) Courage Emmanuel Kobla Quashigah [Kwa-she-ga] Minister of Health

- Alima Mahama, Minister of Women's and Children’s Affairs

Irene Kpodo, Executive Committee Member Natlonal People szmg With HIV/AIDS (PL WHA )
- Association . , o
Professor Frimpong Boateng, CEQ, Korle-Bu T eachmg Hospztal '

Dr. Nii Addo, Program Director, National AIDS Control

Dr. Margaret Lartey, Physician Speczalzst Fever Unit, Korle Bu Treatment Center

,Tour Pamcmants: -
- MRS. BUSH

Barbara Bush
Dr. Nii Addo, Program Director, National AIDS Control

- Dr. Margaret Lartey, Physzclan Specialist,”Fever Unit, Korle Bu T reatment Center

‘3 o Fmali'_ -
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D)6 Patient, Korle-Bu Treatment Clinic
(©)) Patient, Korle-Bu Treatment Clinic

' Discﬁssign Participants;

- MRS.BUSH

Barbara Bush

Dr. Nii Addo, Program Director, National AIDS Control - FACILITATOR

{o)e)

- Discussion Observers
Ambassador Pamela Bridgewater, U.S. Ambassador to Ghana
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo (Akoofo Aaddo), Minister of Foreign Aﬁa irs
- Major (Rtd.) Courage Quashigah, Minister of Health :

. Hon. Alima Mahama, Minister of Women's and Children's Affairs

- Irene Kpodo, Executive Committee Member, National People Living with HIV/AIDS Association

(PLWHA)
- Dr. Margaret Lartey, Physician Specialist, Fever Unit, Korle Bu Treatment Center

. Professor Frimpong Boateng, CEO, Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital :

BACKGROUND

-~ Ghana is a country of 20.2 million people. The Government of Ghana estimated the number of
- adults and children living with HIV as of 2004 at 404,000, The Joint United Nations Program on:

~ HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) estimated the HIV prevalence in adults to be 3.1% at the end of 2003, with

. an estimated 350,000 people living with HIV/AIDS. Ghana’s 2003 Demographic and Health Survey
. -reported prevalence at 2.2% among the 9,000 people who agreed to be tested.

Korle-Bu is a large public teaching hospital, one of four major integrated HIV/AIDS treatment care
.- and support sites in Ghana. The program hosts a comprehensive package of services including;
. volunteer testing and counseling, in-patient and out patient services, access to AVR treatment
* therapy, as well as psycho-social support and daily nutritional supplementation distribution, The

g - center also refers patients to additional support services (especially for family members) outside of
the hospital and provides support to Preventing Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) activities

o located in the Maternity ward. HIV Patients are treated in the Fever Unit.

4 Final -
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-~ The center currently supports approx1mate1y 1,000 pat1ents on an ongorng basrs ‘Korle- Bu was one
. ofthe first U.S. funded sites in all of Africa. The site is now: part of PEPFAR, and has-served as a-
‘ ~ model of best pract1ces for comprehenswe treatment and. care in resource-limited settings: Thrs »
. program has evolved into a joint éffort between many partners and is a good example ofie eat1ng
! sustalnabrlrty within the health care system. At present, all antiretroviral drugs are supported ‘
- through a Global Fund grant. The U.S. government: supports trarnrng, logistics, capac1ty burldlng, :
: and care and support for people lrvrng with HIV/AIDS S . o

o St1 gma and d1scr1m1natron in Ghana d1sproportronate1y affects HIV posrtrve women and ch11dren
- and impacts their willingness to access counselrng and testing, treatment and care.  This site is

.~ known to be women and children friendly, and as such has become the preferred resource: for HIV' - ff.", -
i ‘pos1t1ve women and children. One of the key lessoris leamed from this site is the critical nature’ of IR TRR T

_ effective care and treatment programs 1nvolv1ng People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) U.S..
““government resources have contributed to a network of PLWHA who run support groups for
; .affected ‘women and- adolescent glrls C . : :

s FUNDING

o In J anuary 2003 the Presrdent announced the Preszdent s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relzef -
' (PEPFAR), a ﬁve -year, $15-billion 1n1t1at1ve to combat the global HIV/AIDS pandemlc o

Te l From FY 01 through F Y 04 the U.S. govemment supported the estabhshrnent of this s1te as .

Ca comprehensive care fac111ty Now the U.S. is partnering with the Government of Ghana
.- and the Global Fund to ‘support the site. Slnce FY 05, the U:S. government contnbuted

: ’ & E fj;":rapproxrmately $500,000 per year to. the s1te for loglstlcs nutntlon tra1n1ng, stlgma reductlon Soereni

B ;and psychosoc1a1 support

S ATTACHMENTS

Brographles for Greeters and Program Partrcrpants - m1ss1ng blOS w1ll be provnded in country
Background on HIV/AIDS in Ghana : « L PO

e

5 e anal ‘
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Bac"kgrou’nd on HIV/AIDS in Ghana

_ t: The HTV/AIDS ep1dem1c in Ghana seems to be progressing slowly The Govemment of Ghana :
i estlmated the number of adults and children living with HIV as of 2004 at 404,000. The. Joint
" United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) estimated the HIV prevalence in adults tobe

"3.1%at the end of 2003, with an'estimated 350,000 people living with HIV/AIDS. Ghana’s 2003 * |

g Demograph1c and Health Survey reported prevalence at 2 2% among the 9, OOO people who agreed =

L to be tested

rHIV prevalence is hrghest in. the Eastern Reg1on of Ghana and lowest in the northern reg1ons of the

T country ‘Prevalence is ‘generally h1gher in urban areas, in mining and border towns, and along main

'transportat1on routes. Heterosexual intercourse is the mode of transmission for about 80% of HIV

- cases, w1th mother-to ch1ld transm1ss1on account1ng for another 15%

B Approx1mately 9 ,600° chrldren under age 15 are l1v1ng w1th HTV/AIDS and at the end of 2003

S nearly 170,000 children under age 17 had 1ost one or both ‘parents to- AIDS. At that’ time only a few S B

N

o thousand of these children had received assrstance such as food a1d healthcare protect1on serv1ces o o
p or. educat1onal or psychosoc1al support ' ST : PR

- Although Ghana is not a Focus Country under PEPFAR the U S Govemment has extenswe : ‘
* programs to combat HIV/AIDS i the country. About $7 million of USAID annual aid in. Ghana is
_spent to combat HIV/AIDS Projects that receive support include management and- advocacy ’
- programs that help ensure a well-coordinated country response, as well as efforts to: strengthen the

o Ghana AIDS Commission, regional HIV/AIDS committees, the National AIDS Control Program

(NACP) and NGOs (1nclud1ng fa1th- and communlty-based orgamzat1ons)

" In Apr11 of 2004 UNAIDS spearheaded an historic global agreement on three. key pr1nc1ples also - - |
* known as “The Three Ongs,” for supporting country-drlven action against AIDS. The Three Ones e

o are: 1. One National Plan; 2. One National Coord1nat1ng Authonty, and 3 One Nat1onal
’ _'Mon1tor1ng and Evaluatlon System : ~ : e

T"UNAIDS reports that Ghana is advanced in applymg the "Three Ones" pr1nc1ples Frrst the gas

S o Nat1onal Strategic Framework (N SF) is'well-recognized by all partners, and there is a strong

B fsystem in the country

comm1tment to its implementation. In 2004, national and multinational partners part1c1pated ina
 joint review, which gave direction and guidance for prepanng ‘the second version of the NSF.:
+" ~'Secondly, the Ghana AIDS Commission is acknowledged by all partners as the nat1onal '
o coord1nat1ng body for all the HIV and AIDS efforts in country. Thirdly, the’ Nat1onal Mon1tor1ng
-~ and Evaluat1on Plan, designed in 2004, prov1des a strong ba51s for a mon1tor1ng and evaluat1on

9 o T Fmal o
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L G 5 LUNCH HOSTED BY PRESIDENT KUFUOR o
. Sl T . Tuesday, January 17,2006
T N P ~ The Castle (Presidential Palace)
Accra, Ghana = -
12:05 pm — 1:35pm

‘PURPOSE
g To part1c1pate ina lunch hosted by Presrdent John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana. =~

PRESS PLAN |

. PRESS POOL ARRIVAL/VERANDA PHOTO OP -
B CLOSED PRESS LUNCH B

REMARKS

g v.».Toast dunng Lunch
i ATTIRE :

E iE.“Sklrt or Pant Su1t

. o ‘__fSEOUENCE OF EVENTS

Ry 1205 pmf MRS. BUSH arrives The Castle and proceeds to Courtyard for Cultural Dlsplay

G Met by Presrdent John Agyekum Kufuor Preszdent of Ghana
Oboshle (Obi) Coﬁe Deputy Chzef of Sta]j’

. "IC‘»12":1'_0 .pm"‘, , MRS BUSH beglns part1c1pat10n in Cultural Dlsplay and Tour '

TR ."Note The follownng will occur upon arrlval (Pool Coverage)

e o MRS. BUSH will be presented with a bouquet of flowers " .
s ¢ 'MRS.BUSH and Presndent Kufuor will observe the Honor Guard

. Welcommg ceremony by drummers and. dancers : ‘

'Note Prior to beglnnlng Tour, MRS BUSH should nod or smlle m o
acknowledgement of the cultural dlsplay ,

B Note Pres1dent Kufuor will lead MRS. BUSH on a Tour of the follownng‘:” o »
Historical Tour of Castle Dungéons S
e Veranda for overlook of the ocean (Pool Coverage)

. . 1225 pm MRS BUSH concludes part1c1pat10n n Tour and proceeds to Credentlal Hall., o

1 | - S Fmal .
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1230 pr‘ni o MRS BUSH begrns partrcrpatlon in Lunch
' ;.Note Presrdent Kufuor and MRS. BUSH wrll delrver toasts at Lunch
R 1 .35 pm | MRS BUSH concludes part1c1patlon in Lunch and proceeds to Vehrcle

: ”k'Note Cultural performers wrll assemble outsrde to wave goodbye to MRS v
- BUSH. (Pool Coverage) : o oy *

o PARTICIPANTS

-‘MRS BUSH

Barbara Bush

~ President John Agyekum Kufuor Preszdent Othana PR

- Ambassador Pamela Bridgewater, U.S. Ambassador to Ghana ' -

' Cindy Courville, Speczal Asszstant to the Preszdent and Dzrector of Afrzcan Affazrs Natzonal
* Security Council - : .
_ Sonya Medina, Speczal Asszstant to the Preszdent and Dzrector of Proyects for the F irst Lady R

Mr: Jerry Lanier, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy Accra L

4 Ms. Judy Francis, Management Counselor, U.S. Embassy Accra

- Ms. Sharon Cromer, Director of USAID, U.S. Embassy Accra™=~ "

- Dr. Sarah E. Moten, USAID Chief of the Education Division, Afrzca Bureau
~Ms. Mary Johnson; Chzef of Public Diplomacy Section ‘

B M. Madelelne Mader Peace Corps Director, U. S Embassy Accra '

. From the U S Collaboratrng Partners for the Textbook and Leamlng Materlals Program

. Dr. Mary Spor Program Coordmator for Readmg and theracy Alabama A&M Umverszty
- Professor of Literacy — Ph. D - o ,
- Dr. Elnora Daniel, President, Chzcago State Unzverszty S
Lo Dr. Mickey L. Burnim, President, Elizabeth City State Umverszty , 5 o
Dr: Beverly w. Hogan Preszdent T ougaloo College Mzsszsszppz Consortzum for Internatzonal

- . Development

- DriAlly C. Mack Dean/Executzve Director, Mzsszsszppz Consortzum for Internatzonal Development -
'Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr., President, South Carolina State University - . ‘ :

o - Dr. chardo Romo, Preszdent Unzverszty of Texas at San Antonzo -

12 Ghanalans ~ Llst and’ blographles provided upon arnval

- ATTACHMENTS

e 'B‘iographiesr ‘of Lunch ‘Part‘icipantsy— provided upon arrival
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VISIT TO MODEL SECONDARY SCHOOL
’ Wednesday, January 18, 2006 '
Model Secondary School
- Abuja, Nigeria
,11 00 am — 11:50 am ‘

PURPOSE )

To h1gh11ght the Adm1n1strat1on s support for educat1on in Afnca by v1s1t1ng w1th rec1p1ents of the Afncan

.Educat1on In1t1at1ve s Ambassador. G1rls Scholarsh1p Program (AGSP)

‘MESSAGE _

’PRESS PLAN

: o' 4 jEducatmg g1r1s 1As one of the best thrngs a country can do to ensure its develooment Educated
A contrlbute to the betterment of their commumtles

e . Pres1dent Bush and Ibelieve strongly in the power of education to"tranSform lives. wh1ch 1s why, § B
 —more than 600 mrlllon dollars wh1ch w1ll touch the lives of over 80 mlllron Afncan children.

. Pres1dent and Mrs. Bush are delrghted that through the Aﬁdca Educatlon In1t1at1ve 300, OOO g1rls
- vand even some boys will beneﬁt from the Ambassador s Girls’ Scholarshlp Program (AGSP)

o Asa former teacher I know how 1mportant it is for children everywhere to have the opportunrty to-
_ 5study and learn as much as they can and to be bold in pursuing their dreams }

w

. I m del1ghted to prov1de each AGSP rec1p1ent w1th her own personal d1ct1onary to use in her i
s stud1es . . , - S

" A"POOL AT TOP— CLASSROOM

POOL AT TOP/WRITER REMAIN - DISCUSSION o

o _REMARKS/TALKING POINTS

No fonnal remarks .

