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Press Clips




. Newsday _
’ ""February272006 : B
. . HEADLINE: Afghamstan Not Part of Bush's It1nerary o

- BYLINE: Assoc1ated Press

'WASHINGTON -- Will Pres1dent Bush go to war-rattled Afghamstan when he v1s1ts Ind1a and :

e Paklstan this week? The ‘White House isn't saying, ‘but there's a lot of speculatlon here and'in -

‘South As1a that he w1ll Both Vice President D1ck Cheney and Laura Bush have v1s1ted

o '_Afghamstan

- "'Even 1f we were gomg to other countnes we would announce that at an appropnate tlme - not | R
‘ _before " Whlte House press secretary Scott McClellan sa1d Monday - :

L Bush leaves Tuesday, ﬁrst for Ind1a and then to Paklstan wh1ch shares a border w1th

Afghamstan e

‘Securlty tensions already are hlgh for Bush's tr1p to South As1a anda stop in Afghamstan would“ SRE

P heighten those concerns even further because of the risk posed by al-Qaida and Taliban m1l1tants_. R R
- More than 200 U.S. personnel have died in the Afghan conﬂ1ct since the Un1ted States 1nvaded .
-f‘thecountry1n1ate2001 ' : L o , SR S

The size of the U.S. force in Afghamstan is'in ﬂux Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

announced in December that the number would shrmk from about 19, 000 at the t1me to about N

| -+16,000 by the summer

R

' _Marv1n We1nbaum a former State Department analyst for Pak1stan and Afghamstan sa1d Bush B L

' ,__‘hkely would conﬁne any visit to heav1ly guarded Bagram A1r Base north of Kabul

“"He has to £o," We1nbaum said at Brooklngs Inst1tut1on bneﬁng on the pre51dent's tnp "He sin
. :the ne1ghborhood Laura Bush went. Can hé not go if Laura Bush took the chance and was - L
8 »more exposed actually -- not much more, but more exposed than the pres1dent w1ll certa1nly be?"

3



| f"f:_l'~‘»_WebInd1a123
February 27,2006 . ' ' ‘ L
’ _HEADLINE Laura Bush to v1s1t NGO 1nteract w1th ch11dren

. US Flrst Lady Laura Bush w111 visit the Prayas J uven11e A1d Centre here and 1nteract w1th
~..'students at the altematlve educat1onal centre run by the orgamsatlon on the second day of her
- visit Thursday 3 S A W St :

-Ra_]lb Haldar the d1rector of Prayas a lead1ng NGO work1ng for the welfare of the street and

e 'neglected ch11dren sa1d the wife of the US pres1dent ‘would spend over an. hour at the complex in "

~south Delhi" s Tughlaqabad area that also houses an educatlonal centre and a shop run by the”
. _1nmates ' e : L . . SR

R "She w111 1nteract w1th the students who were ear11er v1ct1ms of drug and human trafﬁck1ng She E .

has also wished to know about our furictioning and successful venture in the field of Juvemle -

. Just1ce We are- qu1te anxious and happy to comply with hér wishes," Haldar told TIANS.
,_;.'He said. Bush will share her views on how to improve the vanous vocatlonal courses llke L
- computer classes tallorlng and typ1ng that the NGO runs : : ST

: She w1ll also v1s1t Sanchay Prayas a shop run by Juvemle glrls of the NGO _ o
"It's an horour for Prayas to host the US First-Lady. It's a great recogmtlon and deﬁmtely a
L morale booster for all of us; who have been’ work1ng on the ﬁeld of development

.. "Unless we. Ind1ans give enough attent1on towards developmental work econom1c beneﬁt holds LA
. no meaning; I think March 2, 11 a.m. will be the time of our rteckoning in the global sphere sa1d BRIt
an elated Haldar who would love to see: the pre51dent accompany h1s w1fe TR L

y Other than work the US First Lady and her delegatlon w111 be treated to Raj astham folk dances

performed by chlldren at the centre. -

: _) RN
[

fPrayas wh1ch started in 1988 looks aﬁer approx1mately 10 OOO neglected and orphaned chlldren S |
in Delh1 and runs several educatlonal centres across the c1ty v ; -










| . - DNA India

' February 28, 2006

- |HEADLINE:The better half w1ll regale kldS B DT
-",KBYLINE SanghltaSmgh L s '. g ~~’.

. “A,VINEW DELHI Whlle Us Pres1dent George W Bush comes. armed w1th nuclear deals and energy gp¥
- pacts.on his mind, First Lady Laura Bush’s maiden visit 't India is going to be all about B
A spendmg time with under-pr1v1leged children, destitute women and even visiting the sets of the

- Indian version of Sesame Street her favourite ch1ldren s telev1s1on show ’ ‘

R _;;‘Durmg her stint'in the Capital, Laura Bush will visit Prayas an NGO that supports a ch1ldren s
" home in Tughlakabad as well as Jivan Jyoti, a home for mentally challenged ch11dren run: by the ‘
M1ss1onar1es of Chanty at Jangpura S v A . i :

B Laura Bush who 1s act1vely 1nvolved in issues of nat1onal and global concem with part1cular - e
emphas1s on education, health care, and human ri ights, ‘had evinced : an 1nterest to spend t1me w1th S
»under pr1v1leged ch1ldren in Ind1a and to understand the1r problems ' '

s “The chlldren are extremely happy at the prospect of hav1ng the Flrst Lady amongst them and

* have prepared a Rajasthani folk dance number that they will present before of her,” informs an

* official at Prayas. During her hour-long visit on March 2, Laura Bush will’ go to’ the education -

“centre and the skilled training centre before joining an informal round-table conversatlon with -

the children. “We have also worked out a meeting with dest1tute and slum women as ‘the Flrst )

< = Lady has evinced a keen interest in understandlng issues pertaining to education and women' ,’ _

nghts ” informs a spokesperson of Prayas. The women have made a special Madhubani painting

. forthe US Pres1dent s w1fe wh1ch they are gorng to offer asa token of apprec1atlon from‘the1r
751de < LR e iR L

o At J ivanJ yot1 Laura Bush will spend time w1th the mentally challenged chlldren “S1nce these L
. are spec1al ch1ldren we cannot do any preparat1ons Mrs Bush will come here and spend ’
. sometlme 1nteract1ng with the ch1ldren ‘informs the S1ster Supenor at the 1nst1tutlon :

) Mrs Bush is go1ng to spend t1me at the Pogo channel stud1o where Gah Gal1 S1m S1m the Ind1an ,'
= ,j,”-;_adaptatlon of Sesame Street, is be1ng shot y / R A




‘ ;-Viffk'-;;Saud1 Press Agency ;
" March 1, 2006 Lo
L HEADLINE Bush to Arnve in Pak1stan on Fnday

F1nal shape has been g1ven to the v151t program of Pre51dent George W

‘1 ffBush to Paklstan who will stay in Is1amabad for over one and a half day, on arr1va1 from
'Hyderabad Ind1a on March 3, Pak1stan 's Ambassador to Wash1ngton Gen (retd) J ehang1r

o fKaramat sa1d

”“‘;Bush's program 1ncludes h1s one on-one meetlng Pres1dent General Pervez Musharraf followed
' by an-elaborate conference by delegatlons of both 51des Karamat told the state- run Assoc1ated
f-.Press of Pak1stan (APP) o L e

. _: He sa1d Pres1dent Bush would speak toa gathenng of 1nv1tees from the ﬁelds of bus1ness and

p011t1cs as well as notables e
o '?i-f'(It w111 be followed by an event at the U S Embassy, where Bush w1ll dehver h1s remarks

i :‘Bes1des there: w1ll be a sports event of cncket to be followed by a banquet to be hosted by |

: Musharraf for Bush and the Us. Flrst Lady, Laura Bush

) An event related to earthquake rehab111tat10n 1s also on the cards the ambassador sa1d |

o "Dlscuss1ons have been completed on the v1s1t program wh11e the speclﬁc areas to be covered in
~ the scheduled talks have been decided, and the subj ects to be 1nc1uded in the Jomt statement have

v f;,/;,;falmost been: agreed upon Karamat stated




- Deutsche Presse-Agentur
o ‘March 1, 2006 LT ' -
o 'HEADLINE 3RD LEAD Bush says b1n Laden w1ll be "brought to Justlce" g

'US Pres1dent George W Bush Wednesday made a surpnse v1s1t to Afghanlstan Wednesday and L

RS sa1d he was conﬁdent al- Qaeda leader Osama B1n Laden would be "brought to _]uSthC

: _ The US pre51dent also stressed that Iran must not be allowed to develop a nuclear weapon

"I am conﬁdent that he (b1n Laden) w1ll be brought to Justlce " Bush said, addlng that US

o ’Afghan and Pak1stan1 forces were. maklng pro gress in dlsmantllng the al-Qaeda network

| : ‘-He was address1ng a Jomt press conference w1th h1s Afghan counterpart Ham1d Karza1 after a .
. bllateral meetlng at the pres1dent1al palace Lo T @

- ;Refernng to b1n Laden s Tal1ban assoc1ate Mullah Omar Bush sa1d it was only a matter of t1me -
B unt1l he too would be brought to Just1ce e S T : :

B ‘Bush sa1d he would d1scuss strateg1es to capture b1n Laden 1n h1s talks w1th Paklstan Pres1dent
Pervez Musharraf ' o : : :

el '-‘Bush who is on h1s first v1s1t to South As1a as pres1dent 1s scheduled to meet w1th Musharraf on ‘Q‘. a o
"Saturday : L _ . . . TR

= In the1r talks at the pres1dent1a1 palace in Kabul Bush and Karza1 reportedly d1scussed operatlons s

o '.agalnst m111tants 1n Afghamstan and the reconstructlon of the war-ravaged country

f"nuclear deal as: well as accords in Vaned areas on Thursday

. _"The Un1ted States is the country w1th the largest contlngent of troops in Afghan1stan w1th 19 000' |
S ;_soldlers but 1t wants to gradually reduce 1ts forces in the volatile south to about 3 000 :

»’The Intematlonal Secur1ty A551stance Force wh1ch now operates only 1n Kabul and northern and’ : -
) western Afghanlstan isto take. more respons1b1llty in the south R : L

, Bush's bnef v1s1t to Afghanlstan was not announced a.head of schedule because of secunty
o concems - ' ' ' o :
i At h1s press conference in Kabul Bush sa1d Iran must not be allowed to have a nuclear weapon A
o because it would be the 'most- destablllzlng th1ng to happen in the reg1on and the world :

._Bush made his surpnse V1s1t to. Afghan1stan en route to Ind1a He was scheduled to arrive in New o
‘Delhi on Wednesday evening, and is due to hold talks with the Indlan leadersh1p ona c1v1llan B

Bush is- accompamed on h1s three-natlon tr1p by Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce and h1s
' w1fe Laura Bush ‘ S e : :




. Associated Press Online :

- . March 1, 2006

HEADLINE Bush Makes Surpnse V1s1t to Afghan1stan
SRR BYLINE Terence Hunt AP White House Correspondent

A :"Pres1dent Bush made a surprise visit to Afghamstan on Wednesday, flying here secretly t°

e m111tants

.. support its ﬂedglng government 1n the face of r1s1ng v1olence from al- Qalda and Tallban

Sy ‘

Ll Bush's entourage ﬂew into the city from Bagram A1r Base in a flotilla of heav1ly armed e

_:f.’hellcopters Two door gunners on a press hellcopter fired off a short burst.of mach1ne gun ﬁre at L R

unknown targets as the a1rcraﬁ ﬂew low and fast over barren countrys1de "

- Bush arr1ved safely at the pres1dent1al palace where he was greeted by Afghamstan s 1eader

: ..j ‘Hamid Karzai. The two men walked down a red carpet past a m111tary honor guard to beg1n the1r SR
.meetings. - ‘ . P : , : P

,"Welcome the pres1dent to Afghamstan " Karza1 said. as they paused for photographs ‘_

o . Elght weeks ago when Bush srgned off on the. Ind1a-Pak1stan v1s1t he was presented w1th the B
*-option of also gorng to Afghamstan said Whlte House press secretary Scott McClellan 5

- ,‘ _-:'The Whrte House closely guarded the secret but there was w1despread speculatlon that he wouldf S
- make the stop in Afghanistan. : el _ :

- "Th1s is an opportunlty to show our support for a good fr1end and. ally and emerg1ng democracy,
-+ McClellan sa1d "We stand ﬁrmly ‘with the people of Afghamstan as they are chart1ng the1r own - .
o ‘future " _ : ; — , w

R : Whrle Bush and Karza1 met thelr w1ves Laura Bush and Zlnat Karza1 met over lunch w1th

P 'other women

‘Bush also was to pres1de overa ceremon1al ribbon- cutt1ng for the U S Embassy Before leav1ng CaE |

E Afghamstan Bush was to get a pep talk to troops back at Bagram Air Base

' b It was Bush's second v1s1t to a war front H1s ﬁrst was a secret tr1p (to have Thanksg1v1ng D1nner o
' ‘_'-341n 2003 w1thU S troops in Iraq & RS I _

L Speak1ng of secrecy coricerns, McClellan sa1d "There are secunty precautlons that were taken ‘
* and'Wwe are confident in the securlty precautlons that have been taken One of those was not o

::;]{f 1nform1ng you of the trip until now."

"The Un1ted States 1nvaded Afghamstan aﬂer the terrorrst attacks of Sept l 1, 2001 to unseat the o
_ "'Tal1ban reg1me that harbored Osma b1n-Laden and h1s terrorrst tra1n1ng camps :

_'_ iDesplte 1ntense manhunts and a mult1m11110n dollar reward b1n-Laden rema1ns at large be11eved



o Ito be in h1d1ng in the rugged border area of Afghamstan and Pak1stan

The pres1dent and h1s wife Laura stepped off A1r Force One at the air base under a br1ght sunny ." e

- sky against-a background of snowcapped mountams Secret Serv1ce agents were deployed SR
v -faround the plane ‘with automat1c weapons ) : :

- "__’There are about 19 000 U.S. troops in Afghamstan Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has sa1d_ o
: ';,v,the number will be reduced to about 16, 000 by summer. : o '

ht. was Bush's ﬁrst tr1p to Afghanrstan but V1ce Pres1dent Dick Cheney has been here S

. Bush ﬂew into Afghan1stan on what was: supposed to have been a ﬂrght to Ind1a where tens of S

: _thousands gathered in New Delh1 to protest h1s v1s1t

,' :vThe United States and Ind1a ‘were bargammg over the terms of a landmark nuclear agreement

R _ even'as Bush made his way to. New Delh1 for the first v1s1t there of h1s presrdency

‘ﬁ Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice sa1d st1ck1ng po1nts remamed in the way of an agreement
: and smgled out one part1cularly contentrous subJ ect : : “

"The one thmg that is absolutely necessary is that any. agreement would assure that once Ind1a '
has dec1ded toput a reactor under safeguard that it remam permanently under safeguard " she
s fsa1d : : L oD e

‘ R1ce and nat1onal secur1ty adv1ser Stephen Hadley briefed: reporters on A1r Force One as Bush
. ﬂew from Washmgton toa refuelmg stop in Shannon Ireland S :

' ‘The prov1s1on R1ce c1ted would prevent India from transferrmg a reactor from c1v111an to m111tary o ’

'status and thus exemptmg it from 1ntematronal 1nspectrons ‘

"-Bush and Prlme M1n1ster Manmohan S1ngh s1gned an’ agreement in July that would provrde Indra,: o

| ~with nuclear fuel for the country s boommg but energy-starved economy. ‘But the pact, which -

‘faces:some pol1t1cal opposition in both countr1es hmges on deterrnmmg how to separate Ind1a § ;
A c1v111an and mrlrtary nuclear fac111t1es ST : ‘

R1ce said she was uncertam whether there would be an agreement durmg Bush's trip but sa1d the ;
success or. failure of his visit wouldn't be deterrnmed by that. "We're still workmg on it," she L

A sa1d "Obv1ously it would be an 1mportant breakthrough" for the Un1ted States and Ind1a

- "We very much would llke to have a deal " she sa1d "We are contmumg to work on 1t "She .
o expressed conﬁdence that if no deal results from th1s tr1p, the U S and would get one ata 1ater B
,date T g , .

