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" Friends of Ireland Luncheon

March 15, 2001

~ Draft #9

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Taoiseach [TEE-shock];' Members of

~Congress. [Others?; Majority Leader? Senator Mitchell? Rep.

Moakley?]

I thank the Speaker for the invitation to come here to celebrate the
shared history and heritage that unite Ireland and America. ltis a
great honor. And | promise to be brlefer than the last tlme I spoke on
CapltoI Hill. |

- Some of you may be aware that I don t normally go for formal- :
banquets like this. But | had a change of heart when | saw that the
Speaker’'s menu included Tex-Mex. | just couldn’t pass up the

-chance to try a green burrito.

On St Patrick’s Day, we all get to be Irish for a day. There has
been a lot of speculation about whether I'm part Irish. In fact, | am.

‘Some people even say | talk like James Joyce writes.

Bu_tI am going to speak to you very plainly today. Béda.use I Waht

“to say a few words about an extremely important topic: peace in

Northern Ireland. The United States will remain unwavering in its

. -support of peace. We will remain unwavering in our support for all

parties who show courage and leadership on behalf of peace. And
we will remain unalterably opposed to anyone who would destroy
peace by preaching or practicing violence. |

Much of the progress toward peace in the past several years has
been aided by the engagement of the United States. As | told Prime
Minister Blair —and as | will tell Prime Minister Ahern tomorrow — the
United States stands ready to continue that engagement. The -
reason is simple: peace in Northern Ireland is amoanCI Amenca S

ew——vntaI/stronqest natIonaI mterests

- " Honorific title of the Prime Minister (Gaelic)
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MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE GERSON

FROMﬁ

SUBJECT:

%

- OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

February 21, 2001

DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIA SPEE MWRITING

C., DEAN McGRATH JK.
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STANF,

President’s Opening Statement — Press Conference
With Prime Minister Blair

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the above-referenced
draft Presidential remarks and suggests the changes marked on the attached

copy.

cc: Harriet Miers
STAFF SECRETARY ' ‘ )

Attachnient

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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President’s Ope'nlng Staterhent | .

" Press Conference with Prime Minister Blair : "' |
. February 24,2001 : - \ p2: 08

- Draft #5 : I BIFEBZ e

| It has been a real pleasure for Laura and me to spend time with ,‘
Prime Minister Blair.and his wife Cherie [Sha-REE]. And it has beena -
: great honor to have them as our first forelgn guests here at Camp DaV|d

The first fore|gn IeaderISIt Camp Davnd was Wlnston o
- Churchill, in May 1943. Overal en different American Presidents have
hosted six different British Prime mesters at Camp David. This reflects the
“close and unique bond that exists between our countries and our peoples
And it is because of this bond that we decided to meet early oninmy :
“Administration, ina personal settlng, to discuss some of the maJor lssues of o

our tlme

The unique bond between our natlons is rooted in our common

" language, common history, and common values. But above all, it is rooted

in our common interests. Our discussions here have spanned the full-
range of these interests. And they have been infused with the warmth and
 affection, trust and candor that are hallmarks of this special retatnonshrp

The. most |mportant result of our talks is a reafflrmatron by both our
governments that NATO will remain the primary foundation of Transatlantlc
and European security -- and that we must strengthen our alliance to build
a Europe that is whole, free and secure. Both governments also affirm our -
support for European efforts to assume a greater responsibility for
‘European security. And we agree that the best way to do this is for our
. European partners to strengthen their military capabilities |n a way that is

fully coordlnated compatlble and transparent with NATO. ‘ '

We reafﬂrm our commltment to promotlng peace and stablhty in the
| Balkans -- and agree that we need to work with our allies and partners so

~ that peace relies less on outside military forces, and more on local

lnstltutlons mternational pohce and civil authorities. |

_ Both our nations w1ll aIso work cIoser to meet the - growrng threat of
" weapons of mass destruction and the missiles that can deliver them. We



.' agr.ee that our future security must depend on a strategy that stren-gthens

our safeguards against the proliferation of these weapons -- and includes

defenses against their use. ‘We agree to consult early and often, together s

with our NATO. aII|es as our th|nk|ng on th|s critical topic evolves.