. D1scuss1on w1th rec1p1ents of the Ambassador s G1rls Scholarsh1p Program (AGSP)

SEOUENCE OEEVENTS S

- 11:00 am MRS BUSH arrives Model Secondary School and proceeds to Mrs El1zabeth Chang s 9th
grade B1ology Class.. - _ : SRR
Metby-. Mrs Fat1ma Baba Gon1 [Fa-tee ma Baa-Baa Go ee] Prznczpal Model

‘. .

Secondary School

" women tend to have healthier families, and are more l1kely to-assert themselves n pos1t1ve ways to S

- ~with the support of the American people, the Administration invests heav1ly in education in' Aﬁ1ca B



11:05am

Mrs. Amy Uzoewulu [Ooh-zo-wooilu] Principal, American International
School, Abuja .
Professor Gidado Tahir [Gee-da-Do, Ta-here] Executive Dzrector Unzversal '
Basic Education Commission :
" Mrs. Mariam Othman [Uth-mon), Natzonal Vzce-Preszdent Federatlon of
Muslim Women Association of Nigeria (FOMWAN)
Jumoke Seun Olabode [Ju-moe-kay, Oh-la-bo-day], 4* grade 7 years: old
" Student and AGSP recipient, Model Secondary School. - _
Mr. Lamin Sow [La—meen So] Regzonal Coordinator, World Educatzon

MRS. BUSH begms pa111c1pat10n in Classroom Visit.

Note: Mrs. Elizabeth Chang [Chay-ang] will greet MRS BUSH upon arrival in
 Classroom. MRS. BUSH will be seated next to an AGSP scholar.

Note: MRS. BUSH w111 participate in group photo (1 CLICK) with students prior to

o departure from classroom.

11:15-am

' 11:20arn

11:50 am -

“MRS. BUSH concludcs pa111c1patlon in Classroom Vlslt and proceeds to Room JSS 1B for |

Discussion.

MRS. BUSH begins participation in Discussion.

" Note: Mariam Othman [Uth-mon],NattonaI VtCe—Preszdehi, Federation of

Muslim Women will moderate dlscusswn At the conclusnon of the dlscussmn, the '
students will perform a song. - : : :

" Note: MRS. BUSH will partlclpate in group photo @ CLICK) with students pr|or to

departure

MRS. BUSH concludes participation inlE'vcnt and proceeds to VehiCle.

N ote: Approxnmately 50-75 Students from Model Secondary School and the _
American International School will lme the departure area, wavnng ngerlan and

- American flags.

U.S. AGENCY CONTACT

Aleta J. Williams
Education Advisor

USAID

202-712-1516 — Work

(6)(6) _ |

alwilliams@usaid.gov — Work Email

* Dr. Sandy Oleksy-Ojikutu
~ Senior Education Advisor
USAID. '



GSM, within Nigeria; 0803-408-1059

N

011-234-803-408-1059 - Work
(0)(6) j

E-Mail: sojikutu@usaid.gov,| O ee) |

- PARTICIPANTS

Greeters on Arrival

Mrs. Fatima Baba Goni, [Fa-tee-ma Baa-Baa Go-e¢], Principal, Model Secondary School

- Mrs. Amy Uzoewulu, [Ooh-zo-woo-lu], Principal, American International School, Abuja

Professor Gidado Tahir, [Gee-da-Do, Ta-here], Executive Director, Universal Basic Education Commission
Mis. Mariam Othman, [Uth-mon], National Vice-President, Federation of Muslim Women o
Association of Nigeria (FOMWAN) . - B

Jumoke Seun Olabode [Ju-moe-kay, Oh-la-bo-day], 4" grade, 7 years old, Student and AGSP recipient,
Model Secondary School R ' . -

Mr. Lamin Sow [La-meen So), Regional Coordinator, World Education

o Rukayyatu Idris, [Roo-kah-yah-too Ee-dreece], &

Discussion Participants

MRS.BUSH - :
Edu Okon, [E-do Oh-con], 9" grade, Model Secondary School R
Ogechi Glory Ulukwu, [Oh-keh-chee Oo-loo-kool, 97 grade, Model Secondary School
grade, Model Secondary School.
Fatima Ahmad, 9" grade, Government Secondary School, Garki, Abuja
Jumoke Seun Olabode, 4 grade, Model Primary School : : : . .
Jumoke Seun Olabode (Ju-moe-kay Ola-bo-day), 4" grade, Model Primary School, Maitama, Abuja

Note: The below AGSP recipients will be in the room for the disvcussion but will not have a spehking ,

role.

‘Ogechi Glory Ulukwu, [Oh-keh-chee Oo-loo-koo], 9* grade, Model Secondary School
Habiba Ali, [Ha-bee-bah Ah-lee], 9" grade, Model Secondary School :

- Rahmatu Muhammad, [Rah-mah-too Moe-hah-med], 9* grade, Model Secondary School
~ Aliyat T. Ibrahim, [Ah-lee-yot Ee-brah-heem], 9"* grade, Model Secondary Schoo

Roseline Adewo, [Ah-day-woe], 8 grade, Model Secondary School _‘
Martina Agena, [Ah-gay-nah), 8th grade, Model Secondary School '

" Ukamaka Udenwu, [Oo-kah-mah-too Oo-dane-woo], 8" grade, Model Secondary School

Adama Muhammad Jajere (Ah-day-mare Moo-hah-med Jare-jar-ah), 9" grade, Government Secondary
School, Garki, Abuja. " ‘ Lk o
Fatima Ahmad (Fah-tee-mah Ah-med), 9" grade, Government Secondary School, Garki, Abuja.

Aishat Ibrahim (Eye-ee-shah Ee-brah-heem), 9" grade, Government Secondary School, Wuse Zone3,

Abuja. . .
Habiba Babayo (Hah-bee-bah Bah-buy-oh), 9" grade, Government Secondary School, Wuse Zone3,

 Abuja. . , A
... Dorcas Luka (Dor-cass Lou-kah), 3 grade, Model Primary School, Maitama, Abuja
~ Keziah Solomon (Kay-zee-ah), 3 grade, Model Primary School, Maitama, Abuja

Amina Abubakar (Ah-me-nah Ah-boo-baa-car), 3" grade, Model Primary School, Maitama, Abuja.
Blessing Ilya (Eh-lay-yah), 3" grade, Local Education Authority Primary School, Mabushi, Abuja -



',Manam Musa (Mar-ee yam Moo sah) 2 grade, Local Educatzon Authorzty Primary School Mabushz
Abyja- -

Salamatu Isah (Sah-lah-two Eh sah) Z"d grade Local Educatzon Authorzty Primary School Mabushz R
Abuyja . . . | S

. -'BA‘CKGROUND

o Model Secondary School

The Model Secondary School estabhshed in 1993 is located on Lake Chad Crescent Street (adjacent to - R

Amerlcan International School) in Maitama, Abuja. The school is a co-educational, public school serv1ngk

“a diverse student population from the Junior Secondary 2 (JRS2) to Senior Secondary (SS3) levels (8th and

-12™ grades in U.S. standards). . The school has 22 classrooms, laboratories, sports facilities, and staff’. .

quarters Nine of the 1,064 students are Ambassador Girls Scholarship (AGSP) recipients.. Mrs. F atima :
Baba Goni serves as the principal, with the support of 84 teachers The classroom size average is.50. to 60 '
students There are 547 male students and 517 female students = : TR

: The AmbassadorsGlrls Scholarsh1p Program (AGSP) N1ger1a v ' - o

The USG Ambassador s G1rls Scholarshlp Program wh1ch in N1ger1a 1s/under the patronage of the
_.Honorable John Campbell U.S. Ambassador to Nzgerza is:implemented by World Education™ .

International, a U.S.-based private, non- -profit organization, in partnership with local 1nst1tut1ons non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and community organizations. The AGSP provides scholarships and- : 3
~mentoring activities togirls from the most disadvantaged circumstances, such as girls who'are orphaned -
.who have physical disabilities, and who are from economically poor households. The Programi focuseson’

the preparat1on of a new generation of Nigerian leaders at the early stages of their academic and-social .’

‘ development It provides girls w1th the opportunity, skills, and incentives to contmue their educat1on so

- that they may fully palt1c1pate in c1v1l soc1ety and nat1onal development e

' The goals of the Program are to increase the number of g1rls who stay in school and to augment the

-enrollment of girls in educational institutions that provide programs for students with spec1al phys1cal

- needs. The scholarsh1ps assist gitls to complete at least a four-year period within primary and/or
* secondary levels within the Ni gerian education system. With the. complet1on of each'level of. educat1on

the girls’. poss1b111t1es for personal well-belng, self sufﬁc1ency and contnbut1ons to the1r families and

commun1t1es also 1ncrease

T Through the AGSP over 1 250 d1sadvantaged g1rls in N1ger1a are able to attend prlmary and/or secondary e
-~ .~ or special needs schools through the provision of four—year scholarship awards In addition to tuitioncosts -
e Vand school fees, the scholarsh1p may also cover the costs of uniforms, transportat1on to'school, books and

- ‘even board1ng fees where apphcable Th1s Program reaches all six geo pol1t1cal zones of N1ger1a ‘ :

The Program also encourages g1rls to stay in school dunng the scholarsh1p perlod and beyond through
complementary mentoring programs, which are developed with local NGOs, community-based groups,
and religious organizations. Through small grants provided to groups in each state, regular visits will be-.
made to the scholarship recipients to encourage the development of good study hab1ts teach l1fe sk1lls \
and present pos1t1ve role models to the g1rls : : R



i » World Educat1on Intemat1onal .

“World Educatlon International is well known for its work around the globe n env1ronmental educatlon
community development maternal and child health, school ; govemance integrated literacy, small -
enterprise development, HIV/AIDS education and prevention and care, and refugee trammg World

" “Education International also works to strengthen hteracy and adult basic education pro grams in the Un1ted

States. PI‘O_] ects are designed to contnbute to- md1v1dual growth as well as to commumty and nat1onal

: -development - : P : o

| ' Federat1on of Mushm Women's Assoc1at10ns of N1ger1a ( FOMWAN)

= Note There are ten 1mplementmg partners of the AGSP in ngerla The FOMWAN manages the
‘_ Ambassador s Girls’ Scholarshlp Program (AGSP) for AbuJa, Nigeria. - ' T

’4The Federat1on of Mushm Women s Assoc1at10ns of ngena (FOMWAN) is a federatron of over 150

‘lives of Mushm women and chlldren in particular and Mushms in general It has grown in status; hav1ng

. sister federations in Ghana, Sierra-Leone, Liberia (FOMWAL) and the Gambla and was accorded

observer status at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 ‘

_ FOMWAN is strateg1cally placed to reach out to the estlmated 20 mllllon women m ngena most of
~ whom are unemployed ‘poor and reside predominantly in the rural areas. ‘Tts member assoc1at10ns
undertake relevant assignments and projects that promote spiritual and physical welfare of the farthful and
-hold regular meetings at local government and state levels each month. Meanwhrle the Natlonal L
Executive Council (NEC), comprising elected ofﬁcers state chairpersons or Amirahs and board
“chairpersons with- portfolios that include health, meets quarterly. The NEC co- ordrnates mtematlonal
relatlons develops pohcres and momtors their: 1mplementat1on o ‘

‘ USG Ambassador S Gll‘lS Scholarshlp Program L

. The Govemment of Nrgena has not prov1ded natlonw1de access to quahty basrc educatlon The poor 4
© quality of education generates low demand and therefore low levels of student enrollment. Asa result
levels of adult literacy are low, having actually declined in the 1990s, and academic performance is-poor.

