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Hostnaster Geteral

New York, New York,
July 25, 1989,

Wy dear Mr. President;

Confirming my recent conversation with you concerning
the Federal building project for Hyde Park, I have inquired
into this and find that the Jolnt Departmental Committee on
June 23, 1939, allotted $88,000 for the acquisition of a
site and the ersction of a building to provide space for
the Hyde Park post office and for activities of the Depart-
mant of Agriculture,

Mr. Purdum informs me that funds have been definitely
allotted for this project, There has been no press
release for the reason that the committee felt it would be
better not to advertise until after the adjournment of
Congress,

Respectfully yours,

Honorable Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Yor Fresident Pranklin Delanc Roossvelt-
Hotes by laud Stoutenburgh Hliot

A o

Ky father Joho Albers Stoutenburgh's Description of the
Jacobue Stoutemburgh House at Hyde Park, Dutchess County.

He spoke of tremendously thick outer walls probably built
to withstand Indian attack= of the thick wooden shutters, very
hefvy with a orescent cut out on each and painted white = of a
cherry tree driveway that led to the house. 4 very hesvy oak
door, back and front in the middle of the house. The se were
half dvors with a door krocker on the villags side.

The hall was especially fine with wide plaoks in the floor
aod a green wooden bench on eithar slde, These my father in my
lifetime sought to trace.

Jaoobus went twice to Holland for Dutch tilee and bricks, sto.
When a child, my father had reverenced the tiles set in the mantel
Plecas in dining-room and bedrooms, He and the other boye in the
family were taught Bible lessons from the Scripture tiles, After
the house was torm down, he boupht two or thrae mantel-pieces,

Jacobua' office wae one of the four rooms on the left side naar
the villaga. A tall deek on either side and s Eas, I think it wes
called, that used to hold his archives, Thie, althotigh Jacobus
had long since been dead, remained in my father's youth.

He spoke of the doors in the house with very small door=-knobs
end interesting latches,

The most interesting thing in the house dccording to my father,
was the fireplace in the bupement which wes made by the slope of
the hill, It was a trewendous fireplace in which he could stand
uprignt, 4 Dutch oven woe bullt next to it. Smith 1o 1877, in
his "History of Dutchess" tells that the chimney ecould not be dia-
mantled except by pulling down. Ion this fireplace a fire burged
all through the year., My father said that the last of Aupust or
the first of jeptember a great back log of hickory was drapged by
Oxen t0 the house and then rolled into the fireplace. Two other
large trse trunks wers then placed next the great back log. There -
was o me=tiog of the clans of Stoutemburgh uné Teller families whan
the back log waes placed, The back log lasted throughout the year,
On either side of the fireplace were benchss without backs.
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lise Zleie Pritchard was born in the William Stoutenburgh

Stone House at Union Cormers, then belonging to Isado. she moved
to one of the better houses in the village 80 she might keep house
for her brother who wae a physician (who never married) and a bro-
ther Isado whom I preferred, who had white halr aond beautiful blue
Stoutenburgh eyes, I recall him as walkiog through the village
with great white boards on his shoulders, for he was a carpenter.
lione of these threse had married.

In 1902 and 2, I spent the summers at Hyde Park and saw Liss
Elsie daily. Col.Eliot and I were deaeply interssted in petting
reliable data as to the background of the family and its affairs
aond the old house., Miss Zlsie, a silent, tall womao who made no
friends in the wvillage, seemed to be a fit custodian of the past.
I, after many vislte, gained her affeotion. She always spoke of
the family and especially of Jasocbus. Mise Hleie had during her
life lived io omly two houses, both those in Hyde Park, She was
baptized iu the Dutch Church in 1642, She 1ived inm the past and
we used to write down facts uns she gave them, The e when checked,
were always found reliabla.

