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‘ HEADLINE Bush holds terror talks w1th Musharraf n Pakrstan

S .'VUS Presrdent George w. Bush held talks w1th Pakrstam President Pervez Musharraf on Saturday,
= at which he was to push his key ally for, more progress on the "war on terror” and on’ democracy o

o :Pakrstam polrce detained opposition-leaders 1nclud1ng former cricketer Imran Khan to prevent
~‘planned protests, while tensions remained high after a su1c1de bomber krlled aUs d1plomat in,
j Karachr on Thursday

E ;Unprecedented security turned Islamabad into a ghost town for the first visit to Pakistan by Bush, =
. 'who arrived with his wife Laura late Frrday on the fmal leg of a South As1an tour that has-also -
- vtaken n Indra and Afghamstan '
| : :
K Musharraf and Bush held a "fruitful" one-on-one meetmg at the i 1mpos1ng presrdentral compound
L ‘in Islamabad, a Pakrstam official sa1d Bush earlier inspected an honour guard of Pakrstanr '
soldrers o '

"They discussed all issues, the ﬁght against terrorism, Kashrhir, the regronal s1tuatron Iraq It
. was a very comprehensrve fnendly and relaxed meetrng, the official sard on condrtron of

anonymrty

First Lady Laura Bush met Musharrafs wife Sehba and Prrme Minister Shaukat Azrz s wrfe B
. »Rukshana the ofﬁcral added.

. Two US Black Hawk helrcopters circled low over central Islamabad throughout the v1s1t antr- 7

' arrcraft guns were posrtloned on nearby hillsides and thousands of polrce lrned the streets.

"I wrll meet with Presrdent Musharraf to discuss Pakrstan s v1tal cooperatron 1in the war-on terror
= and our effort to foster economic and political development so we could reduce the appeal of
, rad1cal Islam," Bush said in New Delhi late Frrday

'L belleve a prosperous democratrc Pakistan would be a steadfast partner for America and a.
- peaceful niei ghbour for Indra and a force for. freedom and moderatron in.the Arab world "he
*added.’ - ‘ S

Voo

A Whrte House ofﬁcral later said. Bush meant to say "Musllm world" | s Cy

‘ Bush spent the night at the heavily fortified US embassy and Wlll spend the whole day i
" Islamabad, also meeting businessmen and attending a banquet -- which opposition legrslators
have vowed to boycott :

: Bush an avid baseball fan ‘was expected to meet Pakrstam cncket captam Inzamam-ul Haq, vrce S
" captain Younis Khan and opener Salman Butt as well as child players from this cricket- crazy
: country : : :




- .Bush's ma1den trip to Pakistan despite the secur1ty risks is being seen as a show of sohdar1ty for‘ G
*Musharraf, whose alliance with Washington s1nce the September 11,2001 attacks on the United =~
‘ ‘States has angered Islam1sts at home. : : a

Pak1stan has around 70, OOO troops along the rugged frontier. w1th Afghan1stan where Osama bin

Laden and other m111tants are thought to be h1d1ng and has caught several key Al- Qaeda
R m1l1tants : : .

' But Bush sa1d before h1s tour that he would remmd his "fr1end" Musharraf of the need to do o
‘more to combat terrorrsm and cross-border 1nﬁltrat1on T A

- Meanwh11e the US leader s comments on democracy reflect the fact that m1l1tary ruler Musharraf '

has refused to shed h1s role as army chief more than six years after he se1zed power ina.

o bloodless coup.

t »Oppos1t1on Islam1c groups led a national str1ke and protests aga1nst cartoons of the Prophet _ _
-~ Mohammed on Friday, which turned into anti-Bush rall1es -and called for Pak1stan1s to observe a’ Lo
L "'black day" on Saturday ' : ' o B

A spokesman for Imran Khar's small Pakistan Tehreek -e< Insaf or Movement for Justice party,
told AFP that the ex-cricket captain was under house arrest to stop h1m leadmg a protest in

) .,Rawalp1nd1 near Islamabad T TR S

R ~P011ce also deta1ned a lawmaker from Pak1stan s main all1ance of re11g1ous part1es who planned
"o head the rally instead, and dozens of other act1v1sts ‘ : -

.

For Pakistan the visit is a chance to consolidate its relat10nsh1p w1th Wash1ngton after Bush

L ha1led a new strategrc partnersh1p with Islamabad's trad1t10nal r1va1 New Delhi.

” _«'Bush c11nched a landmark nuclear energy deal with Indian Prime M1n1ster Manmohan Smgh and
- Pakistan says it wants a "similar" arrangement desprte a prol1ferat10n scandal 1nvolv1ng its

= d1sgraced top nuclear sc1ent1st Abdul Qadeer Khan :

Musharraf 1s expected to ask Bush to push India on the their nearly Six- decade old feud over the ‘

. H1malayan region of Kashm1r trigger of two of the1r three ‘wars. Ind1a and Pak1stan began a
:‘peace process in 2004 R

: Ofﬁc1als said Pak1stan and the Un1ted States were also workrng on ﬁnal1z1ng a b1latera1

i 1nvestment treaty, seen as a ﬁrst step to a Free Trade Agreement >



: Assoc1ated Press Worldstream
- March 4,2006 ' '
- HEADLINE: Pr1mary school class comes o U.S. first lady in Pak1stan -
- BYLINE: Rod McGurik : .

. When Amencan ﬁrst lady Laura Bush wants to v1s1t schoolch1ldren she usually goes to a
‘ classroom *But not in Pakistan. :

- Because of secur1ty concemns, the children had to come to Bush on Saturday When she wanted to

o see how U.S. aid was being spent in Pakistani schools. A class of 22 fourth graders met with her

b - at the fortress like U.S. Embassy, where they tr1ed to recreate their classroom atmosphere ,
 The class is part ofa program funded by the U S. Agency for Intemational Development It
replaces the rote learmng n Pak1stan s austere trad1t1onal schools w1th Arnencan style 1nteract1ve

 teaching. . o SRR

B Bush arrived Fnday with her husband for a two- day tr1p On the eve of the1r V1s1t a su101de
-bomber killed a U S. d1plomat and three others in the: southern city of Karachl R

Ly The American ﬁrst lady, a former librarian and. teacher beamed as she watched a c1rcle of

L .students in an embassy room decorated with the children's art. The students, dressed i 1n blue

~ Western- -style uniforms, engaged in an imagination exercise which 1nvolved makrng up stories " -

a revolvrng around a toy rabbit.