- Of the 30 million pnmary—school aged children in Nigeria, 10 million are not enrolled in school. Oof those o :

currently in primary school, fewer than one third will enroll in junior secondary.and even fewer 1nto
fsecondary school, 72.1 percent of childrenbetween the ages of 4 and 12 cannot read at all; 54.7 percent
- lack basic numeric skills. Only 60 percent of the primary-age children (age 6 to ll) atténd primary school
- w1th males more likely than females to attend primary school (64 percent versus 57 percent respect1vely)
“Urban- rural differences are striking: 70 percent of chlldren in. urban areas attend pnmary school
-' compared with 56 percent in rural areas: ' S ‘ - x

" FUNDING

, us Fundmg Startmg in 2003 ‘the Ambassador s G1rls\ Scholarshrp Program (AGSP) in ngena receives }
- $600,000 for the 3 years under the President’s African Educatron In1t1at1ve The Model Secondary School k
y receives $1 440 total for 3 years ($l60 00 per rec1p1ent) ' s B




, NdT"Es ks

. MRS BUSH w111 present 20 d1ct10nar1es to the rec1p1ents of the Ambassador s Girls’ Scholarshlp
" Program (AGSP) S . SR

ATTACHMENTS

o . Blographles of Greeters and Program Part1c1pants . 7 "
- AEL Fact Sheet DI 4 : )



- BIOGRAPHIES OF GREETER AND PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

' GREETERS

Mrs Fatrma Baba Gom [Fa—tee ma, Baa—Baa ‘Go-ee], Prznczpal Model Secondary School
Mrs: Amy Uzoewulu, [Ooh-zo-woo-lu], Prmczpal American International School, Abuja ,
- Professor Gidado Tahir, [Gee-da-Do, Ta-here], Executive Director, Universal Basic. Educatzon Commzsszon .
Mrs. Mariam Othman [Uth-mon], Natzonal Vzce-Preszdent Federatzon of Muslzm Women :
Association of Nzgerza (FOMWAN) o _
- Jumoke Seun Olabode [Ju-moe- kay, Oh la-bo- day] 4"' grade 7 years old, Student and AGSP reczpzent '
- Model Secondary School o . o =
Mr Lamm Sow (La—meen So) Regzonal Coordznator World Educatzon

Mrs Fatrma Baba Gon1 (Fa-tee-ma Baa-Baa Go- nee) Prznczpal Model Secondary School ., o L

Mrs Baba Gon1 has been the pr1nc1pal at the Model Secondary School for l year Prror to this pos1tlon }
she spent many years as a classroom teacher and most recently as the headmistress at a primary school for .
4.years. She studied Education and Engllsh at the University of Ma1dugur1 in Nigeria. Mrs. Baba Goni
She has been a classroom teacher. ‘When asked why shée went into educatlon Mrs Baba Gon1 stated “r
love ch11dren and have always wanted tobea teacher S ‘ Ll

Mrs Amy Uzoewulu (Ooh-zo “W00- lu) Principal, Amerzcan ]nternatzonal School Abuja L e
‘Was one of the founding faculty members of the Amerrcan International School. ‘She began as a teacher G
and taught in the classrooms for nearly lO years before becomlng the act1ng and eventually pr1nc1pal e

The Amerrcan Intematronal school of Abuja was founded in 1993 when a group of concerned parents and
U Embassy officials recognized the need for a school that would adequately prepare students who' -

- reside Nigertia to continue their education in America after living overseas. The school is currently located .
on the Model. Secondary School compound, a site authorized by the Federal Caprtal Development . .. - -
Authonty Architects are de51gn1ng a new permanent campus on nearly 20 acres’ recently allocated to ",

', AISA. AISA has a principal, an assistant principal, a finance officer,’ 16 full tlme teachers 2 part-tlme

' teachers 1 full tlme lrbrarlan and 8 full tlme a551stants o : -

: Professor G1dado Tahlr ( Gee Da-Doe Ta-here), Executzve Dzrector Unzversal Baszc Educatzon .
’Commzsszon o : - .

Professor G1dado Tahir is the Executlve Chairman of Nrgena s Unrversal Ba51c Educatlon Commlssron
- tasked with guiding the implementation of basic education for Nigeria’s 25 million pupils in primary. and
. junior secondary schools. He is a former Executive Director of the National Nomadic Education - E
- .. Commission, where he developed a keen interest fac111tat1ng girls education. Earlier in hlS career he was =5
a Professor of Educatlon at Amadu Bello Unlver51ty, Zarra/Kano Nrgerra - : '

M Marvam Othman (Mare -ee-am Uth- mon) Natzonal Vzce-preszdent Federatzon of Muslzm Women
' Assoczatzon of Nzgerza (FOM WAN) : , - , — ‘ »

‘Maryam Idris Othman a Mushm since b1rth 1s. the Natlonal Secretary of the Federatlon of Mushm O
Jomen' s Assocmtlons in Nigeria (FOMWAN) FOMWAN has 32 state branches in the 36 states of:

Ni gerid and over 500 affiliate groups.- Othman plays a leadershrp role in her community as the National

Secretary of FOMWAN wh1ch serves as a un1fy1ng factor and vorce for the Muslrm women in Nrgena




She has also served as the pres1dent of Kaduna state FOMWAN and has participated in and 1mplemented

 various activities and programs in her community. Othman has organized conferences, lectures, -

workshops, and seminars and participated in those organized by other groups on various topics. ‘She

‘participated for example in the recent interfaith forum on HIV/AIDS in Nigeria organized by the federal

government - the National Action Committee on AIDS. Othman supported and coordinated the setting up
of an annual madrasa (Islamic school) for children aged between two to twenty years during the months of
fasting (Ramadan). In addition, she has partlclpated in electlon momtonng in the recently concluded

' federal elections of Nigeria.

~ Also engaged in monitoring elections for her country, Othman noted 'that women's voter turnout

and participation in politics was outstanding and this is fulfilling. Things are beginning to change now,
thank God'. The advice that Othman can give to women in her community and in other parts of the world
is that they should always remember that seeking knowledge is the most important aspect of women’s
lives. "With education', Othman believes, 'the sky is the limit for women'. To rehglous male leaders, Mrs.
Othman makes a plea that they.should accept the fact that the roles of women in the community are very
important, women and men can complement each other, and that women are not challenging men. Only
women know how to tackle feminine problems and have different experiences and therefore perspectives - '
on other issues. Othman is keen to stress that 'women are not a threat to men'. An 1mportant lesson

Othman has learned as a woman of faith is that ‘what patrence and perseverance cannot give you, the lack

thereof can never glve you

(b)(6).

. Mr Lé.min Sow (L»a-meenvSo )v, Regional Coordinator, World Education

Lamine Sow is a Guinea national. He earned a Master's in Public Policy and Management from Carnegie
Mellon University, Pittsburgh. PA in 1995. Mr. Sow worked for the Guinea Ministry of Education before
joining USAID/Guinea as an Education Officer (1998-2003). Since March, 2003 as an employee of
World Education, Inc., he has served as World Education's Country Representative in Nrgena and AGSP
Reglonal Coordmator for West Africa. ,

DISCUSSION‘--.PARTICIPANTS

(b)(6)




~ Pages 9 & 10 Redacted
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FACT SHEET

| . , to Afnca Educatlon In1t1at1ve (AEI)

L anary school enrollment in African countries are among the lowest in the world, w1th 36% of chlldren
~in Africanot in school. - Education is most of Africa is adversely affected by limited funds and lack of
'adequate numbers of teachers, classrooms, and learning materials. In June 2002, President Bush - ‘
- ~announced the Africa Educatlon Initiative (AEI), which focuses on increasing access to quality bas1c
o ‘education. opportumtles in Africa through scholarshlps textbooks and teacher trammg programs It 1s -
A 1mplemented by USAID. ' : : . . .

. InTune 2005 Pres1dent Bush announced mcreased fundmg under AEI and an expan51on of efforts to
improve. access to educatlon and training for margmahzed students and teachers; out- of-school youth
S orphans and other vulnerable children; and access to product1v1ty-mcreas1ng _]Ob skills trammg and -
‘development for youth and their families. The total 1n1t1at1ve is $6OO million dur1ng the perrod Flscal o
R Year 2002 through Fiscal Year 2010 DI

: 'fAmbassadors Girls> Scholarshlp Program In Afnca glrls account for- 60 percent of the approx1mately -

42 million children who are not enrolled in school. AEI is worklng to br1dge this gender gap by prov1d1ng .

- 550 000 scholarships by 2010, mostly to African girls at the primary and secondary levels, so that they can

" grow. up to assume positive roles in the education, political, and economic- sectors of their countnes o
. Support may mclude tuition, books, unlforms and other essentials needed to ensure continiied. access: to

: ~* education opportunities. Scholarship recipients also benefit from mentormg act1v1t1es that promote self- U

o "development and provide pos1t1ve role models for the g1rls ' , : : :

" Textbooks and Other Learnmg Materlals The AEL in partnersh1p w1th Afncan 1nst1tut1ons and
American minority serving institutions, will develop 15 million textbooks and related learning and

- teaching materials, and distribute them in Africa. This partnershlp emphasrzes relevant content; 1nst1tu- o

- tional capacity building, and the long-term sustalnablhty of the partnershlps between the Afncan
o v1nst1tut1ons and the1r Amencan counterparts ' : S : :

. Teacher Trammg The pursult of unlversal access to educatlon places enormous stress on already
~ burdened education systems in Africa. Recru1t1ng, trammg, and supporting enough teachers to: prov1de :

- quality learning can be particularly challenging. To meet this challenge AEI is developing; promotmg and”

- expanding innovative methods for training more that 920,000 teachers and. adm1mstrators to 1mprove the -
o quahty of leammg for mllhons of Afncan ch1ldren ‘ SRR :

o AEI prov1des support to strengthen the focus on HIV /AIDS m1t1gatron and prevent1on AEI increasesthe =
- “capacity of African education systems to manage the impacts of HIV/AIDS on teachers, students, and the -
~ quality of education. Many of the scholarshlp and teacher trammg programs 1nclude HIV /A-S '

) 'preventlon and Life Skills curricula.. - . , . :

The 1n1t1at1ve also increases parent and commumty 1nvolvement n chrldren S. educatlon through such
. activities as sponsoring reading programs and strengthening parent associations. This will help schools o
- and school systems become more transparent and responswe to the needs of c1v1l soc1ety = :

' .Beglnmng in F1scal Year 2007 new- components of AEI will begrn 1nc1ud1ng outreach to margmahzed :
populatlons such as orphans and vulnerable ch1ldren out-of—school youth and Mushms rehab111tat10n of

ll




‘_v‘bseh'o,ols;_" andz,th‘e use of techno]egies’.’ l

Recegnizing'that the education of African children is vital tobAfn'ca s'ﬁiture economic greWth and e d e L

lastlng democracy, AEl is des1gned to improve education epportunities for Africa’s chlldren S0 that~’ i
they and thelr fam111es can enJ oy the benefits of 11teracy and leam1ng -

As of December 2005 : T

a 0* AEI has prov1ded 120,000 scholarshlps in- 40 countnes

" Over 2:1 million textbooks and other leamlng materials have been dlstnbuted

Nearly 60 000 new and over 250 000 current teachers in15 countnes have been tralned. -

12
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' THE WHITE HOU_SE
WASHINGTON

TELEVISION IN TERVIEW WITH BILL SAMMON OF THE WASHINGTON TIMES AND

L.

I

Iv. .

SCOTT STEARNS OF VOICE OF AMERICA
Monday, January 16,2006
Ambassador’s Residence
Monrovia, Liberia -
- 10:25 a.m. to 10:45 a:m. .

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND

You will participate in a one-on-one print interview with B111 Sammon of The Washlngton T1mes
and a one-on-one radio interview w1th Scott Stearns of V01ce of America to discuss your trip to -

- Liberia, Ghana and Nigeria. -

Both reporters will ask you about the reason you are going to Africa, the events you will attend,

“and what you hope to accomplish. They will-ask you about the trip to Liberia and the -

significance of the first woman President elected in Africa.  They will also ask about what your

- daughters are doing; what it is like to have Barbara travel with you; and what Barbara had been -
,domg in Africa durmg her stay there. :

PRESS PLAN

One-on-One Print Interview
Onefqn_-One Radio Interview

PARTICIPANTS

» ‘Bill Sammon The Washington Times ‘; T : ~ ‘,
- Scott Stearns, Voice of America ‘ ‘ SR ST -
Susan Whltson Press Secretary to the First Lady

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

10:25 Aa;m., o MRS BUSH arrives in the L1v1ng Room of the Ambassador s Re51dence and

.begins participation in One-on- One Prlnt Interview w1th Bill Sammon of The

: 3 Washington Times. : ‘
10:35 am. .. MRS. BUSH concludes: partlclpatlon in 1nterv1ew and B111 Sammon departs and '

o ~ Scott Stearns of Voice of America arrives. ‘

10:35 a.m.. MRS. BUSH begins participation in One-on-One Radlo Interv1ew with Scott -

- Stearns of Voice of America.

' 10'45 —arn ~MRS. BUSH concludes Interv1ew‘and_departs. :

| ATTACHMENTS
e Blography of Bill: Sammon |
' Biography of Scott Stearns
~» Talking Points
[ J

-~ Possible Q&A

7o



Bio of Bill Sammon

Bill Sammon is the White House correspondent for the Wasliing"tOn Times.

While at the Plain Dealer in Cleveland, Bill spent two years uncovering widespread: corruptron at the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, prompting 1nvest1gat10ns into voter fraud that resulted in the ouster
of top electlon officials from both political parties.

B111 was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize for his investigative reporting for the Washington szes on illegal v

fundraising by the: Teamsters and the Democratic Party. Bill spent much of the last two years covering the

closest presidential race in history and was one of the ﬁrst reporters to arrive in Tallahassee for the post-

election standoff, never leaving until it was over.



