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For Immediate Release June 10, 1993 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY DEE DEE MYERS 

The Briefing Room 

-'-"·:~S F.i•1 EDT 

Q ~1ha.t t.J..rne? 

t--iS. 1--iYERS: At 5 : 3 0 p.m. 


Q \'ihat is that bill? 


Q Is that the one that bars HIV positive people from 

corrnng into the United States? 

MS. HYERS: It does. It also allows fetal tissue 
research and other things. So it's a pretty comprehensive bill. 

Q Does it bar them from com~ng in altogether or JUSt 
to come J..n as irnm.J..grant.s, residents? 

It. doesn · de a 1 w, 1...:1 

Could poss1bly get a fact sheet on that ~· 

tvlS P'JYF:E.S: Sure. can put someLh.:ng together. 

C Can you gJ.•,re us a readout on the DomestlC Policy 
Councll meet;.ng? 

0 

MS. HYERS: It Nas a good meeting, frank and productive 

(DEF.;;ULT) 
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conve.:.-sat.lon. 

Q No advocacy. Just facts, ma'am. (Laughter.) 

H.S. MYERS: Just the facts. (Laughter. It lasted a 
little over an hour. They talked a great deal about empowerment 
zones, about Education 2000, about ­

Q That was a Bush program. 

i"JS MYERS: Educa::_:;.on 2000 

: .·\merlca 

Q Excuse me. How could get ­

MS. MYERS: Yes. Please, Susan, get your facts straight 
or Helen will jump on you. {Laughter.) But it was a good meeting. 
It was the first full meeting of the Domestic Policy Council. 

Sus a;;.. N1ce shoes. 

de-: r:q 

~;1U-: t.i1ern. -~·he Caucus members s.1gned a letter ·..;h:ch they sent to the 
?re::n.den<... ot:llln :.r;.g some of the .:;._r concerns, .1nc ludH19 the empowerment 
zones, t.he earned .1.ncome tax credlt, food stamp programs and other 
things. The President shares those concerns and looks forward to 
working with members of the Black Caucus and others to protect those 
programs, which he said he's very committed to. 

Q He spoke with Hfume today? 

MS. MYERS: Last night. 

Q Why won't he give them an ironclad commitment that 
he's not going to allow the cuts to come out of the programs that 
they're talking about? 

:;; ;-.ley.•; gc:mps an:~ call1ng h J rn a sen 1or basher 
t.h.ts mon:.lng :to:- some of the negotlations ·_.;h1ch are golng on over 
tvlcd..<-care. 

MS. HYERS: The Senate is negotiating over Hedicare. 
The President has made very clear that he wants to make sure this 
package is fair, that it does not hit unnecessarily at any particular 
group, pal-ticularly those most vulnerable, including seniors. I 
think he's made it abundantly clear that he's going to look at this, 
he's concerned about progressivity, he's concerned about fairness. 
It was one of the things he raised as the Senate was going through 
it's deliberations yesterday and it's something he's going to 
continue to press. 

Q Dee Dee. what ' s the w·ord a summit with Yelt:sin? 

Yelt.Sli.. 

HS. MYERS: Well, what he's said ­

Q Well, the Secretary of State seemed to have 
announced one_ 

HS. MYERS: No, he didn't. And I'd talked with his 
folks in Athens and he announced that we would have by the end of the 

http:Educa::_:;.on
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year a summit with the heads of state from the NATO countries and 
that at some point he expected we would have a meeting with Yeltsin 
.1n Noscow. But he didn't mean to announce one or imply that the2·e 
had been one scheduled. There JUSt Sllnply· ~as;;.· t been. 

Q i\'hen is the N;:..TQ meet1.ng? 

rqs MY2FS: It IS scmet.:me before the end the year. 
i l:::-TI1 plans, but I t.h:Lnk 

Q There were direct quotes from the NATO meeting no·.., 
that the NATO dates were set to conform ­

to come right after the 
meet1.ng in Moscow. 

1'-lS. MYERS: No, that's just Slmply 

that not 

Slmply :~ot true There has been no 

Q So the reporting is <.o;rong on this? 

MS. MYERS: That's correct. There has been no meeting 
scheduled in Hoscow. Although the Secretary of State said he 
expected that there would be at some point be a summit meeting with 
Yeltsin, ther-e is none scheduled. 

Q Dee Dee, what about 

Q 

what can you tell us about the Supr-eme Court? 

Q Yes, but are you talking about this year? 

MS. MYERS: No, not necessarily. There's no date for a 
meeting with ­

mean, the President will meet with President 
Yelts~n in Tokyo. But there plans, spec.1 f 1c unspec1Eic. for 
a summit w.lt!', "Ieltsl:1 in 1•iosco;..; a;_ t_:--.1s pctnt. 

dor: · t. kno.....-. ~Ye don· t ha·;c the dates 
Yes, at some polnt, he'll be going for· a NATO heads ot 

st.at.e meet.1.ng, yes. The Secretar.i of State ­

Q About that time of year? 

MS. HYERS: Probably toward the end of the year. The 
Secretary of State announced that today. 

Q Can you explain the President's comment yesterday I 
bel1.eve answer to a quest1on at the Roundtable about now he would 
cons1der entitlement caps? I thought the President has argued 
strenuousl:.· aga 1.nst ent 1 t :.ement caps because lt ·would shlft costs 
un:Ea1.rl y. 

Yes but.. 

don' kno·,.; what comment. you're refer-rlng to. 

http:un:Ea1.rl
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Q In answer to ­

during the Q&A yesterday. 

MS. MYERS: I'd have to go back and look at the 
transcript, but I think his position has been consistent on that, 
that he doesn't support entitlement caps, he does think that that 
would end up shifting costs to the private sector for health care. 
He believes that health care cost reductions has to be achieved 
through comprehensive health care reform. There's been no change in 
that. 

Q He did say specifically that he would be open to 
ent1.tlement caps as pa~t of health care reform. He talked about h-'-S 
concet-ns about cost sluf:tHlg and impos1ng ent.l\..lemenT... caps 1:1 :.he 

budge~ process, but. the quote was, '' l would be open to chat 

!-iS. t<l'fERS: Bu:::. a:3 part o£ health care retor:m and not 
part of t.he budget. reconc 1l.1at. .10n proces::;. 

Q R.1ght. Can you e;.:plaln how that. fltS into his 
prev.1ous comments? 

MS. HYERS: The point that he's tried to make throughout 
is that if you cap entitlement costs now, without doing anything 
about health care reform, with the cost of health care rising, with 
absolutely no controls on it, as is the current system, all you'll do 
is you shift the cost to the private sector. People who are 
currently insured and employers who pay insurance for their employees 
will go up. I think we're looking at a number of options, and I 

obviously can't speak to the specifics on health care reform. But if 
you have a health care reform program that controls costs, you can 
have a much more effective handle on controlling the costs ­

r do:--:'"..:. :-~h~nk :,c :nea:1:. ::::> ;mpl·:: <J.:1y ;:.>.::.~::'-" .. "'- 0:'0~~,..1-

ot.:Je.::- thar: to say ::.hat. :.he ;::;r:_ly wa;: to c::::ntrol t.he 9rowt.h .:..n the cost. 
of.. cnLlt.}ement:s ~s to cont.:col the growth L:-, health cost.s. ;.....,d t.he 
onl·· "-'ay t.o do that :1.5 th>-ough comprehens~ve reform. 

Q Dee Dee, is there anything in this program at all 
that is 

negotiable in the budget reconciliation? Is there 

anything specifically that he has said you can't touch this at all, 

don't modify it? 


HS. HYERS: The President is committed to his principles 
on this. 

Q Vihat might those be? {Laughter.} 

MS. MYERS: I didn't bring my flash cards today. 

Q I'm ask1.ng about. spcclflcs. Is there anyth1ng 
specu'' 1.cally 

p;-":;-';Clpj::··-' 

1'<15. MYERS: I th1-nk there· s a lot of things that are 
non­

negotiable. 

Q Such as what? 

MS. HYERS: Such as progressivi ty is non­

negotiable. 

He's go.1ng to make sure that this program is progressive, that's it's 

fair. 


Those pr1nc1ples. 

po1>1l, -,.::wt. we ;.;ant t.-2 do l3 make su::re that t.he process goes fo::-ward. 
The ?resldez t' s commJ..tt:ed to seeJ..ng it: go for...,ard ln t.he Senate, 
through t:he Senate Finance Commlttee, to the full Senate, back to 
conference. I thlnk what he's most concerned about is that he gets a 
budget that meets those broad principles. I don't think we're going 
to ­

and there are many things in there that he's very committed to. 
He's ver,t committed to a:1 earned income ta..x credit; he thinks that's 
been a successful program. Any compromise that comes out of a 
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conference will contain some form of earned income tax credit. 

But 1t ca~ be less than 

NS. t<lYEF:S: i>Je' ll sec what gets worked :)Ut. 

that there's clcar·ly goJ.n.g r_c be some cha:;ges and ad;J.s\"m,;~:t...s 

number of p::.-ograms. But. :-.he P:-es;der:t .1s comm:Lt.t->d 
::;._r..vestment.s; he's commltted to $SOC b1ll10n H'l dcflClL 1·edc.:ci_lon; 
he's z-ommltted to ta.1rness; and he's comm.1t.ted t.c a broad-

based 
energy tax. And all those things ...-ill be contained. 

Q Dee Dee, if the Senate bill does not meet those 
principles, is he prepared to accept a Senate bill that doesn't meet 
it in order to fight for them in conference, or will he impose ­

!'<lS. MYERS: I think we want to see the process go 
forward. _,;.."'ld the Senate bill ­

1t:.' s someth.1ng t.hat: t.he Senate's 
go:..ng to have to ;.,·or.k out h'e' ll cont.1nue to make '/ery cl•c!<u:· ;-rhat 
the F:::e.sident. want.s to see_ 3ut the thing ·,.;e' rc most concerned about 
lS the flnal product.. 

Q Is t.hat a yes then, Dee Dee? 

HS. MYERS: ~-ie don't have a vote in the Senate, and we 
can't control the final product in the Senate. 

Q So he doesn't care about the Senate then? 

f.iS. HYERS: 1.-Jell, no. He would like to see the Senate's 
final package meet the principles that he's outlined. But again, 
he' s not a member of the Senate, he can't vote, he can' t make 
specific changes in that package. He does want to see the process go 
forward, and what he • s most concerned about and what he's going to 
fight for is to make sure that what comes out of the conference 
comm~ttee meets those principles. 

confer·ence, not so much 1n t:he Sena;..e? 

Moynlhan, 1'-iltchell and other·s 1n the Senate FJ:1ance Commn.t.ee and 
eventually ln the full Senate to make sun~:- that they know what the 
Pres:tdent: s goals are her-e. But:, aga~n, ·.-:e don·t: have a vote. 

Q 

tax meet those principles, now that you've had a 
day to study it? 

MS. MYERS: We'll see what proposal the Senate Finance 
Committee comes back with. 

Q As he outlined does it now? 

MS. MYERS: YJe' re not going to make a judgment on any 
part:1cula::: proposal. 

Q You seem t.o have a dlfterent phrase that cl:e 

when he ;..,·as talking about t:he princ:tples 
dur:tng the photo op. He sa~d an energy tax as broad-

based as 
possible, rather than a broad-

based energy tax. 

MS. NYERS: No, I think ­

Q hnd a tr-ansportat1on tax for 1nstar.c-0 lS less 
Croad­

based energy tax and 

http:Commn.t.ee
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Q He as not trying to signal that a gasoline tax 
would be acceptable? 

MS. MYERS: No. 

Q Or a fuel tax? 

HS. MYERS: Again, we'll see what proposal the Senate 
Finance Committee actually comes up with. They still have a lot of 
work to do there. I th~nk they're rneet1t-:9 .:-ight But he wan::.s 
to see a b;oad 

r•JS. MYE:RS: ~ don· t bel1.eve so. Not now. don't 
believe t-here's anybody up there. 

Q On General Campbell, you said by the middle of 
June. It's the lOth of June today. Will we have a reaction by next 
week? 

MS. NYERS: Again, that's what the Air Force said. The 
Air Force is reviewing this, and they have said that they'll have a 
report by mid-

June. 

Q Is the President going to meet with the Black 
Caucus soon. ho;.; was 1t left last rn.ght.? 

per~od1.cally. ~·ic offered to meet. ·...-~t.h ~hem t.!"'.lS ;.:eeK; ::he·;~ saJd k/ 

d1dn't th::nk t.hdt would be necessary. (Laughter.' T:---,o;t. l"'.appc::s ~.a 

be t..rue Just the fact. s. as Helen. has asked 

Q On that nuclear question I asked the other day, 
have you dec~ded 

have nuclear relations a deterrent to full 
relations with another country? And is the ~'ihite House prepared to 
talk to the New Zealand Prime Hinister about his proposals? 

HS. HYERS: I don't have an answer for you. In terms of 
nuclear relations, they're always an issue in our relationships with 
other countries. We're committed to nonproliferation and so nuclear 
lSSues are always a concern. 

Q 'i.'ll} you contdct !urn ::..n response c..r~ 

1'-iS. MYEES; I'll have to take that. question. 


Q What is Greenspan doing here? 


MS. MYERS: He met with the President last night at the 

Residence 

Q Who? 


MS. HYERS: Chairman Greenspan_ 


Q Babbitt? fLaught.er.) 


1-15. WiERS: Judge Bork. ( Laught.e1.·. 1 The/ had a good 

meet1.ng. It lasted about an hour \Laughter. l 

fLaugl-.r.e:-. 

HS. HYEES: \1-~on·t.. n.:J.e .lt. won't rtde .l.t. out. 
\ Laughtei ) 

0 I>Ihat' s lt about? 

HS. MYERS: They talked, among other things, about the 
reconciliation plan. A..•d I believe Chairman Greenspan thought that 
the defic:1t reduction would help keep interest rates down. 

Q Are you ready to make the Mondale nomination? 

MS. MYERS: t~e hopefully 

http:meet1.ng
http:Laught.e1
http:fLaught.er
http:t.!"'.lS


ARMS Email System 

there still dlplomat.lC 
. . .

procedures t.hat. have to .ce compJ.et.ea. ':<c hope 

that maybe t.omor:-o·_,;. Lt ..._.or;· t. :;app"'-'n ::.oday. 


Q And the Court 

tomorrow? 

MS. MYERS: It is unclear. F.s soon as I know I'll let 
you guys know. The President has not made a decision. 

Q What's that? 

HS. HYERS: This is the Supreme Court, timing on Supreme 
Court... It could come as early as tomorrow. It could come later. 

Q That's preu.. y well 

HS HYERS: Not to my knowledge. 

Q Does he have any meetings today? 

MS. HYERS: Not to my knowledge. 

Q Did he read the Goldwater article in The 'VIashington 
Post today? 

MS. MYERS: I don't know lf he read it. have not 
talked to him about that. 

Q Do you have a timetable for submitting your NAFTP.. 
package to Congress? 

of the year. 

Q \.'.'hat.'? 

Q NAFT.Z\. 

MS. MYERS: Do we have a timetable for submitting our 
NAFTA package to Congress? And my response was simply we had hoped 
to have it wrapped up by the end of the year. I don't know if 
there's a specific time line 

not that I know of, but can take 

that and get back to you. 


Q Dee Dee, when you said that it might be tomorrow, 

does t.hat the President has made up his mind on who the nomlnee 
will be"? 

Q So lf he hasn't made up h:s m1nd. [',::_,.,.; 
quick as '::O""lo-:::-row 

)-IS. NYERS: It doe::;n' t. take long to at·range a p;:-css 
co:>fe::::-ence, once you make a declslon. 

Q It doesn't take long to make up your mind. 
{Laughter. 

HS. HYERS: He's going to pick the best person possible. 

Q Back on the Greenspan meeting. It • s been widely 
expected that the Fed was waiting to see the latest round of 
lnflation figures before considering an increase in the discount 
rate. Did the President get any commitments from Greenspan? 

I<1S. HYERS: No. The Fed is an independent agency and we 
don't presume to control their decisions. However, I think most of 
the people here, t.he economic adv1sors believe t.hat there is no real 
1nflat1onary pressure :u1 the economy. Although there's been some up-

t~ck, we rema.1n optlm~StlC about 1.nflat10n 

'.._; On the Greenspan meet.:;.ng 

http:meet.:;.ng
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Q Has the Pres.1dent expressed those views to 
Greenspan? 

MS. MYERS: I think they had a wide range of 
conversations. wasn't there, I don't know the exact nature. But 
they did talk about deficit reduction and a variety of other things, 
and I think, again, Chainnan Greenspan said he thought deficit 
reduction would help keep interest rates low. 

Q On the Greenspan meeting, though, in addition to 
reconciliation, did they discuss the possible ­

Dee ~)ee. 

lf they 	:..;,:;,nt to ha·,;e a debat.e, he's V.'llling to put up the tlme. 

HS. HYERS: I would refer you to the USTR on that. 

Q Do you have an answer to my question from yesterday 
about all-

male clubs? 

NS. MYERS: I have a sort of slightly related 
announcement, actually. In keeping with White House tradition, Mr. 
Gergen is going to 1·esign from a variety of ­

wa l. t. a 	 second 

Q 	 ~'.'hat other clubs 

MS. MYERS: Here it is ­

with 

\laught-er} 

publlc pcllC{ and :o;oc1.al o::garnzar.1ons, comm::..sslons and study group 
J..nc.lud::;.ng: the ;._,-nerican Commltt:ee for .li.id to Poland. the Amerlcan 
A::.;sernbly. t.he J:..spen Institute ­

Q 	 Can you slow dow-n please? 

Q 	 Can we have a list? 

HS. MYERS: Certainly. Yes, can give you a list. 

Q 	 You're not out of the A· s yet_ (Laughter. 

i"!S l·1YEES · I kno,_.;. 1 kno-,.;. Thls 
fLaughter -~ He's a busy gu:"·· Duke Un-::·~·cr-s::..y 

Polley. I:-::.t..c-rr:at.lOnal l<icd::.a i-\..::<d. :-Ja.t.lonal Ccxmr,J:.. r.ct:­

Ch1na 
Pela<.JO:lS. c..!le Nat.:orv-1: !::ndu,..,rr.t~:-1~. :~):' Dt~:nc-<·::·a.:::·:·· :.;":{' .Scl·.;·:::­
:::ouncll, t.hc· U:-:.1·~·e:-s_rt'_.-" ot i•iet-.---;·~and i~-0,-1rd c! ·-.:csLt..··-~:-~;. :c-r: Sf::'­

.::..-r:::s Foundat.1on. the h'aShlngton Campus, the Eohemli:lr", Grove Cour:.c-1 :._ 
\LaL:g;;ter. J Councll on Fore1gn Relat.1ons. the Trllateral comm:::.ss1on. 

(Laughter. ·, The Jl.spen Inst 1 tute, the Comm1ssion on Strengthening of 
Amer.l.ca. the Nunn-

Domenici Commission, and the Jolmson Foundation 
Committee on Higher Education. 

Q A.""1d he won't eat at Denny's either. (Laughter. 

Q What is this administration's policy? Was he 

http:Amer.l.ca
http:o;oc1.al
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suddenly apprised of it, or was he apprised of it because of Ruth's 
question? 

HS. MYERS: The President ­

l·lr. Gergen never discussed 
t.hlS '.-.'lth the P:rcs1dent... ~·ie !";ave no forrnal policy, but I t.hink that 
·,..·e take act 10r.s cons1stcnt. ·w1 th tl-!e Pres.J. dent's comm1 t-ment to an 

C Dee Dee, he sa1d he wasn't go1ng to res1gn from the 

MS. HYERS: I think, though, that in the broader 
context, I think a lot of people, when they come in, just as sort of 

it's not a policy, but it is a tradition that they resign from a 
lot of boards and commissions and other organizations in order to 
avoid even the appearance of impropriety in the future. Ar."1d I think 
Hr. Gergen is acting with that tradition. 

Q But having worked here in three previous 
administrations, did he not know that? 

Q Nhy is the Bohemian Grove on that list? 

MS. MYERS: Because he resigned f-::"Om a variety of social 
and professional crgan.1za:: 1.0ns A} l of t.he;;1 

f~om :.he Bohemian Grove? 

HS. MYERS: Because he resigned from all of his social 
and professional organizations, and in order to be consistent ­

Q They don't make policy. 

Q He doesn't belong to any other ­

he belongs :.u 

nf,-. · 

these are mostly 
nonprofit organ.lzatJ.ons. But he resigned from all of them. 

Q Dee Dee, on the contrary 

really want to follow 
up on this. There is no White House tradition that I'm aware of for 
people to resign from country clubs, private organizations, all sorts 
of clubs. AI1d for you to try· to link this to resignations from 
things like the U.S. China thing or the Aspen Institute is really not 

honest way of answering t.he question. 

l•lS. l<'JYERS: It lS an !1onest '..:ay oi answer1ng the 

dCClSl.J 

Can ·you ;;.amc anet~::cr- ~-Ihlt.C Eou!;c o;:-;c:a] ·_,·;-.c. :v1::.~ 

:tes1g::ed fr·om a cJub as opposed to a profcss1onal orgar.lzat_lo::.:' 

MS. 1-lYERS: T don't have a llst .1n front of me, but I 

thir<.k there are some, yes. 

Q Can you come up with some examples of people who 
have resigned from clubs ­

MS. MYERS: I will certainly check. 

Q Do any White House officials belong to the Little 
Rock Country Club? 
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._, Do you kno·,.,- -.. f he has any e:·:pcctO.tlon of reJolnlng 
any cf the:::;e groups after he lea.,:es? 

MS. i>lYERS: have no idea, and that's a question 
don't feel I have any 

~s approprlate for me to ask. 

Q When you're talking White House tradition you're 
talking about Clinton t'lhite House tradition? 

MS. HYERS: I think Dave Gergen is a pretty good judge 
of t1hite House ­

much better Judge ot kJh:u~e !-!::;use t-:-adl::.:;..on than l 

am, a:-:d I t.!"lJnk U11s lS what. t'.c' feels IS cons1SLen;_ ·..;1t.h prevL)US 

t<i.S. MYE::.:.s: l t!:.:tnk t-hat he cons.1dered his memberships 
lD a br.·oader context and dec.1ded that lt ·,.;as 1n the best 1-nterest of 

ln his interest and in the White House's interest for him to do 
that_ It was not a decision made specifically in reference to any 
particular organization. 

Q Do you have an answer to my question from 
yesterday, which was what the President's view is of members of this 
administration being members of all male clubs? 

!•iS. !viYEES· _.;nd -..;hat I sa1d was t.Zlat. :.i~e:·e no 

admlnistrat :LOn pol: c~-- on ::. 
adm.unst.ratlon to act co.ns1st.cr:t ·.-;:t.h l11s v:e'"-' that. ~h1s :.s go1ng to 
be a br-oa:i ael.d :r~c:c;~;;J ,·c -:;dm~ ::?.-t:--~1:.:o:- ~\.;;d bc;');;j :·;;at. T :-1CJ.'~·e 

~f the dCCJS~O;l ·...:as made based on 1'--ir. Gergen's 
underst.and:.ng oi Wh.tr.e House pol1.cy gou1g back severaJ 
adnnn.1strat1ons. why was .1t not. made until Ruth brought out the 
membersh1.p? 

HS. HYERS: Well, I think that given that he had only 
started on Monday that sometimes it takes a few ­

this was a 
decision that was done quickly and I think that this is consistent. 

Q Are you suggesting that he intended to resign? 

MS. MYERS: think r:hat he ah·;ays .1ntended to revlew 
hJ..s member::;hlp and to make dec:s:con about t.h~Jt, yes 

Q relat.lc)nsh:p 

'l::d 

MS. MYERS: That's correct. 

Q So it has nothing to do with that issue? 

MS. MYERS: I don't know the nature of all these 

can't answer that:. 

NS. MYERS: That ' s correct . 

Q 

this all male ~ 

http:underst.and:.ng
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MS. MYERS: That's correct. 


Q So th!;' Presldent:'s policy is that people 


!>-1S. 1>lYE!tS: The PresJdent doesn't h,1ve a pcl1cy. 
stat.ed pol1cy. 

Q ~.1ell, you talked about the inclusive nature of the 
administration. Yet the fact of the Bohemian Groves all-

male 

membership was irrelevant in Mr. Gergen's mind. 


MS. MYERS: Two separate questions. The President 
e.:-...-pects members of this administration to act consistent with his 
views. I think that that has been done. I think when Nr. Gergen 
came here he reviewed his membership in a variety of non­

profit 
organizations and social clubs, professional organization and made a 
determination about how best. to deal Wlth that collect1vely and 
declded to resl.gn across-

the-

boa. rd ~<nd :-tc · done 

Q H<•S che ?r-e:.:;ldent. reslgned from groups of which he 
·..,·as a membeJ.·? 

NS. MYERS: I don't believe the President is a member of 
many groups. He resigned as Governor of Arkansas. 

Q How is the Bohemian Grove inconsistent with his 
vlews, Dee Dee? 

Q Dee Dee, I appreciate you might not know, but I 

think the question is fair if you're going to cite a tradition that 
his Counselor is following, if he has belonged to anything and if 
he's res.1.gned. I would ­

MS. MYE?.S: ...-ould be ~appy· :::o 

I don't know of any that he's resigned from, but I don't know of many 
-- he may be still a member of the DLC. He's not a member of many 
organizations. 

Q Doesn't he hold some kind of membership in a 
country club where he played the one afternoon ­

NS. f"lYE.P.S: He su-::-c docsn' t. He wa::; never a 

.1n west Little Rock? He was an honorary 
membership perhaps, but it was something on paper. 

!•15. MYERS: As Governor of Arkansas, I think he had an 
honorary membership out at Chenault. But that belongs to him as 
Governor of Arkansas, and I believe that Governor Tucker now is an 
honorary member of Chenault Country Club. 

Q That· s his only membership, he has no other ­

HS 1'-lYERS: -,;ll1 dot:b!t:: 
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Q So you're SdJnng e·,reryo:le in the \-lhlte House l.S 
go1.ng to res.1-gn all memberships 1.n all clubs? Or has already? 

MS. r•iYERS: Well, I think it's 

certainly boards and 
commissions, organizatlons, different things that a lot of people 
have resigned, including starting perhaps with the First Lady, who 
resigned, as you know, from a number of boards and commissions during 
the campaign. I think that's something that people have done over 
the years and something that Mr. Gergen has chosen to do. 

Q Nhat about clubs? 

Q Soc2al clc.:b:3 

Judge. .c..nd Gergen made a dects1on ::.:~at he would r.;>stg:-: i 

membersh1.ps, lncluding soc1al, pr-ofc::3s~o;;.a.l on:,!~HlJza:.:o:-:s. 

Q I don't understand t!le link st..lll !)et.<.-:een the 
soc.1al organ.lzat.Lon, wh1ch t.he Bohem:tan Grove is, and these vaTious 
profess.Lonal organizat.1ons and boards. 

MS. HYERS: He made a decis~on to resign from all the 
organizations of which he's a member. 

Q Period. 

!-1S. MYERS: Period. 

Q The tradition that you cited that he do that does 
not apply as a rule informally or otherwise to all Nhite House staff? 

MS. MYERS: I thin.~ there's a tradition of resign1ng 
from organizations. I think a lot of people have done .1t, cons1.stent 
·with the adv.1ce of counsel. on a number of these d1 fferent th1nqs. 
It's somethlng that l thtnk lS ver; common. 

Well. then, that case, let me ask you to f .1nd 
out plea~e ·..;hethe:::· Mr. Ge1·gen 1s a membe:r of any ~·iash1.:1gton c-lub such 
as t-he i>'ieu·opol:_~.a:'l Club or the Cosmos Club ..::...nd 1£- he ts, 1s he 
cor:.t.e-mplcH.u::g r-cslqn.at~l::m f:rom t.hose as "'·ell? 

r<JS. MYERS: I do:1' t. t.h.1.nk so, because I believe this is 
a comprehens.1ve list of all the soc~al and professional organizations 
of wh.1.ch he's a member. That was h.1s intention. 

Q When did Mack res~gn ­

Q But you will take that question, please? 

HS. MYERS: At the same time that. ­

y·es, I'll t.ake 1.t.. 

At the same t.lme :·iebb Hubbell res 1gncd. 

C) 

v ~'..nd does 1>'1a6; have o<..her mernbers!'"nps? 

1-1S ~-1YSRS: I don' t kno;..', 

Q Is the Bohemian Grove the only social club on the 
list? 

MS. MYERS: Yes, believe so. I don't know what all 
these are. 

Q Is the Bohemian Grove consistent with President 
Clinton's views of inclusive organizations? 

MS. MYERS: don't kno-:...< enough about the Bohemian Grove 
and have not spoken to the President_ 

Q i>.ie ll, l t' s all ;;,ale. 