- ,,Durmg the refuellng stop, Bush shook hands and posed for p1ctures w1th U S. Marmes on'their :

“way to Kuwait. The young men, in camouﬂage unrforms lmed up to shake hands w1th the
commander in ch1ef ’ e : :

Csll-



- . i R1ce sa1d that. Ind1a s ne1ghbor and nuclear r1val Paklstan would not quallfy for the same sort of ;

nuclear treatment as New Delhi. "Pakistan is not in the same place as Ind1a " R1ce sa1d T th1nk ST

’ everybody understands that."

lThe Un1ted States says Ind1a has an unblem1shed record on' nuclear prollferat1on and has not sold -

“its technology to any outsiders. Pakistan, on the other hand has acknowledged it has secretly
- sold nuclear technology to a number of countrles ' coA i

S{a:




o .J:Wednesday

. Agence France Presse - Enghsh
* March 1, 2006 Wednesday = .- N ' o
'HEADLINE Snake charmers scout Mughal fort for cobras ahead of Bush v1s1t

: ,Snake charmers have given the all clear for US Pres1dent George W. Bush to go ahead w1th plans
to delivera speech from a med1eval fort here dunng h1s three day Ind1a v1s1t ofﬁc1als sa1d

.C1ty pol1ce roped in the snake charmers aﬁer curators of Purana Qlla expressed concem that

R rept11es would gatecrash Bush's scheduled address Fnday from the 16th century ramshackle fort”

/

B "t was part of our drill to sanitise the fort as 1t is ﬂanked by a porous Z00.0n one s1de and a larget L

" lake on the other and the president will be delivering his address from a lawn wh1ch has shrubs
on its fnnges a senior pol1ce officer said. ERIT : : S »

, The snake charmers who are oﬁen accused of clandestmely tradlng in rept111an products desp1te B
~ a-national ban completed their search of the area on Monday but would sweep the Mughal-bu1lt b

o edlﬁce agam Thursday, said the ofﬁcer who asked not to be named R

Experts however sa1d 1t was wasteful exercrse :

"At orie po1nt of tifne the Purana Q1la teemed w1th various spec1es of cobras but tour1sm and the .

R i c1ty bustle have forced them into retreat poss1bly mto the z0o," ' sa1d w11d11fe enthuslast R P

f"»:‘;'Katana S

” ""'T"",,vf"There could be water snakes in the lake but they are- harmless " he Sald

‘ .,-‘Securlty sweeps. for Bush and his entourage have extended to New Delh1 s dramage system

£ ‘wh1ch has been scoured for explos1ves another ofﬁc1a1 sa1d

‘»New De1h1 has placed 1ts ent1re pol1ce force of 71 000 ofﬁcers on h1gh alert and sealed off the
; hotel where Bush and his entourage will stay dur1ng the trlp, the second to Ind1a by a US ‘
_pres1dent 1n s1x years e v

‘gThe Maurya Sheraton reserved for Bush and h1s team has been declared a no ﬂy zone and the -
”‘army has pos1t10ned battenes of ant1-a1rcraﬁ guns asa precaut1on agamst a1rbome attacks

On Wednesday, surve1llance helrcopters flew overhead as detectlves camed out surpr1se checks

o of budget hotels and guest houses as part of the stepped up measures a pohce spokesman sa1d

" Spec1al secur1ty is. also bemg prov1ded to US Flrst Lady Laura Bush who w1ll v1s1t a fac111ty

1 ::Thursday 1n the New Delh1 suburb of N01da one of northem Ind1a s most cnme-prone d1str1cts






;ﬁnally comfortable w1th bemg in the spothght

v }Conventlonal Flrst Lady

: .::f - In sharp contrast to her dynamlc predecessor H111ary Chnton Laura Bush spent her husband' e

N , ﬁrst term playlng what many descnbed a conventlonal Flrst Lady role '

'ﬂ »But now she s more open and more relaxed The beneﬁts some say, of a second term that .
o doesn't carry w1th 1t the pressure of are- electlon IO
kY ’Amerrca S 43rd Flrst Lady Laura Bush is only the second to have a post-graduate degree a v' . ';

c _.“master s 1n 11brary sc1ence from the Un1vers1ty of Texas

o "’-«Once a teacher she now champlons educatlonal causes and in honour of her mother a breast
. cancer surv1vor she has a1so furthered women s hea1th 1ssues PR AR

‘ She a1so descrrbes herse1f as a very hands-on mother to her 24 year-old tw1n daughters Laura
L 'and Barbara named aﬁer the1r grandmothers i ; _




Rediff India Abroad S L
March2,2006 | o s
HEADLINE Laura's day out in Delh1

US Pres1dent George W Bush and Laura Bush) left the Rashtrapat1 Bhavan for Raj ghat shortly
- after 9 this mormng : . , :

From Raj ghat Pres1dent Bush will leave for Hyderabad House near the Rashtrapat1 Bhavan '

} 1Laura Bush w111 speed east across town to N01da in Uttar Pradesh. She is headed for the
television studios at Film City in Noida to part1c1pate in an episode of the Indian version of -
Sesame Street, which is soon to air on Indian television. She will meet the little g1r1 who stars in

th1s desi version of the popular American children' s television show '

: Th1s was conﬁrmed by Dav1d ‘Kennedy, press secretary at the US embassy; e

She w111 also visit Prayas a home for abused ch11dren in Tughlaqabad where she will interact

‘with five ch11dren for about an hour. Mrs Bush w111 visit Mother Teresa s Mlsswnanes of Chanty

“too. S . - : ;* :

Laura will also accorrlpany the US President to Hyderabad tomorrow morn’i'ng.

" 16\- | .









Aﬁer spendihg an hour and eight minutes at Prayas;»Laura Bush signed the visitors bbbkand

- wrote: 'With thanks for your devotion to children and with much love. Laura Bush' o

~ When the girls- had woken up at 6 am theyv had ‘béén nervous but by noon théy “Weré a confident
and delighted bunch. They wanted to share their experience with everyone who asked them ‘
about it and wanted their pictures shot. They danced to dhols long after Laura Bush had leﬂ and

) | got an Amerlcan to join them too.

Her .husb\an"d may be the most powerful man on earth. He may have si gned"f'a landmark nuclear
~ deal with India. But here at Prayas the star was a former librarian named Laura Bush. ‘

-19- _






o Bush followed through on h1s prom1se perhaps sooner than he thought On the lunch menu were .
fresh mangoes served with creme brulee e . :

w’ 'To honor Ind1a s mdependence leader M K. Gandh1 Bush and h1s w1fe Laura followed Ind1an .

trad1tlon to the letter by k1ck1ng off their shoes.

'Bush in black socks and Mrs Bush in white s11ppers la1d a wreath ata memor1al to Gandhi ‘
and bowed their heads for a moment of silence. They. then walked around the slab of black: =

- marble, markmg the spot where Gandhi was cremated in 1948 for the customary tossmg of i
ﬂower petals ' ' : : :

But 1t's doubtful that what happened next is 1n any of the protocol books |

»An Ind1an photographer apparently d1dn't get the coveted shot of Bush throwmg colorful petals
_on the memorial, and so called for a redo. With a somewhat qulzz1cal look, Bush comp11ed and
' 'then threw even more petals to make sure photographers had snapped what they needed '

—

Bush worr1ed about reachmg a nuclear deal. The Secret Serv1ce was worried about keep1ng him.

safe. Demonstrators worried about everything from globa11zatlon to gay r1ghts

~ But for tens of thousands of local teenagers, Bush's visit meant only one worry: test stress -
~ India is an exceedingly education-conscious country, and students and parents - part1cular1y in-
~ the growing middle class - are known to tie themselves into emotlonal knots over major exams

So for days, Indian officials and newspapers have warned that New Delhi would be a commuter's
n1ghtmare during Bush's stay, and that students should plan ahead to make sure they weren't late

: ‘for the nat1onal Board exams. -

The r1_gor'ous three-hour tests are held over a series days in various _subj'ects for high'School »
students in grade 10 and 12. On Thursday, 10th-grade students faced their social science exams.” "

. Newspapers printed maps showing alternate routes. Some even listed phone numbers for .
»counselors who could soothe partlcularly angst-ndden test takers SN

"We were worr1ed " said 15- year-old Kadi Panmei. "In fact we took another route today to

_escape the Jam and I reached the center on t1me

" Intheend, there was far less trafﬁc d1srupt1on than ekpected.

,zif_f‘



‘Hindustan Times A ‘ ‘ o SRR
. March2,2006 L | Lo e
2 _HEADLINE And/ Laura goes shooting

o BYLINE Moushuml Das Gupta

'Wlth Chamk1 Aanchoo and Boombah N

-

o LAURA BUSH has won a new set of pals —Chamkl Googly, Aanchoo and Boombah — a11 , -

muppets On Thursday, the US first lady- acted in an épisode of Gali Gali Sim Sim, an [ndlan

- adaptation of the hit US TV series for pre-schoolers, Sesame Street. And she instantly hit it off
with her co-stars, partlcularly Chamki, the five- year-old girl muppet Here is how the exchange
went: : : :

T

~Chamki: “T Just got to know that we all have dlfferent ways of countlng but the 1nterest1ng thlng - o

s that we all love counting. Isn’t it so'?”(Laura nods)
- Chamkl:» “Now, listen to how Mrs Bush counts.”

. Laura-: ‘,‘One,' two, three, four and five.”

her.

“She taught me countlng fill 5,” said Chamkl Aanchoo the story-teller muppet said: “Laura '

: admlred my long hair.” As for Boombah the hon well; he was totally bowled o?/er

" Gali Gah Sim Sim w111 go on airinJ uly (on Cartoon Network and Po go). ‘

Though the shoot (at Noida) was over in just ﬁve mlnutes the muppets got some more t1me w1th :



"Fort Worth Star Telegram (Texas)
" March 2, 2006 .

HEADLINE: County comm1ssroners court contests
BYLINE Star-Telegram -,

- In a Feb 26 story.in TheDallas Mormng News Gary F ickes was quoted as sayrng that Nancy
- Moffat has "accomphshed very 11tt1e' o . o

Nancy has been marned to the same man for 35 years and has rarsed two successful daughters

" --one-an attorney and the-other about t6 be a physician's assistant, during Wh1ch time she spent |
8 countless hours at cheerleadmg, gymnastrc and basketball practices. ‘

| She earned a master s degree from the Unrversrty of North Texas, and two. B.A. degrees (magna

cum laude) from UNT. She spent six years as state representatlve passing numerous bills that .
promoted family values and women's healthcare and that helped Northeast Tarrant County. She

-did much more for transportatron needs than Just talk about them.

, Fickes’ contention that Nancy Moffat has "accomplished very little" is chauvinistic and
“disrespectful to women in general. ‘ ‘ ' T

Carol .Courtney, Hurst<

~ T've known' Nancy Moffat for many years. She sa good Chrlstran woman of high moral character' ,
~.and exceptlonally well- quahﬁed for the office-of county comm1ssroner from Pct 3. -

~-She's a former three- term state representative W1th a solid conservatrve Votrng record She has a
* 'master's of public administration and two B. A degrees from UNT She was an assrstant c1ty
- ‘manager for Bedford.

L .‘I don‘t know how her opponents might try to discredit her but I'Ve heard they re try1ng to make -

vrhght of her friendshipwith first lady Laura Bush and her years of service in the Legislature. 1
~~'think the Republicans of Northeast Tarrant County will see that there s no-way to spm her
= posrtrves 1nto negatrves : -

_ .Greg McDan1e1 Fort Worth

'

ivf»:‘f_I'm Very drsappornted in Commrssroner Glen Whrtley, candrdate for Tarrant County Judge I h
believe he's the most qualified candidate, and I'll vote for him. But in a recent. mailer to our

home, he boasted that he had voted for two of the largest tax cuts in a decade Whrle county
commrssroner :

In’ reahty, the tax cuts were more than offset by a tax rate 1ncrease while he was commissioner.

- The net result is that we have a hrgher tax rate now than we'did when he’ became commrssroner -

| He dr_dn't mention this in his advertrsement, but he d1dacknow1edge it at a recent c_andrdate ‘
* forum when I questioned him about it. Whitley will have my vote, but he shouldn't try to have -



‘me believe that he has cut tax.es.v‘

Riéky.H. Bfown North‘Richland Hills -

Dont Vote for J erry Allen as J ohnson County comm1ss10ner in Pct. 2. He has done noth1ng to'

~ help senior c1t1zens and the disabled keep what amounts to a homniestead credlt

™

Allen is mayor pro tem in Burleson. He above all should be helping senior c1t1zens and the
d1sabled Instead he wants them to vote for him for Pct. 2. commlssmner :




" BBC Worldwide Monitoring
. March 2, 2006 ' '
- -HEADLINE Bush apologrzes for not takrng Laura to India's TaJ Mahal PTI '

' 'Text'of report by Indian news agency PTI :
New De1h1 2 March I am Sorry. Maybe next time: .

Th1s is What Presrdent George W Bush promrsed to h1s wrfe Laura Bush about paylng a V1s1t to
‘ the TaJ Mahal whrch they could not make this time round. -

. "l am sorry for not rnakrng it to the TaJ Mahal [ have been hearrng about it. frorn Laura for
~several years now. We will come back .. . [agendy ellipsis] and we will be able to see the
- magnificent Taj Mahal," Bush said in response to Prime Minister Manmohan. Slngh‘s remarks
that he was "truly sorry" that the US president could not take his wife to the TaJ Mabhal this trme.