We underscore our determlnat|on to counter the threat posed by ,
Saddam Hussein -- and the need to ease the suffering of the Iraqgi people.

And we will work closer to deepen the trade and economic ties that are so
_V|ta| to prosperlty on both sides’ of the AtIant|c ’ '

' Today, the Unlted States and the Un|ted Klngdom reafflrm our

- common reading of history: that each of our nations stands taller when we !
stand together Qur nations helped to write the history of the last century.
We defeated two mortal threats to civilization: Nazism and Soviet =
Communism. A decade ago we joined forces to defeat lraq These were

' _extraordmary accomphshments : :

At the dawn of this new century, we face new threats and new

challenges. And so we must rely on old friendships. Our task is to retain an

alert and vigilant frame of mind [note: this phrase is from Churchill], and join.

“together to do what we have always done: build a world that is more free, - -
“more peaceful, and more just. In that great task, the United States wnII f|nd ‘

no better fnend and ally than the Unlted ngdom B

. ) ’:"'\
“...u.-mmm i o .
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Presndent s Opening Statement ‘
Press Conference W|th Prime M|n|ster Blalr
‘February 24, 2001 - - 01 FEBZ‘ PZ ﬁ'

 Draft#5

. It has been a real pleasure for Laura and me to spend time with -
'Prime Minister Blair and his wife Cherie [Sha- -REE]. And it has been a
-.great honor to have them as our first foreign guests here at Camp David.

The first foreign Ieader to ever visit Camp David was Wlnston
Churchlll in May 1943.- Overall, seven different American Presidents have -

hosted six different British Prime Ministers at Camp David. This reflects the

~close and unique bond that exists between our countries and our peoples.

~ And it is because of this bond that we decided to meet early on inmy -

- Administration, in a personal settlng, to discuss some of the major issues of
~our time. : . - -

~ The unique bond between our nations is rooted in our common

" language, common history, and common values. But above all, it is rooted -
in our common interests.  Our discussions here have spanned the full-
range of these interests. And they have been infused with the warmth and
affection, trust and candor that are hallmarks of this special relationship. .

- The most important result of our talks is a reaf_firmatioh by vboth‘ our -
- governments that NATO will remain the primary foundation of Transatlantic
‘and European security -- and that we must strengthen our alliance to. build

- a Europe that is whole, free and secure. Both governments also affrmour
- support for European efforts to assume a greater responsibility for o

European security. And we agree that the best way to do this is for our -
European partners to strengthen their military capabilities in a way that is o
- fully coordinated, compatlble and transparent with NATO.

. We reaffirm our commitment to promoting peace and stability in the N
Balkans -- and agree that we need to work with our allies and partners so
that peace relies less on outside military forces, and more on Iocal

: _ lnstltutlons international pollce and civil authontles

Both our natlons WI|| also work cIosety to meet the growmg threat of |
~Wweapons of mass ,gestructlon and the missiles that can deliver them. We




| ag'ree that ourvfuture Security must de‘pend on a strategy that strengthens »

our safeguards against the proliferation of these weapons -- and includes
defenses against their use. We agree to consult early and often, together

B with our NATO a|||es as our th|nk|ng on this critical toplc evolves

We underscore our determlnat|on to counter the threat posed by

 Saddam Hussein -- and the need to ease the suffering of the Iraq people
And we will work closely to deepen the trade and economic ties that are SO

vital to prospenty on both srdes of the Atlantrc

Today, the Unlted States and the Unlted Kingdom reafﬁrm our
common reading of history: that each of our nations stands taller when we

~ stand together. Our nations helped to write the history of the last.century.
 We defeated two mortal threats to civilization: Nazism and Soviet
- Communism. A decade ago we joined forces to defeat Iraq These were
' extraordlnary accomphshments : :

At the dawn of thus new century, we face new threats and new B

challenges. And so we must rely on old friendships. Our task is to retain an
alert and vigilant frame of mind [note: this phrase is from Churchill], ‘and join -~

together to do what we have always done: build a world that is more free,

-~ more peaceful, and more just. In that great task; the United States W||I flnd
no better friend and aIIy than the Unlted Krngdom | ST |

Ny



February 21, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO MIKE GERSON, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING

FROM: g Bradford A. Berenson -
' Associate Counsel to the President ;
o cC:. - Harriet Miers ' o |
Staff Secretary -
RE: President Bush’s Openrno Staternent for Press Conference wrth Prlme Mrnrster
' ‘Blair :

“The Ofﬁce of the Counsel to the Presrdent has reV1ewed the above referenced document '

and has no objections or comments.



