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VITAL VOICES

GLOBAL '‘PARTNERSHIP

1050 Connecticut Ave., NW, 10th Floor Washington, DC 20036 Tel: (202) 772-4182  Fax: (202) 772-2353 www.vitalvoices.org

- December 6, 2001

President and Mrs. George W. Bush
The White House

- 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President and Mrs. Bush:

We are writing to eXpress our great appreciation for your leadership on behalf of Afghan
women. Your administration’s extraordinary support and your personal commitment has
made it clear to the rest of the world that the U.S. stands for justice, freedom, and.
democracy for all Afghans. :

Mrs. Bush, we are especially grateful for your gracious welcome to the White House of
the Afghan women in the Vita] Voices leadership training program last week. Your

words of encouragement and solidarity brought your powerful radio address to life. Your -
- kindness will fortify these Afghan women in the coming months and years as they work

to rebuild their homeland. ' BRI ‘

We at Vital Voices Global Partnership look forward to continued work with your
administration to support women democracy-builders all around the globe.

Respectfully,
‘ Ve Sincerely yours,
: p Ny
M 4?/67‘63 G HO0—
Melanne Verveer o C Theresa Loar >~
Chair of the Board : President o
Ma %ﬁ b L 7/6 j |
Mary Daley Yenvck ‘ ' Donna McLarty
‘ Vice-Chair ' o ‘Vice-Chair ~
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. Devember 5, 2001

The Honorablc Luvra Bush .

First Ludy of the Unlic States - -
The While 1louse o

Washingtoa. DC 20500

paar Wit Bush:

‘Thunk you very mnch for heaticg M and (he wiher Afghun wamen an Mm_mhcr
"7 at the White Huuz with such an open heart lnd mind .

The sincerc unu cungistent soarutment o you wnd your huu!mnd to e plight
of Afghun women has finally made us visible, It has.opened the eyes of 1thé worid wthe
siruggle of the wamer: of Afghanistan. Hearing the volces of Arghnn wonen-throagh the
White Houw was such n powerful, indexeribable feeling.

As First Ludy cwrying oul the responsibilisies of a curing umchet. 1 nppmuaia '
. your concern and interest in helping us festruciure the educational infrasiructure of a my
bhelaved homelund Afgh.mﬂlln. that has bccn desroyed lhmugh 2) ycars of a d:vmanng
and unjust war,

Without the wrainings of (e Vital  Voices Glohal I.ndmhip lnslqgu!c our
. delegation would not have been able 10 presemt our message so clearly and w promote the
vital cause of Afghan people, especially Alghan women and Atghan cht Idrcn. '

Thunk yuu again for your klird support to helpmg us raise the nocent
voices uf Alghan wamen through such u powerfal and Jl.l!| 1001 of communication, the
White House,
 Rine rteiy . .
(”7 wiar SR S““““\
 Susan Saﬁ-Rnﬁ
< (b)e)
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. Shabln Papal
~(b)(6):

, ,t")t‘.-ccmbcr f, 200}
'l'hé Honorable First Lady, L.uura Bush;

On behalf of my fellow Afghan women and myselt, I would hke lo express our

* heartfelt thunks for meeting with us lnsl week. 11 was indeed an honor. Your
warmth and kindness made.us feel very comfortable.: Allowing us to share with.
you aur droams for women in A fghanistan lecq us hope for the tuture. Wc -
uppreciate your support very much.

‘ I would like to also mention that we ure incredibly grm«.h:l to Vitul Voijces
- for their very effective Afghun Women's Training Program. We ure fortunute to
huve been given this educational opportunity ns well us the chunce to meet you
und other h|gh-mnk|ng government ofticials..

: ‘T'hunks, ngain, for your graciois hospitality. l hope (o see ynu m,um in the '
f\mnu God Bless Americs. .

. -,"' . : : H N ,|“ s
.bmww‘y' : 63\\&1 \ 0 S kx)"x\ YAQ

Shahls Popal
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KAY BAILEY HUTCH rSON

Umted States Senator ® Texas :

For imimediate release: December 7, 2001
Contact: Lisette Mondello  202-224-9767

- SENATOR HUTCHISON PRAISES ADMINTSTRATION‘S .EFFORTS
TO INCLUDE WOMEN IN FUTURE OF AFGHANISTAN

B (Wasmngton, DC)—Senator Kay Bailey Hutchlson, author of the Afghan Women’s and
_ Children’s Relief Act, today landed the Administration’s efforts to ensure that women have a role
in the future govemning of Afghanistan.

