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TELEGRAl\1 RECEIVED 

JT 
T:JiG tE).Egl'Cl.'l1 m·J,;"; be FROM 
r.loscly po.r•,phr · .d hc·-
foro: iY• ~ng ..;:l:rur. _ ic~ •.:d 
to ·J.r.~'-:.n~ . (sc; 

<'r ~:-£t!U' y of . IStA.tc 1 

Washington. 

TOKYO 

D~tcd February 18 1 1941 

Ro:o: d 3 p. m. 

259 1 February 18 1 9 p. m. (SECTION TWO) 

p£riod of high to:nsion o.nd rcflo:ct a mer~ optimistic 

o~t1ook thnn hit~Erto. ~r. Hugh Byas, one of th£ ~st 

'l.StutE foreign o·;,scrv£rs in Japan, fn:1s that tho:rE ha.s 

bEcn"a pai:llll'sn s ·ow-:o~;:: n · :: 1 t:,l'\t beneficial results 

eJ:c likor1y to aeon:" !'r om t:1o: r,o,.ntly rcvca1o:d /d£tcrm1na­

tion on thc part of the f our countries mentioned abovE. 

I sttaxe thio view so far as the Japanese GovErnmEnt is 

co~cerncd but am far from oonvinco:d that the government 

can control tho: arced forces afio:ld. Only concreto: cvi-

dcno£ can carry such conviction. 

Three. In the meantime many indications comE to us 

that beneficial inflUEnco:s arc at work. Hirota, who 

reflEcts the opinion of important i:lcments associated 

with the Black Dragon Sooicty, reco:ntly said to ono: of 

my rc1iabl~ collo:aguors in oonfidenco: that Kateuoka is 

pursuing a poliO)' fatal to Japan and t hat by allying Japan 

with the Axia and by further antagonizing the United StatEs 
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