) "That bunny over there is actually Bugs Bunny, the president's w1fe told a class of mostly lO- o
- year-olds who were. clearly less famlhar w1th Westem cartoon characters than their Amerlcan PR A
* counterparts.’ ' : '

- The lesson ended w1th a class photograph The ﬁrst lady posed with her arm around Saeeda
- Qurban1 ' ‘

= g "I got a warm hug from the presrdent's wife. I wasnt expectlng that that's for sure, she said in -
Urdu. "I like her a lot " : : :

+. Inanother room of the embassy, Bush met with education administrators involved in USAID- |
" funded Children Resources International. The organization is introducing the new teach1ng
- method in Islamabad, nearby Rawalpindi and Karachi. The meeting 1ncluded representat1ves of
* -UNESCO and the Paklstan government. ... ’ Lo
.Th1s poor Islam1c nat1on has.one of As1a s lowest literacy- rates w1th only 48 7 percent of adults o R

able to read and wnte o SR .

- Bush empathlzed with a teacher who lamented that the tradrtronal teachlng methods she leamed
- in the Pakrstam educatlon system had not achieved results :

- {':fl-wasvthe same way after graduatmg~w1th a degree in educat1on;" Laura Bush said. "I started to"




‘teach and I was wondering: Do I really know how to teach?"

The Bushes‘ Spent the night in the heavily fortiﬁed ernb'assy compound after arrivirig from“In'dia‘. i
The media were taken to the embassy on a bus that was thoroughly checked by a bomb smffer

‘ dog. After getting off the bus, reporters had to go through two metal detector checks and the1r .

cameras and tape recorders were scrutinized by an X- ray machine and another sniffer dog. -

" Reporters were then threatened with ev1ct10n if they touched a red rope that separated them frorn' -
" the pres1dent s wife. ‘ : : SR

B

Laura Bush began her only full day‘in Isiamabad with the education program 1n the“erﬁb'aséy,
before driving to the Presidential Palace for tea with Pakistan's first lady, Sehba Musharraf. The.

. route was completely closed off'to trafﬁc




' The Times of India "

March 4, 2006

. HEADLINE: Straight Answers
'BYLINE: Jyothi Prabhakar ~

Naﬁsa A11 Act1V1st on meet1ng and act1ng w1th US F1rst Lady Laura Bush

' Did you know beforehand that you were to meet Laura Bush and 'act' in the Ind1an1sed Vers1on o
of Sesame Street? : o

" Yes. T got a call from the USAIDS a month ago and they wanted to know my name, b1rthdate _ |
*father s name, and where I was born etc . : '

And then they told me that since Laura Bush had already V1s1ted the Sesame Street locatrons in
~the US and Egypt she was keen on doing so in Indra too- : S

What was your 1mpressron of the ﬁrst lady of the US'?

She came across as a warm, sensitive person..She communicated with all of us very naturally. I

" have met many dignitaries in the past, but none so down to earth and wonderfully

communlcatrve Her little gestures spoke a lot about her

For 1nstance when we were done and ready to leave, she asked us 1f the technrcrans would hke a- .

~ photo op w1th her... and posed happrly, throwrng the security guys into a tlzzy
Is she a good actor'? What did she do on the sets'?
_We both had to sit under an artificial banyan tree wh11e Chamk1 the puppet character 1ntroduced _
us. We had already been told about the concept and were given the script in advance In Just two ..

- takes, we were done And I thought to myself that she s such a natural actress

‘ ‘How aware was Laura Bush about Ind1a and its problems?- o

She was aware of our HIV/AIDS causes and campargns culture, gender biases and had many

quest1ons regardlng these 1ssues. She was Very thorough in her homework

Were you ‘1nV1ted for Bush's speech at-Purana Qulla?

Yes Tt was such a momentous occasion for me. Here [ was; s1tt1ng on the front row and hstenrng

to the most powerful person in the world speak

Did you get to speak w1th Bush?

No: J ust a_warm handshake



R

: bNew Kerala

March 5, 2006

o HEADLINE ‘Educated’ Laura lays stress on 1mproved educatlon of Pakistani teachers o

Islamabad US Flrst Lady Laura Bush who isa graduate of educatlon and a former school

- teacher, said during her visit to Pakistan that the level of educatlon of teachers in the country
: needed to be upgraded. o : o

~She'said that that teachers’ training was a must o update them with advanced m‘ethodology.j ‘

 “Education is an issue of concern worldwide,...and we (the United States) want Pakistan to shift:

from simple qualifications to advanced methodology in the educational field. This can help K

. . peopleto lead life with success,” the Dawn quoted Mrs Bush'as saying at a roundtable with the .’
" representatives of the UNESCO, Federal Directorate of Education, Children Resource

International (CRI) and United States Agency for Intematlonal Development (USAID) at US

embassy on Saturday

Laura emphasized on direct involvement of parents and teachers in educational activities of a

“child. “Children need parents and teachers to help them prepare for success in school and in life.’ -

Orce in classrooms our children deserve excellent teachers and high- -quality educatlon she

: ,sald

y On the occasion, UNESCO Regional Director-General Jorge Sequeira briefed Mrs Bush on the

status of education in the country. He said that Pakistan was lagging behind in reglonal ,

- educational perspective with 48.7 per cent 11teracy rate as compared to Sri Lanka w1th 90.4 per B
- cent and India w1th 61 per cent : S ‘



- SaudiPress Agency N .

~ March 5, 2006

_ HEADLINE: Bush concludes Vlslt to Paklstan _ : L
BYLINE: Saud1 Press Agency o k o T

- US President George Ww.
o Bush left Islamabad Saturday nlght after completing his first ever VISlt to Paklstan officials sa1d,‘.>, -

Forel gn Mlnlster Khurshld Mehmood Kasun US Ambassador to Paklstan Rayan C.