. Atthe banquet here S1ngh told the First Lady "I am truly sorry that the presrdent is not. taklng
. you to TaJ Mahal this time! I hope he will be more: chlvalrous the next time ‘you are here!" -

) The entrre exchange between Bush and Srngh evoked 1aughter and applause from the Whole lot _ |
_of VIP guests present at the banquet '



Akron Beacon J outnal (Oh1o)
" March 2, 2006
' HEADLINE Akron greets U.S. museum of educatron
- Mayor'is expected to announce expanded mission for partnershrp
. BYLINE: Paula Schleis :

Asof today; Akron is home to the National Museum of Education:

" ‘.'That 's the announcement Mayor Don Plusquellic is expected to make this morning from the
- office of the former Partnership for America's Future wh1ch has changed 1ts name, expanded its
mrssron and begun a search for a bigger home. :

v The nonproﬁt organrzatron launched 16 years ago by a group of local teachers 1s best known for
its National Gallery for America's Young Inventors. Each spr1ng in'Akron, it inducts a handful of

youngsters who have won national recogn1t1on for 1nventrons or sc1ent1ﬁc research.” R

Now, as the Natronal Museum of Educat1on the group plans to expand the gallery nto other
d1sc1plmes such as art, literature, ﬁlm music and athlet1cs : -

 The museum will also recognrze teachers collectmg their achievements and publrshed works <+
into a lrbrary that will also be a deposrtory for everythrng from modern textbooks to historical

R educat1on documents

} The museum- also wrll be a laboratory, a center for teacher and student tra1n1ng, accordrng to ,
 Executive Director Nick Frankovits. - '

j:“It Will bea place where _you come to learnfrorn the best " he'said; :

" All of this wrll need to be housed in somethrng far larger and grander than the museum' s e
~ “cramped th1rd ﬂoor office on Bowery Street.. ~ : '

i Museum and city officials are looking at opt1ons which could be a new burld1ng or a: renovated
space downtown At least 50,000 square feet is needed Frankov1ts sa1d

The organrzatrOn hopes to ra1se $15 mrllron to -help»payfor the new place and p"rog‘ranﬂrs.;j ‘

-One ﬁmdra1ser is the National Honorary Reg1stry for Education,; a Web site (www nmoe org )
where people can pay $3O to 1mmortallze an 1nsp1ratronal educator. T

Gay Evans the museum's assistant d1rector said the new space will have 1nteract1ve rooms
de51gned to reflect different periods of education, such as a 19th- century classroom a modern-
day. example and one from the future — :

vl

Y_ou-.notonly learn about them, you learn in them," Evans said.

- Years in making



'Plans for the National Museum of Education started percolating in 2003. Back then the Us.. .
, Department of Education suggested the orgamzation line up support before launch1ng something '}
. with such a national scope, Frankov1ts said. : B

o So over the past couple of years, the group has ‘met w1th leaders of both national teacher unions
’ congress1onal representatives even ﬁrst lady Laura Bush." ¥ '

“We wanted to make sure nobody was offended " Frankov1ts said We needed everyone on
board." : :

And the reSponse‘7 They think it's ambitious " Frankov1ts said And 1t is.
Before the real1ty comes the dream and there's always r1sk "

.Akron Deputy Plannmg Director J effrey Wilhite who went along ona round of Capitol Hlll
‘ courtesy" v1s1ts said he's excited about the possibilities.

They want a living experience " he said of Frankovits and friends. “"Museum is almost the
' Wrong word because it sounds like old dusty stuff on'a shelf " ‘

- Instead ‘the new museum is about engaging the best and the brightest ! Wilhite sa1d Virtual
" classrooms. Video conferencing. Spotlights on groundbreaking pro grams that are makmg a o

difference

: And with Northeast Ohio'smany_coneges and uni.versities, “I'see so many opportunities for -
~partnerships," Wilhite said. - S . e

Fitting location
There is historically good reason to have such' a museum in Akron.

1t's not widely known outside education circles but Akron is the birthplace of the modern public
school system. :

v In 1840 an Akron canal boat builder named Ansel Miller started suggestlng that property owners . - .

ch1p in money so the town s children could attend school for free.

B After several years of battlmg naysayers, Mlller found afan i n the Rev. Isaac J enmngs a
promlnent and respected c1tizen who gave the idea more clout. :

In 1846 J ennlngs chaired a committee that drew up what became known as the Akron Plan

It called for free schools for all the town's children supported by a property tax It established an

:elected school board that would make financial and policy decisions. It created schoolsm various
locations, and hired a superintendent to oversee the1r operation : Fle '



The plan was approved by the citizens of Akron adopted by the Ohro leg1s1ature on Feb 8
1847 and was qu1ckly copied by cities across the country. ’

_Akron is also a good place for the national- effort because of its central, locatron sa1d Ronald
* Mallett, a physics professor from the Un1vers1ty of Connecticut. Mallett Jomed the' museum’ s
board last year after being the- guest speaker at the Nat10nal Gallery s induction ceremony.

fBut wherever 1t is, 1t‘s an idea whose t1me has come, he sa1d

V'l hke that what they re try1ng to do is foster 1nnovat1on and trammg of students and teachers
he sa1d . To me, th1s nat1onal museum is somethmg that really is absolutely essent1al "






He also cut a ceremon1a1 nbbon to open the U S. Embassy in Kabul stress1ng that 1t sa b1g sol1d

~ building that shows the United States intends to stay there. R
. It-was Bush's first trip to Afghamstan but First Lady Laura Bush — who s travelmg with him - -
o — made a solo visit last spnng Yesterday, she met with Afghan women leaders to talk about

1ssues 11ke health care

: Aﬁer attend1ng a ceremomal recept1on w1th cavalry soldiers; a gun salute and a military honor
guard for President Bush at New Delhi's pres1dent1al palace Mrs. Bush broke from the
: pres1dent1a1 entourage :

Her ﬁrst stop was to be F11m C1ty telev1s1on stud1os where Mrs Bush will take part in- a shoot
o of "Gall1 Ga111 S1m S1m " an Ind1an take on the popular puppet show :

: ,The Wh1te House d1d 1ts best to keep the s1detr1p under wraps for secur1ty reasons b

=15



Express India

March 2, 2006 -

HEADLINE: Kalam to Bush: We are the world
BYLINE Shiv Aroor & Nitya Rao

THIS 1985 chartbuster will set the tone when US President George W Bush b1tes mto ginger .

.- prawns and American pineapple salad with French dressing at the Rashtrapat1 Bhavan banquet

tomorrow evening.

Wr1tten by. Mlchael J ackson and Lionel R1tch1e and: sung by over 40 of America’s top popstars -

to raise funds for Ethiopia, this number is not a random selection. As Cyndi Lauper’s words waft
* across the Mughal Gardens— Let us realise that a change can only come when we stand to gether
-as one—the theme is clear the new warmth in Indo US ties. ;

- But before Pres1dent APJ Abdul Kalam rece1ves his US- counterpart PM Manmohan Singh will )
have hosted a special luncheon for President and Mrs Bush at the Taj Palace’ s Durbar Hall
} Laura Bush is expected to join her: husband after her mornmg engagements

" The afternoon banquet that will feature no chicken dish is being prepared by Hemant Oberoi,
Group Chef, Luxury Division, Taj Hotels group. “The brief specified that th1s wastobea
working lunch, and that it was to cover all aspects-of reg10na1 Indian cuisine,’ sa1d Ober01 who
has been flown in from Mumbai. : '

At the Rashtrapati Bhavan, three of the 11 items on the menu Qvill be 'Ameri_can dishes, including
red cabbage, pineapple with French dressing and broccoli soup that President Bush is known to
relish. And, of course, the all-American peach melba, a favourite of the First Lady.

Chlcken will stay off the menu again and mstead be replaced by tandoori fish, mutton kebabs .
mutton korma, dal bukhara and curried vegetables to be relished with rice and a choice of rotis.
Hostmg Presidential banquets in the Mughal Gardens is a new development — it began as an

- experiment when French President Jacques Chirac visited last month. An officer on Kalam’ S,
staff said: “Chlrac loved it. It’1] soon be hot, so we decided to make the best of the pleasant

A evenrngs L .
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'-:‘;'ChiCago Tribune

"~ March:2, 2006

_ ‘HEADLINE: On Afghan soil, a VOW to capture b1n Laden o
: Bush starts As1a tour with surprise v1s1t
:’_BYLINE Mark Sllva E

Four years aﬁer the United States and allles toppled the terror1st supportmg Taliban regime of
_ Afghanistan, President Bush arrived here for his first visit Wednesday to face questlons about the
st1ll elus1ve Osama b1n Laden who has found refuge in the reglon ‘

| "I am conﬁdent he w1ll be brought to justice," Bush sa1d of the fug1t1ve Al Qaeda leader durmg a -

’ ,"'news conference outside the Afghan pres1dent1al palace

3 "What's happenmg is that we've: got U S. forces on the hunt for not only bm Laden but anybody
who plots and plans with bin Laden," said Bush, making an unannounced stop at Bagram Air
Base en route to New Delhi and Islamabad, Pakistan, this week. "It's not a matter of, if they are
captured and brought to Justlce but when they re captured and brought to Just1ce '

It's a part1cu1arly sens1t1ve questlon on the pres1dent's three -day tr1p to India and Pak1stan where :
bin Laden and chief lieutenants have long been suspected of hiding in a renegade region along

‘:'?_ the Pakistan-Afghanistan border that has remained resistant to Pakistani President Pervez

Musharraf's campaign to track down terronsts Bush will meet with' Musharraf on Saturday in -

Islamabad : . S ’
Musharraf an, army general who se1zed power ina 1999 coup and qulckly all1ed with the US.in

the aftermath of the terrorist hijackings of Sept. 11,2001, boasts of having captured 700"

-tefrorists in cooperatlon with the U.S. Yet bin Laden ‘mastermind of the Sept. 1 1 attacks

" remains the most notonous and elusive of a be51eged Al Qaeda 1eadersh1p

5 "There are Afghan forces on the hunt, for not only bin Laden but those who. plot and plan w1th
“him, " said Bush, prom1s1ng to raise the issue on his visit to Pakistan. "We've got Pakistan forces - -
on the hunt. Part of my message to Pres1dent Musharraf is that it's 1mportant we brmg these
people to Justlce ‘ :

_ Durmg Bush's five- hour stop in Afghanlstan he met w1th Pres1dent Hamid Karza1 and other S ;
~government. leaders at the pres1dent1al palace, had lunch; appeared at a news conference, visited =~

the U.S. Embassy and addressed American troops at Bagram. Vice President D1ck Cheney and
. First Lady Laura Bush had made separate v1s1ts before the president's trip. .

~The Whlte House d1d not announce the v1s1t until A1r Force One was en route recogmtlon of the~ -
: ,,.secur1ty problems 1nherent ina pre51dent1a1 v1s1t to what remams ‘a war zone.

- Nearly $1 b1111on a month

. For Bush the emergence of a democrat1c govemment after the ouster of the Tallban in late 2001

. ~isa showcase for what has become the central theme of his presidency: spread1ng democracy and :



_ 'defeat1ng tyranny worldwide. Yet unrest in Afghamstan where the U.S. still spends nearly $1 3
. bllllon a month remains a challenge for the Amerlcan and Afghan govemments :

"People all over the world are watch1ng the experrence here m Afghamstan " said Bush, standing

~ alongside Karzai outside the presidential palace, where the leaders fielded a few questions from
American and Afghan reporters. "As democracy takes hold, you're inspiring others, and that -

‘inspiration will cause others to demand their freedom. And as the world becomes more free, the
‘world w1ll become more peaceful " SRR :

Bush, who had vowed to capture bin Laden dead or alive after the terrorist assaults on New York;-?

and the Pentagon, faced questions from Amerlcan and Afghan reporters about the fallure to
: capture Al Qaeda s leader : :

‘It is not the only contentlous questlon that the presrdent faces durmg th1s heav1ly guarded visit.

- He headed for New Delhi on Wednesday without an agreement between the U.S. and India to

fulfill his adm1n1stratlon s prom1se of supportmg a growmg c1v111an nuclear power mdustry in"
Ind1a ‘

»As part of the agreement announced last summer, Ind1a has promlsed to separate its c1v111an
nuclear power generators from its m111tary nuclear weaponry program.

-But questrons femain concerning how many nuclear reactors will be w1th1n the military control
~of anation that never signed the nuclear non-proliferation treaty and has tested atomic weapons
: tw1ce and how many civilian reactors India w1ll y1eld to the overs1ght of the Intematlonal
Atom1c Energy Agency : :

' The lack of a ﬁnal deal on d1v1d1ng India's nuclear program has prevented Bush from sendmg
Congress an agreement it can use to consider. changes in U.S. law that would allow assrstance to

- India's civilian nuclear industry. Some lawmakers oppose the plan because of New Delh1 s

~refusal to sign the non—prollferatlon treaty L ‘

Bushh‘as been careful in recent days to downplay'expectations for a nucl’eari-power agreement

’ "Our relatlonshlp w1th Ind1a is broader than dlscus51ons about energy," Bush sa1d in Afghanistan.-
"Qurs is a strategic relationship. . . . Thisis a difficult issue. We'll continue to dialogue and work _

it. Hopefully we can reach an agreement If not, we'll cont1nue to. work on it unt1l we do."

: 'Symbol of commltment
‘Bush made a ceremonial ribbon- cutt1ng at an already open new. U S. Embassy that he offered as
a symbol of commltment to Afghamstan ' : :

. "'My message to the people of Afghamstan is, take a look at thlS bu11d1ng," Bush sa1d " It's a b1g, o

“solid, permanent structure, which should represent the commltment of the Un1ted States of
Amerlca to your 11berty ’ : ‘
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VAR



Later, ata large recreat1onal bu1ld1ng at Bagram Bush rece1ved a rousing welcome from about
500 troops, mostly American. Bush, weanng ablue pres1dent1al windbreaker, spoke ona stage
‘'with a backdrop of GIs :

_ "The Un1ted States doesn't cut and run," Bush said.ina bnef speech at Bagram undersconng
themes he has been v01c1ng in addresses across the U S. : s

"The enemy cannot defeat us militarily," he sa1d "The only th1ng they can do is to k111 1nnocent

. - lives and try to shake our will. But they don't understand the United States of Amenca We will .l
“* never be 1nt1m1dated by thugs and assassins." - : ; :

| Bush and b1n Laden cont1nue war of words " - |

In Afghamstan on Wednesday, Pres1dent Bush sa1d he was "conﬁdent" Osama bin Laden would

o - soon be brought to justice. Since the Sept. 11-attacks Bush and bin Laden have had plenty to say L -

‘about each other w1th the Al Qaeda leader speaklng v1a footage aired on Al J azeera TV.

Pres1dent Bush

o Sept 17, 2001:

- . When I was akidI remember that they used to put out there in the Old West a wanted
o poster It said: Wanted Dead or Alive.' All I want and America wants him brought to Justlce
That's what we want. . ‘ ‘
. Oct 11, '2001: ‘_ :
L Welll get himrunning.‘We'll smoke him out*of his cave, and
we'll get him eventually."
 Dec. 17,2001:

- "Osama bin Laden is going to be brought to justice. It may happen tomorrow it may happen 1n a
month, it may happen In a year. But he is going to be brought to Justlce :

Mar. 4, 2002

~"He's been awfully qu1et I'don't know why But I know he s on the run, 1f he's runmng at all
And I know there s no cave deep enough for Osama bin Laden _

Oct 28 2005

What th1s man who grew up 1n wealth and pr1v1lege cons1ders good for poor Musllms is - o

S11-




"Oct72001' I

Dec. 27, 2001'

i that they. become k111ers and su1c1de bombers He assures them that thls is the road to paradlse --

though he never offers to go along for the nde
Jan. 25 2006

L1sten to the words of Osama bin Laden-and take him senously When he says he s gomg to
hurt the American people again, or try to, he means it. I take it seriously and the people of the

 NSA (National Security Agency) take 1t sériously. And most of the Amencan people take it
o senously, as well " »

'Osama bin 'Laden

"'Every Muslim after this event should ﬁght for the1r religion, after the senior ofﬁclals in the
“United States of America, standing with the head of the international infidels, U.S. Pres1dent

George W. Bush and his staff who went on a display of vanity with their men and horses."