Bio of Scott Stearns

Scott. Stearns moved to the White House beat in 2001 from Kenya where for five years he headed up VOA' -
East Africa Bureau. Before his tour in Nairobi, Scott worked in the English to Africa service where his ’
reporting for VOA began as a Nigeria stringer in 1992. During his time in west Africa, Scott also eovered the.
Liberian civil war for the BBC, the Associated Press, The Economist and The Christian Science Monitor. He
‘has a B.S.’and M.S/in J oumnalism from Northwestem University. Scott lives with his W1fe Jodi and their two

: _”chlldren
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" The Atlanta Joumnal-Constitution
'Januaryll 2006 B N '
_-»HEADLINE Liberian 'Iron Lady' thd to Cobb Presrdent elect 1s teenagers grandmother

, BYLINE SHELIAM POOLE ' , ‘

': In a few days Ellen Johnson Slrleaf w1ll make h1story as the first female president of leerla and
. the first woman ever elected head of an African nation. Travelmg to Liberia to celebrate her

" Monday inau guratlon will-be two Acworth teens

Jenelle and Be'rylene Sirleaf, students‘ at North Cobb iHigh School, plan to leave Geor‘gla‘

o tomorrow to join their paternal graridmother --- known as the Iron Lady --- as she is sworn inas

: thelr parents were bom

LR ‘.‘For her part younger srster Berylene 16 is trymg to stay grounded "It s been a we1rd

- the West African nation’s next head of state. Th1s w1ll be thelr first trip to Liberia, where both -

= Unt11 recently, few people knew of Johnson Slrleaf‘s fannllal connectlon to Georgla That
v changed once local medla began running the story ' o e

"t's exc1t1ng, sa1d J enelle 17, who 1s cons1denng a career with the Umted Natlons or in-
~ business. "The whole election was really a big deal in Lrberla It was 1mportant to me, but I dldn't ’
.;'know 1t would be th1s huge [1n Georgla] i o S c

B experience,” said Berylene, who may one day pursue fashion design but loves sports. and'hopes '
- to make the tennis team at school. "I think, "Wow, my grandmother is going to be presrdent It's
~ the most amazrng thmg ever. "I'm try1ng not to expect too much or, too httle.” S

J enelle and Berylene are the. daughters of one of Johnson- Slrleaf‘s four sons, Charles a banker "

- b'who lives in Liberia. The girls live with thelr mother, Joan, an accountant Joan Slrleaf moved to . o N

,the Unlted States in the 1980s to escape what was to become a 14- -year. civil war, which took
"~ more than a quarter-million lives and devastated the natlon She met her husband in Georgla and, :
- thelr two daughters were born in the United States : 2 : i

] enelle and Berylene descnbe J ohnson Sirleaf, whom they srmply call Grandma as very nice.
- and hard- worklng They recalled the holldays she would come to. Georgla to vrslt ‘and they:

o vproudly show a photograph of the president-to- be sitting at the family's dining room table When':_} o =

she's not too busy, she tries to call them at least once a week. Jenelle also recalls the trmes the -

e - famlly would visit Sirleaf when she 11ved in New York and worked at the Unlted Natlons ,

:- ‘J oan Srrleaf said the exc1tement meter at her Cobb County home has shot off the scale s1nce the
election. The day of the vote, the Sirleafs followed the news; mainly on the Intemet When she :

L - won, they got acall from Charles and later spoke w1th the pres1dent elect

i k lAlthough Joan Slrleaf and her mother-m law don't talk about polltlcs too much "Thls 1S e
'.fsomethmg she really believes in," said Joan. "I look at it as a step: forward for women It shows A

what we can accompllsh if we're willing to work hard."




Johnson-Sirleaf's mauguratron is expected to be attended by first lady Laura Bush and Secretary .
" of State Condoleezza Rice. ‘

The electron of the Unity Party candldate was watched closely throughout the continent. She
defeated soccer millionaire George Weah in a November presrdentral runoff.

Former South African Pre51dent Nelson Mandela said i in a congratulatory message that her '
" victory opened a new chapter in the hlstory of the contment and in the women's movement in
Afnca accordmg to: AllAfrlca com.

Political change i 1n works

Women often play secondary roles in African society and rarely ascend to the upper echelons of
political power. They are often the most affected by war, poverty and poor educatlon and health:
care. But experts say perhaps that 1s changmg --- albeit slowly.

About the same timne the 67-year-old Johnson-Sirleaf won the leerran electlon Tanzania's new
president, Jakaya Kikwete, named several women to his Cabinet, 1nclud1ng the posts of minister
for finance and minister of foreign affairs and international cooperatlon according to

‘ AllAfrlca com. -

J ohnson Sirleafis. rewrltlng history for. Afrrcan women," sa1d Sam Chemb1 actlng director of
- the Center for the Study of Public Scholarshlp at Emory Umversny and a former member of the
R Dutch parllament :

"African women have never had a strong voice. It is totally a rnale-dominated culture, and here
she comes, the Iron Lady. This means Liberia is ready fora mind-'set change."

‘Cherribi said he recently saw Johnson Sirleaf at an event in Washmgton He sa1d she talked
about her grandchildren and said she had strong relations with the United States.

Impressiye resume

" Johnson-Sirleaf is the former director of the U.N. Development Programme Regional Bureau for
Africa, vice president and member of the executive board of Equator Bank, a founding member
of the International Instrtute for Women in Polltrcal Leadershlp and a senior loan officer at the
World Bank. ‘

She has twice been 1mpr1soned for her politics, and she was elected pres1dent on her second
attempt at the country's highest ofﬁce

Cherribi said Johnson Srrleaf faces a fomndable task in rebuilding the country after decades of -
" .violence in Liberia, which is roughly the size of Tennessee and has a population of 3.5 million,
' accordlng to the CIA World F actbook She must work to end corruptron spur investment and




' economic deve]opment and focus on hea]th and educatlon At the same tlme she- must work hard
' to bu:ld a consensus among r1va1 parties. . sLEe

S




The NEWS (Monrovia) - o S B
January 12, 2006 e ' ‘ .
HEADLINE: Six Presidents for Inau guratron NTGL Releases Calendar of Events

' BYLINE: T. Michael Johnny

At least six African Presrdents have confirmed their respective presence in Monrovia for the
~ historic inauguration of Liberia and Africa's first female elected President, Mrs. Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, slated for J anuary 16 20006 at the Capltol Burldmg, lnformatlon Minister, C. William -
Allen has disclosed.
Briefing Executive Mansion reporters followmg an-hour long Cabinet Meetmg Wednesday,
Minister Allen named Nigeria's President and Chairman of the African Union (AU), Olusegun
- Obansanjo, South African President, Tambo Mbeki, and Ghanaian President John Kuffor.
Others include Sierra Leonean President, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, and Ivorian President, Laurent
, Gbagbo all of whom have communicated to the Foreign Ministry confirming their participation
in the inauguration of Liberia's 23rd President- elect. \
Reports also have it that the Burkina Fasso President, Blaise Campore will also attend.

Also included in the list of dignitaries expected to grace the inauguration are Guinea's Prime
~ Minister Saydou Diallo, and several other prox1ed from heads of States and governments in
Africa and elsewhere.
From across the Atlantic Ocean, Mrs. Laura Bush, wife of United States President George
Bush, United States Secretary of State, Condoleeza Rice, the Chinese Foreign Minister, and the
Development Minister of France are all expected in Monrovia, Minister Allen told the Press..
- "Although the list of expected guests are still confirming their presence with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the names given are those that have formally confirmed their willingness to .
attend the inauguration," the Information Minister said Wednesday. :
"I think the presence of powerful African and influential leaders and business executives from
developed countries is a sign of relief that at long last, Liberia will become stable, embrace
development and be on par with other emergmg democracies in Africa and the world at large "
an incoming lawmaker asserted. ‘
- In arelated development; the National Transitional Government of L1ber1a (NTGL) has released

the calendar of events leading to the mauguratlon of the President- elect. In its protocol, the

NTGL said the inauguration ceremonies start on Saturday, January 14, 2006 with a cultural and
‘musical extravaganza at the Antoinette Tubman Stadium, (ATS) which will be opened to the

public at 7:00 p.m. '

On Sunday, January 15, 2006 atllo clock a.m., an Intercessory and Thanksgiving Service will

be held at the First United Methodist Church on Ashmun Street by invitation only, while at 2

o'clock p.m., an honoring program organized by Women's Orgamzatron will be held at the ATS,

~which will be opened to the public. :

Seemingly, the NTGL said on Monday, January 16 2006 at' 11 a.m., inauguration ceremony W111

take place on the grounds of the Capitol Building, which is strictly by invitation, while reception

will follow at the Executive Mansion and simultaneously in communities throughout the country.

Finally on Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at 9:30 a.m., the President will receive the ad hoc Missions
accredited to the inauguration in the parlous of the Executive Mansion. At 10:30 a.m., the

President will receive the delegations from the 15 counties including traditional leaders at the

- same venue, while at 2 p.m. , national children's party will also be held at the Executrve Mansion. .




" Deutsche Pre‘s'se-Agentur
~January 6, 2006 ' PR '
" HEADLINE: U.S. sends securrty deta11 to protect L1ber1a ] pres1dent-elect

. DATELINE: Monrovia

. L1ber1a s trad1t10na1 friend, the U.S., has sent securlty personnel from the U.S: State Department '
to beef up protectlon for pres1dent-elect Ellen J ohnson-Slrleaf reports sa1d Fnday S

A Unlty Party press statement issued in Monrovia said the team from US. Secretary of State f L
v . Condolezza Rice's security deta11 is already in the country and will also train and build the -
e __-capaclty of the president-elect's local security as well as personnel of the Spec1al Secunty
o "‘Serv1ce (SSS) ass1gned to the pres1dent1al mansmn S Sl

':j;-f"The gesture on the part of Dr Rice and the U. S government is oné of the outcomes of Madam o
‘Sirleaf's recent visit to the U.S. during wh1ch the fragile security env1ronrnent 1n the country and -

- the need to protect the pre51dent-elect was: d1scussed " the statement sald

,when the secunty climate in the country is adJudged normal;" the statement added

" "The'U.S. secunty team 1is expected to phase over full respons1b111ty for Madam Slrleafs secunty_:vf-' o

o the local security units after completlon of the training and capacity building exerclses and

| Meanwhlle , preparations for the lnauguratlon of Afnca s ﬁrst elected female pres1dent on LT

e ';‘January 16 are gearmg up.

~The streets of Monrov1a have been cleared of 11tter and the cap1tal given a face hﬁ by youth

: groups w1th support from the United States Agency for Internatlonal Development

Voo

~The Capitol Bu11d1ng, theseat of the. natlonal legislature, and the presldentlal mansion where the .

§ 1naugurat1on is expected to be held are bemg repa1red and pamted

) The 1nauguratlon 1S expected to be attended by some 2 000 guests 1nc1ud1ng U. S F1rst Lady
_ Laura Bush and Condolezza R1ce _ :
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. W'hii't's_on,Su_san, D. -
- ‘Fr‘o'm: . ChriétOpher’Lagan [Chr’istoph"er@data'.vo‘rg],_ E
. _Sent: . Thursday, January 12, 2006 1218 PM
T To: * Whitson, SusanD. R )
_ Subject; FYI" Speculation on new Liberian Finance Minister

| A‘htoii)étte‘Sa-yeh Tipped As Finance Mi.‘ni‘ster .

By Kenneth Y. Best =
- Published: 12 January, 2006 , T BT e
. MONROVIA, January 12 -- Dr. Antoinette Sayeh, a World Bank advisor on Operations Policy and -
Country Services, has been tipped to be Liberia's new Minister of Finance, reliable sources have told the
Dai(vas‘ekVér. R S - R P I I
. Dr. Sayeh; 47, speaks fluent French, and holds the Doctor of Philosophy degree in International and
~ Development Economics. She is a product of the Fletcher School, Tufts University in Medford, - -
~_ She obtained her B.A. degree from Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, and an Academic
Diploma at College du Leman in Versoix, Geneva, Switzerland. N SR L
If confirmed by the Liberian Senate, Dr. Sayeh will become only the second woman to head the Finance
Ministry. The first woman in that position was Madam Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who has now scored two ‘
other historic firsts: the first woman to be elected President of the Republic of Liberia, and the first™ -
- African woman to be elected President of her country. .. . S A
- During her téte-a-téte with the Liberian press two weeks ago, the President-elect intimated that she L
o . trusted women with the country's money. The Daily Observer asked her'wh’gther‘ that meant that the next. -
- Minister of Finance would be a woman. She replied in an undertone, “Yes.” = = - e
- 'But despite many speculations in the media, Madam Sirleaf has not yet released the names of her S
. Dr. Sayeh, the new Finance Minister has also served as an economist with the International Monetary *
-Fund (IMF). In the early 1980s she:moved on to the World Bank, where she has garnered extensive - .
experience working as an economist and development expert in the developing nations of Africaand .~ -
Asia. ~ - o oo e S [ ST
1In 2000 and 2003 she served as the Bank's country director in three West African countries, Benin, -
Nigerand Togo. = . T e e o e
" Earlier, between 1998 and 2000, she was assistant to the Bank's Managing Director. Before then, she o
- -served in the Bank's South Asia Region; Pakistan and Afghanistan in particular, as senior economist in
- the Poverty Reduction; Economic Management and Country Operations Unit. IR
- Dr. Sayeh had earlier served as assistant to the Bank's executive director; and as an economist in'its-
Country Operations Division in Benin. T BT N SR R
The international and development economist has local experience as well, including service in'the
Ministry she is now poised to head, Finance. Between 1986 and 1988 she served as Advisor to the.
Minister of Finance on Debt and Monetary Affairs. Before then she worked as Senior Economist in the_
~ Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs. 0 DR R
Dr. Sayeh is one of the younger daughters of Mr. Anthony Sayeh, one of Liberia's early foresters, and
* - his wife. They lived in Sinkor,.Old Road. R - B SRR

&hristbphér‘ Lagan -
ress Secretary -

1/12/2006

Massachusetts, USA, where fshe,r_took both her Master's and PhD degreés in 1981 and_l/98,5, respectively, -
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Whitson, Susan D.