Crocker and Paklstan Forelgn Mlnlstry officials saw off Bush and First Lady Laura Bush at’
-Chaklala Air Base, near Islamabad.. - ‘ . o SO



- ‘The Statesman (India) -
March 5, 2006
- ‘HEADLINE Imran Under House Arrest as Stir Peaks

- vPress Trust of India ISLAMABAD March 4. Cricketer-turned pol1t1c1an Mr Irnran Khan was

~ today put under house arrest by Pakistan police which deta1ned hundreds of Islamist leaders and .

* opposition activists across the country to thwart protests aga1nst UsS Presrdent Mr George W
‘vBushs VISIt : o :

Mr Khan was detained at his home here in the early hours as he was prepanng to take out a

" march from Rawalpindi to Islamabad, said leaders of his Tehrik-e-Insaf party. Besides: Mr Khan B
26 of his associates were also taken into preventive custody by authorities. Police used batons to

- d1sperse party activists who 'gathered in central Rawalprndr shout1ng slogans l1ke Krller Bush g0
i back Some of the party cadres were also arrested. o :

Mr Khan Who had been detarned last week also for attemptrng a s1m1lar rally in Lahore sa1d that' )
h1s house arrest was Just to appease Mr Bush. - :

i Opposrtron part1es had pledged to observe Black Day and take out demonstrat1ons to. protest the
- American leaders visit. To prevent any major rallies, police detained from. across the country

some 350 activists of the Islamic alliance Muttahida Majlis-e Amal (MMAJ) and opposition
parties including some local leaders. mR Hanif Abbasi of MMA was detained at his home in

- Rawalpindi, while: the alliances leader Qazi Hussain Ahmed, detained a few days ago, remained
“'in house arrest in Lahore. Desp1te the crackdown, around 500 protestors gathered in the eastern

. _city of Multan and took out a peaceful rally, while nearly 50 Islamists held a march in Lahore. '

’ - Police blocked a key bridge to prevent any protestors from entering Islamabad from the = .
- northwest ‘which is ddminated by Islamist parties. School comes to Laura ISLAMABAD, March
+ 4. When -American first lady mS Laura Bush wants to visit school children, she: usually goes to

a classroom. But not in Pakistan. Because of security. concemns, the children had to come to Ms

" Bush on today ‘when she wanted to see how US aid was being spent in Pakistani schools. A class'
‘of 22 fourth graders met her at the fortress-like US embassy, where they tried to recreate their

classroom atmosphere. The Américan First Lady, a former l1brarran and teacher; beamed as the

lesson ended W1th a class photo graph.




= ’Fort Wayne Journal Gazette (Indiana)
' March5; 2006 - ‘ ' '

. "HEADLINE: Women of Mex1co Peru focus of museum exhibit
. .BYLINE Assoc1ated Press

N J WASHINGTON Archaeological ﬁnds from Mexrco and Peru show that long before Europeans '

‘ -arnved women served as warriors, governors and priestesses.

s An exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution $ Arthur M. Sackler Gallery mcludes little pottery jugs
“and massive stone images portraying women 1n a variety of roles in addition to traditional
: homemakers and caregivers. . S N e

—

o "Wornen w Were not only daughters, wives, mothers and grandmothers but also healers midwives,

~scribes, artlsts poets, priestesses, Warriors, governors. and even goddesses in pre: Columbian

o soc1ety," sa1d Judy Larson d1rector of the National Museum of Women in the Arts.
. s / :
There s’ Xochiquetzal a Mex1can goddess of love and beauty, modeled in clay w1th an elaborate .
“headdress and flowers i in both hands. : ‘

) "'fShe" may not look seductive by western standards, but she's more endearing than a stone image
‘half life-size, of another Mexican goddess Cihuateteo with staring eyes and ferocious teeth.
B Clhuateteo lurked at crossroads by night and caused 1llness N x

The Moche people of northern Peru, whose tombs are among the most recently excavated had
~an ugly goddess of their own, a moon goddess w1th a face hke a skull Who pres1ded over the
capture and sacriﬁce of human prisoners. . : '

) ' From Peru also comes a ceramic p1tcher in the form of a central ﬁgure w1th a scepter surrounded
- by seven women, and another ofa long haired young woman holdmg a baby

) Organized by the wives of the presidents of the two Latin American countries the exh1b1tlon was
-promoted in Washington by first lady Laura Bush, who wrote in a foreword to the catalog that
the objects in'the show would inform Amencans and v1s1tors about women m the ancient
"*Americas o : _ .

’ Of almost 400 obJects in the exh1b1t some go back as far as 4 000 years comparable in age with' -
o c1v1hzations in Egypt-or Iraq. When Spanish conquerors followed Columbus i in the 1500s, those -
in Mex1co met mostly Aztec people and the- conquerors of Peru met the Incas '

N There had been other peoples before them, who had been absorbed by the ruhng groups of the
" time or had disappeared entirely. Descendants of some, such as the Mayas of Mex1co can still be .»

'vldentiﬁed by languages and customs today

.The exh1b1t w111 be on v1ew at the National Museum of Women in the Arts until May 22



'Hindustan Times

- March 5, 2006

- HEADLINE: Bush leaves Pak after a day-long v1s1t
BYLINE Hindustan Times

o Rawalp1nd1 March 5 -- US President George W Bush left Pakistan on Saturday nlght for h1s N
~home country after a 26-hour visit during which he held talks with Pakistan President Pervez -
- Musharraf on wide ranging issues related to terrorism, India-Pak peace process and 1mprovement_ .

: v'ofUP -Pak relations.

Pakistan Forelgn M1n1ster Khurshld M Kasuri reportedly saw him off at the Chaklala Defence
. ,Airbase n Rawalp1nd1 : :

/ . Before his departure, Bush attended a banquet hosted by Musharraf Where he praised the. courage -
' d1sp1ayed by the Pakistan leader in fighting terronsm -

St

Bush had arrived in Islamabad on Friday night after a three- -day visit to India and held a three- -

E hour-long meeting with Musharraf on Saturday. He visited the country despite a suicide bomb -

attack n Which an American Consulate ofﬁmal was killed in Karachl on March 2.