 Nov. 4,2001:

"Whoever stands behind Bush has committed an act that stands as an annulment of their Islam. - 'b

B This war is primarily a re11g10us war. The issue is a matter of behefs and not as portrayed by
' Bush awar agalnst terronsm ‘ :

d

,"Bush has used the word crusade This is a: crusade dec1ared by Bush."

_ Late Oct 2004

"The Amencan economy b1ed and Bush became embr011ed in the swamps of Iraq that threaten

.‘ _h1s future "

| On the same tape bin Laden criticizes Bush- for contlnulng to read the book "My Pet Goat" to
_ kschool children in Florida while the Sept. 11 attacks were under way: "It appeared to him that a
little girl's talk about her goat and its butt1ng was more important than the planes and their:

butting of the skyscrapers

That gave us three t1mes the t1me we needed to carry out the operatlon thanks be to God."
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Laura Bush Focuses on Children During Indlan
Visit

By VOA News
02 March 2006

U.S. First Lady Laura Bush focused on
children's issues on her first full day in
India, Thursday : :

SRS Y

She visited the television studio where
the Indian version of the children's show
"Sesame Street” is taped to record a
guest appearance. After chatting with
several characters on the program Mrs.
Bush helped one learn to count to fivein
Engllsh :

First Lady L Bush She also met with boys and girls at-a

irst Lady Laura Bushis .

hugged by Indian children center providing shelter and education to
at Prayas Institute in New Neglected children..

.Delhi, Thursday.

One stop the first lady's schedule will not |nc|ude is'the famous Taj
Mahal. In a luncheon speech, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said he was sorry President Bush was not taking her to the
romantic landmark, and hoped he would be more chivalrous on a
future visit.

Some information for this report was provided by AFP AP and Reuters E E-mail
This Article
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‘ o Assoc1ated Press Worldstream
4 March 2, 2006 :
» HEADLINE: U. S First Lady visits set of Ind1an "Sesame Street"
- BYLINE: Neelesh Misra ‘ . . .

- Big Bird and Elmo weren't there, but U.S. First Lady .Laura Bush met the.5- year-old hero1ne of
... the Indian version of "Sesame Street" on Thursday before head1ng off to visit char1t1es onher
. first v1s1t to Ind1a :

 After attend1ng a ceremonial recept1on with cavalry sold1ers a gun salute and a m1l1tary honor .
- guard for U.S. President George W. Bush at New Delhi' s pres1dent1al palace, Laura Bush broke
- away from the pres1dent1al entourage. v '

. Her first stop was Film C1ty, an-enclave of television stud1os in New Delhi's eastern suburb of ..
Noida; where she took part in a film shoot of "Galli Galli Sim Sim," an Indian take on the hugely -
' popular puppet show. The ep1sode is expected to reach an estimated 40 m1111on households when
: 1t a1rs in the com1ng months ’ '

- The show is centered on Chamki, a girl who lives by herself on a narrow stréet with her fnends
and is partly funded by the U.S. government. It's aimed at India's 157 million children under age
oosixk. ' :
S While ‘Big Bird and Elmo, the hugely popular international stars of Sesame Street, aren't on the |
" - - show, there is a giant, colorful lion named Bhoombah, who believes he is a descendant of one of
' . .;Ind1a s many former kings and loves "Bhangra "an Indlan music and dance form. :

‘At the show s set des1gned to look llke a m1dd1e class Indian ne1ghborhood Bush along with

Indian social activist Nafisa Ali, met Chamki at a phone booth that doubles as a cybercafe. Then . '

they stopped outs1de a house to greet Bhoombah who asked in his gruff voice how the Flrst
_Lady was d01ng ’

"'m do1ng great ' replied Bush, who was wearrng a str1ped gray suit and green shirt. "I love to be, N |
w1th characters from Sesame Street " .

Aﬁerward she shot her scene. w1th Chamki, who sat ona sw1ng hanglng from the branch of a.
. 'tree as Bush and A11 helped her learn to count. :

’ It took two takes, and then Bush headed for "Prayas " a home for adolescent boys and g1rls that -

" helps care for 50,000 neglected street children.
- There, she was greeted by children dressed in the bright ﬂowmg robes of the Indlan state of
°RaJ asthan, The children danced on a floor covered in marigolds and rose petals and sang songs

including one by girls celebratlng their beauty.

o After checklng out the center s computer tra1n1ng, typing and beauty classes she sat down for a’
‘ quest1on and answer session with some of the. children.
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. ‘ One girl asked if American women faced the same kind of discrimination as Indian women, |

"A little bit, not as much anymore,” Bush replied. "Now more women are in college and more
women than men are graduating.” o : C ,

‘A girl whohad been sexually abused as a child asked the First Lady if there Was child abuse in
Amer1ca There was, Bush told the girl, explaining that such ch11dren were removed from the1r
. homes for their safety : -

| : The Fll’St Lady will wind up ‘her out1ng w1th atriptoa center run by Mother Teresa s :
Missionaries of Charrty Mother Teresa, who started her 1ntematlona1 order in the eastern city of
“Calcutta in 1950 became a global icon of humamtanan causes before her death in 1997

» The u.S. pres1dent and his wife met with Mother Teresa s successor Slster N1rmala 1n New
York n September 2004 : - : :



L P_rin/t‘ Story: Laura_lB:ush Visits Indian 'Sesame Street' on Yahoo! News , Page 1 of 1
‘ Y OOF NEwWs - R Badcto Story -t

Laura Bush Visits Indian 'Sesame Street’ . AP associmeapress
By NEELESH MISRA, Associated Press Writer .
'Th[sMar2,1:41 AMET R N

F|rst Iady Laura Bush was greeted on her debut trip to India first wrth stately pomp and crrcumstance then by
children's puppets ‘

After attending a ceremonial reception with cavalry soldiers, a gun salute and a military honor guard at New

Delhi's presidential palace, Mrs. Bush broke off from her husband s ‘entourage Thursday to visit the set of the

Indian version of "Sesame Street " SV ,

Big Bird and Elmo aren't on "Galli Galli Sim Sim," but Mrs. Bush met the stars known to millions of Indian children.
* She taught counting to a 5-year-old inquisitive girl named Chamki and chatted with a giant, colorful lion named

Bhoombah who beI|eves heis a descendant of one of India's many former kings.

- The show is partly funded by the U.S. government and aimed at Indla s 157 m|I||on ch|Idren under age six —
equal to more than half of the entrre U.S. population. Mrs. Bush's eplsode is expected to reach an estlmated 40
~million households when it alrs in the com|ng months T =
At the shows set — designed to look like a middle—class'lndian neighborhood — Mrs. Bush and Indian social
activist Nafisa Ali met Chamki at a phone booth that doubles as cybercafe. Then they stopped outside a house to
’ greet Bhoombah who asked in his gruff voice how the first lady was doing. v «
"I'm doing great," replied Mrs. Bush, who also V|s|ted the set of the Egypt|an version of the show durlng a tr|p to
.Calro last year "l love to be with characters from Sesame Street."

- Afterward, she shot her scene W|th Chamki, who saton a swmg hanging from the branch of atree as Bush and Al|
helped her learn to count. :

It took two takes, and then Bush headed out for "Prayas " a home for adolescent boys and girls, that helps care
for 50,000 neglected street children. :

The first Iady will wmd up her outing with a tr|p to a center run by Mother Teresa s MlSSlonarres of Charity. Mother
Teresa, who started her international order in the eastern c|ty of Calcutta in 1950, became a global icon of
humanltarlan causes before her death in 1997. ' o ] : =

The Bushes met 'with Mother Teresa's successor, Sister Nirmala in New York'in September 2004. -

e

- Laura Bush plans to accompany the presndent on Fr|day to the southern C|ty of Hyderabad They planned to
spend Saturday in Pakistan. : : . o

Copyrrght © 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved The information contained in the AP News report may-not be pubhshed
‘ broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without the prior written-authority of The Assomated Press.

_ Copyright © 2006 -Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved. .
v : - : . Questions or Comments - . ’
_ . Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright/IP Policy - Ad Feedback

o
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- HEADLINE Singh Gives Bush Gr1ed Over TaJ Mahal Snub

BYLINE DebRiechmann R R L -

| Add Ind1a s prime mlmster to the list of people g1v1ng Pres1dent Bush a hard time for not v1s1t1ng
: “the country s famed TaJ Mahal :

i - As the leaders toasted each other and their nation s ties Thursday before lunch alongside several

E hundred guests, Prime M1n1ster Manmohan Singh brieﬂy paused and addressed Bush's w1fe
~:Laura. : :

_ "I am. truly sorry the president is not taklng you to TaJ Mahal th1s time," Smgh said. "I hope he
- will be more ch1va1rous next time you are here." '

- The pres1dent said Singh was not alone in his d1sappointment "T've been hearmg about 1t from
‘. .Laura ever since I told her that we weren't gomg," Bushsaid. = “ :

The maj estic 17th-century white marble mausoleum is a monument of love, built by Mogul
Emperor Shah J ahan in memory of his favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal

" But 1t's in: Agra 130 mlles east of New Delhi, a d1stance that apparently was deemed too far for
the president, even to demonstrate h1s affectlon for the Flrst Lady.

' In an 1nterv1ew w1th Indian reporters before the tr1p, Bush blamed the dec1s1on on his scheduler

L and said he'd have to come back to India to make up for it.

"Look, if T were the scheduler perhaps I'd be doing things differently," he said. "But you want
. me domg one thing. I'll be the president, we've got the scheduler being the scheduler I'm gorng
~to m1ss alot of the. really 1nterest1ng parts of your great country ‘

| Besides nuclear d1plomacy, Bush also succeeded at mango d1plomacy

" The sweet juicy staple of Indian chutneys and dessert tables was a feature of the Jomt agreement
- between the two countries. Bush said the United States-would reopen its market to Indian .
A mangoes banned 17 years ago. over concerns about pest1c1de use.

"The United States is look1ng forward to ‘eating Indian mangoes " Bush said as both leaders stood
side- by—s1de before the mediaina garden at Hyderabad House : : - '

- Now, Ind1an farmers w1ll 1nstead irradiate the fruit-to klll any pests, maklng them fit for
* consumption in the eyes of U.S. agncultural ofﬁclals The fruit should again be avallable inU.S.
markets in about 18 months R . :

Bush followed through on his promise perhaps sooner than he thought On the lunch menu were
- fresh mangoes served w1th creme brulee : - :




f 'To honor Ind1a $ 1ndependence leader M. K Gandh1 Bush and his wife, Laura followed Ind1an o |
‘ tradltlon to the letter by k1ck1ng off their shoes. . ’

Bush in black socks, and Mrs. Bush in white sl1ppers laid a wreath at a memorial to Gandh1

-and bowed their heads for a moment of silence. They then walked around the slab of black
_marble, ‘marking the spot where Gandh1 was cremated in 1948 for the customary tossmg of -
flower petals A ‘ ‘

But 1t's doubtful that what happened next is in any of the protocol books

An Indian photo grapher apparently didn't get the coveted shot of Bush throwmg colorful petals o

* on the memorial, and so called for aredo. With a somewhat qu1221cal look, Bush comphed and -

then threw even more petals to make sure photo graphers had snapped what they needed

- ‘Bush worried about reach1ng a nuclear deal. The Secret Service was worned about keepmg h1m
safe Demonstrators worned about everythlng from globallzat1on to gay ri ghts

But for tens of thousands of local teenagers Bush's v151t meant only one worry: test stress .

N 'Indla is.an exceedmgly educatlon-consclous country, and students and parents partlcularly in the
g growmg mlddle class are known to tie themselves 1nto emotional knots over major exams.

“ So for days Indlan officials and newspapers have warned that New Delhi would be a commuter s
'.nlghtmare during Bush's stay, and that students should plan ahead to make sure they werent late

for the natlonal Board exams.

The rigorous three hour tests are held over a series days in various subjects for hi gh school S

. students in grade 10and 12. On Thursday, 10th-grade students faced their social science. est 3

: _Newspapers pnnted maps showmg altemate routes. Some even listed phone numbers for 8

counselors who could soothe particularly angst-ndden test takers.

"We were worned ‘said 15- year-old Kadi Panmel "In fact we took another route today to

escape the jam and I reached the center on time."

“In the end, there was far less trafﬁc,dis’rupti‘.lﬂ1 than egpéctéd'



3 Agence France Presse -- English
- March 2, 2006 - - L 2 -
o ‘HEADLINE US First Lady makes appearance on Ind1an "Sesame Street" .

- When the Indian version of the h1t US klds show "Sesame Street" airs on telev1s1on later th1s o

.y, Ind1an pre -schoolers can learn to count to- ﬁve along w1th Flrst Lady Laura Bush . |

‘The Flrst Lady, who accompanled Pres1dent George W. Bush on his malden trip to Ind1a

followed a separate schedule Thursday that focused on chlldren s issues, 1nclud1ng a v1s1t to a TV"'f o

studlo where the show 1s in productlon o

| As Bush toured the Indlan cap1tal and sealed a landmark c1v111an nuclear cooperatlon deal w1th S
Prime Minister Manmohan S1ngh the Flrst Lady was compllmentmg an Indlan muppet on h1s
. multicolored dreadlocks. o | e

"\x"'

e "I like it," she told the storytelllng character Aanchoo aﬁer he asked her what she thought of h1s o

. » ha1rdo

- In another scene she greeted the audlence in H1nd1 and then helped the educatlonal show s mam_ o
L 'character a httle girl called Chamki, count to five in Enghsh ' o

" "Th1s i1s my new friend -- Mrs Bush " Chamk1 told the audlence accordlng toa copy of the |
script of "Galli Gall1 Sim Sim," the Indian name of the show "Galli" means alley in H1nd1 ‘

The Indian show is partly funded by the Umted States Agency for Internat1onal Development as'
o part of i its drive to create umversal pnmary educat1on worldw1de :

s Aﬁer the taping Laura Bush v1s1ted a home prov1d1ng shelter and educat1on to abused

adolescents and fielded questlons about the Un1ted States .

