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Por the attention of the Presidqgts@ \'é\le ‘\“JK
Dear Mr President,

I am writing to you to plead on behalf of the life of Joe
Louis Wise, Br, a 32 year old black man due to bhe
executed in Virginia on September 14th 1993.

There are a number of reasons why Joe shonld be spared.

Firstly, the court appointed a single lawyer for Joe when

the usual practiceée in Virginia had been to appolnt two.

Joe’s lawyer was Jjust 28 years old, just over two years

out of law school, had never received any special

training in capital defense, had never trled a murder

case, and had naver tried a Jury trial. Thus, the court :
placed Joe’s life in the hands of the least experienced :
defense team ever glven a death row inmate. The General

Assembly has now decreed that no .other people charged :
with capital murder could ever be given such a wesk

defense, and now the defense team must have had a great , ;
deal of training, but this does not help Joe now in his ' '
struggle to asurvive,

Jos’s lawyer was overwhelmed with the case and the
Commenwealth’s Attorney openly laughed at him in front of
the jury. In one incident the Commonwealth’s Attorney
imparted to the Jurors the notion that Joe had to prove
his innocence beyond any reasonable .doubt before the jury
could acquit him, even though this goes against two of
the most treasured precepts of the Amerjcan system of
justice. Joe’s lawyer never objected to that. Also, in :
the sentencing trial, Joe’s lawyer never presented any ?
evidence at all, baeause he belleved that once the
prosecution had proved vilensss he had to be sentenced to
death. He could have presented lota of evidence about
Joe’s disturbed childhood on which many juries will opt
tor 1ife in prison, but instead he invited the jury to
opt for death.
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Joe’s only chance to challenge the fallings of this
lawyer came in state habeas corpus proceedings, where the
Mecklenburg court again chosse lawyars for Joe. Thase new
lawyers falled to adequately investigate and prepare the
case, then falled to use proper procudures to appeal to
the Virginia Supreme Court. Joe himself had written to
the Supreme Court to be suré. he got hils appeal, and told
them that his lawyers were failing him, but the courts
ignored his letters. The result was that the adequacy of
Joe’s lawyer was never reviewed by the Virginia Supreme
Court and this fajilure to appeal created a technicality
that prevented the faderal courts from reviewing this,

The premide of the American criminal justice system is
that fair verdicts result from fair fights, i.e. when
both defense and progecution lawyars are conmpetent,
preparad and vigorous in their representation. Joe’s
fight was not fair, so how can we expect the verdict to

be. It is worth noting that since 1908 all defendants

convicted of capital murder in Mecklenburg County have
been blacks accused of killing or raping whites. Joe is
black, and accused of killing a white man. Such blatent
racism should have been overcome by today.

Please consider this carefully, and act responsibly by
saving Joe’s life in favour of life imprisonmwent. Thank
you. for listening.
Yours faithfully,

g«/@L

Penjamin Cunningham.
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