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Noveo'b41r 15 , 194), 

l.m.!OHANDUll FOR : 

7he Secretary or State. 

Gubjeot : Tho Cnlopocos Islands . 

In ooneultat1on with t bo Joint Cbiers or 
Gtarr , 1 have !;ivan ooll81clerat1on 1.0 11 cec:oranclll!:l or J;ov C1'1'b41r lltb on t he subject of' t he Cnlapaaoa 
Ieloncla s1cnecl 'by !Jr. Stett1n1us. 

I approve t he St a te Depar~Ant reo~enclat1ons: 

( 1) that plana be cacle now to work 
out o.t a l ater elate so1:1e arranr;enonts 
ao.tiot'aotory to t he l'lar and NaV7 Depart­
cents perhaps tbroucb 1nter-Aner1oan 
action, ancl 

(2) t hat the agreei!Ant alnad:y dra.!'tecl ancl 
accepted b:y both aovernoente be e1goecl 
without ohanee at onoe. 
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':'he I'roeUcmt, 1n ootl.!lul til Ilion v! t.h tho Jo1nt 

Chiots o!' !lt o..."t'. baa ' ho c o:w1dor'at1on to a l*:lar anoo 

dll:l or 11 17ovo:$or on tho eubJoot or tho oala.,..;pe 

Iullll'ldo 11cnac.1 by HI-. :-. tott 1&1Wi e 

'!tw n-oo1t.ont • OIFOftll t ".o • t. .. to ...OpiU'tD.ollt ro 

oon.!a t1 Ol'lli : 

(1 ) that pliiJ\II bo llA<!o now t <> wor :t out at a lotor 

toto .ao~ ~raa.:::~t oat1Dtaotor-; w t ltoo r.er and 

f:a:V';/ JOpartDonta pol"~ t:!ll~u.~ !ntur-Anarlo_,, aot~un, 

Wld 

( D) thAt tbo a.;J"O~t &l.roaq tlt'u.t'tod &DO aooo.,t " 

~ bot.;. Covortuoiat. bit o1GMCl wltbout olWl{;V lit .-.oo. 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

l!ovembor ll , 19~3 

J.:El!ORA:IDU!~ F'On TI:E PRES IDE1l'l' 

SUBJECT : The Gal~pasos I slands 

The 1/ar and ;;avy Departments have recently infonned 

u.s that , from the point of view of national security, i t 
would be desirable for tile Gal6.pagos Isl ands to continue 

to be occupied by our armed forces percanentl y , 

l~o agreement of any ki nd has ever been sit:;ned with 

tho : cuadoran Governnent coverins the Gal~pa:;os : slands 
a1 though that Government has r ecently indicated i 'Cs w1ll-
1.:·lUtess to 3i Ul e.n agreement which was accepted in prin­
cipl e about a year -so. That agreement provided for oc­
cupation of the e.ren during t he present emer,;onoy only 
althoUbh it di d state that it •may continue t hereafter , 
if, in the opinion of the two bovernments , t here stil l 
exists the danser of azgression by a non- American power 
asainst a.n American power . " 

.le of OO\U'Se want to comply with the des iros of 

war and l:avy, but wo believe that it .. ould be inad­

visable at this time to raioe the issue of a def i niti ve 
a;:;roement ooverlne tho post-war use or the Gal~pa~;os 

Islands by our armed forces , Such an agreement would 
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not improve our present position. It t:oul d , on the other 

hand, j eopar dize the eventual chances or workinc; out a 

sat isfac tory arrnnaement at a la te r date . The political 

situation in l:.CU&dor is no t such as to permit tbo Presi ­

dent of that country at this time sa.fely to enter into 

tho dis cussion of o pos t - war arrangement for t h e Gal~pagos . 

Furthermore , if a ques tion of this k ind i s raised with 

Ecuador , all of the other republics in which ne have ac­

quired military tao11i t 1os of one kind or ano t h er wil l 

1mmodiatel y become concer ned at our post- war i ntentions . 

It is therefore reco~nded (1 ) that plans be ~~de 

now to work out at a later date some arrangement satis­

f actory t o the War and Navy Departments perhaps t hrough 

i nter- Amer ican action, and (2) that t he agreement alreod~ 

drafted and accepted by both Governments be signed with­

out change at once , 

( 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I N GTON 

:lovenbor 16, 194). 

t&:ORANDUl.l FOR: 

ADMIRAL BRCA'/N. 

Captain Royal i nforms t hat the 

attached suggested letter to the Secretary 

or State was prepared by him in accordance 

with instructions received at t he conference 

or t he President and t he Joint Chiefs or 

Starr , yesterday afternoon , November 15th. 