“Not only did women have a place at the table in Bonn, but the interim govemment wﬂl mclude v
‘women in key positions,” Sen. Hutchison said. “President Bush and the First Lady have.
prioritized the inclusion of women in Afghanistan’s future, Their leadership will assure that
‘women will have a role in govemment and the voice to bring women back into the classrooms
and hosp1tals

' Sen Hutchison’s legislation passed Congress last month and is sehedﬁled to be 51gned by the -
President next week, The legislation would ensure that any U, S, aid to Afghanistan be provided.
to women and children as well as men. ‘ . o |

“The Adtrmustratxon and Congress have worked together to shine a spotlight on the deplorable
situation facing Afghan women and children under the Taliban. And we are worlcm g together to
make sure their plight is addressed,” Sen. Hutchison smd , '

~30-
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216D FAYBURN BuilDiNgG
"WASHINGTON, DC 205150918
{202) 225-3931
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For Immediate Releasc For More Information Conlact:
December 6, 2001 : ' . Cesar Cardenas: (202) 225-3931

Ros-Lehtinen Praises Agreement Reached in Bonn and
Commends Bush Administration’s Efforts on Afghanistan

Congresswoman Ilcana Ros-Lehtinen, Chair of the Subcommittee on International
Operations and Humaun Rights, stated today that: “The agreement reached in Bonn yesterday
establishing an interim government in Afghanistan is a testament to the courage and .
determination of the Afghan people to free themselves from the Taliban’s oppression and
sceure a future for their country where respect for human rights, particularly women’s
rights, are the crux of a new government.” ' :

Ros-Lehtinen added that: “The Bonn agreement also demonstrates how the US.
leadership helped galvanize the international community behind the timely resolution of a
process years in the making, The Bush Administration, particularly the personal etforts of
President and Mrs. Bush, were instrumental in making known to the world the egregions
situation facing Afghanistan, especially its women under Taliban rule, and in supporting -
the process by which Afghanistan can become a free and democratlc state.”

%It is also important to thank the men and women of the U.S. armed forces who .
have made the ultimate sacrifice to make the world safe from terrorism and who selflessly
‘worked to assist the Afghan people in their struggle for freedom and liberty,” Ros—Lehtmen
emphasm:ed -

The result of the Bomn agreement yesterday coincides with the introduction of the
. Afghanistan Freedom and Reconstruction Act being filed today by Congressman Torm Lantos and
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. This bill ensures the United States® support for an interim .
government in Afghanistan and the eventual development of a freely elected government in that
country, linking this support to the promotl on and protectmn of human rights, partlcularly the
rights of women.

Ros-Lchtinen summarized: “today is a bistoric moment for the U.S., as we begin to
solidify an alliance in the pursuit of freedom around the world with our new partner— a -
liberated Afghanistan, U.S. policy demonstrates this Congress’, this Administration’s and
this country’s solidarity with the Afghan people in establishing a government of theiyr

making.”

PRINTED ON REGYCLED PAPER
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Michele Apostolos
December 7, 2001 PHONE: 202-225-2015

PRYCE PRAISES ADMINSTRATION’S EFFORT TO PROMOTE
INCLUSION OF WOMEN IN NEW AFGHAN GOVERNMENT

Washmgton, D.C. -US. Representatlve Deborah Pryce (R-OH 15) today pralsed
President Bush and his Administration’s efforts to encourage the inclusion of women in
the new government developing in Afghanistan.

“President Bush and the First Lady are committed to helpmg wormen in
Afghamstan > Pryce said. “This Administration’s influence in the arena of women’s
affairs in Afghanistan has been vital and we are encouraged by the recent first steps taken
in Bonn, Germany w1th the inclusion of two female delegates in the Intenm Authonty

. “Tt is crucial that the new govemment in Afghanistan restore the female voice to
govemment and other parts of their society,” Pryce added. “In order for the new
~ government to be effective, it must be fully representative. This 1s not a new concept in
- Afghanistan, nor is it something that will be re-achieved easily. I am pleased this .
Administration has shown it will contmue to work tirelessly toward restoring women’s
nghts n Afghamstan

#itt
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VITAL VOICES

GLOBAL PARINERSHIP

1050 Connectrcut ‘Ave., NW, 10th Floor Washmgton DC 20036 Tel (202) 772: 4162 “Fax: (202) 772-2353 wwwvﬁalvotces org‘ R '

