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oy New Delhi
Capital 28°34'N77°12'E
Largest city Mumbai (Bombay)

. Hindi, English, and 21
Official language(s) other languages
Government Federal republic

- ‘President APJ Abdul Kalam
~ Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
Independence From the United Kingdom
- Declared 1947-08-15
- Republic 1950-01-26
Area
» Total 3,287,590 km? (7th)
» Water (%) 9.56
Population
* 2005 est. 1,089,000,000 (2nd)
+ 2001 census 1,027,000,000
* Density 329/km? (19th)
GDP (PPP) 2005 estimate
» Total $3.602 trillion (4th)
* Per capita $3262 (125th)
HDI (2003) 0.602 (127th) — medium
Currency Rupee (Rs.)' (INR)
Time zone IST (UTC+5:30)
o Summer (DST) not observed (UTC+5:30)
‘Internet TLD .in
Calling code +91



OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL

INDIA

'SOC’IAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES

GENERAL

Official Name: Republic of India
~Common Name: India / Bharata

Chief of State: President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
Head of Govt.: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
Capital: New Delhi

Currency: - Indian Rupee (INR)

Covering 1,269,338 square miles (3,287,590 square kilometers), India is roughly one-
third the size of the United States. The Himalayan Mountains, the tallest mountain system
in the world, are located on India's northern border. South of the Himalayas, the fertile
Ganges Plain is India's most densely populated region. The Great Indian (Thar) Desert
extends westward from the plain into Pakistan. The Deccan Plateau in the south lies
between the Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats, hill regions along the coasts of peninsular

India.

Most of the country experiences three basic seasons: hot (March-May), rainy (June—
October), and cool (November—February). Temperatures rarely go below 40°F (4°C) in
January and reach above 100°F (40°C) during the summer. Variations exist according to
region and elevation. Floods, droughts, and earthquakes are common.

The principal cities of India and their populations are:
e New Delhi (12,000,000)
e Mumbai (12,778,700)
¢ Bangalore (5,158,000)
e Kolkatta (13,200,000)
e Chennai (4,368,850)

e Hyderabad (3,686,450)
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INDIA
SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES
» (continued) '
GREETINGS
) 3

Introductions:
Friendly, though somewhat formal greetings:
e Namaste is India's traditional greeting. One presses the palms together (fingers
up) below the chin and says Namaste (na-ma-stay) in the south, Namaskaram.
(For superiors or to show respect, a slight bow is added.)
e Good Morning / Evening
Informal greetings:
e Hi, Hello.
Visito‘rs', often indicate they are ready to leave by saying Namaste.
Titles:

e It s polite to use titles such as Professor, Doctor, Mr., Shri (for men), Shreemati
(married women), Kumari (unmarried women), or the suffix ji with a last name
to show respect.

GESTURES

¢ A sideways wobble of the head indicates assent or agreement.

o Excessive hand gestures or verbal articulation is considered impolite.

e People beckon with the palm turned down; they often point with the chin.

o Grasping one's own ears expresses embarrassment, repentance or sincerity.

e One's feet or shoes should not touch another person, and if they do, an immediate
apology is necessary.

e Public displays of affection are inappropriate.
e Footwear is removed before entering a house, temple, mosque, or Sikh shrine.

e When ehtéring a Sikh shrine, all people cover their heads. Women also cover their
heads in temples.




a ~ INDIA

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES
(continued)

DINING

e Traditional families may eat their food with the right hand only instead of
utensils. Also, women may eat after other members of the family and any guests.

e When people drink from a communal cup, their lips must never touch it.
e A gesture of Namaste can indicate one has had enough to eat.

e When making a social visit, hosts offer their guests water, tea or coffee, and fruits
or sweets. It is polite for a guest initially to refuse these refreshments but
eventually to accept them.

e In hotels and restaurants, a service charge is included in the bill but some people
also leave a small tip.

LANGUAGE

India is home to several hundred languages, of which 33 have 100,000 or more speakers.
Eighteen languages have official status: Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sindhi,
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telagu, and Urdu. Except for Sindhi and Sanskrit, these languages are
important by state (e.g., Telagu is the language of Andhra Pradesh state). At least 30
percent of the population speaks Hindi. Hindustani, a blend of Hindi and Urdu, is spoken
widely in northern India. English is important as the language of government, business,
science, education, and national communication. :

RELIGION

Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism were born in India. About 80 percent of
Indians are Hindu. Officially, Hinduism is not a religion but a “way of life.” Shared
beliefs of various indigenous religions merged over thousands of years, so people often
include images of gods from other religions in their family temples. Differences between
religions usually are minor due to the historical Brahmin influence on most castes. For
3000 years, Brahmin have adapted local religions and then writen their philosophies in
Sanskrit and later local languages. Hence, Brahmanism helped shape many religious
traditions. Buddhism even stems, in part, from Brahmin philosophy. Hindu concepts
include reincarnation and veneration for trees and animals that can be symbols of a
certain god. Among the most prominent Hindu gods and goddesses in various states are
Narayana, Rama, Sita, Krishna, Radha, Shiva, Parvati, Durga, Jagannath, Ganesh,
Venkateswara, Murugan, Vishnu and Lakshmi.




INDIA

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES

(continued)

OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS

e New Year's Day (Jan. 1)

e Republic Day (Jan. 26)
(Celebrating the commencement date of the Indian Constitution)

¢ Independence Day (Aug. 15)

e Spring and Harvest Festivals (held various times between January and March)
Celebrated with dancing, feasting, and many other colorful events.

e Holi (End of cold season)
Celebrated by tossing colored water and powder on each other.
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David Campbellm Mulford

Ambassador

On November 13, 2003 President Bush nominated David Campbell Mulford, a finance
expert with previous government experience, as U.S. Ambassador to India. As required
by the U.S. Constitution, the U.S. Senate confirmed his nomination on December 9,
2003. Ambassador Mulford was sworn in on January 23,2004.

Prior to this a551gnment Ambassador Mulford was Chairman International and Member
of the Executive Board for Credit Suisse First Boston in London, England, where he
earlier held the position of Chairman and Chief Executive Officer (Europe). From 1984
to 1992, he served as Assistant Secretary for International Affairs and, eventually, as
Undersecretary for International Affairs for the Department of the Treasury.

From 1974 to 1984, Ambassador Mulford was also Managing Director and head of
International Finance at White, Weld & Co., Inc., and a senior investment advisor to the
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency. From 1970 to 1974, he was head of White Weld
International Finance Group in New York and was with White, Weld & Co., Inc.,
international investment banking in New York and London from 1966 to 1974 He was a
White House fellow in 1965 and 1966 and served as a special assistant to the Secretary of
the Treasury.

Born in June 1937 in Rockford, Illinois, Ambassador Mulford earned his bachelor's
degree from Lawrence University in 1959, his master's degree from Boston University in
1962 and his Ph. D. from Oxford University in 1965. He is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations, has received several international awards, and has written several
books. He is married and has two children.




INDIA BACKGROUND NOTES

OFFICIAL NAI\'DE
Republic of India

Geography

Area: 3.29 million sq. km. (1.27 million sq. mi.); about one-third the size of the U.S.
Cities: Capztal—-New Delhi (pop. 12.8 million, 2001 census). Other major cities--
Mumbai, formerly Bombay (16.4 million); Kolkata, formerly Calcutta (13.2 million);
Chennai, formerly Madras (6.4 million); Bangalore (5.7 million); Hyderabad (5.5
~million); Ahmedabad (5 million); Pune (4 million).

Terrain: Varies from Himalayas to flat river valleys.

Climate: Alpine to temperate to subtropical monsoon.

People
Nationality: Noun and ad]ectzve--Indlan(s)
Population (2004): 1.1 billion; urban 27. 8%.
Annual growth rate: 1.4%. :
Density: 324/sq. km.
Ethnic groups: Indo-Aryan 72%, Dravidian 25%, Mongoloid 2%, others.
Religions: Hindu 82.41%, Muslim 12%, Chrlstlan 2.3%, Sikh 1.9%, other groups
" including Buddhist, Jain, Parsi 2.5%. _
Languages: Hindi, English, and 16 other official languages
-Education: Years compulsory--9 (to age 14). Literacy--65.38%.
Health: Infant mortality rate--61/1,000. Life expectancy--63 years.
Work force (est.): 416 million. Agrzculture—-63%, industry and commerce--22%, services
and government--11%; transport and communications--4%.

Government
Type: Federal republlc
- Independence: August 15, 1947.
Constitution: January 26, 1950.
Branches: Executive--president (chief of state), prime minister (head of government),
" Council of Ministers (cabinet). Legislative--bicameral parliament (Rajya Sabha or
Council of States, and Lok Sabha or House of the People). Judicial--Supreme Court.
Political parties: Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian National Congress (INC), Janata Dal
(United), Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India-Marxist, and numerous
regional and small national parties.
Political subdivisions: 28 states,* 7 union territories.
Suffrage: Universal over 18.

Source: www.state.gov




‘Economy '
GDP (2004): $691 billion.
Real growth rate (2004): 6.9%.
Per capita GDP (2004): $640.
Natural resources: Coal, iron ore, manganese, mica, bauxite, chromite, thorium,
limestone, barite, titanium ore, diamonds, crude oil.

Agriculture: 22.7% of GDP. Products--wheat, rice, coarse grains, oilseeds, sugar, cotton,

jute, tea

Industry: 26.6% of GDP. Products--textiles, jute, processed food, steel, machinery,
transport equipment, cement, aluminum, fertilizers, mining, petroleum, chemicals, and
computer software.

Services and transportation: 50.7% of GDP.

Trade: Exports (2004)--$76.3 billion; agricultural products, engineering goods, precious
stones, cotton apparel and fabrics, gems and jewelry, handicrafts, tea. Software exports--
$12.5 billion. Imports (2004)--$99.8 billion; petroleum, machinery and transport
equipment, electronic goods, edible oils, fertilizers, chemicals, gold, textiles, iron and
steel. Major trade partners--U.S., EU, Russia, Japan.

PEOPLE
Although India occupies only 2.4% of the world's land area, it supports over 15% of the

world's population. Only China has a larger population. Almost 33% of Indians are
younger than 15 years of age. About 70% of the people live in more than 550,000
villages, and the remainder in more than 200 towns and cities. Over thousands of years of
its history, India has been invaded from the Iranian plateau, Central Asia, Arabia,
Afghanistan, and the West; Indian people and culture have absorbed and changed these

~ influences to produce a remarkable racial and cultural synthesis.

Religion, caste, and language are major determinants of social and political organization
in India today. The government has recognized 18 languages as official; Hindi is the most
widely spoken, although English is a national lingua franca. Although 82% of the people
are Hindu, India also is the home of more than 126 million Muslims--one of the world's
largest Muslim populations. The population also includes Christians, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists, and Parsis.

The caste system reflects Indian occupational and socially defined hierarchies. Ancient
Sanskrit sources refer to four social categories, priests (Brahmin), warriors (kshatriya),
traders (vaishya) and farmers (shudra). Although these categories are understood
throughout India, they describe reality only in the most general terms. They omit, for
example, the tribes and low castes once known as "untouchables.” In reality, society in
India is divided into thousands of jatis--local, endogamous groups based on occupation--
and organized hierarchically according to complex ideas of purity and pollution. Despite
economic modernization and laws countering discrimination against the lower end of the
-~ class structure and outlawing “untouchability,” the caste system remains an important
“source of social identification and a potent factor in the political life of the country.
Nevertheless, the government has made strong efforts to minimize the importance of
caste through active affirmative action and social policies. Moreover, caste has been
diluted if not subsumed in the economically prosperous and heterogeneous cities, where
an increasing percentage of India’s population lives. In the countryside, land reform and

Source: www.state.gov




¢

economic opportunity through accessto information, cdr_nmunication, transport, and -
credit have lessened the harshest elements of the caste system.

HISTORY ,
The people of India have had a continuous civilization since 2500 B.C., when the

 inhabitants of the Indus River valley developed an urban culture based on commerce and

sustained by agricultural trade. This civilization declined around 1500 B.C., probably due
to ecological-changes. :

During the second millennium B.C., pastoral, Aryan-speaking tribes migrated from the
northwest into the subcontinent. As they settled in the middle Ganges River valley, they

adapted to antecedent cultures.

The political map of ancient and medieval India was made up of myriad kingdoms with
fluctuating boundaries. In the 4th and 5th centuries A.D., northern India was unified
under the Gupta Dynasty. During this period, known as India's Golden Age, Hindu
culture and political administration reached new heights.

Islam spread across the subcontinent over a period of 700 years. In the 10th and 11th
centuries, Turks and Afghans invaded India and established sultanates in Delhi. In the
early 16th century, the Chaghtai Turkish adventurer and distant relative of Timurlang,
Babur, established the Mughal Dynasty, which lasted for 200 years. South India followed
an independent path, but by the 17th century large areas of South India came under the
direct rule or influence of the expanding Mughal Empire. While most of Indian society in -
its thousands of villages remained untouched by the political struggles going on around
them, Indian courtly culture evolved into a unique blend of Hindu and Muslim traditions.

The first British outpost in South Asia was established by the English East India
Company in 1619 at Surat on the northwestern coast. Later in the century, the Company
opened permanent trading stations at Madras (now Chennai), Bombay (now Mumbai),
and Calcutta (now Kolkata), each under the protection of native rulers.

The British expanded their influence from these footholds until, by the 1850s, they

controlled most of present-day India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. In 1857, an
“unsuccessful rebellion in north India led by Indian soldiers seeking the restoration of the

Mughal Emperor caused the British Parliament to transfer political power from the East

India Company to the Crown. Great Britain began administering most of India directly,
“while controlling the rest through treaties with local rulers.

In the late 1800s, the first steps were taken toward self-government in British India with
the appointment of Indian councilors to advise the British Viceroy and the establishment
of Provincial Councils with Indian members; the British subsequently widened -
participation in Legislative Councils. Beginning in 1920, Indian leader Mohandas K.
Gandhi transformed the Indian National Congress political party into a mass movement
to campaign against British colonial rule. The party used both parliamentary and
nonviolent resistance and noncooperation to achieve independence. During this period,
however, millions of Indians served with honor and distinction in the British armed

Source: www.state.gov



forces, including service in both World Wars and countless other overseas actions in
service of the Empire. '

With Indians increasingly united in their quest for independence, a war-weary Britain led
by Labor Prime Minister Clement Attlee began in earnest to plan for the end of its
suzerainty in India. On August 15, 1947, India became a dominion within the
‘Commonwealth, with Jawaharlal Nehru as Prime Minister. Strategic considerations, as
well as political tensions between Hindus and Muslims, led the British to partition British
India into two separate states: India, with a Hindu majority; and Pakistan, which
consisted of two “wings,” East and West Pakistan--currently Bangladesh and Pakistan--
with Muslim majorities. India became a republic within the Commonwealth after
-promulgating its Constitution on January 26, 1950. '

After independence, the Indian National Congress, the party of Mahatma Gandhi and

‘Jawaharlal Nehru, ruled India under the influence first of Nehru and then his daughter
(Indira Gandhi) and grandson (Rajiv Gandhi), with the exception of brief periods in the
1970s and 1980s, during a short period in 1996, and the period from 1998-2004, when a
coalition led by the Bharatiya Janata Party governed.

Prime Minister Nehru governed the nation until his death in 1964. Nehru was succeeded

by Lal Bahadur Shastri, who also died in office. In 1966, power passed to Nehru's

daughter, Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister from 1966 to 1977. In 1975, beset with

deepening political and economic problems, Mrs. Gandhi declared a state of emergency

- and suspended many civil liberties. Seeking a mandate at the polls for her policies, she
 called for elections in 1977, only to be defeated by Morarji Desai, who headed the Janata

Party, an amalgam of five opposition parties.

In 1979, Desai's Government crumbled. Charan Singh formed an interim government,
which was followed by Mrs. Gandhi's return to power in January 1980. On October 31,
1984, Mrs. Gandhi was assassinated, and her son, Rajiv, was chosen by the Congress (I)--
for "Indira"--Party to take her place. His Congress government was plagued with
allegations of corruption resulting in an early call for national elections in 1989.

Although Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress Party won more seats than any other single party in
‘the 1989 elections, he was unable to form a government with a clear majority. The Janata
Dal, a union of opposition parties, then joined with the Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata
- Party (BJP) on the right and the Communists on the left to form the government. This
loose coalition collapsed in November 1990, and the Janata Dal, supported by the
Congress (I), came to power for a short period, with Chandra Shekhar as Prime Minister.
That alliance also collapsed, resulting in national elections in June 1991.

- While campaigning in Tamil Nadu on behalf of Congress (I), Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated on May 27, 1991, apparently by Tamil extremists from Sri Lanka, unhappy
with India’s armed intervention to try to stop the civil war there. In the elections,
Congress (I) won 213 parliamentary seats and returned to power at the head of a
coalition, under the leadership of P.V. Narasimha Rao. This Congress-led government,

which served a full 5-year term, initiated a gradual process of economic liberalization and .

reform, which opened the Indian economy to global trade and investment. India's

Source: www.state.gov
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domestic politics also took ‘newd shape, as the nationalist appeal of the Congress Party
gave way to traditional alignments by caste, creed, and ethnicity leading to the founding
of a plethora of small, regionally based political parties.

The final months of the Rao-led government in the spring of 1996 were marred by
several major political corruption scandals, which contributed to the worst electoral
performance by the Congress Party in its history. The Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) emerged from the May 1996 national elections as the single-largest party in

the Lok Sabha but without a parliamentary majority. Under Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee, the subsequent BJP coalition lasted only 13 days. With all political parties
wishing to avoid another round of elections, a 14-party coalition led by the Janata Dal
formed a government known as the United Front, under the former Chief Minister of
Karnataka, H.D. Deve Gowda. His government collapsed after less than a year, when the
Congress Party withdrew his support in March 1997. Inder Kumar Gujral replaced Deve
Gowda as the consensus choice for Prime Minister at the head of a 16-party United Front

coalition.

In Novembér 1997,> the Congress Pafty again withdrew support from the United Front. In
new elections in February 1998, the BJP won the largest number of seats in Parliament--
182--but fell far short of a majority. On March 20, 1998, the President approved a BJP-

led coalition government with Vajpayee again serving as Prime Minister. On May 11 and
13, 1998, this government conducted a series of underground nuclear tests, spurring U.S.