In 'coOrdination with uUS security ofﬁcials the Pakistani authorities had made elaborate s.eicu'rity
“arrangements for the US President and First Lady Laura Bush, espe01a11y in- the wake of the.

recent tW1n bomb blasts in. front of the US consulate in Karachi g o :
. .Published by HT Media Ltd. with pennission'from Asian News Internation‘al B
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~ Hindustan Times
~March 5, 2006 " : RRURE S
~HEADLINE: 'Educated’ Laura lays stress on 1mproved educatlon of Pakistani teachers '_
BYLINE Hindustan: Times : s

({

" Islamabad, March.5 -- US First Lady Laura Bush, who is a graduate of educationand a former -
school teacher, said dur1ng her visit to Paklstan that the level of education of teachers in the
'country needed to- be up graded e o : C o

She sa1d that that teachers' ,tralnlng was a must to update them with advanced 'rnethodology.

| ‘lEducatlon is an issue of concern WorldW1de and we (the Unlted States) want Paklstan to sh1ft "
from simple qual1f1catlons to advanced methodology in the educational field: This can help :

o people to lead life with success," the Dawn quoted Mrs Bush as saying ata roundtable withthe

' _representatlves of the UNESCO, Federal Directorate of Education, Children Resource .
International (CRI) and United States. Agency for. Intematlonal Development (USAID) at US
embassy on Saturday : . : : :

Lau‘r_a' .emphaslze’d on direct involvement of parents and teachers in educational _acti\vvit‘i_es of a
child. "Children need parents and teachers to help them prepare for success in.school and in life.
- .Oncein classrooms our chlldren deserve excellent teachers and high- quallty educat1on " she
B sa1d RN i : ‘

| ,"’On the occasion, UNESCO Reglonal Dlrector General J orge Sequelra bnefed Mrs Bush on the
“status of education in the country. He said that Pakistan was lagging behind in regional = -
educational perspective with 48.7 per cent l1teracy rate as compared to Sn Lanka w1th 90. 4 per.

L _cent and Ind1a with 61 per cent.



S Ch1cago Sun Times
_-March 5, 2006 ’ : ’
"~ HEADLINE: House Republlcan leaders leavmg Bush to s1nk or swim on Duba1 ports deal
;BYLINE Robert Novak - , ,

. :In a closed door meet1ng of the top House Repubhcan leadersh1p Tuesday, the consensus was
that President Bush had gotten himself in deep trouble on the Dubai ports management deal and

~ hewason h1s own to try to save it.

Rep Tom Reynolds was particularly adamant in separating House Republicans frompresidential'
. wreckage on the ports affair. As chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee,
- ~Reynolds is respons1ble for election of enough Repubhcan cand1dates to reta1n control of the

s House

A footnote: Treasury Secretary J ohn Snow was on the phone last week asking for advice on how
- to solve the Dubai problem from senior Republican members of Congress Who had not come out
publlcly agamst the ports deal ' : '

s »_PRO-BUSINESS NANCY
' ‘House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelos1 usually identified as a San Francisco llberal has moved
 to the right of President Bush and the Republicans in propos1ng to relieve the Sarbanes Oxley

re gulatory leg1slatlon s ﬁnanc1al drag on corporatlons

B Bush and Pelosi are each push1ng a compet1t1veness agenda " but only the Democrat s plan

‘addresses Sarbanes- -Oxley, the hurriedly: drafted 2002 act intended to weed out corporate
- corruption. Pelosi is propos1ng "specifically tailored guidelines" to make sure that Sarbanes— g

. Oxley requlrements are "not overly burdensome on small companies. -

: Bush's "compet1t1veness agenda” does not mention Sarbanes Oxley, reﬂectmg the S ,
“administration's negative response to pleas from business for regulatory relief. Rep. Michael -

~ Oxley (R-Ohio), the chairman of the House Financial Services Commiittee who retires from -

' Congress at the end of th1s year ‘has opposed any change in the statute that bears h1s name. .

SPECTER’S SUPPORT = ey

o The pro- abortlon rights Repubhcan Majority for Choice, runmng ads in Pennsylvanla ;
- newspapers seeking a Republican primary candidate against anti- abortion Sen. R1ck Santorum
. 1ncludes the state's other GOP senator, Arlen Specter on its adv1sory panel :

| 1 »The ad does not mention Santorum by name but there is no questlon of the target when it attacks
- “"candidates who claim to be Republicans but instead use the party to further their own personal .
~or religious agenda " In requesting "real Republican" Senate candidates, the RMC attacks the,

i - GOP's "drift toward extremism." The deadline for a candidate to file is Match 7.

o

Specter, a pro-choice Republican, promised to support Santorum's re-election campai gn this



-+ year. In 2004, Santorum endangered his own political base by supporting Specter in the

Republican primary against a serious conservative challenger. Specter told this column that his

~ "advice was neither solicited nor given on the ad" and that re-electing Santorum remains h1s top-
pnonty for 2006. - ’

" GOP LADIES AID

Wh1le their husbands work on lobbyist reform wives of Republ1can members of Congress are
'sol1c1t1ng corporate representatives in Washrngton for big bucks. The lure is gettmg a photo w1th :
' "Laura Bush at the 98- year-old Congress1onal Club's Apnl 27 luncheon. :

A letter faxed to maJor Republ1can contnbutors cites a $5 000 price for two lunch tickets, plus a
_ photo opportunity with the first lady and a listing of the company's name in the event pro gram
- Twelve such tickets can be purchased for the bargain pnce of $50, 000 ‘

L Although pol1t1cal contnbut1ons are not tax deduct1ble the letter suggests the contnbut1on may s
. be treated as an advert1s1ng or ‘business expense " and therefore could be written off. - h

DELAYSDOUGH DRI S

In h1s struggle for electlon toa l2th term in his Houston district, former House Maj or1ty Leader :
Tom DeLay 1s spend1ng heavrly to identify his Voters much as the Bush-Cheney campa1gn did in
o 2004 . :

‘The pol1t1cal world was shocked when the latest ﬁhngs showed that DeLay and' his Democrat1c
opponent former Rep. Nick Lampson, had about the same amount of money in cash on hand*
(just over $1 million). However, DeLay already has poured about $1.5 mrll1on into the d1str1ct

. : outspendmg Lampson by better than 5-1.

