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005 Letter [Draft thank you letter re: reading] - To: Virginia 1 07/30/2001 ~ P6/b6;

' Bowman - From: POTUS o T B

006 Letter [Draft thank you letter re: reading] - To: Virginia 1.~ 07/16/2001 - P6/b6;
Bowman - From: POTUS '

007 Letter [Draft thank you letter re: reading] - To: Virginia [ "0’7/2_4/200‘1. P6/b6;
Bowman - From: POTUS y R
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RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - {44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] .

P1 National Security Classified Information {(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential'commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P5 Release would disclose confidential advise between the President
and his advisors, or beétween such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

Deed of Gift Restrictions

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 govérning access to natlonal
security-information.
B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document
- C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.

Freedom of Information Act - {5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(B)(1) of the FOTA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] ’

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] )

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or conﬁdentlal or financial |
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] R

b(6) Release would constitute a cléarly iinwarranted i mvasmn of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] :

b(7) Releasé would disclose information complled for Taw enforcement .
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Release would disclose information ¢oiicerning the regulatlon of -
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose géological or geéophysical mformatlon )
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]
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_ UNITED STATES ,DEPAR'TMENT‘OF' EDUCATION

' OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

er KennyA Wilk OCT 3 0 ZOOl L

o Representatrve Forty-Second Drstr1ct

Leavenworth County -
- 715 Cottonwood Drive . . . =
: Lans1ng, Kansas 66043 :

Dear Mr. Wilk:

- Thank you for’ your letter to Presrdent Bush in support of prov1d1ng add1t1onal fundrng for :
the Special Education Grants to States program under the Individuals with D1sab111t1es
Educatlon Act (lDEA) I have been asked to respond on h1s behalf :

The Admrnlstratlon reco gnlzes that States and loca11t1es face many challenges in carrylng
out their respons1b111ty to educate children with disabilities. While education, including
the education of children with disabilities, is pnmanly a State and local responsibility, we
. believe that it is important for the Federal government to continue to provide additional. -
_support to States and local educational agencres to serve children with disabilities. Slnce
1996, funding for the Grants to States’ program has grown by over 170 percent and the
Federal contribution has risen from 7 percent of the national average per pupil
expendlture to 15 percent. Because of changes made by the IDEA Amendments of 1997
~in the way funds are distributed within States; there has been an increase of almost
220 percent in the minimum amount of Grants to States funds that must be passed ‘
~ through from the State level to local educational agencies. The President' 's budget request
. for fiscal year 2002 would further increase funding for the Grants to States program by /

o $1 billion, to a level of $7.3 billion--the highest level of Federal support ever prov1ded

and largest Increase ever proposed by a Presrdent for this pro gram.

’In add1t10n the Presrdent s Reading Frrst 1n1t1at1ve announced as part of the Pres1dent s
No Child Left Behind proposal and adopted by both the House and Senate, may help to
. reduce the cost of special education and number of i inappropriate referrals because more ‘

- children would receive proper reading instruction earlier. Approximately 80 percent of

*the 3 million children with learning disabilities served under the IDEA have reading
- difficulties. Because of inadequate or 1nappropr1ate instruction in the, early grades, many

~ of these children may have been unnecessanly referred to special education.. Others may
“need fewer special educatron serv1ces if they rece1ve early 1ntervent10n and 1mproved '
1nstruct10n : : , < » ‘

While the Adm1n1strat10n supports 1ncreased fundlng for the Grants to States pro gram,
“the Administration opposes the pending Senate proposal to fully fund IDEA because.it

’ - would remove the IDEA from the annual appropnatlons process and substantlally

increase Federal fundrng without ty1ng the fundrng to 1mprov1ng educatronal results for

400 MARYLAND AVE., S W WASH[NGTON D.C. 20202- 0500
www.ed.gov.

: Qur mission is to ensure equal access to education and to ‘promote eduodtiohalexcéllénéé throughout the Nation. ~*

S
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children with dlsablhtles lee other cr1t1ca1 educatlon pnontles IDEA fundlng should
’remam subject to the annual appropriations process, ‘where Congress has discretion to
scrutinize Federal spending and determine how best to allocate limited resources. The

Administration is also proposing to undertake a comprehensive, evidence-based review

of the Act as part of its reauthorization process to ensure that special educatlon ﬁmds are
“used effectlvely to improve results for children W1th dlsab111tles X

’ . Educatlon is one of this Admmlstratlon s hlghest priorities.. The President“s: fiscal year
. 2002 budget includes significant investments aimed at ensuring that-all children will have

- an opportumty to obtain a h1 gh quahty educatlon 1nc1ud1ng chlldren w1th d1sab111tles

5 Thank you for your 1nterest in th1s very 1mportant pro gram ‘.

o

Slncerely yours

4.”%,]

Thomas P. Skelly . :
Director, Budget»Service .

~




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

i : October 01, 2001

TO: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ACTION COMMENTS: PLEASE RESPOND '

ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION

 DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 493182
‘ MEDIA:  LETTER, DATED JUL 12, 2001
TO: PRESIDENT BUSH

‘ FROM: THE HONORABLE KENNY WILK
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
STATE OF KANSAS - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
| - LEAVENWORTH COUNTY
| 715 COTTONWOOD DRIVE
LANSING, KS 66043

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO RECONSIDER HIS POSITION ON EDUCATION ISSUE

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS
OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT 456-2590.
\

- RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 20, 2001

Dear Mr. Wilk:

On behalf of the President, thank you for your recent correspondence regarding federal funding
for special education.

As you know, the immediate focus of the Administration is to respond to the tragic events of
September 11,2001. The criminals who committed these despicable acts of war against our
country will be brought to justice. Although their intention was to destroy our country and our
spirit, they will not succeed. Rest assured that the United States Government is open for business
and the Administration stands to serve you and the people of this great country that you
represent.

Therefore, I have shared your letter with the President’s advisors and the appropriate agencies
who have been formulating policy recommendations in this area. You letter is receiving their
close and careful attention. I look forward to continuing to work with you. Please do not hesitate
to contact my office in the future.

Sincerely,

Ruben Barrales
Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Kenny Wilk

Member of the House of Representatives
State of Kansas

715 Cottonwood Drive

Lansing, Kansas 66043-6257

RB:AEP
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QV " STATEOFKANSAS L?L 2| g o
M} . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES = ' ? 3 [ 9-_‘
| ﬁ‘) KENNYA WILK State Representative
715 Cottonwood Drive 42nd District

Lansing, Kansas 66043
(913) 727-2453

State Capitol, Room 514-S
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504
(785) 296-7660

CHAIRMAN
House Appropriations Committee

July 12, 2001

President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Déar Mr. President:
T 'am writing to strongly urge you to fully fund the mandate the federal government made to the states of

this Union regarding special education services in our nation’s schools. As a former governor, I am sure
you understand the enormous burden states face in paying for the special needs disabled children require. .

