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The Land - - Geography and Cl i mate 

Everybody knows that Africa is an enormous continent, and everyone knows it is backward .' But till you've been there, it's difficult to imagine just how large it is, and what back\vurdness in o.ct ion looks like. If you have any ideos of Afr ica being one big jungle steaming with lions, snakes and i nsects , get rid of them. You're going .int o a part of Africa whicp is hot , no one can deny that , and which hos' some jungle, to se.y nothi ng of lions and insects , but most of what you ' re going to see will be stretches of sand , bare hills and gullies , and open plain~ with t r ees . This is Eas t Africa , the part that hooks up under the Arabinn peninsu la, and bp to f i fty years ago its chief distinction was the fact that it was a world centre of the s l ave trade . The l and as a whole was poor , stony, and dr y; agricul ture broke a !uan ' s back , and the country behind it, the unkno\4m centre of Africa , was too primitive to make trading worth anyth i ng . Its most i mpor tant exi)ort was people . 

The particular part of East Afri ca you ' re goi ng t o is called Eritrea . This name is just political , because there is not hi ng to mark it off from the great Abyssinian highland, which slopes gradually down to the Red Sea . The chief cit ies in this part are Massawa and Asmara . Ma ssawn is hot , ve ry hot , and fla t . I t lies on a strip of dry , sandy land nlong the coast, and at Uassa\'lu itself t his sandy strip i s seventeen mi le$ Vlide . It gets wider towards t he south0 in­creas ing to about 250 miles . The t empera ture averages about 86 all ye~r round , which means that it hits some very high peaks . There or en ' t mor e than 20 days of regular ra i n all year round , all of i t in the winter "rainy season" . Asmarn. is much better off from this point of view. It ' s loca t ed i n r\ very high pa r t of the country, about 8500 feet up , nnd has a regulnr r a iny season in summer , and a f a irl y com­fortable climate , -- dry windy and temperate most of the time . Its maximum temperature is s6° , but in wint er it gets as low as freezing point . It rains there about 59 days a yoar . 
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There a.r e big modern sectio1;s i n Asmar o. nnd Mussawa . You ' 11 
fi.nd a Governor ' s palnce, hospi taJ.s 1 courthol4ses, a theater , hotels, 
and so on . There nre mc.ny £~1rope{ln houses, mostly villas with ver­
-indas and be.loonies . The native saction is separate from the Euro­
pean quarter , and isn ' t much but some little thatched huts. 

The biggest section of the countr y l ies to th~ north, and is 
mil.de up of narrow, pn r ullcl noun t o.in cha ins ca.llt:d roras . The countr;, 
west of Asmn.rn is fairly flat and low. The pl'.lins are never higher 
than 3,000 feet . There are n few active volcanoes in the southern 
part (but Some distance UWO.y fro::i r'liaSS!lWil ) O.Ild there h-3.VC been SOme 
earthquakes . But there 's no point worrying about them; they don 't 
happen often and if they do, they just hs.ppen . They ' re not very bad anyv1ay . · ' 

Agriculture, such as it is , is the roost i mportant thing in 
Eritrea . The Itnlians were trying to build up smnc industries , but 
they nev.-~r g()t , furthGr thetn a few municipal developments in Asmar a 
11nd Mas sawn , such as electric plurits, cement factories and t anneries . 
There ar c a 1-ot of eo.ttlu i n the country, nnci a lot of sheep and 
gents , as well as some camels . Th6y grow a good many cereals , some 
cotto!l (in th:: irrigated plains \'!0St of Asmnro.) , r:nd a li ttlc coffee. 
They have some rninos ;ilso , f or iron , meng::lnose, lend , and espec i ally 
gold, in which Eri troa t ·lkes sixth place in Africa . 

There ' s a f dir share of big gamu in Eri trea , outside the cit ­
ies . Th0rc arc lions , l<iol)ards chcetuhs ( :.t ki nd of s l ender leopard 
with feet like a dog ' s) , hyenas : jackals, civets, giraffes, antelopes 
and so on . A· lot of ele~hants h~va boon killed off , so tho r est are 
now kept on resorv~tions. Th0 re aro al l sorts of birds , and a lot of 
crocodiles and pythons in the r iver valleys of tho interior . 
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The People -- Races a nd Lc.nguagcs 

Most of Afric~ is pretty well kno1.•!n by now , so if calling it 
the Do.r k Continent has any s en st: i t can onl y have something to do 
wi t h the skins of t he peoplo . The sk i n of practic~lly everyone in 
Eas t Africa is very da rk, Rn d ~t f irst t hey may all look ver y much 
al ike to you . But o.sid0 f r om their skins they ' r e verY, diffe r ent f rom 
each ot her i n other ways. Don ' t m'.l.1-::e the mistnke of l umping all t he 
peopl e together in one bunch ca lled "N'.ltivos". The differences amona 
t he people arc importa.nt t o t hems elvus, and. after you ' ve boon ther e 
a whi l e wi l l bv to you tco . . ' 

You 'll find every sort of f' :=.i.ce among t hese da rk-sk i nned peopl( 
f a ces that l ook like our ov1n Negroes , fac (~S that wi l l r emind you of 
Jews , f a ces with thin , r egul s r feat ur es. Even t he color wi ll vary 
from a l i ght t an to very da rk chocola te and a l mos t bl a ck . 

For many centuries East Afr ica hns been a melting- pot for a ll 
sorts of peopl e ; in comparison , our ovm melting-pot s e ems ve r y l imit1 
'I'he reason there are s o many dar lc- s kinned people with European feat­
ures is that there ha ve been :!lany .mi gr ations from the nor th and nortl' 
east, especial l y Egypt '.ind Ara bia . These pe ople kept pressing i nto 
onst0rn a nd nor thern Africa century aft er century, i nter marrying wit ) 
the darker pe opl es , staying a while , thon being pushod f urt her s out h 
by new wuves of immigrant s. The r e sul t i s tha t you can s ee all sor t : 
of f aces, and hear many diffcr0nt languages . The nnme of Abyssinia 
i tself i s t o.ken from an Ar abic word mea nin5 "mixed". 

lv!ost of the peon le i n Eritrea are Abyss i nians , who we r o Ar nbir 
immi gr ants a long time~ ago , and since then have minglGd 1,vith the dn.r i 

• 
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er peopl es in the regi on. These Abyssinians general ly speuk a l ang­
ua ge called Tigre, and sometimes a related l anguage ca lled Tigrina . 
The Abyssinians in Abyssinia speak Tigre, t oo , but also another re ­
lated language called Amharic . These languages a re all V1ritten in 
the same script , called the Ethiopic script . Ethiopia is the ancient 
name of Abyssinia ::tnd is st ill sometimes used . The li terat1,/.re in 
these l anguages doesn ' t amount t o much as the Abyssinians have only 
been writing them for fifty years . Be'rorE; that t hey used to write in 
a l anguage which has been dead for a long tLme , called Ethiopic , from 
which both Alllharic and Tigre and Ti grina are descended , in much the 
s aJnc way that Ita lian and Spt1:nisr ar e descended from Latin . Ethiopic 
has mostly been used for r el:gious purposes . 