Q You sa~d consistent Wlth the views ­

http:t.h.1.nk
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MS. MYERS: Well, maybe. If he was he would have 
resigned. I'm not going to make a judgment on a case-

by-

case basis 

from this podium. But I don't know enough about the Bohemian Grove 

to talk about. I haven't talked to the ?res.1dent about lt P.lr. 


Gergen has not talked tc the Pre::;1dent about lt. 


Q i'·. moment ago y·ou used t..he phrase. ··on ad,:.l~:e cf 

counsel. \!Jas t..he ~'ihlte Hou::e Cou:1sel .:nvolved 1:1 M:r. Ger~en' s 

t•lS. HYERS: I th1.nk he talked br.1efly to the Counsel 
about all of these boards and commissions and other organizations. 

Q 

Mr. Nussbaum's advice to Mr. Gergen to quit? 

HS. MYERS: As most ­

he did ­

·""·:.._th you "'hat advH>2 Bern::_e iT<l ght ::axe q r·~·c;J \..:J ;)a.\- <.0 
t.hat · s p:-i v 1leged But I ,..;, : l sa::. a::;; ·/::;u kno;..., 

Q But the question ·,.;as, on Monday Gergen said he 
wasn't going to quit. Today you say he's talked to the Counsel and 
on advice of Counsel he's quit. 

MS. MYERS: He said he wasn't going to quit. I think he 
reviewed all of his memberships and made a decision to resJ.gn 
broadly. I know this is a very interesting issue to all of you guys, 
but I ­

Q i·iell, why do you suppo3e lt. 's .t:1t.ercst1ng t.o u:;;;": 

Q But, Dee Dec, you· re suggestlng t!1a~ Ge:-gen had 

ah;ays ln. tended to res.1.gn all along doesn't. seem to J lve w.:._th i"ir 

Gergen' 

NS. MYERS: I'm not sure that's exactly what I said. 
said he intended to revielh' his memberships. Upon doing that, he made 
a decision to resign. And I think that's all we have to say about 
lt. 

Q 

what is ­

between the day :le appeared at the 
pod::.um and s-end he bad no Jntentlo:> or :-csJqnJ.r:g 

1>15. NYERS: I tlunk he made a JUdgment that in the 
bz.·oader context 1t was adv1sable for him to withdraw, would res.:tgn 
from all t:he boards and comm.:tss.:tons of which he's a member. 

Q What is the point? Nowhere in the world does such 
kind of a policy exists. It: doesn't make any sense to force people 
out of soc.:tal clubs because they are ~ 

MS. MYERS: I think, again, it's a decision ­

http:pod::.um
http:res.1.gn


ARMS Email System 

MS. NYERS· Yes. (Laughter. i The only pt-oblem Wlth us 
not forc~ng people out of SOClal clubs lS that we m:1ght be forcing 

them out of SOC:lal clubs. It's unbelievable. 

Q Dee Dee on another subject, the Oversight 
Commission on the Space Station apparently seems to be having a 
report.. Do you know when that's going to be released, and it is up 
to the White House to decide in what form that would be? 

MS. MYERS: No. I think that we expect to get it either 
today or perhaps tomorrow. I think that the head of the commission 
is going to meet with the Vice President. I think we' 11 release the 
report and we'll get back to you as soon as we have details. I think 
we'll release it in whatever form they've prepared it. But I'll have 
to get back to you on that.. VJe·~e st:.1.ll <.•;a1t1ng for lt. 

Q Gunships. 

HS. MYERS: Yes. They're fixed­

·...ang aircraft. In terms 
of Hacedonia, the President has agreed that we would send 300 
peacekeepers there to join 700 or so mostly Nordic troops that are 
currently on the ground. It is consistent with our policy and part 
of the joint action program we enacted "''ith the allies to try to 
contain the conflict and to make very clear that further aggression 
.1.nto Macedonia will not be tolerated. 

Q Dee Dee, when the President spoke with Congressman 
Nfume -

Sornd i 

Q Walt.. You made it very- clear 

but 
parti

they don't 
cipate in any combat. So what is the role? 

it's 
HS. MYERS: They're in a peacekeeping role. think 

0 As part. of t.he U.N. forces 

C '.-.'hat's t:;e t :..m:nq? 

:-1s f>PlE?S: Co:-rect. The next week or vwo, and DOD 1s 
work1ng out the ne·w det:a.1.ls on :;..t 

Q If corrtbat were to erupt in Macedonia for any 
reason, '"ould these ::.roops be w:;.thdra..m, or would they stand and 
fight? 

HS. MYERS: The details of their mission is still being 
worked out, but they will be there as part of the peacekeeping troop 
currently on t.he ground. 

Q But they are there is a trip wire in case combat 
does break out there, which means that they 

i·lS NYE?.S: They're t.o d:sc()urage any agq.-esston 

act.:;..on along t:he border lD ::.t-.c fo:-me:- Yugoslav Re~·ubl r.:::: c: Maccoc:-1;;: 

1'-15. 1'-lYEP.S: The broader role of. the.1.r misslon is still 
be:.ng worked out, but t:hey are t:here to d:..scourage any kind of action 
and to re::.nforce our comm:ttment: to keep that conflict from spilling 
over. 

Q Don't they have the right of self­

http:det:a.1.ls
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defense? 

MS _ MYERS: Again, rules of engagement are being worked 
out, and I would refer you to the DOD on it. 

Q Can you describe for us now, if at all possible, 
what, if any, policy the U.S. has in the former Yugoslavia? 

That..'s been our goal all along, and I think we'-:-e movH1g fon·:ard on 

Secretary Christopher had a press conference a while ago in 
Athens where he announced a broader agreement on three points: That 
air support for the UNPROFOR forces in Bosnia protecting the safe 
havens would include a NATO element. We would probably have French 
and British support. We will definitely have French and British 
support for that operation, that the U.S. airlift capabilities will 
be used to deploy additional UNPROFOR troops into the theater, and 
that we would deploy 300 additional peacekeepers into the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Hacedonia. 

Q >-Jould the Prc.s.1dent expect: t.he depl01'me:·tt o~ c:roops 
Macedon::_.:~ to :;_ncrease our .:_nflue:tce among Eur-opea.ns and 

overall 

NS. MYERS: think it's a further demonstration of our 
commltment to keeping that from ­

Q As such? 

MS. NYERS: 

well, I think we've led th1.s process 

Q Can we go to Somalia first? 

Q Can you come back? 

HS. MYERS: Somalia. Yes. On Somalia, there are four 
c­

130 attack, or whatever they are, aircraft that have been deployed 
to Somalia. Their exact nature and what they're there for is to 
enhance the ability of the quick response force that's currently 
there. and exactly how they'll be used :is up to the forces on the 
grou:---,d. 

Q They· 

J:3CsC 

l3Gs 

Q Is there supposed to be some action pending? 

MS. MYERS: Obviously that's an option. We supported 
the U.N. resolution that passed on Sunday. We're still working to 
determine parties responsible for the attacks over the weekend and 
we' 11 react appropriately. 

Q But this is in response to the U.N. 

r>lS. !•lYERS: : ::.n.._ _ 1:.. enhances the ca.p~tbJ; 

w.:ll be det.er--rn1:1ed ::m t.he ground. 

http:Eur-opea.ns
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Q Can ·..,-ot• tc ~ l us. de 
are st:ll S:Jmal :a 

pe::-so:1ne..~.-

MS. MYERS: There ~s about 1,100 or so members of the 
quick response force and there are 3, 000 additional U.S. personnel 
there as part of the UNISOM II mission. So it's roughly 4,000, 
4,200, something like that. 

Q What has been their role recently? 

HS. MYERS: Assuring the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance, the ongoing delivery of humanitarian assistance, and 
protecting troops in that effort. 

Q How are they armed? 

MS. MYERS: 1 don':._ know 'd r.a·_..-e t:.o refer you to DOD 

~iS. HYERS: h'e arc stlll '""a-'-t.l:-JS to.: the f_;_nal report 
that. ~Ye have not 

that has not been completed. 

Q Does he believe that state-

sponsored terrorism in a 
case such as this needs to be dealt with, needs to be retaliated? 

HS. MYERS: I mean, I think our position on state­

spor:sot-ed terror:sm genor.:;.lly ~;.::: (:1t->:tr" V<e don't tolera:..e 1t. But 
spec1f:cnll·/ ·,-n:_h :--e£:o:-cnce t~· ::~:1s case, ·,,•e"li Wdlt. f:::;r· ~he n:sui:.._s 

HS. HYERS: Soon. 


Q Soon meaning 


does he have a meeting scheduled? 

HS. MYERS: I don't have a 

,: Can iollo;..' on the 

are you also waiting for the 
end of the trial in Kuwait? 

MS . H"lERS : No . 

Q You're 

whatever conclusions the FBI draws and 
the Cir. dra>vs lS what. you w.1ll act upon? 

.._.:a1 Llng :_::: 

Q '(OU' not. d1sput.1ng t.he publ1shed rep:::;,::-ts of -....-:--,.,_:.._ 
the cor-,clusJons are? 

t<!S MYERS: ~·m not. conf.:t"1"f:lng or dlsput.tng t.haL. I'm 
s.1mply sa;nng ·.....-e' ::-e go.tng to -..:alt for the complete report of the FBI 
lnvest..lgatJ.on. 

Q Dee Dee, is the United States trying to get Germany 
and Japan .1nto the United States Security Council ­

http:lnvest..lgatJ.on
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the United 
Nations? 

NS. MYERS: We supported that position, yes. 

Q Is 1.t proceedlng an:-..:here? Vie hear that 

:- n~' pos ':.. 1on t..hat we support. thdt.. 
de supporL 

0 On campaign f1.nance reform, there's apparently a 
threat of fl.libuster in the Senate, there are some cloture votes 
scheduled. ~-!hat has the administration been doing to support the 
legislatlon that it is now in the proposal ­

that has been announced 
with some fanfare a couple of weeks ago, and do you think campaign 
finance reform is dead in the Senate? 

HS. HYERS: ~<Jell, we obviously we hope that, I think the 
cloture vote is scheduled for tomorrow and we hope the that Senate 
Republl.cans won't. filibuster it. They say the:·/' re comm.1tted to 
changlng the wa;' we do ~USl:":C:ss lfl ~hl~~ countx;.r 

we certa:.nly are; that's why we put forward this plan. i'Je hope 
that they don 1 t veto ­

we 1 Ve been •...rorking with members of Congress 
to tr.t to get this thing through, to try to build support for it. 
We' 11 see what happens. 

Q Have you called any Senators personally? 

NS. MYERS: I don't know if he 1 s spoken to them 
specifically about this. 

Q Dee Dee, the President yesterday spoke about a 
modified line-

item veto and thought that was a good thing during the 
campaign. As a candidate he talked about a line-

item veto. i'ihich is 
the President think ·would do more to help control spending? 

MS. MYERS: Well. I think that he supports ­

would 

1tem veto, .\ ·m not su:re :::hat. Lhat. · poss1bic " 

t~:.at h<" c: ·:k:-- ~.hd::. d m'::-d1.~:ed 

l1.ne thHlgs out and force Congress t.o vote on spec:J.f:J.c p:1.eces. 

Q Is lt fair to say that he thinks a ­

as he talked 
about during the campaign, would be more effective than controlling 
spending? 

MS. MYERS: Sure. But ­

< c: posslble get. so l;c' s 
go_rng 

http:k:--~.hd
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poss1ble H1 this en\•lronment., so he t:}nnks r.hat., q::._ven tha th12re ;s 
a pos.s~tn L t";;o' he could get au. enhanced recis1o:: to r.he t.~ l ~~n·o:Jgh, 

he'd st.:ppol-t that. 

Q Dee Dee, can I get '/OU t:o clar 1 fy something that 
you sa1.d earlier about Chairman Greenspan? He said that deficit 
reduction help keep 1nterest rates low, but you talk about that in 
the context of a dlscuSSlOn of the reconciliation bill. Are you 
talb.ng about deficit reduction in the framework of President 
ClJ.nton' s reconciliation bill? 

HS. MYERS: Yes. 

Q You are? 

NS. MYERS: Yes. 

Q As opposed to deficit reduction ­

ld help kcc:;: 

?"!:'£~s1de::.t's pletn conta::-:~~ a ~~J::;;::p>~:v·~c oet-:c· n::duct.:on progr-1m a:1d 
::hat., ;f passed, tt :../ould help kcey Jnterest rates low. 

0 Dee Dee, a follow on Hark. The President said if 
he had any kind of line-

item veto authority he'd be able to cut a 
whole lot more money. Can you give us some examples of programs that 
he would single out in that way, or can you get us a list? 

MS. MYERS: We'll see v,rhat Congress passes. I mean, 
can't 

at this point I'm not going to without seeing what finally 
comes out of the Cong::.-ess~onal process. 

Dee Dee. Lhe Sup~emc Court., ::s there stLlL more 

V Dee Dee car. l go back t.o t..he 1-<ionddle d.ppolntment? 
\Laughter. J 

you said that's going through diplomatic 
channels. What exactly is happening here? 

HS. MYERS: VIe're waiting to hear back from Tokyo for an 
official acceptance of our Ambassador. 

Q 

ambassador·:' 

Q >~111 "lt.. happen, though, before the Tokyo summ.1.t 

if I can follow up -­

will his appointment be ­

will the Senate 
approve it before the Tokyo summit? 

HS. MYERS: think that's u:1l1.k.ely. 

Q 

l:<at.p be:.::·:-e ::.r-,e :'ok:.:o summ:>.. , ·,~·:ucr; ,_. _.eerr: 
suggest. lS o:: t. racK. ~-our agrement comes through, w1ll !<lr. Monda le 
make the t r 1.p? 

MS. MYERS: The Ambassador­
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designate probably would not 
make the trip. 

Q Is it a protocol question? 

MS. MYERS: I think that's just a confirmation process 
question and don't believe that that person would make the trip. 

Q Does that mean he wouldn't have any consultative 
role the G­

MS. MYERS: ~.,ouldn't r·ulc that out, but.. "Lt. ,,;ou-'-G oe 
the cont-ext cf: -...:hat· s pe.:wlssible as a des1qnee. 

Q Dee Dee, can I ask tor a clarif icatlon on two 
unrelated .1ssues? On the economy, s.1nce the House task version of 
the Presldent:' s plan does appear to meet that what's described as 90 
percent of his guidelines, lS he assuring House members that he will 
push for that blll Congress? 

MS. MYERS: think he will push for a bill that meets 
his 

neither version ­

nel.ther the House vers:Lon 01- the Senate 
vers1on 1-s go_;_ng t.O be the con:'c:rencc '--c:-slon, :__:-:aL ':::; ;us:. 

reallStlC I t..hlnk t.herc au:; ceo:ta1n th1:1gs 1n l?:. 1.:hat.. 
He's going to push for deflclt. :reduct.. len, tns E1·--·e~;tmencs l.:.ke t.h\; 
earned u:ccme tax cred:t t.. empo~.;c~-ment- zor:cs Hnmun; ;;:at: 10:-: pr :)q:::-a:r 

T~cc::-·c·s a lot. of t..h1nq:::; 

Q So lt's no. 

MS. MYERS: 11ell, no. He's not going to push ­

it is 
unrealistic to expect that the House version will pass conference. 
That's just not the way the process works. The President. will push 
for 

and I don't think any of the House members expect that 

-~~ ~o:.n-.; :..c push for the pr·::.nc~pJes t.ha::: 

'"''.ill .:...nd t.he:-e .::J.rc a lot of. spec.1f :cs. h1s 1nvestments and other 

th:. ngs that he· s comml t ted to and he w:ll f 1ght tor. 


Q On the other unrelated clarification that I had. 
Prime Minister Mulroney sa::.d that Europe would look more kindly upon 
U.S. influence in the Yugoslav situation if it had troops on the 
ground. Is the President's feeling of 300 soldiers sent to Macedonia 
satisfies that commitment? 

MS. MYERS: I think, I'm not sure what Prime Minister 

Mulroney was specifically referring to, but our ­

have commit ted 

to keep::.ng that conflict from spill1ng over. However, pOSl t lOD 


ground troops J n BosnJ.a ::: ts;:• .if has not c::;.anged. 


\.•nde::s~and t.ha~~. 

see, 

you have to ask Pr~me Hin:;,ster Mulroney ~"" he thinks that this meet.s 

hJ.~ criterJ.a. 


Q Dee Dee, when are those troops going? And will 

they be under new ­

direct U.N. command, or will they be ­

http:keep::.ng
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they think they can get J..t done fairly 
quickly 1.n the next week or two. 

Q They would be under the command of a U.N. 
commander, not their own? 

MS. MYERS: Blue Helmet Force. 

Q Is that NATO forces that go into Germany? 

Q 

t...roops u:-.oe.:.· t.he command ci 

NATO Blue Hclmct.s·:· 

t"lS. HYEP.S: J. bcl1eve t.f:en; are peacekeeper-s .Somal1a 
"L:nde:; :::,:;_her- comma"d are part. oi t.he Blue Helme:: For.:::e. 1 don· L 

Q Clarify for me, will you, what your answer was on 
the Yelts.1.n summl.t. I know you sa1.d not this summer, not Moscow. 
Were you saying not this year? Is there a Yeltsin ­

MS. MYERS: There is nothing scheduled. I'm saying that 
it is conceivable during his presidency that President Clinton will 
have a summit. I think that's obvious that, at some point he will 
have one. There are no plans to have one this year, next year; there 
are no firm plans at this point, period. 

Q The idea, I bel.1e·,:e, ·,.:nen they ~etc. 'Ja; 

l1ke home and a·_.;ay and t.!-:at_ ; usc. da tcs c.o be se":: t..; c.::i 
backed away trom that.? :.s t.he:·e som~' p:::-oblem:· 

::::ched<.<led t.h1s year. I'm not ::-ul:tng out t~us year. I'm JUSt t..ry:tng 
to be very clear 

Q The Secretary of State was much more specific than 
that. 

Q The Secretary of State says in the next several 
months. 

HS. MYERS: The only point I'm trying to make is that 
there's nothing scheduled. There's nothing scheduled this year, 
there's nothing scheduled next~ year. There :lS a 
says that on the way t.o or trom t.!"le N;..To summ1.t, t.here·s qo1ng t..o be 
a Russ:1an summlt. .I'm saylng unequ1vocally t.haL lS noL :..rue. 

MS. MYERS: It could be in the works. A lot of things 
are being planned. There's nothing imminent. 

Q The next several months sounds fairly imminent. 

HS _ HYERS: We're not about to announce something. 
t..re' re not going to announce something in the next couple of days 
the next week. It's not going to happen. 

Q On health care refo:ru-,, on the t. iming. 

Q Dec Dee. a.:1ot-he.::- cla1·lf lea::. tor~. 't'cst.e::-d~•y- '..:ben t.hc 
Presl.dcnt sa::;.d that the tra:1sport-at.1on fuel tax ::tas ccononll.c 
d~fflcult:Les :Lnhere;-;.t 

0 Today he sald that the Btu tax lS the best and 
fa.1 re::.;t.. 

MS. NYERS: Correct _ 
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Q Yesterday he said transportation fuels has economic 
difficulties. He got briefed on the Breaux plan yesterday. So what 
was he referring to? 

MS. NYERS: I don't think he was briefed on the economic 
impacts, think he figured 

he understands those implicitly. But 
the reasor, he t.h.1nks the Btu tax 1s r.he best lS because it tnts a} l 

re-,.rc:-1;.~<.; he ~-hcn.:<~~l':. 


be::_;:. tor::< ;.)~ .,~1o:-zr:-· ::l; 


the Senate 1s not golDS 
t.o pass a Btu tax. So ·w·e'll look at what they propose. J:..i'l.d we'll go 
back to conference where the Btu tax will be on the table along with 
whatever the Senate approves and we will fight. it out. 

Q So the transportation fuel is certainly not the 
best or the fairest? 

NS. NYERS: The Btu tax is the best. 

Q Nhat' s the foreign policy value of the Space 
Station? 

HS. HYERS: It is something that we'll ;.;ork on wi r.h the 
Russians. I th1.nk t.hat 's 

the 
Europeans and the Russians. 

MS. HYERS: I don' t have a good answer on the foreign 
policy value of the Space Station, other than to say it's something 
we will work on jointly with Russian and perhaps others. 

Q Yesterday you said that your goal now is to have 
the health care plan unveiled by mid-

July, sometime after the Tokyo 
summit, hopefully before the August recess. Are you say1ng that 
that's based on an opt.1mism here that -::Ju ,_.,..ill ha·.re :.he 
r·econcllJatlon packuge .1:-, c-o::terence at. :.L;,;,:. pcn:t. o.nd · b,,, 

same time? 

0 So you're :10t ant 1c lpat..lng a tough t 1.gl"'.t.. 1:-, 

conference? 

MS. HYERS: No, I think we are. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

MS. f.lYERS: Liberated. 
12:59 P.M. EDT 

06/10 
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For .:::mmed1at.e Release June lO, 1~93 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

IN PHOTO OPPORTU'"NITY 
DURING MEETING ~HTH DOMESTIC POLICY COlJNCIL 

The Cabinet Room 

10:07 A.N. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: I want to make a statement now that we 
have the Domestic Policy Council here about what is going on in the 
Senate. 

F'::. rst of all, ·..·t'ry encouraged that t:he Senau.: 

l-":cwc c..c: be pro~-.<::cted for· t-hat:; $250 =::nlllon of spend:;_ng cuts; the 
:.:.axes have t.o tall pr:;_mar·lly on those best able to pay them. R:1ght 
no;..·, er two· 

th~rds of the taxes fall on people with incomes above 
$200,000, 75 percent on people with incomes above $100,000. I want. 
the ener9)...- tax to be pro-

conservation and as broad-

based as possible. 
And want. the initiatives for growth and jobs in there ­

the earned 
1.ncome t-ax cred:::_: to encou::--age Lhe work1ng poor to move out of 

mailto:F.MAN@EOP_OVP@CCGATE�EOPHR
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ln.:"entJ. ves t.o ::::·e;o;.t_e JObs. Those 

I ·,.;ant to -renund you all, too. that the Senate and n';~.;::;e 

wJ.ll natu-;:"ally have some d1sag.r-eeme.nt.s. i'ut. ;.,:heu -...;e ·.~·;nd up El 
conference. we car: perhaps get the best blll of all. The ma1n th:ng, 
until t.hc Senate acts, we can't go to conference and get a f 1.:--,a l blll 

t.o cant 1nue thlS progress. 

VJhat the final shape of the energy portion of this will 
be no one can now say because that will have t:o await the conference. 
But I am very· encouraged that progress is being made, and I do 
appreciate the fact that the Senate began consultations with the 
House yesterday, which is consistent with the commitments that were 
made on that. 

Q Y.ihere is the progress? 

Q ~1ell, what do you say to Democrats in the House who 
feel like they walked the plank on the budget for nothing at this 
point? 

for not.h.tng Thel!' budget c:;; go1ng t..o be pan.. :-:;f \. .'l~-, :·0nf,-;_:.. <:":1·--­

_;..-.d t!'.ey are be:ng consulted :-;c;~·. and no declslo:: ::a.s b.t:'-E-'r< ;r,d;_;e :..;, 

the Senate yet 

You }:now, Chalrmar: Moyr:..thar: and Se::ator 1·1::.t.ch:~ ~ st:ar-:_cd 
w.:th the senators who are most hostlle to the Btu tax. But. they h;.;·,;e 
ll senators on a comm~tt.ee they have to sat~sf.y. And then they have 
to get a majority in the body of the Senate. So no dec~sions have 
been made yet. And most of those House members with whom I talked in 
the process of passing the bill through the House only wanted to make 
sure that the House would also be consulted before the Senate 
committee finally voted. And we took steps to ensure that, and they 
began the consultatJ.ve process yesterday. 

Q You've got the Black Caucus apparently so upset 
that they're not coming to a meeting here. W11at do you tell those 
people? 

Tl·iE PRESIDENT: That is not. why there 1 s not going to be 
a meeting here. But the Black Caucus ­

if they ;.;ant to advocate fol­
the 3tu tax 

':'OU know, I l;,.ke lt. l tl:nnk lt's the best. and 
falrest t.a;.-:. And I th~nk the Secretary of the Treasury made a verv 
good proposal for a mod1f1catlon of it. But neither they nor I have 
a vote on the Senate Finance Committee. And so we 1 ll just ­

but J.t 
wlll be 

the Btu le""Y will be in the conference, and no decision 
has been made. I have not signed off on any energy proposal J.n the 
Senate yet. I believe that the proposal we made ~s the best 
have. But ne1_ther they nor I have a vote on the Senat.e F1nance 
Comm~t.tee. 

Let me say, u1 the end. t.he most lmpon_,:;,,t th.:.ng LS t.hi:it.. 

bring t-he deflcit dov.·n, that_ ·we cut. spendlng. :.h<>t we r"iJ.lSe t.axes 


That's the ,.,o~t. _;_mpor-c.ant. t!'l~r.g. \\e've go~ to f;;_nd a -..:ay t_o do that 
cons: stc;--,t~ v.;.: th ""·hat has happe:1ed al :-eady·. P•.1'1d .I'm very encouraged. 

1the American people shouldn t be upset. by what. 1 s 
golng on. And I ­

t.he House ­

they should go talk to their 
senators 2f they have a different view and they· want them to ::ake a 
dlfferent '\rJ.e;.; toward these pa:-ticu1ar taxes. That's what s ';-n tr:r"J.nq 
to do, ~s to get the House and the Sena:.e to wot·k t~oget.he<- before the 
Senate F:.nance Comm.:.ttee even '-'Otes 

·:'HE PRESIDENT: ·~·o l1m1t :.he f llct. As t.;e said all 
along, the Unu::.cd Natlons 

http:Unu::.cd
http:tr:r"J.nq
http:consultatJ.ve
http:comm~tt.ee
http:1�1::.t.ch
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we would support the United Nations in 
limiting the conflict. It's a very limited thing. No combat, but an 
attempt: to limit the conflict. 

Q Thank you. 

W"DlO:ll A.H. EDT 
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ECONOfoiiC PLAN- ­

Yesterday, Transportation Secretary Pena said 
the proposal for a tax on transportation fuels leans too heavily 
on the already troubled lndustry·. (\1P Al) In an intervlew Wlt.h 
the Washlngton Post, he said, "One reason I was able to sell t.he 
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lpr-es.ldent..' 

b.:<ja:-:ccci and not.. soi~::l~.- bdse·:i -:.::;-, c.:-:c: :r·a::spu::-t. sc:c~_cl- - i\·JP": Dec 

Dee Nf'C:r"S sa1d :-,ecn:'Li.i:::.· ?et':a.'o; "-'lC'"..~·s ar·e «no;_ necess;;.c:::_:iy thc;se 

The i•Iall Street Journal says the Senate Finance Commlttee lS 
"scal.1ng back bott:" the proposed fuels tax lncrease and cuts in 
federal health programs. The New York Times says the President's 
package of "tax J.ncreases and spending cuts began to fall into 
place" yesterday. 

In an "emergency" meeting, the President heard pleas from 
three Hispanic House members for a smaller cut in tax breaks for 
Puerto Rico_ {WP) The meeting was arranged in response to a 
letter that suggested the President will need all the help he can 
get for final passage of the package. (V1P) The meeting was 
scheduled in the time slot vacated by the canceled meeting with 
the Congl-essional Black Caucus. (VJP) Rep. Mfume's (D-Md.} 
Wednesday letter to the President said, "We will not support a 
reconciliation package that shifts the burden from the wealthiest 
Americans and corporations to the dlsadvantaged." ('IJP) The 
't.'ashingt.on T~mcs sa.:,;.s negct .t.at.1cm.s among Senate Democrats over: 
t.he Preslden<. 's cconomJ c ;::a.:-: ·Ncn:: bogged do,·;-, ':'t:ur:~day "as 

fueJ:::; t.a:·: and a:-: :;.;-,crease on the .I.:-,come :.ax of ;::;1e ,.;ealt.hy ··'<t 

Sen. Breaux's proposal 'Xould become effect1ve Jan. l, but t.he 
Yihite House and Sen. Moyrnhan prefcT raising income taxes on the 
wealthy on July l. (hlP) 

Sen. Baucus (D-Mont.) said he opposes the transportation 
tax, Sen. Rockefeller (D-W. Va.) said he would oppose the tax 
unless Democratic leaders abandon efforts to make deeper cuts in 
Hedicare spending, (WP) and Sen. Bradley (D-NJ} said he would 
fight additional entitlement. cuts. (Boston Globe) Sen. 
Rockefeller denounced Sens. Boren and Breaux saying, ni'm just 
sick of people putting this on Bill Clinton ... David Boren and 

John BrealD-: killed the Btu tax. David Boren and Kerr-

McGee have 

been r.;nnlng th1s for more than a month and a half 

The t.a;-: lncrease on ·.-;as ceduced back to . 3 cent- a-gall o:: 

att.er sevc.:::-al Sendtor:s :Jbjec~_cd to a 9 3 cent.-a-ga..!_lo;~ 


('.·iSJ'i Sc,:c:-al Sena-:_o.::·s sa1d the commlttee :.;as 11kely :..o ~calc 
back Lhe P::-estdcnt's propo~~cd :r:crt;ases ::..;> food s~.am;::::~ ;;-r:"T 
~·ihl:_c Rc'c.ise Diftcta.i~~ and Senate DcmoC'~-atJC:: i;~d·:::i•:-::-:-~ Sil.ld ,J:~ 

agreement on r.ax lncreases and ent.l tlement cuts m1gh:. not be 
n~ached unt..1l next week. (WP) Sen. Hoyn1han sa.1d t!1e comm.1ttec 
would make its changes public on Tuesday and vote to send ~ts 
package to the Senate floor on Thursday. {NYT) 

"Trying to assuage the concerns of House Democrats," the 
President said, "They didn't walk the plank on the budget for 
nothlng. Their budget lS going to be part of the conference. 
And they are being consulted now. n (YiP) The President also said 
he still prefers the BTU tax as the "best and fairest" but also 
that it does not. have a vote on the Senate Finance Committee and 
repeated that he has not "signed off on any energy proposal in 
the Senate. n n<IP) However, Secretary Bentsen said, nwe' re 
recognizing the reality" that the BTU ta.x has no chance in the 
Senate Finance Committee. (~1P) The 't\'ashington Post says the 
President "compromised not only his proposal, but also on his 
stated aversion to the special-interest horse-trading emblematic 
of pol.1t;.cs usual. 

t:ax .1.ncrease. 
A New York T1mes editon-al says the BTLJ tax passed by the 

House has serious flaws, that Sen. Breaux's is too narrow, and 
that. the Administration's "retreat could lead to a victory in the 
larger war if, by adopting a broad-based alternative, Mr. Clinton 
gets behind a budget plan that cuts the deficit without provoking 
insurmountable opposition in Congress." 

