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o | Pres:dent S Openmg Statement
- Press Conference with Prlme Mln/ster Blalr
February 24, 2001 -
Draft #6 ‘

It has been a real pleasure for Laura and me to spend time wuth _

'Prime Minister Blair and his wife Cherie [sha-REE]. And it has =
- been a great honor to have them as our first forelgn guests here

at Camp David. S , \

The first foreign leader ever to visit Camp David was Winston
‘Churchill, in May 1943. Overall, seven different American

" Presidents have hosted six different British Prime Ministers at

~ Camp David. This reflects the close and unique bond that exists B
~ between our countries and our peoples. And itis because of this
~bond that we decided to meet early on in my Admlnlstratlon ina-
g personal setting, to discuss the important issues facmg our
' natlons » -

~ The speC|aI bond between our natlons is rooted |n our common
‘language, common history, and common values. But above aII it
- is rooted in our common interests. Our discussions here have
- spanned the full-range of these interests. And they have been
~infused with the warmth and affection, trust and candor that are
o ,hallmarks of this very speC|aI relatlonshlp

The most |mportaht result of our talks i is a reafflrmatlon by both
our governments that NATO will remain the cornerstone of -

- Transatlantic and European security -- and that we must
strengthen our alliance to build a Europe that is whole, free and
secure. We also discussed our support for European efforts to
assume a greater responsibility for European security and how
important it is that these efforts be closely coordinated W|th

._ NATO.



We '\\t_alked» about our commitment to promoting peace and
stability in the Balkans. And we agreed to work with our allies

~ and partners so that peace there relies less on outside m|I|tary. |

- forces, and more on IocaI institutions and civil authorities.

- Both our nations will aIso work cIoser to meet the growing threat

of weapons of mass destruction and the missiles that can deliver

them. We need a strategy that strengthens our efforts to prevent )

the spread of these weapons -- and one that deters and defends
-against their use. And we will consult early and often, together
- with our NATO aII|es on this cr|t|cal topic.. | -

Our two natlons'also under_score our-determmatiOn‘- to stand firm
- against the threat posed by Saddam Hussein, even as we seek to
~ease the plight of those who suffer as a result of his brutal regime.

 Finally, the Prime,t\/linister and | talked about how important it was
. for our two nations to work closely to deepen the trade and
-economic ties that are so vital to prosperlty on both S|des of the .

o AtIant|c

| Today, the United States and the Unlted ngdom reafﬁrm our
~common reading of history: that each of our nations stands taller

- when we stand together. Our nations helped to write the history -

~ of the last century. We defeated two mortal threats to civilization:

 Nazism and Soviet Communism. A decade ago we joined forces - |

to defeat l}raq These were extraord_l,nary accomplls‘hments

- At the dawn of this new century, we face new threats and new

~ challenges. And so we must rely on old friendships. Our task is
to retain what Churchill called an “alert and vigilant frame of mind”
and join together to do what we have always done: build a world

‘that is more free, more peaceful, and more just. In that great

“task, the United States will continue to find no better friend and
aIIy than the United Kingdom. -
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