President Clinton to impose economic sanctions on India pursuant to the 1994 Nuclear
Proliferation Prevention Act. :

In April 1999, the BJP-led coalition government fell apart, leading to fresh elections in
September. The National Democratic Alliance--a new coalition led by the BJP--won a
majority to form the government with Vajpayee as Prime Minister in October 1999.

The Kargil conflict in 1999 and an attack by terrorists on the Indian Parliament in
December 2001 led to increased tensions with Pakistan. In February 2002, 57 Hindu
volunteers returning from Ayodhya were burnt alive when their train caught fire.
Alleging that the fire was caused by Muslim attackers, anti-Muslim rioters throughout the
state killed over 900 people and left 100,000 homeless. This led to accusations that the
BJP-led state government had not done enough to contain the riots, or arrest and
prosecute the rioters. Hindu nationalists supportive of the BJP agitated to build a temple
on a disputed site in Ayodhya, destroying a 17th century mosque there in December
1992, and sparking widespread religious riots in which thousands, mostly Muslims, were

killed.

The ruling BJP-led coalition was defeated in a five-stage election held in April and May
0f 2004, and a Congress-led coalition, known as the United Progressive Alliance (UPA),
took power on May 22 with Manmohan Singh as Prime Minister. The UPA’s victory was
attributed to dissatisfaction among poorer rural voters that the prosperity of the cities had
not filtered down to them, and rejection of the BJP’s Hindu nationalist agenda.

The Congresséled UPA government has continued many of the BJP’s foreign policies,
particularly with regard to better relations with the U.S. Prime Minister S’ingh and
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President Bush concluded a landmark U.S.-India framework agreement on strategic
partnership on July 18, 2005, and both countries are now working to implement this

historic understanding.

GOVERNMENT

According to its Constitution, India is a "sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic
 republic." Like the United States, India has a federal form of government. However, the

central government in India has greater power in relation to its states, and has adopted a

British-style parliamentary system.

The government exercises its broad administrative powers in the name of the president,
‘whose duties are largely ceremonial. A special electoral college elects the president and
vice president indirectly for 5-year terms. Their terms are staggered, and the vice

president does not automatically become president following the death or removal from

office of the president.

‘Real national executive power is centered in the Council of Ministers (Cabinet), led by
the prime minister. The president appoints the prime minister, who is designated by
legislators of the political party or coalition commanding a parliamentary majority in the
Lok Sabha (lower house). The president then appoints subordinate ministers on the
advice of the prime minister.

India's bicameral Parliament consists of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Lok
Sabha (House of the People). The Council of Ministers is responsible to the Lok Sabha.

The legislatures of the states and union territories elect 233 members to the Rajya Sabha,
and the president appoints another 12. The members of the Rajya Sabha serve 6-year
terms, with one-third up for election every 2 years. The Lok Sabha consists of 545
members, who serve 5-year terms; 543 are directly elected, and two are appointed.

India's independent judicial system began under the British, and its concepts and
procedures resemble those of Anglo-Saxon countries. The Supreme Court consists of a
chief justice and 25 other justices, all appointed by the president on the advice of the

prime minister.

India has 28 states* and 7 union territories. At the state level, some legislatures are
bicameral, patterned after the two houses of the national parliament. The states' chief
ministers are responsible to the legislatures in the same way the prime minister is
responsible to Parliament.

* Each state also has a presidentially appointed governor, who may assume certain broad
powers when directed by the central government. The central government exerts greater
control over the union territories than over the states, although some territories have

“gained more power to administer their own affairs. Local governments in India have less

- autonomy than their counterparts in the United States. Some states are trying to revitalize
the traditional village councils, or panchayats, to promote popular democratic
participation at the village level, where much of the population still lives. Over half a
million panchayats exist throughout India.
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Principal Government Officials -
President--A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

Vice President--Bhairon Singh Shekhawat

Prime Minister--Dr. Manmohan Singh

Home Minister--Shivraj Patil

Minister of External Affairs--Dr. Manmohan Singh
Minister of State (External Affairs)--E. Ahamed
Ambassador to the U.S.--Ronen Sen

Ambassador to the UN--Nirupam Sen

India maintains an embassy in the United States at 2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20008 (tel. 202-939-7000, fax 202-265-4351, email }
indembwash@indiagov.org) and consulates general in New York, Chicago, Houston, and
San Francisco. The embassy’s web site is http://www.indianembassy.org/.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS ' :

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh took office on May 22, 2004 after an April/May 2004
general election in which a Congress-led coalition of 12 parties called the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) emerged with the largest number of Lok Sabha seats. Six
additional parties did not join the government, but provided support. The inability of
Congress to return to power on its own reflects the ongoing transition in Indian politics
away from historical domination by the national-based Congress Party toward coalitions
including smaller, narrower-based regional parties. This process has been underway for
more than a decade and is likely to continue in the future, with smaller parties aligning
with either the Congress or the BJP to form the central government. '

Emerging as the nation’s single largest party in the April/May 2004 Lok Sabha election,
Congress currently leads a coalition government under Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.
Party President Sonia Gandhi was re-elected by the Party National Executive in May
2005. She is also a Member of Parliament and heads the Congress delegation in the Lok
Sabha. Congress prides itself as a secular, left of center party, and has been the
historically dominant political party in India. Although its performance in national
elections had steadily declined during the last 12 years, its surprise victory in 2004, was a .
result of recruiting strong allies into the UPA, the anti-incumbency factor among voters,
and its courtship of many poor, rural and Muslim voters. The political fortunes of the
Congress suffered badly in the 1990s as major groups in its traditional voters were lost to
emerging regional and caste-based parties, such as the Bahujan Samaj Party and the
Samajwadi Party, but have rebounded since its ascension to power in New Delhi in May
2004. 1t currently rules either directly or in coalition with its allies in 14 states. In
November 2005, the Congress regained the Chief Ministership of Jammu and Kashmir
state, under a powersharing agreement.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led by L.K. Advani, holds the second-largest number
of seats in the Lok Sabha. Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee serves as
Chairman of the BJP Parliamentary Party, and former Deputy Prime Minister LK.
Advani is Leader of the Opposition. The Hindu-nationalist BJP draws its political
strength mainly from the "Hindi Belt" in the northern and western regions of India.

Source: www.state.gov -




The party holds power in the states of Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, and Orissa--in coalition with the Biju Janata Dal. Popularly viewed as the
~party of the northern upper caste and trading communities, the BJP made strong inroads

into lower castes in recent national and state assembly elections. The party must balance
the competing interests of Hindu nationalists, (who advocate construction of a temple on
a disputed site in Ayodhya, and other primarily religious issues), and center-right
modernizers who see the BJP as a party of economic and political reform.

" Four Communist and Marxist parties are united in a bloc called the "Left Front," which
controls 59 parliamentary seats. The Left Front rules the state of West Bengal and
participates in a governing coalition in Kerala. Although it has not joined the
‘government, Left Front support provides the crucial seats necessary for the UPA to retain
power in New Delhi; without its support, the UPA government would fall. It advocates a
secular and Communist ideology and opposes many aspects of economic liberalization
and globalization, resulting in dissonance with Prime Minister Singh’s liberal economic
approach. ’

The next general election is scheduled for 2009.

ECONOMY

India's population is estimated at nearly 1.1 billion and is growing at 1.6% a year. It has

the world's 12th largest economy--and the third largest in Asia behind Japan and China--

with total GDP of around $691 billion. Services, industry and agriculture account for

50.8%, 27.2%, and 22.0% of GDP respectively. Nearly two-thirds of the population

~ depends on agriculture for its livelihood. About 25% of the population lives below the
poverty line, but there is a large and growing middle class of 320-340 million with

disposable income for consumer goods.

India is continuing to move forward with market-oriented economic reforms that began in
1991. Recent reforms include liberalized foreign investment and exchange regimes,
industrial decontrol, significant reductions in tariffs and other trade barriers, reform and
modernization of the financial sector, significant adjustments in government monetary
and fiscal policies, and safeguarding intellectual property rights. '

Real GDP growth for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2005 was 6.9%, down from 8.5%
growth in the previous year. Growth for the year ending March 31, 2006 is expected to be
between 7-7.6%. Foreign portfolio and direct investment inflows have risen significantly
in recent years. They have contributed to the $144 billion in foreign exchange reserves at
the end October 2005. Government receipts from privatization were about $3 billion in
fiscal year 2003-04.

However, economic growth is constrained by inadequate infrastructure, a cumbersome
bureaucracy, corruption, labor market rigidities, regulatory and foreign investment
controls, the "reservation" of key products for small-scale industries, and high fiscal
deficits. The outlook for further trade liberalization is mixed. India eliminated quotas on
1,420 consumer imports in 2002 and has announced its intention to continue to lower
customs duties. However, the tax structure is complex, with compounding effects of
“various taxes.

Source: www.s-tate.gov




The United States is India's largest trading partner. Bilateral trade in 2004 was $21.7
billion. Principal U.S. exports are diagnostic or lab reagents, aircraft and parts, advanced
machinery, cotton, fertilizers, ferrous waste/scrap metal, and computer hardware. Major
U.S. imports from India include textiles and ready-made garments, Internet-enabled
services, agricultural and related products, gems and jewelry, leather products, and

- chemicals. o ‘

The rapidly growing software sector is boosting service exports and modernizing India's
economy. Revenues from the information technology industry reached a turnover of
$16.2 billion in 2004-05. Software exports crossed $17.2 billion in 2004-05, and a similar
growth is expected in FY 2005-06. Personal computer penetration is 9 per 1,000 persons.
The cellular mobile market is expected to surge to over 70 million subscribers by fiscal
year ending 2005 from the present 67 million users. The country has 54 million cable TV

~ customers.

The United States is India's largest investment partner, with a 17% share. India's total
inflow of U.S. direct investment is estimated at $3.8 billion in 2004. Proposals for direct
foreign investment are considered by the Foreign Investment Promotion Board and
generally receive government approval. Automatic approvals are available for
investments involving up to 100% foreign equity, depending on the kind of industry.
Foreign investment is particularly sought after in power generation, telecommunications,
ports, roads, petroleum exploration/processing, and mining. ‘

India's external debt was $123 billion in 2004, up from $111 billion in 2003. Bilateral
assistance was approximately $4 billion in 2004-05, with the United States providing
about $134.7 million in development assistance. The World Bank plans to double aid to
India to almost $3 billion a year, with focus on infrastructure, education, health, and rural

livelihoods.

DEFENSE _
The supreme command of the Indian armed forces is vested in the President of India. The

policy concerning India’s defense, and the armed forces as a whole, is formulated and
confirmed by the Union Cabinet. The Cabinet, headed by the Prime Minister, consists of
ministers, one of whom holds the portfolio of defense and is known as the Defence

Minister.

The Defence Committee of the Cabinet takes decisions on all matter of policy concerning
defense. That committee consists of the Prime Minister, the Defence Minister, the Home
Minister, the Finance Minister, and the Transport & Communications Minister.

Jointness is coming to the Indian armed forces. There is a position Chief of Integrated

Service Command that looks after the integration of the defense services under the -

proposed Chief of Defence Staff plan. A Joint Integrated Defence Staff supports this

organization with elements from the three services and various departments in the
‘Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of External Affairs.

The Indian Army numbers over 1.1 million strong and fields 34 divisions. Its primary
task is to safeguard the territorial integrity of the country against external threats. The
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Army has been heavily committed in the recent past to counterterrorism operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, as well as in the Northeast. Its current modernization program
focuses on obtaining equipment to be used in combating terror. The Army will often find
itself providing aid to civil authorities and assisting the government in organizing relief
operations.

The Indian Navy is by far the most capable navy in the region. They currently operate
one aircraft carrier with two on-order, 14 submarines, and 15 major surface combatants.
The navy is capable of projecting power within the Indian Ocean basin and occasionally
operates in the South China Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Arabian Gulf. Fleet
introduction of the Brahmos cruise missiles and the possible lease of nuclear submarines
from Russia will add significantly to the Indian Navy’s flexibility and striking power.
The Navy’s primary missions are the defense of India and of India’s vital sea lines of
communication. India relies on the sea for 90% of its oil and natural gas and over 90% of

_ its foreign trade.

Although small, the Indian Coast Guard has been expanding rapidly in recent years.
Indian Navy officers typically fill top-Coast Guard positions to ensure coordination
between the two services. India’s Coast Guard is responsible for control of India’s huge
exclusive economic zone.

The Indian Air Force is in the process of becoming a viable 21% century western-style
force through modernization and new tactics. Force modernization is key in this
_revolution, with the likes of new SU-30MKI becoming the backbone of a power
projection capability. Other significant modernization efforts include the induction of a
~ new advanced jet trainer (BAE Hawk) and the indigenously produced advanced light
helicopter (Dhruv). ' ‘

~ FOREIGN RELATIONS
- India's size, population, and strategic location give it a prominent voice in international

affairs, and its growing industrial base, military strength, and scientific and technical

" capacity give it added weight. It collaborates closely with other developing countries on
issues from trade to environmental protection. The end of the Cold War dramatically
affected Indian foreign policy. India remains a leader of the developing world and the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), and hosted the NAM Heads of State Summit in 1997.

" India is now also seeking to strengthen its political and commercial ties with the United
States, Japan, the European Union, Iran, China, and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations. India is an active member of the South Asia Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). ‘ ’

India has always been an active member of the United Nations and now seeks a
permanent seat on the UN Security Council. India has a long tradition of participating in
UN peacekeeping operations and most recently contributed personnel to UN operations
in Somalia, Cambodia, Mozambique, Kuwait, Bosnia, Angola, and El Salvador.

Bilateral and Regional Relations
Pakistan. India and Pakistan have been locked in a tense rivalry since the partition of the
subcontinent upon achieving independence from Great Britain in 1947. The principal
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source of contention has been Kashmir, whose Hindu Maharaja at that time chose to join
India, although a majority of his subjects were Muslim. India maintains that his decision
and the subsequent elections in Kashmir have made it an integral part of India. This
dispute triggered wars between the two countries in 1947 and 1965 and the Kargil
conflict in 1999. :

In December 1971, following a political crisis in what was then East Pakistan and the
flight of millions of Bengali refugees to India, Pakistan and India again went to war. The
brief conflict left the situation largely unchanged in the west, where the two armies
reached an impasse, but a decisive Indian victory in the east resulted in the creation of
Bangladesh. - ’ :

Since the 1971 war, Pakistan and India have made only slow progress toward
normalization of relations. In July 1972, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and
Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto met in the Indian hill station of Simla. They
signed an agreement by which India would return all personnel and captured territory in
the west and the two countries would "settle their differences by peaceful means through
bilateral negotiations.” Diplomatic and trade relations were re-established in 1976.

After the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, new strains appeared in India-Pakistan
relations; Pakistan supported the Afghan resistance, while India implicitly supported
Soviet occupation. In the following 8 years, India voiced increasing concern over
Pakistani arms purchases, U.S. military aid to Pakistan, and Pakistan's nuclear weapons
program. In an effort to curtail tensions, the two countries formed a joint commission. In
December 1988, Prime Ministers Rajiv Gandhi and Benazir Bhutto concluded a pact not
to attack each other's nuclear facilities. Agreements on cultural exchanges and civil
aviation also were initiated.

In 1997, high-level Indo-Pakistani talks resumed after a 3-year pause. The Prime
Ministers of India and Pakistan met twice, and the foreign secretaries conducted three
rounds of talks. In June 1997 at Lahore, the foreign secretaries identified eight
"outstanding issues" around which continuing talks would be focused. The dispute over
the status of Jammu and Kashmir, an issue since partition, remains the major stumbling
block in their dialogue. India maintains that the entire former princely state is an integral
part of the Indian union, while Pakistan insists that UN resolutions calling for self-
determination of the people of the state must be taken into account. ‘

In September 1997, the talks broke down over the structure of how to deal with thé issues

* of Kashmir and peace and security. Pakistan advocated that separate working groups treat

each issue. India responded that the two issues be taken up along with six others on a
simultaneous basis. In May 1998 India, and then Pakistan, conducted nuclear tests.
Attempts to restart dialogue between the two nations were given a major boost by the

- February 1999 meeting of both Prime Ministers in Lahore and their signing of three

agreements. These efforts were stalled by the intrusion of Pakistani-backed forces into
Indian-held territory near Kargil in May 1999 (that nearly turned into full scale war), and
by the military coup in Pakistan that overturned the Nawaz Sharif government in October
the same year. In July 2001, Mr. Vajpayee and General Pervez Musharraf, leader of
Pakistan after the coup, met in Agra, but talks ended after 2 days without result.
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* After an attack on the Indian Parliament in December 2001, India-Pakistan relations
cooled further as India accused Pakistanis of being involved in the attacks. Tensions
-~ increased, fueled by killings in Jammu and Kashmir, peaking in a troop buildup by both
- sides in early 2002. . '

" Prime Minister Vajpayee’s April 18, 2003 speech in Srinagar (Kashmir) revived bilateral
‘efforts to normalize relations. In November 2003, Prime Minister Vajapyee and President
Musharraf agreed to a ceasefire, which still holds, along the line of control in Jammu and
Kashmir. After a series of confidence building measures, Prime Minister Vajpayee and
President Musharraf met on the sidelines of the January 2004 SAARC summit in
Islamabad and agreed to commence a Composite Dialogue addressing outstanding issues
between India and Pakistan, including Kashmir. The UPA government has continued the
- Composite Dialogue with Pakistan.

_ In February 2004, India and Pakistan agreed to restart the "2+6" Composite Dialogue

* formula, which provides for talks on Peace and Security and Jammu and Kashmir,
followed by technical and Secretary-level discussions on six other bilateral disputes:

- Sjachen Glacier, Wuller Barrage/Tulbul Navigation Project, Sir Creek, Terrorism and
Drug Trafficking, Economic and Commercial cooperation and the Promotion of Friendly
Exchanges in various fields. Foreign Secretary-level discussions took place in June,
which generated modest progress, and the two sides agreed to schedule a further set of
meetings in July and August. The restart of the Composite Dialogue process is especially
significant, given the almost six years that transpired since the two sides agreed to this 'v
formula in 1997-98.

Following the October 2005 earthquake in Kashmir, the two governments coordinated
relief efforts and opened access points along the Line-of-Control to allow relief supplies
" to flow from India to Pakistan and to allow Kashmiris from both sides to visit one

another.

