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SUMMARY

1. T was in Yugoslavia for six months, i.e. from
18 August 1943 to 15 February 1944 with Mihailovic's
forces. The first three months were spent with General
Mihailovic at his General Staff Headquarters; the last
three months on a tour of inspection of his troops. I
travelled through the entire area of West and North Central
Serbia on the inspection tour, going morth from the Drina
and Lim Rivers to a point just south of the Sava River at
Sabac, west to a point 40 miles south of Belgrade, and south
almost to Raska, in the Ibar Valley. (See Exhibit A for
route taken.) I got out of Yugoslavia by going overland
#ith small Cetnik bands through Herzogovina and Southern
Dalmatia to a point on the Adriatic Sea a few miles south
of Dubrovnik.

I had many talks with General Mihailovic and various
members of his Staff and gathered information about him,
his policies, his staff, army, communications system, opera-
tions and relations with the British Mission attached to him.

On the inspection tour, I personally inspected at least
6,00 Cetnik troops with arms, and 10,000 without arms. I
gathered statistics and informetion in each area inspected
on the number of men mobilized, number mobilizable, number
and types of arms and ammunition on hand, communications,
personal histories of commanders and their officers, number

and disposition of the enemy in the area, operations executed

and planned, reprisals, hostages, propaganda (both Cetnik
and enemy), morale of troops and pqufe, attitude of troops
and people toward the Partisans, living conditions and food
situation, potential airdromes, etc. However, all of my
pencilled notes and most propaganda collected were turned
over to my superior, Lieutenant Colonel Seitz, whom it was
thought would get out first, but who is still there. But I
took out complete statistics furnished by Mihailovic on hie
army, letters from Mihailovic to President Foosevelt and,
General Donovan. I also have a substantial number of photo-
graphs.

In this report I have tried to limit myself to facts
personally witnessed, and huve accepted statements from




Mihailovic's officers with qualification. I was allowed
freedom of route in the areas inspected.

2. Mihailovic has a fairly well organized army mobili-
zed in Serbia. It is composed mostly of former Yugoslav aray
officers and men who had two years military training before
the war. It is organized on a geographical basis with separate
commanders and brigades in each "Srez" op political subdivi-
sion and a chain of command from the Minister himselil down to
the smallest platoon. Mihailovic claims he has 57,440 men
mobilized and could mobilize over 400,000 if he had arms,
Based on numbers of men seen, I estimate he has 35,000 men
mobilized with arms but can give a better estimate when Lieu-
tenant Colonel Seitz returns with our figures which can be
spot-checked against Mihailovic's figures,

3. Mihailovic is now doing very little fighting against
the Germans, although he did have & month of considerable
activity after the Italian capitulation in September 1943,
when he cut the Belgrade-Sarajevo Railroad by destroying two
important bridges, took many towns in battles against the
Germans, including Visegrad, Priepolje, Priboj, Rogatica,
Gacko, Pecka, and obtained personal surrender of the Italian
"Venetzia" Division at Berane.

Mihailoviec's policy is to hold uUp operations until
"D-Day" (or "Justanek" as the Serbs call it) when he expects '
an Allied invasion and states that he will throw all he has
into one all-out effort. He refuses to start operations now,
stating (1) he wants to avoid heavy reprisals on tne people,
and %gf that he does not have enough arms and ammunition.

He is determined to preserve the Serb population ethically
and numerically against the Croats. He also claims that

he has only a "one-shot" army which will be wiped out by
German reinforcements if he undertakes o rations before
"D-Day". He claims willingness to unde e continuous opera-
tions against the Germans if he is given a steady stream of
supplies which would enable him to do it and thus counteract
attempted reprisals. On the other nand, his record shows
that while he promised to cut the main Belgrade-Nis-Skoplje
Railroad lines in the Ibar or Vardar valleys (which are

most valuable to the Germans as supply lines and avenues of
retreat from Greece), he failed to keep his promise after
his commander for this area received substantizl arms by
plane from the British. He also has tailed to destroy the

Bor and Trepsa Mines, important sources of copper and lead
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to the Germans.

Mihailovic complains that the British have failed to
assure him that requested operations have been coordinated
with general Allied strategy elsewhere.

Most Cetnik commanders and troops seen in Serbia would
like to fight, but ask for more arms and ammunition which
they claim they need in order to carry the fight to the Ger-
mans and Prevent heavy reprisals.

4. There is complete distrust of the British by Mihailo-
vic ana his leaders, who feel the British have now sold them
down the river to Stalin. They are particularly irritated at
the British because of the BBC London Yugoslav news, which is
their main Allied news source. Station WRUL, Boston, is too

. weak to be heard regularly. They point out that since Septem- .

ber 1943, BBC has devoted its time almost exclusively to Parti-
san news and ignored Mihailovic despite the fact that he car-
ried out substantial anti-German operations, especially in
September and October, 1943, after the Italian capitulation.
Mihailovic also camgéains bitterly that in many instances in
the fall of 1943, BBC falsely credited the Partisans with

many anti-German activities in fact carried out by his forces.
I personally saw some evidence supporting this contention.

5. Mihailovic's forces appear to have complete control
of the mountains and small towns in the area inspected, in-
cluding most of Serbia. The only Partisans seen here Were a
band of about 800 near Ivanica, which had been pushced into
Serbia from the Sanjak and was fighting Mihailovic's forces
there. I also saw small bands of Partisans through north

Herzogovina.

6. There is bitter civil war raging between idihailovic's
forces and the Partisans in Herzogovina, Sanjak and Bosnia,
where the Cetniks are devoting virtually all of their efiorts
to fighting the Partisans. The Cetnik attitude is that the
civil war against the Partisans is now primarily r§c1al,1se—
conaarily ideological. Cetniks claim that over 75. of the
Partisans are Croats, many of whom are former German (uisling
Ustacni who deserted the Yugoslav Army in 1941 to join with
tne Geruans wnen German victory appeared inevitable, and whw
now have joined the Partisans when it appears that the Allies
mey win atter all; and that these Croats, carrying over their
eurlier racial and religious discontent, first decimated the

{erb population in tneir blood purge of 1941-2, and are now
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determined to build up Croat control at all costs.

7. I saw no collaboration between Cetniks and Germans
in Serbia, other than a liaison with the Nedici at Belanovica,
east of Valjevo and at Aranjelovac, south of Belgrade, al
legedly for the purpose of getting information on German move-
ments. I saw one instance near Stragari where this enabled
the Area Commander to make a successful attack on a Cerman
column and capture arms.

Cetniks in Southern Herzogovina and Southern Dalmatia
are in some places collaborating with the Germans to the ex-
tent that the Germans are not fighting them there and are al-
lowing them to travel unmolested so that they can right Parti-
sans. In one instance a local village commander admitted
knowing the Germans there and assisting to billet 640 German
troops. One Cetnik soldier showed me a legitimacia issued
to him by the German Army at Dubrovnik, which described nim
as a "Cetnik" entitled to go into Dubrovnik to visit the
hospital. I saw no evidence, however, that the Germans were
giving arms to the Cetniks, or that Mihailovic knew about
this collaboration.

8. I gathered there is a feeling on the part of both
Cetnik troops and people that, whilan%hey are all for the King,
they would not favor the government in exile.

9. The people in that part of Servia inspected are
100% for King Peter II and very strong for Mihailovic, whom
they revere because he led the resistance in 1941 when all
other nations were losing, and because he stands for King
and democracy. They do not seem to want communisa or Parti-
sans. In Herzogovina ]I was unable to get such a strong iu-
pression.

10. Most arms seen with :dihailovic's forces were in
very poor conuition and area commanders claimed they des-
perately needed arms and ammunition. iost rifles were old
fugoslav army type, pitted and worn. There are substantial
numbers of German machine pistols and Barettas. Light
machine guns were Z orkas or Holland type. There aere very
few mortars or heavy amachine guns, and practically no ar-
tillery pieces. I would estimate eacn soldier has an average
of about 25 to 40 rounds per rifle, and 150 to 200 rounds
per machine gun. About every other soldier carries o hand
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11. dihailovic states ne has 90,739 rifles, 321 HidG's
1149 LiG's, 65 Mortars, ana 29 Yachine Pistols. The excess
01 arms over number of men mobilized does not exist in that
part of Serbia inspected, however, but in such areas as
Herzogovina and Southern Dalmatia, where it should be noted
most 1ighting has been against the Partisans.

12, uost troop commanders impress me as capable soldiers.
Mihailovic himself, while in good health and obviously having
considerable ability as a leader, has surrounded himself with
a second rate General Staff, with a political adviser, Dr.
Moljevic, who is an extreme Pan-Serb. Mihailovic lacks ability
to delegate.

13. The average Cetnik soldier is extremely poorly
clothed and has been living a hard, rugged, and miserable life
for three years in the woods, suffering many hardships, living
in dirty peasant huts and eating what the peasant will give
nim. any troops have not seen their families for nearly
three years, or have lost them through German reprisals. Con-
sidering these factors, the morale and discipline of the troops
in Serbia is very good; in Herzogovina rather poor.

14. The Army has a poor communications system, with a
sprinkling of home-made, weak radio transmitters and relies
mainly on couriers who take hours or days to deliver messages
which should be received at once.

i15. Military Intelligence generally is very poor.

16. The Serbian people are tremendously enthusiastic
for americans. They refer to America as the only nation
which has no ultimate designs on them.

17. Morzle of Serbian troops and people would be tre-
mendously increased by even a token Allied invasion. They
would then probably want to rise up in revolt ‘at once.

18. There is no famine in parts oi Serbia visited.
Germans are collecting only a portion of the requisitions
demanded, and then only in the plains regions where they
can come and get it.

*
19. I cannot state what "line" Cetnik propaganda to

the people is taking because it was too voluminous to be
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translated. A large batch of Cectnik pamphlets, newspapers
and mimeographed material collected in the various areas
inspected has been sent, to Washington for translation.

RECOML.ENDATIONS :

(1) The Allies shoula wmaintain some liaison with di-
hailovic rather than cut off relations entirely, for the
following reasons:

(a) He serves as a source of intelligence.

(b) His army is too strong to be conguered or
absorbed by the Partisans, at least while they are
occupied with Germans. If there is a "[i-Day", or
Allied invasion of the Balkans he would probably fight
Germans and destroy some targets.

(¢) In the meantime, iihailovic keeps a certain
number of German and Bulgar troops immobilized. .ith-
drawal of all Allied liaison or labeling him as a
traitor would undoubtedly free some of these troops
for use on some other iront.

(d) Politically the Allies stil. recognize
the government of which Mihailovic is the iinister
of war.

(e) Complete severunce of relations may ad-
versely affect Allied inrluence over Tito's operations.

(f) If the door is kept open with Mihailovie,
it is always possible that he will change his position
and start operations against the Germans, in which
event the Allies might wish to send in more repre-
sentatives to him, or at least to coordinate his
operations with general ailied strategy.

If liaison is to be maintained with Mihailovic
solely for intelligence, it is recom:ended that:

(a) There be an American representative with
him because oif the aistrust of the British, which

might cause refusal of intelligence on the ground
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(b) A cnnglete understanding be reached with the
Foyal Yugoslav Government and Mihailovic regarding the
scope and functions of the liaison o:ficers.

that it would be given to Tito.

(2) whether the Allies should go further and give posi-
tive aid to Mihailovic depends on answers to many guestions
which I am not in a position to give. Some of these problems

are:

(a) whether additional aid would be worth the
investment.

(b) The extent to which the Allies could insure
control of Mihailovic, so that the aid would be used
in operations desired by them instead of using it
against Partisans or saving it up so that he can in-
crease his own strength against the Partisans after
the war against the Germans is finished.

(c) How additional aid would aifect relations
with Russia, and Allied relations with Tito.

(¢) Vinether the Ailies trust liihailovic to i
carry out operations, in view of his past record, '

(e) Whetner the Allies plan any "D-Day" or ]
invasion of the Balkans, and are willing to gamble
that Wdihailovic will use aid on "D-Day" operations. |

(3) The United States, Great Britain and Fussia should
bring pressure to bear upon Tito anu idihailovic to make
peace, or at least an armistice, and devote all their atten-
tion to fighting the Germans. . geographical division of |
their forces still seems possible for the reason that Mi- |
nailovic's forces seex to be disposed almost entirely in
areas of Serbia where tiey are exciusive. The Foyal Jugo-
slav Government in Exile could make Mihailovic agree to a
truce. It is up to the Great Powers to make Tito do the
saze by exercising sanctions they obviously possess.

vii.
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1 March 1944

REPORT OF CAPTAIN v. E. MALSFIELD, USMCR Ol
SSION TO GENERAL DFAGA J‘I L I1LOVIC

[.  CHRONOLOGICAL QUTLINE OF CrFSONAL ACTIVITIFE

On the night of 18 August 1943 I was drogped vy paracaute
from a Halifux bomber to the Generul Stafi of General 'lihailovic
on a mountain near Ivanica, Serbia, after a five aour triy from
Derna, africa. We spottea the signal fires almost imuediately
and made a pass at the fiela, auring waich [ could see the lires
from tne hole tarough which I jumped.. As soon &s we CileCxed our
flash signal with tne one seen on the ground, we did a circie o1
about ten miles, and came back. Then I shook nands withh tue RAF
dispatcher, gave our "thumbs up" signel, and waen tne liznt went
green, shoved off. Waen the cnute blossomea I 1mﬂEQlthlj saw
ta fires, realized I ves a way off to one side, and landed in &
pile of rocks, hurting my aip sli_htly. I found myself on a cool
mountalnslde and in a few miLutes was surrcunded b; a group of
big bearded Cetniks wno tried to smother me witi kisses, selling
"{dravo. Purvi imerikanec!" (Grectings, 1irst americen) I lit
1y Very Light, signalling tue pilot wil was oKuy wnd was lea to
the drop.ing ground wiere I zet wmany uore Cetilks, Coloiiel
William Bailey, Cu.ief oi tne Britisa ission, und Jdajor Greenlees,
ais Cnief of Staff. In a little waile tne _lane returned wnd
nearly beaned us with ahcut 15 containers, dipplng Lls #1058 a8
it disappeared in tne aight. They were luncuiutely lasen wvg,
in oxen carts.