, h "I want to congratulate each one of you for studymg hard and changlng your life," she told
. youngsters at the center . ‘ . P

Because of the US pres1dent's packed schedule the Flrst Lady will miss out on a visit to Indla s" '
' famed monument to love, the Taj Mahal, during the1r three-day trip to Ind1a ' '

Indlan ane Minister Manmohan Slngh apolo g1zed on her husband's behalf for the fallure to
~show her the monument : : :
"I am truly sorry the pres1dent 1s not taklng you to Taj Mahal thls time and I hope he w1ll be . e
+ more ch1valrous the next time you are here Slngh sa1d ina lunchtlme speech ) ,




‘Newind Press <

* March 2, 2006

HEADLINE: Manmohan teases Bush for not g01ng to Taj Mahal
BYLINE Reuters ‘

NEW-DELHI: Prime Minister Manmohan Slngh could not resist teasing US Pres1dent George W

Bush on Thursday for not taking his wife, Laura, to the TaJ Mahal on h1s brief tnp to Ind1a

' Bush has blamed "the George w Bush schedulers" for not arranglng a tnp for him to the

T toast remarks during a US Indian luncheon Singh told Mrs Bush: "I'm truly sorry that the
President is not taking-you to Taj Mahal th1s time. I hope he will be more chlvalrous the next
time you are here." : : : a

home

, "Mr ane Mlnlster I’m sorry you brought up the TaJ Mahal. I've been heanng about 1t from
Laura ever since I told her that we weren't gomg," Bush sa1d

"So we pledge to be invited back and come back and we'd love to see the magmﬁcent part of
your country that we w111 be unable to see this tnp ' :

: iThe Taj was built by emperor Shahjehan as a tomb for his lost w1fe The wh1te marble structure
on the banks of the sacred Yamuna river took 20 000 workers 22 years to bu11d

.The 350 year-old TaJ, one of the wonders of the. world is Just a short dr1ve from De1h1 _ ’

{ .
\

-22-

The aud1ence chuckled then Bush took the mlcrophone and sa1d the sore subJ ect had come up at "



BBC Worldwide Monitoring
‘March 2, 2006

HEADLINE Bush apologlzes for not taklng Laura to Ind1a s TaJ Mahal PTI
. Text of report by Indran news agency PTI
‘ New Delh1 2 March: I am sorry Maybe next time. |

Th1s is what Pre51dent George Ww. Bush promised to his w1fe Laura Bush about pay1ng a visit to
- the Taj Mahal which they could not make this time round

"Tam sorry for not making it to the TaJ Mabhal. I have been hear1ng about it from Laura for
several years now. We will come back ... [agendy e111p51s] and we will be able to see the

- magnificent Taj Mahal," Bush'said in response to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's remarks
that he was "truly sorry" that the US president could not take his wife to the TaJ Mahal this time.

At the banquet here Slngh told the First Lady "I am truly SoITy that the pres1dent is not taklng
you to TaJ Mahal this time! I hope he will be more ch1valrous the next time you are here"'

The entire exchange between Bush and Slngh evoked laughter and applause from the whole lot |

- ‘ of VIP guests present at the banquet.



Hindustan Times
. ~'March2,2006 = - : _ - .
'HEADLINE: And Laura goes shoot1ng( L o ‘ ERUEEE &

~ "BYLINE: Moushum1 Das Gupta

| W1th Chamkl Aanchoo and Boombah

" LAURA BUSH has won a new set of “pals —-Chamkl Googly, Aanchoo and Boombah — a11 |
- muppets. On Thursday, the US first lady acted in an episode of Gali Gali‘Sim Sim, an Indian” . .
" adaptation of the hit US TV series for pre-schoolers Sesame Street. And she 1nstant1y hit it off .

 with her co- stars partlcularly Chamk1 the five- year-old g1rl muppet Here is how the exchange. SRR l
o went ‘ : AT 8 . , . fo

v.Chamkl “I Just got to know that we all have d1fferent ways of countlng but the 1nterest1ng thlng

- isthat we all'love. count1ng Isn’t it so'7”(Laura nods)

: : Chamkl “Now, hsten to how Mrs Bush counts.”
: Laura' “One two three, four and ﬁve

Though the shoot (at N01da) was over in Just ﬁve m1nutes, the muppets got some more t1me w1th _
her. -

) '_‘.‘»She taught meeountlng’ till 5 said Chamki. Aanchoo, the story-teller muppet said: “Laura
admired my long hair.” As for Boombah the lion, well, he was totally bowled over . ‘

Gah Gali Sim Slm w111 go on a1r inJ u1y (on Cartoon Network and Pogo)




THE WASHINGTON TIMES
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- HEADLINE:Bush pra1ses Ind1a s tolerance
BYLINE Joseph Curl :

NEW DELHI - Pres1dent Bush declanng "I bel1eve in Alm1ghty God " yesterday pra1sed Ind1a s

- religious leaders for recognizing the 1mportance of d1scuss1ng respectfully the d1fferences among{ B
L the1r fa1ths to promote peace. : ‘ . LA

» "We have Just had a -- a very 1mportant d1scuss1on about the role of rel1g1on not only in India, o
but the role that rel1g1on can play in helping’ the world become a more peaceful place " Mr Bush..
' ‘sa1d aﬁer meetmg w1th nine leaders from five rel1g1ons ,

"One of the thmgs that struck me durmg the conversat1on is, in Ind1a is-- 1t's a country that
“recognizes the importance of religion and welcomes interfaith dialogue; ‘understands the -
' 1mportance of faith, and understands the importance of people of faith, d1scussmg thoughts and
B views that are -- that are deep in their hearts " Mr. Bush sa1d - S S
Although the meeting was. closed to the press the Hmdustan T1mes newspaper in New Delh1
- reported that Mr. Bush told the nine men that "the world can have' peace only if people of
e -rel1g1on 11ve together in peace and Ind1a isa good example of that. "

' The men he met w1th mclude Ammar Rizvi, a Sh1a Muslim scholar; the Rev. J ames Massey,
.scholar from Punjab who spec1a11zes in India's lower castes the Rev. Dominic Emmanuel,

E spokesman for the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India; Sardar Tarlochan Singh, a S1kh former

chairman of the Nat10nal Comm1ss1on on Minorities; and Doboom Tulku representmg the Dala1
‘Lama o : . o ,

- “"Each part1c1pant got three mmutes to speak-at the meetmg, wh1ch ran 20 mmutes past :

. schedule. Mr. Bush opéned the meetmg by declaring himself "a firm believer and a Methodist."
"~ "According to the Times of India; Mr. Singh said Mr. Bush told the Indians he had "cometo”
listen to the views of all rel1g1ous representat1ves to further my own bel1ef in Ind1a 'S plural1ty and

o ‘rel1g1ous freedom

: "The: meeting occurred as tens of thousands of communists, leflists, students and. angry ,

‘Muslims poured into the streets of India's capital yesterday in anoisy demonstration to protest -

‘Mr. Bush's foreign policy, marching to the city's center hub and chanting "Bush go back."

. "We hate George Bush. He is the real terrorist," said a young man, who would not g1ve his

' Lname but identified himself as Muslim. "He is against us, against Islam. But we will win."
Some in the throng camed s1gns that read "Hands off Iraq and Afghamstan" and "No to U. S

occupatlon ‘ : ;

"George Bush, heis an enemy of freedom," sa1d P1ara Smgh standmg ina dusty ﬁeld holdmg
-a s1gn for CPI the Commumst Party of Ind1a : ,



P

: ) than 140 million Mushms is ab1e to brldge rehglous gaps ' E et

: ﬂower petals on the memor1a1

Mr Bush noted that India, the world's largest democracy that is mostly Hindu but has more

' "J ust look around the tab1e and you'll see dlfferent rehglons represented. But everybody

_ _.‘ 'around the table also was so proud to be in India. In other words the1r natlonahsm was equally .

1mportant then, as their rehglon " Mr. Bush sa1d

| Less than a m11e away from the protests, Mr. Bush and first lady Laura Bush attended a
. wreath-laying ceremony honoring nationalist leader and peace activist Mohandas K. Gandhi at.

the site of his cremation in 1948 By Indlan custom, the pres1dent and Mrs. Bush were both

n shoeless a s1gn of respect

The two bowed the1r heads fora moment of sﬂence after the wreath was placed then tossed "
L o

Secur1ty was extremely tight throughout the c1ty, snarling already homﬁc trafﬁc and forcmgr

“some of the thousands of scooter riders to dr1ve off-road, cuttmg through ditt fields between ’

StI'CCtS

/
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HEADLINE: OFFTHE RECORD

~ BYLINE: Pat Roller

-~ CREDIT where credit's due. Police in West Lothian have come up with an idea that could bea- |
~ winner. But we fear it needs some work. :

~The Record reported yesterday that they are going to send daffodil-emblazoned cards to the
: people aga1nst whom they have some 600 outstand1ng warrants mostly for unpald ﬁnes

'So far, so good But the message attached is pretty lame - somethlng about the subJects need1ng£
‘to spnng-clean the1r lives or be dragged 1nto court. . : :

Oh,lcome on. Clinton and Hallmark would hang their. heads in shame. If they re gorng to send
b .greetlng cards to offenders they should at least come up w1th a decent verse. B

‘f'.HOW about:

vHoyyou, th1s fsn't funny |
' When are you gonna give us our bleedin‘ money? '.
| Or, more‘harshly: o
If you don't stump:up soon, vyou liah -

Youll see the inside of a black mariah,

Or fo‘r' ;those yyhof don’t turn up 1n court:

CIf 'you don't get your lazy-ass shiﬁed
Guesswhat" You're gonna get hﬁed .

~ Over to you, inspector.

S0, it's the weekend, or very nearly. As a service to readers, here's a chat- -up line for you to try

~-out. It comes from none other than Hollywood hunk Bruce W1111s here descr1b1ng Halle Berry,
h1s co-star in upcomrng movie Perfect Stranger . v »

| ""'It's almost like looklng at an echpse of the sun You have to take a pin and poke it through an
1ndex card and look at her through that, because you could hurt yourself lookmg d1rect1y at her. "

Aswe say, feel free to try it out this weekend, grat1s free of charge. We only ask that you do the
o obJect of your desire the courtesy of makrng sure there is a handy loo nearby, upchuck for the



use of.:
ACTR_ESS Melina Kanakaredes, one of the stars of CSI:NY, has revealed that she was given her
~ first name, which is Greek for "honey", after nurses in the hospital where she was born realised
~ they couldn't say "Kanakaredes ‘baby"' and instead announced: "She's such a honey. "

J ust th1nk if she'd been born in Glasgow, she would now be listed i in the cred1ts as
Weedollsoshe1s Kanakaredes :

‘HERE'S America's First Lady, Laura Bush v1s1t1ng the set of India's version of Sesame Street
~ while accompanying her hubby on his official visit to the country Note the trademark forced
sm1le that says for all the wor1d that she'd qu1te like a break from glad- hand1ng muppets.

No luck Laura. You re back in the Wh1te House next week

SPOTTED at the Mardi Gras in New Orleans th1s week . come on Ricky. 'Gervais,’ own up, we

o know it's you 3

ENGINEERS called to 1nvest1gate the problem of the loose beam in the roof of the debatlng :
chamber at Holyrood were complaining yesterday about being forced to work around several
awkward planks. Eventually, though the MSPs went to the pub ' :




Deutsche Presse_-Agentu‘r '
March 3,2006 .. ~ '
HEADLINE 1ST LEAD Bush says Ind1a s non—prollferatlon record excellent

New Delhi- (dpa) US Pres1dent George W. Bush Fr1day said Ind1as "excellent"-non- -
v prohferatlon record would help him convince people in-his country to support a. c1V111an nuclear
- energy deal concluded with Ind1a '

"India has been an excellent partner in non-prollferatlon over the past decades and therefore I
- can tell the Amer1can people that this is an important agreement to help deal with the
‘proliferation i issue;" Bush sa1d - _

He was speaklng ata meetlng with 16 young entrepreneurs at the Indian School of Bus1ness
located in the southem c1ty of Hyderabad -

India and the US Thursday reached an agreement ona controvers1al nuclear cooperatlon deal
v wh1ch still has to be approved by the US Congress :

’Under the agreement all Indlan c1v1l1an nuclear plants w111 be put under permanent 1ntematlonal
safeguards and the US w1ll ensure an un1nterrupted supply of nuclear fuel to Ind1a

" But the Us pres1dent's visit to Hyderabad was marred by protests by communist and Mushm
* organizations. Five people were 1nJured when police baton- charged stone-pelting youths in the
‘Muslim- dom1nated Old C1ty w0 N S : .

»Thousands of protesters largely afﬁhated to commumst part1es, had also gathered at a park about
six krlometres from the airport to protest aga1nst Bush's visit.

) They carr1ed red ﬂags and banners with slogans such as "Down with Bush" and "Down w1th UsS .
1mper1a11sm Some wore Bush masks and camed toy r1ﬂes :

While in Hyderabad the pres1dent and his team of high officials also gota ghmpse of rural India ‘
as they interacted with women self-help groups, farmers and sc1ent1sts at the Acharya N. G
Ranga Agncultural Un1vers1ty - -

Bush spent some t1me 1nspect1ng Murra a seven- year—old female buffalo who walted pat1ently ,
for hours for the pres1dent1al visit.. :

. He also 1nteracted with women ‘who had put up stalls selllng the1r hand1craﬁs talked to farmers :
about the produce they had on d1sp1ay and posed for photographs w1th several of them

UsS Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice looked pleased w1th the sari she was glﬁed Both she
and US envoy to India David Mulford carried straw hats. made by the women. s

’ F1rst Lady Laura Bush v1s1ted a stall put up by the nonproﬁt Freedom Foundation that works
with HIV/AIDS patlents



. - Later Bush flew back from Hyderabad to De1h1 where he was slated to deliver hlS mam address
SRR wh1ch was expected to outlme the contours of the transformed Ind1a-US ties. ' o

.Bush planned to fly to Pakistan late Fnday He is scheduled to hold talks w1th Pre51dent Pervez .
" Musharraf Saturday before ﬂymg back to the us. ' : :

|
|
|
|
B
|
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Agence France Presse -- English
March 3, 2006 _
HEADLINE: Indlan MPs ob_]ect to US smffer dogs at Gandh1 memorial

Indlan 1eg1slators protested Fr1day over US security personnel taking snlffer dogs to check the
safety of'a memorial to freedom icon:-Mahatma Gandh1 ahead of a v131t there by Pres1dent
- George W Bush : - :

Oppos1t10n MPs waved copies of newspapers in the lower house of parhament that reported the ~

- incident Thursday and demanded an apology from the Indian government, the Press Trust of
' Ind1a news agency reported. :

"The UPA (Congress led United Progress1ve Alhance) government has lowered national prest1ge |

R and should apologlse to the nation," shouted Rajiv Ran_]an Singh, an oppos1t10n MP..

Gandh1 1s seen as the father of India's movement to free 1tself from Br1t1sh colon1al rule.