'SAARGC. Certain aspects of India's relations within the subcontinent are conducted
through the SAARC. Its members are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Established in 1985, SAARC encourages cooperation in
agriculture, rural development, science and technology, culture, health, population
control, narcotics, and terrorism.

SAARC has intentionally stressed these "core issues" and avoided more divisive political

issues, although political dialogue is often conducted on the margins of SAARC
meetings. In 1993, India and its SAARC partners signed an agreement gradually to lower
tariffs within the region. Forward movement in SAARC had slowed because of the
tension between India and Pakistan, and the SAARC summit scheduled for 1999 was not
held until January 2002. In addition to the boost to the process of normalizing India’s
relationship with Pakistan, the January 2004 SAARC summit in Islamabad produced an
agreement to establish a South Asia Free Trade Area. SAARC members will reduce
tariffs on intra-regional trade over a period of 8 years following the ratification of the

-~ accord, with least developed countries allowed the most time to adjust.
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China. Despite suspicions remaining from a 1962 border conflict between India and
China and continuing territorial/boundary disputes, Sino-Indian relations have improved
gradually since 1988. Both countries have sought to reduce tensions along the frontier,

‘expand trade and cultural ties, aﬁ’d‘normalize relations.

A series of high-level visits between the two nations has helped to improve relations. In
December 1996, Chinese President Jiang Zemin visited India on a tour of South Asia.
While in New Delhi, he signed, with the Indian Prime Minister, a series of confidence-
building measures along the disputed border, including troop reductions and weapons
limitations. . ~ ‘

Continuing the trend of friendly relations, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao invited Prime
Minister Vajpayee to visit China in June 2003. They recognized the common goals of
both countries and made the commitment to build a "long-term constructive and
cooperative partnership” to peacefully promote their mutual political and economic goals
without encroaching upon their good relations with other countries. In Beijing, Prime
Minister Vajpayee proposed the designation of special representatives to discuss the
border dispute at the political level, a process that is still under way.

Former Soviet Union. The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the emergence of
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) had major repercussions for Indian
foreign policy. India’s formerly substantial trade with the former Soviet Union
plummeted after the Soviet collapse and has yet to recover. Longstanding military supply
relationships were similarly disrupted due to questions over financing, although Russia
continues to be India's largest supplier of military systems and spare parts.

Russia and India have decided not to renew the 1971 Indo-Soviet Peace and Friendship
Treaty and have sought to follow what both describe as a more pragmatic, less
ideological relationship. Russian President Yeltsin's visit to India in January 1993 helped
cement this new relationship. The pace of high-level visits has since increased, as has
discussion of major defense purchases. UPA leader Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister

- Singh visited Russia in July 2005.

U.S.-INDIA RELATIONS

The United States has undertaken a transformation in its relationship with India based on
the conviction that U.S. interests require a strong relationship with India. The two
countries are the largest democracies, committed to political freedom protected by
representative government. India is also moving toward greater economic freedom. The
two have a common interest in the free flow of commerce, including through the vital
seas lanes of the Indian Ocean. They also share an interest in fighting terrorism and in
creating a strategically stable Asia.

Differences remain, including over India’s nuclear weapons programs and over the pace
of India’s economic reforms. But while in the past these concerns may have dominated
U.S. thinking about India, today the U.S. starts with a view of India as a growing world
power with which it shares common strategic interests. Through a strong partnership with
India, the two countries can best address differences and shape a dynamic future.
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In late September 2001, President Bush lifted the sanctions that were imposed under the
terms of the 1994 Nuclear Proliferation Prevention Act following India's nuclear tests in
May 1998. The nonproliferation dialogue initiated after the 1998 nuclear tests has
bridged many of the gaps in understanding between the countries. President Bush met
Prime Minister Vajpayee in November 2001, and the two leaders expressed a strong
interest in transforming the U.S.-India bilateral relationship. High-level meetings and
concrete cooperation between the two countries increased during 2002 and 2003. In
January 2004, the U.S. and India launched the Next Steps in Strategic Partnership
- (NSSP), both a milestone in the transformation of the bilateral relationship and a
blueprint for its further progress.

In July 2005, President Bush hosted Prime Minister Singh in Washington, DC. The two

" leaders announced the successful completion of the NSSP, as well as other agreements
which will help further enhance cooperation in the areas of civil nuclear, civil space, and
‘high-technology commerce. Other initiatives announced at this meting include: an U.S.-

" India Economic Dialogue, Fight Against HIV/AIDS, Disaster Relief, Technology

Cooperation, Democracy Initiative, a Knowledge Initiative for Agriculture, a Trade
Policy Forum, and an Energy Dialogue.

Principal U.S. Embassy Officials
Ambassador--David C. Mulford

" Deputy Chief of Mission--Robert O. Blake
Public Affairs--Michael H. Anderson
Political Affairs--Geoffrey R. Pyatt
Economic Affairs--Lee H. Brudvig
Scientific Affairs--vacant

Commercial Affairs--John Peters

* Agricultural Affairs--Chad Russell
Management Affairs--James Forbes
Consular Affairs--William Bartlett
USAID Mission Director--George Deikun

Consuls General :

Mumbai (formerly Bombay)--Michael S. Owen
Kolkata (formerly Calcutta)--Henry Jardine
Chennai (formerly Madras)--David Hopper

The U.S. Embassy in India is located on Shantipath, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021
(tel. 91-11-2419-8000; fax: 91-11-24190017, website http:/newdethi.usembassy.gov).
Embassy and consulate working hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Visa
application hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

*This number includes the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir. "fhe United States

considers all of the former princely state of Kashmir to be disputed territory. India,
Pakistan, and China each control parts of Kashmir.
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NOTE
Travel: Please consult Consular Affairs.
Business Information: Please consult the Department of Commerce.

TRAVEL AND BUSINESS INFORMATION

The U.S. Department of State's Consular Information Program provides Consular
Information Sheets, Travel Warnings, and Public Announcements. Consular
Information Sheets exist for all countries and include information on entry
requirements, currency regulations, health conditions, areas of instability, crime and
security, political disturbances, and the addresses of the U.S. posts in the country. Travel
Warnings are issued when the State Department recommends that Americans avoid
travel to a certain country. Public Announcements are issued as a means to disseminate
information quickly about terrorist threats and other relatively short-term conditions
overseas that pose significant risks to the security of American travelers. Free copies of
this information are available by calling the Bureau of Consular Affairs at 202-647-5225
or via the fax-on-demand system: 202-647-3000. Consular Information Sheets and Travel
Warnings also are available on the Consular Affairs Internet home page:
http://travel.state.gov. Consular Affairs Tips for Travelers publication series, Wthh
contain information on obtaining passports and planning a safe trip abroad, are on the
Internet and hard copies can be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, telephone: 202-512-1800; fax 202-512-2250.

,Emergency information concerning Americans traveling abroad may be obtained from
the Office of Overseas Citizens Services at (202) 647-5225. For after-hours emergencies,
Sundays and hohdays call 202-647-4000.

The Natlonal Passport Information Center (NPIC) is the U.S. Department of State s
single, centralized public contact center for U.S. passport information. Telephone: 1-877-
4USA-PPT (1-877-487-2778). Customer service representatives and operators for
TDD/TTY are available Monday-Frlday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Eastern Time, excluding
federal holidays.

Travelers can check the latest health information with the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia. A hotline at 877-FYI-TRIP (877-394-8747)
and a web site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel/index.htm give the most recent health
advisories, immunization recommendations or requirements, and advice on food and
drinking water safety for regions and countries. A booklet entitled Health Information for
International Travel (HHS publication number CDC-95-8280) is available from the U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, tel. (202) 512-1800.

Information on travel conditions, visa requirements, currency and customs regulations,
legal holidays, and other items of interest to travelers also may be obtained before your
departure from a country's embassy and/or consulates in the U.S. (for this country, see
"Principal Government Officials" listing in this publication).

- U.S. citizens who are long-term visitors or traveling in dangerous areas are encouraged to

register their travel via the State Department’s travel registration web site at
https://travelregistration. state gov or at the Consular section of the U.S. embassy upon
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arrival in a country by filling out a short form and sending in a copy of their passports.
This may help family members contact you in case of an emergency.
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Thursday February 9, 2006
"~ U.S. Department of State

* Bureau of Consular Affairs
Washington, DC 20520

- Consular Information Sheet

El

Please click on this link to read important information you should see before you travel
abroad

This information is current as of today, Thu Feb 09 10:32:29 2006.

India

Americans planning travel to India should read Intemational Adoptidn India available on the
' Department of State web site at http://travel.state.gov

August 24, 2005

COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: India is the world's largest democratic republic. Itis a
country with a very diverse population, geography and climate. Tourist facilities varying
in degree of comfort and amenity are widely available in the major population centers
and main tourist areas. Read the Department of State Background Notes on India at
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn for additional information. .

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: U.S. citizens require a passport and visa to enter
and exit India for any purpose. Visitors, including those on official U.S. government
business, must obtain visas at an Indian Embassy or Consulate abroad prior to entering
the country as there are no provisions for visas upon arrival. Those arriving without a
visa are subject to immediate deportation. The U.S. Embassy and Consulates in India are
unable to assist when U.S. citizens arrive without visas. Each visitor should carry
photocopies of the face page of the traveler’s U.S. passport and the page which contains
the Indian visa in order to facilitate obtaining new U.S. passports from the U.S. Embassy
or Consulate and exit visas from the Indian government, in the event of theft or loss of
the passport.

Foreign citizens whose primary purpose of travel is to participate in religious activities
should obtain a missionary visa rather than a tourist visa. Indian immigration authorities
have deported American citizens who were conducting religious activities while holding
a tourist visa.

é



-Foreign citizens who visit India to study, do research, work or act as missionaries, as well
as all travelers planning to stay more than 180 days are required to register within 14 days
of arrival with the Foreigners Regional Registration Office where they will be staying.
FRRO maintains offices in New Delhi, Mumbai (Bombay), Chennai (Madras), Kolkata
(Calcutta), and Amritsar. In smaller cities and towns, the local police headquarters will
normally perform this function. The address and telephone number of each major FRRO
office can be found at
‘http://www.airportsindia.org.in/aai/immigration/immigration.htm. General information
regarding Indian visa and immigration rules can be found at the Indian Ministry of Home

- Affairs website for its Bureau of Immigration at http://www.immigrationindia.nic.in .

For the most current information on entry and exit requirements, please contact the
Embassy of India at 2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20008,
telephone (202) 939-9849 or 939-9806 or the Indian Consulates in Chicago, New York,
San Francisco, or Houston or http://www.indianembassy.org. Outside the United States,
inquiries should be made at the nearest Indian embassy or consulate. A list of Indian
consulates and embassies can be found at http://passport.nic.in/missions.htm.  See our
Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information on India and other countries.

For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of
international child abduction, read our information at _
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html. For Customs Information see
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html.

SAFETY AND SECURITY: Some terrorist groups are active in India. In recent years,
there have been occasional terrorist bombing incidents in various parts of India. These
‘bomb blasts have occurred in public places as well as on public transportation, such as
trains and buses, in markets and in other public areas, resulting in deaths or injuries.
There were two significant terrorist incidents in northern India in July 2005. On July 5,
‘suspected Islamic militants attacked a disputed religious site at Ayodhya in the state of
Uttar Pradesh, resulting in the deaths of five persons, and on July 28, unidentified
terrorists exploded a bomb on a train in Uttar Pradesh bound for New Delhi, killing
thirteen passengers. In October 2004, over 35 people were killed in separate bombing
_incidents in a train station and market in Dimapur, capital of the Northeastern state of

- Nagaland. In 2003, terrorists set off several bombs in Mumbai (Bombay), including on
public transportation, at a public market and at the Gateway of India, a popular tourist
destination, leaving over 50 people dead and 160 injured. The motive for these blasts has
not been clearly established. U.S. citizens were not specifically targeted or injured in any
of these attacks. However, U.S. citizens have been killed and injured during past acts of
indiscriminate violence. Anti-Western terrorist groups, some of which are on the U.S.

- government's list of foreign terrorist organizations, are believed to be active in India.
‘Therefore, U.S. citizens should exercise particular vigilance when in the vicinity of
government installations, visiting tourist sites, or attending public events throughout
India. In particular, the disputed region of Kashmir in the state of Jammu and Kashmir
has experienced an inordinate number of terrorist incidents, including several bombings
in the capital city of Srinagar.




~ Visitors should exercise caution when swimming in open waters along the Indian

coastline, particularly during the monsoon season. Every year, several people in Goa,
Mumbai and other areas drown due to the unusually strong undertow. It is important for
visitors to heed warnings posted or advised at beaches and avoid swimming altogether -

- during the monsoon season.

Demonstrations can occur spontaneously and pose risks to travelers' personal safety and
disrupt transportation systems and city services. In response to such events, Indian
authorities occasionally impose curfews and/or restrict travel. Political rallies and
demonstrations in India have the potential for violence, especially immediately preceding
and following elections. U.S. citizens are urged to avoid demonstrations and rallies. In
addition, religious and inter-caste violence occasionally occurs unpredictably. In early
2002, violent clashes between Hindus and Muslims in Gujarat resulted in at least 950
deaths according to official figures. While such violence rarely targets foreigners, mobs
have attacked Indian Christian workers.

Missionary activity has aroused strong reactions in some areas -- usually rural -- and in
January 1999, a mob murdered an Australian missionary and his son in the eastern state -
of Orissa. In January 2003, a visiting U.S. citizen was attacked in Kerala by Hindu
activists who accused him of preaching to the local community. The principal risk for
foreigners is that they could become inadvertent victims. A similar incident occurred in
June 2005, when residents of a Mumbai suburb attacked three American tourists
participating in a Christian prayer meeting.

U.S. citizens should read local newspapers and contact the U.S. Embassy or the nearest
U.S. Consulate for further information about the current situation in areas where they
wish to travel.

During the Dassera and the Diwali festivals, U.S.-citizen travelers to Calcutta and Eastern
India should exercise additional caution. Large and sometimes unruly crowds gather on
these holidays, especially in the immediate vicinity of the Pandals (elaborately decorated
temporary structures). Such concentrations heighten the risk of petty theft, accidental
injury, groping, and crowd disturbances. Transportation, even for emergency purposes, is
more difficult during the holiday season, and travelers may become disoriented amidst
large, flowing crowds. The United States Consulate General in Calcutta is available to
assist U.S. citizens in emergencies, should they arise.

AREAS OF INSTABILITY:

Jammu and Kashmir: The Department of State recommends that U.S. citizens avoid
travel to the state of Jammu and Kashmir, with the exception of visits to the Ladakh
region and its capital, Leh. A number of terrorist groups operate in the state, and security
forces are active throughout the region, particularly along the Line of Control (LOC)
separating Indian and Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, and are visible in the primary tourist
destinations in the Kashmir Valley — Srinagar, Gulmarg and Pahalgam.



Since 1989, as many as 60,000 people (terrorists, security forces, and civilians) have been
killed in the Kashmir conflict, including approximately 700 civilians in 2004 alone.
Many terrorist incidents take place in the state’s summer capital of Srinagar, but the
majority occurs in rural areas. Foreigners are particularly visible, vulnerable, and
definitely at risk.

Occasionally, even the Ladakh region of the state has been affected by terrorist violence,
but incidents there are rare. The last such case was in 2000, when terrorists in Ladakh's
Zanskar region killed a German tourist. The Indian government prohibits foreign tourists
from visiting the Kargil area of Ladakh along the LOC. U.S. Government employees are
prohibited from traveling to the state of Jammu and Kashmir without permission from the
U.S. Embassy in New Delhi. ’

In 1999, the terrorist organization Harakat-ul Mujahideen issued a ban on U.S. citizens,
including tourists, visiting Kashmir, but has not followed up on this threat. In 1995, the
terrorist organization Al Faran kidnapped six Western tourists, including two U.S.
citizens, who were trekking in Kashmir valley. One of the hostages was brutally
murdered, another escaped, and the other four -- including one U.S. citizen -- have never
been found. Srinagar has also been the site of a great deal of violence, including car
bombings, market bombings, hand-grenade attacks that miss their targets and kill or
injure innocent bystanders, and deaths resulting from improvised (remote-controlled)
explosive devices (IEDs). In the early to mid-1990s, several tourists, including at least
one U.S. citizen, were fatally shot or wounded in Srinagar. The 2002 state elections were
- marred by multiple terrorist attacks that killed some 800 people, a large percentage of
- whom were innocent civilians. Some terrorist violence also marred the national
parliamentary polls in April/May 2004.

‘India-Pakistan Border: The State Department recommends that U.S. citizens avoid
travel to border areas between India and Pakistan, including within the states of Gujarat,
Punjab, and Rajasthan, and the entire state of Jammu and Kashmir. A ceasefire along the
Line of Control (LOC) in Kashmir began on November 26, 2003 and a dialogue between
the two countries aimed at easing tensions continues. Both India and Pakistan maintain a
strong military presence on both sides of the LOC. The only official India-Pakistan
border crossing point is in the state of Punjab between Atari, India, and Wagah, Pakistan.
A Pakistani visa is required to enter Pakistan. The border crossing is currently open.
However, travelers are advised to confirm the current status of the border crossing prior
to commencing travel.

Both India and Pakistan claim an area of the Karakoram mountain range that includes the
Siachen glacier. The ceasefire in Kashmir that took effect in November 2003 has also
been in effect on the glacier. U.S. citizens traveling to or climbing peaks in the disputed
areas face significant risks. The disputed area includes the following peaks: Rimo Peak;
Apsarasas I, II, and III; Tegam Kangri I, IT and IIT; Suingri Kangri; Ghiant I and II; Indira
Col; and, Sia Kangri.




Travelers may check with the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi for information on current
conditions. (Please see the section on Registration/Embassy and Consulate Locations
below.)

Northeast States: Sporadic incidents of violence by ethnic insurgent groups, including
the bombing of buses and trains, are reported from parts of Assam, Manipur, Nagaland,
Tripura, and Meghalaya, most recently in October of 2004 when over 35 people were
killed in separate bombing incidents in a train station and market in Dimapur, capital of
the state of Nagaland. While U.S. citizens have not been specifically targeted, visitors are
cautioned not to travel outside major cities at night. Security laws are in force, and the
central government has deployed security personnel to several Northeast states. Travelers
may check with the U.S. Consulate in Calcutta for information on current conditions.
(Please see the section on Registration/Embassy and Consulate Locations below.)