In addition to t hose l anguages , you ' re likely t o l1eor a good 
deal of Arab i c spoken . Ther e ar e some settlements of Arabs a l ong the 
coast , and a smnll community of merci1c.nt s in Asmara :tnd Uasso.wa . 
But Ar abic, which has an old and very rich literat ure , arrd is spoken 
ove r vast territories throughout Nor th Africe and t he Near E.'.lst, is 
used by a lot of people beside Ar abs a s a common tongue . Arabic is 
also the langu<.:tge generally used for v;ri ting by Muhauunadl'\ns , or 
Musl i ms . Since the majority of the p~oplc in Eritrea are Musl i ms, 
Arabic is mor e import ant t han you'd think from the a ctual size of the 
Ar ab communities . · 

There arc about 600 , 000 people i n Eritrea , of whicn 450 , 000 
speak Tigre . There ar e about 6 ,000 Arabs , most l y concentra t ed i n 
Asmar a and Massawa, where they are merchants . Asmara and the vi l l ager 
around it have ~ population of about 15,000 natives und 3,500 Euro­
peans ; and Ala ssawa , and its sur rounding villages , about 11,000 , the 
city itself having a little mor e than J ,500 nat ive inhabitants and 
about 700 Eur opeans . 
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Relig i ons 

Aside from the laneuages , the most i1~1portant di visions among 
the inhabitants of Eritrc~ a rc based on r eligion . You may be sur­
prised to hear thnt more than n third of tho population is Christian, 
~nd has been so for many centuri~s. Their Church, which is called 
Coptic (a corruption of' a Greek word f'or Egypt) is one of the oldest 
known . It diffc;,rs on a number of points frcm the Romc.n Cathol ic 
Church, and of course from Protestantism, but these differences are 
not so noticeabla ~s are tho differences in habi ts of living between 
them end European Cathol ics. There is a good deal more superst ition 
in tho Coptic comn:uni ties, und practices which s0.:m more at home i n 
(1.fric::t than in Europe . A majority of the: inhabitants , considerably 
;nor1.:: than half , are Muslims or Muhrunmndans , belonging to the religion 
generally ca lled Islam or !luh:unmadanism. There are also about 30, 000 
Roman Catholics and 3,000 Protestants . 

Islrun is~ religion that arose in tho seventh cantury A. D. , 
founded by an Arab n::u:icd Muhu.'1Un.'."'.d , and carri c,d over an enormous ar ea 
i n a shor t space of t i me by the Arabs , and l~ter by Persians and 
Turke . There ~ro about 260 million Muslims in the v1orld . The most 
i mportant thing to r emember is that they regard Muht.Unmnd ns a divinely 
inspired prophet, f\nd h'.lve mi:tny special religious pr:'.cticos, some of 
which ·are like those of t:ic Jews , such a s not eating pork . Be careful 
not to offend either Muslims or Copts. People e.ro l ikely to be 
touchy about tho way their r e ligion is trea ted by outsiders . 

Tho following Q.rc e 0n10 of the beliefs of the Coptic Church: 

1 . It donius thnt tho Holy Ghost emanates from the Son as 
woll '.l s the FAthor . 

2 . It donies that tho will of tho Father is different from 
the will of the Son . (This is knovm as tho Monophysite doctrine) . 
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3. It r:iainto.ins that t he soul is creat ed f r om t he souls of 
tho pnrents in the a ct of generation . 

4 , It deni es that t here is a Pur gatory . 

5. It does not admit the rites of confirmation and of Extreme 
Unction . 

The following ure the chief charact eristics of Islam: 

God". 
1 . "Thero is no god but God , and IAuhammad has been sent by 

2 . God 's de cisions cannot be alter ed . 

3, Good ane bad deeds o,r G rewarded or punished a t the moment 
of the be l iever's donth;· when two angels descend from heaven and 
judge his life . Paradise rewards t hoso chosen f or i t with all the 
good things of the e~rth. 

4. A public prayer must be m~dc five time s a day ( after first 
wa shing tho bands, f ee t and f a ce ) a lways f ncing Mecca , the sacred 
city of Islam. · 

5, Public prny er s in assembly every Friday . 

6 . Almsgiving . 

?. The rCJ ading of the Kurnn, tho Bible of I slam, which is the 
basis of religious and civil lifo . 

8 . Fastine; every Ram1.1dun (a Mus lim month) from sunrise to sunset . 
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9 . A pilgrimage tl' Mecca nt least once in a lifetime . 
10 . It i s forbidden to drink wino , to eat t he flesh of unclean animals, and to gamble . 

11 . Circumcision is required for every boy between the ages of seven and eit;ht. 

12. f, Muslim is permitted to have a maximum of f our wi ves. 
Of course there arc ~~ny nod i fications of thos0 principles in different parts of tho Muslim world , und thore a r e a number of sects . Al so , especiall y in East Africa, m"lny of tho i1uslims o.r e I'!lOr c l ax than elsewher e . But as mentioned a.bovo , it is a lways wise to steer clear of arguing such ticklish matters as re l igion 3.nd custom in strange parts of the world . 

In general , you must not think of the inha bi t ::ints of East Afri ca as being p·rimit i ve , .evan though they m::i.y strike you as being inferior from the point of view of educat i on ~nd customs anc so on . Thoy have a very long history and very old trnditions, a nd are very proud. 

Hints on Behavior 

Before leaving the United States , be innoculated for typhoid and vaccinat ed aga inst small-pox. Be extremely careful about exposing yourself to infection when you get to Africa . Your system is not accustomed to th~ differ ent conditions, aad things t hat won ' t bother an African may kill you . 