she had ssen the house as a young girl, Her mother, Hleanor

Stoutenburgh, had stayed there with her cousinas, and old Isaac in
whose house ghe lived had told her how he had as a boy crawled to
"®he lansion" during the Revolution to find a fishing rod. The
family had abandoned the mansion and had buried their silver and
had gona to stay at Isaac's father's house, this becsuse the man-
gion had become a target, It was fired upon when the British
went up the River to burn Kingston, (Note by l,3,E.- The British
war map shows "Stoutenburgh™ plainly marked.)

lisse Pritohard said that washington had spent several days
in the house built by John Stoutenburgh. ¥

3he thought the fmct that the sons of Jacobue were in service
at the tlme might have besen respounsible for the attack upon the
house, lNamely, Col.Tobims, Col. 4th Dutchess
Capt, Pater
Capt. Johm. Svu
Capt. Luke
Private illiam.

She showsd me a preat Cannon-ball which she used as & dcor-stop.
It bhad etuck 1n the thlck walle of the house. I have har letter
giving me this cannon-ball.

She spoke with palin of the destruotion of the honse and took me
out to the spot showlog me where the slave or servant quarters ware
(io Lir..ales place, where four houses were set aside for this pur-
pose. The slaves or servante never ocoupled rooms or quartaers in
the house but dally came to the houss for orders and service.)

(liiss LElsie gave me the original deed to the Gore.~ mote by l.5.1.)



B Pun it Rebriht . muigy on The Gl Heuas To Hloed o Thy Jf“-l
e %MUJIQML!"L ihnt"_

She showed me the last cherry irea, also where some of the
8tones from the house had been ussd in the guttar before the
entrance of the sales placa,

"Imperial Caesar, dead and. turned to olay,
Might stop a chink to keep the wind away,"
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To every pevneration of my family, there came members of fam-
illes who trace back %o the Great Niue Partners Patent. The B8
families came yearly to my mother's, to talk of Hyde Park. Amonget
these, the Johnsons who had lived severul generations in Hyde Park.
lost, if not all, are dead now, The Rev, allen Johneon later came
to see ma. They spoke of Gov. Johnson's home at imsterdam aa
belng copled from the Jacobus House. They had seen both, and were,
I believe, unrelated to the Gov. Johuson family. Io other times,
thelr name was spelled in two ways. They went baock to Sir caleb
Heathoote, owner, I believe, of the HBth wWwater Lot.

The liine rPartners Book said "lras. Johuson had the Indian Deed"
%0 the GCreat liine Partuners Patent. Unfortugately, theu I had oot
read the book, 80 I could not usk him about 1it.

The Roosevelts married into this family. They, Lew Johoson,
liss Euphemia and others spoke of the "Stoutenburgh ilisnsion”, Tha
. Po Rogers with Bard baokground spoke often of the old house and
other matters of interast to Hyde Park in ite beginning.

How to return o the present and ite needa. My family are all
abseut 80 yesterday I sat with photographe of the Stoutenburgh Housse$§
and the drawlng of the architsct.

I came to the conclusion first, that it would seem sdvisgable if
you thought best, to copy the John Stouteunburgh Housd®almost exectly
as it now stonds opposite the entrance of lirs. Archibald Hogers? with
& few minor altercticns and calling it the Jacobus Jtoutenburgh House,
These gl teraticns I offer for yuur consideration.

The frout door should be level with the street as it would be
ao impossibility to use it in bad weather with steps. The new shut-
ters that have baen put on should be replaced with the heavy wooden
ghutters with a crsuscent moon,

I studled for many houre the various pletures thut I have of
#illiam and Joho Stoutenburgh's houses, and the architectural druwinge
and noted that on the first floor qé_ull thres houses, the door wus
directly in the middle with two wiodowd on Bither side. I have also
comé %0 the gonclusion that any house built at that time of two
stories wus called & mansion. Note the VanCortlaudt lianslon and
others. Wra. John King Van Rensealasr, who although a generation
older than I, oconferred with me frequently about old time ways and
oustoms, 8t 3he asked me why I thought Gracle Jouse was called
Gracie lanslon, I am now absolutely convinced in looklng over houses
of the past that thls odiocus title "mansion" was given to houses of
two storles.
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The Dutoh houses of one story or one story and a half were
50 my way of thinking much more attractive, I feel that this
house could indeed be a fitting monument to Jacobus and would
be enjoyed by the people of Hyde Park as a Post 0ffice.

