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United States ,
Architectural and Transportatlon Barrlers Compllance Board

1331 F Street, NW ‘Washington, DC 20004 1111 ® 202 272 5434 (Vo»ce) ° 202 272- 5449 (TDD) ° 202-272- 5447 (FAX)

" March 26, 2001

Mr. Alan A. Reich

- President

~ National Organization on Dlsablhty
910 Sixteenth St., NW
Washington, DC 20006 -

Dear Mr Reich:

We have been asked to respond to your recent letter to President Bush where you state
NOD’s position about accessible voting, and ask for the Administration’s attention.

As you know the Access Board has the resporisibility of developing accessibility guidelines
under the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Architectural Barriers Act, and now two other acts.
We strongly believe in accessibility. We also believe that it is eritically important that polling places,
voting machines, and votermaterials are accessible to all people with disabilities. We agree that-
too many people with dlsabllltles have been disenfranchised by the lack of access1b111ty Voting is
probably the most 1mportant right and duty we, as cmzens have.

The Access Board would certainly c_ommit to 'Working with your organization, Congress,
-and other agencies within the Executive Branch to develop guidelines or other kinds of technical
assistance to help achieve a voting system accessible to all people.

Sinberely, ' '
-Lawrence W. Roffeev
" Executive Director

The Access Board
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TO: ARCHITECTURAL & TRANSPORTATION ’
BARRIERS COMPLIANCE BOARD
“~ ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION
DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: " 450663
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JAN 25, 2001
TO: PRESIDENT BUSH
FROM: ALAN REICH
‘ PRESIDENT

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION ON DISABILITY
910 SIXTEENTH, N.W.
W, DC 20006

SUBJECT: CONCERNS REGARDING ELECTION REFORM WITH A VOTING SYSTEM ACCESSIBLE
TO THOSE WHO ARE DISABLED

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS
OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT 456-2590.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
March 7, 2001
- TO: Office of Records Management
The White House

Room 72 o
 Washington, D. C. 20500

~ FROM: Eva A. DeSamo %/(94

Correspondence Control Center
Room 639G Humphrey Building
Washington, D. C. 20201
202-690-6392 '

SUBJECT: AlanReich
ID# 450663

The attached correspondénce is being returned for referral to the:
Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board.



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

March 02, 2001

TO: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 450663
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JAN 25, 2001
TO: PRESIDENT BUSH
FROM: ALAN REICH
PRESIDENT

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION ON DISABILITY
910 SIXTEENTH, N.W.
W, DC 20006

SUBJECT: CONCERNS REGARDING ELECTION REFORM WITH A VOTING SYSTEM ACCESSIBLE
TO THOSE WHO ARE DISABLED

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS
OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT 456-2590.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE
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o '”.Marc'h 8, 2001 -

o ‘»Dear Rep'resehtati've Johnson:'

Thank you for- your recent letter regardlng fundmg for a comprehenswe electlon refonn o
package . : o o - v , o

.I have shared your letter with the Presrdent ] budget adv1sors and the appropnate k
. “agencies who have been formulatmg pohcy recommendatlons in thJs area. Your ~

B comments are rece1v1ng the1r close and careful attentlon

P ",T_hank you for yo'ur rnterestmf wrltrng.\, '

Slncerely, RN

" Nicholas E. Calio - -
. Assistant to the President and
- Director of Legislative Affairs.

.The Honorable Edd1e Bernice J ohnson

‘ " U.S. House ofRepresentatlves e

o Washlngton DC

T\

= Bcc w/ copy of i nc.: “_OMB for approprlate actlon S ’
R o WHPohcy, WHPohtlcal FEC for 1nfonnatlon

016312
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‘ Pre51dent George W Bush

Congressmnal Black C_aucus

of the United States Congress

1511 Longworth HOB . Washlngton 'DC 20515 (202) 225- 8885 .. fax (202) 226 1477

T Www, house gov/johnson/cbc

| ?‘February 12,2001

The White House o
1600 Pennsylvama Ave., N. W
Washlngton D C. 20500

Dear' M. Presldent:

Thank you for v1s1t1ng w1th the Democratlc Caucus at our annual retreat mn > e

Farmmgton Pennsylvama last week Talsoappreciate your taking questions

from Members of the Caucus:* As you will recall, I'asked you to include a- ,‘ ;

comprehensive election reform package in your Frscal Year. 2002 budget o
request to Congress Your reply was “Yes ‘ma’am.’ :

\

- Mr. Presrdent this is a Very serious matter for all voters in Amerlca butf' .
- especially it is of real 1mportance to African-Americans and minorities. ‘1"

- urge you to. give this.your personal attention... We must correct all of the . -

 problems inour election system in'sufficient t1me for the 2002 election cycle -

- To accomplrsh this, Mr. President, itis necessary that the country understand ‘

. your proposal to. ﬁx the problem The 1ntegr1ty of our democracy is at stake o

1 urge you to promote a package of reforms that w111 address all the problems‘, o
that voters, experrenced in'the last election. The Congressional Black Caucus -
stands ready to assist you 'in- ach1ev1ng the goal of correctlng the -
imperfections in our ‘broken system. I believe that our goal shouldbetoenact ~ -

l legislation no later than the 4th of July, and I can not th1nk of a better:" S

_ b1rthday grft for Amer1ca : : A

vAgarn please know that I am comm1tted to solvmg thls problem and look |

forward to workmg w1th you on this most 1mportant issue.

Eddle Bernice Johnson ‘ SRR
'Cha1r Congressronal Black Caucus ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
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TO: OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID:
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

479996
LETTER, DATED FEB 12, 2001
PRESIDENT BUSH

THE HONORABLE EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

URGES THE PRESIDENT TO INCLUDE A COMPREHENSIVE ELECTION REFORM
PACKAGE IN HIS FY02 BUDGET SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS THAT WILL ADDRESS

ALL THE PRESIDENTS THAT VOTERS EXPERIENCED IN THE LAST ELECTION

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS
OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT 456-2590.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE



March 8, 2001

Dear Representative Johnson:

43449,

Thank you for your recent letter regarding funding for a comprehensive election reform

package.

I have shared your letter with the President’s budget advisors and the appropriate
agencies who have been formulating policy recommendations in this area. Your

comments are receiving their close and careful attention.

Thank you for your interest in writing.

]
'

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President and
- Director of Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Bee w/ copy of inc.: - OMB - for appropriate action

WH Policy, WH Political, FEC - for information
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’ Carrie Meek, FL - ‘93

l Bobby Rush, IL - ‘93
Robert C. Scott, VA - ‘93

Melvin Watt, NC - ‘93

Albert Wynn, MD - ‘93

Bennie G. Thompson, MS - ‘93

Chaka Fattah, PA - ‘95

Sheila Jackson Lee, TX - 'S5

Jesse Jackson, Jr., IL - ‘S5

Juanlta Millender-McDonald, CA -'96
Elijah Cummings, MD - 'S6

-, Julia M. Carson, IN - '97

Donna Christian-Christensen, V| - ‘97

’ . Danny K. Davis, IL -'97

Harold E. Ford, Jr., TN - ‘97

Carolyn Kilpatrick, Mt - ‘97
Gregory W. Meeks, NY - ‘08

Barbara Lee, CA - ‘98

Stephanie Tubbs Jones, OH - ‘99
William Lacy Clay, Jr., MO - ‘01

_NOTYI-?RINTED OR MAILED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE
e '

Congressmnal Black Caucus

of the United States Congress

1511 Longworth HOB. o Washlngton DC 20515 » {202) 225- 8885 o fax (202) 226-1477

- www.house. gov/Johnson/cbc

February‘ 12, 2001 .