When the our nation's government passed legislation in 1975 to provide public education to all disabled
children, it also promised to foot the bill for 40 percent of special education costs. Kansas currently
spends $515.4 million teaching students with special needs and the federal government pays only $59.8
million, roughly 12 percent of the total. If the federal government fulfilled its promise, our state would
receive an additional $164 million.

As the Appropnatlons Chalrman of the Kansas House of Representatives, it is my firm belief that the most
effective and impacting step you and the Congress can take regardlng education would be to fully fund the
federal government's promise to states. In Kansas, it would mean freeing up the funds we desperately need
to raise teacher salaries and enhance our programming for students in need of intervention. Currently, our
ability to fund a suitable education to all students is hampered by the high cost of providing special
services to the disabled. I respectfully submit to you, the last assistance we need is federal dollars for more
testing. :

Providing a public education to all our nation's children is certainly a cornerstone of the democracy in
which we live. All children deserve a quality education. However, states like Kansas are forced to cut
corners on the education of non-special needs children in order to meet the mandate the federal
government made 26 years ago. I strongly believe the best public education reform you can pursue is the
full funding of the services to special needs children.

Please reconsider your position on the education issue. It is not to late to influence the outcome of this
very important issue. Thank you for your time and consideration.

¢.c. - Senator Sam Brownback
.. Senator Pat Roberts
Congressman Dennis Moore.
Congressman Jerry Moran
Congressman Jim Ryan
Congressman Todd Tiart
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195200,

10500 East 60 Terrace ® Raytown, MO 64133 e Phone: 816-737-6200_- Fax: 816-737-6209

RAYTOWN
QUALITY ' ’
SCHOOL.S : Office of Superintendent
Expect the Exceptional - ' ) mike.watkins@mail.raytown.k12,mo.us
May 29, 2001

President George W. Bush :
~The White House ~~ ~ S ‘
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President George W. Bush:

Our mutual friends, Jeremy Kenny (Yale class of ‘68) and Sam Arnold (Yale class of ‘47), suggested
that | write to you regarding a priority we share--that every child in-America receive a quality educa-
tion. |teachin a. suburban district-in Missouri, one that has implemented. progressive programs
throughout the years that support student success. Educators and young people in our district have
brainstormed.to suggest avenues:through which we may implement improvements.

® Reduce the number of unfunded -federal mandates that drain resources from
other programs that have proven to build strong academic success.

®  Ensure an adequate funding formula that will support the continuation of
quality public educational programs and put a cap on the number of students
for which a teacher is responsible each day. This number is different from
average class size within a building, which may have -been calculated through
- inciusion of counselors, librarians, media specialists, and administrators.

® Support an affordable national certification criteria so that educators who
relocate to another state may continue to teach.

® Explore methodology to address the plight of troubled youths. Often it is
these very youths who are.most susceptible to the negative influences that -
hinder their potential to become healthy, productive members of society.
Schools see an increasing number of chlldren whose Iearnlng is compromlsed
by poverty, abuse and. neglect AL S

e Y"Encourage and fund Parents As Teachers programs at the Iocal state, and
' federal levels. Studies have proven that such programs strengthen parentlng
skills and provide the children an added boost.

Accredzted with Distinction for Hzg/z Achievement in Performance

/8992



® Establish federally funded incentive programs to atiract the brightest young
people into the field of education. Scholarships for education course work
might carry. the stipulation that the recipient teach for a specified time period
in an economically or socially d|sadvantaged area. '

e Encourage businesses to offer reIease t|me SO that parents may be |nvolved in .
* their child’s school experlence ‘ '

-® - Foster relat|onsh|ps with mdustry to develop school-to-work curriculum
o objectives and to enhance student understanding of employment exigencies.
Programs that provide temporary certification to business men and women so
that they may teach part time would be one method to partner bus|ness with
educat|on :

, . Encourage the development of a curriculum at the 'seco_ndaryllevel that
' addre'sses the issues of ethics, professionalism and accountability‘

The Raytown School Dlstrlct developed the following three programs to enhance student owner-
- ship in. h|s/her emotional enV|ronment in the school setting. :

1. ‘The Peer Helping curriculum was created as an elective course for secondary students.
- The course’s objectives included teaching students how to create healthy relationships,
how to help themselves and others, and how to recogn|ze and use healthy decision.

Amaklng Skl”S :

2.+ Raytown’s BlST Program (Behavior Intervention Support Team) was designed to assist
at-risk students in accepting responsibility for.their own behavior and in learning how
“to change that behavior when necessary. Trained adult interventionists in each school
provide a safe environment where troubled young people can learn techniques that _
will help them be successful both academically and socially.

3. The ACES program (see brochure) provides free academic support for the student who .
~requires tutoring to meet his educational goals and to reta|n eligibility for extra curricular
act|vrties (athletlc music, forensic, clubs)

_RAYTOWN QUALITY SCHOOLS MISSION STATEMENT:
' ~ As a diverse, caring community, we will-ensure all students the opportunlty
to develop a foundation that empowers them to create their future.

We welcome the opportunlty to assist in developing these concepts or in prowding further |nforma-
‘tion regarding the programs that have proven successful in our district. :

Respectfully submitted,

'Dr. Michael Watkins , Anne Mallinson
Superintendent ' ~ English Teacher
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Executive Director

John H. Stevens !
JohnSTBEC@aol.com

Co-bhairmen of the Board

Mr. Steve Palko

_ President

Cross Timbers Oil Company

Dr. Richard Middleton
Superintendent
North East ISD

Chairman, Cooidinating Committee

Lucretia Ahrens

Manager, Community Relations

Reliant Energy HL&P Entex

- regarding certain key issues based on our coalition’s
—__shape state education policy in Texas. :

(Medre

R Y4

August 29, 2001

The Honorable George W. Bush

President

United States of America

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20050 .

Dear President Bush:

You are working on the most significant federal education bill of the
past two decades. The “No_Child Left Behind Act of 2001” will help
improve public school performance in America for the benefit of all students.
We are Writing to state our strong support for the Act and to offer our views

The Texas Business and Education Coalition (TBEC) has been a
major force behind the education reforms that have done much to improve
the academic achievement of all students in our state. By bringing business

- and education leaders together, we have been able to recommend education

policy that is both ambitious and realistic — qualities that are necessary for an
improvement strategy to succeed. :

Annual Testing

~Annual testing is a necessary element of an effective accountability

system. Annual testing makes educators at all grade levels in a school
responsible for improving student results rather than placing extraordinary

burdens only on teachers who work at the grades tested. Testing students

each year in grades three through eight also enables educators to follow the
year-to-year progress of students. It provides feedback about the school’s
instructional program that guides educator’s improvement activities.

Reportmg on School Performance

Every school receiving federal funding should be rated each year on the
basis of student learning results. Shining the light publicly on school
performance is a powerful motivator and educators will work hard to get their
schools off the low performing list. We have found in Texas that they will
work just as diligently to earn the higher accountability ratmgs of Recognzzed

~and Exemplary.