That you, dear President Roosevelt, as President of the
United 3tates, should have eelected this house to which to do

honor should make esch and every descendant of my family deeply
grateful and ever sensible of your kindness.

The!” bu sull old 1WELLm
hﬁm?u ar

—

Qg unt m.l*]al_,

lMrs. dalter Graeme Hliot
520 Xast 87th Strast
Hew Yorxz City
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Angus® E5, 1939,

Dear Helen:-

A3 you know, there 1s a posaibility that
I may go% a new Pest Offlos for Hyds Park village
next Spring and the type of bmllding becomes
important.

You will ressabsr the artlels by Calenal
Elilot elaiming that the old Stowten bouse
a% the %op of the river hill was
1dentisal with the Sir William Johmaton house
in the Mobawk Yallay -- a full %wo story and
attic howse. Apparsnily Era. Ellot does nod
make this elaim and suggests 1t was mors like
the Stowtenburgh houses opposits the Rogers'
north gate —— a howss with a hip roef.

Hava any t ns %o vhat Hpe
of dssign we 4 follow! It is possible
(don't tell anybody abomt 1t) that we may need
a bigger bullding than Rhinsbsck because of
housing the federal agricultural activities
for Dmtohess Cownfiy.

If this dreadful war business does
not dsfinitsly break out, I hope to be ad
Hyds Park ths batter part of Bsptember — and
if you are back be sure to let me know and
coms up to tea wlth uas.

As sver yours,

Niss Helen W. Reymolds,
B8 Grand Avenue,

Foughksepule
New Tork.



August 20, 1939.
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August 29, 1939
Letter to the Presidemt

From Helen Reynolds \

Attaches two memorandwms

l. On new Fost Offiees for Hyde Parxk
L. -

2. Hyde Park Library

Fres. ack of Sept 12, 1939 attached.

See: Helen Reynolds foldexr-Drawer—2-1939
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My dear Mr.'President:

Attached hereto is a photostatic copy of the Synopsis
of Bids for the new Federal building site at Hyde Park, New
York; also a marked blue print showing the locations of the
sites offered.

During the investigetion by site agents A. J. Leamy
end W. Plath it came to their attention that the Union Free
School Building, located at the southweat cormer of Albeny
Post Road and Albertson Street, with dimensions of 101!'2"
on the Albany Post Road, 198' on Albertson Street, and 154"
on the south line, is to be abendoned upon the completion
of the new Centrel School building about Jenuary 1940.

In view of the fact thet the Union Free School Building
is to be abandoned the site agents wrote Mr. Ralph R. Smith,
8r., President of the Central School Board, Hyde Park, New
York, cbncerning the matter, end transmitted to him & blank
proposal form for his use in the event the school board
desires to submit & formal bid on the property. The site
egents are withholding their report until some definite word
is received from the -Centrel School Board.

I thought you would like to have the above-mentioned
Synopsis of Bids and the blue print showing the locations.

I shall be glad to discuss the matter with you when I
See you next week.

Sincerely yours,

oo o Anley,

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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Ootober 14, 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR 8. D, R.

Would you ask the Librarian
at H{Eu Park to lend you a ploture
she has there of the original house
of Dr. John Bard which stood on the
East slde of the Post Road just North
of 3t. James Church,

i I muﬁl like to n;u it next
tfurday morn a8 wa ¥ want to
u:g it for the new Hyde E:rk poat-
Q 1. 19

F. D. R. fdrf‘lmb



Cotober 14, 1939

Deer Helent

I am having Mama get a ploture
of the John Bard house from the library at
Hyde Park and I will gee it next week end.