President George W Bush

The White House }
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. »President»:

Thank you for v1srt1ng with the Democratic Caucus at our annual retreat in

' Farmmgton Pennsylvania, last week. Ialso appreciate your taking questions

from Members of the Caucus. As you will recall, I asked you to include a
comprehensrve election reform package in your Fiscal Year 2002 budget
request. to Congress Your reply was “Yes ma’am.’

Mr. Pres1dent this is-a.very serious matter for all voters in America, but

,.espec1ally it is of real ‘importance to African-Americans and minorities. I

urge you to give this your personal attention. We must correct all of the

- problems in our election system in sufficient time forthe 2002 election cycle.

To accomplish this, Mr. President, it is necessary that the country understand
your proposal to fix the problem. The integrity of our democracy is at stake.

Turge you to promote a package of reforms that will address all the problems

that voters experienced in the last election. The Congressional Black Caucus
stands ready to assist you in achieving the goal of correcting the
imperfections in our broken system. Ibelieve that our goal should be to enact
legislation no later than the 4th of July, and I can not think of a better
birthday gift for America '

Again, please know that I'am committed to solving this problem, and look_ '
forward to working with you on this most important issue.:

Eddie‘Bernlce Johnson l -
Cha1r Congressmnal Black Caucus T Rt BB et
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| *"é\? . FrAN ULMER

l » . ;\ LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

| d STATE OF ALASKA
April 30, 2001

The Honorable George Bush
President - :

United States of America

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

In accordance with Uniform Rule 49 (b) of the Alaska State Legislature, I am
transmitting to you a copy of HCS CSSJR 8 (MLV) am H:

Relating to supporting polling places at military installations.

Sincerely,

v an Ulmer
‘ Ljeutenant Governor

Enclosure

P.O. Box 110015 Juneau, Alaska 99811-0015 Phone (907) 465-3520 Fax (907) 465-5400 % § ? r%g
‘2;7 / éyf




STATE OF ALASKA
“THE LEGISLATURE o

2001

Leglslatlve ‘

Source ' | S ResolveNo

vHCSCSSJRS(MLV)amH S SR S 8

" Relating to supporti'ng poll‘i‘ngplace's at military inistallations.

 BEIT RESOLVED_ BY THE L:‘EGI'SLATURE'OF THE STATE OF ALASKA':‘_ :
WHEREAS the Department of Defense (DoD) 1ssued a d1rect1ve that d1srupted the.

T trad1trona1 author1ty of military base and post commanders in Alaska to allow local electron' ”

o ofﬁc1als to set up voting booths at m1l1tary 1nstallatrons and

_ WHEREAS this action makes 1t more dtfhcult for thousands of mrl1tary personntl.,
*and therr families to vote; and - - ‘ A R '
WHEREAS recent elect1on h1story has shown that every vote is 1mportant n deudmo '
an electron and v v , :
| B WHEREAS Alaska has a long tradrtron ot votrng at m1lrtary 1nstallatrons that could' .
- end asa result of the DoD d1rect1ve and -

_ WHEREAS Alaska has four pollrng places that could be made unavailable for tuture
e electlons by the DoD directive; including pollln0 places at Ft chhardson Ft Warnwrwht o

‘_ Elmendorf Air'F orce Base and E1elson A1r F orce Base and



T posts and

WHEREAS the U.S. House of _Repre‘sentatives respondedtothe nega:tl\'e'et‘t‘ects the
DoD directive would have on Americans 1n uniform and 'th_eir' families by pasSing H.R. 5174

~on October 12; 2000,'to ensure the voting rights of Americans who liveon‘military'bases and -

WHEREAS HR. 5174 allows the Secretary of a m1l1tary department to make any.-
'E‘bu1ld1ng at a’ m1l1tary 1nstallat1on under the Secretarys Jur1sd1ct1on available for use as a
pollmg place in any federal state, or local elect1on and - , : - o

_ WHEREAS once that s1te is made ava1lable for an elect1on H.R. 5174 prov1des 1t wrlll
~ ‘remain available for subsequent elect1ons unless the Secretary notifies the Congress in .
' ‘advance,of the. reasons the burldmg wll no lon er be used in that capac1t