.. 
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Take a fin0-mosh mosquito or s.lnC::.- fly not . Mosq_uitocs curry malaria , w11ich you al· .. nys hnv1;; to watch out f or, D.!ld sond-flies ca r ry sand- fly f ever , •l thr.::e -day jag which may l cavo you o.s woa k as wnt er ond easy :prey for oth0r diseases . Q.uinine vrill help mc.13.ria . Carry u bottle of 100 five- grain t ablot!:: with you and keep it full . The only cure for sand- fly feve r is t i rua . 

wo.t er . 
wat er, 

Unl.i!>s y ou 1 r e specifically told otherwi se , dririk only boi l ed There nro a queducts in An:nara nnd 1.1assftwn which bring in fresh but you !'.'lust always be especia lly c::trcful in tropica l countries. 
Beware of anything r c.w . Always boil mi l lc . PrRctica lly every­thing you eat or drink is likely to be carrying tropical pa r asites .vour body isn 1 t a ccustomed t o . If you eo.t ra\~ veg0tabl0s or fruits, t' irst wa sh them thoroughly yourse l1' in a solution of pot ass ium por­:110.ng..'lnat e , then rinse them in boiled wate r b::foro eating. Dysentery ·.ind cholera must be ;.•o.tchod out for . They a re both highly dengorous :l isoasos . 

Typhus i s carrierl by body lice; so s leep on your own bed ' and keep it as far off the ground as possible . Be care1ul ar ound· public places , where flco.s , bedbugs , '1nd lice are apt t o be . 

Dri :ik as 
whi£ky 11nd gin . 
t ropics . 

little alcohol ~s po~siblc , nnd try to keep clenr of Alcohol ma y hov~ ~cry bad offsets on you i n tho 

. . 
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Ther o i s a good deal of syphilis and other venereal diseases about , ancl. medi cal control may be i nadeq\lat e . So be caref ul. 

The gl a r e or t he sun , especial ly in hiassawa , i s ver y str ong , and ~rou wiJ 1 have t o pr ot ect your eyes. Ge t good sun- glasses , und tal<e along an oxtr~ pa i r . Whi l e l'/orki ng you can wear shor t s , but have s ome l ong t rouser s f or t he evenings t o pr ot ect your l egs f rom mosqui toes and sand- fl i es . Ta ke ·a l ong pl enty of shor t - s l eeved shirt s. 'l'a.ke a l ong woolen cl ot hes , a l so , and war .n blankets , for the cold wi nte r evenings a nd ni ght s . Sanda l s a r e bett er t han rubber shoes for t he cl imate . I n Asmar a you may need r ubber s f or t he wet seAson in wi nter . All you need in t he \"tinter fo~ oute r wear, is a l ight topcoat ~nd n light r a i ncoat . Ta ke a l ong a light sweater a l so. , 
I 

As for r ecreation 1 you wi l i havo t o pr ovide it your self . Cards checker s , chess , etc. , c~n all bo t e.keh a l ong . I f you f~el like go­ine hunt ing , t her e is a lot of go.Re out side t ho ci t i es, especial ly Asmar a. 

You must lca.rn ho\; to sho::i. Bar gai ning i s an ar t you must learn as quickly os rioss i bl e i f you don ' t wi sh t o bo cheatad a l l the t ime . ~.1erchants will a l most a l v:<tys ask f or much mor e than they will t ake , depending on hO\'I' groon you look t o th~im. Pr 0t ond you ar e not pa r ti cul a rly i ntor est cd in t hu thing you wnnt to buy ; the l e s s inter­ested you ap9ear , tho qui cker ~!~ .: pr ico will drop . :9ar gr.iining is just a gamo : don ' t shout or l ose y0ur t ;impor . 

Er i t r ou f ormerly used It.':',l i an money , and tho British ha ve doubtl ess brought a l one th::ir own . The Li r a i s t he basis of Italian cur rency . Ea.ch Lira i s Qivid~d into 100 ccntosimi (pr onouncod chont­ayzeomco ). The Pound is t ho bus i s of British curr ency . Each pound has 20 si1i l l in~s , and 0t1ch shi l ~.ing hus t wu l vu pence . Here a r c some approxL11a t0 values t ha t m~y be u~cful : 

• 
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!L:.f..:.!:.. frtt!~h 1tal13n 

~5 ;, 22 .~uuns• 85 Lira 
l 5 obilllngo 18 Lirn 24 ccnta l ob1U1ng 4 Lirn 
5 con ta twopvnco halr-ponny l Llr:t 

(pronouncod tuppence 
ti.11.yponny) 

contoait.1 2 cent• l po!Ul1 1.0 
1 cent l b•lr-P"r.ti.Y 20 contoain1 

Or Cour!JO tbo .,_..,.r has upaut. thin~a e good doal , "Ind you "i'ill 
h1V<J t lc!irn thci ox11.ct valu.J or : ... "llorio"ln m.onoy on thLI apot . 

In nddltion t.o t.hoao ottlc1al currenc1os , a. groat do"ll of ua\1 
ism. d ot \\•hnt 1& c1ltod thll 11:~0.ri~ Thlrcsa dolll\r" , which is som:;i­
wh t lorg\,r th:in on" ot our old-f" thionod sil•1vr dolla.ra . It is \'lortb 1bol;t. LO cent . 

a~ ~xtro.::.~ly c,r~f\Jl nbout nyo~~ who orr~r• 1 
oxch~nrtng your ao~~y . 

'"barge 1na"' in 

Ono r..::'" ::on 1.h'\t f'ICl8t. Qf' t.h n11t1vus will prob.,bly try to 
chf.Jnt. you in chunstr.e your rn~noy, ito w..,11 ao in uolling you th1nga , 
ta that thoy co11s1der ntl At:.eric:11..1s V1Jry rich : you n~t1.y ov"n bu aekod 
\\hcthor lt is tl"U:.; t:hl\t Anerlc·ln etr\J ,t:s ar.J !>Q.V\.•d w1tb eold . So bo 
C•.l.r,1tul l!l all 4'1'!..i.int•i. t1lt?'-. the:., but 1'! ls w1a ... not to t .. Jcc bu1ng 
chc tod too per-~~,117, :inc l:. tac•~ p r!S a ~t ~ualr.ces de~l lo 
t~k·n ~ a ::Utter of OU~3@ . 