East Central and Southern India: Left-wing Maoist extremist groups called
"Naxalites" are active in the region and U.S. citizens should exercise appropriate caution.
The Naxalites have a long history of conflict with state and national authorities, including
attacks on police and government officials. The Naxalites have not specifically targeted
U.S. citizens, but have attacked symbolic targets that have included American companies.
Groups claiming to be Naxalites have blackmailed American organizations, and in one
instance a small bomb that exploded at an American corporation's production site was
thought to have been part of an extortion plot. Two Naxalite groups, The Maoist
Communist Center of India (MCCI), and the People’s War Group (PWG) were added to
the list of “Other Terrorist Organizations™ in the U.S. State Department Publication,
“Patterns of Global Terrorism 2003.” They merged in October 2004 into one
organization under one leadership, and regional affiliates are active in the states of
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Chhattisgarh, Bihar and West Bengal.

Restricted Area: Advance permission is required from the Indian Government (from
Indian diplomatic missions abroad) or for U.S. citizens currently in India, from the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in New Delhi, to visit the states of Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, parts.of Kulu district and the Spiti district of
Himachal Pradesh, border areas of Jammu and Kashmir, some areas of Uttaranchal, the
area west of National Highway No. 15 running from Ganganagar to Sanchar in
Rajasthan, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and the Union Territory of the Laccadives
Islands (Lakshadweep). In addition, U.S. citizens who visit the Tibetan Colony in
Mundgod, Karnataka, must obtain a permit from MHA before visiting. U.S. citizens may
contact the MHA at: +91-11-2469-3334 or 2301-3054 (begin by dialing 011 if calling
from the United States). Tourists should exercise caution while visiting Mahabillipuram.
The Indira Gandhi Atomic Research Center, Kalpakkam, is located directly adjacent to
the site and is not clearly marked as a restricted and dangerous area.

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor
the Department’s Internet web site at http:/travel.state.gov where the current Travel
Warnings and Public Announcements, including the Worldwide Caution Public
Announcement, can be found.




Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-
4747 toll free in the U.S., or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll-line at
1-202-501-4444, These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time,
Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own
personal security while traveling overseas. For general information about appropriate
measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the
Department of State’s pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety 1747.html.

-CRIME: Petty crime, especially theft of personal property, is common, particularly on
trains or buses throughout the country. Pickpockets can be very adept, and women have
reported having their bags snatched, purse-straps cut or the bottom of their purses slit
without their knowledge. Theft of U.S. passports is quite common, particularly in major

‘tourist areas and on overnight trains. Violent crime, especially directed against
foreigners, has traditionally been at relatively low levels, although in recent years there
has been an apparent increase in violent attacks directed against foreign tourists,
including robbery, murder, and sexual assault. These attacks have mainly been directed
at women traveling alone, but men have also been victimized. U.S. citizens, particularly
women, are cautioned not to travel alone in India. So-called “Eve Teasing” or verbal and
sometimes physical harassment of single Indian women is not unusual. There have been
more reports in the past year of foreign women being harassed in this manner. Because
U.S. citizens' purchasing power is comparatively large relative to that of the general
population, travelers also should always exercise modesty and caution in their financial
dealings in India to reduce the chance of being a target for robbery or other serious
crime. Gangs and criminal elements operate in several major cities in India and have
sometimes targeted unsuspecting businessmen for ransom. Visitors are strongly
cautioned not to travel alone and to be aware of their environment and belongings,
especially when taking night trains or buses.

~ Major airports, train stations and tourist sites are often used by touts (confidence men)
and scam artists looking to prey on visitors, often by creating a distraction. Taxi drivers
and others, including train porters, may solicit travelers with "come-on" offers of cheap
transportation and/or hotels. Travelers accepting such offers have often found themselves
the victims of scams, including offers to assist with “necessary” transfers to the domestic
airport, disproportionately expensive hotel rooms, unwanted "tours" to houseboats in
Kashmir, unwelcome "purchases," and even threats when the tourists try to decline to

pay.

Visitors to Mumbai should be extremely vigilant when traveling along the roads leading
from the domestic and international airports. Locals and foreigners alike, including
American citizens, have reported being robbed while traveling along these roads. In most
cases, the victim took a taxi whose driver was complicit in the robbery. In other cases,
men traveling on motorcycles stopped the traveler’s vehicle or taxi while en route from
the airport, demanding money and/or the traveler’s luggage before driving off.




There are several ways a traveler arriving at a major airport in India can avoid these
incidents: (1) While it may be common in other countries, travelers in India should never
board a taxi holding existing passengers, nor should the traveler allow the taxi driver to
pick up additional passengers while en route. If a taxi driver tells you that the other
passenger is a personal friend or family member, exit the taxi and seek another taxi
before departing the airport grounds. (2) Many hotels offer free and secure
transportation to/from the airport. Take advantage of this service when possible. (3) If
traveling for business, ask your company to arrange a private car to transport you
between the airport and your hotel. (4) If you must travel to/from the airport by taxi,
arrange a fixed-price taxi with one of the private taxi services that have offices inside the
airport terminal. Travelers are encouraged to ask for the taxi’s registration number and
compare it with the number of the actual vehicle being used. The murder and robbery of
an Australian woman traveling alone in a pre-paid taxi contracted at the New Delhi '
airport in early 2004 demonstrates the need to exercise caution and to be sure that such
taxis are properly licensed. '

Travelers should also exercise care when hiring transportation and/or guides and use only
well-known travel agents to book trips. Some scam artists have lured travelers by
displaying their name on a sign when they leave the airport. Another popular scam is to
drop money or to squirt something on the clothing of an unsuspecting traveler and during
the distraction to rob them of their valuables. Individual tourists have also been given
drugged drinks or tainted food to make them more vulnerable to theft, particularly at train
stations. Even food or drink purchased in front of the traveler from a canteen or vendor
could be tainted. To protect against robbery of personal belongings, it is best not to
accept food or drink from strangers.

Some vendors sell rugs or other expensive items that may not be of the quality promised.
Travelers should deal only with reputable businesses and should not give their credit
cards or money unless they are certain that goods being shipped to them are the goods
they purchased. If a deal sounds too good to be true, it is best avoided. Most Indian
states have official tourism bureaus set up to handle travelers’ complaints. The internet
addresses for these offices are available at http://www.tourismofindia.com/foot/links.htm.

Travelers should be aware of a number of other scams that have been perpetrated against
foreign travelers, particularly in Goa and the Jaipur area. The scams generally target
younger travelers and involve suggestions that money can be made by privately
‘transporting gems or gold (both of which can result in arrest) or by taking delivery abroad
of expensive carpets, supposedly while avoiding customs duties. The scam artists
describe profits that can be made upon delivery of the goods.

Most schemes require that the traveler first put up a "deposit" to either show "sincerity"
or as a "down payment" or as the "wholesale cost." In other cases, the scam artists stage
phone calls to the traveler from persons posing as “customs agents,” claiming that the
package has been intercepted and that the traveler must pay an exorbitant customs fee in
order to avoid arrest. All travelers are strongly cautioned that the schemes invariably
result in the traveler being fleeced. The "gems" or "gold" are always fake, and if they



were real, the traveler could be subject to arrest. Such schemes often pull the
unsuspecting traveler in over the course of several days and begin with a new "friend"
who offers to show the traveler the sights so that the "friend can practice his English."
Offers of cheap lodgings and meals also can place the traveler in the physical custody of
the scam artist and can leave the traveler at the mercy of threats or even physical
coercion.

While violent crime involving U.S. citizens is relatively rare in India, in recent years two
U.S. citizens were murdered in the Haridwar/Rishikesh region of Uttaranchal state.
Several other foreigners have also been attacked in Uttaranchal. In addition, an American
citizen was found murdered in 2003 on the Ahmedabad-Mumbai highway. Crime and
violence have also increased in the popular hiking and rafting destination of Kulu/Manali,
where the number of foreign backpackers and tourists has been growing and where drugs
- are readily available, but can occur in any part of India. Foreigners are the targets of
criminal activities primarily because of the disproportionately large sums of money they
“are thought to carry.
U.S. citizens should be aware that there have been unconfirmed reports of inappropriate
sexual behavior by a prominent local religious leader at an ashram or religious retreat
located in Andhra Pradesh. Most of the reports indicate that the subjects of these
approaches have been young male devotees, including a number of U.S. citizens.

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME: If you are the victim of a crime while
overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy
or Consulate for assistance. The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to
find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends and explain how funds
could be transferred. Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely
the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the
local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed. Victims of a crime in
TIndia, including loss or theft of a passport, should obtain a copy of the police report
(called an “FIR” or “First Incident Report”) from local police at the time of reporting the
incident. A copy of this report is helpful for insurance purposes in replacing lost
valuables, and is required by the Indian Government in order to obtain an exit visa to
leave India in the event of a lost or stolen passport.

See our information on Victims of Crime at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html.

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION: Adequate to excellent
medical care is available in the major population centers, but is usually very limited or
unavailable in rural areas. Visitors to India should pay special attention to safe food and
water precautions, and steps the traveler can take to avoid contracting malaria. Visitors
planning to hike in the mountainous areas of northern India should pay attention to the
risk of altitude illness.

Indian health régulations require all travelers arriving from Sub-Saharan Africa or other
yellow-fever areas to have evidence of vaccination against yellow fever. Travelers who




do not have such proof are subject to immediate deportation or a six-day detention in the
yellow-fever quarantine center. U.S. citizens who transit through any part of sub-Saharan
Africa, even for one day, are advised to carry proof of yellow fever immunization.

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water
precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-
394-8747) or via the CDC’s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel. For information
about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en. Further health information for travelers is
available at http://www.who.int/ith. ‘

MEDICAL INSURANCE: The Department of State strongly urges Americans to
consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm
whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such
as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_twi/cis/cis_1470.html.

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS: While in a foreign country, U.S.
citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United
States. The information below concerning India is provided for general reference only,
and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance.

Travel by road in India is dangerous. A number of U.S. citizens have suffered fatal
traffic accidents in recent years. Travel at night is particularly hazardous. Buses,
patronized by hundreds of millions of Indians, are convenient in that they serve almost
every city of any size. However, they are usually driven fast, recklessly, and without
consideration for official rules of the road. Accidents are quite common. Trains are
somewhat safer than buses, but train accidents still occur more frequently than in
developed countries. x

In order to drive in India, one must have either a valid Indian drivers’ license or a valid
international drivers’ license. Because of difficult road and traffic conditions, many
Americans who visit India choose to hire a local driver.

On Indian roads, the safest driving policy is to assume that other drivers will not respond
to a traffic situation in the same way you would in the United States. For instance, buses
and trucks often run red lights and merge directly into traffic at yield points and traffic
circles. Cars, auto-rickshaws, bicycles and pedestrians behave only slightly more
cautiously. Indian drivers tend to look only ahead and often consider themselves
responsible only for traffic in front of them, not behind or to the side. Frequent use of
one's horn or flashing of headlights to announce one’s presence is both customary and
wise. It is usually preferable to have a licensed experienced driver who has a "feel" for
road and driving conditions.



Outside major cities, main roads and other roads are poorly maintained and congested.
Even main roads often have only two lanes, with poor visibility and inadequate warning
markers. On the few divided highways one can expect to meet local transportation
traveling in the wrong direction, often without any lights on. Heavy traffic is the norm
and includes (but is not limited to) overloaded trucks and buses, scooters, pedestrians,
bullock and camel carts, horse or elephant riders en route to weddings, and free-roaming
livestock. Traffic in India moves on the left. It is important to be alert while crossing
streets and intersections, especially after dark as traffic is coming in the “wrong”
direction (i.e., from the left). Travelers should remember to use seatbelts in both rear and
front seats where available, and to ask their drivers to maintain a safe speed.

1If a driver hits a pedestrian or a cow, the vehicle and its occupants are at risk of being
attacked by passersby. Such attacks pose significant risk of injury or death to the
vehicle's occupants or at least of incineration of the vehicle. It can thus be unsafe to
remain at the scene of an accident of this nature, and drivers may instead wish to seek out
the nearest police station.

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety 1179.html. Visit the website of India’s
national tourist office at http://www.tourismofindia.com for information concerning
Indian driver’s permits, vehicle inspection, road tax and mandatory insurance.

Emergency Numbers: The following emergency numbers work in New Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Calcutta:

Police 100
~Fire Brigade 101
Ambulance 102 (Note that this number often does not work in Calcutta).

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) has assessed the Government of India as being in compliance with ICAO
international aviation safety standards for oversight of India’s air carrier operations. For
more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s internet web site at http://www.faa.gov/.

Civil aircraft have been detained a number of times for deviating from approved flight
plans. U.S. citizens piloting civil aircraft in India must file any changes to previous flight
plans with the appropriate Indian authorities and may not over-fly restricted airspace.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: In 2003, India passed a bill that allows persons of
Indian origin in sixteen countries (subsequently extended to almost all countries),
including the United States, to apply for a form of dual citizenship known as “Overseas
Citizens of India” (OCI). The government recently announced that the process for a
person to become an OCI will be launched on August 15, 2005 or shortly thereafter.
However, many specific details regarding what rights and obligations apply to a person
who applies for OCI status have yet to be clarified. Presently, the Government of India
offers a special visa for “Persons of Indian Origin” (PIO). It is contemplated that OCI
status will be similar to PIO status. At present, the PIO card allows a person to enter and




exit the country without a visa for almost any purpose for any period of time, without the
requirement of registering with immigration authorities. However, PIOs cannot vote in
Indian elections, and are also subject to other restrictions, such as the ability to own
certain types of real property in India. The Embassy understands that similar restrictions
may apply to OCIs. The Indian government has indicated that a person who applies for.
OCI status will not be required to take an oath of allegiance to India. Accordingly, at this
time, it is not clear whether an OCI would legally be considered a “national” of India.
Information on how to apply for PIO or OCI status can be found on the Indian Embassy’s
website at http://www.indianembassy.org/consular/index.htm.

Any person who is considered to have dual nationality as a citizen of both India and the
U.S is subject to all Indian laws. Moreover, a dual national also may be subject to other
laws and regulations that impose special obligations on Indian citizens, such as taxation.
In some instances such as arrest, dual nationality may hamper U.S. Government efforts to
provide assistance abroad. Additional general information about dual nationality is
available at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa tw/cis/cis_1753.html.

A number of U.S.-citizen men who have come to India to marry Indian nationals have
been arrested and charged with crimes related to dowry extraction. Many of the charges
stem from the U.S. citizen's inability to provide an immigrant visa for his prospective
spouse to travel immediately to the United States. The courts sometimes order the U.S.
citizen to pay large sums of money to his spouse in exchange for the dismissal of
charges.  The courts normally confiscate the American’s passport, and he must remain in
India until the case has been settled. There are also cases of U.S.-citizen women of
Indian descent whose famlhes force them against their will into marriages to Indian
nationals.

Foreign visitors planning to engage in religious proselytizing are required by the 1956
Foreigners Act to have a "missionary” visa. A 1995 Central Government order defines
"inappropriate" religious activity to include speaking at religious meetings to which the
general public is invited. Foreigners with tourist visas who engage in missionary activity
are subject to deportation and possible criminal prosecution. The states of Tamil Nadu,
Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh have additional legislation regulating
conversion from one religious faith to another. U.S. citizens intending to engage in
missionary activity may wish to seek legal advice regarding this legislation.

Indian customs authorities enforce strict regulations concerning temporary importation
into or export from India of items such as firearms, antiquities, electronic equipment,
currency, 1vory, gold objects, and other prohibited materials. Even transit passengers
require permission from the Government of India to bring in such items. Those not
complying risk arrest and/or fine and confiscation of these items. If charged with any
alleged legal violations by Indian law enforcement, it is recommended that an attorney
review any document prior to signing. The Government of India requires the registration
of antique items with the local police along with a photograph of the item. It is advisable
to contact the Embassy of India in Washington or one of India's consulates in the United
States for specific information regarding customs requirements. In many countries



around the world, counterfeit and pirated goods are widely available. Transactions
involving such products are illegal and bringing them back to the United States may
result in forfeitures and/or fines.

Indian customs authorities encourage the use of an ATA (Admission
Temporaire/Temporary Admission) Carnet for the temporary admission of professional
equipment, commercial samples, and/or goods for exhibitions and fair purposes. ATA
Carnet Headquarters, located at the U.S. Council for International Business, 1212 Avenue
of the Americas, New York, NY 10036, issues and guarantees the ATA Carnet in the
United States. For additional information call (212) 354-4480, e-mail
atacarnet@uscib.org, or visit http://www.uscib.org for details.

Please see our information on customs regulations at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES: While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that
country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the
United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S.
law. For example, certain comments or gestures towards women or about religion that
are legal in the United States may be considered a criminal violation in India, subjecting
the accused to possible fines or imprisonment.

Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar
offenses. Persons violating Indian laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or
imprisoned. Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in India are
severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines. Engaging
“inillicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a
foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States. For more information,
please refer to http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467.html.

CHILDREN'S ISSUES: For information on international adoption of children and
international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website at
http://travel.state.gov/family/family 1732.html.

REGISTRATION/EMBASSY AND CONSULATE LOCATION: Americans living
or traveling in India are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy or
‘Consulate through the State Department’s travel registration website,
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs, and to obtain updated information on travel and
security within India. Americans without Internet access may register directly with the
nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. By registering, American citizens make it easier for
the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency. When calling from the
United States, begin by dialing 011.

The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi is located at Shanti Path, Chanakyapuri 110021;
telephone +91-11-2419-8000; fax




+91-11-2419-8407. The Embassy's Internet home page address is
http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov.

The U.S. Consulate General in Mumbai (Bombay) is located at Lincoln House, 78

“Bhulabhai Desai Road, 400026, telephone +91-22-2363-3611; fax +91-22-23 63-0350.

The Internet home page address is http://mumbai.usconsulate.gov.

The U.S. Consulate General in Calcutta (now often called Kolkata) is at 5/1 Ho Chi Minh

Sarani, 700071; telephone
+91-33-2282- 3611 through -3615; fax +91-33-2282- 2335 The Internet home page

address is http://calcutta.usconsulate.gov.

The U.S. Consulate General in Chennai (Madras) is at 220 Anna Salai, Gemini Circle,
600006; telephone +91-44-2811-2000; fax +91-44-2811-2027. The Internet home page
address is http://chennai.usconsulate.gov.