Support for Improvement and Consequences for Persistent Failure A

The state must provide support for low performing schools and help them
to learn from the proven practices of effective schools. But in the end, every
student 1s entitled to a good education and there must be serious and
meaningful consequences for persistent failure.

TBEC ° 400 West 15th, Suite 404 Austih, Texas 78701 » 512-480-8232 + 512-480-8055 fax ww»;l.tbec.org

/02379
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- Incremental and Continuous Improvement

An accountability system that expects school performance to improve over a number of
years motivates school improvement efforts that benefit all students. The concept of
“Adequate Yearly Progress” is a sound one, but states should have some flexibility in
establishing performance and improvement goals. It is also unrealistic to expect that progress
will be at‘an even rate over time across a state or in individual school districts. Some years will
be better than others. = B

Performance Gaps

Historic performance gaps are a major problem for American public education and this issue
- must be addressed. Each state’s accountability system must identify performance gaps and

~expect that they be reduced significantly over time. The success achieved by Texas public -
schools results from the state holding public schools accountable separately for ‘the performance
of each student group (all students, African-American, H1span1c White -and econom1ca11y: ‘
disadvantaged) in each subject (reading, mathematics and wrrtrng)

Every group has made progress in meeting the passing standard for each subject since the Texas
accountability system was established in 1993, but those groups that have historically under-
performed (African-American, Hispanic and economrcally-drsadvantaged students) have made .
more progress than have White students. . : : . Lo

Performance gaps can be analyzed also in terms of the difference between: students at the
- top and those at the bottom of the achievement range a test is designed to measure. This
approach can be illustrated by examining the results of the NAEP 2000 Reading 4™ grade
assessment released in February 2001.. That report revealed a very disturbing trend — the gap
between the best readers and the poorest readers mcreased from 1992 to 2000.

From 1992 to 2000, the average 4™ grade reading scale score showed no change (217 in 1992‘
and 217 in 2000). However, the performance of the best readers 1mproved Students at the

90™ percentile scored 261 in 1992 and 264 in 2000; students at the 75" percentile scored 242 in
1992 and 245 in 2000 Over the same time, the performance of the poorest readers declined. -
* Students at the 10" percent11e scored 170 in 1992 and 163 in 2000; students at the 25th percentlle

scored 194 in 1992 and 193 in 2000.

The enclosed document reports on the progress of Texas public school students in readmg and"
mathematics for grades 4 and 8, the levels measured by NAEP. It also includes an analysis of
‘TAAS results similar to the above report in the NAEP. 1t is slightly more complicated than the
current Texas accountability system, but represents somewhat more accurately the performance
of students in Texas public schools. It has the advantage of showing that there are students of
every kind in each of the performance ranges.

The Conﬁrmlng Assessment

Because state accountab111ty systems will be somewhat different from one another, there must
be an effective quality control mechanism. We believe that only one- instrument should be
used for this purpose across the nation to make state-to-state comparisons valid. In our view the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is best equlpped to perform this function.
It is rigorous, independent, recognized nationally, and free from susp1c1ons of collusion with any
given jurisdiction (state or school district). - :




In Conclusion

The business and education leaders of TBEC urge you to move quickly to reach
agreement on the basic policies of the “No Child Left Behind Act of 2001” and to do all you can
to move it the President’s desk for his signature. We appreciate that many in the Congress want
to increase the federal contribution to the costs of public schools and we agree that resources are
important. At this time, however, those concerns should not delay in any way the earliest
enactment of this legislation. A few weeks delay could mean a lost year in implementing state
policies that will have an immediate and positive impact on school performance. This is an
approach to public school improvement that works. The opportunity to benefit all students in
every part of America must not be missed.

Sincerely yours,

o

Dr. Richard A. Middleton - Steve Palko
Superintendent President

North East Independent School District XTO Energy, Inc.
Education Co-chair Business Co-chair

Enclosure: Texas Public School Progress 1997-2000



Texas Publié School Pr;)gréss
1997-20600
‘An Analysis of Texas Assessment of 'Acad,emic Skills (TAAS) Results
By |
John H. Stevens
Executive Director

Texas Business and Education Coalition
August 22, 2001 '



The Texas Public School Accountability System

- Texas public school perfonnance has mcreased sngmﬂcantly since the legislature established a
standards-based acoountab111ty system in 1993. The 1mportant design features of the system are as

follows.

e Annual criterion-referenced testing of all students (readmg and mathematics in grades 3-8

and 10, writing in grades 4, 8, and 10)

e Disaggregation of results by subject (reading, math and wntmg) and student group (African- -

-~ American, Hispanic, White, Economically-disadvantaged).

e An accountability rating (Exemplary, Recognized, Acceptable, or Low perforrmng) assxgned‘

" to school districts and campuses based on test results for each student group in each subject
separately and on other indicators (attendance and dropouts)

e Recognitien for success and sanctions for persistent low performance -

Incremental increases in performance standards (Acceptable began at 25% passmg and was
raised over time to 50% passing)

Texas public school success in improving overall performance and in closing performance gaps
has been well documented and reported. The following analysis shows how this works at the grades

tested by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) from 1997-2000

For purposes of accountability _st_udents are dnsaggregated by ethnicity and economic status.

The

following table shows total enrollments in grades K-12 and students tested in grades 3-8 and 10.

| 1996-1997 1997-1998 1998-1999 19992000
All Students - Enrolled 3,828,975 3,891,871 3,945,367 3,991,783
Tested na ** 2,052,472 2,081,638 | 2,109,405
Afr. Am. Enrolled 549018 (14.3%) | 559,708 (14.4%) | _ 567,998 (14.4%) | _ 576,083 (14.4%) |.
Tested _ na 289,287 (14.1%) | 295,798 (14.2%) | 301,294 (14.3%)
Asian Enrolled 90,943 2.4%) | 95,038 (2.4%) 100,006 (2.5%) 103,499 (2.6%)
Tested na 50,888 (2.5%) 52,988 (2.5%) | 54,529 (2.6%) |
Hispanic Enrolled | 1,432,546 (37.4%) | 1,476,008 (37.9%) | 1,523,769 (38.6%) | 1,578,967 (39.6%)
Tested a T 753,013 (36.7%) | 176,499 (37.3%) | _ 808,339 (38.3%) |
"Nat. Am, Enrolled . 9,008 (0.3%) | 10,562 (0.3%) 11,904 (0.3%) 11,265 (0.3%) |
Tested na , 5,978 (0.3%) 6,409 (0.3%) 6,296 (0.3%)
White Enrolled | 1,746,560 (45.6%) | 1,750,561 (45.0%) | 1,741,690 (44.1%) | 1,721,969 (43.1%,
Tested " ma 947,170 (46.1%) | _ 944,242 (45.4%) | 932,415 (44.2%)
Eoon. Dis, Enrolled | 1,841,185 (48.1%) | 1,886,026 (48.5%) | 1,914,547 (48.5%) | 1,955,012 (49.0%)
Tested " m 972,800 (47.4%) | 980,572 (47.1%) | 1,014,638 (48.1%) |
LEP Enrolled 514,139 (13.4%) | 519.793 (13.4%) | _ 533,741 (13.5%) | 555,334 (13.9%)
Tested ** na | ma | na| T ma