Poli•!s'l Cond1ti?1 

Th12 l tal1t\n8 took ?10fl!l ... as1on or :.i::1asa.wn i n 16ff5 . They oetab .. 
llohot'\ th..i Colony or F:r1tr ca ir. lSQl I t\;'ld tl'!:vn in 19)7, •\!' tor thoy 

• • 



conquered Abyssinio. , they uni toe~ t~1e coloni e s of Eritrea, Italian Somaliland (on the south0rn sidi..: of tho E::lst African 'hook ') and Abyssinia into one colony Cl".11..)d Itul i<:>.n Enst Africa or the Empire of Ethiopia , in which Eri trua '.''\S mcr0ly one province (in Italian: Governo) . The Ital inr. gcvernr'.l .... nt tric::d to built: u ;) c. grc~t colony of Italian work0rs and f a r;:i.or s i n t r10 ir new Empir0 , so that \•;he n t he Bri tis,h conquered i t l ast yec..r tl:cro were :noro than 50, 000. Italian civilians in the region . It is now undor British milit::i.ry rule . 
• 

Reading Hints 

In ca se you get i ntorest 0c1 in the country or tho people , you might havo n l ook at sor.;.c of thv boolcs listed bolow . Fot' 1111 :pr.<J.c ­tic~l purposes Eritreu may be ccnsid0red as a pnrt of Abyssinia : 

"Savage Abyssinia" by J.E. Baum (1927) . 
" Abyssinia on the Ev(;" by Ladislas Farago (1935). "A HistorT of Abys sini a" by A.H. t:i . Jones nncl El i za.both ( 1935 
"War over Ethiopia" by w. J . Mukin ( 1935) . 
"Ey e -WitnC;ss in Abvssini1l" by H. Hat.t hews (19J7 ) . 

Monroo 
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HOW TO ;GIB? ALIVE IN 'l'IIE PERSIAN GULF 

The Persian Gul f is one of the v>orld ' s least known regi ons . On a line almost 2,000 miles long runni ng from I ndio. to Egypt , this region is the ·only place whero SU}.)plios in l:;.rge quantities 
can be trnns- shippec to Russia so it has become an Alliec f r ont . 
As o. ship snils northwar d for 600 miles, it l)asses betnoen Iran 
(Persia) on the east and. .Arabia on the wes.t . · 

Political Diyisions 

At the head. of the Gulf several countries co:no tof,ether : 
Iran (Peroia ) on the ea.st , · Irnq (;·:le.sopot ania ) on tho north , and various Arab states to the west . All aro now under the corttrol 
of the British. s: l 1 i 1 l 11 1l t 1 P 1 ti rrlzs ax ~ 'I''' 1_1 1111.e"t• 

Geography 

The head of the Gulf i s 11L:1ost on a line '.'.'i th the . southern ti:> of Florida. . Three large rivers flow into it -- the Tigris and Euphrates, which join at the city of Basra anC fo~~ the Shatt el­Arab {River of the Arabs) , and tho Karun River which fle>ws in from the east at KhorraF1shahr a few miles bclo\·1 Basra . · These rivers 
carry an il1lL'lense amount of ·silt and are filling in the Gulf at the r a te of 72 feet a year. The l and i s nbsolutely flat wi th nur:iber less streatns , l akes and. swanps . Date palms cover the bani<:s but do not extend very f ar inland because they need irriaation . For 345 days 
in the year the sun shines on<1 in su.-:uner sends tl1e thormomotor up 
to l ;o° F. in the shade . It is so:netimcs so hot that you will · r aise a blister if yo~ tako hold of a s teel tool l ying in the sun. 
Raine f all only bet\1een Dece:nber · and i.farch. It never snows on the shores of the Gulf -- yet on the high mountains to th0 east snow 
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can be seen in winter . Both the winter and summer arc uncomfortabl e , 
the winter because of i ts chilly dampness and the summer be cause of 
its steamy heat . The grea.t .story teller Marco Polo claimed that 
his sword melted in its sheath when he r ea ched Basra ! .. . . 

The main ports are : {.,t}. &uv:a.1't ;·"1n an Arab state on the 
western shore ; (2) ~P:s·r.a-,- ~ wllere the rivers join t o f orm the Shatt 
al -Arab . This ·i'S a flourishing Iraq~ (Arab) port and railhead city, 
with u fine hotel; (3) Khorramshahr , in Iran , where the Karun River 
pours int o the Shatt al-Arab ; (4) Bandar 'Sho.l1pur, _further eas t in 
Iran , tI:ie Ira??-i an Railway terµlinus ; and (5) Bushihr, on the Pers i an 
Gu1f, far::thcr SO\lthpa.s't . in Iran . 

' . . . 
· Ahwa.z is an Iraninn port on the Karun River 72 miles north 

of Khorramsha.hr , while Abadan, on an island, has one of the largest 
oil refineries in the world . 

Products 

Thousa nds of tons of do,tes e,r0 produced by the millio.n.s • .. 
of date trees t hat cove r the river banks . Pearls are found by 
divers in the sha llow waters of the Gulf . Oil from points in Ira n 
about 125 pliles nor~h of Abadan i s pumped down to the port where it 
is refined and shipped in tankers . Other oilfields on Bahroin 
Island in tho Gulf and in Arabia are exploited by American companies . 
This is one of the most important oil ar eas in the world , produc- · 
ing about 10,000',900 tons per year . · 

Poop le 

The people ar e mostly Arabs . They a re a t ough breed , whose 
ancestors came from the Ara bian Desert and conquered the Gulf ar ea . 
In the interior of Arabia they are absolutel y independent . In Iran 

• 
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arc tribes called Ghasgais who speak Turkish . They spend the summer 
in the mountains, thc. wiD.t.c_r in. ..tnc . . low. .. -count.ry • .. -:£tri:gandage is- ·theiT 
fav6-rlte-- sport . They have a reuutation f 9r .. J>.~:Un.lieitns. ... car.a.:v:ans., . .. : . : ... 
kidnapping f<ireigriers·;-· and"' oxtrilcl:i:'ng -the' last penny in a ' business 
d~al . : · · · . ; : - : '" .. · 

' . .. .. ..... 
Around the ciii fields , one finds tac -.groatest mixture of 

peoples . In addition to Arnbs , Turks , Kurds, Lurs , :Persians , Ar­
menians, Russians, Americans , ~n~ v:~rJ.9.µ.§ __ kj.pd.s .c>t Europeans , .. xhere.. . .... 
a re about ·4 ;oocr Indians · froin India and 2, 500 British of the oil . 
company ' s r egul ar st.a.ff . Now there are also largo numbers of 
British officers and colonial troops in .the area . -.·" 

Languages 
.. . --

--' 

.. 
.. 

. The most useP, .-_language is Arabic . Other. · gr'oup~ speak their 
ovm languages , but mariy people know two or throe . 'Ame:ti can and -· 
Britishers_ usua lly k;~ow only English ,. bu_t some of all tho other· . -
groups know English a lso -- thus, English is the one common l~nguage . · 
Arabic .is a harsh sounding language - .- ;parsian very ·smooth. 

. . . . ·-. . . .. ..... 
How to Sh<ip ... ...... .. .. ... ... 