- If DeLay was spending all that money to raise anet $l m1ll1on it would be cause’ for h1s concern, |
" But he is using the money to identify all of his November voters at this early stage which may
, be unprecedented fora House race. :




o ’Buslness Recorder
~ March 5, 2006 . . ‘
. HEADLINE Laura Stresses Sk1ll Tra1n1ng for Teachers

Un1ted States F1rst Lady Laura Bush on Saturday stressed the need for promotion of educat1on SR
in Pakistan, with spec1al focus. on advanced skill tra1n1ng for teachers. :

"Educatlon is'an issue of concern world-wrde and we (US) want Pakistan to sh1ft from 51mple> o o
, qualrﬁcat1ons to advanced methodology in the educational field. This can help. people. to lead life. - = - .

~with success," she said in a roundtable talk with the representatives of United Nations - = =~ .
-~ Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (Unesco), Federal Directorate of: Educat1on
".-Children Resource Internat10nal (CRI) and US Agency for International Development (USAID) '

J 7 at US Embassy here

~ Laura Bu’sh said the US and Pakistan were partners in educ‘ation', as the former was lrurlni'ng
‘ several literacy proj ects under the umbrella of USAID and’ Unesco in the country. =

She empha51sed on the d1rect involvement of parents and teachers in the educational act1v1t1es of -

" “achild,-and said, "Children need parents and teachers to help them prepare for success in school o

. and in life. Once in classrooms our children deserve excellent teachers and h1gh qua11ty
o educat1on : :

_Bemg a graduate of Educatlon and a former public, school teacher Laura said she be11eved
teachers training was a must to update them w1th advanced methodology

She sa1d President Bush's commitment for the promotion of education contlnued from the t1me o
he was the governor of Texas and played an, act1ve role on ‘focussing tesearch on teachmg

o methodology

" "Unesco Reglonal Director General J orge Sequerra bneﬁng the US ﬁrst lady sa1d Pakrstan was

o laggmg behind in regional educational perspective with 48 7. percent 11teracy rate as. compared to
- S Lanka w1th 90.4 percent and India 61 percent. ' s .

b He said in Pakrstan there was a need to overcome educatlonal drsparrty, as the ratio of ch11d

‘ lrteracy was 58 percent, while focus was being laid on ensuring that all boys and glrls completed'; v

' therr pnmary level by year 2015

) Federal Drrectorate of Education Drrector General Br1 gadier Maqsood ul Hassan (Retd) sa1d
the government was successfully carrying out Amerlcan 'lnteractlve ch11d centred methodology

. fthrough CRI1 in its 150 schools in Islamabad. -

Under the proj ect spe01allsed courses for teachers were bemg carried out bes1des 1ntroducmg
_'1nteract1ve methodolo gy n 40 un1ver51t1es in' the country, he added :

o CRI Chief Executlve Mehnaz Azrz sa1d the aim of the proj ect was to link the youth with global |
‘reallty through advanced educat10na1 means, and added that more than 25,000 chrldren in ICT, .



L _Rawalplndl dlstnct and Karachl were benefiting from the change brought about in, classroom :
: environment.

' ,Later the US ﬁrst lady dlstrlbuted gifts among the group of school children, wh1ch amused her
' by presentlng self-created tales in a playful manner. - .




Agence France Presse -- Enghsh
March 5, 2006
HEADLINE: Bush returns to US after South Asran tour

. US President George W. Bush returned to the'US capital early Sunday after wrapplng up a
" landmark tour of South Asia, durrng whrch he visited Afghamstan India and Paklstan

- CAIr F orce One carryrng the presrdent First Lady Laura Bush and members of the US delegaton ,
) landed at Andrews Air Force Base in suburban Maryland at 4:50 am (0950 GMT). -

- On Saturday, Bush reassured Amerlcans that broader t1es with Ind1a Pak1stan and Afghanlstan
would strengthen US natlonal security. : s

”By work1ng with these leaders and the people of these three nations, we 're se1z1ng the

'~ opportunities. this new century offers and helping to lay the foundations of peace and prospetity .

for generat1ons to come," the presrdent said in h1s weekly radlo address. e ~

‘_ Before leaving Islamabad, the US pre31dent reaffirmed what he called a broad and lasting =
. strategic partnership between the United States and Paklstan forged after the September 11, 2001
e attacks on the United States. : , : .




. ‘ " Saudi Press Agency : | |
» © March 5,2006 - !

< k-HEADLINE Bush concludes v1s1t to Paklstan
BYLINE Saudi Press Agency ' ‘

us Presrdent George W.
aBush left Islamabad Saturday nlght after completrng h1s ﬁrst ever v151t to Paklstan ofﬁ01als said.. )
" Forergn Mrnlster Khurshid Mehmood Kasurr US Ambassador to Paklstan Rayan C

. " : Crocker and Pakrstan Forelgn Mlnrstry ofﬁ01a1s saw off Bush and F1rst Lady Laura Bush at
Chaklala Air Base, near Islamabad

15-



The Statesman (Ind1a)

March5 2006

: .’HEADLINE Imran Under House Arrest as St1r Peaks

e }Press Trust of India ISLAMABAD March 4. Cncketer-turned politician Mr. Imran Khan was -

- today: put under house arrest by Pakistan police which detained hundreds of Islamist leaders and
o opposition, act1V1sts across the country to thwart protests against US Pres1dent Mr George W..
. Bushs V1s1t : : :

e 'TMr Khan was detamed at h1s home here in the early hours as. he was preparlng to. take out a.