From:  White House News Update [News.Updaté@WhiteHous‘e.Gov]
Sent:  Friday, January 13, 2006 3:42 PM

To: Whitson, Susan D. » ‘ ‘
Subject: AP - Laura Bush: America soon will have a woman in Oval Office

Laura Bush: America soon will have a woman in Oval Office
By DEB RIECHMANN

WASHIN'GTON (AP) Laura Bush predicted on Friday that the United States soon will have a female
president a Republican, and maybe even Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. o

**T think it will h‘appen-for sure,” Mrs. B,ush said about a woman in the Oval Office. -

'She made the comment in a CNN interview broadcaSt on Friday, the day before she leaves for Liberiato.

attend the inauguration of the first female president in Africa.

T think it will happen probably in the next fe‘w“terms‘of the presidency in the United States,"’Mrs. Bush
said. . N SR , : , . . ,

Rice has said she has no desire to be president when President Bush's second term expir'cs; but Mrs.
Bush said: **I'd love to see her run. She's terrific." ‘ ' ‘

Mrs. Bush leaves Saturdvay 'n‘i'ghtl‘ for Africa where she will visit Ghana and Nigeria'to promote education
and AIDS treatment after leading the U.S. delegation attending the swearing-in of Liberia's President-
elect Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on Monday in Monrovia. - ’

Rice is part of the delegation, as is one of the president's daughters, Ba'rbara, who worked recently at a
pediatric AIDS hospital in South Africa. “*She's interested in the policy surrounding AIDS and what we
can do in our country and in other countries around the world to really stop AIDS," Mrs. Bush said.

During the 1‘3-minuie interview in the Map Room of the White House,‘Mrs‘. Bush talked about how she
and the president try to comfort the families of fallen U.S. troops by saying that their service in the ‘
- armed forces is helping to establish a stable democracy in the Middle East. ' ‘

In another gesture of consolation, Mrs. Bush said that on‘Thur‘sday she called to offer encouragement to
the wife of Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito, Martha-Ann Bomgardner, who left her husband's
testy Senate confirmation hearing in tears, eliciting sympathy from senators of both parties.

I think it's very important for the Senate to have a very civil and respectful hearing for anyone that has
been nominated for the Supreme Court or for the other jobs that require Senate confirmation,” Mrs. Bush

said.

- "But on the other hand, my family has been in politics for a loﬁg time and I think you do develop a
thick skin. Does it ever not hurt? You know, not.really." ‘ \

1/13/2006
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 BEENews

Prescrlblng poetry m ngerla
"'“lemg in ngena is hell,” says one of the characters ina new short story by ngenan
. writer Tolu Ogunlesn : : -

But thlS 23- year old who also works as a: pharmacnst thlnks he s found a’ cure in wrltmg

: © "It'sa way of deallng with. my sanlty and. |nsan|ty," he told the BBC s Network Afrlca programme o e
o |n a serles ‘about new African writers, ' . :

. The l|vmg hell also provndes a wonderful canvas for h|s wrltlng
o "Desplte the seemlng chaos of ngerlan soctety |t keeps you goung

: "It s excutmg and shocklng, and you can feel angry and happy Its a blend you may not see |n
the West " he says . : RRCRISRPO LY

: vE-maIIJunkle L .

' Ogunles: who began writing two years ago says he also enjoys "llnkmg normally unlmkable
R thlngs" and allowmg h|s |mag|natlon to consuder thlngs "the mlnd would not. consnder loglcal“

' o . : S EEE . I love the energy; wildness'and madness:of Lagos
e . Tolu Ogunlesi R o

In his story The Baby Who Didn't Stop Crying, a ngenan pollceman tries to pay for hlS bus fare
.+ to the consternation of conductor and passengers, used to seelng police offlcers ms:stmg on.:
- ,travellmg for free lf they are not demandlng bribes, : : B

- ThlS pollceman with a consciénce lntroduces readers to a host of characters in the noise and
»lawlessness of over-crowded Lagos Ogunlesn s favourlte ngenan cnty ' '

: '."1 Ml love the energy, wnldness and madness of Lagos. I'ra_lw‘ays need toicome back‘;"toi Lagos to :

e recharge myself," he says . S SR o e

- "In fact, 1 wrote a poem called. Deﬂc:ency of Lagos, which_says"_if you're ‘away _from‘the city forf.: SO
s more than four months you n get 5|ck " L T s

'wThls year, Ogunlesu moved to Asaba in ngerla s southern Delta State to begln a years natlonal N
serwce ina government hospltal after his graduatlon asa pharmacnst L ERRDIC IR

_,'Hls career as a writer has also taken off In his New Year poem ‘The Stream Ogunlesu descnbes" ' S
e how hlS wntmg began as a trlckle and has turned |nto a torrent of work.’ L L :

: Follownng the publlcatlon of h|s fll“St collectlon of poetry, he hvas perf,or'med'his poems atbfestivals‘ Y

ht‘_t'p:;’//neWSv.ot:e;'bbc.cofuk/m'papps/pagetOols/print'/news.‘bbc;.coﬁuk/l/-hi/w'orld/afrioav/45}v6,”93.....'_”5‘-? 1/ 10/2'0'061_ ';,
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in Holland and Belgiutn and become a fellow on the British Council Crossing- Borde'lv's‘Project._
‘With such a tight schedule when does he menage to,put pen to paper? . ‘ : .

. "Mostly when I should be workmg |n my pharmacy -1 fmd it eaS|er to work when I ought I be
doing something else, it flows better," he says. Lo

He's also found.time to write a blog for the BBC's Africa 05 website. He admits to being an e-mail
junkie and claims the internet is the key to his publishing successes so far.

"When you find yourSepruShed to the wall, the internet opens up a land that you never saw. It
takes your work to an audience that is further and wider then you could imagine.”

His insecurities about the future, described as "see-sickness" in The Stream, are balanced by
"sea-seekness", an ambition to move into deeper waters of novel writing in the year ahead.

Here, he feels his nationality puts him on a firm'footing.

"Nigeria is classified by the powers -that-be as a third world country, but in our llterary prowess
we inhabit a first class worId And that’s no empty boast," he wrote. .

"1 wouldn't exchange b'eing a Nigerian for anything.”
The Stream by Tolu Ogunlesi

This dylng year has been an ever- wudenlng corridor
where the stream .of my life seems to have taken on
the Blueness of More Significant Waters '

I want this stream never to end, stroll
‘on and on like raging Steam, roll
like a never-ceasing thread ’

And contlnue |ts widening like the porndge from the Boy's Maglc Pot
whose mama forgot the StopSesame. . :
I want to forget too, my Stream's StopSesame

May this flow never cease, neither its queness :
where poems and stories have ruffled the waters, and kissed the bait
= of my mind, waiting patlent_ly to be smo_ked on the fireplace rack

Where Self-Discovery'is a shark, nibbling .
At my old unsure self, and Fulfilment is the venom
that the teeth of the waves sink into me.

See-sickness afflicts me, and I strive
to peer down the barrel of the horizon, wondenng,
what can I read from the lips of the New Year's shores?

Sea-seekness too afflicts, and 1 stri\_/e"'
to ‘exchange this stream for the Sea, wondering,
on what key does it - the Sea - with its Fangs make Music.

g h.tto://newsv'ote-.bbc_.co.uk/mpapos/pagetoolS/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/afrioa/45693.... 1/10/2006




Agence France Presse - Enghsh |

January 5, 2006 Thursday 11 19 AM GMT

’ LENGTH 310 words
HEADLINE Chlnese FM to v151t Afr1ca energy on the agenda
vFDATELINE BEIJING Jans
'_"BODY _ |
.‘ Chma'sFore1gn 'l\/Iinister L1 Zhaoxmg W1ll pay h1s ﬁrst overseas visit th1s year to. Afr1ca and
T energy ex‘ploration is on the agenda, the foreign m1n1stry said Thursday.

, In keepmg w1th 1ts self-proclanned role as champlon of developing nat‘-ions,,, China"'each Year o
o “‘chooses Afrlca for 1ts first fore1gn visit. e .. c

' "-7L1 w1ll travel to Cape Verde, Senegal Mali, leerla, N_iggvria and Libya from January;ll to_ 19, -
K sa1d forelgn m1mstry spokesman Qm Gang ‘ : R S

'Exact dates for each v1s1t were not g1ven

.._ka sa1d L1 will s1gn b1lateraI agreements on econom1c and technologlcal cooperat1on

'On the relatlonsh1p between Chma and Afrlca and mutual cooperation between the two s1des
we are qulte pos1t1ve with it,” Qin sa1d : : : -

_ "We stand ready to work with the Afr1can natlons through bilateral channels and throughthe
. China- Africa Forum to: enhance our cooperatlon in varlous ﬁelds 1nclud1ng the ﬁeld of'é energy
L explorat1on " : : T

, _Chma in recent years has increasingly looked to Afr1ca asa source of energy as 1t attempts to
: d1ver51fy its supphers to feed its boommg economy ; '

: VApart from L1bya all the other countrles Li w1ll v1s1t are 1n west Africa,. where70 percent.(jf o |
Afr1ca soil is bemg produced o R L

gChma 1s 1nterested n Afrlca not only for oil and gas but a varlety of natural resources needed for

its economlc growth mcludmg t1mbe

<A US study sponsored by the Counc1l on Fore1gn Relat1ons late last year cla1med China was.

challengmg US interests and values in Africa, sh1eld1ng rogue states", harmmg the env1ronment,
competmg w1th the US for oil and thwamn g anti- corruptlon drlves , '




Beijing is also accused of contributing to serious envi'ronmental"damége by importing timber
through unlicensed loggers. : S C ‘

Qin Thursday said China's interest in Africa benefits the continent as well. "I believe all this
cooperation will be helpful for the development of Africa itself," he said.
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HEADLINE Notonous L1ber1an warlord re1nvents hrmself as elected senator

| ‘,_ 'BYLINE By TODD PITMAN Assoc1ated Press Writer:

DATELINE 'MONROVIA, leerla f_ N

BODY

. One w1tness saw. hrm execute a pleadmg rehefworker accused ofproﬁteermg ln a v1deo he '
' chugged beer whlle his men hacked offan ousted presrdent s ears hours before h1s tortured death

Once a powerful factron leader, more recently an evangehcal preacher—m ex1le Prmce Johnson s
'helped drive Liberia into a catastrophic civil war. Today, he's a senator-elect promlslng to
e reburld thrs West African nation - and. he 1s not the only’ lawmaker with a notorrous past e

,. "We re talkmg about anew leerla, anew.: future We have an enormous _]Ob to do " Johnson
~-said durmg an interview: in Monroyvia, sitting in a faux leather chair at one of this bombed- out
_*01ty s hotels "The country is in ruin, total ruin. I've come back to help reburld "o T

-5

- "Johnson s brutal past is no secret, even'if he says little now about his role i in a war that took the e
lives of an estlmated 200,000 people; turned mrllrons mto refugees and left even the caprtal -
w1thout electrrcrty or runnmg water e , i L

- Liberians can only hope that the rise of Johrison and others tamted by charges of brutahty or

corrupt1on won't undermme their chances of recoverrng and burldmg a democracy

"t's embarrassm& " sa1d Mamadou Kromah, 24, who sells v1deos showmg smpplts of the ex- At
~warlord overseelng the torture of just-captured President Samuel Doe. "Prrnce Johnson should be‘ R
put on tr1al ‘not put mto ofﬁce " : ' s S

.'Johnson s m111t1a seized Doe and tortured him to death in 1990 A v1deo shows the leader in hlS B
L underwear tied up. and bloody Doe begs to be spared but Johnson orders the temﬁed leader S
ears severed S

Around the same time, Johnson personally executed a- Liberian rellef worker he accused of -

:proﬁteerrng from rice sales, calllng him a "traltor "An Assocrated Press photographer who



,wi’inessed the scene réponed the crumpled victim briefly lifted his head and asked "Why, why?"
- “before Johnson finished him off. ‘ ' ‘ ‘

During theﬁ war, Johnson also reportedly killed some of his own commanders and briefly took 22
foreigners hostage in a bid to provoke intemational intervention.

- The war ended two years ago when warlord-tumed-president Charles Taylor stepped down as ,
~ rebels advanced on the capital. Johnson's militia fought fierce street battles with Taylor's forces
in the early 1990s, but he left in 1992 and became an evangelical preacher in Nigeria's Christ
- Deliverance Ministry in Lagos. ' R

Johnson retumed for the first time last year.
. Despite his ruthlessness, he remains popular among many for taking a stand against Taylor and
- overthrowing Doe, who took power in a coup a decade earlier. Johnson's 34 percent of the vote
in his native Nimba County was the highest won by any senator.

- "My regret is that we fought one another for nothing: It was a senseless war," Johnson said.
- "Whatever reason I may give you now for getting involved in the war, it does not erase the fact
that.th-is'country was destroyed and needs to be rebuilt." :

“ In October, Liberians'elgctedB‘O senators and 64 representatives who take office in January ‘
under a government led by Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first African woman to be elected o
.- president. Founded by freed American slaves in 1847, Liberia's bicameral legislature 1s modeled .
~* on America's. ’ ' ' -

S Sitt_ing alongside J’ohnsoh in the new legislature wiil be Adolphus Dolo, a Ta'ylor commander
~ known as Gen. Peanut Butter, who campaigned on the slogan: "Let him butter your bread.”

U.S.-based Human Rights Watch has gathered testimony from witnesses who accuse Dolo of
- recruiting child soldiers during the war and supporting rebel attacks on civilians in neighboring
- Ivory Coast's conflict in 2003.