In an editorial with the headline "BTU Tax, Killing it is 
easy; Agreeing on an alternative won't be," the Detroit Press 
says "Mr. Clinton's cave-in on the tax is an embarrassment, not a 
disaster. Contrary to the pronouncements of the Washington press 
corps, his presidency isn't over yet ... The Btu tax may be dead, 
but the deficit monster is alive and kicking. Senate Democrats 
need to buckle down and help Mr. Clinton find a way to whip it." 
{Detro:tt Free Press} 

A..'1 ed.1.tor~al u1 the Atlanta Constitution polnt.s out that 
"The ver::-' thlng Nr. Clinton begged t.he nat .len t~o avc:;,d 

p.:.ck' nq apa:-t. of the package by special interest 

lS 

happening. 
HEALT'h CARE 

http:pol.1t;.cs
http:t.'ashingt.on
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Yesterday, speaking at Johns Hopkins Medical 
School, Hillary Rodham Clinton "promised the nation's leading 
research hospitals and medical schools ... that they will not be 
financially undermined by the cost-control features of President 
Clinton's plan to overhaul the nation's health system." (WP) She 
"offered an olive branch to doctors by suggesting that they are 
not mainly to blame for high health-care costs." {V-!'""YT) She also 

sald the academlc health centers wlll not have to compet.e ;.;::.t-h 
non-research l:l.St:ttUtlo:ns fa:" pat.:..ents on the bas1s of the 
.,lo·....·est common denom.._n,;n_o;-." Her· stau::;nent ;..·as ~-Helcomc t-:::J 

many of the appr-o:nmatcly l, Hopk lns piotessors, doctors, and 
ot!l.er d.Cd.der:ncs ;..,ho :;ammed t.~ dl~or·1.;_H\; Bu:. many also 

'liP1 '!'he Nc·..; Y.::r·k T-:.;nes also 

t'<'<o '"'eek:-; ago, "seemed to .1nclude" doctors. 
1:1. her speech to the AHA conference next week, "doctors will 

be l1.sternng closely for hints on who among them -- if anyone -­
the Cl:l.nton Administration has been heeding as it develops its 
proposal." (NYT) The New York Times also lists health 
industries' PACS that gave the most to candidates in 1992. 

Surgeon General Novello released a long-

delayed AIDS report 
she said the Bush administration refused to release. {ABC} 

At a conference of state health care officials Thursday, 
Senior h'hite House health adviser Paul Starr said he expects it 
to "take until the end of the decade" for the President's health 
care reform to be fully implemented. {USA Today} Starr also said 
that states would have most responsibility for carrying out 
health care :-eforms rus..; Today) USA Today reports t.hat Congress 
lS certa:n: to :rc;..·:r1tc a:-,d pc:-haps d:-ama:_lca~.ly alter the Clirlton 
plan "-~>h1ch .lS expected 
Toda·/ says t.::c Frcs;::ie:'.c.'s hcaJtb '..:an=.- ~~:;:~i:~ '"'t~i ir-:::-1ude rei:c-:ws 
·..;:t.h d "sl1d1:1g s~diP ~a.scd ~n: nb< i ;t.-"· '.::::> p?I':.!·" <.l :1a.:.::on,:,i 

::~t:a;;d~<rd a::d pa::::.".d90 '"'f b::ccf;t..s a.':o"'·;:-::r ::::c.,-;~"~,::~:~' ;jccJ.'ic 
·,,·:1e1.::c: :..c z'J.:fc·: Dr:(' ~l.f'-'i.~·-=~ pla;: ~r se·-..·cLll d::d a :1<tt 1 

ovc:--:::.;ee t.:.t:- s·~·s1.. cm. Gc-·.;. Campbeil '.R·SC) sa1.d, "'.·Je l..:ke :.;-w 
flexlbJllty. ;~e a:·e concerned wlth t.he f1ne prlnt." (USA Today; 

A front-page wall St:reet Journal story describes the 
popularity of EMOs .ln state r-ledicaid programs, saying, "The boom 
in Med.lcaid programs may tie in neatly with President Clinton's 
hopes of overhauling the nation's health-care system." 

A front-page Nashington Post story- describes the 
effectiveness of AA.qp• s "telephone tree" in New Jersey to lobby 
their Senators against Medicare cuts. (W?J 

SUPREME COURT NOMINATION ­

USA Today reports that irJ!ute House 
aides say the P-:.·es1dent. wo-:..:ld l1ke t:o announce his nom.lnat.ion for 

Today 1 s ~Judge B:no>ye:r. Ye::::t.c::-d.;:.· · './.1 nee Fost:c r·, Eon t:J a.1n, and 

~OCJ:-t:e "i.am11Ja::- -....·1.U: t:::c sea::ch." sa1d, "It.'s a do:1c deal. (;,p; 

A ~·i.fnte House aide said, ''lt's his t.o lose. The pres.t.dent JUSt 
·wants to meet him t:o make sure." {il.PJ Several Wh.1te House 
off1cials emphasized that the decision is not final. (NYT All 
"Both Democrats and Republicans told the president and his staff 
that Judge Breyer, a former Senate staffer, would be confirmed 
overwhelmingly." (WSJ) 

White House staffers say the President has steered a·,..ray from 
Babbitt because of concerns that he could not find "a replacement 
at Interior with Babbitt's star quality." (USA Today) 

APPOINTME!-I"TS 

The .i'>.dministration has decided that FBI Director 
Sess1ons should step do..,n. a;1d has begun ncgot..1at- 1ons to ea~;e h::n 
fr-om off 1cc, acco:-d liFJ :.o sc-·,'C!·nmcn:. of£::;:: d l ~" 

DPp-:t-r-~_mc:-:t. :;-,~f~~ :als app<?d:· :co ht? c;pcr,1:.: >·=]' r 
.:ilslo·:ig£·· 1-!:r ';C2,~i~:·)cs ~;a::::e:~.:.i)-· a:-d 
·,..·:;.t.:---. :_!~c -:·c:·~as Ecp:._:i'.::lJ c:a:1 rtnd f :::;r-;:.1c; Fcdc:·.:•~ · ::<1' 

.'.:"lOS(' •_c 

nomlnat:;.ng Carol Bcllam':' to head the ?eace Corps. accord.1ng to 
.:...dm.ln.lstratJ.on off.1cials. 

Dav1.d Gergen "reversed himself yesterday and announced that 
he ·,.;as resigning from the all-male Bohemian Club." {WP) Dee Dee 
Myers sa~d the move was part of his across-the-board decision to 
quit 17 organizations. (1-lP) The New York Times notes that on 
Monday, he said, "I have no intentions to resign." A New York 
Times "Topic of the Time" says, "In this case, Mr. Gergen served 
himself with adroit damage control, but failed to promote the 
principles of the President he no,.,· works for." A Los Angeles 
Times editorial headline says, "A new flap isn't needed, Clinton 
aide is right to have quickly quit discriminatory club." 

The Pentagon Inspector General's office is investigating 
whether Graham Allison, the nominee for assistant secretary of 
defense for- plans and policy. had any invob...·ement ln promot1ng 
t.hc b1d ot a former academlc: colledque. (t.-JF "De!'ense otf.tclals 

http:nomlnat:;.ng
http:d:-ama:_lca~.ly
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say the former academlC already has establlshed a reput:at..1on for· 
high -handedness and a rrogcLnce, and they note that- the 
lnvestJ.gatlon was t.r1.ggered by a compla1nL from a member of hls 
staff.~ \WP} 

The Senate Judiciary Comm1.tt.ee approved former Nc'A· ':tork Cit.y 
Pol1cc Chief Lee Bror,.;n as dl:-ector ot the \.>Jlnte House Offlce of 
D:cug Control Pol1_cy. iUSA Today: 

The Ne·w Yo:::-k Tln1CS rur.s an lnterview with \.>Jhite House 
Cot.;nsel Nussbaum today. 

CJl.J1PAIGN FINANCE 

Sen. Boren (D-

Ok. ) said Senate Democratic 
leaders are considering scaling back the plan for partial public 
funding of Congressional campaigns in an effort to pick up enough 
votes to avoid a GOP filibuster. (VIP} Sen. Eiden (D-

Del.), said 
some Democrats would recons.lder t.helr support. Eo:- t.:-te b:;.ll 
~ubllc funds arc cl.:u:nnat.ed; o:" r·educed t.o a t.oke:o amcunt sa·/l:Jq 
"\•ie need mor-e publlC' fu:;dJ_ng, not. less " "tJf'' 

T?...;..VEL OFFICE 

The 1.-Jasl:.::l.gt.,')r: Post r·epGrts t.hat an .1nternal 
FBJ summa::.-,- of event.s in the travel office affair shows that 
assoc1at.c I·Jhlt.e House Counsel Kennedy discussed the possibility 
of using the IRS to .1nvest:1.gate allegat.1ons if the FBI did not 
beg.1n investigations "immediately." The phone call took place on 
May 13, according to the FBI summary, prepared on Hay 24 and 
distributed to top Justice officials. {WP} "Three sources who 
have had access to the summary" said that it states that Ken."ledy 
called James Bourke, an FBI supervisor who heads a unit that 
conducts background checks on appointees. {WP) Eight days after 
the phone call, three IRS auditors began an unannounced civil 

audit of Ultrair' s books with the authority of an administrative 
summons. (WP) IRS spokesperson Murphy con£ inned that the IRS 
Inspection Senrice is conduct~ng an internal investJ..gation into 
the agency's handling of the matter. fWP) 

In a floor- st.at.r•mc:--.t Lhis ;.;ec>k, Se:t. Dele s-ale.!. "It appear-s 

what: ever it takes to get all the facts on the table." 
(NP} 
Gl\.YS IN THE MILITARY ­

Yesterday, Joint Chiefs Chair Gen. 
Powell delivered the commencement address at Han.rard. {WP) "For 
the most part, Powell was politely, even enthusiastically, 
received by the students, parents, and alumni." (WP) The New 
York Times reports that the General received "a rousing ovation. 
He said the Admin~stration and its military leadership are "near 
a dec.1sion" on the new policy. although "he decl1.ned to offer 
details " {\·JPi US/.;. Today :-epon.s that. Ge::-:. Powell "all but: 
conc-eded that tile :n1l; :::a-::·:,.- -_._·1 l i soon be open t:o ho1~1osczua 1 s " He 

•·r..lany graduat1ng seniors wore mortar boards plastered -..·ith 
'lift ·the-ban' st-1ckers, and some turned their backs on the dais 
where Powell recelved an honorary law degree." {ViP} 

Sen. Graham (D-

Fl} met yesterday with gay veterans, 
according to the Miami Herald. Aides said Sen. Graham, who 
JOined the Armed Services Committee last year is likely to be 
influenced by Sen. Nun.'1. (Hiami Herald} 
STuLHilil LO.lli·1S ­

The Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee 

approved a mod1f1.ed ve~-s;__on of t.hc Prcs,dcnt.'s student. lear. 


The b1ll a :sc n;.c ;_ ude~~ a 
pro"·::.slon 1n wh1ch t.he IRS would collect. a f1xed percentage of a 
bor-rower's paychecks for 20 years or until the loan ~s paid. 
(N'l:.'T) The plan lS "almost certa~n to be enacted in some form." 
(NYT) 

http:mod1f1.ed
http:cl.:u:nnat.ed
http:Comm1.tt.ee
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BOSNIA 

"Seeking to counter complaints that it has failed to 
assert leadership," the U.S. is offering to send 300 troops to 
Macedonia. {NP) The offer was made by Secretary Christopher at 
the NATO meeting in .L.thens. (WP) The troops will be authorized 
to defend themselves, but, "we don't envision them taking direct 
action," according to Pentagon spokesperson Hall. (1\'YT Al) Former 

Secretary of Defense D~ck Cheney appeared on NBC's ~Today" Shu..: 

and said h.1s pOS.ltlOn all a long has been to oppose the 
J.ntroductlon oi. U.S. forces 1-nto the Yugoslav area for a number 
of reasons. 

A New York T.1mes editon.al says, ~Twenty months after a 
brutal cl:a.que overthrew HaJ.tJ.' s f.1rst democratJ.cally elected 
Government .1s not too soon for i-iashington and the rest of the 
world to get serious about defending legitimacy, democracy, and 
human rights. 
DEFEJ'ISE 

Next week, the Administration ~:ill begin 
consultations with Congress on whether to resume nuclear tests, 
conduct nine blasts before 1996 and then halt all such testing, 
according to Administration officials. {~1P Al) The President has 
until the end of June to determine whether to resume underqrou:-Jd 
nuclear test~.ng. 'USA Toea Aides t.o several 1:-:t.e:.·cst.cd 
Ser:ato::-s said they bel1eved man:.' leglslatGrs .,.muJd not. l1.k.:::- u;e 
1dea of resum1ng even ll:;;.l:::ed tcst:ng. (~·iP) The Prcs1den::. 1s 
under pressure f-:.-or;; the mil:tar·· and d:.plomat.s :o do l1m1t.ed 

t..est.u:g t.hrougl: 199[ rus..; Today·· .;-;.~:r1n~ ;:e::>t.erda~··s Sena::..e 
;.,r;;.ed Sec··.r;.ces Comr:.Ht.t:co ::.ea: 1;--:g, ::_;ens. Le'.;Jr: (l>t>i1ch. l, and Exor-1 

'D~Ncb_ 1 told Secret.a::.-y 0' Le~ry t.hat they would stror:.gly oppose 
:1uclca~- t.est.s of: ;..·arhead safety feat.ures that are not deployed. 

A Wash~ngton Post editon.al on Gen. Campbell's alleged 
comments says the ?resident "needs to show that there is a price 
to pay for failing to recognize legitimate authority." (WP) 

Defense Secretar1• Aspin was assured Thursday by key members 
of Congress that increased US aid to Russia and other federal 
agencies was unlikely to require billions in cuts in the $263.4 
billion 1994 Pentagon budget. 
NATIONAL SERVICE 

Yesterday, about 100 teenagers demonstrated 
J.n front of the Capitol in support of full funding of the federal 
summer JObs program. (\·JP) The :rally was orgarnzed by the 
Consortlurn of Yout:h Sen:iccs. (~·;?·· 

\•JJ-liTE HOUSE PRESS COR?S 

h;:;.·..ce boor:. a tendency t:·y some report.ers t.o JUmp on the leasL 
llt:.lc problem and make more of .:t t.han ;..·as warranted." {i·JP) But 

she also sa1.d, "t.here were people in th.:s '.-Jhite House who would 
treat us wlth cont.empt." (WP) Last week the Presl.dent invited 
the bureau chiefs of the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times 
to dumer f. or the first time, "and now the Sunday barbecue. " (WP) 
Hark Gearan portrayed the "hot-dog diplomacy as a first step. 
('i'{P) 

http:editon.al
http:l1m1t.ed
http:1:-:t.e:.�cst.cd
http:test~.ng
http:editon.al
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TEXT: 

THE \>illiTE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 11, 1993 

PRESS BRIEFING 

BY DEE DEE MYERS 

The Briefing Room 

12:25 P.M. EDT 

;.._ Sup. 

You 
1ntercst..ed .:_r: next "-'eek.'s schedule. No. l have 

announcement.s. 

Q ~.Jhat can you say about this IRS business? 

MS. MYERS: ~1elL as you know, Mack McLarty and Leon 
Panetta are do.J.ng a thorough management review of the entire travel 
office situation and they will have a report on that sometime in the 
not to distant future_ 

Q \'lill it be made public? 

MS. MYERS: There will be ­

some ::-omponent. of l-t. ..,;;.l: 

be mdde publ1c 

d::d t-he ~·-:lut-e House cont.act the 

I?.S? 

MS. HYERS: The White House did not contact the IRS and 
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the IRS I think confirms that in The Nashington Post story. No one 
from the ~·~hite House ever contacted the IRS. 

Q \.;ell, Dee Dee, was there an implied threat that 
they would contact the IRS? 

MS. HYERS; No, but 

there ...-as no implied threat. But 
I would just leave the final analysis of this to the management 
review currently being conducted by McLarty and Panetta. 

Q :.·Jhat o.s the status of Catherlne Cor:nc-lius :"1qht­

now? Is she Stlll in the tra·..·el otflce? 

1--lS. HYERS: She is. 

Q i-Jhy docs ~he rcmaln on the JOb when there are 
quesuons about the propr-lety of her actions ln thJ..s whole affair? 

1'-1$. MYERS: Agaln, there 1.s a review underway to answer 
all of these questions ln great detail, and I just don't have any 
more to say about the specif~cs of ~t until it's complete. 

Q Was Hack aware of Kennedy's role and this IRS 

.1ssue. or dld this just come to him after the Post started making 
inquiries? 

MS. MYERS: Again, I just want to make it clear that -­
no one from the White House ever contacted the IRS. 

Q No, we're no:: saying that, we're saying 

i•iS NYERS: 

r-1S. MYERS: JL:.St. car:'t. comment. on ~t. The entire 
th.:.ng .1s under re\!l€W now. and anyth.1.ng t.hat I say about it. will be 
premat.ure. 

Q Who is the President having lunch with, and what 
for? 

MS. MYERS: I don't think it's any secret that the 
President will be dining with Judge Breyer this afternoon. I believe 
it's a little later; it has not started yet. He's currently meeting 
with Senator HcCain and Senator Kerry about some issues about 
Vietnam. They are returning from a trip there. .ll.nd I think the 
issue is obvious. 

Q Do you expect an announcement this afternoon? 

HS _ f-lYERS: I can't: rule .1 t out:. I don't kno·w. I Just 
can't say way another ·.vhethcr it ._..,ill happen today. 

HS. t·l'r'ERS: '.•Jell. I t.h.1nk .1t.' an oppon.unity for rnm to 
me~"::. w1.:.h d candJ..date for the Supreme Court: and t:o discuss a number 
of: don· t want. to be any more specl.flc than that. 

Q Is it important: to him to have a personal ­

Q Nhy is he not having a companion meeting with 
Babbitt? 

Q Is it important for him to have a personal chance 
to assess this man? I mean. g.1ve us a sense of what. the President's 
desire .l.S. 

Q Is he the most l.1kel~/ cho.1ce? 

HS. 1-iYERS: won't handicap it, but I will say the 
President has not made a decision. It's something I've been saying 
all week and I think news accounts to the contrary are simply just 
over.-;r.l.tten. 

Q 

in the Rose Garden been taken away this 

http:anyth.1.ng
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afternoon? 

Lhat at t.his pou1t the:n: arc 
candJ.datcs? 

MS. MYERS: I will not handicap, but I think the field 
has been substantially narrowed. {Laughter.) 

Q What about this comment this morning in the paper 
from an administration official saying it's his to lose? 

HS. MYERS: Yiell, I think: that's unfortunate. I think 
that earlier in the week unnamed sources were implying that another 
candidate was the fror1t ru."1ner, an all-

but-

likely nom:Lnee. I th:Lnk, 
as the week has progressed, the hand1capp1ng has sort of selccu:C ,J 

new front. runner. I thlnk all of lt 15 premat~:re. :·he Pres:dcn;_ ;-:ds 
been spend.1ng a good deal of t..imc 0:1 it. thlS week He's bee:: :ook:.:.g 
at a nu:nber of cand.1dates, evaluat:Lng their records and t.ry:ng and 
make a good dcctsion about this. ·..;hich he'll do. And all the st..or;es 
t.ha.t suggest. he's made up h1s m1nd are just not. rtghL. 

Q ~·i"ell, you haven't. ruled out an announcement today. 
You mean, he's go1ng to make a snap decision today and then he's 
going to announce? 

MS. NYERS: I think we've been working on this for 
several months. don't think anyone is go1ng to accuse us being of 
snap decision. (Laughter.} 

Q Dee Dee, doesn't this process of stretching it out, 
though, because of the leaks, where one candidate on Monday was 
declared, at least by some people, as the person, doesn't that have a 
very bad effect? Isn't this something that this White House has to 
come to grips .,.;ith? 

MS. MYERS: I think, there's no doubt that that's 
unfortunate. However, thts ts the !:"1.rst t.lme a Democrat P!·e:srdenc 

has had the chance to make an a;:pol r;tme:1t to the Sup:-cmc :"."".Jlln.. :.r: 

nearly 25 years. And l t.h:.:_nk the Pres::.dent had a : ot ct t: me ·.. o rr·d.ke 
t.hls dec1sion. A:ld I t.h1nk ct is prudent of h>m '~o evaluate as 

ct:-cumst.an.ces. So whlle I t...::H-.k 1.t:'s uniort.unate. ~ t.hlnk t...hc 
li.. · s 1n the best lnte::.-est. of the countri for the 

P::.-esident to t.a.ke this declslon ser::.ously and to take h::.s time making 

Q Isn't it unfa::.r to the reputation of someone like 
his Interior Secretary to be left hanging this way ~ 

HS. MYERS: Iiiell, I would pose that question back to you 
all. don't think it serves the process very well, but that's my 
op1n1.on. think I've made that clear to most of you. 

Q 'He didn't. make up the quotes from va::.-l.ous 1i.'h1 te 
House otflC.lals 

!•iS . MYERS : Btl!:~ tlur:k you 

gett1n.g f"rom most people has been that the Pres1dent hasn't made up 
h.1s m1.:-1d, that. he's 1.r, t.he p:::-ocess of maku1g a declsl.on, and that 
sometl.mes people get the wrong impression from conversations, second~ 

or third-


hand information, and that's always a dangerous thing_ 


Q Has the President read the ....·ork of Judge Breyer? 

MS. MYERS: The President has reviewed information about 
potential nominees in fairly good detail. 

Q HO'"' much de~th? Is lt. mo:::-e depth th::s t.1.me ::han 
there ,.,.·as ;..·1th Gu1nJer-? 

level 

appol.ntment l.n a department. 
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Q So he doesn't expect any surprises from what he's 
been told? 

HS. HYERS: Don • t expect any. 

Q Dee Dee, what has been the contact so far between 
the President and the Justice? Has he spoken to him by phone? What 
interaction has he ­

t•'lS. l•iYS?..S· I don' believe t-!-H-" ?restde:;r_· :::;poJ.:cr: :::o 

Y D;;:-c 0ee ·-.·hdt. abo:.:: :.1.c· ;::~)G;r;,d;.; 


:;.d: ::l--:1.::: r:al2st.~: -1.:; Clf'·PPel.r-t:·d :_~ 


t-IS. NYERS· The ?:res der:t. has re,.·:ewed a number ~Jf 

cand1datcs. It was a broad and exhaust l ve search. Obv:;,_ous ly, he's 
narrowed the llst do,-,..'Tl., but. I th1.nk that there has been a ver-y broad 
cons~derat.:ton throughout this process. 

Q The New York Times says that he's concluded that 
Sessions should step down. 

MS. MYERS: We're still waiting on the report from the 
Attorney General on that. 

Q Back on the travel office affair. You said that 
the whole matter ~s under review by HcLarty and Panetta. But this is 
a case of the Nhite House investigating the White House at this 
po.1nt. 

!>iS, t•lYERS: That ':3 COiTCCL 

Q t-;ould t.he ?res1.der.t.. ot:Ject to a sp':::'c~a.l .::o\::<S"-'2 
Senator Dole and others have proposed? 

;.;lll present the facts clearly, and hopefully w.1ll resolve a lot of 
the quest:l.ons I know that many of you have lingering. Hr. NcLarty l.S 
sort of spearheading what .1s a very thorough review. and I think 
that the results ;.:ill be satisfactory. 

Q Are you 

well, let me try the question another 
way are you against the appointment of a special counsel? 

MS. HYERS: I think we'd like to finish this review 
before we make other judgments. 

travel otf:;.ce now? 

HS. W{ERS: 

don t:h1nk bu:: 

0 Could 

l.S there some way we can check on 
that? 

HS. MYERS: Sure, I'll take the question. As has been 
requested, what we'll do in the future is when I take questions we' 11 
try to get answers and post them. Where do we post them? 

HR. LEAVY: ?ost them back by the bins. 

MS. NYERS: Back by the bins every day. 

Q Dee Dee, what's the protocol when there is an 
announcement? Viill he contact: Senator BJ..den and others, and w·ould 
the'/ necessarily come down tor an announcement? 

!"iS. t·rfERS: ' don· t J.:no·.,.,•. I don't th:;.nk ;.;e · ve 

haven· t.. been part:y to any d.lscussJ..ons ;.;here we've talked about the 
speclf:;.c protocol for talkl.ng to the Senate JudJ.c.lary· Comm~ttee. But 
l would assume that they would be contacted. sure. 

Q If there's an announcement tomorrow, how would you 

you'd just release it in the morning? What kind of timetable 
would you give us? 

http:talkl.ng
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HS _ MYERS: It depends on when a decision is made. 
mean, we'll tr)' to give you as much advance notice as we can, and 
that will depend on the circumstances. At the very least, I think 
we' 11 obviously put something out here; we'll beep on the all-

call 
beepers; we'll make s:.t!"e that t.he ~;1.::-e::-; !-"lave ::.~.. so eve:-fbody s:---,.::)t.:ld 
check the w1res. Sue. we' l ~ do e·,.:eryth.lng ;:_o make sure penp le 

ha'/E; a;"' ;:;uc:1 :<o:.1:::c as po::.~s!blc 

t-1S. l•lYE?.S: don't expect to, although I suspect I'll 

get some calls. 

Q At some point today, will you give us some kind of 
gul.dance on whether it will be today 

HS. MYERS: I have a feeling may have some company in 
my office this afternoon. 

Q 1-Jhat was the question? 

Q Can you tell us v:hat time the lunch starts? 

MS _ MYERS: I believe it's supposed to happen around 
1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m., 1:15 p.m. 

Q Are you ruling out an announcement to ­

could you 
gr,·e us some guidance 

i•tS l<lYERS · I ca.n' n..;l e out 

·:) One more on travel ­

Q Can we stick on the Court, please? Has the 
President met w·ith Babbitt about this issue, and if not, why not? 

MS. MYERS: The President knows Secretary Babbitt well. 

Q Is that the reason he hasn't talked to him 
personally? 

P.lS. MYERS: I thHlk :=hey may have spoken by phone, and 
as you know Sccreta:ri Babb1t.t. met ·with some membet·s :):· U:c- :.·n--:1·.-o:· 
House Counsel's Off1ce. HuL J :.:-un.k ~.he ?n;s1de:-:t. :._~; ~;..;:Lt::: fa<r.l 

wit.h Secr-etary Babblt.r_·s background and tns 'NO.<K. 

l.::i.ormat.::.on, papers on t..r·a.vel purportedLy· sho,,.;::._ng t.ypc of 
lrregularltles. Do you know what chose mlght. be? A.:1d what's your 
react1on 

HS. MYERS: Vie eagerly await his press conference. 

Q \'lhat' s your reaction to the continuing dragging out 
of this story? 

HS. HYERS: I think we have initiated a comprehensive 
review precisely to deal ·.vith lingering questions. We really are 
tr.,rJ..ng to present the facts in as straightfor.vard a manner as 
possible through this process so that we can put this thing to rest. 