WHITE HOUSE

ID #

cu >~

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET

O O -OUTGOING
H - INTERNAL

- Dz’\l - INCOMING o : R
SN Date Correspondence 2 /Z’ O| v

Received (YY/M M/DD)

Name of Correspondent M\kﬁ CIQ)CS(Y’

o M Ma|I Report

User Codes: (A)

B

©

n-geurq}'ce w/

Sub;ect Pres ident 's C)P@nm% S‘\‘o"(W‘\‘ - Pre Ss

'JD\’IMQ Mlan‘TQ)‘ Rlair

"ROUTE TO: - -

‘Office/Agency  (Staff Name) .

 ACTION

. ‘ Tracking
“CAction - Date

- "Code.. . . 'YYIMM/DD

DISPOSITION.

- Type . Completion
~of - Date

Response

/

Code - YY/MM/DD

C,( YEONZ " oriGINATOR 2 /21 /0( ﬁ 2 22101‘ -
- : 'Referra'l Note: : — “ d OO as)
‘CUATOM _ Zi2liof . - s
| Referral Note:" : :
o | n ;o
Referral Note: - :
el I R AR
Referral Note: ;
: R .
" Referral Note:.
“ACTION CODES: o ) ) DISPOS’lfION CODES: ‘
A\-»A'ppropriate Action o R Info Copy OnlyiNo Action Necessary A Answered' - -C - Completed
C~ Comment/Recommendation R - Direct Reply w/Copy B - Non-Special Referral - § - Suspended

D - Draft Response
F - Furnish Fact Sheet .
to be used as Enciosure

-Comments: _

S - For Signature :
X - Interim Reply

FOR-OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:

Type of Response
Code
. -Completion Date

Initials of Signer
wAY

Date of Outgoing

‘Keep this worksheet attached to the ongmal mcommg letter. //oz
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (RoomXOEOB)
- Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files.
Refer questlons about the correspondence trackmg system to Central Reference ext. 2590

581



: Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 2 -21-01 - ACTION / CONCURRENCE /. COMMENT DUE BY: 2- 22 01.11:00 AM 20

PRESIDENT S OPENING STATEMENT PRESS CONFERENCE WITH PRIME
Subject: MINISTER BLAIR ’ :

ACTION FYI 'ACTION  FYI -
|vicepresipent & O RAsTORZA .0 O
CARD S d o JOHNSON | Zr ol
HUGHES 4 O LAMQNT‘AGNE' € o
ROVE 4 o LINDSEY - o
BOLTEN | O wmers o E{
HAGIN o o RICE 4 o
DANIELS | - O "FYIGEIRSQN o | M
BLAKEMAN o O B o | O |
|catio d O o ol
' I.—TLEIS‘CHER' - o o O
GONZALES™ o O O
HAVIIKINS _ﬁ E( o o o
REMARKS:.

Please forward comments dnrectIy to Mlchael Gerson x60170 by 11 00 AM TOMORROW WIth 3
~acc to.us. Thanks. . .

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
~ Assistant to the President
. and Staff Secretary
. Ext. 62702 -



' Presldents Openlng Statement

Press Conference with Prime Mrnlster Blair - 8

-~ February 24,2001 -~ o 2\ po: 0
~ Draft#5 ER R S d\FEB

It has been a real ptleasure for Laura and me to'spend time with N
" Prime Minister Blair and his wife Cherie [Sha-REE]. And it has been a
: great honor to have them as our frrst forelgn guests here at Camp Davrd.