- Taylor, indicted for war crimes in neighboring Sierra Leone, is in exile in Nigeria. But his wife,
Jewel Howard-Taylor, was elected to the senate. She and two other legislators-elect are under a
U.N. travel ban and assets freeze for constituting "a threat to the peace process in Liberia."

Johnson-Sirleaf and U.N. officials say Johnson ahd‘others were free to run for office because.
_they weren't under Liberian indictment. ’ B I '

. "All.of.them havc beeh elécted .. in a ffge and fair democratic process; and' 'uhless th_'ere afe
charges that come from someone affected or aggrieved, there will be nothiﬁg I'can do," Johnson- -
Sirleaf told The Associated Press. - o

Human rights violations have hever been an obstacle to gaining high office here. Taylor was ,
elected president »by a landslide in 1997 in what was deemed a fair election, even though many - .




belleve he won because of fears he would re-i gmte war 1f he ]ost
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BODY: | o - v | o
Liberian President-elect Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf met her challenger George Weah Saturday for the

first time since the November election Weah says was fraudulent, but the former soccer star
would not say whether he would drop his protest. '

International election observers have deemed the presidential elections largely clean, and ‘
regional leaders have urged Weah to concede to J ohnson-Sirleaf, the first woman in Africa to be

elected president.

Asked after Saturday's meeting if he was abandoning his attempt to keep J ohnson-Sirleaf from
taking office on Jan. 16, Weah said "I am a peaceful person. I don't want to jeopardize the peace
process in Liberia." ' ‘

"Liberia‘ is more important than anybody," he said, adding that the international community is
- "looking for a stable and peaceful Liberia. We must respect that, and I respect that."

~ The meeting came a d‘ay after Liberia's election commission said: vote-tampering evidence
presented by Weah "was grossly insufficient” and dismissed his challenge.-

Weah's lawyers said after the mling that they would pursue their fraud claims before Liberia's
Supreme Court. ' '

Saturday's meetin g was arranged by tHe former Nigerian military leader Gen. Abdusalami
Abubakar, who was appointed by the Economic Community of West African States to try to
resolve the impasse. o : :

Johnson-Sirleaf and Weah shook hands after the session, which she said went well.




Abubakar jUSt wants to f nd a way for us to move forward and bnng peace and development to

. _ the L1ber1an people thats all,"™ she sald "That is my objectlve That is clearly what Iwant "t s 3_: = L

The November electlons had raised hopes that leerla would move past a war that kllled «
200,000 people and devastated the West African country. Some 15,000 U.N. peacekeepers are
keepmg the calm. The November vote ended atwo- year transmonal administration after the
E 1989 2003 c1v1l war » IR ’

k ‘On Monday, supporters of Weah clashed: w1th pohce and- U N peacekeepers promptmg the U N
' mlssmn to step up secur1ty across the capital. o _ , AT
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’. ,»BYLINE By JONATHAN PAYE LAYLEH Assoc1ated Press erter E
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" 'BODY

- Liberia's electlon commlssmn on Frlday rejected allegatlons of masswe fraud made by a fonner R

o '?soccer star who lost the natlon s first postwar pres1dent1al vote o

. George Weah has refused to concede defeat and vowed to block the Jan. 16 1naugurat10n of Ellen]'
' ."'Johnson Slrleaf who won the vote becomlng the fi rst woman in Africa to be: elected pre51dent

~ But Joseph Bl1d1 a top electoral official, sald the vote tampermg ev1dence presented by Weah 5
“M"was grossly 1nsufﬁc1ent " : = & ' - ; oy

‘"Wltnesses that were produced by George Weah d1dnt glve enough ev1dence to estabhsh that
‘ their was fraud 1n, those elections,” Blidi said in an open hearmg "The complamt 1s therefore -



dismissed.” - o | 5 _ S
“ ‘Weah s lawyers said they would pursue therr fraud claims before Liberia's Supreme Court o .
The November electlon which ended a two- year transitional admmlstratlon had raised hopes
that the West African nation would move past a devastating 1989-2003 civil war that krlled
200, OOO people Some 15,000 U.N. peacekeepers are patrolling the country '

On Monday, Weah supporters clashed w1th police and U N peacekeepers prompting the U N.
mlssmn to step up security across the caprtal

: Intematlonal election observers deemed the presidential elections largely clean
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BODY:

Supporters of a former soccer star who lost Liberia’ s first postwar presrdentlal elections clashed :
with police and U.N. peacekeepers promptmg the U N. mission Monday to step up se_cunty :
across the capital. . : : o

George Weah, who clalms the November electrons were fraudulent and refuses to concede
_defeat, fired up hundreds of supporters in a speech late Sunday, say1ng Ellen Johnson Sirleaf's -
~ inauguration in January would not take place ‘ ,

Weah's supporters l_ater attacke‘d U.N. and Liberian police in the streets of Monrovia,'lnjuring ’ .




‘ several secur1ty off cials, the U.N. sa1d ina statement Pohce detamed 40 of Weah's SUpporters o
( accused ofrlotmg, the U.N. said. R SRR o

.The U N. sa1d it had bolstered security across the capltal It blamed Weah's polltlcal party for the
, ,v1olence asklng party leaders "to call on their supporters to prevent any further drsturbances "

The November elections had rarsed hopes that leerla would move past a.1989- 2003 c1v1l war ,j
- that killed 200,000 people and devastated the West Afrrcan country Some 15, 000 U: N
»peacekeepers are keepmg the calm R :

s wWeah's speech recalled the fiery bombast used by warlords and factlonal leaders to stir up
4 mlhtants durlng the civil war. :

R "Fellow partlsans revolutlon 1s a noble cause. We must ﬁght to obtain it," he told a- cheenng
' ‘crowd "It'is our r1ght to seekjustlce and we w1ll use all means to obtaln that "o

‘ 4"I know one day we w1ll be free " he added..

‘He vowed the-Jan. 16 1naugurat10n of Johnson Slrleaf the first Afrrca woman to be elected

presrdent would not take place

: "There is no victor for now, and L say there wrll be no. 1naugurat10n in the country unt11 the world |
- gets together and finds a means for a peaceful resolutlon to the problem " Weah sald :

| 'On Monday, Infonnatlon Minister Wlllram Allen told Star’ Radlo there was a plot underway to_ ‘
destabilize the country and "one or two" top government officials were: involved. He did: not ‘

e spec1ﬁcally hnk the plot-to Weal's speech or the v1olence that followed.

,"Intematlonal election observers deemed the presrdentlal elections largely clean  while the

natlonal electrons councll decided Weah's charges of ballot box stufﬁng were groundless c “
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HEADLINE: Nigeria Plane Crash Kills 103; M_ost‘W.ere Children

‘ -BYLINE: By LYDIA POLGREEN; Tony I,yére contributed repbrt‘fng ffor_n Lagos, Nigeria, for
this article. , RN S o ' '

~ DATELINE: ELMINA, Ghana, Dec, 10

BODY:

A'pl'ane carrying 110 passengers and créw members crashed Saturday in Nigeria's main oil city,
Port Harcourt, killing all but 7 of them. It was the second deadly airline crash in Nigeria in less

than two months.

Most of the passengers were schoolchildren on their way home for the Christmas holiday,
+ according to family members at the airport interviewed on African Independent Television, a -
private television network in Nigeria. ‘ )

"All of them are gone," one distraught woman waiting at the Port Harcourt airport screamed:
before the television cameras. : :

Femi Fani-Kayode, a spokesman for Nigeria's president, Olusegun Obasanjo, said, "It is a day of
mourning for us." ' ‘ ' N

"There are a few survivors," Mr. F ani-Kaybde added.

Bereaved relatives awaiting the arrival of the flight, operated by Sosoliso Airlines and coming
from the Nigerian capital, Abuja, told The Associated Press that 75 of the 110 passengers on
~board were students at a Jesuit school on their way home.

' Mr. Fani-Kayode said he had not seen the passenger manifest and could not say who was on the
flight. ' ' ‘

The Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority spokesman, Sam Adurogboye, said the plane crashed at
+ 2:08 p.m. while in the course of landing, hitting the ground about 1,300 yards from the runway.
He said the seven survivors had been taken to the hospital for treatment, but he did not specify




.‘-:their condition =

Earller Mr Aduro gboye had told The Assoc1ated Press that the weather in Port Harcourt at. the |
time of the crash had been stormy, and that wrtnesses reported seemg llghtnlng ﬂashes as the

_'plane approached the runway

‘ .The crash on Saturday comes less than two months after the crash of a Jet in October whlle 1t was o

headed from Lagos, the commercial capital, to Abuja. That crash involved a plane operated by

Bellview Airlines and killed 117 people, including several high- rankmg government officials. It ‘ ‘A » o
‘caused both constematlon and embarrassment as the authormes scrambled to locate the

wreckage

: 'One state govemor had told reporters that the wreckage from that crash had been far to the north o
. Close to AbUJa and that nearly half the passengers had survived. He had also issued a frantic call - - i

-~ forahuge rescue operation. But the wreckage was later found in a village near Lagos and all the e
' 'passengers were dead The black boxes for the plane were never found ‘ ’

The eprsode prompted Mr. ObasanJo to say. that he would push for reform of the avratlon
mdustry and the govemment agencres responsrble for air safety x

- Mr. Fan1 Kayode said that several- steps had been taken in the wake of the Bellview crash but he S

- ,acknowled ged that yet another crash could undermme confldence in ngerla s aviation safety '
»record : « iy

: _"We will do everythmg in our power to ensure 1t stops happemng," he sald "It 1s crrtlcal people R

: feel safe "

~With 1ts long neglected battered roads ngerra s economy 1S hlghly dependent on air travel to " W
- ‘move people between Abuja, the political capital, Lagos, the commercial capltal and Port _f‘f‘- e
.. ‘Harcourt, the center of the oil industry that makes Ni gerra the second- largest economy in sub- -

Saharan Afnca

The ﬂlghts lmkmg the three maJor cities are oﬁen packed with pohtrcrans and bus1nessmen

* Driving between any of the three cities. could take a day or more By a1r the Joumey is less than |
: anhour 2 ARt RO

o To respond to the huge demand half a dozen a1rlmes have sprung up in the past decade Most of
- them use second hand planes that are two decades old or older, and runways are frequently In

dlsrepalr b
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GRAPHIC Photo: An i Image: from a Nigerian televrslon broadcast yesterday captured a o .

woman's reactlon to:'the crash (Photo by ngerlan TV, via Reuters)
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. BODY:

The world witnessed a number of major. polftical achievements .for women in 2005, from the

election of Africa's first fem_ale_president to the first polls in Saudi Arabia to include women.

Iraq and Afghanistan saw women: come out in large numbers to vote and run for positions in
their countries' first permanent postwar legislatures, while Liberia and Germany both voted
a woman to the top political office for the fir‘st; time. '

" In the Saudi city of Jiddah, women were given an un‘precbe‘dehte'd opportunity to run and
vote in an election, and two won seats on the local chamber of commerce board.

‘The foundation was laid for the election of Chile's first female president in ‘an upcoming
runoff vote, while Japan will review a bill in January to allow women to assume the imperial
throne. . SR o I o

"'l_'his has been a year in which women have taken grassroots struggles and transformed

them into something bigger by developing a very considered political strategy,” said Kavita

Ramdas, president of the San Francisco-based Global Fund for Women, which provides
- grants to women's rights groups around the world. - :

"Ten years ago, we would say we want laws to protect women," she said. "Now we are
saying we also want women in there who are the lawmakers.” .

W:orldwide, the number of female members of parliament reached a high of>6,'960 -or 16.1
- percent - in 2005, according to the Geneva-b_asedInter-Pa’rliamentary Union. :

 Alook at some of the most significant political gains for women this'past year:

“Liberia .

Ellen‘J'ohnson-Sirleaf won a runoff election in November to become Liberia_'s n'ext» leader,
as well as the first elected female president in Africa.

Johnson-Sirleaf - a former finance minister and ‘vet_eran of Citibank and the United Nations -

--said in her acceptance speech she would end the period of corrupt, male-dominated rule in
war-plagued Liberia, and she called on women across Africa to help govern their countries.




. Germany

: Afghanistan :

Afghan, women lncreased thelr voice in national pOllthS in Septembet, when 68 female ‘)
_ candldates won. seats in the 249-member legislature - the country’'s first parliament in more -
than 30 years. In ‘accordance with Afghamstan S, postwar constltutlon a quarter of the seats

were reserved for women. _ v S

;"'The women in parllament wrll be a voice for the half of thls country who have been silent
for so long," sald one of the w1nn|ng cand|dates ‘Safia Siddigi. ‘

Sa ud| Ara bla .