- ‘march from Rawalp1nd1 to Islamabad, said leaders of his Tehrik-e-Insaf party. Besides Mr Kharn, = :
26 of h1s associates were also taken into preventive custody: by authorities. Police used batons to -

disperse party activists who gathered in central Rawalpindi shout1ng slogans l1ke Killer Bush go

' ]back Some of the party cadres were also arrested

~Mr Khan, Who had been detamed last week also for attempt1ng a s1m1lar rally in Lahore sa1d that
rh1s house arrest was Just to appease Mr Bush. : ’ A

Oppos1t1on part1es had pledged to observe Black Day and take out demonstrat1ons to protest the Ve
*. ‘American leaders visit. To prevent any major rallies, police detained from across the country L
' some 350 activists of the Islamic alliance Muttahida Majlis-e Amal (MMA):and opposition

' ‘,part1es 1nclud1ng some local leaders. mR Hanif Abbasi of MMA was detainéed-at his home'i in:
* 'Rawalpindi, while the alliances leader Qazi Hussam Ahmed, detained a few days ago, rema1ned
‘in house arrest in Lahore. Despite the crackdowri, around 500 protestors gathered in the eastern<
“city of Multan and took out a peaceful rally, while nearly 50 Islamists held a march in Lahore s

Police blocked a key bridge to prevent any protestors from entering Islamabad from the -

“northwest, which is dominated by Islamist parties. School comes to Laura ISLAMABAD, March

4. When American first lady mS Laura Bush wants to visit school children, she usually goes'to ,‘

 ‘aclassroom. But niot in Pakistan. Because of security concerns, the children had to-come toMs * =~
" Bush on'today wheri she wanted to see how US aid was being spent in Pak1stan1 schools. A class - *
“of 22 fourth graders met her at the fortress-like US embassy, where they tiied to recreate their

classroom atmosphere. The American First Lady, a former l1brar1an and teacher beamed as the

L : lesson ended with a class photograph




The Washington Post
‘March 6, 2006

- HEADLINE: Handshakes For the Hallway

-BYLINE Al Kamen

: Keep1ng the art modem . President Bush's recent visit to. lndia Afghanistan and Pakistan ' .
doubtless will. prov1de an 1nfu51on of spectacular p1ctures for the George W. Bush Corrldor at thev s
State Department : . :

o

~ The busy hallway leads from the diplomatic entrance to the employee cafeteria. For many years
it housed an exhibit of two dozen great moments in d1plomat1c history -- negotiations with

American Indian tribes, Woodrow Wilson at. Versallles Franklln D. Roosevelt and Wmston
Churchlll s1gn1ng the Atlantic Charter and such. S : 3

A couple of years ago that exhibit was moved toa less traveled corndor and replaced with 2l

e large photos of Bush as diplomat. There were several shots with first lady Laura Bush one of -
‘ Just Laura Bush and a couple of former secretary of state Colin L. Powell with Bush

"But h1story marches on. Now the photos of Powell have been replaced with a couple of shots of T
\Bush with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and photos of Laura Bush at the pyramidsin -

~ Egypt, where she had praised President Hosni Mubarak's decision to hold multicandidate - -

. presidential elections -- in words that Went well beyond the lukewarm State Department talk1ng

points.

Rice's pictures naturally replaced Powell's along the seventh floor corndor outs1de the secretary S
office. : '

~ Before we forget',’ . .NBC News reported last week that Vice President Chen‘ey's former Chief of -

staff I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby had hired memory-loss expert and Harvard psychology professor -

- Daniel L. Schacter to help with his legal defense agamst charges that he lied about out1ng former :
- CIA operatlve Valerie Plame.. : -

Part of Libby's defense is expected to be that he dld not 1ntent10nally m1slead 1nvest1gators but
rather that, given all the 1mportant national security matters he dealt with, it's understandable he "‘ .

‘ could forget minor stuff such-as snlppets of conversatlons about Plame

Schacter's books including "Searchlng for Memory The Brair, the Mmd and the Past," show

‘. how’ ‘memory can be a tricky thing, and how if you re distracted when somethmg happens, 1t'
'harder to remember details: :
,This c0mports with a recent study by that guy . . . the tall guy, what's-his:name, y\ou kno’w, vvith‘ g
, the'blond wife who Worked onthe Hill . .. o : . ‘ L

“The Agency for Intematlonal Development‘s Office of Acquisition and A551stance is
. encouraging its host country employees -- such as Peruvians working for AID in Peru -- to apply

for jobs 1 in Iraq.



E [and] a queen -sized bed."

"Need fast cash‘7" the n- house e-mail ‘asks: "If you'crave profess1onal challenges and your RRR

" famlly will let you [then] spend a year in Iraq."

- The ad: l1sts many beneﬁts such as 25 percent danger pay and 'nowhere to spendmOney here in .
" the international zone." It also gives you "a chance to clean up other people s messes,and create - -
- some of your own." \ C S

. There are’ personal and soc1al" advantages to workmg n Iraq, the e- ma1l notes. "T1red of be1ng
_called a bore? Acquire some new hobbies like salsa, bridge and belly dancing." What's more, you .
. can "get buff" at the "excellent gym facilities, and a large swimming pool complex adjacent to.

the m1ss1on ‘This is in addition to ma1d serv1ce completely furnished two-room houses . .

' »And you can "fulﬁll your chlldhood dream of rrdmg ina hel1copter' " (Assum1ng you dont get h1t
by ground fire.) The - jocular tone may have unsettled some folks, however since those being
. encouraged to apply could be from places in Afrrca such as Senegal, Malawi, Benin and
" Zimbabwe, where local employees may be let go as aresult’ of budget cutbacks to pay for efforts
o in Iraq and Afghanrstan » - . : : :

The hght tone was mtended to' generate a little interest" in’ the opemngs “an AID off1c1al sa1d
. "There are no net JOb losses," he added, though _]ObS are "shifting based on. reprogrammmg
. needs." : , o

Folks on the Mex1can border better keep a close eye on the k1ds and make sure they dont d1g up '
~'the back yard in the wrong places: They could be lookmg at 20 years in the slammer underabill

o mtroduced last week by Sens. D1anne Femstem (D ~Calif. ) and Jon. Kyl (R Ariz.).