I learned that Mihazilovic's "Starb" vas less tuan one Lour
avay wnd toat ne vas maiting to see ue. Ve walked over tue
mountuin, noticing Cetnik ucrds ‘ostued on all surrouncine .iliis
as we passed t.em in Lhe darkness. Tne "Starb" (or Generual Cteilf
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Headguarters) proved to be & few makeshift parachute tents gro
together and camouflaged in a copse near a 5:: "kolibars" {nuuzfzgn
huts used by shepherds).. There was nothing but the roughest
ggziﬁ:nnt lying about, and a fire burning with logs around as

ﬂq

A few minutes later the Minister appeared out of the dark-
ness with some members of his Staff and personal bodyguard. Ve
met and were able to converse in French. I found him to be a
men of about 50 years, medium build, heavy gray beard, glasses,
a friendly smile, and a sharp sense of humor. He introduced
me at once to General Trifunivic, his Chief of Staff, Lieutenant
Colonel Laladevic, his Operations Officer, and others. We then
sat around the fire, drinking "rakia" (prune whiskey, similar to
vodka) and discussing people we knew. Most men present were
bearded and showed the effects of nearly three years "in the
%oods". They were dressed in all kinds of oddments, some wear-
ing remnants of their old Yugoslav uniforms. Colonel Bailey
broke the ice for me in getting to know them.

After an hour I went to the British Camp, about a half mile
away, which I found to be a crude peasant hut and two parachute
tents. Here I met Lieutenant Colonel Duane Hudson, the first
British officer sent in, who landed blind by submarine on the
Montenegran coast in September 1941, and two Royal Marine sergeants
who had been captured on Crete in.1941 and Jumped a prison train
in Yugoslavia. We had a little more "rakia", then went to bed
on some hay in one of the tents. In the meantime the oxen teams
arrived and were being unloaded by the Cetniks.

I spent the next few days getting used to a new life, which
vas fairly rugged, and learning something about the current situa-
tion. We paid an official visit to the Minister and his Staff
on the following day. Thereafter I had dinner several times
with the Minister around his campfire, and engaged in long talks
with Colonel Bailey, Colonel Hudson, Mihailovic and his Staff
members. Only "faux-pas" committed to my knowledge was toasting
to the Minister with the phrase "Tvrd, za mnoge godine", the
meaning of which I will not explain here. Much of what I learned
was sent home over Bailey's radio. Before leaving Cairo I was
told by Major Huot that I should use the British cipher because
there was an understanding that all of our messages would be seen

-




by the British. I was also given a poem cipher for emergency use
only. When I arrived in Yugoslavia, Culunet Bailey auvised .e
Cairo had sent a signal stating that I should use wy own private
code, showing all messages to him before sending them. Both he
and I understood this to mean tnat my wires would be seen only Dy
him, He advised me that I should feel free to send anything I
liked. I therefore used my poem cipher until Lieutenant Colonel
Seitz later arrived. _

Life here was fairly rugged. Ve were located on the vlateau
of Cermernina Planina, with Germans about three hours awey by foot.
I immediately bought pack and riding norses and several cuick-
packing drills were held so that we could be up and away in a :
hurry if necessary. We slept on the ground and ate out of & comimor
pot. Each day I spent some time with a Cetnik officer learning the
language. Our Cetnik guard of about 30 men were raggedly clothed,
dixy, and very curious but rugged looking and willing to help us
in every way. They mostly carried old Yugoslav rifles, pitted
and worn. -

¥e were not starved, however. There was plenty of black
bread, Kimak (a kind of butter made from the top of the milk),
pig, lamb, potatoes, plums and a little tea and sugar which cume

with me.

Colonel Bailey was most helpful to me upon my arrival. e
impressed me as a capable, broad minded, intelligent, and patient
officer who was far more familiar with the vroblems faced ‘in
dealing with Mihailovic than officers witn whom I had talked in
Cairo. He speaks the langusge like a native and knows all of the
peramalities involved, having been in fugoslavia for meny years
before the war. He advised me taat while I vas part of‘the
British Mission I should feel frec to visit dihailovic and nis
Staff whenever I liked, without reservation. He stated thut ne
was very glad American representatives were coaing,, and hoped
that there would be more. '

Both Colonels Bailey and Hudson outlined to me their
activities as British Liaison Officers, und the nistory of their
relations with Mihailovic. At this time palley was en;rosscd
in trying to get WMihailovic to undertake more extensive opera-
tions against the Germans. Mihailovic was balking, on the ground
Lthat he nad insufficient arms, und that the reprisals vould be
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too heavy. A few days after my arrival, Bailey sent Mihailovic

a written ultimatum , pointing out how Mihailovic had failed on
certain operations, requesting that orders be given for
execution of these operations. Bailey's one strong point was

the failure of Mihailovic to carry out sabotage on the north-
south communication lines in the Ibar and Vardar valleys where
the area commandant, Djuric, had received a substantial number
of planes. Mihailovic replied by letter, agreeing to issue
orders for more action, and specifically agreeing to order Djuric
to start operations in his area. .

I.found a situation on arrival. where there was some
friction between Colonel Bailey and Cairo, because of alleged
lack of cooperation by Cairo in not sending planes with arms for
operations. which Cairo was insisting that Mihailovic carry out
immediately. Vhen planes did arrive they contained a at deal
of defective or wrong eguipment. I, myself, saw containers

“filled with nothing but undersize shoes and overcoats which would

iit people only five feet, two inches high. Despite repeated
wires to Cairo giving exact pin points, times, requests, etc.,
vires from Cgiro indicated that they were paying no attention to
Builey's recuests. For example, quite aside from the question of
arms and equipment, the persanal needs and necessities of the
dission were being neglected, and some members lacked proper

clothes, boots, etc.

In my daily talks with Mihailovic and his Staff, I received
considerable information about his aramy, organization, and com-
munications. I also studied living conditions for the purpose of
piving my prospective commanding oificer some idea of wnat he
would face, und wiat he sihould bring in with him in the way of
supplies.

Fveryone, votn 'in the Britisin lliesion, and in Mihailovic's
Staff were interested in knowing what was to be the status and
functions of the imericen Dfficers, vihetier more Americans vere
coming; whetaer tne nqericans roulc sgnd in arms and sugplies;
wnat vus our attitude ‘tovw.ra tae Purtisans; whetlier we would nave
our own private radio to Cairo; and sim@la; .uestions. Minailovic
vus, of course narticularly interested in knowing whetner the
;mericans woulc be under the 3ritisn, or voul. set up separcile
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'® and coordinate his operations with general Allied strategy in
murope. This function would require that the officer have some
knowledge from Cairo as to wnat advice could be given regarding
general strategy.

(3) Supply Liaison, checking on Mihailovic's needs and
recuirements for operation, nandling negotiations with Cairo for
guupslies, administering the distribution of sug. . lies to I
dihailovic's forces, and checking on their use in the field.
Tnis would depend on whetner tne U.S.A. was going to send in
any suuplies. .

(4) Ouerations. American representatives could furnish
nmerican tecnnical operational personnel such as demolition
ex.erts, radio operators, etc.

The last .three of the above would depend, of course, on
whether Mihailovic's operations were going to be extensive
enough to warrant taem. :

For the first two weeks life was relatively calm. Two
dusselmen spies were captured and I had the unpleasant experience
of seeing them get their throats slit. An average of about two
Germen transports, and one light oomber flew over every day, but
we were well cumouilaged. Tne local Korpus commander gave us a
tremendous dinner out in the open under the trecs (about four
miles away) at waich I stuiied myself, drank "rakia"™, and even l
cave & speecn ol thanks with wuat little Serbian I knew. Cetniks
oG peasants came and gepea at me wihile I ate. I was initiated
into tne "kola" (nationel dance) to the music of a harmonica, and
n=¢ to neave tne snot put a bit. At this point it seemed like a
aamn good wur witn no vang and plenty oi pleasant people who were
ouviously lionizing me right and lefts

On 4 Septemuer we heard of the Allied invasion of Italy
and iamediately noped we would be in Belgrade by Christmas.
o uia the Serbs. Thnere was much celebrating, and on 5 Seotember
iires .ere lit in aonor of King ~’eter's birthday.

On the following morning, 6 September, the Germans let us
gdave it and I had my 1irst tauste of comvat. In the early morning
aist a force of about 200 Germans came up the mountain side
on our side of tne Generul Staff, waile we were asleep. All of
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. and things and returned to Mihailovic.

a sudden heavy machine fire started close by in all directions.
Bailey and I threw on our pants and shoes, grabbed our rifles

and "quick-packs", slit a hole through the back of our tent and
Jjum into the woods. The Germans were coming up over the

hills at about 400 yards in their blue n uniforms with rifles
and opened up fire on us. But there did not seem to be any front.
Machine g:::. Sten guns were being fired from all directions,
both in t and in back of us, and were cutting branches in

the trees overhead. Bailey suggested we back further into the

woods, which we did. Finally we did a semi-circle about & half-
mile back and were near the Starb. The firing continued another

hour and a half. We learned that the Germens had been driven .
back down the mountain. We then went back, got our horses |

Several were killed on both sides and some prisoners taken.
I saw one prisoner being alternately questioned and then kicked
and beaten. Later I was told that he had had his throat cut.

We immediately left on a long day and night march in the
rain over the steep mountains for two days to Zlatibor, with
Mihailovic, his Staff and a guard of about 150 soldiers. Here
we pitched camp near the Uvac River. Mihailovic and Staff were
located about two miles from us, spread out in different koli-
bars. His radio stations were located about one mile from us
on the other side. It was the usual custom for us to spread
out in this fashion, for security reasons, and to have some
privacy. On the march we always traveled in single column,
with about 250 people, and 40 to 50 horses.

We were now in the area of bushy-haired Captain Radovic, |,
local commander, who became a close friend when 1 gave him
some film. He gave me a considerable amount of intelligence
on German disposition in his area, which I wired to Cairo.
That week four of his soldiers created a mild sensation by
dressing up in the uniforms of some Germens they had killed;
going into Vzice (where there was a large German garrison)
and machine gunning a notorious Quisling leader in his home.

On the night of 8 September we heard over the BBC the
announcement that Italy had sifned a capitulation on 3 September.
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ne were at the time, not far frou a garrison of about 2,000 '
Italians at Priboj, and were surprised that we had not received
some advance notice from Cairo, which would have enabled us to
place Mihailovic's troops near the Italian garrison and obtain
their personal surrender, as well as their arms, before the
Germans stepped in. On the following day, Colonel Bailey re-
ceived a wire from Cairo, instructing him to do everything pos-
sible to obtain surrender of the Italians in the area, but not
to take their arms and ammunition away from them if they would
agree to fight with the Cetniks against the Germans. A% Berane,
was located the Italian "Venetzia" Division, command post for
Italian troops there and at Priboj. The "Tauranese" and "Emilia"
Divisions were reported to be in area from Podgorica and
Bokor Kotor north to Dubrovnik. Bailey immediately set out with
dajor Lukasevic and a band of Cetniks for Berane to try to ob-

- tain surrender of the "Venetzia" division. I repeatedly wired
Cairo for orders to go with him, thinking that it would be help-
ful to have an American representative at any talk with the
Italian commandant, but received no reply for over a week.

On 11 September, Colonel Hudson and I went to Priboj to try
to obtain personal capitulation of the Italians there, whom we
could hear all night fighting the Cetniks who were attacking
tneir garrison. we arrived that night close to the Italian
garrison, but when our peasant courier tried to make contact
with the Italians inside, they opened heavy fire on us, which
lasted three hours. We retreated up the mountain, and received
word on the following day from the: Italian commandant that he
was under orders from his command post at Berane, and that.he
would not surrender until he received instructions to do. so from
his General. Two days later the garrison surrendered to us and
we spent some time in Pribog talking with the Italian officers
and placing the town under Cetnik control. It remained under )
Cetnik control for almost two months. Later Major Lukasevic
disarmed the Italians when the town was threatened by Germans.

In the meantime, ldihailovic had sent out a general order
to his troops throughout Yugoslavia to attack lines of commu-
nication, and German troops. I had a copy of this order trans-
lated and sent home a signal about it. Thereafter, for several
days, ilhailovic was showing me radio reports from all of his
Korpus commanders reporting extensive sabotage and attacks on
small German columns throughout Serbia, Herzogovina, Bosnia,
end Dalmalia; that several trains were derailed in soutn Servia;
thit o large number of German lorries were destroyed and several
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villages and towns taken. Commanders in Bosnia and Dalmatia

were complaining bitterly about being attacked in the rear by

Partisans while Cetniks were fighting Germans. For example,

they stated that after taking Gacko and driving the Germgns

toward Bileca, Partisans walked into Gacko and claimed that
they had taken it from the Germans.