Very respectfully, 

Y! . M. Rigdon. 

P.S . I t approved , I would l ike to rewrite 

1t on White House stat ionery. 



THE WHI TE ROUSE 
I'IASHINGTOU 

15 November 1943 

MEJ.!ORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE : 

Subject: The Galapagos Islands 

The President, i n consultation with the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, bas g iven consideration to a memoran­

dum of 11 November on the subject of the Galapagos 

Islands signed by Mr. Stettinius . 

The President approves t he State Department recom-

mendations: 

(1) that plans be made now t o work out at a later 

date some arrangement satisfact ory to the Vlar and 

Navy Departmen ts perhaps through inter-American action, 

and 

(2) that t he agreement already drafted and accepted 

by both Governments be signed without change at once . 

•' 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Novembe r 6 , 19'4 

nornin~ a oorsonsl lette~ J!reeted cc you~ ?rasident 

ve:asco I'!:)arrc . I enclose :'1er •':11 t~ "J.r . ·:elsscc ' s le tttl!llr 

to<'&t:~or w1 "" & tranala tion . 

£nclosure : 

Le-.;ter to Prcs1d.e~t noca~vel t 
from Dr. '.'dRaco and trCU'a ­
lst1on . 
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PRESIDENCIA OE lA lEPU&liCA ~uito , 21 de octubre de 1944 

Excmo. Sr . Dn. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pr esidente ie los Estados Unidos de Norte America 
Washington. 

Senor Pres 1dente: 

Reclbo la muy a~able certa de V. E. e n la que se digna expresarme 
los motives por los que V. E. no pudo recibir al Sr. Dn. Victor 
Emilio Estrada, mi delegado personal para tratar en los Estados 
Uoidos sobre ciertos problemas de interes pera la nac16n ecuato­
riaoa . 

Aprec1o d~bidamente la del1ceda atenc16n de V. E. para conm1go . 
Las preocupac1ones de V. E, eo estes mementos eo oue se debaten 
eo el mundo los dest1oos de la Libertad humans y de los Estados 
Unidos, haoen imposible que V. E. pueda atender a otros asuntos 
de manor 1mporteno1a , frente al de poner en salvo l a d1gn1dad 
de la espec1e humane. 

El Sr . Estrada regresara a los Estados Unidos y, si las c1rc uns­
taocias l o per miten, saludara personalmente a V. E, eo mi oombre. 

Aprovecho de es t a oportunidad para felic i tar a V. E por l os triuo­
r os de l os Estados Uo1dos y de las Naciones Alladas contta el 1m­
per1al1smo prusiaoo y aslat1co. 

Nac1ones sin ninguna pretension mil1tar1sta y coo sol o el est!mu­
lo de la libertad, estan domioando, por medio de la fuerza just1-
c1ere, las pretensiones de la f uerza esclavizadora. 

Con los majores votes para V. E, y su !lustre Patrie, me suscri ­
bo muy atento y seguro serv1dor 

' 
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uito , October 21 , 1941 

His ;xcallency 
'ranklin D. .loosevel t, 

President or the United Statas of r~orica , 
tashi n.:ton. 

J..r , Fresident : ;>-~ 
~ , .-- ,.;,·t,_,) 

I have received your very kind letter in >~hich you 
express the reasons why you 11ere not able 1:0 receive 
Mr . Victor Bl:lilio ~strada , my personal t·epresentlltive, 
who was instructed to negotiate in the United States 
concerning certain problel:lll of interest to the J cuudoran 
nation. 

I dul y appreciat e your position . Your preoccupation 
in t hese tnOilente duriOG 'llhich the destinies of human 
liberty and of the ~nited ~t~tes are being debuted thrOU&•­out the uorld , ~ke it icpos. ible for you to attend to 
other matters or less importance ubile you are raced 11ith 
savinG t he disnit y of the human race . 

Mr . ::strudu \'ill return to t he United States and , if circumstances ne=it it , nill greet you 3ersonally in my 
name. 

I ava il IlYSelf of this O'!)portunity to COiloratule.ta 
you for t he triumphc ot t he United States and or the 
Allied Uations e.~ainst Pruss i an and ,.e l tt.tic i mper ialism. 

!rations with no militaris t oretentions end •. ith only 
the stimulus or liberty , are dooin~ tinr by the f orces of 
Justice , the ·retonsions ot the forces or slavery . 

', ith bes t 11ishes to you und your illustr ious country, 

very sincorsly, 

J . 1 . v .r .s.;o I i..tt. 
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