Buying and sell-ing is an art which will cost a lot to those 
who do not kn ow its rules . Tpc seller will :always ~sk far more 
than he expects' to receive ·-- pOmetimes ·twice as much ~ The buyer . 
must point out all the faults and offer much less than he is willing 
to give . One pays a high price for hurry . Pretend that you don't 
want the article and its price will drop at once . Fixed prices are 
known only in one or two European- operated stores in the cities . 
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Money 

There will be ' sevor al kinda of c oney in use . They re~re­sent the coins of sevor e l nations . Tile t able below will give you values of these i n terms of American money , r.s they are novi. Of course they may change . 

U. S . A. Briti sh Indian Iraq I r an 
100 conts = 12 pencl;) = 16 annas - 1 , 000 f i,ls - 100 dinars - -1 dollar 1 shilling 1 r upee 1 dinar 1 r i al 20 shillings --1 pound 

.. 
1 cent 

I 2! f i,ls 8 dinars 22 cents 1 penny 1 an:na 1 rial 5 cents 3 II 2;! annas 12i fi,ls 2 rials (thrupence) 20 cents 1 sltil:li:1G . 11 annas JO cents 1 s . 6 d . 1 rupee 75 fl.ls 12 rials 1 . 00 one-
dollar 5 shillings 3 r. 5 an . 250 fi1s 40 rials 4.00 four-
dollars 1 poun.d 13 rupees 1 dinar 160 rials 

These values a r e not ~.b solutelv exa ct but an a!>!>r oxir:mtion . As you can see 1 one nuet be ce r eful i n excl1onGing American Dollars • The markets are full of men who wi l l be Gl nc; t o get your dollar s enc: give as little in return as uoss i ble . The ::toney changer con-• 

--



. . 
• I : siders it a duty to skin the innocent and e spe cia~ly. ~eri.98ns ,. as they ar e all ''rich people", Thay have seen a few ·fi·l m's fr om .. Hollywood and are sure that all Americans live in ualaces with money to throw around . You will be asked if .it ts true that i n America they pave the streets with gold bricks . A man who has to live on 20 cents a day considers that he is merely assistinG you to be gen­erous when he cheats you of half your money. Exchange your money through a bank or someone whom you: knpw well, . It will be a long time before you have learned all the t r icks of exchange that the l ocal professionals use . 

Economic Cqnditions 
• 

Because of a lack of water. at a distance fror.J. the rivers , much rich land is unusable and the people are very poor . In the country districts they live on a subsistc:nce level and have no lux­uries , even lacxing many necessiti es for healthy life . Food is in­sufficient . They cannot buy ~edioines or machines, and practically all work is done by hand. Few ovrn their O\'J?l land but are like sharecr oppers , paying JO to 40 percent of the crop to the landlor d . Tho standard of l iving is exceedingly low. Day laborers receive about 15 cents per day and skilled labor is not over 50 cents a day . Few can go t o school , so most cannot read or , .-rite . For protection against brigands and to be near .... ater, tile peol)le live in villages and cities where the houses ar e crowded together '.l'ith narrow alleys for streets. The average house has only one or t\ :o rooms and most people have only one suit of clothes , which they patch J.ndefinitely. Houses usually contain no furniture -- people oat and sleep on the floor, which is often oovored only with a straw mat or a small home- woven rug , 

In the citios also , poverty i s obvious everywhere, but there are a few merchants and landlords whose i ncome allows tor 
• 
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co;~fortable and oven luxurious l·~·virf{!': . 
Sanitary Conditions • . .: l 

. ' 
' • 1 ... : v ' . : .. ; . : . 

, . . . . 
The Near East has no san.itation o.s ,'.·e· .kn-ov/ lt ~ I n the "vii­

lar!es , 11ni.rnal dune .. is plastered on· the· house wa'll~ to dry and then 
use(1 a.s fuel for cookine; . Housos have no toil9t? or . latrines . 
Any opqn space is used and :nost often the · area · 1froun4 · the village 
sprine; or r.ell is t he public toilet , \;:ater i'S so ~ Otl :r;•ce . that the 
fe1. • streams are used in wnsliling tho dead , launderine ' the ·clothes , 
bath~ne th~ baby, and alflo for drinl<ing . 'l'hore i n . no , ~SRla~io.? .... ,: _ . for infectious or cont11giOU$ dioee.,~cs . Bec~usc :ioop1e-·-1·ive" i'l'l con­
stant contact with animals , fleas, bedbuge, bo<ly ],ic~ , :;,en.~ ?,~her 
insects abound , Sheep and ca.;nol ticks (carriers. of:$JO~.teq f'!lve r )• 
crav.•l f r oi;1 the stables 1.hich are usual l )' att.acho~ t.o "f.]).~ '.J:lo\!s.e , . o:i; a ctually inside it . . · " · 

. ·- • • : : • l : • • • • . 
• I ' ' . ' . . . The population of the Noar Enst should have .clied off long. 

ago by ell rules of henlt~ . Even r. buth is usually ta1cen in a . 
co.a:.1on )ool r;hich has tho \:a tor changed every t wo. pr thr oe ' •o~ics ,_ 
depending on t he " thickness"· of the \'-:ator at t):le ~imo... ."\.'!eoklings . · 
have di ed in inf ency · ant 0111.v the touc;h ric.vc ourvi vc~r • . Dfseas·e 
6tH'1Js sceJ.a. to do th.em little harm. But Euro!)C,Hl!l;J '::1.nd Afaericans d+o 
like flies i f they e)C!>oso the~solvos cs tho easterner does . 

• Only in the citios is any effort mn(;o to pr.::vbnt ond cure 
disease , Vq.Q,cina tions and a f e\1 ~)ri::Li tive healtl}. . rules have .boon 
introduced . Thero ere n fo•:. municipnl hospi t:il~ . Pro~r~s!!:. ln the past fiftoqn ._ye.".l.rs has bean co:iaiderablc , but one should nev0r r e:­
lax pro cauti ons . flo!llos of eC:uco.tect Iranis anc: Europee18 show what 
can bo done in ::!~kine l i vine cloan nnc.1. co-.lfortablo , but t hey q.ro 
rare . The penetrating and burninc rays of tho · sun ~ro the only . ' 

.. 
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disi n f e ctant. tor ""lOt:t or the .. 100)!.:'! . , a ;•llu1 t 