BE ' IT: RESOLVED that the Alaska State Leg1slature respectfully requests thei

: Pres1dent of the Un1ted States the United States Congress and the United States Secretarv of :

Defense to work together 0 countermand any, d1rect1ve that 1mpedes the rights of" Amerrcan 1

c1t1zens to vote at elect1on s1tes at m111tary 1nstallat1ons o

COPIES of this resolut1on shall be. sent to the: Honorable George W Bush President -
| of the United States the Honorable Donald Rumsfeld, Us. Secretary of Defense Lreutenant' o

General Norton A Schwartz, Commander Alaskan Command U.S. "Air Force; Admtral

: Dennrs C. Bla1r Commander in Ch1ef U.S. Pac1ﬁc Command U. S Navy, Major Genera C

"James J. Lovelace Jr., Commandmg General U.S. Army Alaska; and to the Honorable Ted
Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowsk1 U. S Senators and the Honorable Don YounO

- US. Representat1ve members of the Alaska delegatlon in Congress

RS -~ o



 Passed by the Senate March 13,2001

~ATTEST:

~ AUTHENTICATION

~The following officers of the Legislature certify that the attached enrolled resolution, HCS ~
'CSSIR: 8(MLV) am H, consisting of 2 pages;v._vas pass‘edkin c_ohformitvai"[h‘ the requirements of

" the consti'tution and laws ofl:the'Stateof Alaska and the Uniform Rules of the Legislature. |

- )

. Heidi Vogel, Secretary 6T the Senate

o Passed by the House March 12, 2001‘: :

Mu Leﬂ (ﬁl (
Brlan S. Porter Speaker of the House '

ATTEST:

Suzi Low?IL, Chief Clerk of the House _

A‘CTION‘ BY_'}G'OVE_LRN'O'R

© Read by the Governor - %W( 27 | 20 o)

Tony Knowles (er of Alaska :
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Ve THE LEAGUE N - 2018361
m}f \ OF WOMEN VOTERS =

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - , : | (.jgg(%;}\

May 10, 2001

President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We urge you to reconsider your view that American citizens residing in the nation's

capital should not have full voting representation in the body which makestheir laws taxes them
and calls them to war.

The lack of Congressional representation for DC residents constitutes a special irony.
Not only is Congress our national legislature as it is for all US citizens, it also serves, in many -
ways, as our state legislature. Congress may veto any DC enacted legislation it chooses, reviews
our budget as if we were a Federal agency and may even deny us the use of locally raised funds.

“No right is more precious in a free country than that of having a
voice in the election of those who make the laws under which, as
good citizens, we must live. Other rights, even the most basic, are
illusory if the right to vote is undermined.”

Supreme Court Justice Black, Wesberry v. Sanders (1964)

Enclosed is background material that we urge you and your staff review.

Respectfully,

Q_\(Nuuo\) MM

- E. Patricia Hallman
President
Enclosures:
1. Fact Sheet
2. Twenty Questions & Answers -

-733 15th STREET, NW, SUITE 432, WASHINGTON, DC 20005-2112  202+347¢3020 Fax 20234742522
Internet http:/ /www.dewatch.com/Twvde E-mail: vad@erols org.

Prmted on recycled paper ' ) z Oa ioj @




* DC VOTING RIGHTS FACTSHEET
Pfé;izired by the I)C L‘e‘a‘g'ue' of ';Wvomevn’ Voters

" The Constitution gives the U.S. Congress power over the District of Columbia, per Article I, Section 8, Clause 17, ~
to “exercise exclusive legislation in all Cases whatsoever over such capital district...as may... become: the seat of
the Government of the United States as well as enclaves it mlght acquwe .

“Each Amencan cmzen is represented in Congress by one member of the House of Representat|ves and two '
. senators, except citizens of the nat|on s capltal (and those living in terr|tor|es where other. factors operate)

DC was part of the onglnal colonies; its citizens did vote'in Congress before the capital was moved to the District
of Columbia: DC citizens are inheritors of the const|tut|onal claim for votlng rights, equal treatment under the Iaw
' and other principles. : - . .