AFGHAN WOMEN TO ADDRESS SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND .A: -
GEORGETOWN FORUM ON WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN REBUILDING
‘ AFGHANISTAN

‘ While del1berat1ons continue about the future of Afghan1stan and the role that
B women Will play in building it, a group of Afghan women leaders will be'in Wash1ngton
'D.C. this week to address. senior government officials, participate in a public forum at
‘ Georgetown University, and receive training at the Vital Voices Global Leadership- -
- Institute to help make their voices heard in rebuilding and running their country: Many-

“oof these women are refugees who fled the Tal1ban and are now po1sed to lead again’ -
S when they return. Participants 1nclude 5 : : :

o BELQUIS AHMADI

r Forced to leave Afghanistan 1 in 1996, Belquis Ahmad1 came to the US as a

’ refugee in 1999. A leading voice on the ri ghts of Afghan women, she currently. works in
" the Women’s Rights Advocacy Program of the International Human Ri ghts Law Group :

" in ' Washington, D.C. In addition to her work on the: 'WRAP Pakistan project. for Afghan :

o refugee women, Ms. Ahmadi works to build networks with-women’s rights groups in .

Asia and the Middle East. Before j joining the Law Group in 1999, she worked with the
International Comm1ttee of the Red Cross (Afghamstan) CARE-International

o (Afghanistan), and the Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan Relief (Pakistan).",

Ms.' Ahmadi is also one of the three-member founders. of the Afghan Women s

s ,‘ Network in Kabul. When she had to leave. Afghamstan for Pakistan in 1996, she -

‘. contmued to work for the rights of Afghan women as the Coordinator of Afghan N
L Women s Network in Peshawar. She has worked w1th Afghan women refugees on 1ssues o
of domest1c violence, conflict resolution, and community outreach. ‘Ms. Ahmadi has -~

e published a number of articles in the area’ of the Afghan women'’s ri ghts and has also e
" raised the issue of violence against Afghan women before the UN Commission for -

«+. ~Human Rights, and other international policy fora. She is currently working on issues. . e
L related to refugee women and violence agalnst women. dunng armed. conﬂ1ct

L ’JAMILA (She cannot use her last name, or show her face on TV)

_ Currently resrdmg in Peshawar, Paklstan JamJla worked as a-women’s nghts‘:_'
. activist for..13 years. Currently, she is the Director, of Afghan Women Welfare .

= Development (AWWD), .a non- -governmental organ1zat1on dedicating . to prov1d1ng,1,_

women with educational and _]Ob opportunities, ‘basic health care, and vocat1onal training. -

-In add1t1on the organ1zat1on seeks to fac1htate the part1c1pat1on of women 1n the natlonal' e



affa1rs of their country by g1v1ng them the chance to take part in international meet1ngs )

¢ ... She completed her education from the Faculty of Science in Kabul, Afghan1stan and 18 -
: also a member of the Afghan Women S Network (AWN) : S

‘SARA AMIRYAR : S
: Ms. Amiryar is a lead1ng act1v1st in the Afghan commumty in the Un1ted States

| Onglnally from Kandahar, she was raised in Kabul. She received her Master’s Degree R
“from Georgetown Univeristy in International Affairs and is now-the Ass001ate D1rector of -

Affirmative Action Programs for Georgetown University. SO
Ms. Amiryar has been very active in humanitarian work She has 1ndependently
visited and assisted refugees in refugee camps in Pakistan, partlc1pated in heanngs on'the -

“abuse of women in Afghanistan, worked with USAID and the Red Cross.on humamtanan -

“aid issues, and lobbies on behalf of Afghan women and their rights in the Un1ted States.
- She also counsels Afghan women with family problems in a confidential setting, helps .
Afghan families seek asylum, and helps Afghan women with their job searches. Ms.