*® %k k

This replaces the Consular Information Sheet for India dated February 1, 2005, to update
sections on Entry/Exit Requirements, Safety and Security, Crime, Information for
Victims of Crime, Traffic Safety and Road Conditions, Special Circumstances, and
Registration/Embassy and Consulate Location.

This site is managed by the Bureau of Consular Affairs, U.S. Department of State.
External links to other Internet sites should not beconstrued as an endorsement of the
views contained therein. Copyright Information Disclaimers




India Rupee 44.25 = U.S. $

India Rupee to U.S. Dpllars U.S. Dollars to India Rupee
India Rupee us.$ - us.$ India Rupee
5.00 0.11 0.10 4.43
15.00 0.34 0.25 11.06
25.00 0.56 0.55 24.34
35.00 0.79 0.75 33.19
4425 1.00 1.00 44.25
100.00 226 2.00 88.50
250.00 5.65 5.00 221.25
500.00 11.30 10.00 442.50
1,000.00 122.60 » 20.00 885.00
2,500.00 56.50 50.00 2,212.50
5,000.00 - 112.99 100.00 4,425.00

NOTE: AllU.S. dollar values are rounded to the nearest U.S. cent. The value
of the India Rupee fluctuates daily according to currency market conditions.

February 2006
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Pakistan

President — Perez MUSHARRAF

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance —
Shaukat AZIZ

Minister of Foreign Affairs — Mian
Khurshid Mahmood KASURI

Minister of Defense — Rao Sikandar
IQBAL

Ambassador to US - Jahangir
KARAMAT

Chief of Protocol — Nazir HUSSAIN




PAKISTAN - GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

President

Prime Minister |

Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
‘Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min,
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.
Min.

of Commerce

of Communication

of Defense

of Defense Production

of Education

of Environment

of Finance

of Foreign Affairs

of Health

of Housing & Works

of Industries & Production

of Information & Broadcasting
of Information Technology

of Interior '
of Kashmir Affairs & Northern Areas

Pervez MUSHARRAF, Gen.
Shaukat AZIZ

Humayun Akhtar KHAN
Muhammad Shamim SIDDIQUI
Rao Sikandar IQBAL
Habibullah Khan WARRAICH
Javed ASHRAF

Tahir IQBAL

Shaukat AZIZ

Mian Khurshid Mahmood KASURI
Mohammad Naseer KHAN
Safwanullah SYED

Jehangir Khan TAREEN

Sheikh RASHID Ahmed

Awais Ahmad Khan LEGHARI
Aftab Ahmed Khan SHERPAO
Makhdoom Faisal Saleh HAYAT

of Labor, Manpower, & Overseas Pakistanis Ghulam Sarwar KHAN

of Law, Justice, & Human Rights
of Local Govt. & Rural Development
of Narcotics Control

of Parliamentary Affairs

of Petroleum & Natural Resources
of Population Welfare

of Ports & Shipping

of Privatization & Investment

of Railways

of Religious Affairs

of Science & Technology

Mian Khurshid Mahmood KASURI
Abdur Razzag THAHEEM
Ghaus MAHAR

 Sher Afghan Khan NIAZI

Amanullah Khan JADOON
Chaudhry Shahbaz HUSSAIN
Babar Khan GHAURI

Abdul Hafeez SHAIKH

Mian Shamim HAIDER

Ijaz ul-HAQ

Nurez SHAKUR

Source: www.cia.gov - Chiefs of State and Cabinet Members of Foreign Governments



Min. of Sports & Culture Muhammad Ajmal KHAN
Min. of States & Frontier Regions Yar Muhammad RIND
Min. of Textiles Mushtaq Ali CHEEMA
Min. of Tourism Ghazi Gulab JAMAL
Min. of Water & Power Liaquat Ali JATOI

Min. of Women's Development Zobaida JALAL

Attorney General Makhdoom Ali KHAN
Govemor, State Bank Shamshad AKHTAR
Ambassador to the US Jehangir KARAMAT

Permanent Representative to the UN, New York Munir AKRAM

Source: www.cia.gov - Chiefs of State and Cabinet Members of Foreign Governments




PAKISTAN - QUICK FACTS

Islamabad

Capital 33°40' N 73°10' E

Karachi (also financial

Largest city capital)

- Official language(s) Urdu, English

Government Federal republic
President Pervez Musharraf
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
Independence From the United Kingdom
- Declared 1947-08-14

- Republic 1956-03-23

Area

* Total 803,940 km? (34th)

» Water (%) 3.1

Population

* 2005 est. 162,419,946 (6th)

* Density 202/km? (38th)

GDP (PPP) 2004 estimate

» Total $360.8 billion (26th)

* Per capita $2567 (135th)

HDI (2003) 0.527 (135th) — medium
Currency Rupee (Rs.) (PKR)

Time zone PST (UTC+5:00)

* Summer (DST) not observed (UTC+5:00)
Internet TLD .pk

Calling code +92




OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL

PAKISTAN

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES

GENERAL

Official Name: Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Common Name: Pakistan

Chief of State: President Perez Musharraf
Head of Govt.: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
Capital: Islamabad "
Currency: Pakistani Rupee (PKR)

Covering 310,401 square miles (803,940 square kilometers), Pakistan is about the same
size as Texas and Oklahoma combined. Northern Pakistan has some of the world's
highest mountains, including K2 in the Karakoram range. South of Islamabad (the
capital), the country is mostly flat. Most people live in the fertile Indus River Valley,
which runs through the country's center. Territory is divided between the Northern Areas,
Federally Administered Tribal Areas, and four provinces (Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan, and
the North-West Frontier Province).

Earthquakes are common in the mountains of Pakistan, and the Indus can flood during
the rainy season (July—August). With the exception of the highlands, the climate is
usually hot. Winter temperatures average about S0°F (10°C).

The principal cities of Pakistan and their populations are:

e Islamabad (15,196,000)

e Karachi (14,000,000)

e Lahore (5,000,000)
Pakistan has four major ethnic groups. Punjabi is the largest, comprising about 65 percent
of the population. The other three groups are the Sindhi, Baluchi, and Pashtuns (also
called Pakhtuns). Pakistan is also home to Muhajir (immigrants from India and their

descendants) and a large population of Afghan refugees, most of whom live in camps on
the border.
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PAKISTAN

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES

(continued)

GREETINGS

Introductions:

Friendly, though somewhat formal greetings:
e Assalaam alaiku — May peace be upon you.
Reply: Waalaikum assalaam — And peace also upon you.
e Formal greetings in English are perfectly acceptable.

e A handshake is the most common greeting.

e It is inappropriate for a man to shake hands with or touch a woman who is not his
close relative; however, he may greet a man's wife verbally without looking

directly at her.

e Verbal greetings often include lengthy inquiries about one's health and family;
men might place the right hand over the heart during this part of the greeting. It is

often considered too forward to ask directly about a man’s wife.

e Use of the left hand is considered offensive when passing things to others. Use the

right hand for such transactions.

Titles:

e For formal greetings or first-time introductions, Pakistanis prefer to use titles and
last names. They use first names for friends and relatives. They occasionally use
titles and first names, indicating nothing more than an unfamiliarity with

American last names.

GESTURES

e It is not proper for the bottom of one's foot or shoe to point at another person.

Therefore, people often squat or sit with both feet on the ground.

e Male friends may walk hand in hand in public, but it is inappropriate for a man to

hold hands with a woman.




¢

PAKISTAN

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES
(continued)

DINING

In large groups, men and women eat in separate areas.

It is customary to socialize before a meal and then to leave soon after the meal is
finished.

The mainstay of the Pakistani diet is chapati. Also called roti, it is an unleavened
bread similar to pita bread.

Pakistani food generally is hot and spicy, and curry is one of the most popular
spices. There are significant regional differences in cuisine. For example, while
curries and heavy spices prevail in the south, barbecuing is more common in the
north.

Islamic law forbids the consumption of pork and alcohol, and there are strict civil
laws regarding the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages.

Pillau (lightly fried rice with vegetables) and biryani (rice with meat and spices)
are two customary dishes. Kheer is a type of rice pudding.

Tipping is usual in restaurants. Ten percent is normal. In many other situations,
amounts are rounded up. Small bills are often discreetly handed to persons who
helped move bags, clean up, etc.

LANGUAGE

Many languages are spoken in Pakistan, due to the diversity of ethnic groups and the
great difference between dialects in a single language. English is an official language and
is used by the government and educated elite. It is also taught in school. Urdu, the other
official language, is being encouraged as a replacement for English; it is also the nation's
unifying language. While only 8 percent of the population speaks Urdu as a native
tongue, most people speak it in addition to their own language. Regional languages and
dialects are used within each province. Major languages correlate with the ethnic groups:
Punjabi, Sindhi, Baluchi, Pashtu, and so forth.




PAKISTAN

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES

(continued)

RELIGION

The force uniting the diverse peoples of Pakistan is Islam, the state religion. About 97
percent of Pakistanis are Muslims. Most of these (77 percent) are Sunni Muslims, while
the remainder are Shi‘a (Shi'ite) Muslims. Islam pervades every facet of a Pakistani's life,
from birth to death, and people believe their destiny is subject to the will of Allah (God).
Muslims accept major biblical prophets from Adam to Jesus, but they hold Muhammad
as the last and greatest of Allah's prophets. Muslims believe in a resurrection and a final
judgment but do not accept Jesus as the son of Allah. The Qur'an (Koran) is composed of
Allah's revelations given to Muhammad by the angel Gabriel and is the chief scripture of
Islam. Christians comprise about 2 percent of the population, and a small Hindu
community also exists in Pakistan. Freedom of worship is guaranteed, but non-Muslims
vote separately from Muslims. Non-Muslim candidates are elected to parliament under a
special quota system.

OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS

e Pakistan Day (March 23)

e Labor Day (May 1)

e Independence Day (August 14)

e Defense of Pakistan Day (Sept. 6)

e Anniversary of the Death of Quaid-e-Azam - Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the nation's
founder (September 11)

e Allama Igbal Day (Nov. 9)
¢ Birth of Quaid —e-Azam (Dec. 25)

Islamic holidays are determined according to the lunar calendar. The most important
include Eid-ul-Fitr, the three-day feast at the end of the holy month of Ramadan; Eid-ul-
Azha (Feast of the Sacrifice), which commemorates Abraham's willingness to sacrifice
his son, as well as the haj (pilgrimage) to Makkah, Saudi Arabia; and Eid-i-Milad-un-
Nabi, the birth of the prophet Muhammad. During Ramadan evenings, many towns
sponsor fairs and other celebrations.




Ryan C. Crocker

Ambassador

Ryan Crocker was confirmed as Ambassador to Pakistan in October 2004. He served

previously as the International Affairs Advisor at the National War College, where he
joined the faculty in 2003. From May to August 2003, he was in Baghdad as the first

Director of Governance for the Coalition Provisional Authority.

He was Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs from August 2001 to
May 2003, and served previously as Ambassador to Syria (1998-2001), Ambassador to
Kuwait (1994-1997) and Ambassador to Lebanon (1990-1993). Since joining the Foreign
Service in 1971, he also has had assignments in Iran, Qatar, Iraq and Egypt, as well as
Washington. He was assigned to the American Embassy in Beirut during the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the bombings of the embassy and the Marine barracks

in 1983.

He grew up in an Air Force family, attending schools in Morocco, Canada and Turkey, as
well as the U.S. He received a B.A. in English in 1971 and an honorary Doctor of Laws
degree in 2001 from Whitman College (Washington). He is married to Christine Barnes,
a retired Foreign Service secretary. They met in Baghdad in 1979.

Ambassador Crocker received the Presidential Distinguished Service Award in 1994, the
Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished Civilian Service in 1997 and the
Presidential Meritorious Service Award in 1999 and 2003. He also holds the State ,
Department Distinguished Honor Award, Award for Valor, three Superior Honor Awards
and the American Foreign Service Association Rivkin Award. In January 2002, he was
sent to Afghanistan to reopen the American Embassy in Kabul. He subsequently received
the Robert C. Frasure Memorial Award for "exceptional courage and leadership" in
Afghanistan. In September 2004, President Bush conferred on him the personal rank of
Career Ambassador, the highest in the Foreign Service.



PAKISTAN BACKGROUND NOTES

OFFICIAL NAME:
Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Geography

Area: 803,943 sq. km. (310,527 sq mi. ) almost twice the size of Cahforma

Cities: Capital--The city of Islamabad (pop. 800,000) and adjacent Rawalpindi (1,406,
214) comprise the national capital area with a combined population of 3.7 million. Other
cities--Karachi (11,624,219) (2005 est.), Lahore (6,310,888) (2005 est.), Faisalabad
(1,977,246) and Hyderabad (1,151,274).

People '

Nationality: Noun and adjective--Pakistan(i).

Population (2005 est.): 162,419.946.

Annual growth rate (2005 est.): 2.03%.

Ethnic groups: Punjabi, Sindhi, Pushtun, Baloch, Muhajir (i.e., Urdu-speaking
immigrants from India and their descendants), Saraiki, and Hazara.

Religions: Muslim 97%; small minorities of Christians, Hindus, and others.
Languages: Urdu (national and official), English, Punjabi, Sindhi, Pushtu, Baloch,
Hindko, Brahui, Saraiki (Punjabi variant).

Education: Literacy (2003)--45 7%; male 59.8%; female 30.6%. Unofficial estimates are
as low as 35%.

Health: Infant mortality rate (2005 est.)--72.44/1,000. Life expectancy (2005 est.)--men
62.04 yrs., women 64.01 yrs. ’

Work force (2004): Agrzculture--42%, services--38%; industry--20%.

Government

Type: Parliamentary democracy.

Independence: August 14, 1947.

Branches: Executive--president (chief of state), pnme minister (head of government)
Legislative--Bicameral Parliament or Majlis-e-Shoora (100-seat Senate, 342-seat
National Assembly). Judzczal—-Supreme Court, provincial high courts, Federal Islamic (or
Shari'a) Court.

Political parties: Pakistan Muslim League (PML), Pakistan People's Party (PPP),
Muttahid Majlis-e-Amal (umbrella group) (MMA), Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM), and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N).

Suffrage: Universal at 18.

Political subdivisions: 4 pro{'inces; also the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and the

Source: www.state.gov



- Pakistani-administered portion of the disputed Jammu and Kashmir region (Azad
Kashmir and the Northern Areas). '

Economy

GDP (2004 est.): PPP $347.3 billion.

Real annual growth rate (2004): 6.1%.

Per capita GDP (2004): PPP $2,200.

Natural resources: Arable land, natural gas, limited oil, substantial hydropower potential,
. coal, iron ore, copper, salt, limestone.

Agriculture: Products--wheat, cotton, rice, sugarcane, eggs, fruits, vegetables, milk, beef,

mutton.

Industry: Types--textiles & apparel, food processing, pharmaceuticals, construction

‘materials, shrimp, fertilizer, and paper products.

Trade (2004): Exports4—$15.()7 billion: textiles (garments, bed linen, cotton cloth, and

yarn), rice, leather goods, sports goods, carpets, rugs, chemicals & manufactures. Major

partners--U.S. 21.3%, United Arab Emirates 9.8%, UK. 7.1%, Germany 5.2%, Hong

Kong 4.2%, Saudi Arabia 4.1%. Imports--$14.01 billion: petroleum, petroleum products,

machinery, plastics, paper and paper board, transportation equipment, edible oils, pulses,

iron and steel, tea. Major partners--China 10.8%, U.S. 10.2%, United Arab Emirates

9.3%, Saudi Arabia 9.0%, Japan 7.0%, Kuwait 5.3%, Germany 4.2%.

PEOPLE
The majority of Pakistan's population lives in the Indus River valley and in an arc formed
by the cities of Faisalabad, Lahore, Rawalpindi/Islamabad, and Peshawar. Although Urdu
is an official language of Pakistan, it is spoken as a first language by only 8% of the
population; 48% speak Punjabi, 12% Sindhi, 10% Saraiki, 8% Pushtu, 3% Baloch, and
3% other. Urdu, Punjabi, Pushtu, and Baloch are Indo-European languages. English is the
_ other official language, and is widely used in government, the officer ranks of the
military, and in many institutions of higher learning.

HISTORY

Pakistan, along with parts of western India, contains the archeological remains of an
urban civilization dating back 4,500 years. Alexander the Great included the Indus Valley
in his empire in 326 B.C., and his successors founded the Indo-Greek kingdom of Bactria
based in what is today Afghanistan and extending to Peshawar. Following the rise of the
Central Asian Kushan Empire in later centuries, the Buddhist culture of Afghanistan and

- Pakistan, centered on the city of Taxila just west of Islamabad, experienced a cultural
renaissance known as the Gandhara period. '

Pakistan's Islamic history began with the arrival of Muslim traders in the 8th century in
Sindh. The collapse of the Mughal Empire in the 18th century provided an opportunity to
the English East India‘Company to extend its control over much of the subcontinent. The
Sikh adventurer Ranjit Singh carved out a dominion that extended from Kabul to

- Srinagar and Lahore, encompassing much of the northern area of modern Pakistan.
British rule replaced the Sikhs in the first half of the 19th century. In a decision that had
far-reaching consequences, the British permitted the Hindu Maharaja of Kashmir, a Sikh
appointee, to continue in power.

Source: www.state.gov
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Pakistan emerged from an extended period of agitation by Muslims in the subcontinent to
express their national identity free from British colonial domination as well as
domination by what they perceived as a Hindu-controlled Indian National Congress.
Muslim anti-colonial leaders formed the All-India Muslim League in 1906. Initially, the
League adopted the same objective as the Congress--self-government for India within the
British Empire--but Congress and the League were unable to agree on a formula that
would ensure the protection of Muslim religious, economic, and political rights.

Pakistan and Partltlon

The idea of a separate Muslim state emerged in the 1930s. On March 23, 1940,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, leader of the Muslim League, formally endorsed the "Lahore
Resolution," calling for the creation of an independent state in regions where Muslims
constituted a majority. At the end of World War II, the United Kingdom moved with

‘increasing urgency to grant India independence. The Congress Party and the Muslim

League, however, could not agree on the terms for a Constitution or establishing an
interim government. In June 1947, the British Government declared that it would bestow
full dominion status upon two successor states--India and Pakistan, formed from areas in
the subcontinent in which Muslims were the majority population. Under this
arrangement, the various princely states could freely join either India or Pakistan.
Accordingly, on August 14, 1947 Pakistan, comprising West Pakistan with the provinces
of Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, and the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP), and East
Pakistan with the province of Bengal, became 1ndependent East Pakistan later became
the independent nation of Bangladesh.