: Amerlcans living in the natron s capltaI—Amencans who pay federal taxes and can be called to war—should be L
' - treated as other Americans. Accordingto The Federallst Papers the lack of attentlon in the Constltut|on to DC s

- situation reflects an oversrght

e In the last off|C|aI census (1990) the District's populatlon (more than 600 OOO people) was greater than that of
‘ several states (Alaska Wyommg and Vermont) . _

Wh|Ie the Constrtutlon speaks of representatlon in Congress in terms of states the District is in fact treated asif -

- it were a state for more than 500 purposes mcludrng constltutlonal ones as aff|rmed by the Supreme Court For

example: .

1. Article I, Sectlon 8 ‘Congress regulates bus|ness across DC borders and Ievres taxes. -

- 2. Article IV Requires full faith-and credit be given to public acts of every other state and guarantees
pr|V|Ieges and immunities of C|t|zensh1p and a republlcan form of government. . ,

'The Bill of nghts applles to the D|str|ct e. g the 6th Amendment prov1des the right to trial byJury RET

' Each chamber in Congress has speC|aI responslblhtles Representatlon is not effectlve nor complete |f not:in both
chambers. For example: .
A Only the House of Representatlves has the power to |n|t|ate spendlng b|IIs :
2. Only the Senate votes on treaties and presidential nominees.
3. Conference commlttees reerctlng differing views of each chamber are p|votaI to the outcome of '
Ieg|slat|on . : :

'Among worId democracxes notably: those where power is divided between the natlonal government and the - f
‘states, only the United States denles vot|ng representat|on in the: natlonal legislature to C|t|zens of the national
capital. : < :

~The YDistrict’s budget is now_ﬁnanced byflocally raised revenu.esv.' .

. DC citizens are denied voting representation in'that legislative body that:
: Spends their taxes and governs their lives on a natlonal level
Serves as a de facto state legislature.
_ Even has control over Iocally raised funds and Iegrslatlon
Non-DC residents in effect can have more control over the District’ s Iocal affalrs than do DC resldents
themselves. ‘ :

S hAwNag



" District? -

i Twé_lity Questionsr:& Answers: -
: Prepar_ed by the DC League of Women Voters

S, What is the problem? : : ' ' o
. "~ More than a half million Amerlcan cmzens have no vot|ng v0|ce‘|n the U S. Congress, the body that governs -
: them—only because they live in the nation's capltal Washlngton DC -

: 2. Whats new?

Based on the evqutlon of constltutlonal Iaw legal experts have concluded that the U.S. Congress, under its own

 authority under the Constitution, has the powerto provide a remedy for the District's lack of voting representation. This is:

the subject of a 1998 lawsuit filed in the U.S. Dlstr|ct Court for the District of Cqumbla (civil Action No. 98-CV-2187- LFO _

Cllfford Alexander et al, Plalntlffs v. William M. Da/ey, as Secretary of Commerce et aI)

3. What does the U.S. Constltutlon say about the Dlstrlct of Cqumbla? About Congress in reIatlon to the

Article 1,"Section 8, Clause 17 gives the Congress exclusive Jurlsdlctlon over the Dlstrlct Specmcally
"To exercise: excluslve Legislation'in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may by

'Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress,. become the Seat of the Government of the United States,

and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in Wthh the Same
shall be, for the-Erection. of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;"
. The fact that Congress has excluswe power over the Dlstnct makes it all the more nmportant that D|str|ct cntlzens

| be represented in Congress. -

.. 4. Are there other federal enclaves acquired under CIause 17 where res:dents of the federal enclave can vote for
- - representation in the U.S. Congress? :

" Yes. A notable example concerns the reservation of the Nat|onal Instltutes of Health Iocated outside Washmgton

DC in nearby Bethesda, Maryland. The citizens there are like millions of others living on federaI enclaves who vote in the

jurISdICtlonS from ‘which their enclaves were created “This reercts the force of the "equaI protectlon provisions of the

‘ Constltutlon (14 Amendment).