. Amiryar served as'the president of the Afghan Assoc1at10n for Solidarity and Cooperat1on
* from 1994-1996, serves on the Advisory Committee to the Undersecretary of State for - -
“..Diplomacy and Public Affairs, is a member of the national Asseciation of Amencans

- with Disability Act Coordinators and has been the V1ce Pres1dent of the Central As1a B |
. ﬁResearch and Development Center s1nce 1994 ’ : R

”_SADOOZAIPANAH

Ms.  Panah- left Afghanlstan six months ago and has been l1v1ng in ex1le in the i

-'j.Unrted States. Currently, she is the Managing Director for Women’s Development for |

~ Afghanistan, where she coordinates offices throughout Afghamstan Pakistan, and the
" United States. She works with eight refugee camps in Afghanistan to help women
, ."develop income-generating skills, provide girls access to educational opportunities, and
'~ improve public health. Ms. Panah is also a member of the Board of Directors for. the

" Afghan Development Organization, Afghan Women Welfare Development (AWWD) :

. and ‘the. Afghan Health Development Services. In addition, Ms. Panah serves on the
" “Board of D1rectors for ‘the Afghan NGO Coordination Bureau, which - oversees 113.
+ NGOs. : i

 SHAHLAPOPAL

M. Popal is a women’s rights’ act1v1st Ori gmally from Kabul she was forced to =
: leave her home in 1992. At an early age, Ms. Popal began her life as an activist. ‘When '
. she was thirteen years old, she was put in jail for protesting the communist govemment
Recognized as an outspoken young leader, the government pressured her to join them.-

- '_Ms Popal left Afghanistan for Pakistan in 1989 as a result of intensified. pressure from

- the Afghan government to work on their- behalf. . As a refugee herself, she worked for

- one-and half years as a dentist with Afghan women refugees in refugee camps.. In 1992 e
.she'came to the United States to attend various conferences and cultural act1V1t1es to work R

~ for the cause of Afghan women. Ms. Popal worked for the Association of Peace and- -
o 'Democracy for Afghamstan for four years and in 1996 she ]omed the Afghan radlo '




i statlon in V1rg1n1a wh1ch is broadcast throughout V1rg1n1a Maryland, Washlngton DC
~ San Francisco, and Los Angeles In the past she worked with WAFA with Zieba ’
- ‘Shorish-Shamely. She continues to work for human rights i issues and serves as an :
 advisor to various women’s associations.in addition for workmg with the movement for
- Democracy and Human Ri ghts for Afghanlstan ‘She currently lives in V1rg1n1a and is : '
. commltted to rebuilding her home country s - o

' FARIDA AZIZI - - -
, Farida Azizi came to the Un1ted States asa refugee in 2000. As a peace activist,
Ms. Azizi has worked to promote the human rights of Afghan women through her work

. within the aid community, and through. her advocacy at the international level. While a

: 'Program Officer for the Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) Afghanistan Program from 1996- :
2000, Ms. Azizi supervised the women’s program, implemented by NCA’s twenty
i partner organizations. Her responsibilities included capacity- -building programs for = '
Afghan women in the peace-building and rehabilitation of Afghanistan. Her regular travel .

" inside Afghanistan put her in close contact with Afghan women in diverse regions,

.including Kabul, Ghazni, Wardak, Khost Paktia, Logar Laghman Jalalabad Mazar-r—'

* Sharif and Herat.

Ms. Azizi was one of the founding members of the Cooperatron for Peace and ‘
* Unity, a network committed to developing peace capacities at the grassroots level. She is. -

o alsoa member of the Afghan Women’s Network, based in Peshawar, Pakistan,’ Ms. Azizi: - -
- . -completed a certificate course in Peace Building at Eastern Mennonite Un1vers1ty in-

Harrisonburg, Virginia. She has also advocated for Afghan women’s rights in various :
1ntemat10nal conferences and meetmgs in Bangladesh Ind1a and the United: K1ngdom

L HASSINA SHERJAN SAMAD - : :
B “Ms. Samad is the Executive Dlrector of A1d Afghanlstan V1ce Pre31dent of Pubhc
Affairs for the Afghanistan Information Center, and has traveled extenswely throughout -

“ the region to participate in Afghan women’s rights conferences, conduct surveys of local -~ -

~development conditions, and assess education systems. In 1999, Ms. Samad: sought' -

. ‘Taliban cooperation in Kabul for the establishment of a girls’ education program ‘When
- the Taliban refused, Ms. Samad opened five clandestine classes for girls that are stlll
privately funded. Ms. Samad has also interviewed ‘Ahmad Shah Massoud; the leadér of
the Northern Alliance opposition to the Taliban, and has reported -on. both h1s trip to’
' "France and the former Afghan King Zaher Shah’s Jpeace process meetmg in Rome, Italy.

" Prior to her current position, Ms. Samad was Executive Director of “Children’s V01ce a.

~- non-profit organization providing. educatlonal and humanitarian aid to dlsplaced Afghans‘. o

« inboth Afghanlstan and Pakistan.