Q Why is the ~'Jhite House doing this investigation, 
this revier...·? .,.Jhat' s the Hhite House's goal in doing it? 

t"lS. l"lYE?.S- To get as comprehens~ve r-ev~ew of the :acts 
posslble to '..mderstand exactly ;;;hat happened. and hopefully, t...o 

make sure that the process works l.D the future 

Dee Dee. Sess:ons. 1s t.he Wh:tt_e House p:::-essur1ng 
r.-:un :=o rcs.::.gn, ::q:u ng he· :1 get d h::..nt to resign·? 
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i-15. i"'lYERS: No, and as we've said repeatedly, the 
Attorney General is rev~ew~ng that mat:.ter. She said it was a high 
pr~ority of hers when she was sworn in, and ..,.e expect a report from 
her soon. 

Q For the record right now, do you want him to 
resign? 

MS. MYERS: I think we' 11 wait for the results of the 
Attorney General's review. 

Q There • s apparently negotiations right now on a 
settlement with Judge Sessions involving his attorneys. According to 
all reports, they are negotiating h::.s release. 

Q Is the 'i~hite House familiar with that? 

MS. MYERS: t,o!e're waiting for a review from the Attorney 
General. And beyond that, I don't have anything to say. I would 
have to refer you to the Justice Department for any details about any 
conversations they might be having. I think what they've said 
publicly is that they're in the process of finalizing this and the 
Attorney General will make a recommendation to the President. 
They're getting close to that point. And beyond that, I don't have 
any comment on what they're doing. 

Q '\'Jere officials here not happy when he requested an 
airplane to go to San .~nton~o recently? 

do 

that he e:>ded up flylng commerc.1ally to San Arlt.oniv for in:;; son's 
·,.;edd1.ng, ·,.·hlch I think is approprlate. 

Q Dee Dee, back on the travel office, how is the 
t>1hite House responding to Republican requests for all pertinent 
computer files, documents, tapes and everything else that was 
involved in this? The Republicans on the Judiciary Committee, as you 
know, have sent a letter fonnally requesting that. 

MS. MYERS: Right. I think that what we're doing right 
now is conducting a comprehensive review and trying to make sure that 
we have all the pertinent facts and documents. And beyond that 
don't know that we've taken any specific action with respect to those 
requests, but I'll take the question. 

Q Dee Dee, one ot the lSsues here 1.s t..he appeCi.:-ar:cc 
of oi tl-,e FBI for pollt...:_c.Jl pu.r·poses. ls t.:--,aL 

I mean, of the process. And I thin.':: that the comprehensive 
nature of it really is an honest effort by us to get to the bottom of 
it and to understand exactly what happened. 

Q \'ihat is going to be done? I mean, here's the White 
House 

i-.'!S. NYERS: The revlew is 

0 

pass1ng JUdgment on the actlons of the 'dhlt.e 
House. i-Jhy should the Amerlcan people have credlblllty 

HS. MYERS: \'ielL I think: we'll take a look at the 
rev2ew when it's done, and I think that there will be a lot of 
conversation about it. If more action is necessary 
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Q Are you reviewing what happened or how you handled 
it? 

MS. MYERS: Yes. 

:e·,-,·:ng t.h<:- act 1ofi.::~ of :.he t.ravel 

ES. HYE3S: No, that's nght 

Q Does your rev:.:.e;..·, though, ~nclude how, for example, 
the IRS would show up at the offices of Ult-r-Air? 

MS. r•lYERS: No, that's something that we would have ­

don't think that • s being part of the review. We have no control over 
that. Nobody from the White House contacted the IRS. We did.'"1't know 
the IRS was going to go to the UltrAir offices in Smyrna. I don't 
t.hink that's a part of the review. You'd have to check with the IRS 
about why they went there. 

Q You don't t.h::.nk people should just- Gimply take y·our 
word for 1t.? 

l don't :.h:.:.nk anybody is saying, at least nobody here seems 
to be say.1ng that we did contact the IRS. I mean, if somebody is 
saying that, please let me know. But both the IRS and the White 
House have said there was no contact. 

Q If the White House contacted the FBI and the FBI 
contacted the IRS, would that be proper? 

MS. MYERS: I'm not going to comment on that. I don't 
know. 

Q But you're not denying that, are you? 

Q Does the ~'i'h1tc House have a pollcy of not 
contactlng t.:-:c .:.RS? ;: mean. ·.-;hat 

::.he· )<:: 

a~p:--vpr :o<:,; :vr· ::.:;o;m;body 

:::.:f Lhc 

HS. HYERS: we are reviewlng t.he entire mat.ter, and 
JUSt don't 

I'm not going to comment on every particularly 
today; I don • t think it's appropriate. 

Q Is that question being put to Mr. Kennedy and the 
Counsel's Office? 

NS. MYERS: think the broad spectrum of this is being 
reviewed. 

:--:u.s ._v say ~ate:- today. 

Q Dee Dee, the Consumer Price Index ­

how does the 
'tihite House feel about the latest figures? 

MS. HYERS: Obviously, it's good news. Producer prices 
did not go up in May, inflation was zero. W e think that that will 
help keep the long-

term ~nterest rates low. we're going to continue 
to press to get the President's econom~c plan through Congress. l.·.ie 
think that the def.1cit. :reductlon :;_ncluded 1.n that plan has helped 

Q 

::.he prot :em of Ch · 
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NS. f"iYERS: It· s somet.h1ng that. he's concerned about.. 

He d1.d br1.ng ::.t up yesterday at the Domescic Policy Council meeting. 
J:..s you know, the Nat:1.onal Security Council .l.S sort of overseeing a 
task force, interagency task force that's looking at that problem 
now. 

Q Is he considering declaring an immigration 
emergency through to release funds to deal with this problem? 

MS. MYERS: l'le're review it right now. 

Q Dee Dee, McLarty's review is taking also a look at 
t.he Counsel's Office and its operations, isn't it? 

HS. NYERS: The entire episode and all the people within 
the 'dhi te House ;.;ho were involved. 

Q Is the Cm.:.nsel's ope:-at.:<on par·::. of the st.aif 
that.' s also unden.-.:ay 1.:1 a sepa::.-at.e ;..:ay<'· 

Q Continuing staff reorganization. 

HS. M':::"ERS: I'm sure he's taking the ent~re functioning 
of the White House into consideration. But, aga~n, I would refer you 

to Mack for any specifics about what changes or adjustments he might 
make. 

Q Dee Dee, do you know the last time the President or 
any White House staffers spoke with Secretary Babbitt? 

MS. HYERS: No, I don't . 

do you know 
the last tJ.me 

MS. MYERS: I don't. 

Q Dee Dee, on the budget, do you now anticipate ­

do 
you st1ll antlclpa.ce :..r:a.L U;e:--P -..;11~ be a. t:n..ldqct ag:-·eemer:t.. passed t:y 

we were hopeful that the 
Senate might pass its version of the President's budget before he 
goes to Tokyo. I don't think we expect the conference process to be 
complete by then. 

Q So you were hopeful and you're now ­

Q You're stlll hopeful'? 

yes i\'h<'lt Scr:at.o•- t.Joy:--•.::.han has 

sald that he expects to have a vote in the Finance Committee 
perhaps Thursday. So .1£ things keep mov.1ng along ­

don't know 
that it will happen, but we'd like ­

we ' re hopeful . \·ie 'd 1 ike to 
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see it happen. 

Q Dee Dee, did you have anything on the question 
asked yesterday nuclear matters? 

MS. HYERS: No. \~here's Don? 

Q He :.-:e:-.t. t..c- look for 

:•1.:;.. NYERS: I know. l know. I apolog.lze. thought. 

;.rou talked to Don Steinberg about it yesterday. 

Q Somebody else, but there was supposed to be more. 

HS. MYERS: I' 11 take it again, for the third day in a 

Q Does the White House agree with Secretary Pena' s 
concerns about the fuel t~x? 

MS. MYERS: I think the President has made his position 
on that clear. He's not supporting any particular proposal in the 
Senate Finance Committee. He supports a broad-

based energ;( tax. He 
has said repeatedly that he t.hlnks t.he Btu tax -...•as the fau·est... bcsr 
way to ach1.eve that. Clearly, the.::·e were.n · t. -.J"ot.es .1.r: t.hc Se:tat.e 
F:nance Comm.l:.t.ee for .1'.::., so t:hey·re cons:tdcr1ng othe-r" alt:er;Htl·....es. 
The ~·rcsldent·s no:: go1ng to :e<..kc a posltlon on ar.y of t.hosc 

T:---,c Sc::.at..c ;:;"1r:ar:ce Commlttec hasr:'t.. even resolved 

.::..::~-:: pos:t 1011 

Q But tus Cab1ncr.. member .1s taking a position against 

MS. MYERS: i-Iell, that's his personal view. 

Q But it's not the President's view. 

HS. MYERS: It is not the President's view. 

Q Is the President ­

do you think that if there is a 
fuel t.ax t:hat the a.::.rl::..ne .1ndust.ry should get some sort. of ~;:-:empt..lo:: 

because of ::..ts pan:..tcular d.1f:f :.cult.les·? 

l·lS. 1-'!YERS: I t..~.::.nk 'dC' re gc1:1g 

that actuall:·/ a proposal first before we make any determinations. 

Q Do you kno·,..; if the President spoke to Pena today? 

MS. MYERS: He did not speak to him directly, but ­

Q Through Mclarty? 

HS. HYERS: 

c:ommuntca.t.cd. 

be:l.Jev'e he .spoke w1th t>lack M.:::Larty ... , 

Q Ylhat was the message? 

Q ~-Jill 1-'lr _ Pena be expressing his views again? 

(Laughter_ 


NS. MYERS: think that Secretary Pena understands the 
President's view that we're not taking a position on this particular 
proposal. 

Q Who initiated the call? McLarty? 

HS. !viYERS; I thu;k the Secretary called Hack this 
mot-n.lng. 

ad.m :r~1 ~;::. r a:~ J ~);; 
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i-iS. i'<1YERS: :r thl:'lk he sa .:a t..ha t: he was e:.:r:rcss ::_ng a 

pc1·sonal oplr:lon and ; t..h.1nk he'::.; expr-essed t-hat.. qu1-:...c c1car.ly· o:: 
pages of The ~·Jash1:1gton Post th1s morn.1ng. 

Q Dee Dee, I thlnk I understood you to say that the 
McLarty review would not look at why the IRS descended upon UltrAir, 
is that right? 

MS. MYERS: I don't think so. I think it is ­

it is -­
would that qualify as a loaded question, do you think? I don't think 
that's being considered because what we're looking at is the 
operation of the White House, the different people on the Yihite House 
staff who were involved and ­

i"!S. l•1YERS: I would assume that somebod)' .1n the Treasury 
don't know but I would imagine someone 1n the Treasury 

Department .1f they think there's a problem. I don't thing that that 
is within the Vihit.e House purview to review the IRS's actions. I 
don't think that's appropriate. 

Q Vihen you closed off the upper press office the 
reason given was that you all couldn't get a lot of work done with 
everybody hanging around. Has that been a problem? Are you getting 
a lot less work done now? 

MS. MYERS: That definitely slows my day dot.orn a little. 
much more of you guys ~n person. But it's very pleasant, it's 

very 

1.t's a great tun. (Laughter. 

(: Have you abandoned your morn~ng and att..ernoon 
nr-~cr.~. .-:: ·oc.·_, •~ 

;vlS. 1--lYEF::S: Yes. '-tJe' ve gone to a 

because the morning 
-- the or~ginal deal was that since the upper press office was 
closed, people said, well, we need to get some kind of facts and 
information in the morning. So the morning briefing was, I thin.1.;:, in 
exchange for closing the upper press office. 

Q Have you abandoned the idea of an 11:30 a.m. 
briefing? (Laughter. 

HS. HYERS: We can certainly do better on timing. No, 
but it hasn't worked particularly well this week. 

Q Can you g~ve us next. ;.,·eek' s schedu1.c·:' 

!'<1$. HYERS: I can 9.1 ve f'OU a fe~ th1nqs. I don' have 
much, but fo::- the ·,.;eekc:s.d, he has a 1 C, r-ad1o address 

r··1.C 1-i'fE!<':S: Tl:ns 1s Satu::-day, tomorrow. 

Q Live? 

HS. HYERS: Yes, 10:06 a.m. The same time. 

Q Subject? 

Q Supreme Court. 

MS. MYERS: No, I think at this point it depends on what 
happens. But at this po~nt, we're moving forward with an economic 
message. 

Q ;..:hat, I don't have any pos1.t:1ons today, but stay 
tuned? \ Laught.er 

HS. !•fYERS: A:m, you t.r:nng to goad me 1nt.o t..a lk1.ns 

~ 

:,aughte::-- 1 

<-1S. 1•L'ERS: Oka,. .A.nd then, Sunday, as you know, lS the 
l1 t tle bash under the tent, 6: 30 p.m. !"'onday, unclear at this po1.nt. 
Tuesday morn1.ng, he'll have a Democratic leadership meeting at 10:00 
a.m. On 'tJedPesday morning he will meet with the President of Namibia 

http:morn1.ng
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Viednesday morning at 8:30 a.m., and there will probably be some 
kind of an avail in conjunction with that ­

the first head of 
Jd'. r :;,_car. country- to 

the C'EO lunch at_ 

an 
come to t:<c h'h 1 te House. J...nd also or; ~Yed-:::.esda"'/ . '-' 

Thursday 

Q Do you have the name of the President of Namibia? 

MS. HYERS: Yes, I do. President Nujoma. 

Thursday he has lunch with the Vice President. Friday 
he has a lunch meeting and meeting with King Hussein of Jordan. 

Q t'lill we get a photo out of the lunch today? 

HS. MYERS: No. 

Q Still photo? 

package be pet .Lr:t._o Lha:. schcdu; e (-:·.:c-:~t. :.:a J 

MS. f.'lYERS: 

TOP ALL 

\o ­

BOTTOM ALL 

MORE 
I think at some point we' 11 do one. We don't have any plans to do 
one next week at this point, but I would reserve the right to add it. 

Q \'ihat is so special about Monday? Is that being 
held for Supreme Court? 

HS. HYERS: No, there's just a bunch of tentat.lve 
meetlngs on here, but noth:tng 

it .1 s Flag Day, >•:hlch I know lS 

.1mp-o:-tant to all of you. But r:othu...g concrete. It. ;.;as not be1ng 
~cld for anythlng in pan::;.cular. 

Q Is the Court announcement go:tng to be done as soon 
as it's available, you going to wait until Honday? Are you 
goJ.ng to do :tt tomo:r-row? 

MS. HYERS: No, I think it will be done as soon as it's 
made. 

Q So if it's not today, it very probably will be 
tomorrow? 

HS. HYERS: I think that's a reasonable assumption. 

Q Sorry to hear that. 

Q J..re:. you go.1ng to be d.1scuss1-ng ::1ext: '.o:eek ~he 

possib.1l 1-t).' at resurrnng nuclca:- test; ng a::;; t:~:e pi>pc-;· o:;ugges:.t-::L 

NS. NYEES · J::.s you know. ~hat's uD.der n~v 1 cw. I den'~ 

kno·...- 1f lt's someth.tng that -...·c'll be d1sc:-:.rssir,q WlLh C:on.q:-css At.. 

t.h"is po1rcL ihe PresJde:1t_ suppcc::-.s a phased ;:pp:-c;ach. But :r w1ll 
and sec 1: -._,·e ;;,:n..-e any p la:1s t.o ::a lk to Congress. 

(; Do you ha-.,re an:;' ne;./ gu.1dance on Somalia? 

Q 

clarifications on your week ahead. T-uesday, 
Democratic leaders, is that House and Senate? 

MS. MYERS; Yes, House and Senate_ 

Q And Friday, what kind of visit is that for King 
Hussein? 

HS. MYERS: It's a working visit. 

Q i'hll t.bey· have a press c-onference a:'ter>••ards? 

!'<iS NY:t-:RS: 1 ha·.·en · :. seen -::~he tentat 1. ·..:e: schedule. but I 

http:possib.1l
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1-'iS i<iYERS: Yes. I'm a L.ttle confused abouL the 

cor:fus:.on, to tell you the truth, but 

Q So are we. 

MS. HYERS; Yes, I guess that's clear. Let me just make 
this as clear as I can. At Vancouver, President Yeltsin and 
President Clinton agreed to meet regularly at the summit level. 
President Yeltsin invited President Clinton to Moscow, President 
Clinton accepted. .~s Secretary Christopher said in Athens yesterday, 
the details of that visit have not been formally conf:._rmed or 
announced. .::..:nd I '..;as slmply :::-espond.1ng t.o a:: erroneous w1:·e repon_ 
that sugqcst.ed ctl.-..::r..,~se. 

r-:s. t-1YE?..S: it • s not 

the point I was trying to make 
was that a report suggesting that that had been confirmed is just 
-,.·rang. 

Q Nell, the report didn't say it had been confi~-med, 
it said that it was planned. 

MS. MYERS: It was planned. There are no specific plans 
at this point for that, anything else. But, yes, we will meet 
regularly with Yeltsin. 

Q Aga.1n, you're not rulu1g out a meet.1ng bet:·ween t.he 
.Pres.1dcnt and ?:-es1dcnt ":'clts n ;:::;n t.~lat :_1me f ramc 7 

Q De-c- Dee. d::.dn'l t.he PresF.lent r-ece:ve ?:.--::s~dcnt. 

1-'iubarak of Egy-pt here ear l1.et· ::.his yea:r·? 

HS. MYERS: Yes. 

Q Isn't he from Africa? 

MS. MYERS: I guess that' s right. 

Q Oooooh. (Laughter. 

Q How many countries 

i>1S. HYERS: Th.J.t' s rHJht.. (Laughter. \ 
mistake. 

Q One last th~ng on t:hc IRS. The Wh::.. te P.ou::;8 J s not 
look109 1nto th"l::.~ story at all, o-:.- ;.;hether lt's tn:e or not.. ~>'he .>.s? 

MS. MYERS: No, no, no. ~\'e are looking into 

what The 
Pest reported today, think will be part of the review. Whether or 
not lt was a ­

Q It will be part of the review? 

HS. HYERS: Let JUSt be clear. Whether or not lt was 
appropr.1at.e for the IRS to 1nvest1qate or not lnvest.J.qat:e Ul:.n\1 ;­

someth.::.ng completely outSJde of our pu:r-vJ.c·~;. ?ie cilj not :-.ave dn·,· 
contact "w'J.th the iRS 

T 'd ha·,_.-e t~) refer you LJ 

t.hem fer ,_..-h-y· thc:v· made a declSlOn to go the1-e. 

But the Wh.Lt.e House lSn' t cur.1ous as to whether it" ;..·as done or not? 

MS. MYERS: WelL .::.t' s not something that we have any 
control over. 

http:someth.::.ng
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Q You would acknowledge, I would assume, that it's 
certainly at the very· least, a large coincidence that you'd have one 
official apparently threaten to bring the IRS into the travel office 
thing, and the IRS suddenly auditing an outfit that hadn't even filed 
a ta.'- return yet. 

MS. MYERS: No one here, unless you guys correct me ­

c-o;;;_a::_'t t.::.em; t:hcy say :...:-:at we d1dn · L contact them. 1 t you want 

you contact them dl I·ect ly. I can't answer that. 

Q But that's something you're not curious about? 

Q But it's against the law for them to answer that 
question unless the govenlment and the person audited or company 
audited agree to waive the privacy laws. Would you perhaps work with 
the IRS to get the privacy law waived so that they could answer the 
question of why they showed up in Smyrna? 

MS. MYERS: I'll take that. I don't know what the IRS's 
process are. 

Q I'm JUSt askH·,g because you keep saying contact the 
IRS about wh':-' they· d:d LhaL The only way t..hcy could an.s-;..ccr 1 s . ~ 
they ·F:olated ':he law. 

Q Does the President think it's appropriate for a 
sen.:.:.or off.:.:.cial of this Wh.J..te House to call the FBI and say, if you 
don't come in and don't come in immediately v.'e' 11 bring in the IRS? 

HS. MYERS: Again, we're conducting a thorough review to 
determine exactly what happened. 

Q Dee Dee, the problem is that Hack McLarty is the 
action officer both on the case itself and the after-

action 
investigation. 

HS. HYERS: The action that we've taken here is we've 

launched t-h1s :nve~t::.gat.ion :~ :._s ongo1ng. It wi 11 be complet.cd 
relat.l·.reJ:.·· suo:-: 'lie th1nJ.: 1t. ;...·:ell pro·ndc d :.:--,.:::,r:::.n.Jg:-: '";f 

happe:-1cd ar:d w:c ·_,;1:: :nake: appnli=::-~at.c> l da:_ 

back broad-

based energy tax does not have sufficient 
support, would the administration consider supporting in lieu of that 
an increase in the corporate rate, individual rate, back up to 36 
percent 

MS. MYERS: I'm not going to ­

Q 

1n spcnd1ng cuts to make up the d.:.:.f.ference wh.:.:.ch 
;-:ould st.1ll meet. your bas:tc pr1nc:tples::· 

MS. MYERS: I'm not goJ.ng to comment on hypotheticals. 

Q Dee Dee, a couple questions please. One, first on 
the travel office. What is the \-lhite House understanding as to the 
status of the FBI involvement in this case? Is it your understanding 
that they are conduct.1.ng an .J..nvestigation into the original travel 
office case? 

MS. MYERS: You all have it very clear to me that it's 
not appropriate for me to comment on FBI investigations. I would 
refe1· you to them. 

Q f:..nd could you tell us why a mar Hle a mph tbl ous r-ead:-· 
group w.1th ::hat. 
request of t.he Un:;.ted Nat.l.O:>s? t-.~d ·what lS t.he st.~ Lus c-:: c_:-.a.:_ 
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Boutros Ghali told the U.S. his determ.:.nat:..1on of ·..:hat happened 
Somalla last week and what. sLcps he ·...:ant.s t.o t,:ike? 

·A'l t.~: t.Le Jotr.t. St.af f. They' 

:n L;-;e process 8: _pa-:-klng up -'lnd -~: l, be ncada1g !:or the Sr.raltS of 
Hormuz, and ·...:hat. exact.l;.c t.he1r ::::·ole w1ll be lS, I t.h.tnk, unclear at. 

But for operatlonal det:a1ls I would refer you to the 
Pentagon. 

Q You don't know whether Boutros Ghal i has told the 
U.S. what his determination has been regarding the ­

MS. MYERS: No. mean, the decision to make this 
action was obviously a U.S. decision there under U.S. command. 

Q Dee Dee, do you have any idea when the United 
States will be ready to show a reaction to the alleged assasslnat1on 
plot against former Pres:tdem:. Bush? 

i'lS Wi2RS: f:..t i:!--'.:s pol~:::-_ we_' 

r-n'ERS: i<i·;' t;DdE'l·st:and·ng 1s that lt 's wrapp.1ng t;p. 
but 1 :_ • s nor. done 

Q A11d one othe1· question on that subject. Is there a 
sense in the Nhite House that there has, assuming the reports are 
confirmed in some way, that there has to be a reaction, that you 
can't let this sort of thing slide without doing something? I'm not 
asking you to tip your hands as to the attack, but you've got to do 
something, don' t you? 

MS. HYERS: Well, I think we' 11 take whatever action we 
deem is appropriate based the information in the report. 

Q Would you be guided by history in such a decision? 

NS. ?1YERS: VIc' re u}·,.;ays g:.:.1ded by h1story 1:1 t.!us 

adnun1st rat lOn. 

Q Dee Dee, t.he tilibuste:::· or the cloture, the fa1.lure 
to get cloture on the Senate Flnance Committee 

on the campaign 
finance reform last night, does that mean that your proposal for 
campaign finance reform is in trouble? 

NS. MYERS: No. believe Senator Boren and others are 
working to try to work out some kind of compromise. Obviously, we're 
disappointed that Republicans have chosen to filibuster this bill. 
The President proposed it. He believes it reflects the will of the 
A.-nerican people to get real campaign finance reform to make races 
more competltJ.ve, to open the airwaves ..:...nd we're go:tng to cont1nue 
to push for 1.t. 

MS. MYERS; No change. No change. 


Q Are you still waiting for something from the Air 

Force? 

MS. NYERS: Yes. 

Q Any indication as to how soon? 

MS. MYERS: No. As I said before, they said mid-

June, 
which J.S com1ng up. But I don't know spec1.fically ·when. 

Clintcn 

NS. r<lYER.S: She may be famlllar w:th them, but. she' not 

ln·...-ol.vec :tr:: t:he process, 

Q Is she at the luncheon meeting? 

Q She's not actively 
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MS. HYERS: No. 

Q She's not? 


Q Who was at the lunch today? 


MS. MYERS: Just the President ­

Q Just the <?resldcr:t. a:;.d t.hc 2udge? 

!"lS . MYERS: Ye 5 

!·iS. 1'-iYERS: No. Although. as has been reported, he met 

wlth some f:'::llks yesterday and he may talk Wlt.h others. But the lunch 
will be the Pres;;.dent and t.he Judge. 

Thank you. 

Q 

on the Durenberger amendment, the alternative to 

1.!:: the Pr-esldent' s taker: a posl t 10n on 1t.. 

Q The briefing is over with. {Laughter.) 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 
E~'D 12:58 P.M. EDT 

;;as­
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i-~: . i·i. EDT 

THE ?RESIDE:NT: Thanks for the introduction, Wolf_ 

(Laughter.) 


Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I'd like to make a 
couple of opening remarks. Flrst, let me say that this morning I had 
a good talk with Judge Ginsburg, complimenting her on her very moving 
statement yesterday. And I assured her that we were moving ahead 
with this confirmation process. I spoke with Senators Eiden and 
Thurmond and Hatch and asked them to work with me to assure the 
speediest possible confirmation consistent with the Senate doing its 
duty. At any rate, I am confident that she will be ready to assume 
her position on the Supreme Court when the fall term beg~ns ~n 
Oct.ober. 

of both pr-oduce:­

lust. fe·...; 

year low .1.11 mortgage rates, a seven-

year high in housing sales, and have mightily contributed to the 
introduction into this economy of 755,000 new jobs, well over 90 
percent of them in the private sector. 

(DEFAt.TLT) 
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I am confident that the continuation of this trend 
depends on our ability to pass a strong economic program through the 
Congress, which reduces the deficit, increases investment in our 
future, and is fair in terms of requiring a fair apportionment of the 
burden. The plan that the House passed, t:hat the Senat-e Flnar:ce 
Comm1.t.tee is now dealing ~ith, for every SlO t.hat the def1c1t. 1;; 

reduced, S5 comes from spending cuts. $3.75 from upper 1ncome people, 
$1.25 from the nuddle c.lass, and families with u1eomes under $30 
are held ha::-mless 

I hope that the p.t-lnciples _ ha·....·e outl:tned '>·llll be 
honored as tf'.is program mo\.·es through the Congress. The Senate 
F:..nance Committee has some tough dec~sions to make. I don't expect 
to agree •·;ith all of them, but I thlnk they will produce a bill. 
think the Senate w1.ll produce a bill ..'md then we can go on t.o 
conference and see what the final shape of the economic plan that the 
whole Congress will vote on will be. 

I 'm encouraged ­

quite upbeat -- by the reports I've 
received from Senator Moy'Tlihan, Senator Hit.chell and others about the 
progress be1-ng made there, and I just want to encourage the Senate to 
move forward. 

Finally, let me say t.hat the Senate 1s dealtr:g ·,.,·u.h 

another very d1 f f 1cult and ver;.r important :.ssue ::.m~·, and t.hut' 
campaign tl.na::-J.ce refo:::m. I ha·-.re be] levcd [or· a long ~.lme- ~f:at. 

can't get thorough go1:1g econom"tc reform 1:< our country unt 1l ·,.;e have 
pollt:.cal :·eform. That requ.1res t.he lobby reform lcg.::_slat.Jnn t.hat. 1s 

mu~·1.ng 1 ts ·.-.·a:-.r t.!1rough Congress; but, very .lmportanLly, campa.1gn 
finance :reforrn to lower che cost. of campa1gns, reduce the influence 
of spec.1al lnterests and ?;..cs, and open the a~rwaves to more honest 
debate. 

The troubling thing, obviously, is that the Republican 
senators have announced that they may yet again filibuster a bill. 
A..'1d the thing that particularly troubles me about this one is that 
several Republicans voted for a bill not unlike this last year, which 
contained public financing. If, in fact, this filibuster occurs, it 
will be the second time that. Republican senators who voted for a 
p~ece of progressive legislation when there was a Republican in the 
White House have now voted against it and have filibustered it. The 
first was on the motor voter bill where eventually we were able to 
work out the problems and get a bill passed. 

But I think th~s is very, very important. And I very 
much hope that t.he senators ·will reconsider and let. this blll go 
forward. >-Je need to pass a strong campaign finance reforrn btll t.h1s 
year. Polit..tcal ::-efo-:_ln and cconomH:: reform in my JUdgment over- the 
long run must go hand in hand, and t.1me .lS long Slnce past: when 
should ::<>ve campa::cgn f "Lnanc<O' :-efon-;;_ 

cuqht. t.o g.l\/C Br'lt. h1s 

follow-


up. (Laughter. 1 

Q hope you don't mind if follow-

up on another 
subject, s~r. In the House ­

THE PRESIDENT: You know what I 'rn really upset about? 
You got a honeymoon, and I did.'l.'t. (Laughter.) 