While this was all going on, BBC London, on its Yugoslav
news program, began an extensive program of Partisan news, de-
voting its attention almost exclusively to reports that the
Partisans were fighting the Germans everywhere, and taking
numerous cities and towns from the Germans throughout the region
of Bosnia, North Herzogovina, and Dalmatia. Mihailovic was
never mentioned, despite the fact that his intelligence reports
were to the effect that he had taken many towns, such as Berane,
Priepolje, and Gacko; and had carried out the above mentioned
operations. The American station WRUL was reporting both Cetnik
and Partisan operations at this time, but it was so weak that it
could be heard only infrequently.

At this time Mihailovic asked me to see him at a conference
with his staff. He was furious at the British because of the
EBC news, and showed me intelligence reports from his own com-
manders indicating that some of the BEC news was false. He
asked me whether it would be possible to have a group of American
observers come in sotely for the purpose of going out with his
troops to see for themselves the operations which he was conduct-
ing and report back intelligence to my government. He stated
that he fefg further talk with the British on the subject would
be useless because it was Guite apparent to him that the British
had sold him down the river to Stalin. I told him tnat 1 would
report the matter home for consideration by my chief. I immedi-
ately revealed our entire conversation to the British Mission
and sent home a signal.

From this point on there was complete distrust of the
British by Mihailovic, his staff, and his area commanders. The
feeling toward the Americans, on the other hand, was one of in-
tense friendship. Time and again, both Mihailovic and his
officers stated that they felt that America was the only democ-
racy left which would take a fair and unbiased view of what was
£oing on in the country.

I had now been in the country one month, sent home over 96
signals, and received four replies. One congratulated me on my
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safe arrival. The second was not decipherable. The third ad-
vised me to keep each message under 300 letters, rather than
350 letters, the British limit, ana to stay with Mihailovic
rather than join bailey on the trip to Priboj. 1 received no
replies to several questions submitted to Cairo during the
monti.. A fourth had to do with the Theater Command.

On 2J Eeptember, Colonel Bailey returnea from Berane. He
ana the british enlisted personnel with him reported that on the
way down to Berane, Lukasevic and his troops had taken Priepolje
from the Germans in an all day attack, driving the Germans toward
Plevlje and killing, I believe, over 100; that he had obtained
complete personal capitulation from the Italian commanders at
Herane and Priboj and entering into an &agreement for joint co-
ordinated action arainst the Germans; that in view of this agree-
ment he had not disarmed the Italians, but had left a skeleton
Cetnik force in each toen. About two weeks later, Mihailovic
reported that the Partisans had attacked Berane, and disarmed
the Italians. This only increased his ire.

On 23 September Colonel Leitz and Brigadier Armstrong
were aropped to us on Zlatibor. Armstrﬂnﬁ brought with him
‘‘ajor Flood, Intelligence Ufficer; Major Jacks, Operations Of-
ficer; Lieutenant Colonel Howard, Chief of Staif; two enlisted
wireless operators; and one batman. both Seitz and Armstrong
lost a great deal of their equipment upon landing, either through
theft or dropping too far from the landing ground.

Colonel Seitz was unable to answer many of the above ques-
tions regardine our furctions, which 1 had faced the first month
because there was a strong difference between him &nd Brigadier
frmstrong on these matters. At the first meeting with the Minister
anu his Staff, Brigadier Armstrong presented letters to Mihailovic
from King Peter 11, General Vilson, and Colonel Putnik, heaa of
the Yugoslav legation at Cairo. Seitz stated that he had not
been advised of thesge letters. After the initial greetings the
3rigadier obtained a private audience with the Minister for him-
self and Colonel Bziley, to which Seitz was not invited, and
on the following day, at the first official staff conference
with Mihailovic and his staff, the Brigadier excluded us in
front of all perconnel present, including the Yugoslavs. The
Ericadier also took the position that while we must show him
all of our wires, he need not sliow us ail o1 his wires to Cairo.
‘nortly thereafter, he also forbade Colonel teitz's going to
Priboj to purchase a horse, and to see the Italians vho had sur-
rendered, althongh his own Intelligence Vificer, Major Flood,

10,




‘\

wus ulloved Lo pu there.

The imerican members o tne Ji:sion were nov re.e, ated to
tne position of doing Jricticully wotili=. Ve sdtuiticd &
signul to Cairo on tue wrove, unu reCeived & re; 1y Luel we vere
under tne Brizadier's cownand; that tue only .ersons wllowed
Lo see tne dinister would be Driyecler .ristrong, or, i .is
wbsence, als next in cowmsuna, anu Colonel Seitz or, ii .is
absence, .ais next in comaund, in tie or sence of un inter reter
sclected by Brigadier /rastrong; wna izt e Crizecier's
messages woula be suuvject to scrutingy ia .is diccreiion,

Soon after ais arrivai, tie Brijadier stutea t.ut we coulc
expecl very few planes all vinter, Lecause tuc TuF vas glloving
only & ver, small number for thesc operations; tnat Mihai1lovic
would only pet su__ lies by lane for specillic operations, viich
he noped to persuade linailovic to undertcge, such as tue .low=
ing up ot uridges on tie Ibar and Varda valley railrosd iines.

During his firsi week, the Lrigacier went with Colorel
tludson to blow up a bridge on tue Lelgrace-Curajevo narrow guege
railroad line near Vardiste. Tais jot was a success, anu tney
returned six days later. LDuring tais eriod there nad vecn =
complete mix-up with Cairo on wuet.er urus would ve sent in ior
the job. Cairo had refused & plune lozd to ~latitor, on tne
grouna tnat it was located too near Purtisans in tue Sali Jak
out eventually asreed to send arms to Cermernica. uieutenaut
Kolarovic sent a larye group of men two days trevel tiae to
tals latter spot waici was now danperous tecause it aud been !/
compromised wiel we Wele wblaCked Uy tie Gerwsins Laere on

September. Tuey waited several niguts in tac cold cut no
plane came. Tiais on.y served t0 increase the strain ceiveen
Minailovic ana tue britisi, especialiy cince inailovic Ned,
clready sanctioned tuis ruther important job which woula cut
the supply lines by railrowd from Bel,race to Lubrovuik.
vespite repeated clear vires from the Sritish Mission oil uin
points for luuding, grounas on {latibor, Siphals received irom
Cairo inuicated eitner « comolete misungerstaiding or i, norance
01 our signals. '

on 2 Uctoover, Brigadier Armstrong, Colonel Ceitz, Culonel

“udson, .nd Wajor Jacks went with w large sumber of Cetniks to
attack Visegrad and destroy the large railroau bricge on tae
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Belgrade-Sarajevo near Rogatica. The operation was a success.
The Germans were ariven out of Visegrad and the Cetniks gained
control of the railroad line. The bridge was blown up a couple
of days later. During this period, I was attending intelligence
meetings daily with Major Flood and Lieutenant Colonel Novarkovic,
the dinister's Chief of Intelligence. Daily Intelligence buliletins
were sent home by Flood and myself, in the American cipher, for
the reason that the British deciphering branch at Cairo reported
that they had such a back-log of undeciphered messages that we
could expect quicker transmittal if we used our own cipher

which was jointly held by the British.

The Brigadier, upon his return from the Visegrad job, would
have daily conferences with the Minister, to some of which
Colonel Seitz was now being invited. At these conferences, the
Brigadier would try to get the Minister to undertake new opera-
tions, but ihailovic would continue to stall action, raising
such questions as whether the British would give him arms for
the jobs, whether the cost in reprisals was too high, and how
the job fitted into General Allied strategy. Many conferences
were held, for instance, on a plan for Djuri¢ in the south
to attack the main railroad lines north of Skoplje with a
mobile striking force which would then move south toward Macedonia
and cut the Salonika line. After much haggling lihailovic
agreed to authorize tne job, provided certain special
weapons were sent in to Ljuric by the British. Not much
hope was neld out for completion of the operation, however,
becuuse dihailovic had already reneged on a previous order to
Djuric, who had stated that he had received no previous or-
ders to carry out an attack on the railroad lines.

Fe.ations were becouing more and more strained, however,
and tiie Brigadier's position was getting more and more
di“ficult because we were receiving virtually no supplies, and
ecch day BBC London was devoting its time entirely to the
Partisans.

In Uctober, we received one plane at tne General Staif
contuining two boiies and some explosives. Tnereafter I
beiieve tuct no planes were sent in to dinailovic anywhere.

linailovic at tne same time was incensed because after nis

troops na: tasen Rogatica froa tne Germans in early October,
ale nuu assembled a large number of nis forces for an attack
on Sarajevo, he was attacked in the rear by Partisans.
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cimultaneousiys, HEC announced that the Partisans had taken

Rogatica from the Germans, although the Cetniks had control of
the town at the time.

In viev of theee circumstances, 1 suggested to Colonel
Seitz that we make an appreciation of the situation to determime
how the American members might be of use in this theater. Colonel
Seitz and I then prepared & basic estimate which reached the
conclusion thet Allied control of Mihailovic operations was
necezgary; that such control could be obtained only if the Allies
were in & position to feed him with supplies; and that we should
make a general inepection of Mihailovic's army in Central terbia
and report our findings to Caire and ¥eshington. Colonel Seitz
took the report up with the bripadier, vho sunctioneu the in-
spection tour. The substance of the report was sent in sisnals
to Ceiro. The Bripadier then took up the pro oscd inspection
Lour with Mihailovic, who agreed with our plan and assipned
Captain E. Tovorovic, Yugoslav officer with the General GStaff,
as our lisison officer. Colonel Hudson was assigned as inter-
preter from the British Wission. It was anticipated that we
would try to et out of the country et the conclusion of the
tour after we had obteined all of the statistics on iihailovic's
army.

In the meantime, we vere attacked by Cermans and strafed
Ly German planes newr Fudo, on the Lim lilver, and moved norti
for soveral dzys close to Ljubovija, which is on the Lrina
River; southwest from Valjevo, Horth Serbis. :

Our itinerary was selectea to enable us to sce the lurpest
number of areat and troops in Central Serbia that could be
inspected in about one month and & half. These areas incluced
Lhose under the following commanders: ajor Hacie, ¥sjor Wile-
vanovic, Cuplain Ninkovie, Captain Kalabie, Major Smiljanic,
Major Vuckovic, Major Cvetic, nno wajor Lukavecvic. Maps |
showing the router followed, places where we stopuca and the
troops and people vierea are attachea hereto as ixhibit "a",

This itinerary would aiso permit us to see troops both in the
olains in Jorth Lerbia anc the mountsins in the south.

On 7 Govember 1943, ve left on the tour with Xujor hacic,
went north toward Labac, poing east throuch Viwdimirei, south
to & point below Valjevo, east to a point nesr Topola, then
south near Gomja Milanovac, Ceenk, Guea, ending up in Cvetic's
area near Haska.
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The procedure followed in each area was about the same. Ve
{irst had a luzf conference with each Area Commander, in which we
obtained general information about his staff, troops, arms on hand
men mobilized, men mobilizable, communications, enemy disposition,
operations executed and planned, reprisals, medical supplies, poten-
tial uirports, enemy movements, and other information. Such inform-
ation ag was tabulatable we obtained on a form of questionnaire for
cach Srez from the commander interviewed. The balance was recorded
in pencilled notes. At the same time, Captain Todorovic had re-
cuested the Minister to obtain the same information from all Area
Comnanders whom we would be unable to visit and to forward the
same to us in Cvetic's area where we expected to be in the
middle of December.

Following is a list of troops and people actually seen by us
on the entire tour:

No. of No. of

Area © men with people with-
Commander Location Date ~ Unit Arms out arms _
Major Racic Dernja Oravica  Azhukovaska - 350 900

Brigade - 4

o Stave Rad jevska 125 125

Brigade .
" Gornje Sipula Cerska and 400 250
Jaduska
_ Brigades
" Sinocovic Pocerki 40 300
: Brigade

" Svilenva ? 50 -
dajor Milovan- Tulari - 1lst Tamnavsha 50 <,000

ovic Brigade

" Dupljaj - g 200 <,000 includ-

and ing women and
vicinity children

" : Struganik - Valjevska 70 350

Brigade
Captain Ivanovci - ? 190 . 200
Ninkovic
Captain ? - Kreil jeva 600 300
Kalabic Gardia -
" Vlackca - Orasacka 80 - 500
. Brigade

" Stregari - ? 100 750
Wa jor Kamenica <4 liov ? 100 40

Simljanic
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MEW" gt s oi‘uh
Area 4 i men w peo with-
Comssnder Location vate Unit __Arms .!Lt.ﬁm_
Major Ljljeeci 25 Nov 2d Eruz anka 250 250

5 anic Brigade
Major Bielo 26 Nov 24 Takovska 300 400
Vuckovic Polje Brigade
' snica 27 Hov -- -= 300
. jani 28 Nov lst Takoveka 140 630
Brigade
Markovic [Kamenica 30 Nov 50
Vuckovic [Erstac 1 Dec - -- 70
L Eotraze 3 Dec 7 120 200
" Luke 4 Dec -- -- 200
Ma jor Fudno 5 Dec. Staff Cos. of 89 100
Cvetic let & 2d otud-
. enica Brigades
. u T Dec ? 20
" Golija 19 Dec [Dazerveka 390 1,240
Wtn. Brigade : recruits
Total 3,804 9,625

The above does not include many hundreds of troops seen by
us before and after the formal inspection tour. Hor does it in-
clude all of Mihailovic's troops in the apeas visited because we
often would hit an area by surprise and stay too short a time
for troope to be brought in from surrcunding districts.