5, Would voting representatlon for the Dlstrlct in Congress be mcons:stent w1th the Constltutlon?

, Constitutional experts have testified that there is no constltutlonal barr|er to representatlon in both the Senate and
the House for resudents of DC (See also Q&A 8.) , : . :

6. So U.s. c:tlzens residing in the Dlstrlct of Columbla have, no votmg representatlon in Congress Isn't that what

. .the Founders intended?

-~ "No. It was an oversight: The federal d|stnct was a new concept when the Constltutlon was wrltten its s|te

" undecided. The Founders did not envision a major city with a large permanent population. n treating the new district

concept, James Madison writing in The Federalist Papers, No. 43 said: "The inhabitants of the District will find sufficient

- inducements of interest to become willing parties of the cession; -as they will have had their voice in the election of the
. government which is to exercise authority over them." '

When the capital was moved in-1800 from Philadelphia to the new District of Columbla populat|on was far below

» ‘the 30 000 specified in relation to establishment of congressional districts. From 1790 to 1800, people living in the territory :i
of the District continued to vote in national elections in Maryland or Virginia. Further, at the outset the right to vote was

highly limited. In the course of 200 years, the franchise has been broadened such that the prlnC|pIe of "one person, one . - '

» vote" is NowW central to our system of laws.




7. Was the seat of the federal government created to protect federal lnterests7 Wouldn ‘tDC representatlon in
Congress threaten the federal interest? :
This is a “red herring.” The Continental Congress wanted to create a federal district so that no one state could
interpose its jurisdiction between the national government afid the §&at of that government. This desire arose from
experience when the Congress was meeting-in Philadelphia and feared attack from drsgruntled unpaid soldiers but could -
not compel the state of Pennsylvania to protect it.
_ Remember, there was great concern about safety and defense after the Revolutionary War. Protecting the young
__government had high priority. However, the population in the District was very small at the outset. It did not constitute a
~ practical threat and, today the federal government is well able to defend itself. Moreover, as American citizens, DC
~ citizens have the same full range of federal interests as any other citizens, e.g., health care and foreign policy.
- Additionally, there are many important federal operations in the states that could be viewed as being equally |mportant as
are operations in the District. The Pentagon, located in Virginia, is one example. .
~ Finally, the parallel should be tested. There is no more inherent conflict between federal interests and those living: -
in.the nation's capital than there is between residents of state caprtals and-the respectlve state governments

. 8. The Constltutlon provides for congressronal representatlon from states. The Dlstrlct of Columbla ls not a state.
" Why should it have congressional representation as if it were? . ‘
' The District is responsible for conducting state-level functions in add|t|on to classic local functions, (See Q&A 13, )
- More importantly, the District is treated as if it were a state for more than 500 purposes including constitutional
‘ones as affirmed by the Supreme Court. For example: sl
e Article |, Section 8: Congress regulates business across D|str|ct borders and Ievres taxes;
-« Article IV: Requires that full faith and credit be givento public acts of every other state and guarantees
- .privileges and immunities of citizenship as well as a.republican form-of government; . e
e The Bill of Rights Applies in-the District; for example -the-6th Amendmerit provides the right to trial by j Jury
; " In the Alexander v. Da/ey lawsuit, plamt|ffs address the statlst argument from varrous perspectlves A basrc
argument is made: '
- Articte I, Section 2 of the Constltutlon provrdes "The House of Representatrves shall be composed of Members .
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States...." At that time no federal seat of government had
been defined; it was a theoretical construct. The entities with Wthh drafters were famllrar were states and thus '
- logical to mention. But it is the * 'people” who chose. '
¢ Before passage of the 17th- Amendment, ‘Article |, Section 3 addressed composrtron of the Senate in terms of "two -
. Senators from each State chose by the Legislature thereof." However, the 17th Amendment to the Constitution
(1913) provided for election of Senators by direct popular vote: "The Senate...shall be composed of two Senators |
from each State, elected by the people thereof..." The plaintiffs in Alexander v. Daley argue that the "people” are
_ the same people for the purposes of electing both Senators and Representatives. This is relnforced by the
- “importance of the modern principle of “one person, one vote.”