&3 ‘{.-SUSAN SAFI RAFIQ L » \
~Susan is'a women’s 1i ghts activist who is currently workmg to establ1sh the
Atlanta Afghan Women’s Association Widow Relief Fund; a non- -profit organization that

- will focus pnmanly on the humanitarian conditions of women and widows in Pakistan

and Afghanistan. Her work began even as an. elementary school student in her home of
‘Southern Afghamstan With her passion for the advancement of women’s.ti ghts she
organized and coordinated the speakers who came to her school to discuss women’ s

: issues. Ms. Safi Raf1q went on to participate in demonstratlons against the Soviet
1nvasron where she was caught and imprisoned. Facing a death sentence, Ms. Safi. Rafrq
was forced to'flee Afghanistan for West Germany, where she studied public health for

three years. While completing her studies at a German un1vers1ty, she established the first - | |

' Afghan Club in Aachen, West Germany to raise awareness about the conditions. faced by

~ ..women in Afghamstan She also worked with the Afghan Culture Center as a commumty o
L ,outreach worker, holding community educatlon classes for Afghan newcomers. . - .

© In 1991, Ms. Safi Rafiqg moved to Northern California where she helped to found
»Af ghan Women Association International, a non-profit organization ded1cated to '

- defendmg the rights of Afghan women. She has also worked as a community.outreach
- worker, conducting community and health education workshops that provide translatron DR

~services and referrals to government agencies. Continuing her struggle for women’s

i ights, she helped to found the Afghan Health Education Project, a commumty health and -
" mobilization project that provides health education classes and translates health educat1on

_1nformatlon to Afghan women in Northem Callfom1a

Pk NAFISA ROUHANI ~ ¥ :
e ‘Nafisa Rouhani is‘a founder of the Afghan Center in Callfom1a ‘She has worked
with the Center for the past sixteen years, providing social services, Enghsh as‘a second

language classes employment, immigration and naturalization services,-Women -

Leadersh1p Training, Youth Leadersh1p Training, housmg development and housrng

, .. assistance to refugees and immigrants from Afghamstan Iran, Pakjstan and other M1ddle
Eastem countries.

o * In partnership wit the Chabot College Ms Rouham also founded a pnmary : |
school for refugees and 1mm1grant children in Hayward California. She developed the

- curriculum which was later incorporated into the Hayward' Unified School District

workJng with refugees and immigrants. The school graduated 1,200 students in two L

S - years.” Ms. Rouhani also organizes the Afghan New' Year which attracts over 10 000 '

”people from all over California.” She has énsured that Afghan women can part1c1pate in_

... the organization of this event, thus promotmg the Afghan women S cause and creat1ng a 3‘_ e .
. safe forum for discussion. : L G

: -~ In 1998, Ms. Rouhani orgamzed one: of the largest humamtanan prO_]CCtS for o
* Afghan refugees in Pakistan, primarily benef1t1ng Afghan refugee women and children. ‘
-She has appeared as a panelist at San Francisco State University, State Adv1sory Counc1l :

B '-“:;-_'v}'Of California, St. Mary’s University in Oakland, and other private and public

” organizations, speakJng about social adjustment of refugees and the human nghts

o : 'v1olat10ns faced by Afghan women. She recerved an award from the Afghan Center n




‘1988 for her ]eadersh1p role in organlzlng one of the ]argest human1tar1an aid efforts to-
.Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

" In addition; Ms. Rouhani has rece1ved several awards from Alameda Country
Board of Supervisors, and the Governor’s CltlZCnShlp Award for her outstandmg

gcontnbutlon to strengthenlng local communltles ‘

'HADISA SAFI

' Hadisa Safi came to Georgla in-2000 as a refugee having worked extenswe]y in
child development and children’s advocacy in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Ms. Safi served
as a community-based social work trainer for six years for Swedish Save the Children in

“Peshawar, Pakistan. While working at Save the Children, Ms. Safi -also promoted

- children’s rights to basic health, and community-based rehab111tatlon Prior-to Save the
Children, Ms. Safi was the General Director of Kindergartens for the Department of -

. Education in Kabul, Afghanlstan She supervised all kindergartens, nurseries and - '

daycare centers in the city.  She also supervised téachers and staff, formed and managed'

 the parent committees, and established partnerships with area primary schools. Ms. Safi
. has received many awards and commendations, and has pa11101pated in the Third World =
B Conference on Women in Na1rob1 Kenya, and the Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beljlng, China. She is fluent in Pashto and Persian, and has written numerous articles " .
““on the issues of women and chlldren including chlldren s responses to trauma. Ms ‘Safi-

is a tralned nurse and m1dw1fe and currently teaches at the Chlldren s World Learning '