The Maharaja of Kashmir was reluctant to make a decision on accession to either
Pakistan or India. However, armed incursions into the state by tribesman from the NWFP
led him to seek military assistance from India. The Maharaja signed accession papers in

‘October 1947 and allowed Indian troops into much of the state. The Government of

Pakistan, however, refused to recognize the accession and campaigned to reverse the
decision. The status of Kashmir has remained in dispute.
] : } .

After Independence

With the death in 1948 of its first head of state, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and the
assassination in 1951 of its first prime minister, Liagat Ali Khan, political instability and
economic difficulty became prominent features of post-independence Pakistan. On
October 7, 1958, President Iskander Mirza, with the support of the army, suspended the
1956 Constitution, imposed martial law, and canceled the elections scheduled for January
1959. Twenty days later the military sent Mirza into exile in Britain, and Gen.
Mohammad Ayub Khan assumed control of a military dictatorship. After Pakistan's loss
in the 1965 war against India, Ayub Khan's power declined. Subsequent political and
economic grievances inspired agitation movements that compelled his resignation in
March 1969. He handed over responsibility for governing to the commander in chief of
the army, General Agha Mohammed Yahya Khan who became President and Chief
Martial Law Administrator.

General eleCtions held in December 1970 polarized relations between the eastern and

western sections of Pakistan. The Awami League, which advocated autonomy for the
more populous East Pakistan, swept the East Pakistan seats to gain a majority in Pakistan

Source: www.state.gov




as a whole. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), founded and led by Ayub Khan's former
Foreign Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, won a majority of the seats in West Pakistan, but

the country was completely split with neither major party having any support in the other '

area. Negotiations to form a coalition government broke down, and a civil war ensued.
‘India attacked East Pakistan and captured Dhaka in December 1971, when the eastern
section declared itself the independent nation of Bangladesh. Yahya Khan then resigned
the presidency and handed over leadership of the western part of Pakistan to Bhutto, who
became President and the first civilian Chief Martial Law Administrator.

Bhutto moved decisively to restore national confidence and pursued an active foreign
policy, taking a leading role in Islamic and Third World forums. Although Pakistan did
not formally join the Non-Aligned Movement until 1979, the position of the Bhutto
government coincided largely with that of the non-aligned nations. Domestically, Bhutto
pursued a populist agenda and nationalized major industries and the banking system. In
1973, he promulgated a new Constitution accepted by most political elements and
relinquished the presidency to become prime minister. Although Bhutto continued his
populist and socialist rhetoric, he increasingly relied on Pakistan's urban industrialists and
rural landlords. Over time the economy stagnated, largely as a result of the dislocation
and uncertainty produced by Bhutto's frequently changing economic policies. When
Bhutto proclaimed his own victory in the March 1977 national elections, the opposition
Pakistan National Alliance (PNA) denounced the results as fraudulent and demanded new
elections. Bhutto resisted and later arrested the PNA leadership.

1977-1985 Martial Law

With increasing anti-government unrest, the army grew restive. On July 5, 1977, the
military removed Bhutto from power and arrested him, declared martial law, and
suspended portions of the 1973 Constitution. Chief of Army Staff Gen. Muhammad Zia
ul-Haq became Chief Martial Law Administrator and promised to hold new elections
within 3 months.

Zia released Bhutto and asserted that he could contest new elections scheduled for
‘October 1977. However, after it became clear that Bhutto's popularity had survived his
government, Zia postponed the elections and began criminal investigations of the senior
PPP leadership. Subsequently, Bhutto was convicted and sentenced to death for alleged
‘conspiracy to murder a political opponent. Despite international appeals on his behalf,
Bhutto was hanged on April 6, 1979.

Zia assumed the presidency and called for elections in November. However, fearful ofa
PPP victory, Zia banned political activity in October 1979, and postponed national
elections. :

In 1980, most center and left parties, led by the PPP, formed the Movement for the
Restoration of Democracy (MRD). The MRD demanded Zia's resignation, an end to
martial law, new elections, and restoration of the Constitution, as it existed before Zia's
takeover. In early December 1984, President Zia proclaimed a national referendum for
December 19 on his "Islamization" program. After non-party based polls were held for
the National and Provincial Assemblies in 1985, President Zia appointed Muhammad
‘Khan Junejo as the Prime Minister. He implicitly linked approval of "Islamization” with a

Source: www.state.gov




mandate for his continued presidency. Zia's opponents, led by the MRD, boycotted the
elections. When the government claimed a 63% turnout, with more than 90% approving
the referendum, many observers questioned these figures.

1988-2005 ‘

On August 17, 1988 a plane carrying President Zia, American Ambassador Arnold
Raphael, U.S. Brig. General Herbert Wassom, and 28 Pakistani military officers crashed
on a return flight from a military equipment trial near Bahawalpur, killing all on board. In
accordance with the Constitution, Chairman of the Senate Ghulam Ishaq Khan became
Acting President and announced that elections scheduled for November 1988 would take
place. Elections were held on a party basis. On one side was an eight-party alliance and
on the other, the PPP. The PPP won 94 seats out of 207 and the Islamic Democratic
Alliance (IJI) won 54. Muhammad Khan Junejo lost from his home constituency. The
president was bound to invite the PPP to from the government, but he delayed doing so
for two weeks in order to give the 1JI time to muster the support of other groups.
Ultimately, the pre51dent asked PPP Co-chairperson Benazir Bhutto to form a
government.

The PPP, under Benazir Bhutto's leadership, succeeded in forming a coalition
government with several smaller parties, including the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM).

Differing interpretations of constitutional authority, debates over the powers of the
central government relative to those of the provinces, and the antagonistic relationship
between the Bhutto administration and opposition governments in Punjab and
Balochistan seriously impeded social and economic reform programs. Ethnic conflict,
primarily in Sindh province, exacerbated these problems. A fragmentation in the

‘governing coalition and the military's reluctance to support an apparently ineffectual and

corrupt government were accompanied by a significant deterioration in law and order.

In August 1990, President Khan, citing his powers under the eighth amendment to the
Constitution, dismissed the Bhutto government and dissolved the national and provincial
assemblies. New elections, held in October 1990, confirmed the political ascendancy of
the IJ1. In addition to a two-thirds majority in the National Assembly, the alliance won
control of all four provincial parliaments and enjoyed the support of the military and of
President Khan. Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, as leader of the PML, the most prominent
party in the IJI, was elected prime minister by the National Assembly.

Sharif emerged as the most secure and powerful Pakistani prime minister since the mid-
1970s. Under his rule, the IJ1 achieved several important political victories. The
implementation of Sharif's economic reform program, involving privatization,
deregulation, and encouragement of private sector economic growth, greatly improved
Pakistan's economic performarce and business climate. The passage into law in May
1991 of a Shari'a bill, providing for widespread Islamization, legitimized the IJI
government among much of Pakistani society.

However, Nawaz Sharif was not able to reconcile the different objectives of the 1JI's
constituent parties. The largest religious party, Jamaat-i-Islami (JI), abandoned the

Source: www.state.gov



alliance because of its antagonism to what it regarded as PML hegemony. The regime
was weakened further by the military's suppression of the MQM, which had entered into
coalition with the IJI to contain PPP influence, and allegations of corruption directed at
Nawaz Sharif. In April 1993, President Khan, citing "maladministration, corruption, and
nepotism" and espousal of political violence, dismissed the Sharif government, but the
following month the Pakistan Supreme Court reinstated the National Assembly and the
Nawaz Sharif government. Continued tensions between Sharif and Khan resulted in
governmental gridlock and the Chief of Army Staff brokered an arrangement under
which both the President and the Prime Minister resigned their offices in July 1993.

_ An interim government, headed by Moeen Qureshi, a former World Bank Vice President,
took office with a mandate to hold national and provincial assembly elections in October.
- Despite its brief term, the Qureshi government adopted political, economic, and social
reforms that generated considerable domestic support and foreign admiration.

In the October 1993 elections, the PPP won a plurality of seats in the National Assembly,
and Benazir Bhutto was asked to form a government. However, because it did not acquire
a majority in the National Assembly, the PPP's control of the government depended upon
the continued support of numerous independent parties, particularly the PML/J (Pakistan
Muslim League-Junejo). The unfavorable circumstances surrounding PPP rule--the
imperative of preserving a coalition government, the formidable opposition of Nawaz
Sharif's PML/N (Pakistani Muslim League-Nawaz) movement, and the insecure
provincial administrations--presented significant difficulties for the government of Prime
Minister Bhutto. However, the election of Prime Minister Bhutto's close associate,
Farooq Leghari, as President in November 1993 gave her a stronger power base.

In November 1996, President Leghari dismissed the Bhutto government, charging it with
corruption, mismanagement of the economy, and implication in extrajudicial killings in
‘Karachi. Elections in February 1997, resulted in an overwhelming victory for the PML/N,
and President Leghari called upon Nawaz Sharif to form a government. In March 1997,
‘with the unanimous support of the National Assembly, Sharif amended the Constitution,
stripping the President of the power to dismiss the government and making his power to
appoint military service chiefs and provincial governors contingent on the "advice" of the
Prime Minister. Another amendment prohibited elected members from "floor crossing" or
-voting against party positions. The Sharif government engaged in a protracted dispute
with the judiciary, culminating in the storming of the Supreme Court by ruling party
loyalists and the engineered dismissal of the Chief Justice and the resignation of
President Leghari in December 1997.

The new President elected by Parliament, Rafiq Tarar, was a close associate of the Prime
" Minister. A one-sided, anti-corruption campaign was used to target opposition politicians
and critics of the regime. Similarly, the government moved to restrict press criticism and
‘ordered the arrest and beating of prominent journalists. As domestic criticism of Sharif's
administration intensified, Sharif attempted to replace Chief of Army Staff General
Pervez Musharraf on October 12, 1999, with a family loyalist, Director General of the
Interservice Intelligence Directorate, Lt. Gen. Ziauddin. Although General Musharraf
was out of the country at the time, the army moved quickly to depose Sharif.
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Following the October 12 ouster of the government of Prime Minister Sharif, the
military-led government stated its intention to restructure the political and electoral
systems. On October 14, 1999, General Musharraf declared a state of emergency and
issued the Provisional Constitutional Order (PCO), which suspended the federal and
provincial Parliaments, held the Constitution in abeyance, and designated Musharraf as
Chief Executive. Musharraf appointed an eight-member National Security Council to
function as Pakistan's supreme governing body, with mixed military/civilian appointees;
a civilian Cabinet; and a National Reconstruction Bureau to formulate structural reforms.
On May 12, 2000, Pakistan's Supreme Court unanimously validated the October 1999
coup and granted Musharraf executive and legislative authority for 3 years from the coup
date. On June 20, 2001, Musharraf named himself as president and was sworn in.

After the World Trade Center and the Pentagon were attacked on September 11, 2001,
Musharraf pledged complete cooperation with the United States in its war on terror,
which included locating and shutting down terrorist training camps within its borders,
cracking down on extremist groups and withdrawing support for the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan. In a referendum held on April 30, 2002, Musharraf's presidency was
extended by five more years. The handover from military to civilian rule came with
parliamentary elections in November 2002, and the appointment of a civilian prime
minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali. Having previously promised to give up his army
post and become a civilian president, General Musharraf announced in late 2004 that he
would retain his military role. In August 2004, Shaukat Aziz was sworn in as prime
minister, having won a parliamentary vote of confidence, 191 of 342 votes, in which the
opposition abstained. '

On October 8, 2005 a magnitude 7.6 earthquake struck Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan.
The epicenter of the earthquake was near Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani-
administered Kashmir, and approximately 60 miles north-northeast of Islamabad. An
estimated 75,000 people were killed and 2.5 million people were left homeless. The
disaster of such a huge magnitude galvanized an international rescue and reconstruction
effort in support of the affected region.

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS

Pervez Musharraf has been chief of state since June 20, 2001. A prolonged confrontation
over authority between Parliament and the President ended in December 2002 with a
‘compromise which permitted passage of the Legal Framework Order (LFO) of 2002,
under the terms of which President Musharraf made his pledge to resign his military -
position as Commander-in-Chief in late 2004. In 2004 General Musharraf announced that
he would retain his military role.

The Pakistan Constitution of 1973, amended substantially in 1985 under Zia ul-Haq, was
suspended by the military government in October 1999. It was restored on December 31,
2002. Selected provisions of the Constitution pertaining to changes that President
Musharraf made while the Constitution was suspended remain contested by political
opponents.

The president is chosen for a five-year term by an electoral college consisting of the
Senate, National Assembly, and the provincial assemblies. The prime minister is selected
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by the National Assembly for a four-year term. The bicameral parliament--or Majlis-e-

Shoora--consists of the Senate (100 seats; members are indirectly elected by provincial
assemblies to serve four-year terms) and the National Assembly (342 seats; 60 seats
reserved for women, 10 seats reserved for minorities; members elected by popular vote
- serve four-year terms). Each of the four provinces--Punjab, Sindh, Northwest Frontier,

" and Balochistan--has a Chief Minister and provincial assembly. The Northern Areas,
Azad Kashmir and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) are administered by
the federal government but enjoy considerable autonomy. The cabinet, National Security
Council, and governors serve at the president's discretion.

The judicial system comprises a Supreme Court, provincial high courts, and Federal
Islamic (or Shari'a) Court. The Supreme Court is Pakistan's highest court. The president
appoints the chief justice and they together determine the other judicial appointments.
Each province has a high court, the justices of which are appointed by the president after
conferring with the chief justice of the Supreme Court and the provincial chief justice.
The judiciary is proscribed from issuing any order contrary to the decisions of the
President. Federal Sharia Court hears cases that primarily involve Sharia, or Islamic law.
Legislation enacted in 1991 gave legal status to Sharia. Although Sharia was declared the
law of the land, it did not replace the existing legal code.

The Pakistan Muslim League (PML), Pakistan People's Party (PPP), and Pakistan
Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-N) are national political parties, while the Muttahid
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA)--an umbrella group of six religious parties, including the Jamaat-
il-Islami--gained significant influence during the 2002 election. After those elections, the
Pakistani political system remained highly fragmented, with no group winning a
substantial majority of seats in the national assembly, and religious groups banding
together in the MMA to earn a significant portion of seats for the first time.

According to the constitution, Pakistan is a federation of four provinces: Baluchistan, the
North-West Frontier Province (NWFP), Punjab, and Sindh. Governors appointed by the
president head the provinces. There is also the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA), and the Islamabad Capital Territory, which consists of the capital city of
Islamabad. These areas and territory are under the jurisdiction of the federal government.
The Northern Areas are administered as a de facto "Union Territory" and are treated as an
integral part of Pakistan. The Pakistani-administered portion of the disputed Jammu and
Kashmir region includes Azad Kashmir, a separate and autonomous government that
maintains strong ties to Pakistan.

Principal Government Officials

President--Pervez Musharraf

~ Prime Minister (head of government)--Shaukat Aziz
- Minister of Foreign Affairs--Khurshid Kasuri
Ambassador to the U.S.--Jehangir Karamat
Ambassador to the UN--Munir Akram

Pakistan maintains an embassy in the United States at 3517 International Court NW,
Washington, DC 20008 (tel. 202-243-6500). It has consulates in Los Angeles, New York,
Chicago and Houston.
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NATIONAL SECURITY G

Pakistan has the world's eighth-largest armed forces; which is generally well tramed and
disciplined. However, budget constraints and nation-building duties have reduced
Pakistan's training tempo, which if not reversed, could affect the operational readiness of

~ the armed forces. Likewise, Pakistan has had an increasingly difficult time maintaining

their aging fleet of U.S., Chinese, U.K., and French equipment. While industrial
capabilities have expanded significantly, limited budget resources and sanctions have

 significantly constrained the government's efforts to modernize its armed forces.

Until 1990, the United States provided military aid to Pakistan to modernize its
conventional defensive capability. The United States allocated about 40% of its
assistance package to non-reimbursable credits for military purchases, the third-largest
program behind Israel and Egypt. The remainder of the aid program was devoted to
economic assistance. Sanctions put in place in 1990 denied Pakistan further military
assistance due to the discovery of its program to develop nuclear weapons. Sanctions
were tightened following Pakistan's nuclear tests in response to India's May 1998 tests
and the military coup of 1999. Pakistan has remained a non-signatory of the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty. The events of September 11, 2001, and Pakistan's agreement to
support the United States led to a waiving of the sanctions, and military assistance
resumed to provide spare parts and equipment to enhance Pakistan's capacity to police its
western border and address its legitimate security concerns. In 2003, President Bush
announced that the United States would provide Pakistan with $3 billion in economic and
military aid over 5 years. This assistance package commenced during FY 2005.

ECONOMY
With a per capita GDP of about PPP $2,200, the World Bank considers Pakistan a low-

income country. No more than 45.7% of adults are literate, and life expectancy is about
63 years. The population, currently about 162.4 million, is growing at 2.0% annually.

In 2000, the government made significant macroeconomic reforms. Privatizing Pakistan's
state-subsidized utilities, instituting a world-class anti-money laundering law, cracking
down on piracy of intellectual property, and quickly resolving investor disputes would
aid Pakistan's efforts to improve its investment climate. After September 11, 2001, and
Pakistan's proclaimed commitment to fighting terror, many international sanctions,
particularly those imposed by the United States, were lifted. Pakistan's economic
prospects began to increase significantly due to unprecedented inflows of foreign
assistance at the end of 2001. This trend is expected to continue through 2009. Foreign
exchange reserves and exports grew to record levels after a sharp decline. The
International Monetary Fund recently lauded Pakistan for its commitment in meeting
lender requirements for a $1.3 billion IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility loan,
which it completed in 2004, forgoing the final permitted tranche. The Government of
Pakistan has been successful in issuing sovereign bonds, and has issued $600 million in
Islamic bonds, putting Pakistan back on the investment map. Pakistan's search for
additional foreign direct investment has been hampered by concerns about the security
situation, domestic and regional political uncertainties, and questions about judicial
transparency.
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U.S. assistance has played a key role in moving Pakistan's economy from the brink of
collapse to setting record high levels of foreign reserves and exports, dramatically
lowering levels of solid debt. This encouraged a 6.1% GDP growth in fiscal year 2003-
2004 and a reported GDP increase of over 8% in fiscal year 2004-2005. In 2002, the
United States led Paris Club efforts to reschedule Pakistan's debt on generous terms, and
in April 2003 the United States reduced Pakistan's bilateral official debt by $1 billion. In
2004, approximately $500 million more in bilateral debt was granted. In the second half
of 2004 and first half of 2005 inflation has been a concern, rising above the historic lows
for inflation in 2004.