*¥ The state did not report the numbers of students tested prior to the 1997-98 school year and the
number of Limited Enghsh Proficient (LEP) students tested is not available. - :

The number of students tested each year has mcreased along with enrollment and the
~ percentage of students tested for each group represents very closely the percentage of enrollment for

the group.
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City of Fitchburg ~ * a5

Massachusetts :

Mary H. Whitney |

Mayor | I
|
. Brenda Mahan Conquest
“Honor the Past ~ Imagine the Future” Administrative Assistant
o horeme Ramos
October 5, » 2001 Administrative Secretary

The President ' : E
The White House , :
Washington, DC 20500 : o

' Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to encourage your support for GEAR UP (Gaining Earlx Awareng,ss ANd.er

SRR R AP DR T o S

‘—Readiness f&rml;nggrgradyatex ,,Qgramw) J;{lfa}i MZMQOZ GEAR UPisaUS. Department of
~ Education initiative to get low-income and m1nor1ty students to study hard, stay in .

school, and enter college.

As an Advisory Board member of the local GEAR UP partnership, I have seeh first hand
the success of this program. GEAR UP, 2005 is a program of Mount Wachusett
Community" College in partnership with F1tchburg Public Schools, the Cleghorn
Neighborhood € enter ‘and ThréePyramids Iiic.; in collaboration with local:‘commundity -
supporters. “Since" 1998 ‘we have provided the 475+ students in Fitchburg’s Class of 2005
with acadeémic counseling; tutoring; collége awareness, and collége preparation activities.
GEAR UP links thé resources of our local community- college to the most at-risk students
at our c1ty s schools, while providing a network of services between the partnersh1ps

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, GEAR UP provides mult1-year
competitive grants to states and to local partnerships that help students from low-income
families become college eligible and academically competitive. This year GEAR UP will
help 1.5 m1ll1on students and their fam1l1es to pursue their dream of attaining a college
educat1on i ; : , L |

> Although the results of our work will not be fully measured until our Students graduate,
our preliminary data shows that the students are benefiting from the resources we bring to
the schools.
= Over Ninety percent of students regularly attending GEAR UP after school
- . programs increased or maintained.theit grade point average. - - - -
= S1xty one percent ‘of students state that GEAR UP has changed the1r plans for

|
!

Ci ity Hall, 718 Main Street... Fitchburg, Massachusetts 01 420-3 1 25
: 978 345—9550 FAX (978) 345-9553



One hundred percent received parent outreach mformatmn college awareness materlals
and : academlc adv1s1ng : I N SR

Access to a quality education is an American principle that has helped this country grow
strong and prosperous. Funding GEAR UP can better ensure the continuation of that
prosperity by making sure that “no child is left behind.” Tknow first hand what a
difference GEAR UP can make in the lives of students and their families. ThlS is why 1
am respectfully askmg that you increase the funding level for GEAR UP in your detailed
budget and that you increase the current 1eve1 of funding by $130 m11110n dollars to a total
of $425 million for FY 2002. . : SRS =

Thank you for making education your number one funding priority and helping the nation
to ensure that a quality education is within the reach of all American children: We
applaud your continuing commitment to ensuring that a quality education is w1th1n the

.-reach of all American children.

Smcerely,

Mayor Mary Whit W |

ney
City of Fltchburg



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 30, 2001

Dear Mayor Whitney: . - ) i
On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your recent correspondenee regatding -
Ga1n1ng Early Awareness.and. Readlness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)

Your views.on these matters will be shared W1th the Whlte House Domestlc Pohcy Council for ”’_
their benefit and consideration. Your input is highly valued, and we appremate your taklng the-
time to wrlte : : ‘

Sincerely,

. . -
, Ruben Barrales - ' '
‘ Deputy Assistant to the Premdent and
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs -
The Honorable Mary H. Whltney s R R
Mayor - ' S 1
- City of Fitchburg B SRR ol
- City Hall
718 Main Street

Fitchburg, Massaehuéetts 01420-3125

RB:TC



. uly30,2001

.- Kristen Tajnai

[CON

" Dear Kristen:
-<Thank you for scndmg your pmk ﬂat self to’ spcnd hcr summcri
~ vacation with me. I was delighted to have the opportumty to

see a sample of 'your crcatlvc artwork

Inthe future, T hope that you w1ll be’ able to visit thc White

House. As you enjoy your summer, be sure that you make

~_ timeto read

Mrs Bush ]oms me in sending our best w1shes to you for a

) - bnght and happy future. God bless you.

- VSmcercly, S

 GEORGEW. BUSH A

' _Georch Bush

GWB/NT/BW/WS (Corres #2178680)
(7. taJnal k) ‘

/QAJoFVQ pk«{a -

pink ff et suf
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July 24, 2001 | )

Kristen Tajnai

(b)(6)

 Dear Kristen:

Thank you for sending YOur pink flat self to spend her summer

vacation with me. I was dellghted to have the opportunlty to seeu’-'

a, sample of your creatlve artwork.

I hope that in the future that you will. be able to v151t the
: ' A 2

o AN SUvrmes e m ol
White Hg:seb e : self
2O\ ¢ ’
w&@%ernment the Congregs—and Theé SUprems .\.qu.t.

Mrs. Bush jOlnS me in sendlng our best w1shes to you for a bright

and happy future. God bless you o

LSincerely,.
“GWB - o .




THE WHlTE HOUSE

WASHINGTON :

" July 30, 2001

Kristen Tajnai _

‘ Dear Kﬁsteh:.
Thank you for Sending your pink flat self to spend her. sumnier |
'vacation with me. 1 was delighted to have the opportunlty to

seea sample of your creative: artwork

hop’
, HroprthatL the future}that you will be. ab]e to visit the Whlte _

.- to read.

- House. Asyou en]oy yolr summer, Lhepe—ye%make time

' Mrs. Bush Joms me in sendmg our best w1shes to you fora -
' bnght and happy future God bless you

Smcerely,

ﬂ-,’_George,W. Bush
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July 30, 2001

Students of Fair Oaks Elementary School
c/o Mrs.Virginia Bowman

(b)(6)

. Dear Students:
Tharnk you for sending me your good letters about reading. Readingis- =~ = = =
one of my favorite pastimes, and I hope that your love of reading will
grow as you continue your education. Books contain a fountain of
knowledge that will help prepare you to take advantagc of 11fe s
opportunities.

. Mrs. Bush joins me in sending our best wishes to you your families,
and teachers. :

Sincerely,

GEORGE I BuSHﬁ

George W. Bush

GWB/NT/BW/ws (Corres. #2176415)

» yxowman‘.v) o
cc: Nancy Theis, 597 OEOB |

'.4\‘104% pk‘.*- |

010801




-~ July 16, 2001

'The Students of Fair Oaks Elementary -
'C/O Ms. Virginia Bowman

(b)(6)

- Dear Students,

Thank you for sending me your wonderful letters about reading. Reading 1s , j‘ -
“one of my favorite pastimes. I often say that reading is to the mmd what
- food is to the body. Nothing is more essential.