The legislators said the memorial complex isa sacred 51te and that do gs should not have been
‘allowed there media reports said. » : :

When prev1ous VIPs have v1s1ted the site, security forces have checked the area with deep-
penetrating mine sweepers, the Press Trust of Ind1a said, add1ng this was the first time dogs had

been allowed s0 close to the memorlal

‘Staff at the memor1al were upset when US secunty personnel took snlffer dogs on the pathway |
around the memorial tw1ce early Thursday, the agency reported

Walklng barefoot as a mark of respect, Bush and US First Lady Laura Bush visited the -
landscaped memorial that houses a black marble platform erected at the site where Gandhi's
funeral took place inlJ anuary 1948 follow1ng his assassination by a H1ndu zealot

The pres1dent and the ﬁrst lady la1d a wreath at the memonal and threw petals before holding
talks with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in wh1ch the two men concluded a landmark deal to
‘supply India with civilian nuclear technolo gy. :

, Bush who was due to leave for Pakistan late Fr1day, wrote in: the v1s1tor s book at the memor1a1

that Gandhi was "an inspiration to the world "




o | .The Statesman (India)
- March3 2006 -

: HEADLINE INDIA USA MUST FIGHT TERROR EVERYWHERE PM

Statesman News Serv1ce New De1h1 March 2. Contendmg that New Delhl sought a :
nelghbourhood of peace and prosperity, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh said today that ,
India and the USA must fight terrorism wherever it exists as it threatens democracy everywhere
by sharing mtelhgence We seek a world free of poverty, ignorance, disease and the threat of -
terrorism: The USA and India must work together in all possible fora to these ends, he said; .
) welcommg President George W Bush and First Lady Laura Bush ata luncheon hosted: by h1m .

in their honour . : : . A

' We must ﬁ ght terrorism wherever its ex1sts because terrorism anywhere threatens democracy
everywhere the Prime Minister said. He said India wanted a ne1ghbourhood of peace and..
prosperity, and added that while the sub-continent had been home to great religions; it. was a’
powerhouse of human creat1v1ty ‘With wisdom and farsightedness, we South Asians can -
_ transform not just this region but the whole world, he said, adding that in the j Joumey of _
- development and modernisation and social change and empowerment India saw the USA asa-

o partner, a friend and a well-wisher. Among those present at the luncheon were UPA chalrperson

<. Mrs Sonia Gandh1 former Prime Ministers Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mr IK Gujral, the o
" leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha, Mr LK Advani, Cabinet ministers, some chief ministers,
- _BJP president Mr Rajnath Singh, Congress MP Mr Rahul Gandhi, sarod maestro Ustad- Am1ad
" Ali Khan, Censor Board chairperson Ms Sharmila Tagore, top officials, industrialists and US -
~ delegates. Descrlbmg President Bush as a true friend of India, Dr Singh said he had always been
touched by the US leaders warm praise for India and Indian people. We sincerely acknowledge -

- your (Bushs) deep personal commitment to a closer economic and strategic partnership between
" our two countries, he said, recalling that at their very first meeting the American Presidenthad =~
- paid tributes to the countrys efforts to achieve economic and social salvation in the framework of B

- an open society and open economy. I am deeply touched by your admiration for Indlan

- democracy and our commitment to plurahsm and modemlsm the Prime Minister said. _
- Appreciating the firm stand taken by Mr Bush against upsurge of protectionist forces i in the USA o

5 he said that in taking this stand the American leader had not only cemented closer relatrons

= between the: two countries, but also helped the USA reta1n its edge in the global market
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‘.‘The Statesman (India)
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HEADLINE OF BOYS & GIRLS

% BNEW DELHI March 2. Exc1tement and 1nqu1s1t1veness was palpable as. the US First Lady, Mrs o
- ~Laura Bush made a last1ng 1mpress1on on the young: m1nds of Prayas, Inst1tute of J uven11es '
: today : : : -

Mrs Bush struck a spec1al chord w1th the ch11dren who seemed eager: to know about the West

She was given a warm welcome by the kids who greeted her'with a bouquet The campus wore a» freen
- colourful look. The guests’ were given a peek into Indias rich cultural heritage with the: ch11dren R

danc1ng to the tune of Raj astham folk songs. Mrs. Bush was. accompanled by Mrs Jeannie

: __Mulford w1fe of the US Ambassador along w1th a group of senior US Embassy ofﬁclals S :}. o

There was room for serious talk too.as Mrs Bush answered questlons perta1n1ng to issues 11ke -
trafﬁcklng of women and children, child abuse and domestic violence which were. thrown at her -

- by the children of the institute. The US First Lady agreéd that children were indeed discriminated.
- against and there were problems of trafficking, child neglect and abuse. Is there discrimination
" between’ glrls and boys in the USA liké'in India, asked 17+ year-old Tabassum Alittle b1t ‘was the
. answer g1ven by Mrs ‘Bush. But; things were better since glrls in the USA were g1ven vot1ng

o _‘nghts 95 years back and there are many more women in colleges in' Americaand. gettlng .
educat1on there, she sa1d add1ng There are. ch11dren in the USA (too) who can’t afford '

o educat1on e _— - LT
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. HEADLINE Laura visits Sesame galli
- BYLINE: Staff Reporter

US.F irst Lady visits the sets of a popular c.h_ildren's‘ show

U.S. first lady Laura Bush with
children at the Prayas Instltute in .
New Delhi on Thursday — Photo
AFP

NEW DELHI: While United States
President George W. Bush was
‘making history' with the nuclear deal,.
. First Lady Laura Bush wasbusy
| creating some of her own on the small- -
screen. :

o It was hghts camera and actlon ofa-

, dlfferent kind for her when she went visiting the sets of Galli Galli'Sim Sim *— the Indian
version of the popular television programme Sesame Street —at Eagle Studlo in nelghbourlng
’No1da on Thursday : S :

s “Her scr1pt had been sent to the Whlte House a month ago Tt was a big day for four Indlan

L "muppets — Boombah, Chamki, Aanchoo and Googly — as Ms. Bush walked down the “galli'
T and 1nteracted w1th them.’

: Aﬂer meetlng the ° stars ‘and the brains behind the show — M1d1tech Tumer Sesame Workshop
-and Eagle Studlo —it was time for her to get into the act and count

‘ Slttlng on',a'?bench with actress-turned-act1v1st Nafisa Ali and with "tomboy Chamki_ instructing

- her to count till five, Ms. Bush got a chance to reach out to-children in quite another way. The

~show, wh1ch is to be a1red on "Cartoon Network" and "Pogo" later this year is partly funded by
USAIDS ' : ,

 "The segment turned out qu1te sweet. Chamki starts the programme by saying, I want to

- introduce you to two of my friends', and then she introduces the First Lady and Nafisa Ali. We

finished in two takes. It was very nerve-wracking at first w1th all the secunty, but it finally
became very informal. It was like a fnend had dropped in,’ sa1d executive producer of Galli

" Galh Slm Sim Niret Alva ' R



B -}Ms Bush is beheved to have v151ted the Egyptlan as well as- the Amerlcan versions of Sesame
Street. An educator, Ms Bush took interest in how the show would translate for Indlan
audlences 2 :

. "It was a real horiour. She came across as a very genuine and warm person. I toldr her that T was
excited to do the skit opposite her. It was a golden opportumty to-tell her about my work w1th ‘
‘ jHIV/AIDS " sa1d Ms. Ali. :

o The Flrst Lady also visited Prayas Institute of Juvemle J ustlce at Tughlakabad and the
MlSSlOIlaI‘lCS of Charity in J angpura _
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" Lights, camera and action for Laura’Bush
Staff Reporter
U.S. First Lady visits the sets of a popular chzldren s show

“NEW DELHI: While United States President George W. Bush was maklng history' with the
nuclear deal, First Lady Laura Bush was busy creating some of her own on the small- screen

It was hghts camera and action of a different kind for her when she went visiting the sets of -
Galli Galli Sim Sim — the Indian version of the popular television programme Sesame Street
— at Eagle Studio in. nerghbourrng Noida on Thursday

‘ | Her script had been sent to the Whrte House a month ago. It was a b1g day for four Indian
- muppets — Boombah, Chamki, Aanchoo and Googly — as Ms. Bush walked down the -
“galli’ and interacted with them ,

After meeting the stars and the brains behrnd the show — Miditech, Turner Sesame
Workshop and Eagle Studio — it was time for her to get into the act and count. .

Sitting on a bench with actress-turned-activist Nafisa Ali and with tomboy Chamki
instructing her to count till five, Ms. Bush got a chance to reach out to children in quite -
. another way. The show, which is to be aired on "Cartoon Network" and "Pogo" later- this
~ year, is partly funded by USAIDS.

"The segment turned out qulte sweet. Chamki starts the programme by saying, ‘I want to

introduce you to two of my friends', and then she introduces the First Lady and Nafisa Ali.

We finished in two takes. It was very nerve-wracking at first wrthvall the security, but it

- finally became very informal. It was like a frrend had dropped in," said executive producer of
- Galli Gallz Sim Sim Niret Alva. » :

Ms. Bush is beheved to have. v1s1ted the Egyptlan as well as the American versions of
Sesame Street. An educator Ms Bush took 1nterest in- how the show would translate for.
Indlan audrences : ‘

"It was a real honour. She came across as a very genulne and warm person. [ told her that [ - :
was excited to do the skit opposite her. It was a golden opportumty to tell her about my work
~with HIV/AIDS," said Ms. Ali. - R

‘http://wWw;hinduonnet.com/thehindu/thscrip/print.pl‘?ﬁle=200603 0303181600.htm&date=2... 3/2/2006
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The First Lady also visited Prayas Institute of Juvenile Justice at Tughlakabad and the
‘ - Missionaries of Charity in Jangpura. ’ ' '
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HEADLINE: ‘She knew our culture, told us to stay in touch’ '
BYLINE Rumu Banerjee

" - New Delh1 “Hello My name is Kanshma Pve been in Prayas for six months 1 want to
" become a doctor.”” It may have taken the 12- year-old from Gorakhpur five days to learn her lines

- in English but on Thursday, when US First Lady came calling to Prayas, there was no sign of -

" stage fright. Said Karishma, ‘‘I was a bit nervous earher but when I met her and saw how o
’ _comfortable she i is to talk to, I was okay S '

In fact ¢ ‘comfortable’ ’ seemed to be the adjective used most often by both staffers and 1nmates_}
to describe the one-hour Visit that culminated with the First Lady asking the girls to mail her -
‘back home. *“She thanked me for the flowers and then told us t6 write to her once she returns,’

- .added Seema, a former inmate who had specially come down to ¢ ‘meet ma’m”’. “‘She obvrously
~ knew our culture too...she was wearing full sleeve clothes. It was very thoughtful **'she added. ©

-The visit, which officially started at 11.15 am with Laura Bush’s:arrival, actually took off ,
much earlier, with the police cordoning off the area by 8.30 am and sniffer dogs coming in fora.
check at 10. Said a student of a nearby institution:*“We’d been asked to come carly as the gates
were closed by 9.am.”” In fact, security measures ensured that the gift for the First.Lady,a -~
N Madhubam painting, was sent earlier. ‘“We presented a candlestand to her mstead when she .
.. came,’ added RaJ ib Haldar executrve d1rector Prayas ' : ‘

: On her part Laura Bush presented spiral d1ar1es to all the chrldren and Whlte House memento
, to some staffers . . .

~

_. The day obv1ously belonged to the g1rls who were thrrlled by the visit. Sa1d Sartaj, oneofthe . -

_‘ five g1rls who interacted with Laura: “‘We asked her if there s trafficking in'the US and she sa1d
~ yes, it’s:a problem there to0o.”’ Questions on whether gender discrimination existed in the US -
also got a candid answer, though the First Lady was quick to point out that the situation of . -
o women was better there w1th vot1ng rrghts be1ng conferred more than 95 years ago

.- ““The First Lady ] v1s1t was an attempt to understand the voluntary sector in. Indra She -
gcomplrmented us on the Prayas model which rehabilitates the victims of trafﬁcklng,” added

o - Amodh Kanth, founder of Prayas. For Karishima though, the meeting with Laura was much more -

‘than just a validation of her home’s efforts. ‘I want to become a Hollywood star now,”’ sa1d the ' _‘
g1rl Obv1ously, be1ng in the 11me11ght agrees w1th her. - : :
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"HEADLINE: To Bush aunty, with love : L
Kids exper1ence UsS F1rst Lady s warmth, ﬁrst hand

HER HUSBAND may be the most powerful fnan on earth. He may have s1gned a landmark _
nuclear deal with India. But at Prayas, the institute for juvenile justice, it was Laura Bush-who
- took the spotl1ght The US First Lady was given a traditional welcome by the children at Prayas
on Thursday. Eleven-year-old Pinki loved the way 'Bush aunty’ spoke. It was a dream come true

- for many chlldren at Prayas who gave her d1fferent titles likes 'Didi. Sir’ and 'Ram Madam'.

Dressed n colourful Raj astham clothes children from the Nath community performed for their

- star guest. The celebrations started with a kachchi ghod1 dance that was followed by traditional
folk songs and then a grand finale —a folk dance on a chaupal spec1ally created for th1s

occasion. o : R

_The best part was the round table conference w1th children."I asked her 1f ch11dren n. the US get
~ to go to school," said Elaichi, while Meenaksh1 wanted to know human trafficking was a concern
in America too. "Problems like children dropping out of school, child abuse and trafficking is
faced by the US government too. The government tack les th1s grave concern by focus1ng on
“rescu1ng and more importantly rehab111tat1ng the chlldren " the US F1rst Lady said. Her answers
were translated in H1nd1 for the ch11dren ’ : -

- Laura Bush was accompamed by Jeannie Mulford wife of American Ambassador to Ind1a :
David Mulford A group of senior officials from the US Embassy were also present at the

meetlng The children later presented the First Lady with handmade mementos after a 20-minute .
interaction with her. She answered a host of questions ranging from independence of chlldren at -

an early age in the US to whether there were shelter homes l1ke Prayas for k1ds

"Sure there are children in the US ‘who cannot. afford educat1on But she also ment1oned that ‘b
there were pub11c schools for them and as per law education was compulsory for all in Amenca

: Bush was brlefed about the various contemporary market drlven vocat1onal educat1on courses '
run by the. Prayas

The UsS F1rst Lady exchanged JOkCS and accepted paper toys as g1ﬁs made by d1sabled ch11dren v
at Mother Teresa's Home for Disabled Children in New Delhi on Thursday Laura was warmly
- welcomed by the sisters of the Jeevan Jyoti Home :



‘ ~ The Washington Post o Loy B R
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‘ " HEADLINE: U.S., India Reach Deal On Nuclear Cooperatlon, N ' ' '

- With Fuel Imports Allowed, Arms Program Could Grow
BYLINE 5 im VandeHe1 and Dafna L1nzer :

Pres1dent Bush arid Indlan Pr1me MlIllStCI' Manmohan Smgh announced Thursday an

“ unprecedented agreement that would provide U.S. nuclear power assistance to India wh1le

) allowmg the country to substant1ally step up its nuclear weapons product1on -
The agreement which marked a s1gmﬁcant break from decades of U.S. nuclear pollcy,
h1ghl1ghted the 1ncreas1ngly close relationship between the world's two largest democracies and -
enabled both leaders to declare Bush's v1s1t a success. But 1t also drew protests from some
pollt1c1ans n both countnes : : , : .