I entirely a the announce-
ment of Volume VII of lE Colleotions.

Will you thank and
tell him I =hall deligh to have him
do as he did be and take ocare of the
distribution. I hope he 1e better.

Give him may very regards.
ever yours,

§

%

: §

Mise Helen W. Reynolds,

gg Grand L:Imu.
ughkeepaie

New York, >



Mins HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS
/7 L amAND AVEHUE Oetoder IZ2th,
F FOUSHKEEFEIE, MEW YORK 1939

Dear Mr., President,

Would you W@ wllling that your ook should we an-
nouneed in the I939 Year Book (whieh will get in the
mail in Deeember) and, if so, wowld you approve the
wording ofl the encloged draft of an Announeement 7

Henry Hackett and I are mweh interested in our
findinge about Dr. Jokn Bard's house as & possible de=
slgn for the post office at Hyde Park | L

And, oh %, if a new school 1s named "Val K111" do
have the children taught to give "Val" the Duteh pro-
nunelation , = which rhymes with "fol" not with valley.

Youre,

ﬂ%’m‘ﬁ



Dear Al3~-

I Salked with the Post Offise and Tresswry
people about yowr property and while 1% is an
180al sorner, they feel 1t 1s not big enowgh.
Purtheracre, you have made #0 many isprovemeats
and mads such s suooess of the bmsimesses that
Jou would very properly bave % ask a falrly
high price in order to come oWS wquare. I
hepe to get some further news fyom the of-
fislals befere I get bgek over Klsotion weekend
and I will see you them.

Very simcersly yowrs,

¥
r
r

Zepf,
»

ork.



Hyde Park, N.Y.
Ootober 20, 1939

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Hyde Park, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Roanureli:

Representatives of the United States
Government have oalled upon me relative to
guruhlling my property as a site for the new

ost Office, together with the property on the
corner of Main Street and Albany Post Road which
is owned by Mrs, Sarah Bayles Seddon.

I want you to know that I am perfectly
willing to sell my property at a fair and
reasonable price either given by myself or by
authoriged appraisers.

I feel that the Post Office should bhe
in the center of our Village and that the building
iteelf with the grounds surrounding it will be an
improvement. I have done my very best to make my
buildings attractive for Hyde Park and for the
traveling public, but as you and I know this was a
terrible looking place when I took it over, and I
am now willing to vacate because it is what the
Village needs.

Sincerely yours

-

A.E.Zep?
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Honorable Lawson Purdy,
640 West 158th Street,
Hew York ﬂb. .-1-.

FOR/4)



HENMRY T. HACKETT
ATTORNEY & CoUNSELLOR AT Law
228 UnioN STREET
POUGHKEEPSIE MNew YoRk

Nov. lﬂt-h, 19391:

Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washingten, D. C.

Dear Franklin:

It has just occurred to me that Mr,
Lawson Purdy, whose father, the Rev, James 5. Purdy,
was the Rector of St, James from 1860 to 1876 and
resided in the rectory just north of the Chureh, ocught
to know something about "The Red House" of Dr. John Bard.
At the time of the centénnial of the Church he spoke of
his boyhood daye and of the grain field of John A.
DeGroff just north of the Church.

Mr, Langdon purchased the land in-
cluding "The Red House" east of the Post Road from
John A. DeGroff on April 20th, 1872, four years before
Dr. Purdy left Hyde Park and is said to have torn down
"The Red House",

I think that Mr. Purdy's address is
105 E. 22nd St,, New York City.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Rhovsoy Iies coem?~

Chikd s fod ot Jitict st =
cyo W. 1ISTH St
Nev. 1Y
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HEMRY T. HACKETT
ATTOmNEY & COUMSELLOR AT Law
238 Unios STREET

il o
N

Hov. 22nd, 1939.