My hope is that your love of reading will grow as you continue your
education. Books contain a fountain of knowledge that cannot be galned

- from any other source.

Mrs. Bush j joins me in sendlng our best w1shes to you, your fam111es, school :

and community.
Sincerely, |
GWB

cc: Kelly Tiedge
Nancy Theis

BW___ NT




danrs

© July 24,2001

The Students of Fair Oaks Elementary
" C/O Ms. Virginia Bowman

(®)6)

DearStudents » o o e e .  N . :
‘Thank you for sending me your wenderfutiettérs about readmg Reading is one of my favorlte pastlmej [othe=me,
that readmg is to the mind what food is to the body. Not ntial. _ e

C§E0pe3 that your love of readmg will grow as you continue your educatlon Books contain a fountam of

!
knowledge that cennet-be-grired-from-any-other-source. uull WNW 7&4“}*13-‘*6-&(0 '.Jddn"‘u.F % ) 'ﬁd
Mrs. Bush joins me in sending our best w1shes to yog, your fam111e ‘ - RS Wo

Sincerely,

‘GWB

cc: Kelly Tiedge
~ Nancy Theis

BW__ . 'NT




(b)(6)

June 12, 2001

President George W. Bush

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. '

Dear President Bush,

Enclosed you will find a collection of some beautiful writings by ten students at Fair Oaks . o
Elementary School in Pleasant Hill, California. Literacy is alive and well at our school and we -
wanted to share that fact with you. We believe you will be extremely impressed with the quality of
this work and want you to sec how well young people can represent America as students and

potentlal scholars.

“ These papers have been submltted to the California Readmg Association in a contest entltled

“Why I Love To Read.” They were selected by their teachers as individuals who have already
accomplished so much in their young lives. As second graders, they display the characterand .
quality representing the best in education. Even at this early stage in their educational careers, they
have exhibited independence and originality while following the standards and discipling requlred

of quahty work. We are exceedingly proud of them.

Fair Oaks Elementary School reflects a microcbsm of the world. The students arrive here from the

~ far corners of the earth, as well as just around the corner of every town, USA. The cultural

diversity is broadbased and comiplex, yet we have more harmony in our school community than any o
place I know. Because I have been the Reading Specialist at this school since 1984, T have had the - - -
distinct pleasure of watching countless students enter our campus—--many rion English speaking<--

~as confused and uncertain little children, and leave later on with confidence and pride in themselves s

and their accomplishments. There is no other place that is more impressive and fascmatmg e

‘ Whlch to vuork than Fair Oaks.’

Many of the essays you will read were written by children who came to this couritry only recently.
Some were not proficient in English as late as last year. However, as you read the enclosed work;
you will see the talent and recognize how interested they are in valuing leammg by the content on ..
each page. We wish to celebrate and highlight this excellence! :

- Frequently, schools like ours receive a ‘bad rap’ because of the challenges we face By sendmg you

a sampling of our finest results, we hope you will openly acknowledge the fact that we need to
spotlight positive accomplishments much more than what usually appears in the media. These *
children represent the essence of all that is good. Please give them the credit they truly deserve

/t?nerely yours, V
e WLS@W W\)ﬁ D

V;r a Bowman, Ed.D.
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(b)(6)

“Tune 12, 2001

President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C.
Dea.r President Bush

Enclosed you will ﬁnd a collection of some beautlful wrmngs by ten students at Fa1r Oaks

"Elementary School in Pleasant Hill, California. Literacy is alive and well at our school and we ° -

wanted to share that fact with you. We believe you will be extremely impressed with the quahty of
this work and want you to see how well young people can represent Amenca as students and
potential scholars. .

These papers have been submitted to the California Readmg Association in a contest crititled

“Why I Love To Read.” They were selected by their teachers as individuals who have already
‘accomplished so much in their young lives. As second graders, they display the character and -

quality representing the best in education. Even at this early stage in their educational careers; they
have exhibited independence and originality while following the standards and dxsc1pllne reqmred
of quality work. We are exceedingly proud of them

Fair Oaks Elementary School reflects a microcosm of the world. The students arrive here from the

far comers of the earth, as well as just around the corner of every town, USA. The cultural , . o
- diversity is broadbased and complex, yet we have more harmony in our school community thanany =~
- place I know. Because I have been the Reading Specialist at this school since 1984, I have had the

distinct pleasure of watching countless students enter our campus----many non English speaking=-- -
as confused and uncertain little children, and leave later on with confidence and pride in thiemselves
and their accomplishments. There is no other place that is more impressive and fascmatmg m '
whlch to work than Fair Oaks.

Many of the essays you will read were written by children who came to this country only recently..
Some-were not proficient in English as late as last year. However, as you read the enclosed work, _
you will see the talent and recognize how interested they are in valuing leammg by the conterit on SNy
each page. We wish to celebrate and highlight this excellence! S

Frequently, schools like ours receive a ‘bad rap’ because of the challenges we face. Byusendin’g yoil
a sampling of our finest results, we hope you will openly acknowledge the fact that we need to: -~
spotlight positive accomplishments much more than what usually appears in the media. These -

" children represent the essence of all that is good. Please give them the credit they truly deserve. - -

mgerely yours
/ w» al) D

V1r




WHY I LOVE TO READ
o

Mehrnaz Ahrar, 2nd grade

I love to read because it’s fun to look at the ptctures I also love to read because I
loveto learn about new thmos 1 love to read The Bovcm C hildren because they are about L
.mysteries. Reading lets you meet new characters_everytlme you re_ad a» new book.b |
It’s fun to close the book and thihkabout.what the’ rhystel'-y is. My teacher did it.
It’s fun to see the nice plctures It’s good to leam about new bool\s Books could teach
_ younew stul’f every day. They ev en could teach you how to draw Books could eveh :
j ». mal\e. your 1ma0matxon run wxldb | | L ’ |
| 1 love to read because it could help me be a doctor When I wﬂl be a doctor Iv -
could help other people‘ just by readmo that book. Abraham meoln read a lot of books to”
leam a jOb' E\ eryone reads books because books could teach you a lot of thmos Books

- are the best. I really love books!

fam.y s fom Lo,

Mehmna 7z Ahvay

s



" WHY 1 LOVE TO READ
by

_ Basil Aquillan, 2nd grade

I like to read because it is exciting, or sa,d or like an adventure.‘ ’I like it when.it is. .

funn), hkejoke books I like hstemno too. It s kmd ofhappy sometimes. Ihke farry tales "

| 1 hke [he Sec;e/ Sho;l (’u/ and Iost and[ound Harn Potle/ and lots more boohs 1 love

Bill Peet books My favonte one is ngdmgd/ll)

My teacher lo»es to read That is some people s hobby. That is what she does

most of the time. Sometimes it is funny and it is interesting, too. My teacher prcks,the best

books ever! 1 like chapter books. Most books I read are chapter books and fa,.iry tales. -
Sometimes I make my own bookS»‘Some of them are fairy tales

I read books every day! When I get home I read for half-an- hour' My brother

loves to read a. lot too. Sometrmes  like to get into the book and I am the main character

Sometimes I close the 'book and think what will happen. When it is scary, I dream about it,

or ifit is a mystery or a fairy tale, but I am always the main character. Sometimes read

~ fact books about ammals science, and history.

