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For florty years, the Negro~Americen |has been voting for
Lhe Repuﬁlican Party expecting that in/due time the party to
whilch hq gave his suffrage would do justice to all, irreapeetivé
of‘raceﬁ colof, or previous condition in acctordance with the
éxpfeﬁaéd wigh and}impliaﬁ purpose of the three last emendments,
1}th., 14tz.y and 15th., of the constitution of the Uniteu Statas
snd the | laws made in pursusnge thereof Our expectations have
not been fully realized, notwithstanding the fact that oup party
(Republican) has been in powar in all the coordimate branches
of the General Government, with the exception of during eight
years of the period.

» It 18 & well known fact that since 1876 there Bre certain
se¢tions of the Union in whigh these conat titutional emmendments
are practically nullified by different devices, underAthe pblicé
power of the states, which w§ beliwwe to bel in violatloh of the
plain mandates of the orgenic law of the Republic,

We believe that Congress hén the sole power under the
Constitution|th enact the necessary"appropriate legiﬁi&tion" to
enforoe the provimlonq of tho awendmauts, and to astablish tb
rights, priveleges, and immum“ti&ﬂ of National C tlzanahipm

.Thero 18 no limit to the power of congresa,‘nmtwithstanding
: reguletion, custom , or law of any state Lo the contrary.

The powers thus granted under the amendments have lain
dormant, or for some unexplained reason have never been exercised
by'Congfees, #e recognize that these powers are within the
diﬁcreésioﬁ gf Congrees and are unlimited by any ataté Iinéa,

It shoyld be| remembered that| the 13th. amendment was intended
tO’wﬁﬁg}nn.chattlg slavery end "Involuntary Servitude", except
ae

& punlshment for crime, wheresqf the p&rt;em shall have been

@Rly conviocted by due process of law,
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That 1t made every man, woman, and chilc free, and being free,
thoy woro entitled to all the rights, privilidges, and immunities
of free men. The moment the amendment was adopted all became
free, and Congress was clothed with the sole power to enact the
necessary, éppropriate legislation to carry into effect its
provisions,

It is mendatory upon COngroaa to act, whoro eny citizen
is denied or in any way abridged in exergising any right enjoyed
by any othor citizen, We further mtate that any cltizen be
he white or black, who is deprived of prevented from exercising
any right common to other citizens is under & condition of

"Involuntary servitude" and comes within the purpose and"meanimg

' of the 15th., amen@mentfor the mole acyion of COngreus to abolieh
or remedy by "Appropriate Legislation", such as Congresa may
enaot to onforce the provisions of the amendment.

Notwith&tanding the fact that we believe that this
(1§th ) amendment was all that was necessary to assure to the

- Negro-Americen every right, heving made all free and wiped out
ovgry-part;of the orgahic law of the Republic ackmowledging
property in men, it wiped out evnry law and every decision of

‘a court logalizing slavery and 1nvoluntary servitude except as &
puninhmqntvfor crime,

' The opposition (Demueratic Party) contended that it
neither gave the negro oitizohnhip nor the rights of Free men.
The Republican Party then to settls all cavil and to estasblish
a national citizonlhip, proposed the 14th, amendment tp the
Con-titution of the United state-. This amenfiment expro-uly

defines who are citizens of the Unitef States. and of the states

in ehich they reside and etc, This is an affirmative declaration

and no state was to enact any law disoriminating or making a
distinction between cltizenes of whatever race or color.,

All were to be equal in civil ang politicel rights end to enjoy

°qual priviliges under the law., No More no less ., |
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It imposes upon Congress the #ole power and duty to enforce its
petovisions by "Appropriate Legislation",

It 1s this "Appropriate Legislation" for which we appeal
to the Republicen members of Congress to enact into law; so that
the Negro-American may go into the Federal Courts end have the
wrongs heaped upon him redressed. We dbproéato‘tho policy, &as
heretofore , of allowing the several states under its police
powers to regulate and to‘pxerciso‘a power wholly dilogatod to
Congress, whereby they are permitted to disfranchise the v
Negro-American and to establish artificial legislation discriminating
egeinst citizens on account of race and colop. We Velieve that
8ll such dinoriminationl are apw contrary to 'expressed and implied
intentions of the Constitution of the United States,

| The Republicans of Congrees and the nation cannot avoid
tho_insug nor:shift the responsibility upon a state, especlally |
when the state uses its delegated powers to abridge and nullufy
the avowed intention of the amendments od~the Gonstitution of

the United States, The states cah only exercise its police

. power to establish good government and equal justice between its

citizens, In this way, and this way oﬁly, can it aid the GCeneral
Gov&rnmont in carrying out the prineiples of}n free republic,