Hon. Franklin D. Roocsevelt
The White House

Washington; D. C.
Dear Franklin:

Replying to your letter of Now., 20th, in
raference to the home of Dr. John Bard known as the "Red House",
I interviewed Mrs. James A. DeGroff, the mother of Arthur Dalroff,
and whose husband was the farmer on the Nathaniel P. Rogers place
for a nusber of years, She told me that she remsmbered ths Red
House when John A. Delroff lived in it and that it stood in a
small group of maple trees in the open lot south of the lans leading
into the farm from the Post Road. Some of the maple tress are still
standing in the open lot south of the lane running into the Vanderbilt
farm,

I am enclosing herewith a print of a part of the
map of the Town of Hyde Park enlarged to twice the size as it appears
in the "Atlas of New York and vicinity - N. ¥, 1B&57". On this map
the house of John A. DeGroff appears to be north and sast of the
church yard. The farm buildings appear to be near the Post Hoad,
There was also another house standing on the east side of the Fost
Hoad about half way down the Sexton Hill., When the new concrete
road was bullt a few years ago the last trace of this house, which
conslated of an old stone wmall, was removed. I beliewve that this
house was once occupled by the Gillispie family, who were related to
Dr. John Bard. The Gillispie lot in which I think this house stood
was menticned in the deed from Alsxander E. Hosack to John A. Delroff
dated May lst, 1841,

The lecation of Dr. JohnBard's "Red House™ is
further sstablished by the following reference taken from a book
entitlad "Pierre Fauconnier and His Descendanta®™ by Abraham Ernest
Helffenstein, M. D.;, Fhiladelphia 1911 at page 8i:

"The building in 1772, I suppose, was the residsnce of Dr. John
Bard on the Post Road, built just far enough back to miss the fine
view of the river; but escaping the full force of the winter winds.®

I think Mr. Edward Bramen stated in his article
on Hyde Park that John A. DeQroff lived in the Red House until he
sold it to Mr. Langdon in 1872.






November 20, 1939

Dear Henry:

The enclosed has just come from
Lawson Purdy. From 1t I gather that the old
Bard house was about where Nr. Sheara' house
now stande -~ in other words, north of the
farm lane.

Will you eend this back to me at

your convenience?

; A8 ever,

II'"

Henry T. Hackett, Keq.,
226 Union Street,
Poughkeepsie,

llew York.

Enclosure fdr/tmb

Let to the President 11/16/39 from Lawson Purdy, 640 West 158th St.
New York, New York



g%ﬁw MJ&M

To Aud-
il ””"%,,,”“u Ul‘m







,' imm oy W‘QM%:{
asR Ly
Mmﬁmmjﬁd

barg 0-Ld - T ity e Tince. amad,
Zﬁw o Tlar %%%w
A -f;%m aud-} oy
— i, "‘w

Tre e - 56 M







& S 7

T Bivaradorhif iy

{'.\'lu.\'l
2 e (CORXERS







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN

m

_“w :
. m,_?m m

m, am



Decesber 19, 1920,

.ﬁ. it
¥

:

i}
w_ﬂ X
£y -m :

Ny dsar Nra. Elloti-




gozY

87, JAES'S ONUROM
Hyde Fark, .Y,

October 2dth, 1989

Coudert Brothare

£ Heojor Strest

baw York, lew York -
Att: Mr. Moran \ ;

Gaaotlemang In re; Zliok Losate

at o reoent mestlnp of the Rector, Jurdepe and Veoiryman of

3t Jomsa' Qhurch I broachsd the Bubject which we discussed in
my offigce. 48 I recall 1t woe your desirs to obtaln soms sort of
an lnstruwent is writlog executed by the propsr authorisies of
the various ehurchess whersby they would indicate thair BOCEpLANCA
of "The Fiveg" for the uses sod purposes set forth ip Lr., Ellot's
will.

after dipoussing tha matter from various angles the Vestry toak
the viaw that by executing thie acceptance we would then coma
vastad of a tltle or an intarent im the premigss. Haviog ooca
toguirsd any sueh title the only way for the Church to divast
itealf would ba through anm sotion or proceading in the Suprame
Court. Sueh an asotlon or progeeding would reguire a great dsal
o legul research and complionce with techuieel requiremente of
the law ip ordsr that any subssguent title mipht be good and
markatables.