~ Since I was little, my Mom and Dad read me books in Arabrc Books T like most

- are about the Pro'phets. They are about honesty, justice, don’t do bad thmgs, and don’t |

hurt people or animals. So that is why I love to read.”




~ WHY I LOVE TO READ
by

- Lily Barnard, 2nd gfade-- S

I love to READ because you learn stuff from nonfiction bool;s. Ilove “Thve Magic
Treeli'()use‘books Tl;elx’vfagic Treehouse series 'is good becaus'e the'stories aré'ﬁction, and
: they glve mformatton When somebody READS or )ou hsten toa book on tape it feels

‘hke you re one of the characters because you rein the conversatlon

T love to READ books over and over again. When you re teachtno someone you

are learnmo too. I love to READ because you can smk into the book and you could meet

the characters when you. use your 1ma01natton I love to READ because you learn and

' because if you want to be a sc1ence teacher you need to READ sc1ence books and take

_science classes.
I love to READ Jume B Jones b) Barbara Parks Tlove to READ because I learn
| from them Ilove to READ because when you take tests, you need to know most ofthe

words SO )ou can do good on the test. I love to READ because 1t helps me. I LOVE TO ‘

| ”;vREAD!‘




WHY I LOVE TO READ

~ Artiom Bychkov, 2nd grade

: I loye to read because itis fun and I learn.about hlstory buos machlnes and the -
um»erse“ I’ve read all”four ofthe Harry Potter books because I loye w12ardry Sometlmes
o there sa serres and they never end, lrl\e Pokemon. Those are my fayorxte books o
I can’t stop readrno at home because afterI start readlno a book 1 want to know
| what happens and then I read on and on. After I read a fe\y books, they come tooether in
; my mrnd When I sleep, I dream about them altooether Readmo makes me. feel relaxed -
When I start to read I fall bacl\ on the couch and go to halfsleeprno Sometrmes 1 get so
) 1nterested ina book I pretend I m one of the characters. I want to read all day| It makes .
me feel smart Some people think 1f they put a book under therr prllows they get smarter,
but that isn’t true. They have to read and 1fthey do that, the next day they came to school
or \\ork they start dorn0 a test, they don’t even know what they’re tall\Jno about

>

I learned to read by saying syllables one by one. Now 1 read words like ‘univ erse

and astronaut I learned lots ofthlnos from books IfI could I would read fora month

. and then take a week off, and then another month readrng,and a week off the same way.

Reading is a t'avorite thing in my life!
‘1£ ) -
I aml % /,3 %mm /an ou;

| Q_@ASLQL._@ /4i/‘ %LOW/L OA/ém/
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'WHY I'LOVE TO READ |
:’ by

- Luis Hernzindeﬁ 2nd grade |

1 lowe to read because it is fun 1 hl\e chapter bOOx\S the best. Sometrmcs \\hen 1
read, I feel like I’ m <mkmo‘m the book< Tlike'to read big, fat ones or <kmn) ones W‘nen
my little brorher sees me wrth a book‘ he gets a book 100. He wpresl,whateyer I dd widr a

- onk’. That helps him‘leam toread and he’s pnly-two years old! whéﬁr’ read, sqmet:'rrhe‘s‘I '
- don’t have two of the same' books. ‘My brother lakes ‘_rny_"vbook a_nd T have to get arrdrlrer. I |
like ro read.Goosclmmp.s", Hc'{rf)f Pollér. and Pdkeﬁforﬂ | | . |

The books I like the bnqr tell true rhm,k, like hor.v do you p'uild av‘puriv'ldiné or a
“train. Ii have leamed cool thmus ’rro*n books about the um\ erse, science; the ea—th‘ and
dinosaurs.'Youv can even learn where to find bone'svfrbm t'he Cretd’c;eous end J _ur}assic, -

- periods. | -

Thn first word I.le‘arned‘to read -was‘ ‘because.’ The _ﬁrst p’ook I»read'in my ﬁr'st
grade class was I am a Boolkw orm. Some w eeks aherl read that booL my ﬁrstvqrade -
‘teacher said 1 was a bookworm. My seeund grade lcaeller sard lhal lvo me, too. |

1 kne\\ abouvt news when 1 read the new spaper I learn about thmus that happen n
the world. When | read, | feel like 1 am the main character! | even dream a‘vout the book

The best thing I like about reading is writing my own stories.

AN

| M}/ , ‘FOJM‘ ;L | is Qﬁ"@fﬁ : Sparh and mfe:M!ch‘

lwis Her nandes



. WHYILOVETOREAD .
by

'C‘onnie;,Hua,-Z,nd grade

| Ilove to read because I can learn rnore thinés from the books. And iu'he’n I rea‘d t |

»more I can get very smart. I love to. read because I can know more words I go to the . ’

| hbrary every Monday aﬂer school too. My Dad prcks me up and then he takes me to the‘ :
- | hbrary near the school. We return all the books and vrdeos I got Carl Goes Shoppmg
| _' | from the hbrary I lrke how cute the puppy was and how the story was SO funny E\ ery

o time I read I thmk that I am in-the book and I lrke that It is good to read

and

My tamily s fmm china

Cambod; s CC?%?

//’uwz
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WHY I LOVE TO READ -
by

* Petko Iligv',znd‘gra‘de ‘

' One ofmy favorite things to do is'reéding. Books a_revcool and [ like to read books

because 1 can get smart and learn interesting stories about the world. You cén“lvea'm how
~ they make stories. I started to like reading when my Mom was reading me stories. When

my MQ'm'read‘me bodks, I wanted to start trying to read by myself, béCause my Mo_m

* didn’t have much time to read stories to'me. If you don’t know how to read, justgeta =

: ‘book and practlce very day.
My ﬁrst grade teacher taught mé how to read in EnOhSh I was »er) liabby wheﬁ I
' Iearned how to read in EnOIlsh I like to read sc1en§é bool\s My first science books were
" the/ Wobnderb Why series. 1 learned a lot of things from those_books.- You can ﬁ_nd fossil

bones from books and other kinds of interesting stories about dinosaurs. When I read a

story, I féel_ like 'm in the_ story. I learned how spacé ships blast off and othe;'kin‘c’1$ of fun -

: ‘things. Reading is very fun.