We arrived in Cvetic's area in the first t of December
near Raska. At this time the Brigadier was still up north in
Racic's area. The information requested from the dinister had
not arrived and we had no radio contact with the Ceneral Staff
because Cvetic's radio was not working. When the radio was re-
paired we sent some messages to the Brigadier through Mihailo-,
vic's General Staff, but had no replies. :

After waiting several more days we decided to try to make
for the Adriatic Coast as soon as we had obtained the balance
of the information from the Minister, in order to present this
information which we thought would be of some importance to our
Government in deciding its policy toward Mihailovic.

On December 23rd, while we were hiding away in the little
village of Krljani in Cvetic's area, we received a pencilled
note via Celjak courier from Captain John Wade, British Liaison
Officer attached to Kesserovic. He stated that he was with &
group of six enlisted men located about three hours from us, and
that pursuant to orders received from Cairo, he was on his way
to cross over to the Partisans in order to leave the country.




Fe immediately weni over and found him. He stated that relations
between the Allies and Hihailovic were almost broken off because
Mihailovic was refusing to fight the Germans, and that Miheilovic
wus accused of collaborating with Germans in his fight against
the Partisuns; ami that he was ordered to join the Partisans if
he felt that he could make his way over with & reasonable degree
of safety. He had been given a pin point near Berane, but since
the intervening territory was heavily pogulsated with Germans and
Cetniks, he decided to try to make nis way through Zlatiber,

then cross tae Drina, and work his way down south until he could
make contact with the Partisans. He wae told to ask for the
commander of the 2nd Partisan Korpus and was adivised that safe
passupe Lo Italy had been pusranteed by the Partisans.

Colonels iiudson and Seitz decided that we would join Vade
st once. Colonel Seit:z felt that if we waited any longer the
intorastion w.icn we Lud collected would become stale and that
it wus better to get out with part of the information rather
tnan lose all. Huwison stayed with Wade, who went to Srﬂ:'.nfﬂ.
Feka, wnere se joined aiz the next day. That night Colone
Ceitz und [ taleed toe matver over further, and decided that
it would Le Detter if De went on with the information ulready
collected walle I waited, obtained the balance of tne informa-
tion, unc folloved him as soon as sossible. I gave him all of
3y gencliled notes and statistical duts collected from various
nrea Comsanders on our tour of inspection, Early on the morning
a! i Levesber, Lie entire party left in & westerly direction
Losard Ftitkovo, v.uile I remzined st Srednja FReka.

On tne aftermoon ol Zi December, dajor Cvetic and Captain
Todoravic wWrived abl Srednja Feka, and T explained to then what
Aew Jngoened.  On Larietass day we received a mess.ge fros tne
suilster Lo tne eficct tast Mo jor Lukasevic wus leaving in a
ien Juys with il inforsation, wnd woulu escort us to the coust
LAroug s cucevic's ures wiere a canel was now ogen. On 1 Junuary
aeviile geen mobtilig of Lukaszevic, T cocided to push on Lowerd
aovo Yuroe, ia Lukesevie's arews, in the oope toat [ could
«xteblisg lisison with ala :ng save time. On 2 Junuary I wrrived
L Stltaovo anu lownd tie! we weTe sorrounded on taree sioes
by o Foang ofid OurbiSens Ra0 iiuw o2 over frou the Sanjak, and
vast Lt wosld be imjossicle to hive away in & mmull villuge, lor
Lie resason ..ot Buaii progss ol Purtisans ed been infiltrating
intu tie arews Jor sevelas way8. [ uisd fount taet Lukusevic
srd Reiwitole vere gota desr aovo YVeros cut seperuted Irom us
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by German and Partisan troope. We therefore left Sti
ae the firing started and made & hasty fifteen hour retreat ba ||
to the area of the & a Feka. Enroute we bumped into Captains [
More and Stock, British , who said they were following Wade.
I advieed them of the situation, and they decided to wait while

1 went back to try to establish liaison with Mihailovic. We were
then separated hmnry heavy two day snow fall, after which I
found t they pushed on.

After ui%ht daye I went forward again as far as Bratljevo
and found that about B00 Partisans had been pushed from the San-
jak into the Stitkovo area, and were now between us and Hovo Varos,
our objective. Omn the night of 13 January we attempted Lo sneak

thr their lines but were unsuccessful when our two guides were '
captured by the Partisans. On the following day we circumvented

the Partisans by going over Javor Mountain, and arrived safely

in Stitkovo, where we saw Kalaitovic, who told us that the canal

to the sea was now open, and that we should proceed in the direc-

tion of Priboj to meet Lukasevic,

Froa then on we continued our march to the sea, in the
courge of which we had & few brushes with Partisans and GCermans.
Briefly, our route was from Stitkovo to Nove Varos, Priboj. Fudo,
Gorazde, Ealinovik, Ulog, Eifine belo, Llubinje, Stare Slano,
and the region south of Dubrovnik. We crossed the Lin River at
Priboj, the Drine River at Gorazde, and the Trebisnjica River
at Stare Slano. Not one day passed without gunfire somewhere near us.

During all this period, I wore GI pants and leather jacket
with insignia, except when we crossed the Drina River ai Gora zde,
where there were about 200 German troops. Uere I donned complete
peasant gurb;nsut my equipment in a peasant sack, which was placed
on & horse, walked across the bridge, and toru Gorazde. we
walked right in front of the Gersan guards, but were not stopped.

At Privoj we met Lieutenant Colonel Jstojic, who advised
Lukasevic had left with a party of 16 Yugoslavs naval officers
for thé coast. He gave us letters from Mihailovic to Foosevelt,
Donovan, and Eisenhower, which I sewed inside of my jacket. .t
Priboj the route of the canal was outlinea to us, ana w#e followed
it with some variations depending upon shether me met Partisans
or Germans enroute. he traveled with armed escorts ranging from
five to sixty men, depending upon how many we cculd cbtain from
the local Cetnik commander in each area. e made several forced
marches, one for twenty-two hours, without stopping, and ceveral
during the night time to aveid conflict #itn the Partisans. when i
we arrived south of Kifino Selo we found ourselves blocked by
bands of Partisans in the surrounding mountains wund after Lraveiing
Bix hours to try to make a path through, our guard of 50 wen balked,
and were forced to retreat back nesr Kifino Selo. Jn the following
morning we learned that Colonel william bailey snu Jajor Lukssevic
were not far -17-
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away, and we joined their party.

I le.rned immediately from Colonel Bailey that he was
doing the same thing as myself and hoped to get out of the
country by giving a pin point by radio to the British, .nd
having a naval craft pick him up. He invited me to join him,
and I did so. :

Previously my plans were to try to capture or buy a small
boat on the coast and see if I could make my way across the
tdriatic. I heard that two parties had done this successfully.

' Our party now numbered about 180 men. Ve succeeded in
pushing tngU5h the Partisan area to a spot near Lubinje,

where we found ourselves blocked by several hundred Germans on
one side, and a brigade of Partisans on the other. After

almost bumping into tne Cermans, we decided to change our route
and go between the Partisans and the Germans. We had proceded
only one half hour when I, at tue head of one of the columns,
bumped into z German patrol at about fifty yards. Here it was
Lukasevic's cuick thinking which saved us. He advanced with

some men as if he were looking for the Germans, and told us to

20 back. I later learned t.at he demanded to see tneir commandant,
stating that he was the Commandant of the Cetnik Nevisinje Brigade,
and that he had important information to ;ive the Germans; that
he nas escorted into the village, met the German commandant and
advised him that he was out scouting for Partisans and that a
large band of Partisans were intending to attack the Germans that
nignht, and that he, Lukasevic, hoped that the Germans would be

on the alert. The Germans allowed him to go for the purpose of
fighting the Partisans. In a little %hile the local Cetnik Srez
commander arrived. He stated that he was accuainted with the
German commandant, that ne had found living accommodations for
640 of the German troops in the area and was expecting another
640 tne next day. That night we went in the dark through the
area, not far from where the Germans were billeted. On the
following day we crossed the Trebesnjica, and made contact with
Tieutenant Colonel Bacevic's Headcuarters. Thereafter, we remain-
¢d in the vicinity of Dubrovnik, while Colonel Bailey made contact
by radio with Ceiro.

Ve were tnen zvout five hours from tie coast. Becevic uad

«dvance notice of our coming, and a young Yugoslav navy lieutenant
in his area who knew tne coast very well had made & survey for
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the purpose of trying to find a pin point. He finally selected
a point about five kilometers south of Cavtat where tne rocks
descended abruptly into the Adriatic Sea and there was a deep
water cove from which we could flash a signal without its being
seen by Germans. The only difficulty was that there were several
villages between us and the point which harbored a number of
Ustachi. Between us and these villages was a large range of
mountains descending to a plateau which in turn descended to the sea.

Another difficulty was that Bailey's batteries needed to be
charged. We had been told that Bacevic would do this at his head-
quarters which were about eight hours inland, but when we arrived
we found he had no gasoline. We therefore sent a courier into
Trebinje, where the batteries were charged by a local concern. we
finally made contact with Cairo and received word a day or so later
to stand by for three days at the pin point, the coordinates of
which we had signaled to Cairo, and to signal certain letters by
Morse code with our flashlight each night for three hours.

Up to this point the weather had been exceilent. On the
night we started down to the coast, a big storm blew up. Aiter
sneaking down the mountainside through several villages, in rubber-
soled shoes, made out ufegiecas of rubber tires, and douging’
Ustachi patrols we arrived at the pin point without much aifficulty.
There was an apgry sea and we knew that we could not embark, but
we kept flashing the signal for three hours. When mo boat showed
up, our Celjak guide, who lived about three quarters of an hour on
the pin point, agreed that we could hide out up in his bedroom the
next day, so we returned and stayed there ali that night and the next

- day. The village was full of Ustachi whom we could see through a

crack in the window. There were now ten of us, and we stayed in
this room without moving out, the landlord bringing us food during
the day. Again we tried the next night, but without success, be-
cause the weather was still unsettled, and we stayed one more night
and day in the same house. When the boat did not show up the’third
night, we made a long hard retreat up over the mountains for five
hours back to the Knezevic family, who hid us for the following day.
On the following night we returned to the little safe village from
which we had originally started. .

By this time we were pretty discouraged because we found out
that the Gestapo knew that we were in the general vicinity, through
spies in Dubrovnik, but did not know exactly where we were. e re-
ceived this word through one of Bacevic's spies in the local Gestapo &
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Dubrewvnik. Furthermore, our batteries had rum out, and we had

no way of getting them charged except at Trebinje. V¥hen we sent

a peasant there with the batteries to be charged, he found that
the Cermans were getting their batteries charged, and had left

a soldier to watch their batteries. The soldier became interested
in our batteries which were of a different type, so thut we had

to pet the batteries out of there that night. Finally we managed
to get another battery, by stealing it out of a reilroad car.

The weather continued to be bad and we had a heavy snow
storm. We finally established contact with Caire and tried
to arrange that we would not proceed again to the pin point
until Cairo gave us a signal thut the ship had elready left
Pari. This we did because we felt the canal was good for only
two more days and we did not want to compromise it. The signal
finally came through from Cairo and we again proceeded on the
night of 14 February over & slightly different route to the
pin point. The trip down the mountainside was extremely
difficult because of the snoe which made our boots slip on
rocks and roused several doge in ‘the neighborhood. We were
only twenty minutes at the pin point flaehing the letters R N
when we heard the low hum of the motor. About fifteen minutes
iater tiw ship slowly pulled up and el & dingy overboard.
In 26 minutes we had embarked all nine of our party. The ship
wac .a British Navy type ML, about 75 tons, bristling with nine
machine guns. We arrived in Bari at 0900 the following morning.

Thile in .southern Dalmatia I was advised by everyone, both
Yuroelav officers and peasants, that there were no Partisans
south of Dubrovnik. I did not run into any om our trip to the
coast through this area.

11. MWIHAILOVIC AND H1L POLICY i

Kihailovic's general policy is the same as that of any
ather guerrilla force in an occupied country, i.e., resistance
besed on ultimate Allied victory. His order of battle, however,
as eypresred both by himself and many of his leaders, is based
veon seviey up his offensive for "U-Day" or Tustanek", as it
je called by the fugoslave. Thie policy iz based upon the
gssumption that the Allies will invade the Balkans, or if they
jo not, thut he will be called upon to muke one grand effort
tg t-row the Germens out of Yugoslavia without Allied help.
dihailovie's position ife thut he does not have enough arms to
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engage in extensive nfsrntiuns before this great "D-Day® and

still have enough left for the grest dey. He bases this u

the tremendous reprieals and German counter offensive whic
followed his "justanek" in the faull of 1941, He also wishes

to avoid any further extensive reprisale which he believes will
only serve to further reduce the numbers of the Zerb pépulatien
which he states has already been decimated by the Croats, Ustachi
and Germens. He iz determined to preserve the Zerb populetion
ethnically and numerically to aveid Crost domination after the
occupator ie thrown out.