The flrst forelgn Ieader to ever visit Camp Davrd was Wlnston

-

Churchill, in May 1943. Overall, seven different American Presidents have :

hosted six different British Prime Ministers at Camp David. This reflects the
close and unique bond that exists between our countries and our peoples.
And it is because of this bond that we decided to meet early onin my

i Administration, ina personal settlng, to dISCUSS some of the major nssues of
our t|me ' : :

The unique bond between our nations is rooted in our common
language, common history, and common values. But above all, it is rooted
in our common interests. Our discussions here have spanned the full-

B range of these interests. And they have been infused with the warmth and -

aﬁectron trust and candor that are hallmarks of thlS special relatlonshlp

, The most |mportant result of our talks is a reaffrrmatlon by both our
,governments that NATO will remain the primary foundation of Transatlantic

. and European security - and that we must strengthen our alliance to build |

-a Europe that is whole, free and secure. Both governments also affirm our X

support for European efforts to assume a greater responsibility for -

b European security. And we agree that the best way to do this is for our

- European partners to strengthen their military capabilities in a way that is
fuIIy coordlnated compatlble and transparent with NATO ' :

_ We reafflrm our commrtment to promotlng peace and stablllty in the |

 Balkans - and agree that we need to work with our allies and partners so

- that peace relies less on outside military forces, and more on local
rnstltutlons |nternat|onal pohce and crvrl authontles . ‘

' Both ourinatnons w|I| also work closely to meet the growing threat of i

-weapons of mass destruction and the missiles that can del/iyer them. ‘We -




agree that our future securitymust depend on a strategy that strengthens
our safeguards against the proliferation of these weapons -- and includes

~ defenses against their use. We agree to consult early and often, together -

~with our NATO allies, as our thlnklng on this critical toplc evolves.

We underscore our determination to counter the threat posed by
~Saddam Hussein -- and the need to ease the suffering of the Iraqi people. ,
And we will work closely to deepen the trade and economic ties that are so o
-vital to prosperlty on both S|des of the Atlantnc e RN

. Today, the United States and the Unrted Kingdom reaffirm our- -

- common reading of-history: that.each of our nations stands taller when we
stand together. Our nations helped to write the history of the last century

~ We defeated two mortal threats to civilization:-Nazism and Soviet
Communism. A decade ago we joined forces to defeat Iraq These were
’extraordlnary accompllshments . . : :

| At the dawn of thtS new century, we face new threats and new
challenges. And so we must rely-on old friendships. Our task is to retain an
alert and vigilant frame of mind [note: this phrase is from Churchill], and join-
together to do what we have always done: build a world that is more free, -
more peaceful, and more just. In that great task, the United States wrll f|nd
no better frlend and aIIy than the Unlted Ktngdom '

. . -
A |
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President’s Opening Statement
- Press Conference with Prime Minister Blair 3
- February 24, 2001 | | pz [}
- Draft#5 | ‘ ’ | \FE82

: It has been a real pleasure for Laura and me to spend trme wrth .
Prime Minister Blair and his wife Cherie [Sha-REE]. And it has beena
'great honor to have them as our first forelgn guests here at Camp David. -

The first foreign leader to ever visit Camp Davnd was Wlnston '
Churchill, in‘May 1943. Overall, seven different American Presidents have

" hosted six different British Prime Ministers at Camp David. This reflects the

close and unique bond that exists between our countries and our peoples.
And it is because of this bond that we decided to meet éarly on in my

, ~Adm|n|strat|on in a personal settrng to drscuss some of the major issues of
o our trme : :

- The unique bond between our natrons is rooted in our common
language, common history, and common values. But above all, it is rooted
~in our common interests. Our discussions here have spanned the full-

" range of these interests. And they have been infused with the warmth and.