Two busmesswomen became Saudl Arabla S, flrst female elected offlc1als in. November a
*‘major step in a country where women cannot dnve or travel abroad WIthout permlssmn
from a male guardlan N v :

Lama al Sulalman and Nashwa Taher won electlon to the chamber of commerce board |n
: Jlddah Saudl och1als conflrmed Nov. 30 : » o

' ‘After the c1ty (3 Trade and Industry Chamber mltlally reJected the nomlnatlon of 10 women.
for.its board of governors, a flood of petitions from Saudi businesswomen- prompted the \
¥ trade mmlster to open the door to female candldates and allow women to vote :

: ‘Angela Merkel took power in November as Germany's fnrst female cha ncellor two months
after a fiercely contested electlon ended with neither maJor party winning an outrlght -
maJorlty in parllament S A Lo ,

: The former sc1ent|st who heads the conservative Chrlstlan Democratlc Unlon lS also the
o country S. fll’St leader to grow up in the former East Germany ‘

- fIraq

Iraql women are guaranteed basnc legal rlghts, such as voting -and property ownershlp,
under the country's new constltutlon though there is some concern that Istam’s ,
constltutlonally established role in governmg dIVOl’CG marrlage and lnhentance may Chlp
away at women's freedoms . : : . S

‘Whlle its exact composmon is Stlll being determmed at least 25 percent of the new four- .
-year Iraql parllament elected Dec. 15 has been set asrde for female lawmakers :



Chile

- Michelle Bachelet is poised to become Chile's first female president in a runoff election on .
Jan. 15. : ' o

Bachelet, a former ped'iatric‘:ian and member of the outgoing president's center-left coalition,
received 46 percent of the vote in the first round of elections, but was short of the absolute
majority needed to avoid a runoff. »

She faces multimillionaire conservative Sebastian Pinera, whose poll numbers have risen in -
recent weeks. ’ ‘ : B

" Japan

The Japanese government plans to submit a bill to parliament in January that would allow
the female child of a monarch to ascend the throne. o '

Since 1947, only males ‘who have emperors on their father's side can succeed the
‘Chrysanthemum Throne. Japanese royals are currently facing a succession crisis due to the
absence of a male heir since the 1960s. - ‘ , -

) The bill has wide public support, according to recent polls. About 71 percent of réspondents
favor breaking the male-line imperial tradition. : '
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'.For centurles Afrlcans walked through the mfamous "door of no retum" at Cape Coast castle

o , d1rectly into slave ships, never to set foot in. their homelands agam These days, the portal of thls

-~ massive fort so central to one of h1story s greatest crimes has a new name hung ona si gn 1ead1ng
E ‘back in from the roarmg Atlantic Ocean "The door of retum " : .

_ Ghana, through whose ports mrlhons of Afrlcans passed on thelr way to plantatlons in. the
-_;Unlted States Latm Amerlca and the Carlbbean wants its. descendants to come: back

: "Taklng Israel as its model Ghana hopes to persuade the descendants of enslaved Afrlcans to __
G thmk of Africa as their homeland -- to visit, invest, send thelr chlldren to be educated and even . -
retlre here : SR S SRR T R '

B "We want Afrlcans everywhere, no matter where they llve or how they got there to see Ghana

3 as their gateway home," J. Otanka Obetsebi- -Lamptey, the tourism mmlster sa1d on a recent day . S

" "We hope we can help brmg the African famlly back together agam .

s In many ways itis a qu1xot1c goal. Ghana is domg well by West Afncan standards --«wrth steady X
economic growth, a stable;, democratic govemment and broad support from the West maklng 1t a ’ :

”favored place for wealthy countnes to give a1d

. ‘But 1t remains a very poor, strugglmg country where a th1rd of the populatlon hves on less than a" ' »
~dollara day, life expectancy tops out at 59 and basic’ serv1ces 11ke electr1c1ty and waterare.
= sometrmes scaree. ' SR : Lo g

| Nevertheless thousands of Afrlcan Amerlcans already live here at least part of the year sa1d o
Valerle Papaya Mann pre51dent of the Afrlcan Amerlcan Assocratlon of Ghana o



To encourage still more to come, or at lea_’st visit, Ghana plans to offer a special lifetime visa for
members of the diaspora and will relax citizenship requirements so that descendants of slaves
can receive Ghanaian passports. The government is also starting an advertising campaign to
persuade Ghanaians to treat African-Americans more like long-lost relatives than as rich tourists.
That is harder than it sounds. ' L
: )
-Many African-Americans who visit Africa are unsettled to find that Africans treat them -- even
refer to them -- the same way as white tourists. The term “obruni," or "white foreigner," is
. applied regardless of skin coler. : ' ’ B SR

To African-Americans who come here seeking their roots, the term is a si gn of the chasm
between Africans and African-Americans. Though they share a legacy, they experience it
entirely differently. ' : - - :

"It is a shock for any black person to be called white," said Ms. Mann, who moved hére two
years ago. "But it is really tough to hear it when you come with your heart to seek your roots in
Africa." ' ' '

The advertising campaign urges Ghanaians to drop "obruni" in favor of "akwaaba anyemi," a
slightly awkward phrase fashioned from two tribal languages meaning "welcome, sister or ,
brother." As part of the effort to reconnect with the diaspora, Ghana plans to honor the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., W. E. B. DuBois and others it calls modern-day Josephs, after the
biblical figure who rose from slavery to save his people. - IR . .-

The government plans to hold a huge event in 2007 to commemorate the 200th anniversary of
the end of the trans-Atlantic trade by Britain and the 50th anniversary of Ghana's independence.
The ceremonies will include traditional African burial rituals for the millions who died as a result

“of slavery. ’ | ' o

" Estimates of the trade vary widély. The nﬁost reliable Snggest that between 12 million and25
- ‘million people living in the vast lands between present-day Senegal and Angola were caught up,
and as many as half died en route to the Americas. o ' e

- Some perished on the long march from the inland villages where they were captured to seaports.
- Others died in the dungeons of slave castles and forts, where they were sometimes kept for ’
‘months, until enough were gathered to pack the hold of a ship. Still others died in the middle
passage, the longest leg of the triangular journey between Europe, Africa and the Americas. Of
the estimated 11 million who crossed the sea, most went to South America and the Caribbean.

About 500,000 are believed to have ended up in the United States.

“The mass deporta'tions and th;é divisions the slave trade wrou ght are wounds from which Africa-
still struggles to recover. : ' ' ’

Ghana was the first sub-Saharan African nation to shake off its colonial rulers, winning its
- independence from Britain in 1957. Its founding father, Kwame Nkrumah, attended Lincoln
University, a historically black college in Pennsylvania, and saw in African-Amen'cans akey to




developmg the new natron

= "Nkrumah saw the Amencan Negro as: the vanguard of the Afncan peop]e " sard Henry Lou1s ,

~Gates Jr. , chairman of the A frican and African-American studies department at Harvard, who
first traveled to Ghana when he was 20 and fresh-out of Harvard, afire with Nkrumah s spirit.
"He wanted to be able to utilize the services and skills of Afrlcan Amerrcans as. Ghana made the :
. transrtron from colomallsm to 1ndependence " : g

K ’Many Afrrcan Amencans from Maya Angelou to Malcolm X visited Ghana in the 1950’s and
" 60's, and a handful stayed. To Nkriimah, the struggle for civil nghts in the draspora and the

~ struggles for mdependence from colonial rule in Africa were mextrlcably linked, both’ belng
expressrons of the des1re of black people everywhere to regam thelr freedom ’ :

‘ _But Nkrumah was ousted ina coup in 1966 and by then Pan Afncamsm had already glven way o
S to natlonahsm and cold 3 war polltlcs sendmg much of the contlnent down a tra1l of autocracy,
E vClVl] war and heartbreak. - : :

-Stl]l Afrrcan Amerlcans are drawn to Ghana's. nch culture and the hlstory of s]avery

3 _Ghana Stl]] has dozens of s]ave forts, each a clnllmg remmder of the brutallty of the trade At

Elmina Castle, built by the Portuguese in 1482 and taken over by the Dutch 150 years later S
visitors are guided through a Christian chapel burlt adjacent to the hall where slaves were. . .
auctioned; and'the balcony. over the women's dungeons from wh1ch the fort s govemor would
‘choose a concubme from the chattel below N S : :

The room through Wthh slaves passed into wa1t1ng slnps is the emotlonal chmax of the tour a
suffocatmg dungeon dlmly lit by sunlight pourmg through a narrow portal leadmg to the -
s chummg sea. . ' . , . R .

: "You feel our hlstory here " said Dlanne Mark, an admmlstrator at Central M1ch1gan Umversrty ‘
who v1srted Elmina Castle, six miles from Cape Coast castle, in early December, tears welllng in

_~hereyes as she gazed across. the massive, buttressed walls to the ocean. "This is where our people - -

are from. That'is a deep, deep experience. I look at, everyone and wonder 'Could he have been
' my cousrn? Cou]d shehave been my aunt?" "~ - : o ‘

‘ L1ke any famlly reunion, thls one is layered w1th joy and tears. For Afrlcan Amencans and v
~others in the African dlaspora there is lingering hOStlllty and confusron about the role Afrlcans

. p]ayed n the slave trade

. "The myth was our African ancestors were out ona walk one day and some bad whlte dude
" threw a net over them,” Mr. Gates said. "But that wasn t the way | it happened It wouldn't have
been possrble thhout the help of Afrlcans M :

Many Afrlcans meanwhlle often fall to see any connection at all’ between them and Afrlcan- ‘
: Amencans or feel African- Amerlcans are better off for havmg been taken to the Unlted States
: Many Afrlcans strlve to emlgrate for the past 15 years, the number of Afncans movmg to the-




United States has surpassed estnnates of the number forced there during any of the peak years of
the slave trade. The number of immigrants from Ghana in the United States is larger than that of .
any other African country except ngerla according to the 2000 census. :

"So many Africans want to. go to America, so they can't understand why Americans would want
to come here," said Philip Amoa-Mensah, a guide at Elmina Castle. "Maybe Ghanaians think
they are lucky to be from America, even though their ancestors went through so much pain."

The relationship is clearly a work in progress Ghanalans are still leammg of their ancestors'
pivotal roles in the slave trade, and slave forts on the coast, long used to thousands of forelgn
visitors, have In recent years become sites for school field trips. '

When the United States and the United Nations gave Ghana money to rehabilitate and restore
Cape Coast castle, the government agency responsible for the castle repainted it white. Residents
of Cape Coast were thrilled to see the moisture-blackened castle spruced up, but African-
Americans living in Ghana were horrified, feelmg that the history of their ancestors was bemg,
quite literally, whltewashed

"It didn't go over too well," said Koham Nathanyah Halevi, an Afrlcan Amerlcan who hves near
Cape Coast. : ‘

A recent A frican-American visitor to Cape Coast castle took the emotlonally charged step
through the door of no return, only to be greeted by a pair of toddlers playing in a ﬁshmg boat on
the other side, pomtmg and shoutmg, "obrunr obrum"' ‘ ‘ | .

© William Kwaku Moses, 71, a retired security guard who sells shells to tourists on the other 51de |
of the door of no return, shushed the chlldren ' :

"We are trymg," he said, with a shrug.

URL: http://www.nytimes.com
CORRECTION-DATE: December 3 l, 2005

~ CORRECTION:
A front-page article on Tuesday about an effort by the govemment of Ghana to persuade black’
Americans to visit, invest and retire there misstated the undergraduate university attended by
Henry Louis Gates Jr., chairman of the African and African American studies department at

~ Harvard, who first visited Ghana when he was 20 years old. It was Yale, not Harvard.

GRAPHIC: Photos A former slave-trade fort in Cape Coast, Ghana, 1sa popular destmatlon |

for African-American tourlsts (Photo by Mlchacl Kamber for The New York Times)(pg. A1) ‘




R A tour gurde center descrrbmg the condmons once faced by captrves before they were. shlpped '
‘ . _as slaves from the Elmina Castle fort in Ghana. (Photo by Michael Kamber for The New York .
N ‘Trmes)(pg A8)Map of Ghana hrghhghtmg Cape Coast Cape Coast Ghana, was oncea, crucral
. pomt in the slave trade (pe. A8) \ , A
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LENGTH: 203 words
| HEADLINE: Nigeria retain,Asfrican Wornerr‘s ti.tle
'DATELINE: ABUJA Dec 28 o

-"BODY:

4

~ Nigeria retained their African women's basketball title on Wednesday with a 64-57 win over
Senegal in a thrilling final. '

"We haVe achieved ‘what we wanted," said Nigeria coach Scott N‘naji.

~ "Even when we lost to this same team in one of the group games, I never lost faith in the glrls
and today they have vindicated my conﬁdence in their-ability."

- The Lady Tigers, as the Nigerian team are called, began brightly and led at the end of the first
"‘quarter 22-18 but Senegal, who had beaten them 65-55 in a-group match-up, rallied back to take
the lead 25-24 by the second quarter as the ngerlan ladies struggled with their shooting. .

Senegal were 1mpressrve for most part of the game from the free throw line and when both teams
retired to the dressing room at half time, they were tied at 35-35 only after. energetlc ngena
guard F unmrlayo Ojelabi had sunk a decrslve three pomter

Early in the third quarter Senegal led by their impressive forward Astou Traore again went in
front 51-49 but captain Mfon Udoka levelled the scores at 51-51 from the free throw line before

Nigeria raced further in front ,before wrapping up the game at 64-57.

In the thlrd place match Mozamblque fought back to beat DR Congo 59-51.