For the above reasons his policy as expressed personally
and in operational ordere to hie area commanders is to cut down
operations egminst the Germans and Bulpers before "D-Day" to a
minimum, unless he receives sufficient arms from the Aliies to
wage & continuous war againet them. His present orders allow
each commander to engage in small attacke acainst the German
forces where his own forces are numerically superior in the
particular instance to those of the enemy and gain from the
operation (either in arms captured or damage done) will more
than offset the subsequent cost in reprisals.

The only major departure from the sbove policy during the
peast year came immediately after the Italian capitulation, in
Septenber 1943, when for & periocd of ome month Mihailovic
issued general orders to his leaders to attack communications
and enemy forces wherever possible.

AL the eame time, Mihailovic continues extensive fiphting
against the Partisans, insisting, however, that hiez orders are
that commenders will fight Partisans oniy when attackea. 1In
January I was advised by Captain Todorovic, who had sat in on
secret meetinge of Wihailovie's Staff, that Mihailovic allocutes
percentages of arms to be used in certain areas apeinst the
Germans and Partisans; and that evervehere he is allocating &
greater percentage (estimated at atout 65%) to the Partican Ver.
This ir borne out by Mihailovie's own fipures which shov he has
an excese of arme over men in certain areas, such as derzogovina,
vhere he is fighting the Partisans.

The sbove policy reduces the Cetnik army in terbia (where
there is little or no conflict with Partisans, because there are
very few Partistns in Serbia) to & static condition where BVETY .

body is waiting for "D-Day". Muny of the lesders anu men woula
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probably like to do more fighting because they are sick of being
in the woods for three years. Mihailovic thus only serves the .
purpose of keeping immobilized a certain number of German troops
who murt be on hand to check the threat of a general uprising

by his troops.

The following is Mihailovic's history as related to me by
Colonels Bailey, Hudson, and others: Mihailovic personally is
" a regular career officer in the Yugoslav army, born near
Ivanica, Central Serbia, of Serbian parents. Before the war
he had served in several different capacities in the Yugoslav
army. For a time he was Military Attache at Prague, Czechoslovakia,
and Military Attache-at Sofia, Bulgaria. He speaks good French.
Yhen the war with Germany broke out he was a General Staff Colonel
on the extreme left wing in Bosnia, near Sarajevo. When the |
army began collapsing in his area he immediately retired to the
hi}lE with several of his officers and men. Gradually he was
Jjoined by others and found himself to be the highest ranking
officer. At that time his immediate policy was not to fight |
the Axis until he was supported by the Allies, thereby precluding
heavy reprisals upon the Cerbs. He planned to wait until
"D-Day", when he would make on great effort to throw out the
Germans. He soon found that the Musselmen in Eosnia were being
appealed to by the Croat anti-Serb population to join with the
Ustachi in the purge of the Serbs, so he went from Bosnia in
May 1941 to Ravne Gora, north of Cacak. At this time the
country was in a virtual state of anarchy because the Germans
had not yet organized their control. It was being run by Belgrade
commissars and gendarmes who were too weak and demoralized to
keep order for the Germans. Mihailovic got considerable backing
from the local people around Ravne Gora by putting local bandits in
the hills. He was also joined by, large numgers of Yugoslav
officers and men who had escaped the Germans and uid not want to
go into the cities where they would be taken prisoner and sent
to prison camp.

In June 1941 Kussia entered the war against Germany.
Prior to this the Communists had been outlawed in Yugoslavia.
Now a small group who call themselves Partisans ana who were

. strongest in the vicinity of Moutenegro (where ‘the poverty of
the land has always caused the population to take more to
Communism and to produce more artisans who showed Communistic
feelings) began organizing. Their chief appeal was that now
the people, and not the army ana politicians who hLad let them

ovn, woulc do the firshting. The Partisans were -therefore
fairly popular because they promised everything, uidn't go
against the Kin-, and were all for getting rid of the old
politicians.
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Mihailovic's position at this time was not strong, because
he came from an army which had been compromised. The Serb
peasant who formed over 80% of the populution of Serbia, was
extremely disappointed at the showing made by his country's
army of 1,500, men, which he had supported by the sweat of

his brow for many years. The berb felt that he had paid for
a fight and that he hand't received a fight.

In the fall of 1941 the Germans left a very small force
to occupy Serbia, mainly because they had drawn most of their
forces to the Russian front. The Partisans, finding the Germans
weak, began making successful attacks on communications,
railroads, and small German columns.

Mihailovic was now forced to take a aifferent position,
because he found himself with a competitor appealing to the
Serbian people who were getting excited over the successes of
the Partisans. In August 1941 he therefore issued a general
statement that he realized the t-enger of the people, that he
had been appealed to as a responsible leader, and that he was
now going to come down and lead a general revolt against the
occupator. This he did, with considerable success for two
monthe, working with the Partisans jointly part of the time.
Uzici, Pozega, Cacak, and many other towns in Central Serbia
were taken, and Valjevo was besieged.

The joint offensive did not last very long, however, be-
cause of the many differences between the Partisans and the
Cetniks. Peace was made for a while, but did not last long.
Then the Germans mustered their strength, made a drive south
into Serbia and crushed both the Partisans and Mihailovic with
a full scale offensive with tanks and infantry. Mihailovic went
into Montenegro. The Partisans first went into Herzogovina
and were pushed from there into Bosnia. This spelled theé end
of the Partisan appeal to the Serb people because the Partisans
were defeated and now ledic and the collaborators became
popular. The general feeling was that & German victory was in-
evitable an¢ that the people might as well follow the Hedic
slogan, "Work, and order. Let the big nations fight out the
issues which the Serbs cannot settle, and from which the Serbs
can only get futile bloodshed". Now the pEn{le wanted peace
and no reprisals--particularly those who would lose the most.




Mihailovic now sat in Montenegro where he reorganizea his
army with orders that it should stay under cover until it
could be strengthened. He was able to stay in Montenegro
from September 1942 until May 1943 because of collaboration
between his local leaders there and the Italian occupators
‘to whom control of Montenegro had been given by the Axis after
the defeat of Yugoslavia. Mihailovic justified the receipt of
Italian arms which he used against the Partisans on the ground
that he would subseguently use them against the Italians them-
selves.

Toaay Mihailovic still has a great grip on the Serbian
peasant. Fverywhere Colonel Seitz and 1 traveled on our tour
through north-central Serbia the people in villages who turned
out to see us cheered him madly. In private conversations they
talk of him as one would of the Messiah. Cetnik troops and
peasants alike sing romantic songs about him, and Ravne Gora,
his original hideout, has become very sacred to the Serbian
people. To them, Mihailovic still stands as a symbol of their
spirit of resistance acainst the occupator. He also stanas
for the thinge they want, King and democracy. They feel that
he did not desert them in their greatest hour of need, immediate-
ly after capitulation, but stayed to organize their resistance
and fourht against the Germans in 1941 when the big nations
were losing the war everywhere else. One must remember that
the Serb peasant is .a simple man, uneducated, and bound to grasp
firmly to simple ideas.,

As far as qualities of leadership are concerned, Mihailovic
seems to lack the ability to delegate authority. For example,
he personally sees and answers every telegram and letter from
his verious commanders and other representatives throughout the
country. This wastes valuable time which could be used for
important matters, and delays answers which must be sent off
immediately. Fven on minor matters such as arrangements for
movement of his GHC to another location he personally supervises
everything.

Colonel Railey has also reported that Mihailovic fancies
nimeelf as a very clever politician and diplomat who has
attempted in relations with the British to zet help without
making commitments binding upon himself, with the result that
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he hurts his own position because he only encourages hard
dealing and lack of complete frankness on both sides. For
example, he refused to accept as a condition to the receipt of
British aid, that he would permit British Liaison officers to
witness the operations which he said he woula carry out if the
aid were forthcoming, and he isolated himself from Colonel
Bailey, after Bailey had wade this reyguest. Bailey's position
was that if dihailovic was actuaily going to carry out the
operations as requested, he would lose nothing by allowing
British o:ficers to witness them and would in fact probably -
nelp himself because the British could render first-hand
reports to Cairo. Later, dihailovic withdirew from this poeition
and reestablished relations sith Bailey.

In nis Gealings with the British missions sent in to him,
Mihailovic, (according to Bailey) has unfortunately acopted an
attitude that they are only gloritied guartermasters. He has
limited his discussions primarily to making requests tor arms
and ammunition, ana that the British broadcast certain
propaganda submitted by him. No attempt was made ut the out-
set 1o enter into complete and frank joint discussions or
agreements on proposed operations, ana whelher they would tie
it with Allied policy. This may partly be due to early action
of the British. st the outset of their relations with Mihailovic,
in the fall of 1941, they sent Mihailovic a plane loau of arms
over the objection of their own British liaison officer Colonel
Hudson, who pointed out that the aid would be used in the civil
war which was beginuing to brew with tne Partisans. when
Mihailovic learned of this he adopted the attitude that the
British mission was relatively unimportant because he could get
aid in spite of it. During this same period BBC London, regard-
less of ueaaa%ea from Hudson, was muking a world wide figure of
Mihailovic. This only tended to inflate dihailovic's superiority
complex in his early dealings with Hudson, and in his later
dealings with Bailey. alihailovic also showed eviuence of small-
ness in nie treatment of Colonel Huason. when he found that
Hudson had tried to stop Cairo from senaing aid, he kept Hudson
virtually incommunicado for ulmost §ix- montns. More recently .
Bailey reports that Mihailovic tried in several ways to keep him
from getting out of the country.

Toward Colonel Seitz and myself, dihailovic has always been
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most affable, but we have never had dealings with him involving
American supplies or requested operations.

Mihailovic has & very second rate general staff, probably
in part due to his inability to delegate authority. 8 next

est rn.n.kinﬁ officer is ral Trifunivic, who appears
to be his Chief of Staff. Actually he seemed to u‘_fo be
nothing but a rubber itangi Rumor has it that Mihailovic kept
Trifunivic constantly at his side to prevent potential rivalry
for control of the Yugoslav army. Before leaving, however, I
heard that Trifunivic has been placed in charge of a group of
Korpuses. Mihailovic's Chief Operations Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Laladevic is reported by the British to be rather
narrow minded and inefficient. Mihailovic's political advisor,
Dr. Moljevic, is an extreme pan-Serb, antisCroat, a former
lawyer who lived and practiced in Banja Luka, which was purged
mercilessly by Ustachi in 1941 and 1942. Major Tersic and
Captain Slepcovic, other assistants to the ster, are pleasant
and friendly but seem to lack ability and force. The only staff
officer who appears to have ability suited to his position is
Lieutenant Colonel Novarkovic, Chief of Intelligence, who is
a hard worker, but he is hampered by r communications system
and lack of operational orders rnglrdi:: intelligence.

As distinguished from the General Staff officers, Mihailovie's
Area and Korpus commanders are on the whole fairly capable
leaders, when one takes into consideration the paucity of
officer material available after capitulation, and that the
cream of the officers, numbering about 12,000 are in German
prison cumps. The Cetnik commanders are, with few exceptions,
former regular Yugoslav army officers, averaging about 35 years
of age. Nearly all of them have been with Mihailovic since his
early days in Rawne Gora, and are used to many hardships after
three years in the woods. These commanders must almost of
necessity be fairly capable men, because they must lead grou
of volunteers serving without pay, without adequate equipme
or arms, and under most rugged living conditions.

Idealogically Mihailovic stands for King, and democratic
principles of representative government. As Minister of War of
the only Yugoslav Government politically recognized by the Allies,
Mihailovic takes the position that he is the legal head of all
men of legal fighting age throughout Yugoslavia, and that upon
receipt og orders from him they should mobilize under his banner.
This may color his thinking on the number of men he can actually
mobiiize because he may be under the impression that they will
mobilize merely because they are legally mobilizable.
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111. MIHAILOVIC'S ARMY "

The information which follows is based u & personal !
inspection made by Colonel Seitz and myself ﬂgaﬂihhilovic's '
troops in North Central Serbis, the areas of which have alreaay
been listed above. While each area commander suggested a route
through his area which would permit us to see the greatest
number of his troops, we were given free choice to choose our
own routes if we so desired. Maps showing our exact route are
attached hereto as Exhibit "A". Scarcely a day was passed
without an inspection and review of some unit of Mihailovic's
forces. Photographs were taken of neariy all Brigades inspected
and are attached hereto as Exhibit "B".

In nearly all areas large numbers of villagers and towns
people collected to greet us. In fact, our daily receptions by
the people in some areas were almost overwhelming. For instance,
in Milovanovic's area, north of Valjevo, people lined the roads
for miles, showering us with flowers and fruit, and stopuing
us for brief visits. It was possible to make this trip without
running into the enemy because we always kept on the move, '

iy

Under the above conditions we had an excellent opportunity

to study the condition of the men, their arms, morale, age, etc.
Fe also had a chance to gain some impression of the type and
ability of their leaders and the morale and attitude of the

people. -

We first obtained from each Area Commander, detailed inilorma-
tion from his area on each of the following topics: (1) names
and short personal history sketches of his officers; (2) Dis-
position of enemy in his area, with reasons why they are so
disposed; (3) Disposition of his own troops; (L) Description
of targets in area; (5) Communications System; (6) Supply; A7)
Reprisals; (8) Hostages; (9) Potential Airaromes; (ID? List of
operations to date; (11) Plan of Operations; (12) Relations with
Nedici; (13) Propagande, includin; enemy, Cetnik, Partisan, and
Allied; (14) Economic Intelligence. Pencilled notes taxen by me
on the above were turned over to Colonel Geitz. :

Fach Area Commander also gave us & schedule prepared by
him showing for each Srez in his area, the following: (1)
Population; (2) Number of men already mobilized and under arms;
(3) Men mobilizable in all three brancnes; (4) Arms and ammuni-
tion on hand; (5) Arms and ammunition requested. In addition
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to the above, Mihailovic gave me his own schedule giving

same information for all Areas, including those visited by us.
Thie schedule is attached as Exhibit "C". A glance will show '
the painstaking work to which Mihailovic has gone in order to
set, forth the numbers for each Srez, or political district.