4



WHY I LOVE TO READ

~ James Perkins, 2nd grade o

I love to read _because you’ll get.smart'er._and le‘arn ne\y' things. When_y.ou_’re
readino it oets yOu. more'a'dvanced 1ibke. when you r'ead the samé book more ,than-‘on_exti'mef“ o 'l
You practlce the same words and you know them better. In my classroom we’re ‘studymo
about caterplllars and butterﬂles and I leamed four things about them from the book |

They are the egg, the caterplllar the chrysahs and then the butterﬂy The caterptllar eats

the egg and the butterﬂy eats the chrysalis.

AR

Readmo is hke maoxc I read when I’m bored because I feel'so oood I like readlno
mystery books and when [ do I hke it so much 1 don 't want to stop because it’s coolb and
fun My favonte book is Honlble Harry because it is like: a mystery when you re trying to |
t’md out somethmg. | | . |

My tea‘c-her makes me read all the time, 'but I like read'inc. v‘Sometimes‘I read with

kids in my class. I also have a reading buddy, and I ha\e somethmo at my school called

“Web Readlno ” There are thxrty one web books we can check out, but only one ata time. ,

A S

“We put the’m in our backpacks and take them when you go home at the end of the day. )

We read for fifteen mlnutes or 1onoer and the next morn1ng we take them back After the

' whole weekend, we get to go out for free PE if we do all our reading for four days. That’s

why I 1ove to read.

Mﬁl‘ﬂm:&c} Z(gm m Cal ﬁ’%a?h ‘e Jam o Per@%

Ctél



WHY [ LOVE TO READ
- by

~ Jairo VaSque_z, 2nd grade

Tlike to read because books'have‘actiOn. In The Cat in {he Hat itis winter. T»here ’

were two krds and they had shovels. They were outsrde plcl\mo up the SNOW and then they

 came bacl\ in the house and then the cat in the hat came He had fun but the klds thou0ht

th.ey would get in trouble 1Ftherr Mom sees the house IS & mess. Then when he ﬁmshed ‘ L

having some ofvltifs fun,'he’br'ings' in a big box. He opened it and there came'the thing that

*has number one and number two. They were making the house a mess. This book keeps -

. me interested to read more.

T remember the first book my brother let me borrow was Kazamm. It fook me five -
'mcnths to ﬁnish it It was-a big, 'fatchapter book. My brother would let me bc‘rricw more
bool\s after fxmshed the bool\s he gave me, but ﬁrst he reads the bool\s

I hke books to read hke Chr ISIOphe’I Pike books. They re spool\snlle Some of

' them are hl\e creepy and some have one or tWOJokes in them It’s fun to hear funny
: thmos They mal\e me really happy and they are really fun I also hl\e bool\s to read

- because they teach me thmos I practrce readmg so I can read longer books I loxe to read(: -

Joke books but 1 read anything as lono as 1 can read.

Mu Wﬁa*mj; ‘ S tmm \:L SO\ \/QLC[ﬁr
.J

5 Tﬁt ro Vo Sgu es
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WHY I LOVE TO READ -
by

Azim Zadran, 2nd grade -

I love reading b'e,cause it is fun. When I read, I feel like I am inside the book

' play'ino'\V'ith the characters and helpino them in their stor’y. When you. have nothing to do- v

orare bored to death you can read a book and all ofa sudden you are in another world

When I read my head tums and blurs wrth all the pictures I see. \\hen 1 read the ”

W ords I am only eroht years old and 1 feel hke I have helped Peter Pan and Captarn .

Underpants fight the bad guys and even feel hl\e 1 helped Junre B Jones style ha1r because -
I was becoming-a barber-guy.

I have one problem when I read Ican t stop until I’'m finished the book I am -

: telhn<7 the truth books are hke maonets My eyes are stuck to the book unt11 I finish it.

When I finished the book and know what happens to ev erybody, I feel hke the king of the

‘ world Sometrmes I feel sad when the book finishes. [ am 01ad that most books ha»e more

hEY

than one part in them, hke Yhe Boxcar Klds

1 lo»e to read because it takes all the bad stuff aw a) for a whr]e like all the krllmos .
and the wars. In books Ivam free, no one to tell me'I c_an 't do this or that. Ik.can ﬂy_“ and I

can fight a monster 'under.:the bed. I can do anything when I read. .

J




July 30,2001

iJ'uliaAD'acyv. o

o Dear Julia* f
v - Your father was kind enough to send me a beautlful plcture of you and
R “acopyof what you told your teacher about why you wanted me to be -
: T ':Premdent ['was pleased to learn of your support and frlendsh1p

family:

- “;"_Slncerely, j»

GFOR(‘EW BL’W

S "GeorgeW Bush

: -GWB/NT/BW/Iynn (Corres #2179125)
. j(7.dacy Juha)

é »Enclosures GWB Ba.mey,&Spot photos .

010801

- : ‘ . Mrs. Bush Joms me in sendmg our wamlest w15hes to you and your o




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Tuly 30, 2001

Julia'Dacv' , R S S

(b)(8)

" ‘Dear 'Juli‘a'
- Your father was klnd enough to send me a beautlful p1cture of you and
a copy. of what you told your teacher about Yg§ why you wanted me to.

be President. I was pleased to learn of you pport and fnendsh1p

Mrs. Bush joins me in sendmg our warmest ‘wishes to you and your -
o family. : :

Sincerely,

George W. Bush




- ~July 24, 2001

~ Julia Dacv_

“‘Dear Juliai

Your father was kind enough to send me. a beautlful plcture of you

. and a copy. of what you told your teacher about wmy why you wanted

| eased feorm of G oan
_me to.be Pres1dent I was , i

supnortiand friendship;

‘Mrs Bush joins me in sendlng our warmest w1shes to you and yourj:f'

’-famlly _ch:ﬁﬂzﬁnhﬁﬁmx.

Sincerely,

© . GWB

.°'N0té5'Piease7return,Ptho-andfessay”peryMr,-DaoYTu“

. CceC: Jill Angelo .
o “Jane Cook

AT ‘
[DEJ Sares,'cﬁfaiidiré;hjrgﬁlwkxj‘,
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'ABC News o :7 -

Dear J ili

Thank you so much for doing thrs I honestly beheve it will be a. great thmg for our daughter who,
I must say, was awful forglvmg and understanding of my absence last year.

The story behind the “essay” is that wh11e we were all hunkered down in Austin last December her
daycare teachers were talking about.the election. So 4 -year old Julia brought in these pictures from when
she visited us at.a stop in Joliet Illinois and dlctated the paper to her teacher who wrote it down verbatim I
am told ' ‘

I knew nothing of it until a few weeks ago when she was cleaning out her little folder at the school
as she is now moving on to kindergarten. I asked the teachers who related the anecdote to Kathy and me,
Just seeing all'we did through the eyes of a 4-year-old cements everythmg good about life. And, you know,
their observations are the most honest. Knowing that my daughter was so in-tune with what I was doing last

: year makes every night away Worth wh11e :

Hope all is well with you.