Rolln1on .. jld So91r1 Cuntpnn 

Ninet y-tlvo porcont. ot t~c !J~_;ul:"\t1on t ollo· t.hc rol1g1on 
tound.cd by Hoh:n:rn.cd , tha :"rt>~;l1ct or~Ai-1'.bt~ , ln tho VII century A. D. 
Thia r oliBion la cnllo<' Irl11-i, and· 1to follO' .. cro ~.rt cnllcG ituol1cla . 
Thoro or i! t.1 o :..:.ain aoota ( l ll<:o Co.thollC3 ··nci. J rr.tutita:tte }, the 
Sunn i o of Arn.bin a nd the Sll l oha or Ira.n , · bo dosplac :in(! h~tc c:ich 
other . Yet OO.ll'll'lon t o both "lro • .i.:\lly le.,,a .\nl1 1truo tiCJO . 'l1hc !!>.Or o 
1:.por t!l.nt aro : ~ • · 

Beli.ots 

1. A boli~r th~t Ccl 1~ One . 
2 . ii:uhll"l'YSOfl ' ":ft tho l"t£t CN3t Pro:hn. Tho l!cbr ..:\:' ?ro;'lhets 

And Christ t tey rctart. e1 truo b~t. oc,;t or t~to. 
) . lils r~vcll\.tl<.1nP collect.a( in a book Cfl\llot tho Qurnn 

(or Xor3nJ , wb1ch ~•lnl "Tho P.e1Glnf:..S ,a contoin ~11 co1ontlol Tru~h . 

Pr·..1.ettoan 

l. ~1ua11tiO OUtt 'r'\y flv~ ti•Jea {l !Joy , fnoing t0\1.ir O ..;eeca , 
,,horo _:uhai:nod 11vod , 

2. ~.:ueline n uot 11t'\l.:e >!lcril!U\t~ae to thu o1 t1oa of' noccn 
(/'.r"bl t\). Korbol:i (Ira.ct), or .!.!Sher\ ( Iran). 

). Abat inonoo rroi t cuch1ng oo rt'l1n ~n 1·1,.la one! c:i.tin8 
cortal n manta an" roo~o {torie , ) i(JS , wine). One nonth l n tho yoar 
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is a Fast . Durin.e; Ramadhan* t hey cannot eat nor drink from sunup to sundov.rn . · As a result it is difficult to get regular work done during that month. 

.· ... 

4. Polygany is allowed -- up to four wives and limitless concubines , but extra \'J i ves are expensive to kec:;i , c.nd therefore a privilege of the rich . In Iran and Tur key polygruny is legally al­most i :..•;iossible novi . 
5. Segregation of the sexes . i.ien and wooen cannot asso­ciate together. The women wear heavy veils end "cliadurs" which cover them like a tent . A woman cnueht speakinG to a man who is not a close re l a ti ve is pr or.i:>tly i:ninished by her br other , husband , or father . Men a re very jealoll'S i n kec:;>ine t heir \"omen f ol k away fr rnn all other men . . 
6. Muslim.s consider all other religions inferior . · C,h~ist­ians and Jews are t olcratecl but not t r eated as equal s . Thelr touch wil l defile food or uesecrate a holy place . O~her religio11s 'such as Hinduiso) ar e considered absolutely false . 

. . Actually , these practices arc chanr,ing rapidl y . . i"·Inny edu­cated li!Uslims really be long to the growing t wentieth century world ancl associate freely with f oreigner s . r.lany hnve studied in American , Fr ench , or Brit i sh schools and a re peo:)le of western outlook , habit , and dress . Some have studioc~ i n Europe or Ame r ica and returned as doctors, teachers , or officials. But among the great masses ideas change slowly and the westerner must be careful not to arouse t he o.nt agonism of t he people . There a re millions of Mus.l ims t o whom 

In 1942 , this montl1 fal ls from September 12th to October 12th. 
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these practices are of great importance and to ignore them endaagers::• ipdividuals •as •well as whole groupsi The Indian mutiny started over the Bri'tish issuing bullets g:ueased with tallov: from cows - ­considered sacred animals by the s~poys. Where the religious ideas of the natives are ignored, riots Eµid even wars can start . I • . . 
Politics 

o' . . . . . . The air is now tense . Gerrt1a~a, and Italians for ·yeurs have been ehcouraging Arabs to revoi:t • • , Arabs and Iranis as well as Iraqis have growrt to dislike and ~uspect all f oreigners . . They feel that the great industrial nations ~re interested in weakep~ng the small er states and then exploiting . t~eir wealth and -destroying their independence . The history of th~ Near East h_a~·;'. bebn · one of clashing European rivals who have used every means to stir up re­volts and make alliances against each other , and the Arab, Turk, or Irani would l ike nothing better ·than to see them all ·dieappear . In 1941 , European states brought about a war in Sy;ria •·· a revolt in Iraq, and an armed invasion of Iran . Patrioti·c . a·nd sincere natives fear that European powers will ignore· their rights'. .An1bi;ti6µs ' and · crooked politicians are waiting for a chance to stir up tro~ble. Hitler and Mussolini pose as the champions of Islam and ~s~ any violation of its practices in their radio propaganda . There is strong anti - British and· anti - Russian feeling everywhere • . The native people know Americans as·doctors (you will find American hospitals and schools in many large cities). teachers. business me.ri .• : ~pd tou­rists . American financial advisors have made a fine, r.eputa:t.ion • .. The United States. has been a disintcrest~Q. power'· and the :east.e.rn~i:t: ·. has the least dislike for us as a nation . ... - and . tne niQst trust; : · Much depends on good will and coopqratiori .in the obntact of ' the : East s:nd West now going on. If they tru.st us, they can be .of gz:eat · help . If they dislike us , they are er.pert saboteurs and wreckers , with a history of 5,000 years of practice . 
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Supplies . . 
--The country i s norraally s~lf suff1cient in foou . Yet the . war and the arrival ot f oreign at!iµles have upset the ·balance entirely. Each nation must supplf much of ~ the food , all of the clothes , shoes, and equipuent ( ncluding ~ed~cines) for its nationals . The~e is practically no i neustrial devolopmen.t (aside fron oilJ . in t :ije region . All supplies wi;tl be' short·, · for · they wil·l mostl;y· come by ships fro~ India, Africa, or even t he ·Uhi t ed $tateS •' Th~re will be bread and dates , but iittl~- else or l~oa;t produce~ · The ·clothing· v1orn by the British cons i sts of sh'¢rts, shir t , ana.· a pith he1mct . -~-The westerner shoul d never go out- ip the !Jun--·without a pith helmet or a ha t tha t reflects ~he su.n t s . rays as hi.~ . skil.11 _ha'i:i not de,i'eloped . tha t ability . _Failu~e to do this'may produce sun- pr . heat- stroke and physica l col;Lapse or unconsciousness . :: . . . \ . . ~ 

Health Rules · .I 

1 ~ · Before leaving the Uni tcd States , be 'inoculated: for · tYJ'hol• and vaccinated against s~allpox . Pilmp your system full of every _aid to oo!!lbat diseaees , for you will f i nd t hem everYl_vhere •· Ke·ep cer t i.:. f i oates of all inocculations anc"i tihen you flrri ve see an American or European doctor and check on any aO~itional needs . 