: affectlon trust and candor that are hallmarks of thrs special reIatlonshrp

: The most rmportant resuilt of our talks is a reaffi rmatlon by both our.
- governments that NATO will remain the primary foundation of Transatlantic
- and European security -- and that we must strengthen our alliance to build -

. a Europe that is whole, free and secure. Both governments also affirm-our

‘support for European efforts to assume a greater responsibility for
European security. And we agree that the best way to do this.is for our:

e European partners to strengthen their military capabilities in a way that is

fuIIy coordlnated compatrble and transparent with NATO

_ We reafF irm our commrtment to promotrng peace and stabrhty in the ,'

_ Balkans -- and agree that we need to work with our allies and partners SO
~that peace relies less on outside military forces, and more on |ocal
rnstrtutrons rnternatronal polrce and civil authorrtres

' Both our nations wrlI also work closely to meet the growrng threat of_ L
~weapons of mass destruction and the missiles that can deliver them. We



agree that our future security must depend on a strategy that strengthens =~
our safeguards against the proliferation of these weapons -- and includes -
. defenses against their use. We agree to consult early and often together S
- with our NATO allies, as our thlnklng on th|s crltlcal toplc evolves ‘

We underscore our determlnatlon to counter the threat posed by

o Saddam Hussein -- and the need to ease the suffering of the Iragi people.
~ And we will work cIoser to deepen the trade and economlc tres that are so o
'Vltal to prosperlty on both srdes of the Atlantlc S :

Today, the Unlted States and the United Klngdom reafﬁrm our

. common reading of history: that each of our nations stands taller when we
- stand together. Our nations helped to write the history of the last century
"~ We defeated two mortal threats to civilization: Nazism and Soviet

o ~ Communism. A decade ago we Jomed forces to defeat Iraq These were
- extraordlnary accompllshments : ,

) At the dawn of thls new century, we face new threats and new -~
challenges And so we must rely on old friendships. Our task is to retaln an
alert and vigilant frame of mind [note: this phrase is from Churchill], and join

5 together to do what we have always done: build a world that is more free,

- more peaceful, and more just. In that great task, the United States W|Il flnd |
" no better friend and ally than the Unlted Klngdom : :
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Press Conference Opening Statement -- w/PM Blair .
February 24, 2001
Draft #1

It has been a real pleasure for Laura and me } to spend time
these past two days with Prime Minister Blair and his wife Cherie.
And it has been a great honor to have them as our flrst foreign
guests here at Camp David. - -

The‘ first foreign leader to ever visit Catnp David was Win‘Stoh, .

Churchill, in May 1943. Overall, seven different U.S. Presidents |

have hosted six different British Prime Ministers at Camp David.
This reflects the close and unique bond that exists between our
countries and our peoples. And it is this close bond that made us
decide to meet early on in my Administration, in a personal '

- settlng '

- The unlque bond between our nations is rooted in our common

language, common history, and common values. But most of all,
it is rooted in our common interests around the globe. Our
discussions these past two days have spanned the full-range of
these interests. And they have been infused with the warmth and
candor that we have come to expect of this special relationship.

The most important result of our talks is a reaffirmation by both
our governments that NATO will remain the essential foundation
of Transatlantic security -- and that we must strengthen our
‘alliance to build a Europe that is whole, free and secure. Both
~ governments also affirm our support for European efforts to
assume a greater responsibility for European security. And we
‘agree that the best way to do so was for the European Union to
strengthen its defense capabilities in a manner that is fully
coordinated, compatible and transparent with NATO.

:

3b

v



We reafflrm our commltment to promotlng peace and stablllty in
the Balkans -- and agree on the need to work with our allies and
partners so that peace relies less on outside military forces, and
more on local institutions, international policev and civil authorities. :

Both our nations will also work closely to meet the gathermg |
threat of weapons of mass destruction and the means to deliver

-them. We underscore our determination to counter the threat | S

posed by Saddam Hussein -- and the need to ease the suffering
of the Iraqi people. And we will work closely to deepen the trade
and economic ties that are so V|tal to prosperlty on both sides of

. the Atlantic. .

Most'of all, the United States and the United Kingdom reaffirm our
common reading of history: that each of our nations stands taller

when we stand together. Our special relationship was forged in /
the heat of world war and steeled in the crucible of cold war.

Today, it endures as we seek to build @ future world of more

- ’freedom and more peace. :
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