In Washington where the pact is subject to approval by Congress, some lawmakers said the goal
- of improved bilateral relations must be balanced against the nieed to curb nuclear proliferation. In
India, a number of protests were held to oppose Bush's visit, and soc1a11st groups wamed that
' Ind1a should not succumb to U S. pressure on nuclear 1ssues ' S

Under the agreement Ind1a isto separate 1ts c1v1l1an and m111tary nuclear programs over the next . o
. eight yearsin order to gain U.S. expertise and nuclear fuel to meet'its rapidly rising énergy '
. needs: India's civilian fa0111t1es would be subject for the first t1me to pennanent 1ntematlonal
‘ flIlSpCCthIlS ' C - S0 -

Bush and S1ngh pra1sed the deal ata Jomt news conference but they d1d not ment1on that it
would allow India to produce vast quant1t1es of fissile material, something the United States and
the four other major nuclear powers -- China, Russia, France and Britain -- have voluntarily
halted ‘The pact also does not require overs1ght of India's prototype fast-breeder reactors, wh1ch )
can produce s1gmﬁcant amounts of super-grade pluton1um when fully operating. - ;

‘The Bush adm1n1strat1on or1g1nally sought a plan that would have allowed. Ind1a to contmue

producmg material for : six to 10 weapons each year, but the new plan ' would allow India enough

fissile material for as many as 50 weapons a year Experts said th1s would far exceed whatis
' *beheved to be its: current capac1ty : -

o "The nuclear opt1ons that Ind1a 1ns1sted on protectmg in this deal cast serious doubt on 1ts v
. -declared policy of seeking only a cred1ble minimum deterrent," said Robert J. Einhorn, a former
. assistant secretary of state for nonprohferatlon now at the Center for Strateglc and Intemat1onal
~ Studies in Washlngton ' o :

’ ‘Bush and Smgh descrlbed the deal wh1ch has been in the works since J uly, as an 1mportant
breakthrough in U.S.-India relatlons less than a decade after the two natlons were estranged and

b1tter1y divided over Ind1a s nuclear amb1t1ons

‘ " "What this‘agreement says is - things 'change, times change, that leadership can makea



d1fference " Bush saidat the news conference "I am try1ng to th1nk differently, not to stay stuck
in the past, and recognize that by thinking d1fferently, part1cu1ar1y on nuclear power we can
”ach1eve some 1mportant object1ves . :

Slngh sa1d "We have made h1story today, and I thank you "

: The deal must clear two large hurdles before it can take effect. Bush must overcome concerns by
lawmakers in both parties that the United States is reward1ng one of only three countnes that
refused to sign the 1968 nuclear Non- Prollferat1on Treaty: :

Rep Ed Royce (R-Calif. ) who chairs the Intemat10na1 Relations subcommittee on international
terrorism and nonprollferatlon said he welcomed better ties w1th India, but not at any cost. In a |
: statement he said the agreement had "implications beyond U.S. -India relations" and that the

" goal of curb1ng nuclear proliferation should be paramount "He warned that Congress would not
, be rushed into back1ng the deal.. : :

‘_ | Rep Edward J. Markey (D Mass ). who co- cha1rs the B1part1san Task Force on Nonprollferatlon
. called the deal "a historic fa11ure of this pres1dent to tackle the real nuclear threats that we face '

Bush and Slngh must also persuade the international Nuclear Supphers Group, an 1nformal :
~ alliance that oversees nuclear transactions, to lift curbs on Ind1a U.S. ofﬁc1a1s worry that
Sweden and several other members m1ght Ob_]CCt '

R Nicholas Burns the undersecretary of state for pollt1ca1 affairs, said in a telephone interview
from New Delhi that India, unlike Iran and North Korea, earned spec1al treatment from the
United States with its commitment to democracy and 1ntemat10nal 1nspect10ns Burns was
intensely involved in work1ng out the deta11s of the pact.. | : :

,‘Last week durxng a private meeting w1th a group of congreSsional leaders, Bumns suggestedj it
~ was unlikely the sides would be able to qu1ck1y bridge significant gaps on the separation plan
But a last-mmute dec1s1on by Bush to accept Ind1a s demands sealed the deal.

Burns sa1d one of the most crucial aspects of the pact is that Ind1a would subject future c1v1l1an
plants to 1nspect10ns "This is a significant gain for nonproliferation purposes and it certa1nly is
 far better than the zero influence we had before the deal,” he said. India, however, won'the right
to class1fy reactors as for e1ther m111tary or c1v1l1an use, which could limit 1nspect1ons

' .Mohammed ElBarade1 head of the Intemat10na1 Atomic Energy Agency, which would be n
charge of the inspections, praised the deal. "It would also bring India closer as.an important
- partner in the nonproliferation regime," he sa1d ina statement 1ssued from h1s ofﬁce in V1enna

,Some nonprohferatlon experts, however suggested that the deal could tngger an arms race in
South Asia, one of the world's most volatile reg1ons Ind1a and 1ts neighbor Pak1stan also a

nuclear power are longt1me rivals.

: .For Ind1a wh1ch faces dw1nd11ng supplies of 1nd1genous uranium, the deal would allow it to



T ,"All the United States gets from a nonprol1ferat10n standpomt are a few more c1v111an energy

1mport uranium to fuel 1ts c1v111an program and free up its.local suppl1es to fuel the’ weapons
.program G .

|

productlon reactors under safeguards,” said Daryl Kimball, executive director of the Arms
.. Control Association in Washlngton "But it's meamngless given that Ind1a s weapons productlon
capac1ty w1ll soar‘in the. comlng years WL :

- of Ind1a s 22 nuclear plants 14 class1ﬁed for civilian use would be sub_]ect to new and permanent
international 1nspect10ns under the deal. The country's. e1ght other reactors as well as future ones .
des1gnated for m111tary use, would be off limits. L :

There had been debate within the admlmstratlon about whether the deal would undercut U S
- efforts to confront Iran and North Korea over their nuclear programs. There were'also concerns

.~ about how the. agreement would be accepted in Pakistan, an ally in the U.S. campaign against . al-
" Qaeda. On Thursday, an apparent suicide bombing in Karachi killed a U S d1plomat and several ,

Pakistanis, underscormg the pers1stence of reg1onal terrorlsm

;‘._'But supporters said the pact was an 1mportant part of a White House strategy to accelerate New

" Delhi's rise as a global power and asa reglonal counterwelght to Ch1na :

‘Bush, who arrived in India late Wednesday, was greeted Thursday by varlous branches of the
- Indian military, including cavalry on horseback, at a sandstone government palace. After Bush
“reviewed the troops, he told reporters, "I have been received in many cap1tals around the world
_ but I have never seen a recept1on as well- orgamzed oras grand " :

o Bush and ﬁrst lady Laura Bush paid tribute to Ind1a s 1ndependence leader, Mohandas K.
Gandhi, tossing flower petals at the site where he was cremated in 1948. The president, whois
known for short trips with scant sightseeing time, was teased at lunch by Singh for cla1m1ng that

~his scheduler would not let him v1s1t the Taj Mahal.

- Ina lunchtlme toast Singh told Laura Bush "I'm truly sorry that the pres1dent is not tak1ng you
-to Taj Mahal this time. I hope he will be more chivalrous the next time you are here." Bush
laughed and promised he would v1s1t the 350 year-old wonder next t1me Bush also met with
re11g1ous leaders : : : -

Bush and Singh also made progress on cement1ng closer economic ties, 1nclud1ng an 1nformal
commitment to try to double bilateral trade every three years. But the nuclear deal dominated the -
day. Indian television provided hours of coverage, with commentators talkmg about-a new era of

B "U S. Ind1a relat1ons

; Secur1ty in New Delhi was heavy as s001a11st and commumst pol1t101ans led thousands of people = -
in protestmg Bush's visit and held a rally outs1de Parliament that d1srupted all act1v1ty w1th1n

"Ifthe govemment succumbs to the U.S. pressure on the nuclear deal they have to face ’
consequences " said Sitaram Yechury, a member of Parhament from the Communlst Party of

N\




o ‘ . India: (Marx1st) accordlng to the Press Trust of Ind1a news agency. He said the left would
s protest and oppose any erosion of Indian interest." - . :

‘ ".Armed pohcemen stood on alert and hehcopters hovered overhead dunng the ant1—Bush protests
) S . . A

' "He wants to control the world, and our govemment 18 w1111ng to support thls We are here to

~ oppose this American neo-colonialism," said Shabeg Singh, 64, a resident of Punjab province -

~ who carried a red communist flag. Similar large protests were held in other c1t1es 1nc1ud1ng

: Calcutta and Bombay, also known as Mumbai. :

L1nzer reported from New. York Spec1a1 correspondent Muneeza Naqv1 in New De1h1
,contnbuted to this report BT : .
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HEADLINE Laura lines 1 up w1th Bhoombah and Chamk1 on Sesame Street

S BYLINE Randeep Ramesh New Delhi

: After the pomp and circumstance of the ofﬁcral mommg receptlon recallmg the 1mper1al

- splendour of the British Raj, America's first lady, Laura Bush went to see how the. US 1s today
o mﬂuencmg India: visiting the set of Sesame Street ' : :

A former hbrar1an with a long standmg mterest n educatron Mrs Bush d1screetly broke away

., from her husband's security detail to talk to a seven foot purple puppet and a shaggy lion called
. Bhoombah R . :

The programme called Galli Galh S1m Sim, is Indra 'S take on Sesame Street and Mrs Bush wrll -

' appear na future ep1sode wh1ch wrll reach 40m households -

“Setina mrddle class nerghbourhood of Ind1a Mrs Bush played herself meetmg a s001al actrvrst =

Nafisa'Aliin a ‘cybercafe. The pair then chatted with a inquisitive puppet called Charnki, who sat

-ona swmg Mrs Bush spoke in Engllsh and her words were translated in Hindi by Mrs Al1

o Later Mrs Bush v1s1ted a charrty dealmg w1th abandoned boys and grrls and handled questlons S -i
» w1th aplomb on sexual abuse and gender drscrrmmatron from street chrldren e PRREES

Her husband's trip to Indla has tended to be analysed n portentous tones: The security

g arrangements however, have thrown up some llghter even bizarre, stor1es _

The Trmes of Indla ran a p1ece yesterday headlmed ”Guardmg Bush is monkey busmess whrch X

' claimed that a chimpanzee dressed in army fatlgues 1s part- of the secur1ty deta1l Hrs role
.apparently, is to detect landmines.

~ Other. newspapers have reported that the guard dogs used by the Pres1dent Bush have all been T

~given deluxe suites to stay in at the pres1dent s hotel. The canine unit is staffed by German -
_shepherds and Labradors that only respond to the1r m1htary ranks. - : -

"The ﬁrst lady meets Bhoombah
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HEADLINE: March 2 Museum Story
' iBYLINE Carl Hartman

In a March 2 story about an archaeological exhibit on pre Coleianwomen The: Associated
\Press erroneously reported where it's on view. The exhibit is-at the National Museum of Women
“in the Arts, not the Sm1thson1an Institution's s “Arthur M Sackler Gallery. A corrected versron of

: L ”the story appears below

' WASHINGTON (AP) Archaeological ﬁnds from Mexrco and Péru show that long before
: Europeans arnved women served as warnors governors and pr1estesses .

~.An exh1b1t at the National Museum of Women in the Arts includes httle pottery ]ugs and massive —
stone 1mages portraylng women in a variety of roles in addition to traditional homemakers and. .
care g1vers - : ‘

’ ,"Women were not only daughters wives, mothers and grandmothers, but also healers m1dw1ves _
scribes, artists, poets, priestesses, warriors, governors and even goddesses in pre- Columb1an
. A_s001ety,',' said Judy L. Larson, director of the National Museum of Women in the Arts 1n

: announc1ng the exh1b1t

‘There's: Xochrquetzal a Mexrcan goddess of love and beauty, modeled 1n clay w1th an elaborate
‘ headdress and ﬂowers in both hands. : IR '

She: may not look seductive by western standards but she's more endearmg than a stone image,
half life-size, of another Mexican goddess Cihuateteo with staring eyes and feroclous teeth
“.Clhuateteo lurked at crossroads by night and caused 1llness R

,'The Moche people of northem Peru, Whose tombs are among the most recently excavated hadv
~an ‘ugly goddess of their own, a moon goddess W1th a face l1ke a skull who pres1ded over the
3 capture and sacnﬁce of human pnsoners : -

~“From Peru also comes-a ceramic p1tcher in'the fonn of a: central fi gure with'a scepter surrounded?.
,‘-by seven women, and another of a long ha1red young woman hold1ng a baby '

~‘Organlzed by the wives of the pres1dents of the two Latin Amerrcan countrles the exh1b1t1on was -

promoted in Washington by first lady Laura Bush, who wrote in a foreword to the catalog that . .

' the objects in the show would 1nform Americans and v1S1tors about women in the ancient
.‘Amencas 3 : '

| Of almost 400 ob]ects ini the exhibit, some go back as far as 4,000 years, comparable in age with

f,;c1v1l1zat1ons in Egypt or Iraq. When Spanish conquerors followed Columbus in the1500s, those | v‘ P

o \1n Mex1co met mostly Aztec people and the conquerors of Peru met the Incas ,

B But there had been other peoples before,them, who had been absorbed b_y the rulingé groups of the R




' time 6r had disappeared entirely. Descendants of some like the Mayas of Mex1co can st111 be I
1dent1ﬁed by languages and customs today. : ‘

"The exh1b1t W111 be on view at the, Nat10na1 Museum of Women in the Arts 1ts ﬁnal stop and the :"‘_" S

' only one in the Un1ted States unt11 May 22.

e



- Agence France Presse -- English

' '},March3 2006

3 ,HEADLINE US Pres1dent Bush arrives 1n Pak1stan

o US Pres1dent George W. Bush arrived in Islamabad Fnday for h1s ﬁrst visit to Pak1stan wh1ch . .
‘_‘w1ll include talks on the war on terror ' o L , : o

Bush flew in t6 the Chaklala mll1tary a1rbase from New Delh1 on board Air Force One and was .o

B rece1ved by Pak1stan1 Fore1gn M1n1ster Khursh1d Kasun telev1s1on footage showed
- He was accompanled by his w1fe Laura Bush at the start of h1s two- day v1s1t

: The couple waved as they descended the steps of the g1ant blue and wh1te plane before Bush

- was handed a bouquet of flowers. -

'_',,} They were then flown to the US embassy in Islamabad by a US hehcopter a Pak1stan1 ofﬁc1al D
told AFP on cond1tlon of anonym1ty : - :




* The Dallas Moming News
- March 3, 2006 - ‘ : '
HEADLINE: Bush may miss chance to vote'in Texas prrmary
= 'BYLINE Todd J: G1llman ’ .

WASHINGTON Presrdent Bush 1s pushrng democracy n Asra thrs week But he may be
mrssrng it at home. ; .

o '_Bush didn't request a mail-in ballot for next Tuesday s GOP primary in Texas. He didn't vote
. early before heading to Afghanistan, India and Pakistan. And he's not scheduled to return to the

N 1 U S unt1l Sunday, two days after the end of early votrng

That leaves just one option 1f he Wants to perform his civic duty:.a quick tr1p to h1s home state -
“ Tuesday. The polls at the Crawford Fire Station, Precinct 80, will be open from 7 am. to 7 p m.

: Frrst lady Laura Bush would also have to showup in person

L "'Just 11ke everyone else,” McLennan County election spec1al1st Brandon Buchanan said
s Thursday "I did the ballot by mail last November. I thought that was interesting. I guess he has
‘ more 1mportant thmgs on h1s plate

._Bush’slatest schedule doesn't put him in Texas on ElectionwDay.