9. The Dlstrlct has a nonvotlng Delegate in the House of Representatlves Isn't this enough7 .

: No. The Delegate has no vote—and thus no bargaining power, which makes representation truly credible.
Moreover, DC has no representation in the Senate. Each chamber in Congress has special responsibilities.
Representation is not effective nor complete if it is not in both chambers. For example, only the Senate votes on treaties
and presidential nominees. Only the House of Representatives has the power to initiate spendlng bills. Conference .
committees, reflecting differing views of each chamber, are pivotal to the final outcome of legislation. -

10. If District citizens are aIIowed to have votlng representatlon in Congress, won't this dilute the representatlon
of the states?
The original 13 states—of which the District was a part—have shared representatlon wrth new states 37 trmes
Two senators for the District would not impinge on the equal treatment of any state vis-a-vis the other states. Any
reapportionment for the House of Representatives would follow traditional requirements and accord with results of the

"~ census.

1. Would DC residents gain undue lnfluence in Congress because they live so close?

“Proximity has no practical consequence in and of itself. In fact, the u. S Capitol is located geographlcally closer to .

some parts of Maryland than it is to some District neighborhoods. ,
.. Access and influence in Congress is not dependent purely on where one llves especually given the realltres of current day
: communrcatlons and technology. v S



12. If DC. resrdents want congressional representatron why don ‘t they move out of the District?

To those born in the District, such a suggestion is an affront to their birthright. Others may not be able to afford to
“move even if they should so desire. No citizens elsewhere in the country have to move to vote. Even American citizens
residing outside the country can retain voting rights for Congress On d practical level, as the core for the National Capital
‘metropolitan region, the District's economic health is important to the economic health of the region. Encouraging - :

resrdents to !eave and thus reduce the District's revenue base, wouId be counterproductlve

13. Do DC cltlzens pay federal taxes lncludlng lncome taxes? Doesn't the federal government totaIIy finance the o
District? ‘
~ The Drstrlct pays a heavy total federat tax burden. For example, accordlng to the latest ofﬂcral IRS data on an
annual basis District residents paid more than $1.8 billion in federal individual income taxes alone.
The federal government does not generally finance the District. In fact, the District's budget is now financed by locally
raised revenues. (DC is eligible for various federal grants, like other jurisdictions.) Bear in mind that, unlike other v
jurisdictions, the District's local budget goes through the entire federal budget process regardless of sources of revenues. -
. This.process includes potentral nsk of DC government shutdown should the federal government not act on relevant '
appropriation authority.
< In 1997, legislation provided for federal assumptron of selected DC state- Ievel responsrbrlltres and a greater ;
‘percentage of Medicaid, as well as certain pension liability (some of which had improperly been placed on the District). At
. thee same time, the legislation eliminated provision for an annual Federal Payment to the Dlstnct a provrsron first - '
established in 1874. The Payment had been at the annual level of about $660 million.
. Some argue that the-loss of the Payment is offset by the federal government's assumption of respons1b|I|tres under the
1997 legislation. This clouds understanding of the financial net benefit to the District, because calculations of the offset
include responsibilities of the federal government in any event. (Certain pension problems imposed on the District were
. created by federal non-action; the federal government also took over certain assets that the District had amassed. As to
Medicaid, the federal share-increased, more in l|ne W|th otherJunsdlctlons and appropriate to a fully urban Junsdlctron :
such as the District.)
_ _For FY 1998, Congress and the Administration authorlzed a transitional one-time federal "contrlbutron" of $190 -
" “million. Any future such contribution(s) would be subject to the annual budget process. In fact none was provided for in FY
©1999. Bear in mind that the Federal Payment owed the District was based on-broader elements than a so-called PILOT
(payment in lieu of taxes) with which states may be familiar. In addition to requiring DC services and thus a PILOT, .
Congress denied the District access to certain sources of revenues (e.g. reciprocal income tax with neighboring, states)
. Moreover, the services required by the federal government-are not only ordinary ones such as fire protection. Federal -
services are required reflecting the status of a natlonal capltal e.g., support for national celebratlons demonstratlons and '
~ the foreign diplomatic presence. . - ,
" Both the federal restrictions and federal need for ‘Special servrces contlnue notthhstandlng the cancellatron of the Federal. ‘
Payment and lack of a predictable contribution of any kind. - S