1t was our plan to check the figures personally collected
by us, and spot-cliecked in the field, against those received
“from Mihailovie, This will be impossible, however, until
Colonél Seitz returns, for the reason that I turned over all
schedules to him except the one received from Major Cvetic.
The latter checks very closely againgt Mihailovic's figures.

Since Colonel Seitz has all of the notes, schedules, and
propaganda collected in the figures, the information set forth
below ie reconstructed entirely from memory, and hence is very |
incompiete. ’ .

(a) Organization of the Army

Yihailovic states that he has 57,440 men mobilized, and
that he could mobilize 472,900 for the first group (active
mobile combat troops, 13 to LO years); 169,600 for the second
group (saboteurs, men between 40 and 55 years of age); and
58,520 for the third group (homeguard, over 55 years of age).

. I believe that Mihailovic now has mobilized about 35,000

.men with arms. Thie figure, which must of necessity be a pure

~uese, is based upon the fact that in the very, very limited

ared of Cerbia inspected by us we saw at least 4,000 men with

arme. In mapy areas we are unable to see all of the Brigades,

for many aifferent reasons. CSome were doing guard duty. Others .
vere ctationed too far from us to appear. In some areas we i
shored up as a total surprise to the Korpus commander, so that

he was unablie to muster all men from the different parts of his

area curing the very short period when we were with him.,

The army is organized geographically. Each Srez in Serbia
(political division of area compriging a small section of
Yuroelavia) has at least one Brigade aepenaing upon ite popula-
tion, of which an average of about 250 men are constantly mobilized
in *he noo.c. There are also many more recruits vithout arms in
eacl. ares who are called together frequently for a period of
treinin. . 1f completely morilizea, each brigade would number
tetveen 2,500 and 5,000 men, dependine upon the population of

lel-E ar’ea-
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The army is organized as.fbllnws:

{1} Vod (Troop or platoon)

2) Ceta (company - 2 or more vods
(3) Brigade - 2 or more cetas

(4) Korpus - 2 or more brigades

(5) Area or Call - Z or more korpuses
The commander of each unit is responsible to the commander of
the next highest unit, and each Area Commander is responsible
directly to General Mihailovic. FKorpuses ana oSrezes are shown
in a map attached hereto as Exhibit D and D-1.

Until very recently Mihailovic made no promotions of
officers in the army, who continued to hold the rank which they
had at the time of capitulation. While korpus commanders tried
as much as possible, for the sake of discipline, to have junior
officers who were subordinate in rank, it was not uncommon to
find a Lieutenant in command of a Brigade, with a Captain under
him, the Lieutenant having proven himself a more capable leader
of troops during the past two years. Of late, however, Mihailovic
has promoted some officers, and there now appears to be a
hierarchy of command. Of course, all troops serve without pay,
and are told not to expect pay in the future.

.. Korpus commanders are responsible for all operations
within their areas and enter the areas of other Korpus commanders
only upon orders of their Area Commander or Mihailovic.

. ., Guerilla warfare (requiring men to organize where cover

is best and to live mostly in the woods) re uires that
organization of forces be flexible and adaptable to cuanged
circumstances. In general, however, each area and Korpus
Commander has a Chief of Staff, Intelligence Officer, Intendant,
Ad jutant, Prapgggnda Officer, and a Stuif Com.any or Personal
Guard. Each officer and soldier is issued a personal Cetnik
legitemacia, and a roll is kept of membership in each area.

Each Korpus Commander udvised that figures showing the
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number of men whom he could mobilize in' his area were based upon
secret rolls kept by the Cetanik re8 of the villages in the
areas; that they could rely upon loyalty of the ple in
these villages, and that periodically, nrgnniutimr:utinp
were held for the purpose of testimg the morale and willingness
of the people to serve. In some areas troops mobilized for
active duty are constantly kept in rotation so that large numbers
of the gﬂlttim eventually see service at some time or another
in the ik ranks. '

In most areas visited there was always a large number of
men without arms, who turned out for inspection. For instance,
in Vuckovic's area at ome inspection we saw over 600 such men.

(b) State of Army, Morale, and Fighting Ability

When the troops originally rallied around Miahilovic on
Ravne Gora in 1941, many had their uniforms, rifles, and
ammunition; a at deal of which was depleted by the unsuccess-
ful revolt in the fall of 1941. During the past 2-1/2 years
their uniforms have worn out and there has been very little
replacement of clothing, with the result that the troops are |,
now in an extremely ragged condition. While the peasants can
supply food and shelter, clothes and shoes are almost impossible
to obtain. They must be purchased on the black market at sky
high prices, and without funds this is ilganihle. The only
source of clothing is an attack on enemy troops, and I have
heard troops planning such an attack to get themselves some
clothes. At present Mihailovic's troops wear all kinds of
oddments, including peasant garb, and Italian, German, Bulgar,
and British uniforms. The great majority wear native Opankas
for shoes, and these afford little protection against rain,
rocks and snow. Perhaps the most extreme example of raggedness
was in Vuckovic's area, where we saw 25 soldiers of the Second
Takovska Brigade, who had walked without shoes eight hours in
the snow to appear for inspection. Yet one rarely hears them
or their commanders complain about lack of proper clothes.

All they ask is arms and ammunition.

About half the Cetniks are heavily bearded, carry their
ammunition on their persons, with one or two hand grenades
hooked into their belts, and look like "tough hombres".
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The average Letnik soldier in Serbia has a Yugoslav rifle
which is pit and worn, and shows the marks of having been
buried for some time after capitulation. The leather sling
has been worn out completely, and is now replaced with rope or
rag. There are no supplies, soap or oil for cleaning these
rifles, so that it is impossible to keep them in first class
condition. In short, the average rifle often looks more like
;111{501:! piece, than an instrument ready for use on the battle-

eld.

Mihailovic's figures show that for 57,440 men mobilized,
bhe has on hand the following arms and ammunition:

90,739 Rifles
321 Heavy Machine Guns
1,149 Light Machine Guns
5 Mortars
294 Machine Pistols

Some of these figures seem out of all proportion to what we

found on inspection. For instance, Mihailovic's report states
that he has over one and one-half times as many rifles as men .
mobilized. Upon inspection, we found everywhere in North Serbia,
that there were insufficient arms. Each Commander advised that

if he had more arme he would mobilize more troops.

Mihailovic's own figures show that the excess of arms over
men mobilized does not exist in the part of Serbia inspected by
us, but in areas like Herzogovina where he is fighting the
Partisans. This ties in with my own observation. Lieutenant
Colonel Bacevic did state, for instance, that in his area
(Herzogovina and South Dalmatia) he had plenty of arms taken
from the Italians, and did not want anything except shoes and
clothing for his men. ; /

As for ammunition, the amount varies in different areas
in Serbia. An individual soldier may have from 10 to 100 rounds
for his particular rifle, or at bcst, enough for about one day's
fighting. ‘lhere ies a small sprinkling of automatic weapons
and light machine guns in every korpus, and each korpus usually
has two or three mortars with sufficient bombs to last not more
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than an hour in battle. There are Tractinally no heavier
weapons such as light mountain artillery pieces (seventy-five
milometers), Howitzers, or the like. '

There are, of course, exceptions to the above. For .

instance, Kalabic's area, whére the King's guard is located,
has a substantial number of light machine guns captured from
the Germans in August 1943.

The best way to test all of Mihailovic's figures will be
to check them against those personally obtained by us when
Colonel Seitz returns.

when one considers that for two and a half years these men
have been serving without pay, living in the woods under most
difficult conditions, suffering reprisals upon their families,
and that they are poorly aquif » poorly clothed, and poorly
housed and fed, their morale is excellent. Their clothes are
often so ragged that they look more like tramps than soldiers.
In the bitter Serbian winter, without any clothes, other than
thin jackets and pants, without gloves, and without shoes other
than thin "opancies" they live under conditions which I would
have considered it impossible for them to stand if I had not
seen it with my own eyes, often marching many hours with heavy
eguipment through deep snows.

~ The discipline in the berbian Cetnik is also amazingly’
good. I have seen men ordered by their commanders to carry
out long marches under most difficult conditions without a
muraur. In fact, on the road they keep up spirits by singing
peasant songs. Breaches of orders are, however, dealt with
rather drastically. Men may be shot by their commanders for
violations which incur a lesser penalty in our army. Minor
infractions are punished by 25 blows on the back with a stick
in front of the platoon.

It is diificult to gage the fighting ability of the Cetnik
soldiers. The majority, i.e. all men over 25 years of age,
went through two years of compulsory training required by the
Yugoslav government before the war, and hence have a basic
knowledge of infantry weapons. There seems to be a noticeable
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lack, however, of capable junior tactical officers.

Brigade commanders and Junior tactical officers do not g0
in for any extensive training before making an attack on the
enemy or carrg:ng out a sabotage operation. Their combat
intelligence before attack is very poor. They rely mainlgeupnn
the element of surprise for success, but they are apt to
surprised themselves by factors which were not properly briefed
before the attack, such as the length and construction of a
bridge, the housing of the enemy forces, the number of the _
enemy in the neighborhood, the length of time to get to and {rom
the point of attack, and the deployment of their own forces.
Usually, however, the Cetnik has an advantage over superior
numbers of the enemy because he knows the terrain better, and

ets information from natives concerning the enemy. Hence, the
erman sticks mostly to the towns and main roads, and rarely
ventures up into the hills.

The tactics used by Cetniks in attacks on the enemy are
crude. The forces usually assemble in the woods close to their
target. If the target is a moving column, they strike heavily
by surprise from the woods, and the attack is either a success
or failure within the first hour. In attacking towns they
tried to strike by surprise during the night or at dawn, steal-
ing up within striking distance. If they have success they
invade the town, M1l as many of the enemy as possible, destroy
targets, and take off what food and equipment they can lug.

If the general area is held by Cetniks they stay in the town
until they are ousted by the enemy.

Mihailovic's army obtains its food from the Serbian
peasants who seem to give both food and 1 ing willingly to
the Cetniks. Most commanders aivised that it was rarely if
ever necessary to requisition food from the peasants, and
that the peasants were only too glad to give it. When a
commander finds it necessary to ask for large amounts for a
concentrated group of his soldiers, he sometimes gives a receipt
to the peasant, which it is hoped will entitle the peasant to
payment after the war. The problem remains as to how the army
would be supported if it were fully mobilized, since nearly
all the peasants would then be taken off the farms and put in

- 2= . ;




® the army. Most commanders feel that women and children could

work the farms during this period.

The above information applies to that of Serbia
inspected by us. In Southern Herzogov and Dumiu.

which I went on my trip out of the country, the situation
differed considerable from Serbia. The troops in these areas
seemed to have more arms and ammunition, which Lieutenant
Colonel Bacevic, commander for the area, stated that he had
taken from the Italians after they capitulated. But the morale,
fighting spirit, and discipline of these forces does not compare
with that of the Cetniks in Serbia. For example, one band of 60
Cetniks refused to continue with us through one area south of
Nevisinje because they were afraid of running into Partisans

who blocked off the area. - On the retreat back to our starting
point, about 50 of these men disappeared. There was a great
lack of junior officers with the result that 100 men would often
be under a sergeant only. In ome instance, a soldier sent off

on a most urgent mission as a courier was found two hours later
still waiting around for a rest, and something to eat before he

left. Major Lukasevic nearly ordered him to be shot. This lack

of morale may in part be due to the collaboration with Germans
in this area, and in part to the fact that the people are war

weary.

(¢) Communications

‘ Mihailovic's army has a very poor and inadequate communica-
tion system, with the result that ‘it depends almost entirely
upon couriers, who take days to deliver a message which should
be delivered at once. At the General Staff there are five
central radio transmitters, each one of which maintains daily
liaison with about seven Korpus commanders. Each of these
commanders in turn has a small home-made, low-powered primitdve
radio transmitter which is usually only capable of operation
during the day time, and is often out of commission. Some of
the Korpus commanders have a few similar transmitters within
their areas for the purpose of keeping liaison with distance
Brigade Commanders.

When Colonel Seitz and I were on our tour of inspection we
saw how frustrating it can be to try to operate an army with
such an inadequate system. For instance, when I was in the
southern part of Cvetic's area I made a two day trip. over
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mountaing through heavy snow to Stikovo to try to find Lukasevic

or Kalitovic, who had radio transmitters, so that I might

establish liaison with GHG by means of their radic. I arrived

to find that both commanders had left the vicinity two days .
before and that we were surrounded on three sides by Germans [
and Partisans. All of this would have been avoided if Cvetic's
Eorpus commander had had radio liaison with GHQ or with Lukasevic,
The result was that we did not know whether to take a chance

and go on from Stitkovo, or to retreat. The approsch of German
forces finally led us to make a thirteen hour retreat back to

the point from which we started.