Low levels of spending in the social services and high population growth have
contributed to persistent poverty and unequal income distribution. The trends of resources
being devoted to socioeconomic development and infrastructure projects have been
improving since 2002, although expenditures remain below global averages. Pakistan's
extreme poverty and underdevelopment are key concerns. The government has reined in
the fiscal mismanagement that produced massive foreign debt, and officials have
committed to using international assistance--including a major part of the $3 billion five-
year U.S. assistance package--to address Pakistan's long-term needs in the health and
education sectors.

The government started pursuing market-based economic reform policies in the early
1980s. These reforms began to take hold in 1988, when the government launched an
ambitious IMF-assisted structural adjustment program in response to chronic and
unsustainable fiscal and external account deficits. The government began to remove
barriers to foreign trade and investment, reform the financial system, ease foreign
exchange controls, and privatize dozens of state-owned enterprises.

Although the economy became more structurally sound, it remained vulnerable to
external and internal shocks, such as in 1992-93, when devastating floods and political
uncertainty combined to depress economic growth sharply. The Asian financial crisis
seriously affected Pakistan's major markets for its textile exports. During the 1980s and
early 1990s, the economy averaged a growth rate of 6% per year, but afterwards growth
‘dwindled until 2002. For example, average real GDP growth from 1992 to 1998 dipped to
4.1% annually. Economic reform also was set back by Pakistan's nuclear tests in May
1998, and the subsequent economic sanctions imposed by the G-7. International default
was narrowly averted by the partial waiver of sanctions and the subsequent reinstatement
of Pakistan's IMF enhanced structural adjustment facility/extended fund facility in early
1999, followed by Paris Club and London Club re-scheduling. After taking power in late
1999, President Musharraf instituted policies to stabilize Pakistan's macroeconomic
situation. Pakistan continues to struggle with these reforms, having mixed success,
especially in reducing its budget and current account deficits.

‘The Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE) enjoyed strong growth from 2003 to early 2005,
before undergoing a market correction of close to 20% of market capitalization in early
2005. KSE’s market capitalization rebounded to all time highs in mid-2005. Regulations
have been implemented targeted at the speculative margins-purchasing that was blamed
for volatility in early 2005. ‘ '
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Agriculture and Natural Resources

Pakistan's principal natural resources are arable land water, hydroelectrlc potential, and
natural gas reserves. About 28% of Pakistan's total land area is under cultivation and is
watered by one of the largest irrigation systems in the world. Agriculture accounts for
about 23% of GDP and employs about 42% of the labor force. The most important crops
are cotton, wheat, rice, sugarcane, fruits, and vegetables, which together account for more
than 75% of the value of total crop output. Despite intensive farming practices, Pakistan
remains a net food importer. Pakistan exports rice, fish, fruits, and vegetables and imports
vegetable oil, wheat, cotton (net importer), pulses, and consumer foods.

The economic importance of agriculture has declined since independence, when its share
of GDP was around 53%. Following the poor harvest of 1993, the government introduced
agriculture assistance policies, including increased support prices for many agricultural

- commodities and expanded availability of agricultural credit. From 1993 to 1997, real

growth in the agricultural sector averaged 5.7% but has since declined to less than 3%.
Agricultural reforms, including increased wheat and oilseed productlon play a central
role in the government's economic reform package. Heavy rains in 2005 provided the
benefit of larger than average cotton, wheat, and rice crops, but also caused damage due
to flooding and avalanches.

Pakistan has extensive energy resources, including fairly sizable natural gas reserves,
some proven oil reserves, coal, and large hydropower potential. However, exploitation of
energy resources has been slow due to a shortage of capital and domestic and
international political constraints. For instance, domestic gas and petroleum production
totals only about half the country's energy needs, and dependence on imported oil
contributes to Pakistan's persistent trade deficits and shortage of foreign exchange. The
government announced that privatization in the oil and gas sector is a priority.

Industry-

Pakistan's manufacturing sector accounts for about 24% of GDP. Cotton textile
production and apparel manufacturing are Pakistan's largest industries, accounting for
about 70% of total exports. Other major industries include food processing, beverages,
construction materials, clothing, paper products, and shrimp. As technology improves in
the industrial sector, it continues to grow. In 2001, the industrial production growth rate
was 7%. Despite government efforts to privatize large-scale parastatal units, the public
sector continues to account for a significant proportion of industry. In the face of an

‘increasing trade deficit, the government seeks to diversify the country's industrial base

and bolster export industries. Net foreign investment in Pakistani industries is only 0.5%
of GDP.

Foreign Trade and Aid

Weak world demand for its exports and domestic political uncertainty have contributed to
Pakistan's high trade deficit. In 2004, growth rebounded to approximately 6% with
substantial improvement in public and external debt indicators and foreign reserves at an
all-time high of $12.3 billion. Pakistan's exports continue to be dominated by cotton
textiles and apparel, despite government diversification efforts. Major imports include
petroleum and petroleum products, edible oil, wheat, chemicals, fertilizer, capital goods,
industrial raw materials, and consumer products. External imbalance has left Pakistan
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with a growing foreign debt burden. The fiscal imbalance is reflected in a high level of
total net public debt, which reached an estimated 92.6% of GDP in 2000-01, more than
half involving external liabilities, but decreased to 72.7% in 2003. The fiscal deficit
widened from 5.6% of GDP in 1994-95 to 7.7% in 1997-98 before declining to 5.3% in
2000-01. This was close to the 5.2% target under the Pakistan Comprehensive Revival
Program, which called for the implementation of a privatization program, further trade
liberalization, and steps to strengthen the tax base and improve governance. Support for
loss-making, state-owned enterprises and a weak domestic tax base are critical elements
in the recurring fiscal deficits. These, in turn, impair the government's capacity to
undertake essential expenditures--including poverty alleviation, health, education, and
infrastructure--thus hampering economic growth and development. The Pakistan
Telecommunications Company Ltd. (PTCL) represents the largest of Pakistan’s.
privatization programs for 2005. Despite its economic and political difficulties, Pakistan
has taken steps to liberalize its trade and investment regimes, either unilaterally or in the
context of commitments made with the World Trade Organization (WTO), IMF, and the
World Bank. Over the past two years, efforts in several crucial areas have seemingly

_ intensified, resulting in Pakistan becoming a more open and secure market for its trading
partners.

Pakistan has received significant loan/grant assistance from international financial
institutions (e.g., the IMF, the World Bank, and the Asian Development Bank) and
bilateral donors, particularly after it began using its military/financial resources in the war
on terror. The United States recently pledged $3 billion for FY 2005 to FY 2009 in
economic and military aid to Pakistan. In addition, the IMF and World Bank have
pledged $1 billion in loans to Pakistan. In 2004 to 2007 alone, the World Bank has
pledged over $500 million in investment projects.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

After September 11, 2001, Pakistan's prominence in the international community
increased significantly, as it pledged its alliance with the U.S. in the war on terror and
‘made a commitment to eliminate terrorist camps on its territory. Historically, Pakistan
has had difficult and volatile relations with India, long-standing close relations with
China, extensive security and economic interests in the Persian Gulf, and wide-ranging
bilateral relations with the United States and other Western countries. It expresses a
strong desire for a stable Afghanistan.

‘India (

Since partition, relations between Pakistan and India have been characterized by rivalry
- and suspicion. Although many issues divide the two countries, the most sensitive one
since independence has been the status of Kashmir.

~ At the time of partition, the princely state of Kashmir, though ruled by a Hindu
Maharajah, had an overwhelmingly Muslim population. When the Maharajah hesitated in
acceding to either Pakistan or India in 1947, some of his Muslim subjects, aided by
tribesmen from Pakistan, revolted in favor of joining Pakistan. In exchange for military

 assistance in containing the revolt, the Kashmiri ruler offered his allegiance to India.
Indian troops occupied the eastern portion of Kashmir, including its capital, Srinagar,
while the western part came under Pakistani control.
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India addressed this dispute in the United Nations on January 1, 1948. One year later, the
UN arranged a cease-fire along a line dividing Kashmir but leaving the northern end of
the line undemarcated and the Vale of Kashmir (with the majority of the population)
under Indian control. India and Pakistan agreed with Indian resolutions that called for an

‘UN-supervised plebiscite to determine the state's future.

Full-scale hostilities erupted in September 1965, when India alleged that insurgents
trained and supplied by Pakistan were operating in India-controlled Kashmir. Hostilities
ceased 3 weeks later, following mediation efforts by the UN and interested countries. In
January 1966, Indian and Pakistani representatives met in Tashkent, U.S.S.R., and agreed
to attempt a peaceful settlement of Kashmir and their other differences.

Following the 1971 Indo-Pakistan conflict, President Zulﬁqar Ali Bhutto and Indian
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi met in the hill station of Shimla, India, in July 1972. They
agreed to a line of control in Kashmir resulting from the December 17, 1971, cease-fire,
and endorsed the principle of settlement of bilateral disputes through peaceful means. In
1974, Pakistan and India agreed to resume postal and telecommunications linkages and to
enact measures to facilitate travel. Trade and diplomatic relations were restored in 1976
after a hiatus of 5 years.

India's nuclear test in 1974 generated great uncertainty in Pakistan and is generally
acknowledged to have been the impetus for Pakistan's nuclear weapons development
program. In 1983, the Pakistani and Indian Governments accused each other of aiding
separatists in their respective countries -- Sikhs in India's Punjab state and Sindhis in
Pakistan's Sindh province. In April 1984, tensions erupted after troops were deployed to
the Siachen Glacier, a high-altitude, desolate area close to the China border left

-undemarcated by the cease-fire agreement (Karachi Agreement) signed by Pakistan and

India in 1949.

Tensions diminished after Rajiv Gandhi became Prime Minister in November 1984 and
after a group of Sikh hijackers was brought to trial by Pakistan in March 1985. In
December 1985, President Zia and Prime Minister Gandhi pledged not to attack each
other's nuclear facilities. (A formal "no attack" agreement was signed in January 1991.)
In early 1986, the Indian and Pakistani Governments began high-level talks to resolve the
Siachen Glacier border dispute and to improve trade.

Bilateral tensions increased in early 1990, when Kashmiri militants began a campaign of

- violence against Indian Government authority in Jammu and Kashmir. Subsequent high-

level bilateral meetings relieved the tensions between India and Pakistan, but relations
worsened again after the destruction of the Ayodhya Mosque by Hindu extremists in
December 1992 and terrorist bombings in Bombay in March 1993. Talks between the
Foreign Secretaries of both countries in January 1994 ended in deadlock.

More recently, the Indo-Pakistani relationship has veered sharply between rapprochement
and conflict. After taking office in February 1997, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif moved
to resume official dialog with India. A number of meetings at the foreign secretary and
prime ministerial level took place, with positive atmospherics but little concrete progress.
The relationship improved markedly when Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee traveled to
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Lahore for a summit with Sharif in February 1999. There was considerable hope that the
meeting could lead to a breakthrough.

In spring 1999, infiltrators from Pakistan occupied positions on the Indian side of the
Line of Control in the remote, mountainous area of Kashmir near Kargil, threatening the
ability of India to supply its forces on Siachen Glacier. By early summer, serious fighting
flared in the Kargil sector. The infiltrators withdrew following a meeting between Prime
Minister Sharif and President Clinton in July. Relations between India and Pakistan were
particularly strained during the 1999 coup in Islamabad. Then, just weeks after the
“September 11, 2001, attack on the United States, an attack on India's Parliament on
December 13 further strained this relationship.

The prospects for better relations between India and Pakistan improved in early January
2004 when a summit meeting of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) permitted India’s Prime Minister Vajpayee to meet with President Musharraf.
They improved when President Musharraf met with India’s Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, for a meeting in New York in October 2004. Announcements of additional steps
aimed at improving relations occurred when Indian Foreign Minister Singh visited
Islamabad in February 2005 and in April 2005 when President Musharraf traveled to
India to view a cricket match and hold discussions. In the wake of the October 2005

“earthquake-created humanitarian disaster the two countries continued their cooperative
measures.

Afghanistan

Following the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the Pakistani Government played a
vital role in supporting the Afghan resistance movement and assisting Afghan refugees.
After the Soviet withdrawal in February 1989, Pakistan, with cooperation from the world
community, continued to provide extensive support for displaced Afghans. Continued
turmoil in Afghanistan prevented the refugees from returning to their country. In 1999,
more than 1.2 million registered Afghan refugees remained in Pakistan. Pakistan was one
of three countries to recognize the Taliban regime of Afghanistan. International pressure
after September 11, 2001, prompted Pakistan to reassess its relations with the Taliban
regime and support the U.S. and international coalition in Operation Enduring Freedom

~ to remove the Taliban from power. Pakistan has publicly expressed its support to
Afghanistan's President Karzai and has pledged $100 million toward Afghanistan's
reconstruction.

People's Republic of China

In 1950, Pakistan was among the first countries to recognize the People's Republic of
China (PRC). Following the Sino-Indian hostilities of 1962, Pakistan's relations with
China became stronger; since then, the countries have regularly exchanged high-level
visits resulting in various agreements. China has provided economic, military, and
technical assistance to Pakistan. Favorable relations with China have been a pillar of
Pakistan's foreign policy. The PRC strongly supported Pakistan's opposition to Soviet
involvement in Afghanistan and is perceived by Pakistan as a regional counterweight to
India and Russia.
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Iran and the Persian Gulf

Historically, Pakistan has had close geopolitical and cultural-religious linkages with Iran.
However, strains in the relationship appeared following the Iranian revolution. Pakistan
and Iran supported different factions in the Afghan conflict. Also, some Pakistanis ‘
suspect Iranian government support for the sectarian violence that has plagued Pakistan.
However, relations between the countries have improved since their policies toward
Afghanistan have converged with the fall of the Taliban. Both countries contend that they
are on the road to strong and lasting friendly relations.

Pakistan historically has provided military personnel to strengthen Gulf-state defenses
and to reinforce its own security interests in the area.

U.S.-PAKISTAN RELATIONS

The United States and Pakistan established diplomatic relations in 1947. The U.S.
agreement to provide economic and military assistance to Pakistan and the latter's
partnership in the Baghdad Pact/CENTO and SEATO strengthened relations between the
nations. However, the U.S. suspension of military assistance during the 1965 Indo-
Pakistan war generated a widespread feeling in Pakistan that the United States was not a
reliable ally. Even though the United States suspended military assistance to both
countries involved in the conflict, the suspension of aid affected Pakistan much more
severely. Gradually, relations improved, and arms sales were renewed in 1975. Then, in
April 1979, the United States cut off economic assistance to Pakistan, except food
assistance, as required under the Symington Amendment to the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, due to concerns about Pakistan's nuclear program.

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979 highlighted the common interest
of Pakistan and the United States in peace and stability in South Asia. In 1981, the United
States and Pakistan agreed on a $3.2 billion military and economic assistance program
aimed at helping Pakistan deal with the heightened threat to security in the region and its
economic development needs.

Recognizing national security concerns and accepting Pakistan's assurances that it did not
intend to construct a nuclear weapon, Congress waived restrictions (Symington
Amendment) on military assistance to Pakistan. In March 1986, the two countries agreed
on a second multi-year (FY 1988-93) $4 billion economic development and security
assistance program. On October 1, 1990, however, the United States suspended all
military assistance and new economic aid to Pakistan under the Pressler Amendment,
which required that the President certify annually that Pakistan "does not possess a
nuclear explosive device." :

Several incidents of violence against American officials and U.S. mission employees in
Pakistan have marred the relationship. In November 1979, false rumors that the United
States had participated in the seizure of the Grand Mosque in Mecca provoked a mob
attack on the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad in which the chancery was set on fire resulting
and American and Pakistani staff were killed. In 1989, an attack on the American Center
in Islamabad, resulted in six Pakistanis being killed in crossfire with the police. In March
1995, two American employees of the consulate in Karachi were killed and one wounded
in an attack on the home-to-office shuttle. In November 1997, four U.S. businessmen
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were brutally murdered while being driven to work in Karachi. In March 2002 a suicide
attacker detonated explosives in a church in Islamabad, killing two Americans associated
with the Embassy and three others. There also were unsuccessful attacks by terrorists on
the Consulate General in Karachi in May 2002.

The decision by India to conduct nuclear tests in May 1998 and Pakistan's matching
response set back U.S. relations in the region, which had seen renewed U.S. Government
interest during the second Clinton Administration. A presidential visit scheduled for the
first quarter of 1998 was postponed and, under the Glenn Amendment, sanctions
restricted the provision of credits, military sales, economic assistance, and loans to the
government. The October 1999 overthrow of the democratically elected Sharif
government triggered an additional layer of sanctions under Section 508 of the Foreign
Appropriations Act, which include restrictions on foreign military financing and
economic assistance. U.S. Government assistance to Pakistan was subsequently limited
mainly to refugee and counter-narcotics assistance.

The U.S.-Pakistan relationship changed significantly once Pakistan agreed to support the
U.S. campaign to eliminate the Taliban in Afghanistan and to join with the United States

“in the Global War on Terror. Since September 2001, Pakistan has provided extensive
assistance in the war on terror by capturing more than 600 al-Qaida members and their
allies. The United States has stepped up its economic assistance to Pakistan, providing
debt relief and support for a major effort at education reform. During President
Musharraf's visit to the United States in 2003, President Bush announced that the United
States would provide Pakistan with $3 billion in economic and military aid over 5 years.
This assistance package commenced during FY 2005.

Following the region’s tragic October 8, 2005 earthquake, the United States responded
immediately and generously to Pakistan’s call for assistance. The response was consistent
with U.S. humanitarian values and our deep commitment to Pakistan. At the subsequent
Reconstruction Conference in Islamabad on November 19, 2005, the U.S. announced a
$510 million commitment to Pakistan for earthquake relief and reconstruction, including
humanitarian assistance, military support for relief operations, and anticipated U.S.
private contributions.