While the 1l4th. amendment established & loocsl and
national citizenship upon the basis of civil and political equality,
it was contended that it did not give the citizen the right to vote.
In order to confer wponm the citizen (native or naturalized)
irrespective 6f race or color the fight to vote, the 15th.
tmthdment was proposed and adopted by tho states and by Congrees,
This amendment removed, er wes intended to remove, any difficulty
in the cltizen voting, It deg¢leres:~ The right to vote shall
not be denied by the United Staies of any state on account of
Race, Color, or Previous Condition of Servitude, And congioas
shall have power to enforce the provisions of the

article by

&ppropriate legislation, So-well-so good;
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We hhve ﬁn all these amendments ample ground for the unlimited
aotion of congreae. And i view er these three last amendments
to the organio law, Congress ia the only power thet can eot; in
protectiqg the naticnal rights of the citizen.

| We fupther invite the attentlon of Congress and of all
fair minded persons throughout the eounﬁry to the fact ﬁhet in
certain states and eections of this country ﬂhe Negro-Amerioan
is diefranchised and denied the right of! repreeentation under
repveseive meamuree, onacted and enroroed by the Demodretio'
Pargy . They are counted in the basis of repreeentation and
the southern states exercise an unjustb preponderance over the
whites of other states by reason of being allowed representation
in Congress based upon the Negro-American pejuletion. i
Prior to the abolition of slavery the exs-ela‘g%w{m‘; |
allowed representation for three—fifthe of their slaves.
They now enjoy repreeentation in the Electoral College end 1n
congress for the entire Negro-Amerioan population in those
states. In other uOrde, one white man in an ex-slave state |
wellds as much power in Cohgress and in the Electoral cellege,
as five white men in the other states. Is this Fair$.
Should such inequality exist in this oeuntry in plain detianoe
of fhe organie law, We eubmit that thia is not morely an
1n3uetiee to the Negro-american but to the entire country,
Why ehould one white man in a Bouthern etate weild 88 mich power
in goungress and the Electppal College as five white men in
other states and congreesional dietricts of the Union?
Should not Congress remove or remedy this injuetice and | 1nequality
in representation.

Laying aside any conaideration of a raoial chavaetor, !

and placing it upon a higher plane of 1t§ menits as a propoeition

of equality, and Justice in politioal and civil righte, 1t seems
to us that it 'is the indispensible duty of fhe Rapublican

Membere of the present COngreae to enact the neceasary
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‘vote anf the inequality of representation in Congress and the
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"Appropriate Legislation" whereby the amendm@nta may properly be
enforced. ' -

What we most desire 1§ not a law merely to oatch votes;
but one which will prove efficient and will stand the test of
courts of law, It hae been a favorite claim of the Democratloc
Party as an excuse to violate the Constitution that to enforce
the amendments involves & question of social equality.

In other worda’that the Negre-American 1s seeking to establish‘
‘social EQualttj? " such @ contention as that, on the part of

those who oppose and favor the agpbreseion of the Negro-American

Electorel College es between white citizens of different sections ;

o wel > - ~
of our Country is too absurd, not to say irrationsl, to gfﬁ&

_ any extended refutation in this appeal to your enlightened and

juat gsentiment aes representatives of é patriotic people of a
free country. our destiny is so closely interwoven with thet
of all our fellow-countrymen that eny civil or political injustice

to one , ir~ilves equal ajustise to the civil or politicel rights

. of all, that it is hard for us to believe that we are meking this

petition for redress cn grievance in vain, Now as to the character

of the proposed legislation, that is puch as congreés may ‘provide

under the amendment; to which we have already salled your attention.
We further invite the attention of the Republican

Members of Congress to the fact that the Negro-American citizens

are not merely subjected to the high-handed methedes of violating .

the Gonstitution in reference to citizenship and the right to

vote as free men; but that upon the public highways of portions

of this country, railboads and other public carriers are compelled

to discriminate betwesn their passengers. This we belleve to

be within the power b Congress to abolish by "Appropriate

Legislation" under the Commerce Clause of the Cénstitution

giving Ccongress the sole power t0 regulete commerce between -

the state and etc, 1 ] FORWARD
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" ynder &1l the decislions handed down by the Supreme gourt of the

lpnited States, this power 1O nregulate" 18 simply paramo® .

wﬁence, we believe that Congress can enact the necessary laws to

P
1ntersuaté traffio.

revent discrimination upon publie highways engaged in

we therefore demand such regulation es will wipe out

- guch unjusl discrimination upon ¥he public carriers of the

~ gountry. tn view of the powers granted by the Constitutionto

the dlscression of gongress bY the enactment of such legisletlon

as will protect the 1ﬁtereat of the citizen, we, therefore

petition congress to no longer delay in protecting out intereste

. against those who aim %0 deprive us of what justly is our due

as Americen gitizens, we, therefore, demand that Oongress 80

ulate transportation, 80 8B to—wipe

amend or enact a law tO reg

out the se=celled "34m Crowy" laws of the states wherein they try

to regulate {nteratate traffic. Apprecisting the diffioculties
aurrounding the enactment of laws, We petition for redress of

sald grievances, hoping that your honoreble body will give due

consideration to the facts and principles herein set forth.

respectfully gubmitted.
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