Mihailovic's army would be tremendously improved with just
a moderate amount of radio transmitters properly placed. aith
his present inadequate system, important combat intelligence
often fails to arrive on time. It also means that <hen &
certain brigade ie ordered to action in an area, action camnot
be commenced until it is too late, because word is nol received
on time. It further results in divorcement of brigade Commanders
from their Korpus commanders, with the result that there cannot
be coordination of activities in different areas, ani forces are
trapped by the enemy because word cannot be gotten to them in
time

"

Mihailovic presently works his primitive radio system to”
the extreme, and accomplishes the most he can, but he is
* tremendously handicapped by lack of equipment.

(d) Intelligence -

Miahilovic has the facilities for an excellent intelligence
seystem in Serbia, because in every village and town there are
Cetniks who want to help him. The results obtained, however,
are very poor.- Each Eorpus commander seemed to us to know
the enemy disposition in his area pretty well, and most
operations are reported in to the Korpus comzander, but most
KEorpus commanders showed an npinlling lack of knowledge about '
targets in their areas or about other strategic information of
interest to the Allies. For instance, they could give only
rough estimates on lengths and construction of railroad bridges
and tunnels, the nature and extent of enemy protection of targets,
the times of movements of trains, the daily movements and habits
of enemy garrisons, the locations and sizes of potential air-
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fields, the gguipnent and operation of strategic factories and
mines, etc. This ignorance is in part due to probably a lack of
appreciation, and in part to sheer laziness. It is mostly due,
however, to lack of proper organization and orders from the
Minister and his Chief of Intelligence. It was only recently,
and after much hammering that we were able to get Mihailovic to
direct commanders to collect details on railroad traffic, enemy
aviation activities, etc.

- Good target intelligence is still lacking. For example,
before our attack on-¥isegrad and the destruction of the Rogatica
bridge, we received three different estimates on the size and
‘structure of this bridge, all of which varied greatly, and all
of which were wrong. It would have been a simple task for the
Area Commander to make an accurate and complete reconnaissance
of the bridge. #e likewise received only the roughest informa-
tion from Vuckovic and Cvetic on bridges and factories in their
areas.

No plausible excuse was offered by Area Commanders for not
providing excellent intelligence on all matters within their
areas. The men who'are now standing by in the woods waiting
for arms and "D-Day" could easily be put to work to provide the
Allies with top-notch intelligence. Such activity might also
improve their morale. I feel that good resuits will not be
obtained unless Mihailovic issues a forceful directive making
it clear to everybody -that he considers the matter to be of

vital importance. at the same time, each commander should be given

the categories into wnich such intelligence must be divideq, _
such' as (1) Target intelligence, (2) Enemy movements and disposi-
tion, (3) Disposition of Mihailovic's forces, (4) Operations,

(5) Enemy propaganda, (6) Miscellaneous matters, such as word
received concerning enemy plans or enemy letters intercepted.
Tach commander should also be impressed with the fact thut this
is a continuous job and that details are important.

(e) Operations to Date

On the subject of operations generally, my impression is
that prior to the Italian capitulation in September 1943,
dinailovic was conducting nothing but minor operations against
tne Geraans. In September and October, a substantial amount
of operations against the uermins were reported from all areas,
some of which were witnessed by allied personnel. GSeveral
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trains were wrecked. A large amount of railroad track.was

torn up. The Belgrade-Sarajevo Railroad line was broken by
destruction of the Vardiste und Rogatica bridges (the latter

& very long one). Many towns were taken after attacks on
Germans, such as Priepolje, Bielo Polje, Berane, Priboj, Visegrad,
Rogatica, Gacko, Bileca, etc. The Italian "venetzia" ivision
surrendered. A large number of German camjons were destroyed,

and a substantial number of Germans killed. Since October,
activity seems to have gone down almost to its former level.

The fact remains, however, that Mihailovic (despite promises)
has failed to cut the main railroad lines north and south
through the Ibar and Varda vallies. These are most important
th as present supply lines and as the principal means by
which Germans would retreat from Greece and Macedonia.
Mihailovic has also failed to destroy the Bor and Trepca Mines,
important sources of metal to the Germans.

From each Area Commander visited, Colonel Seitz and I
obtained a statement of his operations to date against the
enemy, showing the time and place of the operation, the numbers
involved on both sides, with the results. Colonel Seitz now
has the pencilled notes on all of this data, so thut it is
impossible for me to list the details. My only recollection
is that most of the Area Comsanders claim to have curried out
several small operations a month during the past year, a small
operation being one in which a band of 100-200 Cetniks attacked
a larger number of “ermans, Lotishevci, Nedici, Bulgars, or
Arnauts. In some areas much larger operations cre reported.
Two typical lists of operations received from area Comaanders,
whnich I happened to retain, are attached as Exhibits E andpfF__ .

oince there were no Purtisans in the areas visited by us
on our inspection tour, the question of operations aguinst tne
Partisans did not come up.

(f) Operations Planned

Lach area Comnunder expects thut there will be a "D-Day"
wnen ne will receive an order to conduct all-out operations
against the enemy within his ared, idis plan of attuck is to
deploy his available wanpower in suich & way that ne can wipe
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out enemy garrisons within the area and cut eneny lines of
comsunication. For instance, Kalabic showed us in some detail
how ne would dnplu{ his troops to attack the enemy if the
enemy disposition is the same on "D-Day" as it is now. Colonel
Seitz has our pencilled notes on these plans. .

For operations prior to "D-Day" each commander operatea
under an order from Minister, directing that he may in his
discretion. carry out minor operations where the number of his
forces is greater than the enemy, and the results gained will
be worth the cost in reprisals.

(g) Medical Attendance and Supplies

dihailovic's army is woefully lacking in medical officers
and supolies. Each ares has one or two medical officers at
best, and no supplies other than a few bandages and battle
dressings. In some regions, such as Cvetic's area, there
are no military doctors, but the Commandant has an arrangement
with certain doctors in the towns that they will render assistance
when called. This, of course, would prove most unsatisfactory
during any large scale operations, because the assistance
would come too little and too late. |

One of the most pitiful instances of lack of medical
attendance and equipment was reported by two British enlisted
men ‘who' were present when Major Lukssevic attacked Priepolje
in September 1943. They sta that several men with bullets
in the chest or stomach, finding no medical assistance in the
rear lines, returned to the front line and continued firing
until they died.

(h) Training and Eecruitment

dihailovic's comnanders have no difficulty in finding
recruits in Serbia. We have witness many Letnik recruitment
ceremonies, in which thousands of Serbian peasant youths showed
up to be sworn in to the Cetnik Army. In Zlatibor I saw 1600
recruite at one ceremony in October, and in Cvetic's I saw
about 1500 at another in late Uecember. The only difficulty
is in finding arms and amsunition for these men.
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Serbian youths who wish to join the Cetaik ranks are
accepted by the local commanders if found Physically fit. They
do not, however, become Cetniks until they take the oath. This
is administered by a local Orthodox Pope, at an iapressive
ceremony usually held in the woods under the supervision of
the commandant snd his officers. All youths assewble, ang
prayers are firet read by the pope. Under the guidunce of the
pope recruits then ruise their right hand, swear allegiance
to the King, country, and Cetnik army. Then there are many
speeches by the local comsander and members ci his stalf, ang
many cheers for King Peter, Yugoslavia and Craga ¥ihailovie,
Thereafter, the men go into a period of training which varies
according to their areas. The next step is to provide them
with arme., If there are no arms, they may be returned to their
homes until called to active duty or placed on active auty
without arms, such as courier duty.

The Training in most areas consists of the Yugosiav
manual of arms and infantry tactics. There is very little
close order drill, because guerrilla warfare does not call
for it. There is, however, a large amount of deployed infantry
tactica which are used most of the time in the woods. e have
seen recruits going though this training.

In nearly all districts there is a "youth movement".
Youths from 12 to 18 years of dge are recruited and trained in
infantry tactics, using wooden rifles andi machine guns which
they make themselves.

The living conditions of the recruits and active soldiers
are most rugged. The recruit enters without pay or egquipment
(other than his rifle) and carries his own food witn him to
the recruitment ceremony, Thereafter, he must live as best
fle can on the generosity of the peasants,

In some areas soldiers are considered to own the rifles
which they bring with them into the service, so that it is
impossible to have a rotating army. In other areas, however,
(such as Kalabic's area) all arms are treated as comamunity
property. Soldiers are then kept on active duty for a period
of several months, amni are then permitted to return to their
farms, being replaced by nes recruits who are given their arms.
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This system seems to work out better and permits the area
commander to have a larger number of mobilizable combat troops

available in his area.

(i) Propaganda

By far the chief source of Allied news to the people of
Yugoslavia is the radio, and the only Allied station which most
radios can always get without interference is BBC London. The
Boston station, WRUL, is too weak to be heard regularly.

- In the country areas where we lived there are very few
radios, mainly because these people could afford a radio and
would have difficulty getting an accumulator periodically
charge. for its operation. Each Srez probably has not
more than three radios, one of which is usually owned by the

Brigade Commander for the area.

The peasant receives his news, therefore, by word of mouth
from those who hear the radio, or through mimeographed news
sheets and propaganda issued by the Cetnik Commander in his
area, who has a radio. The only other source of news are the
German controlled newspapers, such as "Novo Vreme" or magazines, .
such as "Signal"™ which is published in the Serbian language.

Eacn Korpus has its Propaganda Officer, who is responsible
to the Chief of Propaganda with Mihailovic. There is no uniform
type of propaganda leaflet issued for all Serbia. In some
areas, newspapers are printed, such as "Ravne Gora" and "Gardist",

'{published in Kalabic's area). Elsewhere, there are mimeo-

graphed pamphlets issued daily in some areas, weekly in others.
I am not prepared here to answer questions on the "line"
taken by dihailovic's propaganda. Colonel Seitz and I collected
a great volume of material, but we were unable to get it trans-
lated for us because there was not enough time. #hen this is
211 translated here, we will De in a better position to see
shut the general trend, appeal, and arguments are. iy present
izpression is that, even tnough there are few Purtisans in
ortn Central Serbia, Minailovic stiil issued a great deal of

anti-Partisan propaganda there.
The BBC which, since September 1943, has devoted most of

its tine to Partisan news, has caused a tremendous anti-British
gentinent in all Cetnik ranks. This is shared to a lesser

extent by the peascnts who are more perplexed than antagonistic.

r
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They camnot understand how this radio station, which praised
Mihailovie so highly in 1941 and 1942, is now backing their
civil enemy so strongly. &t first the local propaganda officers
tried to explain the BBC news to the people by stating that BEC
did not reflect the views of the British people. Gince' Uececber,
however, when Law, in the House of Coizmons, stated that the
British Government was givin& far more aid to the Partisans,
because they are doing more fighting against the Germans, the
have ceaged this explanation.

The Uermans, in addition to controlling the newspapers,
issue propaganda pamphlets and place placards in most of the
cities and towns. I turned many of these over to Colonel Seitz,
and upon hie return they can be studied.

The only Allied pamphlet I saw was one dropped by plene in
Herzogovina in January. It showed = picture of Foosevelt,
Churchill, and Stalin at Teheran, and gave & Serbian text of
the statement issued by them toere.

On the whole, the Serbian peasant seems to learn important
news events quickly. Of course, the fact that both Minailovic
and the German controlled newspspers attack the Partisans, may
class them together in the eyes of the peasant.

The Cetnike like the Boston ralio station, WRUL, very auch,
stating they believe it tries to give an impartizl statement of
the news, but are disappointed because it is very weak and
cannot be heard regularly. As for discussions on the radia from
the United States, however, whether over .EUL ar rebroadcast
over BEC, the criticism generally was thut they did not go
enough into the deeper problems. The serbs, while glad to
hear broadcasts from friends of their own race in America, are
not very impressed when cister Divna frén Pittsburgh gets on
the radio and sends best wishes to everybody in scme town in
Iva?icu where sne used to live. They want sometning more
serious.

(j) Food Situation

There is no famine in verbia, The peasant still east and
lives ulmost as well as he did before tne war, except that he
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lacks white flour, sugar, and such delicacies, which are so

expensive that are in most cases entirely beyond his

reach. There is plenty of black bread, corn, "kimak", pig,

laab, "rachia®, chicken, and the like. The only scarcity is
found in those mountainous areas which always were poor,

The Gernans requisition from each village a certain
percentage of its crops and livestock, and require tout the
food be delivered to a receiving station periodically in some
central tosm. If it is not delivered as ordered, the Germans
go on punitive campaigns, burning nouses, etc. In the nortnern
plains tne peasant delivers on the average about 50% of his
requisitions, because the flat country enables the Germans to
go out and collect easily. But in the mountainoue regions,
the peasant delivers only about 10% of his requisitions (if
this much) because the Germans do not have the forces or
inclination to go up into the mountzins and collect.

The aituation in Southern Herzogovine is yuite different.
Here there are areas where iood is very difficult to obtain.

Colonel Seitz and I collected extensive data on prevailing
prices of food and commodities in Belgrade and other cities and
towns of Serbie, which I turned over to him.

(k) HReprisals - hostages - potential sirdromes - targets -
personal histories of Ee{ﬁiﬁ officers - German disposition.