- And dont th1nk you'll be able to get away ‘with letting the nerghbors come on your property and o

" The bill cnmmahzes construction or financing of border tunnels -- typlcally used to smuggle ’

drugs or people, and potentially weapons and terrorrsts into the country. There are laws agalnst

C ‘do1ng bad th1ngs with the tunnels the duo says but no law agamst ]USt d1gg1ng one.:

" build one. The bill would send you away for 10 years for domg that.

® .

’ (



:T‘he New York Times -
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HEADLINE: Trip Abroad Gives Bush a Resprte From Domestlc Woes

h . BYLINE Elisabeth Bumiller

- came up at all.

There were no questions about the Dubai ports deal. There was little talk of Vice President Dick

Cheney's accidental shooting of a fellow quarl hunter The words "Iraq" and "Katr1na" hardly
. J

Through ﬁve days and three countr1es last week, George W. Bush got a little of what A

cat home

True, the trip had troubles of its own. Anti;Bu_sh riots led by Islamists exploded from Hyderabad’
north to Kashmir; Islamabad was in lockdown because of the risks of bringing the president into

- Osama bin Laden's backyard, and an American diplomat died i in a suicide bombing in Karachi. -

) But compared with Mr. Bush's most recent trips to- South America and Asia-- one dominated by
‘demonstrations led by President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela and the. other by problems in Iraq ---

«the presrdent’s visit to the subcontment was a relief for him.

Ind1a where Mr. Bush spent two packed days,’ embraced h1m in a way the presrdent had not

_experlenced in a long time.

"He felt very warmly received," Andrew H Card J r., the ‘White House chief of staff, sa1d from

* the lawn of Islamabad's presidential palace on Saturday morning. The night before; in an open-
 air speech in New Delhi at a 16th-century fort, Mr. Bush sard he had been "dazzled" by the
_spectacle of "th1s vibrant and excrtmg land." - : :

~

Thrs 1S not to say that all of India adores Mr Bush and its Muslim m1nor1ty in partlcular is

- furious about Iraq. Bubover all, the United States is highly popular in India and Mr. Bush
o bestowed on the nation such an astonishing gift -- last week's nuclear deal -- that Indians’ greeted
" him like an. American maharaJ ah. Even before his artival, a survey in the Indian newsweekly

Outlook found that two-thirds of Indians "strongly" or "somewha " regarded Mr Bushas a frrend
_of the country _ B _ S 7 \

’Mr. Bus_h, who can look miserable on foreign trips, often appeared moved 'and. delighted as he o
raced around India. "I have been received in many capitals, but I have never seen areception as - '
grand as the one we just received,” Mr. Bush said after a majestic arrival ceremony with horses -

and honor guards at Rashtrapatr Bhavan, the 340-room pink-and cream sandstone mansron burlt

for the last of the British viceroys.

'Rashtrapatr Bhavan now the home of the pres1dent of India, evokes all the romance and hubrrs

‘beleaguered Amerlcan pres1dents always look for on foreign trips: a chance to set aside problems' .

- of the dying Raj. But as evocative as the ceremony was for Mr. Bush, aides said he was more L

captivated by the India of the present ---a functioning democracy of a billion people, a .

_counterweight to China, a huge market for American goods. One of the president's favorrte stops
_on the trip, they said, was a meeting with entrepreneurs in Hyderabad, the booming high-tech ‘

A »\; :



c1ty

, “Yesterday I met Wrth some Indran C. E O.'s and Amerrcan C.E: O s, kind of the old folks " Mr
Bush told a-dozen men and women in their-20's and 30's at Hyderabad's Indian School of -

~ Business. "Today I'm meeting with the C.E.O.'s of tomorrow, the people that are. gorng to help

drive this great engrne of economic prosperrty for India -- for the good of the World is how T
view it.!" . : : :

o Indra cooperated ‘with exqursrte spring weather -- it was only in the 80's in NeW Delhr Where i

‘lush ‘gardens burst with dahlias and bougarnvrllea -- and huge headhnes "It's a Deal -- A Very "
Big Deal," screamed The Times of India across the front page on Friday morning, over a p1cture
~of Mr. Bush with his-arm around the shoulders of the Indian prime minister, Manmohan Singh. -
- The two had just announced the pact that would give India help with nuclear | power for its energy .

. needs Whrle allowing it to continue to develop nuclear weapons -- a tough sell in a skeptrcal
‘_Unrted States Congress, Mr Bush acknowledged ’ : : o '

Indrans made light of Mr. Bush's one faux pas, skrppmg a three hour tr1p from New, Delhi to the |
. Taj Mahal, the tomb that a heartsick Mogul emperor built for his wife and still considered the
* world's'greatest monument to love. "I am truly sorry that the president is not taking you to TaJ
Mahal this time," Mr. Singh said to Laura Bush as he toasted the first couple at a lunch on
,Thursday "I hope he will be more ch1valrous the next time you are here

M. Bush bookended h1s trip to Indra Wrth a surpnse four hour stop in Afghanrstan and a 24- hour
stay in Pakistan, where Mr. bin Laden is believed to be hrdrng in the remote tribal areas near the -
. Afghan border. But Mr. Bush, the first American president to visit Afghamstan since Presrdent
- Eisenhower in 1959, and the first to visit Pakistan smce Presrdent Clmton n 2000 bounced

T around Mr bin’ Laden s terrain w1th deﬁance

Unlike Mr. Clinton, Who slipped into Islamabad for six hours on-an unmarked militar'y jet; M.
~ Bush arrived with a roar on Air Force One. (Although Air Force One, the most reCog‘nizable 747
in the 'world, landed with its running lights off and shades drawn, making it a more difficult -

o target for any ground- launched missile.) Mr. Bush also stayed the night at the fortress like

~-American ambassador's residence and took time out the next day to take a few. swmgs Wrth a

e crrcket bat Wrth students from the Islamabad College for Boys

-

_ "Terrorrsts and killers are not going to prevent me from gomg to Paklstan " he had vowed in New.
‘ Delh1 : ‘

-' B ‘Mr Bush got home at 5 a.m. on Sunday and retumed to his normal life, gorng to church later that
" morning, then taking a brcycle ride. On Monday, he would face Iraq, the ports deal, fallout from
* Katrina, rebellious Republrcans approval ratings in the mid-30' s - and aMr. brn Laden strll on -
“the loose : L

H1s trip to the subcontinent was over.