Q Yes, SlY, bL:.t yot: got to end :.L. iLaug~t.er. ·i 

T.>-!E ?EESIDF:NT: :;.;ell. :;_et..'s exte:od it then. go ahead. 

a s;:::mc ;.:hat. mut :::_nous mood as they ·watch c:.e 
dcllbt--oratJor:s 1n the Senate on your econom::cc program, and I •m 
·.,;o;,der:;_:-,g. s1r, what. do you say to them to assure them that the tough 
·,rot.e they felt they· cast for your program was not ~n va1.n and that 
you haven't really cut the rug out from under them. 

T'rlE PRESIDENT: Well, I've not. cut the rug out from 
under them at all. I have not agreed to any provision that the 
Senate Finance Committee is deliberating. There • s been no agreement 
on any issue. I have set out principles -- $500 billion in deficit 
reduction; a deficit reduction trust fund for all the ta..""< increases 
and spending cuts; at least $250 billion in spending cuts, although 
would like some more cuts and some less taxes. Seventy-

five percent 
of the burden has to fall on upper­

I 
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ha\.re talked to, oh. probably :;.5 of t.he member·s 1n the last ·..;cc}: 

JUSt in that Caucus and many other mernbers of the House, J..S that. the 
pr1.nciples that I outlined are still there and that we' 11 do our best 
to artJ..culate those as the Senate deals with this bill. 

But the real test will be what happens in the conference 
and what the final bill looks like that the House and the Senate will 
vote on. And, again, I'm quite encouraged that we'll get a bill out 
that they• 11 feel good about. They made it clear to me what they 
felt most strongly about. And the two things above all were the 
earned income ta.--..;_ credit for the working poor, which is an important 
part of our welfare reform incentive, and the empowerment zones for 
the depressed urban and rural areas. 

And there are all kinds of parliamentary issues that, as 
you know, the Senate has to cons~der ~n all this. but J 'm conf 1dent:: 
that. in the end the b.:lll that. they vote ln the House t.o ~~end t..s me 

for s.1gnatu.:::e w1ll have those t.hings u1 1-t. 

Q Mr. ?n~s~dent, do you perce1ve a loss ot publlc 
:::ontldcncc your pres:dency because of <o~avcr1ng dom.est.1cal 
£orc-1.gn pol1.cy? And what_ do you plan to do about lt ,;_f 

'T'B:E PRESIDENT: No. 

Q 

there is such a thing? You don't -

ThE PRESIDENT: ~-Jell, there J.s no o,.;avcr1ng. l[ somE'bu=i·;-· 

had -::.old you at Chr1st.rr:astimc, Helen, t.hat. bj' June t..hc 1st we· d t'l--'L'C· 

,_memplo;..'1'<1ent unde:- percent :or tne r1.r.:st t.1me u~ :-·ear­

and-

half, 

755,000 new JObs; a 20­

year low in .1nterest rates; a seven-

year high 
in housing sales; that the United States would have led a global 
effort to support Boris Yeltsin; sign the global warming treaty 
that actually happened on ­

mean, the Biodiversit:y· Treaty 

that. 
actually happe-n.,;d on June the 4th; pass farrnly lea·,;e and pass the 
motor· ·voter leg:sla:. .1on: repeal ':he -gag n1Le ar-.d the ba:1 on fetal 

resc~.rch, I'd .sa~.: most. people would t.h.l..r.k t.hat -..._,as a prett.y decisJ.ve 
record; t.:-rat we w·ould ha.,_.-e mo.,_-ed th:s budget through the House ot 
Representat..:;,._..-es, sent. it to the Senate 

much tougher decisions than 

required in the Reagan budget in 1981, on a faster t.rack ­

on a 
faster track ­

thlnk people would have sa;d at C'hnstmast_;_mc. 
that.' s pret.t.y good and dec:s: .ce :-ecord_ 

be ~ompe.lled t.o do that 
.::;,-;:- ~;ometh:ng ·ve:.:-· nea~~ llkE- l.t lf the~' :,.;ant. to get anyth.1ng done over 
"c.here. P..t1d I th1r1k we're go1ng forward. 1 l1ke the Supreme Court 
Judge that I plcked. I don't th.1nk lt shows any waver1.ng at all on 
that. 

Q You don't think there is a public feeling that 
you're indecisive? I mean, on the ­

http:waver1.ng
http:decisJ.ve
http:orc-1.gn
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THE PRESIDENT: ~·.iell. all 'm t.elllr,q you i_s 

Q 

highly touted issues ­

the budget, Bosnia. 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me tell you somet:hing about Bosnia. 
On Bosnia, I made a decision. The United Nations controls what 
happens in Bosnia. I can..."'1ot unilaterally lift the arms embargo. 
didn't change my mind. Our allies decided that they weren't prepared 
to go that far at this time. They asked me to wait, and they said 
they would not support lt. I dldn' t change my mind . 

.:c..nd as far as Llw budge c., L don· t: 

how ca:1 you say 
that'? No l?res1dent 's budget has beer: taken seriously th1s to·..:n 
for a dozen years. Three-

quarters of the Republicans in the House of 
Representatives voted against President Bush's last budget. I sent a 
budget up there that passed ­

a budget resolution passed on time for 
the first time in 17 years. And we're out here fighting for these 
tough decisions. How could anybody say 

this lS the most dec~s:;.·,;e 

presidency you've had 1n a very- long t.:Lme on all t...he b~g r:;;sue;.; U:~n:. 

matter. 

Jmd I m1ght say. all t..hc hea~ ;.;e're get..t-1ng from pcn;:lc 
beca:~se of the dec1s:ions :::::at have heen madt• :Jot hcr<:~us<:? ;::-,f -· 

that ha·,.·en' ~... 

C 1-1::.·. Prcs.1dent, s1nce the Urn ted States began 
bombJ.ng Somalia, the Pak.1stan:1 peacekeepers on the ground opened 
f ll·e on c:;.v:ilians. There have been repon.s that civilians have died 
as a result of our act~on. We haven't heard from you since Saturday 
on this subject. What lS your assessment of the U.N. action there? 
.'\.."1d how much longer is the U.S. bombing going to go on? 

TI-rE PRESIDENT: Well. the action that we took was, I 
think, appropriate in response to what happened, which is that 
Pakistani peacekeepers were ambushed and murdered. There • s no 
question about that. The action that we took was designed to 
minimize as much as we possibly could any damage or any injury or any 
death to civilians. 

~<Jhat happened with the Pakistanis is in some doubt in 
the sense that they're saying the first time they "''ere ambushed, they 
were ambushed b;_.' people who stood bch.1nd women and chlldrcr.. and used 
them as a defense. And as I understand .1t, the U.N. lS try::..ng to get 
to the bottom of that. T expect them to do lt and to take 
app::..opr-late act:.1on and to t.ake every· appropr1at.c step to make sure 
that. :..1. N. peacekeepers do not 

co not ~ 

cause injury or death to 
innocent people in Somalia. That is the United Nations' job and the 
United States ex-pects them to do it, 

Q Vie've also gone from being the heroes in Somalia 
now to apparently a feeling in the towns themselves of "yankee, go 
home." I mean, are you concerned that this action is sort of 
becoming counterproductive? 

THE PRESIDENT: I th1nk that on bdlance. I Stll.i bei.1e·~·e 

t.hat most people 1n the c~unt.ry· th1nk tftat ·-Ne came 1n there, W'("' ended 
sta:r,;atlon, ~-c ended brutal1zat :_on. :..:e ended -,noler:.cc, ·..:e opcr:.ed up 
t.he count:rf aga1n tc the o.t c1v.lllzat1.on. 1 am -.~·ery so1·ry 

Bu: we cannot have a Sltuat.Lon 
where one of these wa,-lo'::"ds, ·.-.·r.::.lc evec::bod:-' else ::.s cooperatlng, 
dec::.des thaL he can go 0'-.lt and slaughte:::- 20 peacekeepers_ .c..nd so, 
yes, ther-e have been some tens1.ons a.s a result of that. But we had 
to take approp1·::.ate actlOn. And I hope very much that we can get 
back to the peacekeep.1.ng function as soon as possible. 

http:peacekeep.1.ng
http:c1v.lllzat1.on
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Q t-.'!r. President, the attack against the peacekeepers 
in Somalia raises quest~ons about the safety of U.N. forces 
every-where. As you send AmerJ.can troops into Macedonia, how much 
risk are you exposing them to and will the United States take action 
when U.N. peacekeepers are attacked? 

THE PRESIDENT: The United States has made it clear that 
we would take action if U.N. peacekeepers were attacked in Bosnia. 
And obviously, we're going to protect our own soldiers. I believe 
that. the Macedonian deployment carries minimal risk and carries 
maximum gain in terms of the statement that we don't intend to see 
this conflict widen. 

Sue.. I th.1nk that. all ..-\mer :cans kno•~· and have t.o know 

\·Jade. Can 1·ou teil rne i"lo"' comfortable you are w"LtL her ::h.s;~>2ngc­

the whole t;,eoretlcal construct to that landmark ruling, and whet:.he1· 
you feel confldent that she will, once on the Court, meet what you 
had sald during the campaign was your concerns about continuing ­

Tr!E PRESIDENT: I thin.'< if you read the lecture, she is 
clearly pro-

choice in the sense that she believes the government 
should not make that decision for the women of America_ She 
disagrees with the rationale of the decision. I'm not sure I agree 
with her, as a matter of fact, on that issue, but 1 thought it was a 
very pro·.tocat.l·v·e a:1d "Lmpress"Lve argument.. !;..nd she, as a m.=::.t.er of 
fact l have ah;ays r_hnuqh:::. that. Roe ·~·- i·Jade 'ha:::~ ::.r.e :nose· .::hf:' 

case dec:ded :;_n the last. yeurs :Cecat.:se i:.. NdS sue}; d dtf :- ·­

lSS:..:e and that. t:he Cou::-t.. '"'ould ha·-<'e had 

dld the best it could 
under the circumstances. She made a very interesting alternative 
suggestion, but there lS no suggest~on ~n any of her writings that 
she's not pro-

choice. And that was to me the important thing. 

Q How much ­

can I follow? How much did you 
actually discuss legal theory with her? Can you g~ve us some sense 
of ­

I'd 

read t:he writings and they'd been widely discussed. I talked to her 

when we -- we talked for about an hour-

and-

a-

half, I talked to her 
a little b1t and asked her about a couple of cases that she had been 
associated with :tn the b:.lslness law area und a couple of t.hc cases 
she fought for women·s rlght:s on, JUSt t.o sort of talk about. chem, t:o 
get. a feel for 1t.. ."-.11d we talked a llt_t.le blt about: one of: t.he 
:rell.glous liberty cases she dealt wJ.th l.nvolv.lng the r1ght of a 
soldH:-r ':::.0 ,_.,·ea:r· a yarmulke Aga1n, :r JUSt wanted to hear her talk 
about. thut. That: whole ::cssue of rel::cglous freedom ::cs a vei"y blg 

1.:• mv Judgment and I ,..,·anted to hear her dlscuss lt. 

Q Did you discuss homosexual rights with her? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not at alL It never came up. 

Q And are you at all concerned about some of her 
rulings that area? 

THE PRESIDEh"T: No. 

Q Mr. President, we understand you're about to make a 
decis~on on the future of the space station, one way you could 

http:llt_t.le
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quickly cut some government spending. Could you let us in on your 
thoughts? We know there are various proposals -- big, medium, 
little, none at all. And also, the supercollider, since there's a 
considerable amount of opposltlon t.o that as well. 

T:--!:E PRESIDENT: \·l'c:!-L L • L :v.. \/e statements o:: Lhem 1n 

:_he· space s~a::.Jon, f:J.rst. of all, l ·want. to sa:,: 1s a word of 
compllmc;-;r_ te: ~he Vest CommlSS.lon that JUSt complet.ed 1ts re·-.r1ew . 
.;;.nd not onl~/ of the space sta:..1on, but of the management strt.tcture of 
N.;;s..; and how t.hey interrelate. A.,.""1d they make some very provocat1ve 
and thought-

provoking and I thought very important recommendations 
and suggestions about how not only this project should be dealt with, 
but about how NASA should operate the project and should proceed. So 
I have them under review. 

I do think it • s important to recognize that the space 
station offers us the potential of working with other nations and 
continuing our lead in a very important area and having a significant 
tecr..nological impact; and that in the aftermath of all the cutbacks 
in defense and what.. they mean for science and technology, it is 
something that we should, .1r: ;n;-· Judgment, cons.1de1· very ca:-efuJ ly. 
::eep 1.n m.tnd, a :ot. of t.i~~ people ·.dw say well.. I don't llke ~_he 

~pace stat.1on, or l don·c. rea:~y :_hu:k ;::l-.e s·..:.p<2<-:'ollldcr 1s the best 
;_~se of. our- .ur.··t~stme:1t.S ;n phys:cs. :..hey rna/ DC· a:·q~;ln~ at:.o:.;t :::Jl:-10:­

Q It sounds like you're going to continue ­

THE PRESIDENT: V1ell, wait and see what I say. I'm 
going to issue a very careful statement to the Congress in the next 
few days, which will outline my position. 

Q In regard to Judge Ginsburg, do you have any 

regrets about the process which led to her nomination ­

Q 

Mr. Babbitt and Mr. Breyer's 

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, I strongly dispute that 
hung them out. I regret the leaks. But 1. t' s not fi:nr to say hung 

I called hun, I ;..·ant t.o 
knc"" :1 f the count. ry ca:-: a i: or=-:: t..G lose 
·rne ~.::-;.;t:--. ::.s 

and sal.d this yesterday: ~ w~ll say it agaln ­

I've 
never seen such an outpouring of support for any public official in 
my adult lifetime as we got for Bruce Babbitt to continue as Interior 
Secretary while we work through the issues in the Northwest and deal 
with a lot of these other issues. 

I think ­

...,.1.ll say aga.1n 

i thu;k Steven Breyer 1s 
superbly· qual1f1ed to be 0:1 t.h.c Supreme Court. I Uunk bot.h oi them 
-..;ould have been conflrmed by '-·er:--· large marglns. have no doubt ln 
mv m1.nd of. that. ::::-eally bell eve that she was the best candidate at 

http:complet.ed
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t.h:<.s t.:.me. :: was .mmen:::el lr:1pressed wit:h the kind of in>'"ler strength 
and character that she demonstrated out there in the Rose Garden 
:-.·esterday, and that's why I picked her. But do I regret the fact 
that there were leaks and that that may have exposed them more than 
they would other,.;ise have been? I certainly do. And I'd be happy to 

you kno·...,, we ought to do better with that. And if somebody's got 
any suggestions about how I can, I'd like to have them. 

Q Sir, we have not had the opportunity to ask you 
your reaction to the derogatory remarks about you that were 
reportedly made by the Air Force General in Europe. How did you feel 
when you heard about that? ~·::..nd why have t-olerated it the way you 
ha-ve? 

THE PREST[I~NT: F_:tr:-o;L o~ <Jll. 1 have not tolerated lt.. 

:ho<_:ght w;:;s approp:: l<lt.. e. The ;o..l:' For-ce 1 s 
I ::ave been fully· br.1efed on J.t. I had cwo 

feel.:;_ngs about H., frankly. For me personally, I didn't care; people 
say whate'-··er they want to say about me personally. It had no impact 

.t..nd I thought, well, here's a guy who's served his country 
and, you know, so what if he doesn't like me and he doesn't know me 
from Adam 

so, you know, he's just repeating something he's heard. 
But for a general officer to say that about the 

Commander-

in-

Chief l$ a 

_._ L t.hat. :1dppe: i.:"'d 

A:--.d 

They· r-e go1ng t.o 
make a report once they have all t.he facts, and then they w.tll 

there will be some action taken. But I don't think that I should 
personally intervene as long as the Air Force is doing what is 
appropriate. 

Q You say you •ve been briefed on the situation, and 
we • ve been told by your folks that this ·..;ould be resolved by the 
middle of June. V.ie • re at that point What have they told you so 
far? 

Fore.;: felt \-·er-;.· s:.t-or:cJl·,· t.bat. someone should ~F' t_o Eu:-ope, •' 1d 

exact1·:· -....·!1at. ha;:;pc:1cd, geL 0<; l :.:--.c- fac-ts. dnd ~d;:C' ~<ppn.)pi<.:3t.~' 

d"'.. lCi!.. 

confirmed, though, to you that he said it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know if the fact-

finder has come 
back from Europe. A.Jd I have not gotten the final report yet. All 
I've gotten so far is second­

hand stuff. 

Q Mr. President, on Bosnia, could we take your 
carller remarks here today to mean chat you are now revlSltlng a 

tougher pol ley on Bosn1a and that y·ou mlqht go back to ::he Eur-opeans 

THE PRESIDE!·IT: >>Jell, let.. me -...rouldn' t charact.<:- r .1 ze 
1t qu.lte that way, but let me restate what I said before. T JUSt 
;.,·ant to make .tt clear that I don't th1nk an un·..;ill1ngness to move 
alone 1n Bosn.1a on arms embargo issues. and we supported bombing to 
support 

if you will, if you remember ­



ARMS Email System 

the position we had was 
that we would support the use of air power to back up a freeze of 
heavy artillery in place while the arms embargo was equalizing the 
opportunity that the sides had to work out their business. ~'ie 

thought that would lead, frankly, to a cease-

f:1.re and ultimately ::.o a 
peace agreement 

·:J: sc_:ppcrt :;_ t 1:: the U:-1: :~ed Na<_ l :::ms. and :.he Russ1ar:s sa 1d the same 

L;-,.J.;:<g, t.hc;: all agreed to leave t-he opt1on on the t.able 1-t their 
other- ef:torts ±rtllcd. ~-.ihat I want t..o reafflrm to you lS that that lS 
st.I..ll my posl.t:ton. l stlll th1nk that they may be the only way we 
can them to have a real meaningful cease-

fire and a real meaningful 
peace agreement. And that option was never taken off the table. The 
Brit.1sh and French and the Russians never said to me flat out they 
would never go along. They said they thought they could do better. 
It seems to me that the political situation has deteriorated since 
then. And my position has not changed. But I am willing to work 
with them to do what we can do_ 

Q Sir, the NAFTA, the agreement with Hexico, you're 
going to take jobs down there and plants down 

they'll leave the 
J:Jb.:> ;_•acanl here and :..a.ke :~{.> ra:-:t dv-~·r. ::.hc:-e Hew w·Ll1 

yoc.: f 1gure that. t.hey can make enough goods 1n NexJ.co at those low 
rates and the U.S_ brought in plants 

how do you figure that they 
can buy goods up here? VJe won't have anybody up here to sell ­

we 
won't have anybody hp here to make goods in our plants 

plants 

seli 

T:o-iE PRESIDENT: Well, that's the argument against NAFTA, 

but I don • t. believe ::hat will happen, and I' 11 tell you why. 

Q 

you see it? 

THE PRESIDE~"T: Yes, I ca.n see 2t. Look what's happened 
1r. t.he last five yea-:.--s Ther-e ha·y·c bee:-1 any :l.J..nnber of plants that 
have moved 1nt:o r"iexi.CO; they ~-a.-: con:..lnu>:c' :..o do Lhat. :1ow unde1- t.!1e 

present. la--.· The 1-laqcnllado.--a. LH"C has been extended well be}.-::_;:-:d U'.e 

have a $6­

billJ.on trade surplus. Last month, they replaced Japan as 
the second biggest purchaser of our manufacturing products. There 
are over 80 million Mexicans. As their incomes go up, they will buy 
more from us. If we can work out an agreement with them, we will 
then be able to move to similar agreements with countries even 
further from us, but in our region in Latin America, like Argentina 
and Venezuela and other countries, and I believe that that will 
create far more jobs than it will cost. There will be some changes, 
but I believe that NAFTA "'·ill help us to create jobs. 

Now, I promised to hear from you, and then I've got to 
go. Go ahead. 

Q t.he budget. al t.!;ough y::;u are comm:::.t.ed. 
say, t.c a S'::CO 

http:comm:::.t.ed
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.1n a f.lJHl budget.. bJ.ll are you wlll1.ng to accept. a f1.nal 
reconc.lJ.atJ.on package that includes a scaled~ 

down energy tax and 
some eliminatJ.on of certain corporate tax incentives, such as 
suggested by Senator Bradley 

specifically a minimum tax, 
elimination of VAT tax, elimination of expensing provisions in a 
final bill, particularly if interest rates remain low? 

THE PRESIDENT: The most important thing is to get the 
deficit reduction -- have the ta.x: burden be very progressive, fall 75 
percent. on the wealthy and have at least as many spending cuts as you 
do tax :tncreases. 

Let me answer verl specl_flca1ly your questlons. And let.. 
me JUSt tell ou t.hat 1.:1 general, t H·st of all, I have an enormous 
re::.;pect i:(Jr Senator Bra.dley; and I t..hu::k the 'BS t.ax .:--efonn act.. d1d 
d:~ a·wf:ul io:. o£ good .in cl1mHtat"Lrrg a lot. oi loopholes. deduct.:.ons 
and t.h>..:-,gs t:hat. 1t.' s ve::-:,_. (hff:.cult. co argue for and J.n cryJ.ng to get 
r·ates do•·•n. 

Now having sa.1d that, I stJ.ll belJ.eve that there is a 
distinction to be made between investment and consumption by 
businesses and indivictuals; and that the tax system of this country 
should at the ver.t least not penalize investment. I have favored 
some changes in the alternative minimum ta..x because I believe the way 
it operates now you put people in a very difficult position when they 
want to go invest in plant and equipment if it triggers the 
alternative minimum tax burden, even when they're just investing. 
So, I would like to see scnne modification in that. 

He may have some ideas about how we can have a better 
modification or maybe he says we don't need as much money, but 
tlunk conceptua1l y importa:<t The second t.hing, the small bus 1 ;;r.:•ss 
commun.1ty 1.s the ma;or generator of JObs 1n AmerJ.:::::a. has bPer. f~:;r :.he 
last 12 years. The.1r JOb genera.t.:ng ca.pac1ty :.as slowed r·e~ently 

because .1t. cost.s a lot of ext.r·a money· to rure an employee and because 
of uncerta.1nt.1es H1 the economy. r bel.1eve J.f ·we lncr·ea.se the small 

::.o S25, :hat for 
l'llll.:ons of small bus1nesspeople ou::. U1ere who are c.he backbone of 
tlllS econom·:'· they w.1lJ :.hen see t.hc w1.sdom in cont.1nU.1ng to 1.nvest, 
cont: 1. nu;;.ng to e:·:pand, and a lot of people m.1ght i1.1re one more person, 
cwo more people, t:hree more people J.n ways that wlll create jobs for 
the economy. 

In the end this is a jobs package. So, there is an 
expensing provision in the tax code right now for small business; 
JUSt think it ought to be bigger and I think it's a job generator. 

I'll see you in a couple of days. 

Q In a couple of days? 

TH:E PRESIDENT: A couple of months. (Laughter.) 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 
EhUl2:28 P.M. EDT 
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THE \\'HITE 

Off 1.ce of 
HOUSE 

the· Pn:'3S Secret.-ar;· 

Old t-~am.:.ly· Dining Room 

12: 4 0 P. 1'-1. EDT 

Tim PRESIDENT: I'd just like to make one comment to 
reinforce the importance of passing this economic plan. v;e 've got 
interest rates now down to a 20­

year low and home mortgage rates. 
A.."1d this new headline: "Inflation Slows, Rates Holding." That's the 
d~rection we want. Vle want a steady recovery. A11d we have got to 
pass this econom1.c plan and do it in the near future to ensure that 
that goes on. 

Let me JUSt ment1_on one statist."l.c. ln the flrst. four 
months of this admlnlst::.-at:or:, we had 1.30,000 new const:-uctlon JObs 
1" th:r.s country because of lo,,.,· lnterest rates. Tha-..: -...s ::..he largest.­

e-=onom:/ back 1.f we pass '-.he plan. qct. the def1cl:.. down, keep the 
lnt.erest rat.es down. and keep t.he 1:1vestment flow:tng to create JObs 
J.n the country·. 

And I th1nk it is terribly important. .J:md I just wanted 
to emphasize that to impress upon the country the importance of what 
the United States Senate is grappling with now. They simply have to 
pass th~s plan and go for..;ard. 

Q Do you think that there will be a deal? And will 
it have a significant enough 
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T:-i:E PRESIDE!'·IT: I'm encouraged. 

Q 

T:-~E ?RSSIIJENT: ~Ye-ll, it. depends on what the 

let's 
look at the final plan. I think -- you know, the Senate is going to 
change the energy ta.x, but if they have enough deficit reduction and 
they go to the conference committee, I think that they will come out 
ultimately with a bill that I' 11 feel good about. 

Q Mr. President, on another subject, were you 
influenced by the letter­

writ:tng campaign on behalf of Judge 

Ginsburg? Did that help persuade you to take another look at her? 


w::.tt.:tng campaign. saw se-.ren or e 1ght let t.ers for her. 

Q 

influence your decision at all? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, only that a lot of people thought a 
lot of her. There were also good letters for I would say 10 
candidates that I read. I read a lot of letters that came in 

Q The i'<ia.r::nes that are now head..l ng 

Q 

campaign financing ­

the vote on the Hill? 

TrlE PRESIDE:r..'"T: Excuse me? 

Q On the campa::gn financing, have you heard anymore 
about a possible compromise? 

that_ they' 
-•.,:orklng or1 lt, and that t-hey may adopt one wh.1.ch ·.,.;e would : 1.nd 
acceptable. But I want to see what. they do ~ 

Q 

been in communication with ­

TJ·J:E PRESIDENT: A llt.tle b::.t. ',·Je know they·'re t.ry::ng :::o 

work .1 t out. P.nd I'm encouraged. \•H-,at I sa::d ::n re~ponse, t.hn:.k, 
to ~;nd:-ea's qt.J.est;.,on th;..s morrnng, 1.s that :r thJ.nk those f::ve 
Republ.:.c:an ser<dLO::_""S '.,.;ho voted for campa1.gn finance noforrn last year 
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(: Nr. President, 2.200 Man.nes en route to the Somal.L 
coast. Can you shed any l.tght on that? 

Q Thank you. 

Q Enjoy your lunch. 

T.--IE PRESIDENT; Lunchtime. 

Q We don't get any. 

T:'"iE PRESIDE:N"T: You know don't believe that. 
{Laughter. i 

ENDl:~:4~ 1'-1 
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TEXT: 

THE i--ilUTE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For lmmedla te Ee 1case June l:. 1993 

T.H:E ?RESIDENT: Good evening. Lad.1es and gentlemen, 
fJ.rst want to speak with you about a SJ.tuatlon that all of us have 
followed very closely in the last week, and that is the United 
Nations' action in Somalia. 

General Powell reported to me this afternoon that this 
operation is over and that it was a success. The United Nations, 
acting with the United States and other nations, has crippled the 
forces in Mogadishu of warlord Aideed, and remains on guard against 
further provocation. Aideed' s forces were responsible for the worst 
attack on U.N. peacekeepers in three decades. We could not let it go 
unpunished. 

Our obJect::.ves ;.;ere clear: The l..LN. sought to preser·.:c 
the cn::dlb.lllt-" ot peacekcep.:ng .ln Somal1a and around the '"'o:r·ld. 
qet ::he food mov_:nq aqa:u1. and to :restore sccu:-1t:.y 

pa:-t: 1:; 

nat1on must and ·,.,·.:.l~ conL>nue t:::: e:.:on_ qlobal 
leadcrsh'i=' as -...;e ha\;e do::1e th1s week ln Somal.la. 

Here at: home, America is on the move. These past few 
days have been an impressive and lmportant series of victories for 
the American people, Congress has taken major steps to limit the 
J.nfluence of special interest and their money in our lawmaking and in 
our campaigns. Congressional committees have also approved my plan 
for more college loans for the American people and to enable tens of 

http:Somal.la
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thousands of them to pay their loans off by community service through 
their states and nation. 

But the most important thing I want to discuss is the 
progress that is being made, the remarkable progress, on the economic 
plan. Last month the House of Representatives passed the plan to 
reduce the deficit, the first step toward creatlng JObs and 
increasing 1.ncomes. Yesterday. the Senate F1nance Comm~ ttee cl ea::-cd 
the ·"''ay for act1o;;. by the fu1; Senate 

i•iake no mlstake about 
econom.lc hou:::;e ln order Get.t.1:1q t.he eccno<r.y :::acK o:~ ~r,:1:.k 

propose. .:ndeed, have lDS:tsted upon $500 billion .1.11 
deflClt reduction t.o be locked a;.;ay 1.n a deficit reduction t.rust 
fund. ~<Je 1hlll be mak:tng h;._storlc cuts ln the defic1t by making 
h.1storic cuts f ~rst .1n go·-.rernment spending, then by making high-

income Americans pay their fair share so middle-


class Americans ;.rill 

be treated fairly the tax burden, for a change. 