ABC Television Network 190 North State Street ChiCago IL-60601-3379 (312) 899-4015









' Bradford Black - B ,
C(bye) DT o |

| Dear'Bradford:: S

- ;?Thank you for takmg the tlme from your summer act1v1t1es to wrlte and
, to tell me about your many 1nterests I hope that you enJoy your two -
' wccks at Camp Bluc Rldge R s

_ Mrs Bush and I were happy to leam that like u us, you spend your
‘ lelsure tlme readmg We send our best wxshes to you and your fanuly

' Sin'cerely, .

GEORGE W B! GHA

B Georgc W Bush

- GWB/BW/de (Corres #2178301)
(7.black. doc) |

/ Nancy Thexs 597 EEOB

jﬁclosure: GWB Color _thho



~ #2178301
July 24, 2001

* Bradford Black
OIS

o Dear Bradford ';

‘ Thank you for takmg the time from your summer activities to wrlte == et
your many. interests. I hope that you enj oy your two weeks at Camp Blue Rldge ,

Mrs Bush and I were happy to learn that hke us, you spend your le1sure tlme readmg We send |
our best wishes to you and your farmly L : :

Sincerely,

GWB .

"BW___ NAT




(b)) .

Juse 2, 20O\

Dear Presideat Buch,

1‘13 aame i€ ’Brac\ford“ T om 12 Sears' o\d and ‘50"“5 to the .
c.evenih grade. ty fatner ic an Admiral in the navy. He cays we wad \unch ‘
Sith you ot Comp David. I wae invited to 9o to Coamp David but T dec.‘c\ed'
to c£03 Q\{h ~y mother inctead. P‘ls father's name ic ‘Barr:j - P13
mother ¢ a houce moiher working on a doctorate. I wave two: broihers
One of them i going into his frechman Sear oi' Oaokwood College. College
to me'ic a very important part ol ~§3 education. T would like to- ‘go‘ io*v'
Harvard, Yale, Cambridge, or Oxford. T plan to become: a \a\aser whena X
am older.. Legiclative \aork C?arhcu\orls criminal o) and - yolitice s‘our\d Ver‘\j

interesting to me. T sould ke to help people make the right decigions in.

Wfe. T would alco like to go into ‘aeronautical work. Space and- the id‘\ir-_hlds

a\‘aass fascinated me. But the best above all twoce wonderful careere twat

X \aou\d like io pursue ie ac‘.im%

COMMUY\\SM disturbe me. T bekeve ihai veovle c.or\iro\\ec\ under i\ne
COmmunict - %ovemmen{ do wot wave age much Freedom ae ?eov\e under the

American form of governmeant. Last year T wac in Torosto, Car\oda for ihe

General C.onference for the Sever\i\n-bas Hdver\i\si Churc_h T vad ihe o
o??oriur\.is to meet with kids from all orour\c\ twe wor\d x reo\\3 en\)osed
twat. P13 ?orenig are Aemocraig ond ihes are very lberal. ihmk 3°u are

trying your best but et I wave a lot to leara about being '?res@eag ol the
United States Or America. :

Some 6L m ~y nobbies are c.o\\ec.img ’Beame ’Bab\eg, readmg, \ar\*.\r\%,

,\.gtemr\% to music, exploring, traveling, chess, omd raqueibau L live on the .

Qoshmgion l\lavs Yard, not Lar from the White douce. Tt has a \o£ of i
mteresimg ~USEUmME and porke. T took one of the anate tours. of i\ne .' .
White House, and your office ic very aeat from my “standpoint. &Jou musi
keep it very clean. T would like to be the first black ?reg‘der\k bu£ Co\m

- Pouwell could beat me to tne ?r\\f\\e%e P13 favon{e c.o\Org are . 3reer\ omc\



blue a¢ you can cee, and MSV-CGVOT"\{‘.Q Car\d‘\j ie Twix. Living in the District of °

Columbia i fua and interecting, My e-mail address ic ey and

Yy ?bone aumber €| - (b)6) } I feel very ?rM\eged to hve on l-.he

Navg ‘:Jard ﬂg favorite ceocon ic \b‘ml:er I would \)usl-. \Ke l*.o ga:j l-.hal:

think Lormer ?rGC\Aer\{‘. Fromk\m be\ano Roosevelt woc one of l-.he becl‘.

‘ Preg\c\ev\l:g that ever \\ved

T love to read very much, ’?\%hk NOW . I_M readmg l:hree bookc ak

once, T\neS are cedwall, Llar-ry ’Paééer- and the Goblet of ﬁre, omd Dave aé

M.9h£ think oll three are very interecting, T'm l‘.hmkm% aboul: \eormn% how L
to play tne violin. T Kkaow it will be a. b‘g co.-nml:mer\t bul-. be\-eve-v‘\'_amg'“'

k‘-éa&:’. Thic Summer I am Qoing to C,Gm? ’B\ue ’?\dc})e for l:\.'so weekc; It a’_‘»,

nice oasie hidden deep in tne Blue ’?dge mouataine, Well, ‘_\'_ woulda’l l-. \oom{ to
waste your time, becauce I know You are a very bu65 man. So T "o go\r\g

to leave nOW. ?\eage write bac.K L ‘you can.

Your Fr'\er\d,

Bradlord C. T 06) |




‘, | 4/%/7/5
. July 2‘7:,'1'2"001 -

Isébe_lla Osoars_s,on "
- Sebastian Oscarsson.

(b)(6).

De."ar»‘ISabel'la a.nd Sebdstidn' -

" Thank you for wntmg I am always pleased to hear from students o
o 11v1ng in other countnes : ' :

I hope you enjoyed your visit to our Natlon s capital, Washmgton D. C; S
1 encourage you to continue to study hard in school. By leammg all
e you can, you w1ll be prepared to become a leader in your commumty

Mrs Bush Joms me in sendmg our best wrshes

'~»Sm_Cerely, L

GEOR(JE W B SHA

George w. Bush ,

GWB/BW/de (Corres #2178 163)
(7 oscarsson doc)

| /c Nancy Theis, 597 EEOB

| «}ﬁoloshre: ‘GWB Color Litho o




\‘

Dear: My President!

My brother _ovd I e e

i —Washingion DC.. fol—a twa. ..
weet o\ SH. . We Weonldl

S J ktw.u_.,,.,_. to. b/.ﬁﬁ you a.
| 9»’66@“@,,.“.» A |

e dfvom. oar. .

o School, ]

(b)(6)

__Best wishes,
léafx//a Oscarssa 2 ‘/ th gmdc

. Debqstzcmwas cawtlor é_ “h gvade
‘/G and 12 Years




#2178163

o July24,2001 -

( Isabélla Q_scarsson

R0

Dear Isabella and Sebastian,

Do e alfvgys pleased to hear from students living in other countries. o . , ' ~w~.~0."l‘° % :
.1 hope you enjoyed yﬁur visit to-our Nation’s capital, Washington D.C. f ? Nf‘ Com ‘ |

Mrs éIUSh‘j‘biné.me in Sénding OVl/lr best wishes. oA
k..Sincere_ly, o L

.:vEn_c'l,OSIﬁ're: ‘Ofﬁciall GWB Photo

'BW.___NAT_
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