‘;Center in Georgla

| MARY CHOPAN ALAMSHAHI

Mary Chopan Alamshahi was born i in- Northern Afghanlstan and went 0 on to attend“,

s ’the School of Medicine University of Kabul. She was later forced to leave Afghanlstan o
- ;for the US, where she obtained a nursing degree from San Francisco State Univetsity in
71990, She worked asa registered nurse for several years, and then obtained a graduate
R degree at Sacramento State University. Slnce 1994, she has worked as a nurse
_practitioner specializing in internal medlclne

Ms. Alamshahi has also worked to support the cause of oppressed Afghan '

~‘women, and is seeking a tole for women in the upcoming Afghan government. She
g supports the principle of democracy through the convening of a Loya Jerga or Afghan
" 'Grand Assembly, a grassroots effort empowering the Afghan people to determme the1r .
’ ‘,own future She currently res1des in Rosev1l]e Callforma '
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Vital Voices Global Leadership Institute 2001
- Women’s Leadership to Rebuild Afghanistan

Washington, DC

A Critical Need

The United States, the U.N. and other nations are currently engaged in discussions to
create a post-Taliban coalition government in Afghanistan. Prior to the takeover by the
Taliban, women played a leadership role in Afghan society. They served as lawyers and
judges, educators, physicians and government leaders. It is crucial that women take their
rightful place in the new Afghan government. VVGP is working to bring the issue of
women’s participation to the attention of decision-makers.

When a new regime emerges in Afghanistan, women must be represented in significant
numbers in decision-making bodies to ensure that the ideals of democracy, civil society,
and freedom prevail over the forces of extremism and repression. Thousands of Afghan
women have been violently and abruptly removed from positions of authority. These
women need confidence building and communications skills to empower them to
represent their interests in the coming weeks and months to U.S. government officials
and members of the international press.

Program
The Vital Voices Global Partnership will host a three-day leadership and communications

workshop for emerging women leaders of Afghan citizenship. The workshop is part of
the Vital Voices Global Leadership Institute at Georgetown University, a collaboration
based in the Georgetown Public Policy Institute and includes participation from the
Schools of Law, Business, and Foreign Service. The program will provide Afghan
women with the unprecedented opportunity to:

e Develop their leadership skills in communication and advocacy;

e Meet with decision-makers in the U.S. government, on Capitol Hill, and at the
U.S. Department of State to influence US policy initiatives to rebuild
Afghanistan;

e Shape a larger on-going program at the Leadership Institute and in Afghanistan by
helping to develop curriculum for future training of emerging women leaders in
civil society development and democracy building.

These trainings will counter the destructive forces of terrorism and repression by
empowering Afghan women to play a role in building a stable, democratic society.



. j}VVGP Capabllltles o ’ ER i ,
'Members of the VVGP leadersh1p team’ have been leadmg advocates for US d1plomat1c
: and humanltanan support for Afghanistan: women and girls suffenng since the: Tallban

. moved into Kabulin 1996. Under their leadership at the White House and the. Statey .

g .Department the United States government developed innovative prOJects for girls™ E

- "education,and capacrty building for Afghan women refugees. VVGP hasbeen in regular S
- contact with Afghan women living inthe U.S. as ‘well'as-other parts of the world anid has .~~~
- ‘_fforged alliances with senior U.N. ofﬁcrals 1nternatlonal orgamzatlons and forelgn leaders O
s :.."" to contlnue to-address the needs of women in Afghanlstan ot S

On November 1, 2001, the Vltal Vorces Global Partnershlp (VVGP) and the Un1ted

P Natlons Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) hosted a public forum at the Un1ted
© Nations: “‘Women’s Voices to Rebuild Afghanistan.” “ The panel featured UNIFEM -

e  Executive D1rector Noleen Heyzer VVGP Presrdent Theresa Loar and leadlng Afghan ‘ f‘. |

L ywomen act1v1sts

The Afghan panehsts represented a larger group of Afghan women who are worklng to

= vpromote women’s rights in théir country. The Afghan women leaders h1ghhghted the . o
. need for Afghan women to play a leading role in the current deliberations on the future of I
. -Afghanistan and in decision- making bodies in any. future government The panellsts e

- discussed- their need to develop a substantive dlalogue with key U'S. pohcy -makers, . -
- equip Afghan women with leadership skills, and bulldlng a network of those Afghan - “
_ 'jwomen leaders llvmg in ex11e around the world . , G




Vltal V01ces Global Leadershlp Instltute 2001
Leadershlp and Communications Workshop for

'>v'Mondav_', November 26 :

600pm .