Seventy-

five percent of the new taxes proposed fall on 
the top sn:: percent of the American people ­

those Wlth incomes 
above S:i No·.~·. 

f::;;.r clde.rly people Jus: abo·.;e t.he po'-'·erty l1.:1e, 01· working people 
·usL above the oovcrtv lJ"-C so that the w·ealthy won't pay so much. 
I'm here ton;,_ght to say to yot.: and to the Amer~can people that ! will 
draw the llne here We have to reduce the def.1c.1t by reducing the 
unfa:trness of the ta;..;_ patterns of the 1980s and, once again, asking 
all ..W..mericans to do what is right and fair. We can't simply balance 
the budget on the backs of the old, the sick, the veterans and those 
who work hard, but are just barely making ends meet. It's not right. 

Let • s look at what's at stake here. First of all, this 
chart shows that if we do nothing, the inherited deficit, what we 
found when I came into office, will go up by 1998 to about $400 
billion a year. If this deficit reduction plan is passed, we will 
cut $500 billion out of the deficit. That's the difference in this 
line and that . 

.:'>.s all of you kno-,..,, a:1d as you've polnted out. 1.n var-iou::; 
way·s .tn the last. f.cw weeks, J JUSt got here F.r1d I may have a lot to 
learn, but i d1d:-<' t. c-cat..e t.hc no-d l1 ne What. l 'm tr:'lng to do lS to 
change the ;-ed l1;-:.e and ::)r·1n·:; tl"-.e ::e:lc-:·~: ~Ele ln ..tmd let me say. to 

Hut lool-: w:1at thls defl.Clt reductlon plan alone Wlll do. 
;..·ant to emphas1::e once agau1, because there's been so much talk 

about t.axcs, that tiu.s is the most progressive tax plan th1.s country 
has seen ln decades. Two­

thJ.rds of the money will be paid by people 
with incomes above $200,000. Seventy percent of the economic gains 
of the last decade went to the top one percent of the American 
people. They are in a position now to pay more to help make this 
economy move aga.1n, and they will. 

This is the monthly payment, if my full economic plan is 
passed, by people with incomes above $200,000. And you can see what 
happens here t:.o the plan with an actual modest break for people at 
the bottom end of the income scale. This is a very progrcssJ.ve and 
fa.1r plan. 

people "-1Lh ::1comes below Sl~)O, 


7<lr>HlH~C:' wtt.h :n.:::::omes bclo-;.; $30,000 are held harmless 1r1 t.hJs 

p-rogram. 


Now, that's the way this program works. Five dollars in 
spending cuts, $3. 75 in taxes from the wealthiest Americans, $1.25 in 
taxes from the middle class. It's fair and it's balanced. And 
hope that the Congress will adopt it. 

Let me say that as I open the floor to questions, the 
real issue here is whether we will reverse the pattern of the last 12 
years where Presidents send budgets to Congress that are never 
seriously considered and everybody is afraid to talk about ta.xes 
because they're afraid, no matter ·"'·hat happens, that will dominate 
t:he agenda, nobody Wlll know about spending cuts, nobody w1ll know 
about def1cit. rcduct1on, nobod·· ·..:1ll kr-,ow about fairness. I"ve tr:ted 
to tell the t~·uth to the J\meccar: people. i'-..•"l.d :f t.h1s plan passes, 

:_he }ast. 

I 
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comlD9 1nto the cconom·:-'. 

In the four f1rst mon~h:; of ::-.hi:3 t?conomy aJone we ~ad a. 
.!:1gge1· g:-o·.·:th u1 cons::ruct:lon empJ cyme !it.., 130. 000 people, thar: "-"C 
ha\-'e had lD nine years. ·'""Y Because we're serious about br1.nging 
the def 1.cit down. That's what thls last week means. It means 
cont.HJ.ued victor; for t.he American people if we can stay on this 
;:oad. 

Q Since vance-

Owen is dead, will the United States 
approve of a partition of Bosnia if the three factions meeting in 
Geneva actually approve it? .~d also, isn't NATO really obsolescent 
now? I mean, hasn't it outlived 

it can't stop the slaughter 
Europe, it won't be the pol1ceman in Europe? 

THE PRESIDENT: There· s two sepa.r·,;:n.. e quest 

of aU., as you kno:..;, m;.r prefer-ence was ior d multJ 

qover:-:nent, agree 

genuinely and honestly agree to a different 
solut..1.0n 

then the United States would have to look at it very 
seriously_ 

Secondly, I do not agree that NATO is dead. NATO was 
limited in what it could do in th~s instance because there was no 
agreement among the NATO partners, first of all, and because any 
organization of states was limited by the rc1les that the Un1-ted 
Nat1-ons imposed in the former Yugoslavia 

on the arms embargo, for-

The clc,::;.rest ezample I know t-o g1ve you that NATO :LS not 
dead was p:::-mn.ded hy the leaders of all the Eastern European 
countr.1es that used to be commun:1.st. that aren't anymore. When they 
came here a fe...,- weeks ago for the Holocaust dedication, every one of 
those Presidents said that their number one priority was to get into 
N.n,:ro. They kno·....- it will provide a secut-ity umbrella for the people 
who are members. And I think we need to continue to be involved in 
it. 

Q Who' s the enemy? 

THE PRESIDENT: :,.;ell, there will be different enemies. 
The enemy will be anybody that threatens the security and the peace 
of the mer.,ber nations, the values that we hold important. There are 
all k1-nds of possible problems in the years ahead. from terrorism. 
from the prol1ferat.1on of weapons of mass destruct::Lon, fl-am yet. 
unforeseen developments ::.n co-:...:ntru:s around NATO. So I don't t.!"nn.k 
.lt's t::Lme to d::.smantlc N;:..'"i'O. I t:h.tnk it's vcr;'. vee;-· 1.mport:ant. 

TEE PRESIDENT: t:lunk that t:h.l.s plan shows that a 
c.l.v:l.l >~·a:::- which has roots going back centuries 

literally centuries 

based on etlmic and religious differences has not been resolved in 
the way that I certainly would have hoped. I think Serbian 
aggression has been rewarded to the extent that the United Nations 
resolut.1.on permitted the Serbs to send arms to the Bosn.1an Serbs and 
perrn::.tt.ed the Croats that "''e:--e :.ext. door to Croat1a to have access to 
more ;..·capons than r...hc Bcsn 1 a:-: -JOvcr:;mcr:t, predom:1.n.::>nt.ly Musl::.m. had 

any!::::ody 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think: it will hurt the middle 
class. I think that it will help the middle class because it will be 
a way of bringing the deficit down. 

Q A dollar and a quarter out of that ta.x bite will 
hit the middle class. In the PBS debate during the campaign, you 
said the only thing Paul Tsongas has recommended that I haven't is a 
three-

to five-

cent 

year gas t.a.:-: .1ncrea:3e, and l' ll be dar-ned lt I 
u:-,del·stand ·.vhy we should do chat- -;.llthout .-:p.ving some of:fsett1ng t.a;·: 
rcl1.ef. Then, in Putt1.ng People F1.rst, which was your campaign 
manlfesto, you said you opposed a federal excise gas tax ­

I 	 quote 

"instead of a back­

breaking federal gas tax, we should try 
conservation." 

Why are you now willing to go along with the Senate plan 
to keep it moving through the Senate for a gasoline tax? Do you 
think you can defeat it in conference. and if you do, will you try to 
restore the Btu tax. as your Budget Director suggested today? .:...nd ~L 

so. ·..:on' t you then 1 ::)SC Senat.o:-s Bor·en and Br-eaux o:1nd a~ c. he ". ;, .. · 

opponents 1..;hen lt gct.s back to t.he Scnat.e? Isn · :­

S.l t.uat ~or 

t.l1.l:1k l t 

S.l..tuatlon lf the Senate passes a budget that has $500 billion in 
deficlt. reduction. locks the spend.1..ng cuts away in a trust fund, and 
asks the highest­

.1..ncome F~ericans to pay their fair share. I think 
that's 

win situation because I think we' 11 go to conference and 
we' 11 get a plan that will meet those criteria and will also be 
fairer to middle-

class people and to the working poor. There's also 
a lot of important provisions in there that I care about that will 
help to encou::-age people to move from ·welt:are to "''O<k 

The Senate b.1..ll is ....rery d:;_fferent. It does have a -'l 3 

percent. fuel tax in lt _ That 1.s very d1fferent fr-om S. 03 a :··ear 
-.duch ::s $.15 over- f2·...·e ··ears; or S.OS cents a year-. w:-,1C"h .1s S :":5 
o-.rc:;- : • ·-·~: ycd.rs A ·i.' pcrce;;t. ::...ax flat.. lS not. nc~l:-1y as onc:r::Jus ;,::;: 

But.. I -,....ould rem.1nd you t.hat 
a.t::.:e.r- t.hc electlon and before I took off1ce the aggregate deficn. 
O"v'er the next :':l'-··e years ;..·as writ::en up by $155 bllllon. I'm do1ng 
t.he best.. I can to '.;se very cor:sez.--~..-at.lve, hard­

headed revenue 
e.st.l.mates to get the deficit down, keep interest rates down, so that 
people in t.he middle class can save more money than they• 11 pay if 
they refinance a car loan or a home loan or take out a business loan 
with lower interest rates. 

?..."1d tonight, there ·.,.·ill be millions of people who will 
either watch us or hear about this tomorrow who have refinanced their 
homes just since November ­

w.1 th .lnterest rates dropp.1.ng, t.~.e~-' ll 

t.hc Sorna: 1,-:;. ·~;at-i.o.-d. Ger:.c:·a] i•ioha:ned "i-'ar-ah A1.deed. and hlS assoclates 
.Z:..nd .1.£: you haven't captured t.hem, what 

on doing w.1th them 1.f :_.:ou do capture them? Are they 
go:;_ng to be put. on war crimes tribunal or anything like that? 

T:..J:E PRESIDENT: No, they have not been arrested. The 
purpose. of the operation was to undermine the capacity of Aideed to 
wreak mil~tary havoc in Mogadishu. He murdered 23 U.N. peacekeepers. 
And I would remind you that before the United States and the United 
Nations sho-....·ed up, he was responsible for the deaths of countless 
Somalis 

from starvat.1.on, from disease, and from killing. 

http:starvat.1.on
http:dropp.1.ng
http:a.t::.:e.r-t.hc
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ar-:-ested, then the Unlted Nat.1.ons w1.ll have to deterT<nne ·what 

approprlate act:ton to take. That :.s the decis:1on the Unit-ed States 
lS leav.1ng to the Un;..t.ed Nations, and one I bel:l.eve we should. 

Q Mr. President, the original deadline for the 
unveiling of your 

THE PRESIDENT: I'm sorry·, that'S a great tie. I just 
lost it for a moment there. {Laughter.) I wish the A;nerican people 
could see this tie. (Laughter.) Go ahead. I'm sorry. 

Q Some people believe that that's what. the i-ih1te 
House ~res.s corps ::.s all a:::out.., i"lr. P::-es1dcnt. Mic-key Mo:..:se. 

( Laught.e::­

fo: ym:1 

t.he unvelllng of your 
health care reform plan has come and gone. ~-Ihen will the plan be 
unvelled? Vihat are the prospects for congressional passage this 
year? And if you don't get it done this year, won't it be very 
difficult to do so next year because of the congressional elections? 

T'riE PRESIDENT: Let me answer the first question. The 
task force has made its report to me. They have given me a number of 
options from which I must choose before I can finalize a bill. The 
White House is continuing to consult with people who know a lot about 
this issue. Hy wife, as you know, went to speak to the A."'ll.erican 
Hedical Association just a few days ago. 

Is he trying to give me some water? (Laughter-.·. Let me 

the questlon fl:r-St 

The Ame:::-J.can 

my wife talked to the American Hedical 
Association recently. \~e are consulting regularly with both the 
Democratic and Republican members of Congress. She also had a long 
meet:tng with several Republican House members just a couple of days 
ago. 

We have determined that ­

first 

and I, perzonall,. 
am gettlng qt.nte clo::;;e to making t.hc f:.:;_nal choices f:t··om among ,.!10 

opt. lO>;s :..her-e l do not. beltc,.,·e we can make any ser:::._ous attempt t.o 
go for,.;a::d ;.;:th Uus unt..1l the econom1.c plan and ,.he budget. lS ln 
place; t.I:en we wJ.ll go forward w:::._th lt 

I think because ot all the consultation which has been 
done and all the work that's been done, there's a real shot we can 
act on :::._t this year. I do not share the view that there's no chance 
Congress will act next year, although I believe we can do it this 
year, because I expect a let of Republican as well as Democratic 
support for this. 

And I think that this issue affects the American people 
so deeply ­

there are millions of families out there who are 
terr:::._f :::._ed they're go:::._ng to lose :.:he 1.r health insurance, ·whc are 

been s:tck ln thelr tam:.ly. lf the;:.·· have to c;-:ange JObs t:hc:-·· ;_1 be 
·w:tthout. lt.; as well as all t.hose who an:.· ·,.;o:r·k.::.nq for· a JJ.·.-·::1q ;.n.:.hout. 

health :::._nsurance; as well as ail the bus1nesses t!lat are a£-ra1d 

:::.h:nk :t •·nU be good, not. bad, for 
t:he Amcr::;.can polltJ.caJ. syst.em ~o act on ttns. 

So I th1.nk whenever the debat:.e :.-eally beg:tns in 
ea:rnest, you ;.;:Lll see the prospects of passage intensify, not 
diminlsh. 

http:o:r�k.::.nq
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Q If that does go over until next year, sir, will 
that become the issue in congressional elections? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that and the condition of the 
economy will be the big issues. And whether we are actually facing 
up to our responsibilities in this new global economy. But that 
;.,.·ould.'l.' t be the worse thing in the world, except I hope and believe 
that the plan will pass before all that political season starts. 

Q Mr. President, Mrs. Clinton recently said that she 
hopes to tackle welfare reform as her next priority. tJ~ll she head 
the adm:.nlstratlon's welfdre -refo::-n; efi:ort? A:1d do you e:<pect- to qet 
that. done t..h~s yea':"'". •_oc. o:- :s Lhd~ someth;ng :.:---dt. ;..;J: l ;;a·.r~" t.:J :.-:an. 

-. ·:··~ 

But let me say that t:he first big block of the welfare 
reform package is now be~ng considered by Congress, and that is the 
earned income tax credit. Most Americans don't know what that is, 
but basically it is a change in the tax code that will permit us to 
say to working families if you work 40 hours a week and have a child 
l.n your house, you can be lifted out of poverty. That will remove 
all the financial incentive to prefer welfare to work if we can then 
pass in the health care reform health coverage for all children, like 
ever.{ other country does, so we remove that incentive. 

But we expect to have a welfare reform package that will 
literally end welfare as we know it 

e::ntz-accd • ~ lS by Congr·ess. 

Let me JUSt make one other point. The national service 
b1ll, whlch wJ.ll provide more college loans and the opportunity to 
;,rork them off with senrice, is moving through Congress more quickly 
than most people thought because we were able to get good bipartisan 
support and work out a lot of the details. If we can do that on 
welfare reform, I think we can do it this year. 

Q Mr. President, going back to the budget for a 
moment, if you manage to get the budget passed, as it seems to be 
heading, you will have achieved two major objectives: deficit 
reduction and getting the wealthy to pay a larger share of the cost 
of government_ But there was a third major objective that you talked 
about in the campaign and early on in your administration as crucial 
for the health of the economy, which "''aS your investment package. 
your ne~ spend.1ng that. you pr-oposed, ·..:h.1c:-:: does ;;.oc. see:-:; 

successtul? Ar~d. secon.-:::!, ·..:hat. do y::.)u propose to do abcut. ;t_·,­

THE PRESIDENT: If you look at the budgets, .1£ you look 
at where we're go1ng with the budgets, we had to cut: bad~ all 
spending ~n the first two years of this five-

year budget period to 
deal with the fact that the deficit higher than we thought it 
would be. And I had to do that as well. But this is a five-

year 
budget for long-

term growth of the American economy. 

Over the long run, we do have to l.ncrease :..nvestment. 
Let. me also say· that JUSt because we are frecz.1ng all domestlC" 
disc::::-etlondr_;l spcnd1ng fo-::- f.1ve years doesr:·t mcar: there az-c1~·: 

changes w:u:.h.1n :.hose cat.ego:cles. \·~c·re cutt.J..ng a lo::. ot s;..uf::. 
that we can .1nc::-e-ase 1nvest.men:. 1n tfn.ngs l1ke Eead St.arL tor 
ch~ ld:cc:-: and JOb t.:ra1n1ng for worker-s and r:e,.· t.echnolog1cs t.o help 
ccn~vcn_ ~ r·orn a defense :.o a dome st.> c economy. ~; lot. of t.hat :J.e'.-: 
:;_,n··Jestmcr:t __;_s 1n t.he:-e. 

Secondly, I expect tins bill to treat the other part of 
m:.· l.nvestr:;en-c budget, that l.S, the private sector part, quite well. 
I th.1nk there will be an 1-ncrease in the expensing allowance for 
small business, which will really help small businesspeople to hire 
more workers. I think there will be an empowerment zone proposal in 
the final bill which will finally test whether free enterprise can to 
into depressed cities and rural areas and put people to work and 
invest and start businesses. I believe it can. 

I think those are the kinds of things that you will see 
there. I thl.nk the earned income ta..--.:: credit again will pass so that 

lift the working poor out of poverty. So I expect a bl.g 
portlon of the investment program to pass and I' 11 be surprised if J..t 
doesn't. 

http:w:u:.h.1n
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Q M'r:. ?resident, .I'm surprised that for t:--,c first 
four months you came .int.o oi f 1cc you v:e.re say"Lng ho·,.r bad the economy 
was and how .1.mportant lt ·was tor you.:· ~rog:-am to be enacted to grow 
t.he economy. No....,, -,.,·e hear ::-·~''' ::---. :.. :w 1?.-st ·,,·eck ~-c sc ::.a.::_klng up t:-.e 

~-:.asn'!: ~asscd. :·;:-~at arc ·we Lc make of th1s? Why ha\:c you changed 

THE PRESIDENT: Fn·st of all, I thin.l;: the economy is 
stlll bad for most Amer.1.cans. But the trends are good and the tl·ends 
are plainly tied to the determination of this administration to bring 
the deficit down. We began to see a substantial drop in long-

term 
interest rates after the election when Secretary of the Treasury 
Bentsen announced that we were going to have a serious deficit 
reduction plan that would include entitlement cuts, other budget 
cuts, tax increases on the wealthy, and an energy tax. We saw that. 
A.."1d every student of this, starting with the Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, who's testified before Congress to this effect, has said 
that if we continue and pass this, we will get interest. rates down. 
So those things have been coming down. 

That.'s ,... r-:;- t.hc Home Eulldt·:s .-;sso-:_'1dtton of :\mer1ca 

nol a Dcmocrat.lC ql·oup. pn:'St:n:dbly largcl;-· d Rcpub.i rca:: ·::;r-oup 

::rom all ove:· t.he count.ry to !·-lary·land a fe;..· days ago to endorse t.he 
econom.: c progl·am, because .._ ,_ already beg1.nrnng to bring l.nterest. 
x·ates down 

So are most people affected by the economic recovery? 
No. But is it a good thing that you have 755,000 private sector jobs 
in the first five months; that you have 130,000 jobs in the 
construction industry, the biggest gain in a four-

month period in 
nine years? Yes it is. So the point I'm trying to make is we're 
taking the right direction, but we've still got a lot of changes to 
make. 

Q !·ir. ?resident., ;.-·ou sa1d a fe-..: minutes ago chat 
you've broken the buck of t.he Somal1 warlords :i.n Somal1a. Hov;cver, 
1-"Johamed i'u.deed :s ~t:l} at la~ge. Tt'.ls br1ngs t:o ITd:-J.d L!:.c same 
problern c;-,a;: happe:-:ed .,.,·:c:1 r_hc prcv1.ous adml=<lst_c·at.lor: ·..:-;_t.:-: SaddaiT. 

gr-o;.;_;,_ng vortex of ·""ar Somal.:.a? 

THE PRESIDENT: \.'iell, there's a big dif terence there, 
_:;ideed is not :tn control of the government of Somalia. The United 
Nations force is there, they're still promoting peace. They're now 
going to be able to deliver food, medicine, do their work and try to 
help engage in the long-

term process of nation building. And we 
never, ever, the United Nations and the United States never listed 
getting n.d of Aideed as one of our objectives. In fact, as long as 
he was willing to cooperate with the United Nations, he was able to 
live and work in peace right there in Mogadishu. 

So what happens from now on in w·ill be a function of, 
number one, what. the United Nations thinks is appropr1at:e for :--<1s 
conduct: to dale, and. number t_;.;o. w;-:ar_ he docs ~::-. :::.:--..;: f :..:turT 

's do::nc:;;t. ;.::-. 

Q ThlS one· s verf easy. A lot of Ame::-lcans are not. 
"''ildly p:::-o;:-;uclear and thought the U.S. may have overreacted ln past. 
years in its very heavy-

handed treatment of New Zealand. \"'ould you 
consider meeting now with a New Zealand leader and discussing the 
situation? Isn't there some way that a compromise can be reached so 
you can agree to disagree, but still restore the political and 
security relationship? 

THE PRESIDENT: I've given absolutely no thought to that 
question. (Laughter.) .i\nd I'm afraid if I give an answer to it, 
I' 11 be more trouble tomorrow than I can f1.gure out. {Laughter. 

Q 1-lr. Presldent, as you pc1.nt out, your econom~c plan 
would reduce t..hc budget. de~:c1.l by SSOO b1.ll1.on over f':vt' :-·ca:rs 

But: your- cr::.t.J..cs .....,auld po1.nt. out. tbaL the budger_ dcf.:c.::_t_ ·""o-:..:ld 
conLlnue to mount b·;t hu.nd:-eds of b:;.ll1o:1s ot dolla1·s a year: and :.hat 
your attack or: the def.Jc..:t Js 1 11ru.tcd ::o l.ow·e::-1.ng p-;o_Jected spc:1d::.::g 
ll'lc::-cases, :r~>t::hcT :_;-;.ou: t::ak::..ng t.hc much harder tack of mak::..ng real 

n:tbacks 1n the budget. Can't. y·ou do more to deal Wlth the problem 
of th.1s def ic1.t and runaway spend::..ng? 

THE ?RESIDEI'<l': Let me have the chart again. The answer 
to that: questlon 

http:l.ow�e::-1.ng
http:b1.ll1.on
http:count.ry
http:Dcmocrat.lC
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first of all, let me answer it. You asked two 
questions, not one. It is absolutely true that if this whole thing 
is adopted or any other deficit reduction plan that has been 
presented to date is adopted, by the fifth year the deficit starts to 
inch up again and you don' t get down to zero. 

Now, that is true, but why is that? That is because 
primarily of t.he projected exploding costs in medical care through 
Medicare and Medica:l.d. And because we have programs l.1ke Soc1al 
Securlty and other retlrement programs when? ;:·eople are 91ven cost o:': 
llv.lng 1ncreases year-

in and year-

I mean, is 
medical costs, not Social Security. The prime culprit is medical 
costs. They've been going up way faster than inflation. 

Now, I want to make two points. Why do we reduce the 
deficit only $500 billion over five years, even though that's a huge 
amount? Because it was the considered judgment of the economic team 

Secr-etary Bentsen, Mr. Panetta, Hr. Rubin 

Why<' Bec-ause t.here' s so much debt. bu.1l t .1nt.o our system at lngh 
J.nterest.. rates t.hat. if people JUSt go ref.1nance all their homes and 
the.1r business loans, it will give them a lot of cash in their pocket 
and that will stimulate the economy to grow. 

Secondly, it is our considered judgment that we cannot 
get the deficit down to zero, ""'hich is where it ought to be, until we 
do something about health care costs, which is why the next big piece 
of this administration's work is to provide a comprehensive health 
care plan that will bring health costs in line with inflation. 

If you do that, then this yellow line here, instead of 
going up, will keep going down. And s~nce there is no historic 
precedent in Amer1ca, let me ask :.,·au to go back and look what 
happened 1.n Japan ~ the mld 

·70s to m1d 

'·;os. They dec.1ded the:.' 

go.1ng to ;.ape lt out. They took 10 ·years to w1.pe J..t out, not f1ve. 

But they d.ld lt.. And today·, 1.n sp1.te of all their economic problems, 

the1· are the only major nation in a surplus position. 


~<Je can do it, too, if we do this, then tackle the 
deficit. And let me remind you of one other thing, in September, the 
Vice President's task force will make it's report on reinventing 
government and reorganizing the whole way the government operates. 
That will give us another whole shot to deal with this issue. 

Q Mr. President, John F. Kennedy once said that the 
coverage he'd been getting as President, that he'd been reading it 
more and enjoying it: less. And many other Presidents have expressed 
s1.milar sentiments Lately, s.1r, there have been some ind.lcatlons, 
at least.. that m~ may be e;-:perlcnclng those tee} 1ngs as ..._,e:i} Lan 

·you gJ·.·e 

and wo:rk ln th~s c~ty unt.1l l ~ec,>.mc Prcs1dent.. I kne...., ·,d1e:1 l 
he:::·e that there would be th1.ngs t.hat l would need to learn about t.he 
processes and the way things worked. I bel~eve then and 1 bel.1eve 
now t:hat :tf 1 do the b~g th~ngs right and deal w:tt.h the big ~ssues, 
that: eventually the other things will also work themselves out. 

In the meantime, I think the most important thing that 
we attempt, you and I, to create an atmosphere of trust and respect, 
and that you at least know that I'm going to do my best to be honest 
with you. And I think you're going to be honest ·...rith me, and I 
expect you to criticize me when you think I'm wrong. The only thing 
I ever ask is, if I have a response and I have a side, let that get 
out and we' 11 watch this conflict unfold. mean, this is nothing 
new. Pre::;ident Jefferson got. a rough press, too. 

Q S1r. on Haltl, the Security Council of. t"he U.N. ha.s 
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stated that they're giving Haiti until the 23rd of this month befo:-e 
they put :real tough petroleum and econom1c sanct::._ons De ou t.~1;1.}; 

that v.·ill sol-v·e the problem, or wlll we see a mult~nat.~onal terce .1n 
Ha1ti as •,;e do .:n Somal1a? 

THE I:>RESTDENT: As ou kno·..,, s::._nce you asked the 

quest .ton dbout Hal::. J_, Lhe Ur":J ted Sta::es is push.tng for the U.N. 

r-esolut 1on to str·engther:. the sanct1ons to .1nclude not s1mply a freeze 
on assets and lifting -,nsas, but also to 1.nclude oil. I think lt 
-...111 make a d1fference. ; ..."1d the members of Congl-ess who are expert 
in Haitian affalrs and who talk to people in Haiti believe that it 
will make a difference. 

Secondly, I have always assumed that to really 
facilitate the restoration of democracy in Haiti, there would have to 
be some sort of multinational force there. But I would remind you 
that, recently, when that was proposed with the support of the United 
States, both sides rejected it. President Aristide rejected it and 
the de facto government rejected it, which was a disappointment to 

So we decided to go back to the drawing board, look for tougher 
sanctions. 

In the end, s1nce both s1dcs d1strust each other t:o 
treat each ot!1er c::..·,.r1lly, even t..o keep tram shoot~r~::I ;...:;a.:::-h z::.t.lwo 

there, in my Judgment, w1.ll r:cver be a 1·esol:...:.t1on of :.hat., as .:or:g as 

the ma.tn players are who the;.' are, u;1Jess we have a mu}t.l:-:<H.lcma.l 
peacekeeping to:-ce. 

plot. :..o 

chau·, cf ev:_dcncc aga:;...nst. lra.q and what do you plan to do about .tt? 


THE PRESIDENT: I have not rece.Lved the final report 
from the FBI, and until I do I don't think I should say what I will 
or won't do. 

Q Mr. President, in Bosnia the Europeans did not want 
to take action because the United States did not have troops on the 
ground. In Somalia, although we turned over operations to U.N. 
peacekeepers about a month ago and it was Pakistani soldiers who were 
attacked, the forces that went into action were largely American; 
most of the firepower was American. You were just talking about a 
multinational peacekeeping force in Haiti. Is the United States now 
being put in the role of enforcer for the United Natlons? .>;.nd what 
principles or thoughts do you bring to the table when you cons:tder· 
comm:ttt1ng U.S. troops ~o cntc::-ce not someth1-nq t.hat. ma·' be St.l·:tct.."l·/ 
a U.S. lnterest, bu;.. somet:!n:-.g :.hat.. l.S t:he '"'lll ct t..he :;.nt.ei·r:atlor.ul 

comrr:.un.l t y. 

c't a;: 
~.;:--,at :.he ·~·a >.H:~~; and numa:11 t.a:-1a.;; concerns at stake? ;-..."1d, 

t.t"-.1-rdly: <;·ihat.. 1~~ t..he p:"lCC of do1ng what we m:tght be asked to do? 

th:;...nk. 

let me just say on Bosnia, it's not so simple 
as that. We didn't have an agreement ­

ever 

about what troops 
·.•:auld do. plcdqe '-'""' t!·K: ;:,me>;c-a.n people 1n :.he campa.1gn las::_ ye<u 

that I did not think we had any 
business sending troops into combat in Bosnia. also said if there 

a cease-

fire and a genuine peace agreement and the United 
Nations had to guarantee the peace agreement that the United States 
would participate. I don't think. we should minimize the importance 
of leading the way, but also setting an example. 