2 . Take a fine-~esh mosquito or sandfly net. · tios~uitos and sandflies carry two knockout nunohes -- mosqui tos ca.rry m~ltiria which i s rampant eVery\'ihere j and sandflies carry dengue or sandfly fever, a three- day ja.g that loaves you woak as ;·1ater . The sandf'ly i s about . 1/20 tho size of a mosqui to;, ! t crin scarcely be seen , and a vecy · fine mesh i s necessary to lceep 1t out ;-;hilo y ou sleep -. It is active-­only in the evcningo and · at night . Quii;iine r·i ll helj) malnrfa . Car ry a bottle of 100 five-grain ta.blots \'!1th you . Koep it full . Only time seems to hel, sandfly fever . · 
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J . Be sure to drink ONLY boiled \1ator . There is no steril­ized v;ater. Local drinking ·1:a.t er , exami ned unc1e r the microsco1)e , is full of bucs; ·alive· anG kicking . Boil it -- drink t hem dead 1 Tea is safe to drink . 

4 . Beware of anyth i ng rav1. Boil milk ·-- it is not pasteur­ized and is handled by men who· a r e carriers of every dis-ease you don ' t · v:ant . Vegeta bles and melons ar e f ertilized by the refuse of cesspools an<! latrines and carry almost every knovm. human !)aras i t e . If you eat r aw vegetables or fruits, first "':ash t hem thoroughly Yourself in a . solution of 9otassium permanganate -- then rinse t hem in boiled water before ea.tine; • . Ren e:nber., dysenter y has carried off many a good man . There ·e·re several varioties of it -- all baCl . Choler:i , which is \'.'Orse , is tra ns.ni tted by •::ater - -- taken as a· drink or on ve geta bles or fruit s . Cholera is higl1ly fatal . The patfcri€-­often d ies before he can get to a Goctor . ·. . • . ' · 5. Avoid ~eef . (a ) It i o . tough -- the animals 1--ork farm. I till they d 0 Of Old 0.f;O ,' ( b) rt· iS full Of t f.l p8-VIOrm This intestinal j?'B.rasite is n ot dangerous but very v.nnoying to cur e . ; Jutton is bettor anyllov. -- or ch icken, · 

on . the 
cysts . 
and hard 

· 6 . In wartime, t yphu.!\ t-i.)pcar s.. :It is carried by body lice . So sleep on your O\'m bod . 1'al::e a folding cwr )- cot t o kee9 off t he ground a nd keep it clean. :.ios t of t he year you •:1ill sleep outdoors anyhov1 because of the heat, but avo i d ulaces such as t)Ublic tea housas and caftls , where. fl ea.a , bedbugs~, and' lice lire iike'l'y. t o be . TY.Phus is cl.eadly a nd ofton leaves the memory impaire d . . ~ ) .'. : · 
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. . 1~ You will need \~oplen blankets for wint.er -­sheets f or summer·. on)..Y .. cotton·: _. _ .. 
• J 

8 . Alcohol. · In a tropioai . "olinatc ,. a·l.coho~ic drlnks ar .e f ar more harmful thun in the {fni't!.e.c\ States . Linit your.self to beer ·and don 't drink whiskey or gin. Nat"u!'e oversupplies you V{ith heat --you \'!ill burn your system out with an eJ!:t:r;a load . · . . . . . . \ 9. Syphilis and other ve~~re·a1 · O.lseas·es: .. are everywhere , medical control of. prostitution very lax~ Eur opean. pr ostitute·s or ent ertainers , of Y1horn t here are a {e\", are jus t as ·infectious as t heir eastern rivals . Prophylactie' treatment is not a l v:ay·s ave.ilable and is a specialty or quack dooto.rs.. · 
J 

10 . House p lumbing i s unkno,v1n exce::>t ' in the oil company houses . rhere are no flush toilets or bathtubs . Toilets should be built on models used by the British army . Bathtubs can be i mprovised from l ocal materials . I n su:m:'ler '"y·ou can get hot wat er by lenving it out in the sun f or ha lf an hour . ·' 

11. Toothbr ushes , paste , soaps , and shaving be bour)lt before you start fro~.1 the Uni ted States . ferior qualit i es can be found l ocally , if any. 

material s must 
Only very in-

12 . \lt'hat to \'/ear ( f or civilians only ). The glar e of t he sun is terrific ann you must pr otect your eyes . Have an oculist fit you with pol ar oid elasses and t ake along an extra pair in case of one being broken . You wi l l wear shorts vihile at v1ork, but have 



linen long trousers for the eve11~ncs to pr otect your legs · from mos• qui tos and sandflies . Carry elong plonty of short-sle.ev~d shirts . For the chilly winter, you will need \•io.olen clothen and .. \•:ar.Jt ·blankets f or the cold oveninc;s and nights. Shoes y.' i .th rubber soles. will cause your feet to bur n .. and sweat - - so:ne form .of sandals are coolest . For tho short wet s.eason~ you must have r.ubbers~ Thero. is ·no street paving and. every r ain turns the ground into. glue - - or so~p . A lieht overcoat and a light rain~oa~ ere all that one needs in vli.nter . These ·will be p~t ·away nine montps ... ot .the year. Dul'.i ng the spring and ' fall , a light sweater is handy to w.ear after sundown when the air cools considerably. · ' · 

lJ . Recreations . You Vlill .find nothing prepared out there. if you enjoy cards, chess or other .indoor games, you must carry your sets . Tennis, vol ley ball and socqer can be pl ayed but - courts or fields have . to be mac1e end ·all tl;le . ~qui~l"lent taken: with you . Swim­ming . is dangerous in places as 'there . are man- eating shi:i.rks in the Gulf , bu.t protected "hol es" . are po~sible . 

For those who like readine and wish to loarn somethinB about the history and customs of the peo~le, a list of books is ap9ended, which might be found through residents in the area (oil staff or miss ionnries) . 

General Suggestions 
i 

Never forg<:it that as an outsider you nro NOT as woll adnpted to life out there as are thoso •:;ho were born thero - - and you can.' t "take it" as they do. In a few years you might become adapt eq , but unless you watch carefully, you'll be given just six feet ot ground . And poppies won't cover your gr avo - - only oanel thorn. 