830 am/ 10 10:30 am.

- 1030am to 1 2:00 pm :

" 1:00 pm. 10 4:00 pm.

. 430pm t06:00 pm.

B Wednesdav, November 28

. ""‘.:10 :00° am to 12 OO noon

_ Afghan Women

November 26 30 .
Washmgton, DC

‘- Partxclpants amve m Washmgton DC

: Welcome at the Jury s Hotel

1500 New Hampsh1re Ave NW | Dt

B ‘_:Vlta] V01ces Global Partnershlp

1050 Connecticut Ave., NW. 10th Floor N

¥ Washm gton DC

Communzcatlons Tralnmg

“Ann. Lewis SRR S R
* Former White. House Commumcatlons Dlrector and SR
: Professor Brandels Un1vers1ty L '

‘Medla Trammg v SR
Lisa Lederer, Pres1dent PR Solutlons Inc

L Gretchen erght VP, PR Solutlons Inc:

_ -':Leadershlp Tramlng ' ' p
-‘Mahnaz Afkhami, Pres1dent Women S Learmng K
}Par’mershlp : s

Dtscusswn and Tralmng

- 'Dennls Wholey, Host ‘This l‘S Amerzca

Hands -on Medza Trammg : T
~ Susan Davns President, Susan Dav1s Internatlona] -
1000 Vermont Ave NW T
- Washlngton DC




| 100pm ‘,to 300 p.m.

 400pm10500pm.

U 6:00pm. 109:00pm.

', i Thursdav, Novemb"er‘.‘v2‘9‘ '

. 9:00am. 10.12:00 noon

10 OOpm to200pm
' 2 30pm to4 OOpm R

- 5 00 p m. to 6: 30 pm

:’} Frldav, ‘No\-'.e‘rnl;‘er’ 30

- Jill Schuker SVP and Managing: D1rector i R
~ International Operatlons and Global Strategy, The SETRT
~ Kamber Group o o

1920 L St., NW Ste: 700 " e |

Washmgton DC
f VMeetzngs wzth polzcy-makers TBD

: ,Publzc Forum at Georgetown Unzverszty i

Co- sponsored by Georgetown’s School of Forelgn ERT

- Service and the Vital Voices Global Partnershlp :
" Moderated by,Carol Lancaster, Board Mer_nber

Vital Voices Global Partnership and Director of the

~Graduate School of Forei gn Serv1ce Georgetown
_University ; T S
,'Bunn Intercu]tural Center Georgetown Un1ver51ty RS

| Speczal znvztatzon to the Natzonal Democratzc
.. Institute for Internatzonal Aj_"fazrs Annual Dinner -
- ‘1n honor of Kofi Annan U N. Secretary General _

” Roundtable dlscusszon on future currzculum for L
' traznzng emerging Afghan women: leaders in czvzl

- society development and. democracy building -
 ‘Welcome by Carol Lancaster, Board Member SEDRITRIRE

‘Vital Voices:Global Partnership. and Dlrector of the. B

_Graduate School of Forelgn Serv1ce" PENEE ~ I
- Georgetown Un1ver51ty v e
~ Facilitated by Joan WlnShlp, Adv1sor for Strateglc”: C
- Alliances, Vital V01ces Global Partnershlp T
'Bunn Intercultural Center Georgetown Umver51ty S

v 'Coalztzon Buzldzng, Next Steps and Wrap up
- Senate Brzef ng
S Receptlon in Honor of Afghan Women Leaders
- hosted by Donna McLarty, '

“Vice Chalrperson of the Board of D1rectors
: V1ta] Vmces Global Partnershlp

Participants depart
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VVGP Global Leadership Institute at Georgetown University

What is it? The Vital Voices Global Leadership Institute at Georgetown University is a certificate
training program for emerging women leaders from around the world. It was created to respond to the
requests from emerging women leaders themselves. Groups of women come to Georgetown University to
receive leadership training, hands-on experience, and valuable and enduring partnerships with U.S. and
international leaders in one of three critical areas: civil society and political participation, business and
entrepreneurship; and human rights, particularly trafficking in persons. The collaboration has its
academic base in the Georgetown University Public Policy Institute and includes the participation of the
Schools of Law, Business, Foreign Service and the Office of International Programs.