-sam/dJOS
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HEADLINE A Vonce That Fought to Come Out;
Far. From Afrlca s Stnfe a Young Wr|ter Struggled to TeII a Ch||d SoIdlers Story

:"__BYLINE Bob Thompson Washlngton Post Staff Wnter

The fIl’St gllmmenng of the wrlter s |mpulse that would become 23- year-oId Uzodlnma
-»Iweala s novel came when he picked up a newsmagazine in the: kitchen of h|s famlly s
, Potomac ‘home and read an artlcle on ch|Id soldlers in Slerra Leone : o

: Iweala was in h|gh school.at the t|me at St Albans Born |n Washlngton to ngerlan
parents -- his mother had-taken a job with the World Bank, and his father, a doctor, hadx
followed -- he was a privileged teen with dual C|t|zensh|p, not sure exactly where he -
’beIonged As he read about children abducted by rebel bands and tra|ned as klllers, he -
thought These k|ds are younger than I am. - o

He sat down and wrote a very short story - not for schooI Just for h|mself -- then set |t R
: asnde o : L

He moved onto Harvard where in hISJunlor year he heIped brlng in: speakers to taIk / ,
3 :fiabout conflict in Africa. One 'was a 'young woman from Uganda named China Keitetsi. She' d -
- been just 8 'years old when she was forced to fight in the civil war there and had I|ved to
- write a book about her- brutalizing-experience, When she fmlshed telllng her story, Iweala
,recaIIs, her stunned audlence was completely 5|Ient : S

. "’,_V"It aImost made your heart stop," he says

”"",He hung around to talk wnth her afterward. Ke|tet5| asked what he was studylng Engllsh he';”
sald but hIS parents wanted him to go to medlcal school . . , .

"'Oh realIy, she sald "WelI you know Ihave no parents " _‘ -

- What could he say? - ‘

: .Looklng back he thlnks perhaps "Beasts of No Natlon -- the tltle is from a song by FeIa ,
Kuti, one of Iweala s favorlte musicians -+ was his response : : :

Set in an. unldentlfled West Afrlcan country and wr|tten in.an urgent, flrst person voice,
“Iweala's book tells the story of Agu, a boy who's forced to become a soldier after his father

s k|l|ed ‘He wrote it as his senior thesis, with novelist Jamaica Klncald as his adviser. When

it was done K|ncald sent the manuscrlpt to her agent, who found publlshers for.it in Britain
- and the United States. Like a veteran author, Iweala |s now on hls Amerlcan book tour _
: Thursday he' Il be at Vertlgo Books in CoIIege Park , -

Al of wh|ch makes the first- novel thlng sound much ea5|er than |t reaIIy was.




. Across. the stream, I am feehng in my body somethlng ||ke eIectr|c1ty and I am startlng to

= ; thlnk Yes itis'good to flght T am I|k|ng how the gun |s shootlng and ‘the kn|fe |s chopp|ng

I am Ilklng to kill.
s g from "Beasts of No Natlon

N The Potomac house is a bI’ICk CoIon|aI on two partlally wooded acres. It's got a: sW|mm|ng S
- '-“‘pool and a three-car garage, though it's modest-by-the standards of the neughborhood The. -
" house has been "lived in, and-lived in thoroughly,": Iweala has written in a personal-essay-

: he s working on; “and he goes on to mention-the mternatnonal art with which his mother has :
“filled its rooms and the good t|mes he's had scarflng plzza w1th frlends durlng basement

S -~sIeepovers :

o ,Yet h|s parents told him- "always to th|nk of h|mself as ngerlan flrst o And the Potomac
~ house has never feIt ent|rely like home , ~

o ’He s |n the living room now, _]USt back from spend|ng t|me in N|ger|a where he S. been

working with' refugees and. where his-mother became the finance: minister a couple of years B

©. ' -ago. Soft-spoken and polite, he seems not yet used'to the attention he's started -getting.
- “Last summer, in London, his agent introduced him to a bearded man s:ttlng in the off|ce
"Uzo meet Salman " Iweala remembers her saylng, "and I was hke -- no Co

o "He s r|d|culously young," Salman Rushdle Iater toId Dave Wench of PoweIIs com. But :
- reading Iweala's book was "one of those rare occasions when you see-a f|rst noveI and your T
'thlnk ThIS guy is’ gomg to be very, very good " o . s : -

Th|s was not the :mpressnon Patncua Powell got when he fII"St S|gned up for her Harvard 3

' -creatlve wr|t|ng cIass

" "He was awful," says PoweII a novehst now teachmg at the Umversrty of Houston “He -
wrote: this stream-of-consciousness fiction, and no one in the class knew what to_do W|th |t B
1But what was great about him, she says, "IS that he wanted to wr|te 'S0 badly ' :

ay "He knew he had somethmg to say, and the language was com|ng

: Home for Thanksglvmg/ofjumor year r|ght after h|s encounter with Keltetsn he started
~~writing furiously. "Just write, write, write, and this. huge story came out of it," he. says. He-

- didn't have the voice right yet, but the story was good: enough for: h|m to subm|t when he
applled Iater that year,: to write a- creatlve senlor theS|s 8 ‘ B

:~K|nca|d read h|s submrssnon and. decnded he had talent They met every week She gave h|m:
:the key to her offlce so he couId work there on weekends : PR S

o .":-There were to put |t m|IdIy, some ups and downs

L When he started out, Iweala says, he was try|ng to tell Agu s story in the th|rd person Th|s~’"»_:-" -
- turned out not to work: It was too distant; and made the violent scenes feel voyeuristic. At

“one point, totally frustrated, he decided to write a completely new book, from the point of.
~view of a woman- who worked with child soldlers Klncand steered him back to his orlgmal

: ndea -

- 'One day he brought her somethlng ina flrst person v0|ce not unllke the one in the f|n|shed



; book (Though the settlng is not ngerla, Agu speaks in an |nvented patois der|ved |n part T
‘from the way ‘Nigerians speak English.) Kincaid approved. She said something like “Okay, P

thns is good but why don't you try to revise |t and fune tune it a l|ttle bit," Iweala recalls.

'Exclted he went wnldly overboard He wrote for 48 hours stralght chopping up the sectlon
© he'd showed Kincaid, restructuring it, changing the cadence. His bemused roommates
- started filming ‘him, "so there's this tape of me standing up talking to myself, like in a h|gh-
pitched voice; just trying to get this right.” When he f|n|shed “he Jumped ln the shower :

then dashed off to see his adviser.

_'Who read three pages and stopped

e "'When I sald revnse it, I didn't mean do this to it," she sa|d "Go back'"

He was as deJected as he d ever been he says, but he'd reached a turnlng pomt Klncald S

'reactlon gave him confldence in the or|g|nal vo|ce he d trled

He kept wrltlng

- While: he'd been. struggllng with the voice, he d been doing a different klnd of work, as weIl

He read everything he could find about children at war, reports from-Human.Rights Watch

~-and Amnesty International, and books such as "First They Killed My Father," about a -
- " Cambodian child soldier. And he signed on to work’ with Theresa Betancourt, a. Boston
Umversnty researcher studylng former child soldlers in Sierra Leone. :

One late questlon had been whether to keep a death scene he feared mlght be too
melodramatic. He was cheered when his father later-told-him, "Wow. You really got me
there." He also worried about the ending: He wanted to show. the horrors Agu had gone o

£ through but also that. not everythlng was lost.

Iweala fmlshed ‘his thesns two days early, then carrled a copy W|th h|m everywhere fearful

that hlS resndence would burn down. -

_’He sent a copy of the manuscrlpt to Powell. HlS old teacher was astonlshed "It was
' _;mcredlble,“ she. says "I found it so profound so mature. S »

"It was as i |t had been wrltten by an old man

ThlS darkness |s so full like it is my. mothers hug Heya| Iam remembermg my: mother and
how she is so good to me that each time she. is hugging me that is all'l-am needing to see’
the dark: skm of her arm holding me close to her and I am knowmg that the life T am llvmg

| _is'so good

So what comes Rext if you 'fe a 23- -year-old writer whose first’ effort has already been called: |

an extraordlnary book" (the Sunday Telegraph), "an astonishing. debut" ‘(Kirkus Reviews) -

and "a work of wsceral urgency" that "heralds the arrlval of a maJor talent (novellst Amltav o

| ‘»Ghosh)?

; "He s so m|ld mannered and soft spoken,“ says Boston Un1versuty S Betancourt "that you

wouldn't know the fierce passion.and talent he carrles around " He could she says, "take. -

~his Ilfe in any dlrectlon he wants to

Not long after graduatlon Iweala headed for ngerla to work wnth refugees dlsplaced by D



~ Muslim- Chrlstlan conflict in the north. He can see hlmself domg mternatronal development i
~work, he says He's also apply:ng to- medlcal schools _ : \

"There are a lot of dlrectlons I guess 1 can go in rlght now " he says "I guess that s the

L ’beauty of thls situation.”
And yet
3-“‘-~He was wrltlng, wrltmg, wrltmg, every day he was in ngerla ‘trying to capture what he saw..‘ Ui

| "Somebody would tell me. somethlng and then 'Oh, okay, story idea,' " he: says He'd start o
'stories but not finish them, just gettlng things down SO he could revisit them later, wnte e
'them in some other form _ : Sllgr

| "I think he has notebooks and notebooks," chatd says "He wrltes e- malls from Afrlca )
“which’ w1ll take me an hour to read.” : : :

| 'j-'Does she think he Il keep wrltlng, then?. Medlcal school or no7

""Oh If he doesn tr lI be (o} heartbroken, she says
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-{“_HEADLINE' A CIose Encounter
‘ BYLINE By Uzodlnma Iweala

SR _‘ Uzodlnma Iweala lS the author of "Beasts of No Natlon "a novel publ|shed th|s month by
' vHarperCollms ‘“

Y BODY:

.’I return to ngerla after graduatlng from college I have been to. Abu1a the capltal a couple :

o of tlmes, but that was before my mother was. appomted m|nster of flna nce

B ‘Two weeks |nto my stay, ona rare occasnon when my mother has tlme to chat I tell her

- that I'm bored. Her response: "Here are the car keys. Go and buy some frult OverJoyed I .-

“‘Jump into the car salute the heaVIIy armed securlty at the gate and speed off in search of -
fruit. : . , , : .

_.The young boy sees me, or rather he sees.the car flrst --'a s1lver BMW - and qurckly
~ springs up from ‘his spot under a small tree, eager to sell his bunches of bananas and :
bottles of roasted peanuts. His d|ngy shirt hangs low over too-short shorts. His’ sucked-in .
jcheeks and puckered lips suggest that although he appears to be about 12, he already
knows the sourness of life. By the time I stop the car, he is at the passenger door, grunt|ng '
"Banana 300 naira (roughly $2). Groundnut 200 naira. Sah!" I look skeptlcally at his black- -

. striped bananas and bargain him down to 200 total for the fruit-and nuts. Whenhe'agrees, I -

reach for my wallet and hand him a crisp 500 naira note. He doesn't have. change, so I teil -
h|m not-to worry. He is grateful and smiles a row of perfect teeth. - L

. socnety Securlty people at the house. have told me: "You are the son of a mmlster| Kai! You

should enjoy. this country!" But it' s hard to find enjoyment.in a place where it's not that rare . » o

to see a little'boy who should be in school standing on the corner selling fruit in the intense

heat. My parents have raised me and my three siblings to ‘be aware of the: pr|V|lege we have
“been afforded and the responsibility it brings.. "To whom much is given.. .." my grandfather
always says. And I have been given much, from education at the best: schools in-the United
States to this car and its 12 speakers, which have changed the way I llsten to music. But 1 ,
' 'worry about what is expected of me. . , : :

I pull over and wind down my window. He wears the same shirt and shorts and has a bunch
- of bananas and a bottle of peanuts ready. I wave them away. "What's' up7" I ask him. He
- answers in broken Engllsh "I dey oh. But I no get money to buy book for school."" T reac_h

into my wallet and pull out two fresh 500 naira notes. "Will this help?".T- ask. He looks
" around nervously before sticking his hand into the car to-take the bills.. One thousand nalra

~isa lot of money to someone whose famlly probably makes about 50 OOO naira ($380) or



L ,less each year “Thank you, sah he says. "Thank you very much oht"'

- ,:Later I say to my mother: "That s the way it works? He doesn t have any money so I dash ,
* him'some. Trickle-down economics, right?” My mother winces when anyone speaks of the

o ‘;slow progress of the economic reforms. "No, I'm’ try|ng to better his situation first," ‘she . '
- says. The next morning the Secret Service officers caution me, "Sometlmes in thlS place,

‘”when you give a little, peopIe thmk you rea fountaln of opportunlty

S Its s true that people will take advantage of you in ngerla but this. happens everywhere ino
. the world. I wonder if my little friend actually used.the money for schoolbooks. What if he's .

Ca fraud? And then I wonder-about my own motives. Did I give to alleviate my own guilt?. Am -

I using him? Later I reahze that I don't know his name or the least bit about h|m nor d|d I '
thlnk to ask. e : R . , S

Over the next Six months, I'am busy working in: a refugee camp in northern ngerla, b|k|ng : :
”across France and ‘Spain and writing."Sometime after I return, I go fora drlve, and I see the;‘ o

boy standing on the road next to a man who' sells exotic birds. He Jumps up and down to
get my attentron and has abig smlle ready when I roll down the wmdow SRR

o ".',ansah!" he says. "Long tl_gm_e._""'Are,you in school'now?"'I'_ask. » |
Hve nod‘s .

"That S. good "1 say A sllence falls'as we look at each other, and then I reaI|ze what he
wants "Here," I hold out a 500 naira note "Take this.” ' s :

L He shakes his. head v:gorously and steps back as |f offended "What S wrong7" I ask "It s a
_;g«ft" Lo , G : S .

' l.He shakes his head agaln and brlngs hlS hand from behmd h|s back. H|s face gllstens wnth
-~ sweat. He drops a:bunch of bananas and a’ bottIe of peanuts in the front seat before. he
says, "I ve been waltmg to give these to you : S SR
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