Let me tell you, a lot of other countries 

Yes, America can lead the way. But ""'"'- .l.S ver:rr mov.tng to 
me to see all these other countr.1es ­

http:th:;...nk
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Ireland sending people, 
put.t.1.ng themselves on the line. Not just government employees, but 
people working through other organizations to try to help solve these 
problems. There is a remarkable confluence of people trying to 
promote democracy and human rights and freedom and market economics. 
A11.d I think that if we can leave that an acceptable price, that is in 
our narrow interest and it is certainly in our broader human 
interest. 

Q !vir. President, now that you've made your decisJ.on 
about the Space Station. a:::-e you go.1ng to appo.1nt: a new NASi> 
admJ.nistrator'? .z:..nd i£ you arc-. ;.;hen? 

TI·!E PRESIDENT: I don· t have any plans at t.h.1s t..1me to 

do that Let me just make a po1nt about the Space St. at: 1on. lf 

rr.J.g:-.t.. As }''Ou knm·:, I have aJ;.;ays supported the Space Stat.•on; 
::-eal1ze t-hat some people don't The Unlted St-ates lndlsput~ably leads 

lt 1s an 1mport:a.nt. area of scle.nce and 
t-echnology_ think 1 t would be a mlstake, after all the work we've 
done, to scrap the Space Station, 

There is a $4­

billion budget cut in my budget for the 
Space Station because we're going to redesign it and redesign the 
management system of NASA. \'ie've brought in all of these scientists 
to look at it, to tell us exactly what ought to be done and exactly 
how this thing ought to be run and we • re going to have to make some 
changes. But I want to tell the American people: We need to stay 
first in science and technology, we need to stay first in space. 
We're going to be able to get more people to come in and invest with 
us, and we're going to have to make some very tough management 
decisions at NAS.o;. to get that done. 

expressed theJ r anger cr extreme dJ sappoJr:tme:1t. -;.;:::. :...h :..:He ·..;a;: J'Ou 
handled the Lan1 Gulnlcr nom.u:atlc:-, and w;th l~he ·,·ay you handled the 

the Congr-csslona'! 3Lad: CaL;cus has 

package and cast some vecy pol ;.t.:ca lly d1ff1cult. votes, only to have 

do;.m package 1-n the Senate. How would you 
assess your relationship right now with blacks? And what are you 
doing to mend fences with the Congressional Black Caucus so that they 
will not vote against the conference report on the budget package? 

THE PRESIDEN7: Well, first of all, I did not negotiate 
that bill that the Senate passed. That is just inaccurate. I did 
not do that. ."1..Ild I think you know what I liked about the House bill 
and you know where I have been on the issues and you know what the 
principles are I've enunciated. 

I think_ Senator Moynihan did a remarkable job to get a 
bill out that does have $500 billion in defic::Lt reductJ..on, more 
spe.nd.1ng cuts and tax .1ncreases and taxes talllng pr"lman.. ly on upper·­

se.=c:-1CJ~;, and qt_;•t....:- ~~ t..he .:.::ont.:-a:--;.·, when members of the 
Black Caucus came t_o sec me and asked me to pursue sanct....1ons H1 the 
i..J>'lted Nat...1ons aga.1nst: Haltl that 1ncluded oil, I exam1ned lt and I 
agreed to do .lt. They were the flrst people who asked me to do ..1.t. 
;._,_Ld very shortly after the rneet.1ng I agreed to go for,o~ard. But they 
know, the ones who follow the Haitian developments, that even before 
that I offered to have the United States participate in a 
multinational peacekeeping force to restore democracy and to restore 
President Aristide and that he rejected that. They know that's a 
fact. 

Thirdly, I don't think my commitment to civil rights is 
very much open to question. And I think my actions as President and 
the appointments I've made, and the things I've stood for document 
that. A..<d I believe that over the long run the Black Caucus and the 
Clinton admlnistrat ion will continue to be very close. ltnd I've 
talked to any number of them personally. ;-ecently. 

:J Or: ca:npa1q:-. f !na;;:.._:c r-cfonn, ;:ow that. most. of th~ 
publ:c f-:na:1Cl:1'S pr-.:>vts..ions ::-::ave beer: removed -:.-c!ll :::..he Senate !:nl1. 
:-:o" -:::ln :.T)·.; cor-:·.r ~ :1·:-'t:' pco:) ~ ·' 
f: :-1a::.:~:..: :--c: ;)r-:nc· .:._::-:i 

·:·HE ?RSSIDEi'IT: F:1.rst, let's see what the House does . 
.·\gau:, th:::.s lS a b:::.ll you're golng to have to watch come out of 
conference. The House will probably adopt a somewhat different bill. 

But let's talk about what the Senate bill does do. The 
Senate bill reduces the ~nfluence of PACs and special interests; it 
limits the cost of campaigns; it spends public funds, if necessary, 
J..f one party violates the spending limits then the other party can 
get public funds in the form of communications vouchers so that the 
airwaves will be open to both parties and people can hear both sides. 

So this is a vast advance over the present law in 
breaking the back of special interest domination of politics and 
elections. So I like it in that regard. Let's see what the House 

http:1mport:a.nt
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does. I think we can get a good bill out and I hope both sides will 
vot:e for lt. 

percent 1_nc::-easc l:--, the ..::a.p1~aJ ga:ns t.az) 

THE PRESIDENT: They· .:_mposed a t.en percent- sc_:rcha:tq~-' 

because ther-e's no:...; a d:fte~cnce bec.-..;een :..he cap::..a.: ga:::~~ :--.:::.:_r­
the 1.:1con-.c .r:ate. .<>.nd. 
of '86 was t.o level them. Let's see what comes ::)ut.. of t-he confer-ence 
report. ~·.'hat I -.;ant tax system w·here '75 percent of:: the burden 
falls on the top SlX percent. of t:he American people 

at least that 
progresslve. And if it is that progressive, then I'm open on the 
detalls. But I want to see what the final bill is. That's the key 
thing: ihll the wealthy pay their fair share? Will it all be in a 
trust fund to reduce the deficit? And will the ratio be at least as 
good as the one I showed ­

S5 of every $10 spending cuts; $3.75 
ln tax J.ncreases on upper· J.ncome people; Sl.25 on the rruddlc .::}ass. 

Thank you very mud-: 

TEE PRESS: Thank you. 
ENDS· ·i1 ? . N EDT 
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TEXT: 

THE w-.HITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 22, 1993 

PRESS BRIEFING 

BY 
LEON PJl.;.''mTTA 

The Br:tef 1ng 2oom 

1:05 P 1-l. EDT 

MR. P.".NETTi~· ~·.'ha~. l ,..;u,_.;ld l;:ke t.o do 

£..:: l..i c·.-.: up 0:1 

the br1ef1ng that we prov1ded following the House 
act1on on reconciliation was to k1nd of outline some of the specifics 
that each of the committees did. And I would like to kind of 
sumrna.r1ze aga2n what the Senate did to indicate that the President's 
plan 1s well on track with regards to adoption. 

Deficit reduction, the incentives for growth, helping 
families 

that was the key behind the President's economic plan. 
And we feel that we're very much on track to getting those prov1s1ons 
enacted. Most of these are contained in the provisions of the 12 
comrnlttces on t.he Senate SJ.de that reported pursuant. t.o t.he1r 

::nstruct~ons of reconc~l1at1on AI1d while the ddmunst:r·dtJcn dJd not. 
embrace all of the changes made by the various commlttees. -;.,·c: do 
commend the Senate and ea;:::h of the comm1ttees for a;:::h1ev1ng $500 
b:l1::.on 1:1 def:.c:;.t. reduct::.on. 

The key elements of the ?resldent · s plan are pretty much 

http:reduct::.on
http:b:l1::.on
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pr-esented her-e and you have a good sense of what, 1n fact, were 
m~unta :.ned t.hrough the House and through the Senate versJ.ons of each 
of these. Let me just k.1nd of summarize the plan. 

Obviously, $500 billion in deficit reduction. i'Je 

started 

the administration was slightly below $500 billion, it was 
about $496 billion; when proposed in the House it was about $502.9 
billion; and in the Senate, according to OHB estimates, it's about 
$516 billion; according to CEO it's about $507 billion. 

On the ent:. t.lement. . .,;act'. cf_ t-he key a::::·eas on the 

::_;;e Eouse a:-1d :..he Senate. 0:1 veterans, ·,.;e wanted 

$2.6 b:..ll1on 

that's tn.te across the board. ~'le achieved that in 
the House and we've achieved it. in the Senate. On Medicare savings, 
we achieved $50.4 billion, roughly about $50 billion in Medicare 
savings in the House. And obviously that's the one area where the 
Senate has increased the savings there by an additional $19 billion. 
We • re looking at $67 billion on Hedicare savings there. 

On Hedicaid we've got approximately $8 billion; the 
Senate's slightly higher at about $9 billion on Hedicaid savings. 
-~"d on Social Secu:r1ty, that was the one area where the House did 
about S32 blll.1on. The Senat.c d;;..d $26 billJOn, and Lhat was because 

thls 1s about $102 bill1.on acrocs 
the board. Those cuts, obviously, are reflected in the caps ­

hard 
freeze caps that are adopted by the House in their version and that 
will be adopted by the Senate as well. 

The energ-y tax 

there is a major difference there as 
,,;ell .-ie had abou~ $72 bill"on, obvlou~Jy, in the ener-gy t.ax 1n1

both the admu:J.stratlon as ;.;ell as the House. The Senat-e adop:_e.:i 
about:;;::~. b1.lLon as a ::.. ;,;~;ulL of go1:~g t..o L:-,e qas ~.a~-: 

about Sll·t 

bllllOD, terms of increased taxes on the wealthy. That's the 
1..ncrease :tn the t·ate as well as the surta..--.::. 

And on the investments, that's probably where the major 
difference is with regards to both the House and the Senate as well 
as the administration. There we have identified the principal 
investments 

the earned income tax credit, hunger prevention, 
immunization, family preservation, and empowerment zones. The House 
basically included all of those in their vers:.on of reconclllat.:ton 
In the Senate ·.-,·e do have the ;.;:; TC, although 1:: · s been n-·d<_.ce::! ·,.;:c- .::io 

l1t':.le le;-;s 1n t..he Senate thdn >•:hat. "'·as .:.n t.he House ...;...'1d oo·nous~ .. 
the def tc:::..t reduct :ton tr-ust fu:1d was 1ncluded 1n the House and ·..;e 
expect that. lt w1.ll also be :tncluded ln the Senate as well. 

Those are some of the key elements that obviously 
reflect the President's economic plan and the fact that this economic 
plan, as I said, is well on track, both through the House and the 
Senate. I want to just mention some speciflc spending cuts in each 

~Ve' ve provided a package to each of you that goes into each of 
the committees. But again, understand that each committee had to 
enact specific savings with regards to cuts. This is not a situation 
where they basically tried to grab a number our of a cap or what have 
you. They bas2cally had to identify specific savings. 

http:l1t':.le
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In agriculture they reduced efficiency payments, 
specifically with regards to what's called the Pay 92 Program; 
they've increased assessments by ten percent on sugar and peanuts and 
also lowered pay1nents wlth regards to honey, wool, and moha.1r. 

Arms Servi,::es Comm1 ttee 

there is a delay on cost-

of-

living lncreases 
for the uniformed services, the retired, all of the uniformed 
services, by nine months from January through October and delays in ­

COLP. by eight months. Very significant sav.1ngs there and a tough 
vote. I'm sure ln the .:...m.ed Se:-v1ces Committee. 

In comme-:-ce we 'tiC!-(~ ,_:::,;e :-.c :-et-aH~ the spectO'Jm auct.1on, 

;.;!: 1 ct-. .1~ the ab .L: .L -::-. y :.o dl.:Ct: en t.:1a:. par-t -J£- the rad:_o spectrum. 

obviously, referred to the Medicare cuts ­

those are 
all specific recommendations on Medicare cuts that are included in 
that commit tee . 

In the Foreign Relations Committee there was a three-

month COLA delay for fore1gn sennce retu·ees. Another cost~ 

of­

;, .._.. 

of-

living delay for civilian retirees for 
'94 through '96, and it permanently eliminates the lump sum 
ret1.rement option as well. 

i'le have a modified version of the President's direct 
student loan program ­

the direct student loan program on the Senate 
s1.de. but obv:..ously, a significant savings could be achieved :dth 
that char:ge. And on vet.erans atfa.1rs. thet·e were stgnlf.tcan::. changes 
mudc, part.J.Cula:rly w:..th :reqa:-d tc GI be;,cf1t.s 

Sc H'> each of :.hcse cc.xn;;,:;.~.t.ces t.21e :recommer dcd cu:.::-; "l:·c 

and :n.J..llt.ary n~t 1. :n2es. !•J1yone >••he says t.hc.rc a rc:• · t r-eal spend 1.r19 
ct.:ts 1.n tl-ns package ought to ask the tens of mJ.lllons of Amer1.cans 
who w.1ll be d.1rect.ly affected by t.hem. 

Now. let me speak t:o an allegation that's been made over 
the last few days about whether or not the counting on the $500 
billion is real or not. First of all, there's the allegation that 
we're taking discretionary spending cuts, we're using user fees and 
interest payments, and that those should not be counted. When 
President Bush and the Congress negotiated the 1990 budget agreement, 
savings from the five-

year discretionary spending caps that were 
included in that provision were included ­

1.r: ~.ne :..ct. a l. 

debt. 

chscretlonar/ caps, thos~ are .:-ea: You've locked them l£- yoc: 

http:d.1rect.ly
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the-

board that 
takes place on all spending programs. So there are teeth here, there 
is an enforcement mechanism. And the fact is from the 90 agreement 
we've achieved every year savings on discretionary savings by virtue 
of having that tool in place_ So those are real. And they were 
counted in the '90 budget agreement and we count them because they 
are real. 

The same thing is true for interest savings. I mean, to 
assert that somehow interest savings ought not to be counted as 
savings ­

most corporations and bus:;._nesses, >-Jhen they reduce thc1.r 
debt, t~'e"i obv.._ously :::-educe ::.hel r- lnt.erest pay·rnencs a.nd t.'lOse 

If .,..,e':.-c not. pa.yH19 :::.:: t.hc 1:-1t.erest. 
c_c·r:-rls ot the fedcrn l go·,.,·e:r:lmcnt .i\::d. 

A.nd on f.ees, when otiset federal ::.;pending by having 
::.:<d1v:duals that e1ther go to parks Ot" what have you pay the fee, 1t 

reduces the amount of spending that you have to then contribute. So 
::.t. too, has been ­

and has always been scored as a spending 
savings. 

Bob Dole, as you know, when he was speaking on the '90 
budget agreement, basically defended the fact that there were $500 
billion in deficit reductions using exactly those same score-

keeping 
methods. John Kas1ch with the RePL•bl1can alternat. 1 ve the House 
Ins plan counts 1nterest. sav1:--.qs, 1 t coun:.s fees. and 1t cour:ts 
d1scret 1onary sav:ngs we l i 

fo: 
anyor.e who doesn't th1nk that those are real, let me indicate to you 
that I have sent a letter out to all of the heads of departments and 
agencies at the end of last week asking them to begin the process of 
planning how to meet the caps in the 1995 budget. We estimate that 
we're looking at approximately a 10 percent reduction in most of 
those departments in order to reach those caps. Those are tough 
caps. This is a hard freeze. And everyone who is going to have to 
work through those savings understands that these discretionary 
savings are very real. 

Lastly, let me also indicate ­

mean, I t.h.1nk "''e' 
always :.ndH::at.fC'd t.i:lc t..<.:s:_s t.:·:at.. we i"-bldcd ::,-_,..­

?r-esJdent 's cco:-:omlc- plan ~.c: :.he countr:.· ::e:-ms o: de£ LC: 

The ::~rst test ~s lt should achleve $500 billion in 
deficit reduction .1n real terms. That's the goal. That's what we 
feel is necessar.r' if we're going to put this country on the right 
track with regards to deficit reduction over these next five years 
$500 billion in deficit reduction. 

Secondly, that it should be progressive, with the 
wealthy bearing their fair share of the burden. At least 75 percent 
of the tax increases that we have in this proposal come from those 
earning incomes over $100,000. And, as you know, under the Senate 
version, it approaches almost 80 percent that comes from those at the 
upper lncome brackets. So it must be progressive. 

No;...', -"--· by chdncc-, the R.epubl1ca:-:s decJde to el:.mlnate­
all ta.:-: 1ncreases on 7..hc- ._,,,ea.l:..h;.:, t..hdt.. means that those who .,;auld 
carry the pr1.mary bur-den of deflclc:- rcduct.1on ·...,ould be the \rei..eraJ:s. 
::he ::armer:o.;, t:he doctors. t.he hosp1tals. :.~he elder-ly, ~.,.ork1ng 

T"!11rdly, t.he:.-e ought. to be no g.1.mmlcks. There ought to 
be specific spend.1ng sav1ngs proposals. ~-le dld it .1n the proposal 
that we subm1-tt:ed in our budget, the House has done it, and the 
Senate has done .1t. There are no gimmicks here. V<lhat you see is 
what you get in terms of the proposals fer spending savings. It's 
easy to try to grab a gimmick like some kind of entitlement cap and 
say, look, rna, no hands-

type of approach to deficit reduction. The 
tough part is to do it in specific policy terms. And so what we want 

http:sav1:--.qs
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and what: we expect 

and I th.1nk what the ?.men.can people expect 

if they're going to provl.de 
additJ.onal spend.1ng cuts, tell us specifically how it's going to be 
achieved. Senators Boren and Danforth, in their alternative, were 
specific, and I give them credit for that. Surely, if there are to 
be alternatives from the Republicans, those two ought to be very 
spec.1fic about where the cuts are going to come from so that 
everybody understands ;.,..here the pain is going to take place. 

Lastly, it must be fair. Programs protecting low income 
Americans must not be placed in jeopardy. And, in our view, 
agriculture, veterans, Nedicare, Medicaid must not bear an unfair 
portion of the responsibility for deficit reduction. 

Let me read a quote if I can, which I think is very 
appropr1at.e to the debate t-hat ·.,.;e' re now hav1.ng. This '.!'laS a quote 
from October of 1990. "I th1nk a lot of people forget ;•that th1s .lS 
all about.. It's about. deilClt reduct1.on. It's not.. about. t.he gas :..ax 
or the c::.garette tax or !Yled2.care. In the long run, it.'s about 
.::Jct:cJ.t :::educt.~oc.)r: a:-ld 0:1:::· cht1:::!:re:1 and our grandch< ldr0:-1." That.. 
q:.:o~c ,.;as fr·om Bob Dole :;,~: Oc->:.obc:· of 19·~0. ar.d l ~h1nk "Lt. appltes 
:10;.;_ T:.ls 1s no:.. a.bout. alL oi the t:ough cho1ces that. have t.o be 
made. Yes. the t.ough cho~ ces are t:here. But the bottom l.:tne lS it.' s 
about. def1c::.t. reduct.:;_on and t.t-y::.ng to 1mpro..,re t:he future for our 
chlldren and our grandch.lldren. \-Jhat he said then ~s also true 
today. ...;..:1d that's what this effort 1-s all about: our children and 
our grandchildren. 

I'll be happy to answer any quest.~ons. 

Q Mr. Panetta, in terms of tough choices, there's a 
draft report from the Department of Energy's Inspector General on the 
supercollider, which has found that 40 percent of the costs are 
excessive or unwarranted, including a $35,000 Christmas party and 
$56,000 for potted plants. In light of this report, do you still 
believe that the supercollider should be funded and that the 
taxpayers should foot the bill for it, w1th the House 1s consldering 
.lt later this week7· 

ME. Ph.:'•JETTA: Our approach ~n the budget: ·,hi..S. 

the correct approach, because "-'C sa'"; some of the problems w1th cost 

;rear- basis that they, 

1n fact. are spend1ng the money correctly, and that, in fact, the 

science assoc1ated with it is doable. A..""ld so that's why we proposed 

essentially what is a stretch-


out, and I think that's ;.;hat the 

committee has supported and the President supports. 


Obviously, it's going to be debated on Thursday. It's 
go~ng to be, I think, a good debate. I think it's going to be a 
close vote. But from the President's perspective, the proposal we 
put in to basically stretch out that funding gives us a chance to 
continue to oversee it to make sure that that kind of waste doesn't 
go 

0 He:..; docs :..h.o>t. deal ·,,:J.t.h :_he ·,..;as:.e t.:1at's a_:_:·pad;-· 
t.al--,.1.:1q placE", nr;d ho·,,; d<>.:s 1t. de-al ·,..;;t;; tnc w·aste :-.hat. \>lll: t.akP 
p2,;_,c-:: · n c.:;~: -..·(:r.: 

MR. PAl~ETTP..: I can't answer for the waste that took 
place in the last administration, but we do have to answer for any 
waste that takes place in this administration. And I can tell you, 
one of my goals will be to very closely oversee spending in that 
area. 

Q Let me ask you the same question I asked the 
Secret:ary of the Treasury yesterday, for which he had no answer. And 
that is that you are so far ­

:;lour x' s t.here dis'-ju.1se the fact t.hat 
on many of these .1ssc;es c..he ene:·gy tax, 1n partlculal-. and on 
of U:e 1:-:.'-:estment...s, )'QU ac·e so :Oar apar-t bet weer: the 1 tbercll 
Democ::-ats 1.:-: the House and co:"1ser-vat1ve senator-s .1n t_he Senate :.·~ha::_ 

s::r-a.::.ec::y de ::ou :-,a-.:e or ·....·!-l,;;t r::;:dd t~· q:-cu:--,d de 
peopJ c ::::->-jt-~~ht-cr be:;- :.dc<o 
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and t.he only thing he offered yesterday 
was that t.he alternat:ive l.S worse, the idea of having nothing is 
worse, and that was basically the administration's argument it 
seemed. 

MR. PANETTA: First of all, look, you're getting $500 
billion in deficit reduction here. I recognize that, obviously, some 
of these pieces are high profile and they draw a lot of attention. 
But when you look at the work of all of the committees here, and you 
look at even the work of Nays and Means and Finance, overall, these 
committees have done one hell of a job getting the $500 billion in 
deficit reduction. 

Are there some differences? Sure, there are 
differences. In the energy area, there's going to be a maJor 
d:~.fference bet.ween the House and t.hc Senate that.· s go1ng Lo ha·.·c 
be resolved .;_n conference. In some of Lt··.e comm1 t tees, or:: Me::1;. C"ci ::c 
there w.'-11 have to be a. ma;o.::.- dLffc1··ence r-esolved ;:""J co~;ferec:J~·c ..:,:---;d 
2n some of: the commlttees t.hcre ·,.;lll be some d.Lii;_~r·ences that ;·ill, 

ultimately be resolved. B;;t the fact. 1S they're :ak1ng tl-.c ::::te~·· 

The ?res.1dent' s made this proposal. the House is mov1ng 
lt forward. They've made modlflcatlons on lt. The Senate is mov1ng 
lt forward ­

moving the plan forward. A.'1d the Senate has made 
modifications. That's the nature of the legislative process. But I 
am fully confident, and I think the ?resident shares this confidence, 
that ultimately we are going to be able to resolve this in the 
conference committee, and the end result is going to be very much 
what the President presented to the country in his economic plan. 
don't think you're going to see a lot of differences in the final 
product. 

Q One of those differences is ln the energy tax. 
Adminl.:::>tTatJ.on ot:E:tcials ha·,;c said that the President St.:tli wants a 
broad~ 

based ene:rq:.·· tax. The Btu Lax J s dead. So what shape would 
t:he cnc:-c;;.-· tax La.ko:? ~-~::::uld 1 t. be a comb.t:<rtt.lOD of ·,.,hat k.1nd of 
broad 

based tax 1.n cODJUDCtl.on \;V:tth a gasol.1.ne tax? Could you 
descr1.be t.o us ...,-hat exactly )'OU th2nk that will 

HR. P . ..:U'IETTA: No, I don't really think I should at this 
point. I think, basically, this is going to be a conference item. 
The President. has made very clear what his test is. He wants a 
broad-

based energy tax for the country. He's made that clear. 
That's whac he presented to the countr_;r: that.' s what the House 
enacted. The Se:-::.ate has enacted d:-1 energy t.az, bu~- d':.: :.ca:~t. 1 L kPpt 

an element. of an ene:r9y t.a.x al.1ve. And ultimately. lL's 901r1g 1..0 be 
resolved .1n confe::::-ence. 

tt--dr,k ·,;e ought to assume :.hat. somc!~ow· t..he Senate vot..e is going to be 
an easy vot.e ~'ie'v..; got. a lot of work to do. !md Senator Hitchell 
dnd Senator Moyru.han are t-.'orklng lt. now. 3ut ultlmat.ely, we're 
conf:tdent. that we can get lt passed. And in the conference that 
d2fference lS go2ng to have to be resolved. But I feel confident 
that the end result: is going to, in fact, have a broad-

based energy 
component to lt. 

Q But are you shooting to raise that $24 billion 
energy tax that the Senate passed? Do you want to raise more money 
than that, or are you going to tr:r· to reach a middle ground between 
the 72 ­

to oe abJ.P :-:.c make i.lP U;at loss or revenues Hi. other ways. T!1at' 
t.t'.E ba2a:<cc you· re go:tng to have to work out ln a conference. 

Q VJhat about the length of time you th:tn.k:. it will 
take the House Senate conferees, assuming the Senate passes it, will 
they resolve their differences and come up with a compromise before 
the August congressional recess, or will it go into September? And 
how, secondarily, will that affect the release of the health care 
refonn package? 

http:descr1.be
http:gasol.1.ne
http:cODJUDCtl.on
http:Adminl.:::>tTatJ.on


ARMS Email System 

MR. PANETTA: I have every confidence that the 
differences will be resolved in August before the August recess. You 
understand here, for those of you that have not been through a 
reconciliation process in the past, you've got 13 committees on the 
House side, 12 committees on the Senate sl.de. Some of these issues 
involve multiple conferences because they involve dlff<.:;renr. comm1t.t.ec 

Jur l.Sdlct..lons. So y·ou could have as ma:1y .::<.s 6C to 
conferences or: d1 t i.·erent ~ssucs that.. are go::_ng t.o r:0·~·e 

on .::._t_ ;..:hen merr.bers come back, really go 1-nto a crash program Lo get 
1t. enacted before the August break Obviously, I think the 
Pres1.dent 's .1nterest is to tT)' to get this done before the August 
break, and our primary focus is gett.1ng the economic plan done and 
then turn1.ng to the health care proposal. 

Q So that would delay the health care until 
September? 

MR. ?ANETTA: I think the primary focus remains getting 
the economic plan done. There hasn't been a decision to formally 
delay the health care bill because, frankly, that continues to be 
worked on. But our primary focus right now is to get this economic 
plan done. 

Q Are -:...·e to assume from what you've sa.1d that the 

Comm:.t.t.ee 

lei.. them d:J t.:1e1r work: ·...:e'n:, not publ1ciy express1ng 
any pos1t:.or: on any of th1s as long as they reach SSCC b1.ll:on? 

MR. PANETT.I>,.: I thuD-: ·y·ou will find the administration 
engaged the conference. 

Q Along those 1 ines, from the point of view of the 
economy, would the administration prefer to see more done on the 
spending side or more done on the revenue side to reach that mix that 
gets you to SSOO billion? I know that the House measure which does a 
little more than the Senate does on revenue and a little less on 
spending cuts is closer to your original measure. But as you get 
down to it now, would you rather see more done on the revenue side, 
more on the spending side ­

sorretlung more like the balance that you 
d.1.scussed origlnallJl? 

HR. P.l,.J'JETTA: Bottom lHH2 for me def 1 cit. r·educt..: on. 
;:,...~."1d :f ~c.. 

Q understand that, but do you have ­

a ,..-ay to do 
it? 

MR. PAN"ETTA: I don't tie it to any magic formulas. 
think the key here is if it's dollar for dollar, I think that's 
approximately what. we're looking at in the House version, 
approximately what we're looking at .1n the Senate vers1.on. A.."""ld :.f 
can have 50 percent of this come from spend::.ng cuts and 50 perc-c<1t 
from revenues, that I t:hJ.nk 1s dodblc. 

mea;~, under :::he Senate plan, they str.1.p out many of the business 
:nccnt.r..·es t..hat. you had fought for and wanted. Have you done an 
est:.J.mat.e. adJusted your estimates of what would happen to the economy 
by tak:!.. ng those out? 