What do women learn? VVGP is working closely with experts in the region to develop
appropriate curricula and ensure participants are able to effectively apply their training when
they return home.- Each curriculum track is developed and taught by members of the
Georgetown faculty as well as outside experts in the field. The program provides for interaction
with Georgetown students in order to facilitate cross-cultural dialogue and provide additional
networking opportunities.

The courses focuses on leadership skills, including oral and written communications,
organizational development, project management, developing effective partnerships, and
utilizing technology. Specialized coursework includes skills building in either civil society and
political participation (e.g., drafting legislation, lobbying, coalition building, issue advocacy);
business and entrepreneurship (accessing capital, writing a business plan, marketing); or human
rights, especially trafficking in women and children (public awareness campaigns, crafting
legislation, prevention and protective services, effective prosecution). Vital Voices is tailoring
each training to the needs of the participants.

How are participants chosen? Vital Voices utilizes our extensive network in countries across
the globe to identify the best candidates for training at the Global Leadership Institute. First and
foremost, selection is field driven. Vital Voices elicits recommendations from partner
organizations, U.S. Embassies, and international institutions to identify emerging women leaders
who will have a significant impact in their home countries.

What happens after graduation? In the year following the training, Vital Voices will assess
whether the participants have met the goals they set, as well as their future needs. The VVGP
network will play a role in designing follow up trainings on the ground in their home countries
and in building regional and country specific alumnae associations of the Vital Voices Institute.
Over time, Vital Voices will use the Global Leadership Institute as a model to establish affiliated
training programs at other academic institutions or through other programs in the targeted
countries.
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“My involvement with Vital Voices gave me the support I needed to raise national attention to the issue of
trafficking in women and girls in the Ukraine. The skills and credibility I gained through Vital Voices
helped me to get legislation passed to combat this modern-day form of slavery.”

--Oksana Gorbunova, NGO leader in Ukraine

-

In Northern Ireland, a woman runs for the new Assembly, hoping to be a voice for peace and
prosperity in a place that has waited too long for both. In Russia, a woman creates an association of
crisis centers to coordinate efforts to aid victims of domestic violence. In Cambodia, a woman
launches a microcredit program so that hundreds of women are now able to start their own businesses
— and support their own families. What do these three women have in common? They are all
emerging women leaders who are part of the nonprofit Vital Voices Global Partnership (VVGP).

What is VVGP? VVGP is a worldwide non-governmental organization of women leaders building
democracies, strong economies, and peace. Its work focuses on three critical areas: expanding
women’s roles in politics and civil society; increasing successful women’s entrepreneurship; and
fighting human rights abuses, such as the trafficking in women and children.

Who is involved? VVGP has a staff with vast expertise in global women’s issues and a strong
bipartisan board that includes Discovery Communications President Judith McHale; Carnegie
Corporation President Emeritus David Hamburg; former World Bank U.S. Executive Director
Jan Piercy; Chair of Susan Davis International Susan Davis; Boeing Vice President for Europe
Ambassador Craig Johnstone; and Director of the Georgetown Foreign Service Program Carol
Lancaster. The Honorary Co-Chairs are Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton and Nancy
Kassebaum Baker. VVGP has affiliated chapters and thousands of advisory council and network
members throughout the world — from Russia to Venezuela. It is working in partnership with
leading corporations, universities, non-profits, foundations, and governments.

How did it all begin? VVGP grew out of the United States government’s successful Vital Voices
Democracy Initiative, which was established after the UN 4™ World Conference on Women in
Beijing to promote the advancement of women as a U.S. foreign policy goal. Now, it is building on
that record by providing skills, networking, and other support to women around the world,
whether they are working for the right to vote in Kuwait or entrepreneurship in Vietnam .

What is VVGP doing? Its innovative programs include:

¢ The Vital Voices Global Leadership Institute at Georgetown University: Leadership training
programs for women around the world in public policy, entrepreneurship and human rights.

¢ Anti-Trafficking Initiative: Prevent trafficking abroad and work with social service centers,
counselors, and the legal community to provide assistance to the 50,000 girls and women who are
shipped like drugs to the U.S. and enslaved here every year.
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