It woe suppested by LUr. Hoosaval:t that we communioate with you
furth-r aod pive the matter further thought with the vieu of adopt=
iog & resolution et this tinfs renocunclng our ripht to scoept undsr
sha terma o0f the will which remunciation would ba uwpon the ex-
pragssd condition shaf the propoged legatee unoder Subdivision four
of th: codiell would aleo remounce and all the distributess

would Juin in a convayasnga of the proparty to she Jown of Hyds FPark.

duch & comveyance could and "W ould be with o provislon that the
praperty would be ueed for, the uses ond purposes met forth im Ur,
~liot'e i1l end should bte plven m titles in mocurdancs with his

degireg os sxXprasgad.

a0 ora holdlop another mestiog oo Lovember fifth at which time

the uatter wlll be démmsgead ut mors length, I you have any sugges-

tlons %o muke, please try to let me hear from you in the maantima,
Very truly yours,

{epd) 4., 3. HALPIN




thle ond nots with

Plsusurs your

sigpastion that I mark npon this
oopy of tha latter so that the prop-
erty may e uped for the purposss
eat forth 1o Col.Zliot's will.,

Bhorld thae
you take over thic
raaxher that Milks
ba olluwad the use

Villaga through

proparty, plones
and J:!.'..-:ia Laogon
of the gardensr's

caitage durlofp thalr 1lfatina,

alth sigdegt repards to you,
danr rreeldent Roogevelt, I am svar

sinpsrely

Your friend,

Thead icadon

wlEs walter Groamcs

Clo-.

=Lliot

520 EAST 87TY STREET

lovember lat, 1%&%
Uy dear Prasident Roowevelt:

In my last lettar to you oon-
cerniog the poat offlce, I neglacted
%0 say that 1t would afford me preat
Plaagurs if you aovld take soma of
tha efone wall on the hundrad sore
farm (Shun Plike farm) at the sotrunce
of the Uill Rond ip Hyde Yurk, ooos
koown ag the Jkmo Pike Read, ond for-
berly owoed by my father nnd mothsr
and mors remotely by Dr. Sammel BHerd
and Dr. Dovid Hoesok, I do oot al-
lude to the stons walls forming tha
boundaries, btut as I recall 1%t thare
wares two or threse walle in the ipte-
rior of the place and should you cars
for thees sithear for your historias
litrary or poscibly laser on for s
poesitle Jooohus Stontenburgh Foot
0ffice, I would be delipited..

: : g

1 84s that You_ars to
8 maeiivg of she voridie uhurn'%‘aﬁ-ru
in Hyde Fark on lovember fifth and
I an hoping that you con coma to a
oonclusion in the matter of ths Jiree.
I am attachlop Ur. Halpio'c laster to



WORKS AGENCY '

s /—‘ ﬂ/}y 96 T 08t orFIcE BUTLODRG Camv)
N @@

PUBLIC BUILDINGS ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF THE SUPERYISING ARCHITECT
i, e o aaoe
T WaLDb, ) T e

MEMORANDIM FOR THE FEESIIENT:

WASHINGTON
March 18, 1940

SUBJECT: POST OFFICE BUILDING, HYDE PARE

The design for the new Post Offi
further discussion with the President

ce bullding has been preparsd for
i or if he prefers 1%, the skatch

will be sent to the White House for such comments a8 he may wish to

zals,

The question of moving the old FreerHouse to ths back of the
Post Office lot and renting it to Mre, Fresr has been investigated at
great length. Thers appears to be no legal mutherity by whiszh this
can be mccomplished. An excerpt of the Comptroller's decision and
some further eircumstances in connsction with thig natter are given

oo the mttached shest,

Following & recent visit to Hyds Park to look into ths locald

situatlon, Mr. Stanley Brown of this

office sxpresssd the opinion

that & close exssination of the varicus details of the Freer Eousa
led bim to belleve that 1t might date from the pericd betwesn 1840
and 1850; and while some of the interior trim and the front entrance

is interesting, "none of the work is

outstanding as an exssple &f

work dome at the close of the Gresk Esvival period.”