14.1f DC. gets votlng representatlon in Congress, what about the U.S. terrltorles? : :
The two cases are uniquely different. District citizens pay more than $1.8 billion’i in federal lndrvrdual income taxes
ReSIdents of the territories (Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico) pay no federal taxes. Moreover,
“the District's claim stands on its own because it was part of the onglnal 13 states; the people of the District are mhentors

15 In other countrles are crtlzens of the capltal cities allowed to vote for natlonal representatlves’P
_ - Yes. Among world democracies; particularly those with a federal system, the United States stands anne in -
denylng resrdents of the national caprtal voting representatlon in the national Ieglslature ” :

* 18, Has the Unlted States jomed any lnternatlonal agreements that address representatlon in natlonal
governments7
- Yes. The U.S. subscribed to the 1948 UN Declaratlon of Human nghts and is a party to the subsequent
|nternat|onal Convention on Civil and Political Rights. Among other things, these instruments recognize the right of
citizens to take part inthe government of one's country.through freely chosen representatlves

17.1s racism the reaI reason DC has been denled votlng representatlon since the populatlon is majorlty Afrlcan

~ American? :
‘ -Some may hold that view, but DC was denied lts clatm for the many, many years when the majonty of the

' ‘populatlon was white. B




£

18 Does the AIexander v. Daley lawsuit seek a partlcular remedy‘? ‘
No, the plaintiffs are open as to solution. The suit does rely on the power that Congress currently holds under

.. Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 to provide remedy, which thus could be by simple legislation providing for DC voting _
' representatron as if it were a state. The suit does; however séek allowance fora per|od in which Congress may choose to_ .

i act before the court would have to issue direction.

Basically, this lawsuit seeks recognition of a basic American pnncrple namely, crtrzens rights to elect

x representatlves to the body that makes their laws, taxes them and can call them to war. The Congress also serves in

effect as the District's state Iegrslature As noted, in pursuit of the fundamental r|ght representation in both houses of
Congress is caIIed for S e .

19.Isn't there another srmllar Iawsurt‘? What is it about‘?

" Yes. This suit (Adams et al. v. President Clinton et al.) also seeks votlng representatron in Congress, but it relies
on different legal theories and relationship of the District to Congress. Generally speaking, its says that District residents
have a right to be a state or be part of a state (presumably retrocession to Maryland). The two cases have been o
consolidated for consideration by the U.S. Dlstrlct Court for the Dlstnct of Columbia. R

20 What are the posrtrons of "shadow" u. S representatlve and senators currently elected in the Dlstrlct of -

Columbia?
<Inthe 1970s Drstnct crt|zens pursued votlng representatron in Congress through amendment to the U. S

’ Constrtutron Congress did pass a constitutional amendment providing for representation as if DC were a state, butthe
amendment did not receive the required state approvals by the specified deadline. Some DC citizens then turned to the

o strategy of seeking statehood. Sending the “shadow” delegation to lobby Congress mirrors the approach used by a

.. number of former terntones seekrng statehood Congress has not acted on acceptrng any shadow deIegatron from the
- District. -

; Prepared by the League of Women Voters of the Dlstrlct of Columbla (from its materrals and drawing upon A Srmple Case of
Democracy Denred a booklet prepared by the Oft" ice of former DC Delegate Waliter Fauntroy) April 1999.
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