Colonel Seitz has our pencilled notes on each of the above
topics, showing for each area the number of reprisals and
hosteges, location and description of potential airdromes,
location and description of military targets in each area, and
personal histories of Cetnik officers. &Since without these

notes I could furnish only a hazy general recollection oi the
facte, I suggest we wait until he arrives with the data.
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Iv ART. = K #dR - ATTITUDE CETRIKS

In North Central Serbia we saw no Partisans, and were
advised everywhere that there were no Partisuns in tae area,
with the exception of & saall band of tao or turce humired wno
had croceed the Sava River between Sabac and Obrenovae wnc had
penetrated a short distance southwarmi. It was also reported
that there wus a small group of Portisans in tne Kaponik
Mountains and in thesouth near Pristina, when I arrived near
Faska in late Decesber I jound that a band of 8J0 to 1,000
Partisare had been pusned over froa the canjak, tarough
Stitkove. On 10 January they had genetrated aluost so far
as Ivanice, but were being surrounded on all sides by Cetniks,
Later I heard that there were also Partis.ns in Lhe wlatibor
region.

dy impression is tnat the people in cerbia o not favor
the Partisane, and that they are dgainst communism. Every
peasant wants only his King and a democratic form of government.,
ne neard this expressed thousands of times. The peasant: fear
and hate the Partisans, whom they represent as an enemy wiiich
will burn down their houses anc take away all of their food..

ihe general feeling on the part of Cetnik comsanders in
the area of Lerbia inspected seemed to be tiut they were not
worried about Partisans trying to establish a foothold, The
chief enemy in Central Serbia still seems to be the Gerusns.

On the march to the sea through the Sanjak and iicrzogovina,
I found an entirely different situ.tion. Here the chier interest
of the Cetnik commanders, their zen, and the cerb peasunts aere
the Partisans. By far the greatest part of the military eifort
here is devoted against the Partisans, anu there is a bitter
civil war raging everywhere. lor inctance, I nave personally
seen many houses alleged to have been burned down by Pariisans
in Herzogovina, and have listened to many local pro-Letnik Serb
peasants describe bitterly how baily they have been trealed by
the Partisans. For instance, when I have asked to buy food from
peasants, they have replied tiat they would only oe too plat to
give ne something if they lmd it, but that tne Partisane had been
in the village and had taken everytning. I have personally,
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from a hill near Kalinovik, &een the Partiﬁanﬂ, ay
field glasses, burning down the houses of the local Cetnik
compandant and his leaders.

Both the sttitude of Mihailovic, as expressed in his lLetters
to Generals Donovan and Eisenhower, and that of hie Area Com-
manders, shows that they congider the war against the Partisans
to have primarily a racial basis, and only secondarily a ideo-
logical basis. oSeveral Yugoslav officers explained the situa-
tion to me as follows:

"Tn 1941 the Partisans under Tito comprised
mostly poor Serbs from dontenegro and the Sanjak,
to whom communism appealed, because it gave tliese
people & chance to sﬁare the wealth. At the same
time, the Partisans appealed strongly to those Serbs
who ielt that rich peliticiane and buresucrats were
respongible for the sudden defeat of their large
army. The cerbs feel, however, that the real reason
for the army's fiasco was the treacherﬁ of a large
percentage of Croat officers and wen who, being
strongly Germanophil, and believing that Nazi domina-
tion of Continental Europe was inevitable, were
willing to surrender. sithout resistance. After the
capitulation, the Gerwans brought in Pavelic, and
the Ustachi and these traitorous Croats joined tne
Ustachi. At this time boih Tito and Mihailowvie had
the same objective, i.e. to defeat the occupator,
and the only difference between them was that Tito
gtood for communism. Meanwhile, the Ustachi and
treacherous Croats began their blood purge of Zerbs
in Croatia, Boenia, Herzogovina, and Daluwatia, believ-
ing firmiy that permanent German dowmination of Yugo-
slavia was inevitable, since the Allies sere losing
heavily on every front.

"After the Germans cruched both Tito and
dinailovie in the fall of 1941, Tito was eventually
iforced up into tne region of »esl Bosnia, his main
stronghold. During the year 1942 it becaume apparent
that the Allies mipnt possibly win the war after all.

¥
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Rommel was puched back out of Frypt. The Allies
ionaed in liorth Afriea. Hussia continued to have
success on Lhe Eastern Jront. The Ustachi then
realized that if the Allies were .uccessful, they
woulu be shot as war criminale. Mihailovie had vowed
that for every Serb life taken by the Ustachi and
Croate, @ Crout life woula be taken in reprisal,

and BBC Lonuon was broadeasting this announcement.
The Ustachi could not, therefore, make peace with -
Mihailovic, anz their only hope of saving themselves
vas Lo go over to the Allied side by joinings the
Partisans.

"Inspection of Partisan vodies anu prisoners
taken in battle shows that the Partisan army is no
comprised of more than seventy-five percent Cro:’
and former Ustachi. The Cetniks claim that they .e
fighting the Serbs to preserve themselves ethnicaily
ana numerically, and to insure for themselves post-
var control of Yugoslavia. At the beginning of the
war there were about 4,800,000 Croats in Yusoslavia,
6,000,900 Eerbs, 1,700,000 Slovenians, 750,000 Mussei-
men, and 1,000,000 of other minorities.

"Before the war, the Croats both feared and
resented any Serb domination of Yugoslavia. They
felt, on the contrary, that since their population,
together with that of the Slovenians, was almoft
equal to tnat of the ferbs, the capitul of Yugosiavia
shoulid be at Zagreb, especially since they were
closer to the centers of Zuropean cuiture. Vhile
willing to accept the benefits of a Yuroslav state,
the Croats, under Lr. Macek, were constantly agitating
for an indepenaent state, ana an indeuenaent king,
not a Kara-George. Lr. Yacex had w:.irutions for
the throne.

"The ferb-Croat antaroniem was further increased
Ly the fuct that the Croats are overvhelmin:sly Catholic,
ana the {erbs, Jrthodox. In 1937 there was nesriy a
reliciovs war between the Cerbs and Crouis, vlen the
Yusoslav Government's Concordat guve more rights to
Catholics.

"The Serb officers feel that the Crosts are the
politicians, whereas the Serbs have, in the course of
history, done all the firhiting. They oint to the
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m:m:y in the last world war, when the E;rEE l
the front were the spearhead which eventually libera-
ted their country with a tremendous loss of life.

"The Cetnik officera maintain that Tito is now devoting
by far the greater amount of his forces, arms, and ammunition
against the Cetniks in the civil war.®

The above expression of attitude shows how bitterly the Cet-
niks feel against the Partisans, whom they consider as coaprising
the overwhe percentage of Croats and former Ustachi. They
cannot f::}lﬂ the Croaté for their purge of the Serb po tion
in 1941 1942, which they claim took 700,000 lives. They cannot
understand why Britain, which formerly backed Mihailovic against the
Ustachi, in the days when the Allies were losing the war on all fromts.
is now sponsoring an army alleged to consist mainly of these Ustachi.

My impression was that most Cetnik officefs favor an indepen-
dent Serbia after the war. Some want & greater Serbia which will
be the predominating influence in all Jugoslavia. Some definitely
believe thepe should be & federation of independent states (inclu-
ding independent Croat and Serb states) with a federal government,
having delegated powers, under Eing Peter.

Some Cetnik officers favor & truce with the Partisans until
the war against Ge is finished. A notable example is Major
Lukasevic, who nta%t mich as he hates the Partisans he would
be willing to have a truce, provided a geographical line could be
established dividing Yugosiavia into two aress, on the understanding
that the Partisans would fight the Germans in the north, and the
Cetniks would fight the Germans in the south. Other Cetnik offi-
cers believe that peace is impossible.

V. CO FATION EETW S AND S

In MWorth-Central Serbia I saw no evidence of collaboration
between Cetnike and Germans, with two small exceptions. One in-
stance was at the town of Belanovica, east of Valjevo, in the
area of Captain Ninkovic, a Cetnik Eorpus commander. Here there I
were about 50 Nedici gendarmes under one lieutenant whose funetion
is to keep orcer in the town. Ninkovic adglsed that the ~ieutenant
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and most of the men were lgﬁnl to the Cetniks, and stated that
if they were called upon, they would immediately Join tie Cetniks
in the woods; that he could disarm them at any time, but that
they were more useful to him in their present capacity because
they gave him valuable information on German movements in the
area. After we had passed near the town, Colonel Seitz and I
met the Nedici Lieutenant, who had followed us for the pur.ose
of meeting us in the woods. He professed to be loyal to the
Cetniks, and willing to help them in any way thut he couiu, but
surprised us all and infuriated Ninkovic ana the other Cetniks
present when, in answer to my question as to how the people in
the town felt toward the Nedici, he stated that he thougnt tnat
they were sympathetic, because the Nedici saved them from hieavy
reprisals which the Germans would otherwise have taken.

Likewise, Kalabic admitted that he maintained friendly
contact with about 50 Nedici gendarmes in Aranjelovac, about 50
kilometers south of Belgrade, who were assigned there by the
Germans to guard the raiiroad station. He stated that he
maintained this relation for the same reason as Ninkovic, and
also for the reason that they were a source of arms. FHe pointed

" out, for example, that they had tipped him off in August, 1943,

that some German lorries were traveling south through Stragari
with a lot of machine guns and ammuni‘ion. 4s a result of
this information he was abie to attack the column, kiil 80 Germans,
and capture 40 Zorka light machine runs with a consiaerabie amount
of ammunition. I saw Stragari. The entire village, including
over 150 houses, was destroyed by the Germans in reprisal for
this attack. “

In southern Herzogovina and soutliern Dalmatia 1 saw
collaboration between the Cetniks and the Germans for the
purpose of fighting the Partisans. On, one afternoon while I
was at the head of & column I bumped into a German patrol and
made a hasty retreat. ilajor Lukasevic went forward with some
of his troops while we retreated to a nearby village. 1 later
learned that Lukasevic, upon being brousht down to the local
German commandant, stated that he was tie commanuer of the
Cetnik Nevisinje Brigade; that he haa come down purposely to
make contact with the Germans, in order to advise them that
there was a large band of Partisans advancing toward their
position, and that he, Lukasevic and his men, were taking up
positions in the vwoods to fight these Partisans. The German
commandant thanked him very much for this information ana
allowed him and his men to escape in oraer to ficht the Partisans.
Ve later met Lukasevic about six hours south of this point.
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While we were waiting for Lukasevic, the local Cetnik
Srez commander advised us that he was friendiy with the German
commandant for the Lubinje area; that on the previous day he
had found living accommodations for 6.0 of the newly arrived
German troops, and that he was expecting another 640 shortly.
I'e could see many of these German troops from the mountainside.

Yhile we were hiding out near Dubrovik, south of Trevinje,
one of Bacevic's soldiers showed me a German legitimacia issued
ta him by the German authorities at Dubrovik. The paper had on
it the printed letterhead of the German Army heaaquarters at
Dubrovik. In the Serbian language it described him as a "Cetnik"
fichting the Partisans, and allowed him the right to go to the
hospital at Dubrovik. He advised me that it had been issued to
him vy the German authorities at Lubrovik.

: Yhen faced with such evidence of collaboration, Lieutenant
Colonel Bagevic tried to justify it on the grounds that it was
necessary to know what the Germdans were knowing in his area. 1
expressed the opinion that such activities wou.id constitute
espionaze against the Germans, but that this was not espionage
because the Germans knew that these men were Cetniks. He
replied that all persons of Orthodox reli:ion in the area are
described as "Cetniks" by the Germans.

My own impression is that there is very little collaboration
in Serbia, vaere the German is still the primary enemy, but
that tiiere is collaporation in Herzogovina, because Mihailovic's
leaders, much as they hate the Germans, feel that they must
collaborete against the Partisans in order to save themselves
from louin- the civil war against the Partisans., This collabora-
tion doec not seex to bother their conescience any. They point
out that taer are, in fact, fizhting former Croat Ustachni, many
of whom are presently collatorating with Pavelic; and that the
l-ritich are feeaing arms to the Partisans, which are being used
Ly the Partisans asainst t.e Cetniks. This all plays into thne
~inas o7 the Jermane, who are taking advantage of toe fact tnat
-+ civii war is foremost in the minus of the Cetnixks.

The atove collaboration in the area of soutnern Herzo-
-oviuc seer¢ to be jurt a continuation of the colialoration
viaich existed eariier in l)i« anc 1743 bLetween ihe Cetniks ana
the Itaiians arainst the Partisans.

L]
vI. RIHATLOVIC'L SALUIC.TIANE VITE hLlt GOVERNMR.ST
4

vhen I arrived in Yuroslavia, the iritisn iiission wavised
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that Mihailovic's only method of communication withHs govern-
ment in Caire was by radio to Malta, in a cipher known to the
British. In January'1944, Colonel Bailey aovised he thowucht
Mihailovic probably had establizhed direct radio liaison with
his government, but that his messages were undoubtedly montored.

As far back as Jctober, 'ihailovic agvised me that he haa
aireet liaison with Americe Lhrou-h & racio ke kept in the wooas)
that he could send messages via this method to Foticn, Yuposlay
Ambassador at Washington; ana asked if I wanted to send s message
direct to anyone in Vashinston. 1 politely declinea and reported
tiie matter to Bailey, who took it up with Cairo and and Loudon.

1 later learned he had a young Serb-American, Hobert darjanovic,
working at this secret station.

Mihailovic advised that the redio station was in the woods

not far from Aranjelovac, and offered to let me see it, but I
never went there.
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