The President,
The White House.

Bupervieing Architect



COFNECTION WITE THE OLD FEEER

B & % * 4t appears that in the absence of specific statutory
suthority therefor, Govermment offlicers and heads of departments
may not legally rent Government-owned property, bulldings, or
parts of buildings, to private parties or private enterprises.”

Later legislation which permits rental "until their removal
becones necessary” is held to furnish no authority to rent the
property to Mrs. Freer. To avold demolishing the house would
require the Government to eliminate the haise &nd the rear porticn
of the Freer lot from the purchass, and permit the old house to
bte moved back, leaving a right-of-way by which the house could
bte approasched in its new location on ground which would be left in
Hrs. Freer's ownership, 1f she would reduce the price of the property.

It is estimated that the moving might readily cost from $2,500
to $3,000 or more, and would reguire the destruction of two large

pine trees which it is very desirable to retaln.



Nareh 18, 1940

e

Bupervising Arohiteot
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48 & & % 4t appears thal in the sheence of specifis statutory
suthority therefor, Government officers and heads of departmenis
aay ot legally rent Government-ownad properiy. buildings, or
parts of buildings, to private parties or privete snterprises.’

Later legislation which permits rental "until their remgval
becomes necessary" is held %o furnish mo sutherity $o remt ihe
property %o Nrs. Freer. To aveld demolishing the house would
require the Government to eliminate ¥he heuse sad the rear portion
of the Freer lot from the purchass, sad permit the old house %o
be moved back, leaviag s right-of-way by which the house could
%e approsshed im 1%s nev leeation om ground which would be left im
hw-_ﬁl’,‘-f.ad avrads plom £Mff3{m3

It 1s osiinated that the moving might realily cest frem $3,800
So §3,000 or mere, mnd would require the destruction of two lavge
plas trees which iV is very desirsble teo retaia.
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
PUBLIC BUILDINGS ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT WASHINGTON

BT ma. s i e A=A
ay 7, 1940,
MELDRANDUM FOR }ISS TULLY: Y
Y dear Miss Tully:

In accordance with our telephone conversation these are
the facts in connection with the proposed new Post (ffice and
Agricultural Building at Hyde Park:

The drawings are completed and the specifications are
being made. It is the intention to place the work on the mar-
ket for bide by the twenty-fifth of Hay.

The ordinary thirty days for the work to remain on the
market has been shortened to twenty days which means that
the bids are to be opened on June 14 and if the low bidder
is found to be qualified and there are no complications, this
should permit the contract to be in forece by the twentieth
of June.

Every possible effort will be made to have the contrac-
tor start operations &t once with the hope of completing the
building by the middle of December.

The President might be interested to lnow that we made
an effort to have the present old Freer House removed from
the site, but information I received from Hyde Park shows
that there are no bidders. It looks very mich as if the
olé House would have to come down.

Supervising Architect.
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520 EAST B7TH STREET Lflé/
b
el :I'}

Dear Fresldent Ecosevelt:

The old house is to live again as
the Hyde Fark Fostoffioe mod I omanot
tall you how happy your vislon has made
ne.

It is & blesshd thought that there
ip one who is preserving and restoring
the ancient landsarks and who is ever
calm and helpful in & frezsied worlds

With kindest regards. Ever your
sinoare friend.

MW@H

Era. Falter Orasms Eliot
To His Excellsnoy
Franklin Delanc Roosevels

May 5lat 1940

opigs MG Tl oy q My Tk
4 E Th 1.1,...;.1’.',...“ 'Eﬁii !
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