- 14-
• , l. -

Miscella neous .. 
~ . . ... ,. 

The Calendar . ·. I~ Islamic countri,es, the year .s· 'are .a~ted from the time .t hat Moh8JJU!led· the Prophet, :f'le"d' from ~;kecca~"to ·~.i'e;dinnh· .. : That was the yea r 622 A. D. or the · yea r l A.H. (At'te'l' the )tejirah : or FliGht ). The Musl im. have two calendars -- one·, a L\ute.r ~a1e~dnr : based on 12 revolutions of the .moon wt ich is. abou.t ~4 days· long .-­.11 days shorter than our . suri (solar) year . ··_'So ..3.3 ot 'our" yeara mal<e .34 lunflr yea rs. By thi,s c'nl en,O.ar vrhich ls use·d· for a lJ: ·r eiis_lou·s . · holidays etc., ft is the year 1.361 A. H. The year began Janunzy 19th and will end on J anuary 7 , 1943. · The Stnt·e us f:l s a · r eformed .a-b.'a. · · · modern solar calendar so that a ccording to t his ·'it i s the :ya·a r · I~20'. ( 1.942. ~ 622 = 1..320) N~w Year's co;nes on ~-1£\rch 21 and in. Ir~~ is the most i .mportnnt hationa1· holiday . · · : · ·. ·· . : . . . . :. . . . . 
Jn~u_ary 19, .194,2 = New Year'·s .. ),3'61 · (~unnr) = 10th ·tu6rith ·lJ20 ·(Sol'a'r)· J anuary 8., 1943 = ?{ew Ye·a r ' s ~)62 (Lunar ) = ".9tli: imo~tt;t "1321· ~~.olar' ) 

Telling time . The I.1usl1nr count t he hou~s ·'.fr om- "tlie morning : prayer {whi ch comes at dnybr ealc and therefore shifts with t he .. season) until noon . Then }}e fol lows the sun as we do till everiih'g 'P rayers , when he cal:ls it .nig~t . After ·evening prayer s hef calls :1 t .. "~o -many hours after 'night" . Thus 10 P . l.4 . to us might be t wo to 1'fve hours : "aft er nie;ht has begun" . To the .Huslir:i t he day is counte·d· 'fr0m sun-set . Friday bee ins Thur sday at sunset , et c . . . . ... 
... ·· -~- -~-- -·· · ·--'··~-·- · '···· . Train schedules and Cov0r n.>nent offices f oll ow our cloc)<s ex­cept that there ~ s ·no A. 1\r. or P.M. · They run :fr om ·1 ~o :~4 o ' clock. From _l to 12 A. M. is the .swio as· ou:r ti1'le but l P. i.: . is 1.3. ~ ' clo~k •.. 10 P . t.l. i s 22 o ' clock • . This i s the Beneral pr ncti'co i n ;Euro!,)e • 

. . 
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Ther o n111 be some confusion in driving cars . The British drive to the left while the rest of t he world drives to the r1gJ:i:t ·; · You will have to f ind out what system the ·Briti sh a r e usi pg in Iran - - or you might wr eck a f~v, valuable cars end necks which can ' t be . v1ell spared . 

Of ficially , we i ghts nnd measures ~re on the scientific system of crams-meters • 
• 

The followin13 scale .sh.ows tho. r elations of these t.o our ovm • . : 
\'1eights , 

1 oun.c.e . (dry) •••• ·• • • • • • 28 • .3 grams 1 lb . ....•.••.• -. •••...• 45.4 . gr.ams . ·1 

2 .• 2 l ba ••••••••••••••• ••• 1000 . ~ams or l kilogr.am · 2000 lbs (a shor t ton) •••• 907 . 2 ki l ogr ams 22QO lbs· ( a long ton) • • • • • 1 ton ( motri o) 

1 inch ........ . .... . ... 2 . 54 
1 foot •••.•.••..••.•.•. J0 . 48 
l yard •...... ..... •. .. . . 914 . 4 .39 - .37 inches ••••• • • ~ .:;.· . ; ·, ;rooo · 
1 mile (5280 feet) 1 . 6 

: .. 
• • r : .•. '..: . .. . .. .. . 

centiL'leter s 
centimeters 
centimetor:s 
·oentLno'ters 
kilo!.!leters 

or 1 r.1eter · 
. 

~ . . The Arabs , .howeve r , use t lieir ovm'" \i;o1ghts hnd :aensurei:i'~which you will have to lenrn when you co t there . There a r e several loca l systeos. 
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Writ ing 

The script used by tho people i s tho Arabic· o.lphnbet . It 
writes rrom r ight to lef't . We hc.ve borrowed the Arabic numerals for 
our own counting systems but have . cbanBed t ho f orms slightly so 
that they y:ill not be easily recogniz.ed at first . 

Books 

Tho country you will bo worlcing in, is ·one of the ol dest 
centers of civilization on earth . Its histor y is ~Titten in mounds 
alone t he rivers under which remain~ of cities thousands of years 
old are still l ying. A railway cuttin& or trench may strike a pave­
ment of' so:ne de:id city whose name is known but nothing mor e . Clay 
t ablets with ancient ·writings will be. found from. tll!le to time . For 
thooe interested in a bird' s eye view. of this part o"f the wor ld , 
either in ancient or modern times the following books. mi.ght be 
found in t he library of some resident i n one of the t owns : 

IJorier . J . "lla.1i Bqb!i\ of Isphnhan" . This comedy character 
is one of t h<:! boat l<nown of the East -- and you will still find hi s 
f riends aroun~ you . 

Filmert II . "The Paguant of' Persia". A trav~logue of the 
provinces of ran and their histol"'/ and.desoripti?n• · · 

: . 
Shean . Vincent. "The New Porsi a" . One of our well known 

journalists gives a history of tho yea.rs 1919- 1926. .: · · · 
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Col ongl Ln1.1oneo or Al'Alilo :~!!%!\!h!~: ~"fU;m• 
A roeci.Datios story or tho .U-!\b r ovolt ac.aL"\Bt. t ho TUrka 19H-1919. 

1n 

i!Anu~f . E. "Tho !l'ild Aasgn". Tho rooord or a bua lo:i.d or Ar:oricu co OGO etudeuta vrho t.rAYtlle4 throu,sh l n 19)7 . 
"Tho Atobton Hichio~ A collection or stories thot cror; nr ound tho Cour t or t he cron.t Cali ph Borun Ar Rneb1d , whoro Ar ab ond PeroiAn mot to c tvo blrth t o on& or tho a;rent egos or c1v111za -tion - ~ th1 Tontb Century A. D. 
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