: ::Al"l"he Rutherford Institute ‘
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HEADLINE: Women Rape and. Death Penalty in Iran .,

: '_ ~'BYLINE JohnW Wh1tehead '

z.On J ahuary 6 2000, the Repubhc of Iran sentenced a young woman to death for the s0- called
crime of defendmg herself against three male attackers. The case, that of 18-year-old Nazanin,
1 lpresents the United States with an opportun1ty to take a stand for basic equal1ty and women S

o

' In March 2005 Nazanrn who was 17 at the time, and her niece were attacked by three men T
i whrle walking i in a’park in Tehran, the capital of Iran. When the men began throwing stones at
them; the girls were abandoned by their boyfriends, who left them alone to defend themselves R
' from the brutalrty Out of fear and panic, the girls did the only thing they knew to do—try torun - »
~away. Yet despite their-desperate attempts to escape ! the grasps of the three ll- minded men, the .
- young girls were caught, thrown to the ground and forced upon by the strangers attemptmg to i
. rape them. Acting on'instinct, Nazanin tried to protect herself and her niece. Drawing a knife she - .
~kept hidden beneath her clothing to guard. against this type of attack, Nazanin stabbed one of the,
- ‘men in the chest as he was forcing himself upon her. Although Nazanin persists that she merely
.. intended to use the knife to. force. the man off her, the stabbing resulted in the rapist’s death
- Nazanin was subsequently arrested, charged and conv1cted for the death of the rap1st and 1s
o ,sentenced to die by hangrng ' : : :

Nazamn S pl1ght is not uncommon in Iran wh1ch has been cntrclzed for 1ts treatment of Women T
and its use of capital punishment in a country where more women are reportedly executed per _
~+year-than in any other country. Since 1979, when the Ayatollah Khomeini assumed power, Iran’s .-
- penal system has been marked by so-called “Revolutionary Law,” which is derived from Islamic
and Sharia law. Tt is partrcularly brutal in its treatment of women, especially those who are found - -
guilty of breaking the law and condemned to die for-their purported crimes. And according to an ’
7»Iran1an doctor who has witnessed many state executions of women, women and girlsare ; ,
4 commonly raped by guards prior to their execution. Ostensrbly, this pract1ce enstires that the = R

woman isnota virgin when she d1es thus preventrng her from entenng paradrse L

‘ Death sentences imposed on women in Iran are typ1cally carrred out by hangrng or stonrng

When a sentence calls for death by:stoning, the woman is buned up to the shoulders, covered

over the head and beaten to death with stones of a size. drctated by Iranian law. Death by hanging

- 'typrcally 1nvolves either the use of a hydraulic crane or a low platform to ensure a slower, more =
- painful death. A strong thin rope or steel cable in the form of a noose is placed around the neck
to.crush the larynx 1nﬂ1ct1ng as much pa1n as poss1ble and prolongmg the moment of death '

, Such a brutal death is what awa1ts Nazanm unless the United States the Unrted Natrons and
©..other international agencies exercise their moral leadershrp and demand that'the Iranian’
R government grant her clemency. Indeed, the United States should lead the way in ra1s1ng an RN
e outcry over, Iran’s inhumane treatment of Nazanin.. In fact, America has long been a champron of - .

human rights in-word, if not ‘always in.deed: And although America’s reputation as a defender of
human nghts has been tamrshed by allegatlons of pnsoner abuse at Guantanamo and: Abu



= Ghra1b Nazamn s plight presents the Bush Adm1n1strat1on with an opportumty to stand by 1ts
- much- avowed commitment to human rights. This is one important reason why at least 11m1ted ,
o d1plomatrc ties with despotic regimes should be maintained by the U. S Otherw1se it renders the DL
U.S. helpless todo anythmg n th1s kind of 51tuat1on : ’ : SR

Just as mternatlonal pressure succeeded n grantmg Suﬁyatu Huse1n1 clemency from an unJust :
- death sentence, so the international community—Iled by the U.S.—must take on the burden of
‘advocating Nazanin’s cause. Huseini was charged by: Nigerian officials with the crime of .~ _ _
adultery after having been raped and was sentenced to death by.stoning. However, as a result of S
1nternatronal pressure and several months of negot1at1ons she was granted clemency

Asa srgnatory to the Umversal Declaratron of Human Rrghts and the Internatlonal Covenant on .
.C1v1l and Political Rights, Iran must be challenged to stand by its commitments to respect the
'fundamental human rights of women and to treat all persons deprived of the1r l1berty “w1th '
L human1ty and with respect for the 1nherent dignity of the human person.” S

First Lady Laura Bush has been vocal in speaking out agamst the severe repressron and-
brutality of women in Afghanistan. She is to be commended for admonishing our nation to take a

- stand. As Mrs. Bush stated, “Civilized people throughout the world ‘are speaking out in horror—- L

not only because our hearts break for the women and children i in Afghanistan; but also because in

- Afghanistan we see the world the terrorists would like to impose on the rest of us. All of us have. S

an obligation to speak out. We may come from different backgrounds and faiths—but parents the -
. world ever love our children. We respect our mothers, our sisters and daughters F1ght1ng '
brutallty against women and children is not the expression of a specific culture; it is the 7

: acceptance of our common humanrty—a commltment shared by people of good W1ll on every
: contment o :

. ) :However it’s t1me to move past the rhetoric. Indeed 1f people like Laura Bush are really '

. sincere about what they’re saying about women’s rights around the world, then it is incumbent

- -on them to act and to persuade her husband the pre51dent a world leader to act afﬁrmatrvely in
‘th1s situation, : - : , . e

What this means is that in order to-truly end the horror being enacted against women'in Iran, =
particularly on young Nazanin, it is incumbent upon the U.S. to act now. To remain silent about

- 'this horrific incident amounts to turning a blind eye and it is a travesty of Justlce that renders §
o meanmgless anythmg the Umted States has to say about women’s nghts :
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