Principal U.S. Embassy Officials
Ambassador--Ryan Crocker

Deputy Chief of Mission--Patricia A. Butenis
Counselor for Political Affairs--Tim Wilder
Counselor for Economic Affairs--Andrew Quinn
Counselor for Public Affairs--Peter J. Kovach
Consul General--Zandra Flemister

Defense Attaché--Col. Mark Boettcher

Consul General, Karachi--Mary H. Witt
Principal Officer, Lahore--Brian Heath

Principal Officer, Peshawar--Michael A. Spangler

The U.S. Embassy is located at the Diplomatic Enclave, Ramna 5, Islamabad [tel. (92)-
(51)-208-2000].
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TRAVEL AND BUSINESS INFORMATION

The U.S. Department of State's Consular Information Program provides Consular
Information Sheets, Travel Wamings, and Public Announcements. Consular
Information Sheets exist for all countries and include information on entry
requirements, currency regulations, health conditions, areas of instability, crime and
security, political disturbances, and the addresses of the U.S. posts in the country. Travel
Warnings are issued when the State Department recommends that Americans avoid
travel to a certain country. Public Announcements are issued as a means to disseminate
information quickly about terrorist threats and other relatively short-term conditions
overseas that pose significant risks to the security of American travelers. Free copies of
this information are available by calling the Bureau of Consular Affairs at 202-647-5225
or via the fax-on-demand system: 202-647-3000. Consular Information Sheets and Travel
Warnings also are available on the Consular Affairs Internet home page:

http://travel.state.gov. Consular Affairs Tips for Travelers publication series, which

contain information on obtaining passports and planning a safe trip abroad, are on the
Internet and hard copies can be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, telephone: 202-512-1800; fax 202-5 12-2250.

Emergency information concerning Americans traveling abroad may be obtained from
the Office of Overseas Citizens Services at (202) 647-5225. For after-hours emergencies,
Sundays and holidays, call 202-647-4000.

The National Passport Information Center (NPIC) is the U.S. Department of State's
single, centralized public contact center for U.S. passport information. Telephone: 1-877-
4USA-PPT (1-877-487-2778). Customer service representatives and operators for
TDD/TTY are available Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Eastern Time, excluding
federal holidays.

Travelers can check the latest health information with the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia. A hotline at 877-FYI-TRIP (877-394-8747)

~ and a web site at http:/www.cdc.gov/travel/index.htm give the most recent health

advisories, immunization recommendations or requirements, and advice on food and
drinking water safety for regions and countries. A booklet entitled Health Information for
International Travel (HHS publication number CDC-95-8280) is available from the U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, tel. (202) 512-1800.

Information on travel conditions, visa requirements, currency and customs regulations,
legal holidays, and other items of interest to travelers also may be obtained before your
departure from a country's embassy and/or consulates in the U.S. (for this country, see
"Principal Government Officials” listing in this publication).

U.S. citizens who are long-term visitors or traveling in dangerous areas are encouraged to
register their travel via the State Department’s travel registration web site at
https://travelregistration.state.gov or at the Consular section of the U.S. embassy upon
arrival in a country by filling out a short form and sending in a copy of their passports.
This may help family members contact you in case of an emergency.

Source: www.state.gov



Thursday February 9, 2006
U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Consular Affairs
Washington, DC 20520

Consular Information Sheet

Please click on this link to read important information you should see before you travel
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Pakistan

~ Americans planning travel to Pakistan should read Travel Warning for Pakistan , International
- Adoption Paklstan International Parental Child Abduction Pakistan available on the Department |
of State web site at hitp://travel.state.gov '

July 20, 2005

COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: Pakistan is a developing country. Tourist facilities are
available in major cities but limited in outlying areas. In October 2002, Pakistan held the
first national and provincial assembly elections since the October 1999 coup. A new
Parliament and Prime Minister took office, although Pakistani President General Pervez
Musharraf and the military continue to play a significant role in the government. Read
the Department of State Background Notes on Pakistan at
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3453.htm for additional information.

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: All U.S. citizens traveling to Pakistan for any
purpose are required to have valid U.S. passports and Pakistani-issued visas. Further
information on entry requirements can be obtained from the Embassy of Pakistan, 2315
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC, 20008, telephone (202) 939-6295 or
6261, Internet home page: Embassy of Pakistan, 3517 International Court Avenue, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20008, telephone 202-243-6500, e-mail address :
info@embassyofpakistan.org . Travelers may also contact one of the Consulates General
of Pakistan located at 12 East 65th St., New York, NY 10021, telephone (212) 879-5800,
fax (212) 517-6987, or 10850 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1100, Los Angeles, CA 90024,
telephone (310) 441-5114, fax (310) 441-9256. If a traveler plans to stay longer than the
time listed on the visa, he or she must extend the stay with the local passport office of the
Ministry of Interior. See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information
on Pakistan and other countries. Visit the Embassy of Pakistan website for the most
current visa information. )



For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of
international child abduction, read our information at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html. For Customs Information, see
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis _pg~tw/cis/cis_l468.html.

SAFETY AND SECURITY: A number of extremist groups within Pakistan continue to
target American and other Western interests, high-level Pakistani government officials, as
well as members of minority indigenous groups. Bombings and assassinations continue
to occur throughout Pakistan. In October 2004, an explosion inside the Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad injured 15 people (one an American diplomat) and caused extensive damage to
the hotel lobby. In October 2004, a suicide bombing attack in a mosque in Sialkot killed
33 and injured 65. One week later, in apparent retaliation, 40 people were killed and
more than 100 injured when an explosive device was detonated during a Sunni rally
outside Multan. A suicide bomber killed four people and wounded 10 in an attack on a
Lahore mosque the same week. In two separate incidents in October 2004, a hand
grenade was thrown into a Christian Church compound in Rawalpindi. In both cases, the
grenade did not explode and there were no injuries. In May 2005, a suicide bombing
attack at a religious gathering less than one mile from the American Embassy in
Islamabad killed 17 and injured more than 70. Also in May 2005, a suicide bomb attack
in a Shia mosque near Karachi killed five and injured 30. In the mob violence that
followed the bombing, a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise was burned (killing six) and
three gas stations, two shops, and 25 vehicles were also destroyed. Americans are urged
to avoid areas where westerners are known to congregate. Rallies, demonstrations and
processions occur from time to time throughout Pakistan on very short notice and have
often taken on an anti-American or anti-Western character. Because of the possibility of
sectarian or anti-western violence, Americans should avoid all public places of worship.

Karachi and the southern parts of Punjab province have experienced protracted political
or sectarian violence that poses a potential danger to American travelers. During the
Islamic religious observance of Moharram, sectarian rivalry and violence often increase.
Family feuds are frequently fatal and may be followed by retaliation.

It is best to avoid public transportation. For security reasons, U.S. Embassy employees
are prohibited from using taxis or buses (see Traffic Safety and Road Conditions section
below).

Women should dress conservatively (arms and legs covered) and should not walk around
alone. It is not wise for anyone to travel in the streets late at night. Travelers to Pakistan
should attempt to maintain a low profile, blend in, keep aware of their surroundings, and
seek security in the traveler's family or sponsoring organization.

Northern Areas - Visitors wishing to trek in Gilgit, Hunza, Chitral and the upper Swat
valley should use only licensed guides and tourist agencies. While overall crime is low,
there have been occasional assaults on foreign visitors.




Northwest Frontier Province — The Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
between the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) and the Afghan border, and certain
areas within NWFP, are designated as tribal areas and are not subject to normal
government jurisdiction. The Government of Pakistan requires all citizens of countries
other than Pakistan and Afghanistan to obtain permission from the Home and Tribal
Affairs Department prior to visiting these tribal areas. The permit may stipulate that an
armed escort must accompany the visitor. Even in the settled areas of the NWFP there is
occasional ethnic, sectarian, and political violence, as well as anti-foreign rhetoric.
Members of the Taliban and Al-Qaida are known to be in FATA, and may also be in the
settled areas. Foreigners should avoid demonstrations and areas in which violence is
known to occur. '

Kashmir - While direct military hostilities between India and Pakistan across the Line of
Control between the parts of Kashmir they administer have ceased, militant groups
engaged in a long-running insurgency in the Indian-administered part of the state
continue to have bases and supporters in Pakistan-administered Azad, Jammu and
Kashmir. Most of these groups are anti-American, and some have attacked Americans
and other westerners. Many areas are restricted and require a permit from the Ministry of
Interior. The State Department recommends strongly against travel to this area. Those
Americans who feel they have urgent business there should contact the Embassy for
further guidance.

Punjab Province - Sectarian violence has decreased considerably in recent years,
although there continues to be occasional attacks on places of worship of all faiths.
Christian churches, particularly in Punjab, have been targeted. As a precaution against
possible dangers resulting from sectarian violence, U.S. citizens are cautioned to avoid
public transportation and crowded areas. The Wagah border crossing into India near
Lahore remains open (from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) daily for travel to and from India if
the passport holder has a valid visa for both countries. Travelers are advised to confirm
the current status of the border crossing prior to commencing travel.

Sindh Province — In Karachi and Hyderabad, there has been recurring violence
characterized by random bombings and shootings as well as several incidents of
kidnapping for ransom. Americans and other Westerners continue to be the target of
violence. Two bombings in Mosques in Karachi in August 2004 left ten dead and over
50 injured. The bombing of a Mosque outside Karachi in May 2005 left five dead and 30
injured. Six were killed in a Kentucky Fried Chicken Franchise as a result of the mob
violence that followed the bombing. The U.S. Consulate in Karachi has been the target
of several major terrorist attacks or attempts in recent years. See the first paragraph of
this (Safety and Security) section for more information regarding security incidents in
this region. See also the section on Registration/Embassy and Consulate Locations for
instructions on contacting the Embassy or Consulates for emergency assistance.

In rural Sindh Province, the security situation is hazardous, especially for those engaged
in overland travel. The Government of Pakistan recommends that travelers limit thelr
movements in Sindh Province to the city of Karachi.



Baluchistan Province - The province of Baluchistan, which borders both Iran and
Afghanistan, is notorious for narcotics and other forms of cross-border smuggling.
Members of the Taliban and Al-Qaida are also believed to be present there.

Armed battles between clans are frequent. Because the provincial police presence is
limited, travelers wishing to visit the interior of Baluchistan should consult with the
province's Home Secretary. Advance permission from provincial authorities is required
for travel into some areas. Local authorities have detained travelers who lacked proper
permission. Quetta, the provincial capital, has experienced serious sectarian violence that
has led to gun battles in the streets and the imposition of curfews. Terrorist rocket attacks
against Pakistani government installations have also been reported throughout 2004 and

into 2005.

Returning Americans of Afghan origin are sometimes targets for harassment or extortion
by the local populace and even by police, local immigration and customs officials,
especially if they do not have a well-established family structure in Pakistan.

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor
the Department's Internet web site at http:/travel.state.gov where the current Travel
Warning for Pakistan, Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, Middle East and North
Africa Public Announcement and other Travel and Public Announcements can be found.

Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll
free in the United States, or, for callers outside the United States and Canada, a regular
toll line at 1-202-501-4444, These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own
personal security while traveling overseas. For general information about appropriate
measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the
Department of State's pamphlet, A Safe Trip Abroad, at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html.

CRIME: Crime is a serious concern for foreigners throughout Pakistan. Carjackings,
armed robberies, house invasions, and other violent crimes occur in the major urban
areas. Petty crime, especially theft of personal property, is common throughout
Pakistan. American travelers to Pakistan are strongly advised to avoid traveling by taxis
and other forms of public transportation. Americans are urged to have members of their
host organizations or families meet them at the airport.

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME: The loss or theft abroad of a U.S.
passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy
or Consulate. If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to
local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance. The
Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, to
contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred. Although




the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local
authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process
and to find an attorney if needed.

See our information on Victims of Crime at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html.

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION: Adequate medical care
is available in major cities in Pakistan but is limited in rural areas. With the exception of
the Agha Khan Hospital in Karachi, Doctors' Hospital in Lahore, and Shifa International
Hospital in Islamabad, Americans may find hospital care and cleanliness below U.S.
standards. Medical facilities require prepayment and do not accept credit cards.

Water is not potable anywhere in Pakistan and sanitation in many restaurants is
inadequate. Stomach illnesses are common and can be life-threatening. Effective
emergency response to personal injury and illnesses is virtually non-existent in Pakistan.
Ambulances are few and are not necessarily staffed by medical personnel. Any
emergency case should be transported immediately to recommended emergency
receiving rooms. Many American brand medications are not widely available, but
generic brands from well-known pharmaceuticals are widely available. The quality of
the locally produced medications is not known.

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water
precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention's hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-
394-8747) or via the CDC's Internet site at http:/www.cdc.gov/travel. For information
about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization's
(WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en. Further health information for travelers is
available at http://www.who.int/ith.

MEDICAL INSURANCE: The Department of State strongly urges Americans to
consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm
whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such
as a medical evacuation. Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html.

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS: While in a foreign country, U.S.
citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United
States. The information below concerning Pakistan is provided for general reference
only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance.

Traffic in Pakistan moves on the left, opposite of that in the U.S. In addition to this
source of potential confusion, travel by road in Pakistan has a variety of other risks.
Roads are crowded, drivers are aggressive and poorly trained, and many vehicles,
particularly large trucks and buses, are badly maintained. Roads, including most major
highways, also suffer from poor maintenance and often have numerous potholes, sharp



drop-offs and barriers that are not sign-posted. Extreme caution should be exercised
when traveling at night by road since many vehicles do not have proper illumination or
dimmers nor are most roads properly illuminated or signed. Driving without experienced
local drivers or guides is not recommended.

It is best to avoid public transportation. For security reasons, U.S. Embassy employees
are prohibited from using taxis or buses (see Safety and Security section above).

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety 1179.html. Visit the website of Pakistan's
national tourist office at http://www.tourism.gov.pk/ and the national authority
responsible for road safety at http://www.nha.gov.pk/.

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) has assessed the Government of Pakistan as being in compliance with ICAC
international aviation safety standards for oversight of Pakistan's air carrier operations.
For more information, travelers may visit the FAA's Internet website at
http://www.faa.gov/avr/iasa/index.cfm.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: Pakistan is largely a cash economy. Personal checks
are not commonly accepted. Most Pakistanis do not use checking accounts for routine
transactions. Outside of major cities and tourist destinations, credit cards and travelers'
checks are generally not accepted, and there have been numerous reports of credit card
fraud. There are bank branches as well as registered money-changers in all international
airports. ATM:s can be found in major airports. English is widely spoken by
professional-level airport staff.

Please see our information on customs regulations at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES: While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that
country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the
United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S.
law. Penalties for breaking the law can be,more severe than in the United States for
similar offenses.

Persons violating Pakistani laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or
imprisoned. Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Pakistan are
severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.

Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child
pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States. For more
information, visit http:/travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467.html.




CHILDREN'S ISSUES: For information on international adoption of children and
international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children's Issues website at
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/family 1732.html.

REGISTRATION / EMBASSY AND CONSULATE LOCATIONS: Americans
living or traveling in Pakistan are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy
or Consulate through the State Department's travel registration website,
https://travelregistration.state.gov and to obtain updated information on travel and
security within Pakistan. Americans without Internet access may register directly with
the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. By registering, American citizens make it easier
for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency.

The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad is located at Diplomatic Enclave, Ramna 5, telephone
(92-51) 208-0000; Consular Section telephone (92-51) 208-2700, fax (92-51) 282-2632,
website http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/.

The U.S. Consulate General in Karachi, located at 8 Abdullah Haroon Road, closed its
public operations indefinitely due to security concerns. U.S. citizens requiring
emergency assistance should call the Consular Section in Karachi. The telephone is (92-
21) 568-5170 (after hours: 92-21-568-1606), fax (92-21) 568-0496, website
http://karachi.usconsulate.gov/.

The U.S. Consulate in Lahore is located on 50-Empress Road Sharah-E-Abdul Hamid
Bin Badees, (Old Empress Road) near Shimla Hill Rotary, telephone (92-42) 603-4000,
fax (92-42) 603-4200, website http://lahore.usconsulate.gov/. Email address:
amconsul@brain.net.pk.

The U.S. Consulate in Peshawar is located at 11 Hospital Road, Cantonment, Peshawar,
telephone new (92-91)527-9801 through 9803, fax (92-91)528-4171, web site
http://Peshawar.usconsulate.gov/.

% ¥k ¥k

This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated January 14, 2005 to update sections
on Safety and Security, and Registration/Embassy and Consulate Locations.

This site is managed by the Bureau of Consular Affairs, U.S. Department of State.
External links to other Internet sites should not beconstrued as an endorsement of the
views contained therein. Copyright Information Disclaimers



Pakistan Rupee at 59.98 = U.S. $

Pakistan Rupee to U.S. Dollars U.S. Dollars to Pakistan Rupee
Pakistan Rupee | uUs.$ Us. $ Pakistan Rupee
500 0.08 | 0.10 6.00
15.00 025 0.25 15.00
25.00 0.42 0.55 32.99
35.00 0.58 0.75 44.99
59.98 ~1.00 1.00 59.98
100.00 1.67 1.50 89.97
250.00 417 3.00 179.94
500.00 8.34 5.00  200.90
1,000.00 16.67 10.00 599.80
2,500.00 41.68 50.00 2,999.00
5,000.00 83.36 100.00 5,998.00

NOTE: All U.S. dollar values are rounded to the nearest U.S. cent. The value
of the Pakistan Rupee fluctuates daily according to currency market conditions.
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~ CONTACTS

- Ambassador Donald Burnham Ensenat
Chief of Protocol of the United States
202-647-4543 : Office - ‘

A oe | Mobile

Christopher P. Szymanski

Director, Presidential Travel Support Servnces -'

703-812-2377

Mr. Raymond P. Martinez
Deputy Chief of Protocol of the Umted States
202-647-4120 : Office

N (0)©) |: Mobile

Andrew D. Ciafardini

~ Assistant Chief of Protocol for Vnsnts
202-647-4169 : Office

|  ®©e | Mobile

Amy D. thtle

Assistant Chief of Protocol for Ceremomals o

1 202-647-1144 : Office
l e |- Mobile.

Bryan J Langley

Deputy Assistant Chief of Protocol for VlSltS
202-647-1277 ; Office

[ ®e |- Mobile

 Office of the Chief of Pr()tocol and Pr_esidentidl Travel Sdpport Services:
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