L There sa hot congress1onal prrmary in the presrdent's home' d1str1ct with Iraq war Veteran Van
~Taylor and former congressional aide Tucker Anderson vying to face Rep. Chet Edwards, D-

. Texas. And while Gov. Rick Perry certainly won't need Bush's vote to take the GOP primary, not

- voting in the primary lets Bush stay directly out of the ﬁght between the governor and . ‘
Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn : :

. She is Whrte House press secretary Scott McClellan s mom, and the spokesman has said the B
' pres1dent Would support the Repubhcan nominee - presumably Perry

B Whrte House aides decl1ned several requests for 1nforrnatron on whether Bush plans a tr1p the
- ranchor decided not to vote, or if someone on staff forgot to arrange for an absentee ballot. - }
‘County records show Bush has voted in nine elections since the GOP prrmary in March 2002 He

" hasn't missed a primary or primary runoff since then. He voted in petson twice - in the

- November 2002 general election and the day he won re-election in 2004. Laura Bush's record
tracks h1s except that she skrpped a March 2005 county bond election. :




: New Ke'rala

. ‘March 3,2006

HEADLINE Laura Bush’ meets HIV/AIDS h1t krds In Hyderabad

Hyderabad U.S. First Lady Laura Bush spent Frrday with HIV HIV/AIDS affected chrldren dur1ng
her V1s1t to a regronal agr1cultural university in Hyderabad

R Indra has s, 13 m1lhon people hvrng with HIV/AIDS the second largest number after South
Afnca but voluntary agencies and UNAIDS the U.N.'s anti- AIDS agency, say the ﬁgure 1s too
low and many cases go unreported e :

' Laura later on spent time w1th students from the agncultural un1versrty after HIV/AIDS affected
~children from an NGO “Freedom Foundation™ performed for her. :

' The U S First Lady on Thursday exchanged jokes and accepted gifts of paper _y_ made by
o .chrldren at Mother Teresa S Home for D1sabled Ch1ldren in New Delhi. - : i

o Laura who 1s accompanyrng Presrdent George W Bush on a three day ofﬁc1al V1s1t to Indla was | ,
“warmly welcomed by the sisters of the “Jeevan Jyoti” home”. She also visited satellite city N01da’_
to meet the characters of “Sesame Street”, a puppet show to be arred later in the country\ ‘

, Pres1dent Bush on Fnday met V1llage women and e ntrepreneur in a premier Ind1an echnology
‘ "crty on Frrday as its large Muslim populatlon shut down markets in the old quarters n protests
over hlS VlSlt : = _— :

: 'State ofﬁc1als Welcomed Bush and his wife, Laura When they stepped down from Air Force One N
and chlldren garlanded the couple with ﬂowers »

At the un1vers1ty, Bush toured the seed research area where women m sarees bent and tended to :
'_ green patches ‘where peanuts and soybeans had been planted " L -

‘.A smrhng Bush srgned auto graphs for the chrldren and krssed each one before the couple

. boarded a U.S. mrlrtary helicopter to fly to a reglonal agrrcultural unrversrty

- The unrversrty began collaboratlng with Cornell Unrver51ty of the Unrted States n 2004 to
- develop Ind1an agriculture. . _ O

c Polrce sa1d a'strike called by seven Mushm groups ina crty where 40 percent of res1dents are
- Mushm had forced cancellatron of some appearances by Bush's wife. e

"Securrty for Bush in the region was stepped up




e

. The Times of India
March3 2006 . ‘ e
L HEADLINE Laura Bush floors both muppets and k1ds
o BYLINE Lalit Kumar

NOIDA: J enna and Barbara Bush may have grown up. with’ ’ Oscar the Grouch and
S Twrddlebugs of ¢ Sesame Street’ fame, but Thursday was Chamki and Boombah’s turn for a
" photo-op with mamma Laura. And the celebrity guest left the cast and crew of ‘Galli Galh S1m o

i compound

In the outer ring; Noida pollcemen both in,uniform and w1thout it, made it difficult for. ofﬁce- v'.:__‘ L
 goersin the rest of the Film City to get to 'work, until the state guest left around 10.45 am. '

Slm the Indian version of Sesame Street’ completely ﬂoored

7' ‘The Amencan F1rst Lady did more Wrth the ease of a professronal she faced the arcllghts for a )

three-minute slot, along with model turned—soclal activist, Nafisa Ali, and of course the :
ub1qu1tous muppets : ¥ : o .

, 'Produced by M1d1tech Pvt Ltd ‘Galh Galli’ seeks to teach chlldren aged from two to elght iy
G years, through fun activities . It will be aired later this year. The visit began as per schedule at lO R
. am, with Laura along with her security contlngent of15- odd US secret servrce personnel e
' arriving via the Delh1-No1da Expressway C :

Wh1le some of her staff pos1t1oned themselves on the roof others fanned out 1nsrde the

Apprehendmg a traffic chaos, all studios and offices in _the area had asked their staff to come in

an hour early on’ Thursday The cavalcade retumed by the Kalrndr KunJ route L

. ‘In51de Eagle Studio, Miditech presrdent Nrret Alva showed Laura around the elaborate sets
-~ including Jugaadu Ka Karkhana and Basha Ki Dukan She was 1ntroduced to the Crew. and cast,’ .
S 1nclud1ng the kids, Shubham and Satyam ) - e :

: Sa1d Nrret ‘“‘Bush’s daughters had grown.up w1th the 35- year—old serral Sesame Street
v r;produced at New York by Sesame Workshop She v1s1ted the: show at Egypt too.”

‘ " But, the h1ghlrght of the visit was obviously watching Laura go ‘‘ Ek do teenchaar paanch’ Cas
B -she wrth Nafisa Al1 ‘taught a ﬁve year-old to count, wrth Chamkr in the lead. I

Chamk1 1s Gallr Gallr’s “femrnrne tomboy, a role model for g1rls explamed Nrret He sard

' Laura s scenes wrll be broadcast at a later date

Describing Laura as ““ 'warm and gracious Ah said: ““ Ttold her that acting is not the work .

": 5 basrcally do. And she 1mmed1ately replred ‘I know a lot about you.” She had obvrously taken o '
. careto: look at my | b1o data .’ l ol e




“Galli Galli’ crew, ‘‘The way she interacted with us there was no way anyone could rnake out
that she is the US pre51dent s W1fe She could be any other fore1gn Vlsltor ‘

‘ But perhaps the s1rnp1est cornphrnent to the ﬁrst lady was pa1d by Anurag, a rnernber of the




RediffIndia ©

. March 3, 2006

o HEADLINE Where Laura Bush was an ord1nary visitor . |

B Amencan F irst Lady Laura Bush V1s1ted Jeevan'J yot1 —-an 1ns1tute run by Mother Teresa s

o ‘Missionaries of Charities -- in Delhi after her trip to'the sets of the Indian vers1on of Sesame

ki ,Thursday

o Street and the home for juv em]e justice, Pravas on Thursday

- 'The sisters were told of the V1s1t a week before But they were not dlvu1g1ng any 1nforrnatlon
B "before the visit: ,

o "Please ask the Us embassy about anythlng you want o know Sister'Tere's‘a Paul had sa1d '

- ?On Fr1day mornlng, the sister told rediff.com that the First Lady arnved at’ 4 pm. and spent
- around 45 ‘minutes in the home for phys1ca11y and mentally handlcapped chlldren that was. .
o estabhshed 20 years ago : L

"The chlldren garlanded her and sang two songs -- one'in'Hindi and one in Enghsh She spoke to '
- them and said that she will come again but we. know 1t w111 be dlfﬁcult for her to V1s1t us aga1n
- sSlster Paul added. o :

The s1sters d1d not make any spe01a1 preparat1ons for the visit:, "We don't make any extra
arrangements for any of our guests o : :

b ' Laura Bush comphmented the s1sters on the1r work for the chlldren and made an entry 1n the
e V1s1tors book :

: The s1sters d1d not g1ve the Fi irst Lady any memento "We don't give anyth1ng to our guests

B Those who glve usa donatlon we glve them a recelpt said Slster Paul

- 'Shej.also sa1d .that'Laura Bush did not make'a donation.
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_ The Paklstan Newsw1re
March 4, 2006
. HEADLINE Laura Bush stresses promotlon of 11teracy

" “The American First Lady Laura Bush has stressed promotion of literacy in Pakistan. Speaking:
‘at a roundtable conference on Pakistan educational projects, held at the US embassy here
Saturday in collaboration with the US Aid and UNESCO, she said that illiteracy was an
" international issue. She said Pakistan with persistent effort and support from the US Aid and =
UNESCO would achieve its targets in the education field. Laura Bush was briefed on Pakistan' s

" key education projects in the conference 1nclud1ng the 'Early Childhood Education Programme',
- teachers training programme and literacy programme for illiterate parents Regional Dire¢tor

General UNESCO briefed Mrs. Laura Bush about existing literacy rate in South Asian countrles'
and in various parts of Pakistan and literacy targets fixed for the nation: Pakistan has the. lowest

Ahteracy rate in South Asia i. E. 48.7%. Mrs. Bush was told 88% literacy target has been ﬁxed to E o

- achieve till 2015. The US first lady also saw a model classroom and demonstrat1on of modern :
.lteachmg methods ‘Mrs. Bush d1str1buted glfts among the children.



» 'The Paklstan Newsw1re
._'March 4,2006 , R
'HEADLINE BUSH Lady Laura meets Begum Musharraf

- The Arnerlcan Flrst Lady Laura Bush on Saturday momlng met Pakistan's first Lady begum
Pervez Musharraf at the Awan-e- -Saddar. Lady Laura arrived at the Awan-e-Sadar from the
American. embassy where the American President and his wife are stayrng She arrived at the
Awan-e-Saddar after nearly an hour when the two Presidents' had already started their one to one" -
o meetrng ' :

~



HindUStan"Times'vf e . - ' _
March 4, 2006 . ‘ : . oA
HEADLINE: Illiteracy, an issue of global concern: Laura Bush S

BYLINE H1ndustan Trmes

9 Islamabad March 4 -- Addressmg a roundtable conference on educational projects in Pakistan on
~ Saturday, U.S. First Lady Laura Bush aid that 1111teracy was a concern of 1nternatrona1 ‘

.. proportions, but expressed confidence that Pakistan would achieve its education- related targets

= w1th support from USAID and UNESCO. ' : .

Durmg the conference which was held at the US embassy in Islamabad Laura Bush was
_ briefed on Pakistan's key education projects, including the. 'Early Childhood Education
~Programme’, teachers tra1n1ng programme and 11teracy programme for 1lhterate parents

' The Reglonal Drrector General of Unesco briefed the U.S. First Lady about existing hteracy rate ,’
T in South As1a and in various parts of Pakistan and hteracy targets fixed for the nation. o

R 'Pakrstan has the lowest literacy rate in South Asia of 48 7 percent, Mrs Bush was told anda
11teracy target of 88 percent has been set. This target is to be achieved by 2015.

a The U. S First Lady was also shown a model classroom and demonstratron of modern teachrng :
‘ methods She used the: opportunrty to distribute gifts among the children. - B



BBC Worldwlde Monitoring
March-4, 2006 :
o HEADLINE UsS ﬁrst lady. calls for promotlng educatlon in Paklstan

o ‘ Text of report by Assoc1ated Press of Paklstan (APP) news agency ,

'Islamabad 4 March: US First Lady Laura Bush on Saturday [4 March] stressed the need for
promotlon of education in the country, with special focus on advanced skill tra1n1ng for teachers.”
"Education is an issue of concern worldwide... [ellipsis as received] and we (United States) want
- Pakistan to sh1ft from simple qualifications to advanced methodology in the educational field.
This.can help people to lead life with success," she said in a roundtable talk withthe
~ representatives of UNESCO, Federal Directorate of Education, Children Resource International
(CRI) and United States Agency for Intemat1onal Development (USAID) at US embassy here.

 Laura Bush said Un1ted States and Pakistan were partners in educat1on as. the former was "

" running several literacy projects under the umbrella of USAID and UNESCO in the country She‘
emphasized on the direct involvement of parents and teachers in the educational activities ofa
child. "Children need parents ‘and teachers to help them prepare for success in school'and in life.
Once n classrooms our children deserve excellent teachers and hi gh quahty educatlon

. Bemg a graduate of education and a former public school teacher‘ Laura said she bel1eved

o teachers' training was a must to update them with advarced methodology. She said President

: Bush’s commitment for the promotion of education continues. from the time he was the governor |

g - of Texas and played an active role on focussing research on teaching methodology

_ Reg1ona1 Director- General UNESCO Jorge Seque1ra bneﬁng the US first lady sa1d Pak1stan was
- lagging behind.in reg1ona1 educational perspective with 48.7 per cent literacy rate as compared to
- Sri Lanka with 90.4 pc and India 61 pc. He said in Pakistan there was a need to overcome '
, l‘ educational disparity as the ratio of child literacy was 58 per cent, wh11e focus was being la1d on
" N ensur1ng that all boys and girls complete their pnmary level by year 2015

Director-General Federal Directorate of Education Brig (retd) Maqsood -ul-Hassan said the

- government was successfully-carrying out American "Interactive child-centred methodology

- through CRI in its 150 schools in Islamabad. He said under the project; specialized courses. for
_teachers were being carried out besides introducing interactive methodology in 40 universities in,
-~ the country. Chief Executive CRI Mehnaz Aziz said the aim of the proj ject was to link the youth -

. with global reality through advanced educat1ona1 means. She said more than 25,000 children in

‘ “' ICT [Islamabad Capital territory], Rawalpindi district and Karachi were beneﬁtlng from the
h ,change brought about in classroom environment. :

; Later, the US- ﬁrst lady d1str1buted gifts among the group of school ch11dren Wthh amused her
by present1ng self-created tales in a playful manner L v ,

4




- BBC Worldwide Monitoring .
“March 4,2006 -
- ‘HEADLINE UsS pres1dent promises contmued ass1stance to Pakistan for quake rehef :
BYLINE: Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) news agency ,

Islamabad,v4 March: US President George W. Bush Sa-turday [4 March] vowed continued -
- support for Pakistan's reconstruction and recovery efforts in the quake zone, describing October .

- last catastrophe as a "staggering" natural disaster. The visiting leader, who met with- quake -

~ survivors at the Aiwan-i-Sadar [President House] along with President Pervez Musharraf and ‘
- -also watched a documentary on the scale of damage and post- quake rehef efforts sa1d the US is .
: proud of havmg assisted Pak1stan in 1ts hour of need. : S

"It is staggenng what the people have gone through in the quake Itis unbel1evable We are
: proud to stand by Pakistan in dealing with the disaster," he said at a post- talks press inteéraction:
The 7.6-magnitude 8 October quake killed 73000 people, injured an-equal ‘number and left more
than three million shelterless at the start of harsh winter. Referring to half a billion dollars .
ass1stance by US, he said it spoke of closeness between the two peoples. e

President Bush _and First Lady Laura Bush, accompamed by _Presrdent Musharraf and First Lady ... |
- ‘Begum Sehba Musharraf, met with orphaned children, amputees and worien survivors and R
“expressed their sympathy and support for them. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz was also present.

* President Bush praised the resilience of the Pakistani nation and efforts of the Pakistan army and
‘non-governmental organizations in facing the gigantic natural disaster. He also met with the -
“:American military officials engaged in airlifting relief suppl1es and. lauded their services.

o PI‘CSldCl’lt Musharraf expressed the Pakistani nation's grat1tude for American help n carrying out o .

‘early rescue and medical relief operations in the mountainous regions of NWFP'[North-West |
. Frontier Province] and Azad Jammu and Kashmir. He said the American Chinook hehcopters :
*had been "critical" in the immediate rescue and relief operations with their life- saving missions.
The visiting leader was ‘briefed about Pakistans post-quake relief and reconstruction effotts. -
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