HR. PA.."JETTA: Obviously, a primary focus in the 
conference comm.1ttee will be the restoration of investments, both the 
investments that we talked about here as well as restoring some of 
the business investments as well. I think that's going to be a 
primary focus of the conference. 

Q Have you made any effort to hold back efforts to 
amend in the Senate and have the real work of compromise done in 
conference? I;;. other words, to shorten the Senate floor debate 
process, have you asked anyone to hold off on that and save it for 
conf.e:rence? 

t"'lR. p,:u.JETTiL .::;od, any:.t:u:q t.hat. wlll short.en t.he Senate 
debate ·wculd be a ·,.;elcome l ~h1.nk the real-:. ty 1 s t.hat. you· 
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The key rJ..ght now. fu:-Jdamental point .1.s that we· ve got 
to pass t!u_s through the Senate to get it to a conference and to get 
it done. And I th~nk the P..merican people are really looking to our 
leadership to get that ­

to make that happen. This is a good plan. 
I think it's a good plan for the country. It's an essential plan for 
our economy. A.."1.d ultimately, the American people realize that our 
ability to keep our economy on the right track depends on passing 
this economic plan. And there isn't an-:{ other game in to..,'!l. That's 
the problem. 

Everybody can throw grenades at t.hi s and they can all 
make thelr crltlCJ.sms a:-,d they car; all flnd the1r o;.;r: lJtLle rnag;_c­
way to solve the def1c1~ pToblem. But the fundamental r:-rv":::i;:;r:-. 1~; 

that t:I-;osc proposals a:-1d :-hose at...t..acks do:-.';_ rT;.::;ul:_ 1:-: a l=':.:n: 
hdj::peni ng \•Je ~la'v'~ :::h;;; r•-:s~}::ms: i::: l ;_ l ~- y t.o make :j·: i :~ h:-:pp01: :-.·~;' ·.c(­

:;_ ~~ t...=-:r-ouqh the Senate. .:.nd we can get 1 t done And ~ t::1:1k t.nc 

.i\mcr1can people underst.and t.ha.t t.hat.' s ultimately what has t.o be done 
here .1.f we're go1.ng to a·,..·oid grldlock and deal Wl.th our econom1c 
problems. 

Q On that note, a lot of the talk recently has been 
how Republicans have been shaping this whole debate and how they've 
been winning. Do you think you're gaining ground? Do you think 
you're now winning how this really looks and it isn't realistic? 

MR. Pfu"''ETTA: I think the reason we 're winning at this 
point is because every time you focus on the opponents and say to 
them, be specific. tell us how you're going to do this 

mean, 
eve:--ybod;.: 

~lans. The toug!-1 part lS to put a package together- that. c<J.:< qc-t you 

t.he votes to get. l t done. 

As these opponents try to do that, then the public is 
going to have to focus on just how do they get there; "'·hat are their 
simple answers to dealing with the problems of deficit reduction . 
.U.nd I think what you're going to find is they're going to use 
gimmicks. Gimmicks have been used in the past. They're going to 
say, oh, we' 11 do some kind of entitlement cap across-

the-

board. We 

won't tell you what that means in terms of cutting benefits for the 
elderly, or cutting benefits for the poor, or cutting benefits for 
doctors or hospJ.tals. We're not going t.o get 1.nt.o those specJ.f1.cs 
~~e' ll JUSt do a cap across-

the-

board. 

Frankly, that.' s not good enough an'.{more. And I tlunk 
the publ1.c can read through that. So I think you're going to find 
over these next few days that the debate J..s go1.ng to change a great 
deal here because I think what we· ve presented is credible. I think 
what you're going t.o find our opponents presenting is not going to be 
credible. 

Q Hr. Panetta, your charts suggest that there isn't a 
lot of disagreement over this plan between the House and the Senate 
any-way, and you sounded very confident today and Mr. Bentsen sounded 
confident yesterday. I don't really understand why you're so 
confident given the confrontational rhetoric coming from the Hill. 
What is changed to lead you to believe that the House and the Senate 
are going to agree on this package? 

!·lR. P."'--1\lETTA: Because, look, number one, the process a.nd 
the plan J..S movlng fonvar·d. Everybody has compla1nts abo:..:L pcr:-_Jc: 
of lt.. That's the nat.urc of t_he leg1slat.1v'2 process 
work1.ng through t.hose problems ~-;e :..;orked thro'--'9!-': <.t-.em on :.i·h: Hoc;::_;e 

sldc. the Senate lS -,.;orking through those problems and ult_~mat.cLy t_ne 
co:<tr:rence 1s qo:nq to '.f-iOrk t.l~rcug:1 :..hose same pr·ohlcms 

If you look. as l sa 1..d. at the overall package, you 
know, agaln, a good 30 percent of thlS package lS going through 
;.,·u.hout much chdnge. We-'re looking at about less than 20 percent 
where the maJ..n cont.roversJ..es are. Nell, you know. again, that's 
understandable 

everybody has different positions and reflects 
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different feeling from their constituencies. But ultimately in this 
gl..ve~ 

and-

take process, it's working, we're getting it done. And 
that's what makes me confident. 

Look, at th.1.s stage of the game we're on probably the 
fastest ;:.rack we··Je eve~ :x:e:1 oc ,.;:;_[', regu::-ds ;,_n gett..1ng a tudqet 
resolut .1.0:---. done ur:d gf:•:.. ::_ ~ ::g :T:.:.:O;Jc: : 'ac_ ;_();·, acccmp l "shed ·;·::e L ....__ '· 
U~<:~t .,..,e · n:: or: :.hat. ::. ra:::·k : ~-<: ~~ :nc ,, .-::c. abcu::_ c.:~e hope Lha~ be 

c:tone 

MR. PAN'ETTJ\: Yes. 

Q 

so that they don't vote against this ­

· · • .-F; commun 1 cated 

I' ·,·e been 

communlcat:..ng with both the House leadership as well as the Senate 
leadership on this lssue and that's almost on a daily basis. 

Q Mr. Panetta, as long as you're here, why is it 
taking so long to find out who did what in terms of the summary 
firing of the travel office st.aff? One month or more. 

MR. P.n....'mTTA : Mr. ~1cLart:y and I are ­

we have an on-

t:o;:- : nq L -.at 

Q Are you holding off the release of the report untJ.l 
after the debate th1s .....·eek. for political reasons? Don't want to mix 
your messages? 

Q In the next few days? 

HR. PANETTA: No. No, no, it's 

mean, it's a 
continuing, you know, it's an investigation that's ongoing. 

Q Is it an:.~.vhere near done? 

Q An::···..:here near done? 

HR. PJ..i'l:ETTA: Frankly, 1 don't know whether it's 

mean, my understanding is that it's continuing and that it should be 
completed, hopefully, within these next few days. 

Q i-Iell, have you been briefed on the substance of it, 
Mr. Panetta? 

Q I thought you were doing it. 

HR. PA.!~ETTA: We basically wanted ­
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Q They're doing it. for you, you're not doing it 
yourself 

you and Hr. McLarty ­

Q Who is they? 


Q 1-.'ho ~s the· 


HR. PANETTt'.: l'·..,·e bee~: ''·'-"·~·cd ·,~·:.t.h t.hc b~Jdget. pr·ocess 
and we'--..:c Jdent1f1cd pe::>p:<::" ---dt.l-::·-: w ~·il<te House tr:.nt.. a:-..:: dolng t.he 

,) ':.·:hr_,se do;;q ·.. he ·..;ork be::::au~,c ;.;e keep ;::-.c1ng toJd 

::._:,at lt ·s !•1l-. McLart-y and yOu 

Q i\nd Gearan. 


Q Who is doing the work? 


MR. PANETTA: It's basically people within the Nhite 

House that are doing the main work. 

Q 

accountability. 

Q \~hat happened? Las::: -...·eek we 	 were be1.ng ::old ::hat 

lt. now a week 

HR. P.'\.1'\JETTI~: Believe me. I'm very• confident that ·.,.;e' re 
go~ng to get t.hat report out to the people; we have to. 

Q Not this week? 

Q f/Jaybe Dee Dee or Mark can tell us, on the record, 
whose ~n chal-ge of this investigation. 

Q Thank you. It's the only game in town. 

HS. HYERS: t-ie never said it would be done in a couple 
of days. 

Q Yes, ... ._ 

END1:35 P.M. EDT 



ARMS Email System 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (RECONSTRUCTED ENAIL} 


CREATOR: Jonatha!1 P. Gill GILL_J ) (\'rtlO) 


CRE.<;.TION DATE/TIM£.22-JUN-1993 17:20:00.00 


SUBJECT: Press Briefing by Dee Dee Myers 6. 22.93 


TO: {202) 456-6444 { ~-.:'NS_l ) ('i'lliO) 

RE."l,D: l.iDlK.:'l'O\'I""N 

TO: Christlan r·L BaldLl 
Rt-;.;:..n: um~No·.-·m 

TO: 
READ: 

Remote: )'l.ddressee 
I..tNJ-Cl'Jm·m 

( l"""USfol2,TELEMAIL·:iD3=INTEPJ:rET~"?-*RFC- 822\JGILL (A) NSF. GOV@HRX@EOPMRX ) {DEFAULT) 

TO: 

READ: 

Remote Addressee 

LJN1'::NOW'N 

( JIM KOHLENBERGER@EOP_OVP@CCGATE@EOPM?....X ) (DEFAULT) 

TO: 
READ: 

Liz Bowyer 
UNKNOW'"N 

BOWYER_L ) (~\:"HO) 

TO: 
READ: 

Alan J. Stone 
UNK.i'IOhl'i 

STONE_A ) (WHO) 

TO : 
READ: 

Thomas 0 . 
UNY-.....1\l"OY.i'N 

Levenberg LEVENBERG_T ) {t-i'HO} 

TO: 

R~J.\D: 

Remote .::..aa ..·esst:c 

UNKNOi'-JN 

( DEFil.ULT) 

Rcmcte .:.,cd:r·~·ssoc i DEF!.,ULTI 

TO: Remote Addressee ( B\JLLETIN@l=US@2=TELEHAIL@3=H0USE\cVNRX@EOPMRX ) {DEFAULT) 

RE_i::..D : UNKl.$0h'"N 

TO: Remote Addressee ( MATT GELMAN@l=US@2=TELEHAIW3=HOUSE@H?..X@E0PMRX ) {DEFAULT} 

REJ\D: lJNICNOW'"N 

TO: Remote Addressee ( l=US@2=TELEMAIU~3=INTERNET@ ... RFC-822\~·1H-OUTBOX-DISTR (A) LEX-LUTHOR.AI .MIT. EDUC-*MRX@EOPHP~< } (DEFAULT) 

READ: UNKNOt~'N 

TO: Remote Addressee ( lc:o:US@2=TELEMAIL@3=INTERNET@,..RFC-822\JCM.L.{A)REAGA.t'I.AI .MIT. EDU@MRX@EOPMP~X } (DEFAULT} 

R£.P..D: UNKi'IOW"N 

TO: Remote .::..ddressee (DEFAULT) 
READ: U'?'JF:NO'iiN 

DEF;..ULT 

TO: Remote Addressee ( l=US\a?2,TELEMAIIH·3=INTERNET@... RFC- 822\JPOLEY {.1;) ESUSDA. GOV@HP..X·~EOPMRX (DEFAULT) 

READ: UNK.NOW""N 

TO: Remote Addressee ( l=US@2=TELEMAIL@3=INTERNET@"'RFC-822\DLYTEL(A)NSF. GOV@MP.....X,@EOPMRX ) (DEFAULT) 
REF..D: UNKNOW'N 

TO: Jeffrey L. Eller ELLER_J ) (WHO) 

READ: UNENOh""N 

TO: Lisa Mortman HORTMAN_L ) (h"'HO) 
RAAD: UN"KN"Ol4N 

TO: Ernest D. Gibble 
REA.D: UNJ<.J:'10W1'1 

TO· P.;lt.r'JC:a ':JHC 

TG: R.l.Cba:-d St:-au.ss STP..AUSS_H ii-.iHOJ 
READ: UNY.NO~·IN 

TO: Maria M. Tio TIO_M ) (HHO) 

READ: t..TN1'::..t~OW1-J 

TO: Joshua N. Silverman SILVERMA.N_J } {WHO} 
READ: UNf::.NOh'N 

TO: Jess Sarmiento SA.."t?.MIEh"'TO_J ) (WHO} 

READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Lavora R. Barnes (WHO) 
RF.Jl..D: UNN."'i0V1N 

TO: '-. Patr".l.Cla Cogdell COGDELL 
2Eli.D: UNKNG·l·:N 

http:St:-au.ss
mailto:lc:o:US@2=TELEMAIL@3=INTERNET@,..RFC-822\JCM.L.{A)REAGA.t'I
http:LEX-LUTHOR.AI
http:17:20:00.00


ARMS Email System 

TO: ?::1mber-ly· S. Hopper EO?PER K i (W'l-:!0; 

RE;..D: lJNK.J.'lOWN 

TO: Harga1·et ~ Sherry SHERRY_!>"! ) (~·THO) 

RK:O.D: UN.i'-0-V:OWTl 

TO: Elizabeth A. Bernstein BERNSTEIN_E ) (ViHO) 

TO: Carolyn Curiel CtJRIEL_C ) (W""HO) 

RKJ:;D: UN:FJ:'lO~JN 

TO: David B. Anderson ANDERSON_D ) (h"HO) 

READ: i.J""}<"1(NOW"'N 

TO: Laura D. Schwartz SCHWA..~TZ_L } (W"HO) 

READ : UNl'::N'O\'<"N 

TO: Roy Neel NEEL_R l iVPO) 

READ: llNKl"lOVIN 

TO: Thurgood Marshall. Jr 
READ: Ul'J::J."lO'i·m 

TO: Rcmot e l\ddressce 
RE.:..D: UN!<.;."-lm·m 

! N.."'.RLA E. ROMASH<.0·EOP_OVP@CCGATE(VE0PMRX ) {DEFAULT) 

TO: Leon Fuerth 
READ: U'"N'XNOYlN 

FUERTH_L ) (VPO} 

TO: Jack Quinn 
READ: UN1\NOW'N 

QUINN_J (VPOi 

TO: Katie McGinty 
READ: UNI<NOt'I'N 

MCGINTY_K } (VPO} 

TO: Remote Addressee 
READ : lJl.JKNOh'N 

( SALLY J. AIJ':AN@EOP_OVP@CCGATE@EOPNRX } {DEFAULT) 

TO: KuklS, Ee ld.l 

READ: UNi':N0\'<1'1 

{DEP..;ULT) 

.. , :'lCf:. (':,;·tsU:;pher 

l~E.:...D: UN::NOWN 

P 

TO: Ethan J. Zindle::::­
READ: UNYJ-I0~\'1'1 

ZINDLER_E ) {h110} 

TO: Remote Addressee 
READ: iJNt:::NOt.·iN 

l""US@2c::oTELEMAIL@3 =INTEP.NET@.,..RFC- 822\KI!-1_WINN (A} SCC SENATE. GOV@NR..X&EOPMRX ) {DEFALJLT} 

TEXT: 

T'rlE W"HITE 

Office of 
HOUSE 

the Press Secretary 

For lmmed.1at.e Release 

PRSSS BRIEF lNG 

BY DEE DEE fvlYEES 

June 22, 19'::::3 

there are a number of 
senators coming today. I don't have a -

there anybody 

::.;· !·1: kc:, 

f1.ve 
~~ post d ilsL . uunk t_::ere 

four or five coming in today. 
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Q On the budget process or on something else? 

MS. MYERS: On budget process. Senator Lautenberg, 
Senator Deconcini 

I can't remember the others. 


Q Separately? 


i•lS MYERS: Separate l ':'. 


MS. 1-lYEl~S: t.hlnk some of t.hem may have al:·eady come. 


t.:--,lnk t:hey'·.;e been com::..ng 


yes. Deconcini was here earlier, and 
they' 11 be coming sort of ­

Q Do they have specific concerns or ­

l-iS. MYERS: Ye::>. 

t"?:S !"!YERS: Yes 

about what specifically their 
concerns are, but ­

Q They're meeting with the President. 

MS. MYERS: They're meeting with the President in sort 
of 20­

m.1nute blocks. 

Q Dec Dee do you, fact. plan c.v put out some k1nd 
of Travel Offlcc pr0be tins ·week? 

Q ;..nd who J.S 

thought that NcLarty and Panetta 
were just doing this_ Who, in fact, is conducting the ­

MS _ MYERS: They are 

think 1'-lack 1 s much more 
.1:-:volved .1n 1 t da;,- to ddy- than Leon, s tnc:e Leon's been ve-r-y 

p:::-eoccup:ed Nl.lh t:1e t:udge"L r~·oce:.~S; d 1:.hougf: bOl~f: !-ir. 1•1CLan.. y a::d 

an:::; we~-~; 

Q But he's presumably not doing all the n.1tty gr~tty 
work 

MS. MYERS: He's not doing the interv·iews, no. 


Q Who's doing that? 


MS. MYERS: John Podesta, among others. 


Q Didn't you announce that Podesta and Todd 




ARMS Email System 

HS. MYERS: Todd .:.s U.iSG ·..;o:-kl; o;: 1t 

Tony Podesta 

I mean, for Jol-'.n Podesta. Tony, John, the Podesta 
brothers. (Laughter. 

Q 

go back to the senators. \-ihose initiation are 
these meetings? Is it on the President's ­

HS. r"'iYERS: ~-Jell, I t-hlr~k that each ot the senat.::;rs 
who's com1ng ln today expressed concerns about some aspect of the 

conce:-ns. But l th1nk we ldent:;_fied them as havu1g part1cular 

Q ~1ould you be able to characterize ­

Q 1-lhat other concerns specifically, do you know? 

MS. HYERS: I don't want to get into the details of the 
meetings. 

Q Has the President called other members of this 
family to try to so:::-t out -;.;hat they thJ.nk about the brothe:-. the 
half-

brother? 

!·1S MYEE.S: He has spoken Lo h 1 s mot. her 

tc h1s rnot.hc::·. He placed a call t-o Leo:; 

the ot.he1· Leon 

Ritzenthaler yesterday. He called him both at his home in California 
and tried to reach at his hotel in New York; has not heard back from 
him. I think he said in the photo op that he might try to reach him 
again in a couple of days_ And if he does talk to him, he'll put out 
a statement of some kind. 

Q ~>Jell, two questions. One, we have alv.rays heard 
throughout hl.stor:-· here ho;.; ,.,.onderfu1 the 1.-Ihlt.c House operators 
they car:. find someone dny,.,.ht:!re. Is he t.ry.1ng to ;:;akt~ •.:-hcs~' cod;::; 

himself. not through a. h'l-.1.t.e House operut~r? 

!•1S. t-1YERS: No, 1 do:-:t't know f:o:r sure, bu~. I would 

.i\:1d don't kr;o~-.· whether- :::..h£> '.'ihltC !-:lcn..t::;c ope::-ator::; have ever been 
able t.o t:rack down people on :.he streets of. New York City. 

Q But he obvJ..ously has seen h.1.m, hasn't he? He's 
seen him on t.elev2.sion. 

tvJS. MYERS: But, no, he left a message for him, and 
th~nk expects t.o speak to him ­

Q Let me follow up, what is his operating assumptl.on 
at. this point? 

to'JS. MYERS: 

:~nc 11 dt some po: r:t 

r::andJ ng or. 1 ;_ he'll do t-hat. l don· t. th:..;;k 


.. -. appropr1at.e tor me to say anymore. 


Q 
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there's skepticism that this person is his half-

brother, is that true? 

MS. MYERS: Well, I don't ­

mean, I don't know that 
the facts ln t71J.S a:ce complet-ely c-lear, but cen::a"inly this gentleman 

Q Based on what he knows, does he t.h1..nk that th1s guy 
.1s his half 

brother? 

MS. MYERS: Again, that's something that you'll have to 
ask him. 

Q He saw him on television, did he? 

MS. MYERS: I don't know whether he saw him or has just 
read accounts of it. But as he said during the photo op, he's sort 
of been impressed by his humility and the way he's handled this whole 
episode. 

Q Dee Dee, 

he had wrlt.ten Lo t.hen 

Governor Cl LnLon duri:1g the camp-:ng:-L Do y·ou 
know whether- he had actualJ':· sce:1 those 1ett.crs 

tvlS. MYERS: No, I don't believe the President ever saw 
the letters, although they were received at the campaign. I think it 
was JUSt one letter. 

Q Do you know why he didn't see them? And what other 
similar ty-pe letters did the President get, people claiming to be 
family members? 

HS. MYERS: Yes, don't have a specific accounting, but 
~t was 

there were a numJ:::>e•r- of let.t.c:·s rccc:_-,,cd by t.n~-: cdmpals:~ 

from people claJm1nq t.o be n;L.-H.. i\:es of t:-.e Pre:sldt:'n:. 
that's uncommon for people who become well 

kno;-m, and part.lcularl·-:" 

You know, of course, the Pres1dent. 

or then-

candidate and Governor 
Clinton didn't see all the mail that was received at the 
headquarters. 1'-Je were receiving literally thousands of pieces of 
mail a week. So I don't know the exact chronology of what happened 
with this letter .. 

Q Did this letter include the birth certificate or 
marriage license? ..Z'I....<"1d did any other letters ­

MS. MYERS: 1-lr. Rltzenthaler said 1t d.1.d; and ha·.rer;· 
t.he exact document 

0 If that's the case, do y-ou know that wouldn't: have 
been for-,.;arded to the cand1.date lf someone actually 

specific 
sends him documentation of his claim? 

HS. MYERS: I don't . I don't. know .. 

Q Nho made that decision in the campaign? ~Vas that 
Betsy Wright? 

HS. HYERS: I think Betsy's commented on it. I'd have 
to refer you to her for specifically how she handled lt. Again, 
don't:. know of the exact tick· 
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tock. 

rece:ved 1 kr:.o-...· :he Pres:_de.:;t. d"id ::ot 


durlng the campaign 
there was talk -- of other relatives coming forward ­

do know if 
this has been a Clinton family thing that they have talked about ­

w·hether they had relatives ­

this ~s obv1.ously a very personal .1ssue. P.nd it's a very 
diff1.cult .1ssue, I think, particularly under the circumstances. A..'1d 
it's a ­

and now to have it unfold in such a public way, I think, is 
difficult.. A.:Jd so I think the less said about it ­

mean, I think 
at some point we'll try" to find out the details of the letter. 
think there's clearly some ::._::terest in that and ·,.;hat sort of course 

t..hc p~-cs1dcnt and ho·w he feel,::; about :t. 
those untou:-:hcd 

Q Dec Dee. Gene ~\'e_;_ngan:.e;::'s art.1c1c soY: of 1a:..d 

th.u.> o<.:t. seem1.ngly wit:1out quest..1on. But he seems t..o have mace some 
contact-s at the ~-.lhit:.e House before. Were h~s quest1.ons to and to 

MS. MYERS: Who? 

Q Gene YJeingarten 

treated seriously? Was his 
approach treated seriously? A..'"1d r;,•as the President respons1 ve to 
that? 

they· had done some ve~·--;: good :-epon.1r:.g on :..IllS . .'\nd 
facts certa1.nly ::old u~ 

Q But he knew about the story ­

MS. MYERS: Yes, we were informed that he ­

that Gene 
was working the story last v.'eek. 

Q P.nd he chose t.o not. make an effort. t.o fi:1d t.h1.s 
brother unt.ll after t:1e story prlnt.ed. 
several days all t~e facts ln the story 

HS. NYE.R.S: He learned oi t.hc facts over the -....·eekend. 
:our:d out on FI"lda-.· 

?r1.day afternoon. 

http:prlnt.ed
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Q Not before that? 

MS. HYERS: No. didn't, no. And I don't believe 
anybody else did, although I can't say for sure. 

Q So he was briefed on this then, or ­

MS. MYERS: He was JUSt let know what was comlng in the 
story, and he chose not ::o 

0 E1s i~rst nod to th.1s w·as not the stor1·. 

MS. MYERS: No. 

Q Dee Dee, there was another aspect of the story that 
was very touching, if you will 

the first, the eyewitness account 
of how his father died. Were these facts unknown to him, and did he 
have any 

d1.d he r-ead the story? Dld he 1H·v·e any ::-eact.lon to that? 

again, he just finds out that 
he has this half-

brother; he's curious enough yesterday to place a 
call. Nhy now the comment that he ­

it might take a couple days? 
think most people's first reaction would be to try to find him today. 

MS. tvlYERS: He left a couple of messages, and Leon did 

~-as not. called back. 

he's :;..n 
transit. I think that the Ritzenthalers a little overwhelmed by 
the amount of. tension this has generated. think -

don't think 
they could have possibly known what was in store for them, and I 
think the President. just wants to give them a little time. 

Q You don't think. they knew what was going to happen 
when he flew across count:ry· to New York to do some interviews? 

MS. FlYERS: I JUSt don't thlnk 

people ,~·no dor:':. dc:ci ~ 

·..:::::n t.b.1s o::: a da·/ 

::.o 

day bas1s ha·.:e any idea what l.t 's llke. 
iLaughter.) 

Q Who lS it, though, that's looking for a little ­

who is it that's looking for a little calming in this ­

the 
Ri t zenthalers or the President? 
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NS. HYERS: I think the President would just as soon see 

some of the 

mean, thu1k g:ve c..r.ese fo"i.ks a bttle space he:--e 

may try to reach 
him agaln lD a couple of days and we'll let you all kno;..• if he does. 

Q Do you know ­

wait a couple days, and why not 
today? 

MS. MYERS: It's a very personal issue, and I think the 
President would just as soon handle it personally and let you know 
when he reaches him. 

Q One q<.:est.1on. Does t..he ?resldent: consider 1t 
automatlC that he .;_s Jus h<tlf 

NS. i'>iYERS: I just am not go2ng to comment on that . 

.'\gain, if the ?reside:1t feels comfortable at some polnt commenting on 
the speclflCS, I t••lll leave that to him. 

Q Does the President want to find out if this is his 
half-

brother, or lS he simply content to talk to the gentleman and 
leave it lie? I mean, what ~ 

t-1S. Wr'2RS: .~.ga~n, the per.sonal what does he want, 
ho·.·• do.:;s he .teel quest :r..o:ts, 

0 J\_;:.C ar-c U:c: an·,· p;d: s :..:: ha·..-.---. c.hc­ P:--f:s-.d,:_::--;_~ :nee:: 

:.:.h: s ger::. Le:lndr:·: 

;;-ld 

Q Dee Dee. two questlons 

these phone messages ~ 

Q Dee Dee, have you got any travel coming up this 
week? 

t-iS. HYERS: No. 

Q 

messages nu,-.· ~o hlm, unrcccl·~·e-d on the other end. Not '-'-'make ..il.ghL 
of :r..t... but ·,.,;-hat exactly does a Pres::dent say when he's leavu1g a 
message an answerlng mach1.ne? 

MS. 1-lYERS: I think: that somebody left it for him. 

Q Saying what? 

MS. MYERS: Saying I'm calling on behalf of President 
Clinton. Please give us a call, here's the number. The President 
wants to talk to you. I don't know exact.ly, but I would imagine it 

a pretty straightforward message. 

Q \'ihat' s that phone number? (Laughter.} 

HS. !vlYERS: 5SS ~ 

about. tr-.lS persor: be::.ng :.n New "'{ork dc>lng a coupLe of T'.' :r:t_cr-v:r..;::-..,.·s·.­

1-lS. MYERS: \~ell, I actually th~nk the President 

http:exact.ly
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commented on that. He thinks that he's handled himself very well. 
think the President said he was impressed by his humility and just 
thJ.s sort of nature of the way he's handled it. And beyond that he's 
saJ..d very· little. 

Q Dee Dee, back to the budget process, Nr. Panetta 
was indicating that the administration is e:x-pecting a lot of 
amendments on the Senate floor. Up to this point, there's been a 
hands-

off attitude towards the process and looking towards 
conference. Is the President prepared to weigh in on either 
Republican or Democratic amendments, either pro or con, as that 
unfolds·? 

MS. NYERS: No. I think our posJ..tlon toward the Senate 
pr:ocess bas not changed. T th.1nk the Pres1dent has made clear wha:::. 
he'd l:ke r-.() see come oc.;t.. c-f t..:::1s ;-.;e• ll walt.. 

t.he most lmport.ant 
thJ.ng lS mov.1ng the process forward and getting something into 
conference. But I don't think you have to be too involved in the 
process to know that there's a lot of amendments coming. 

Q 

in talking to these Democratic senators who 
might be meeting with him who have concerns who may be looking 
for,.,.ard to the amendment process to change or shape the bill to thelr 
benefit, are ­

.ls t.he President.. p:::.-epan~d t..o :.e!..l ;:-_hem l suppon.... Uns 

or back r:::1,c;rn c.:t=: ~n <:::-::· '•·:ay? 


prepa.:---cd 

what he wants to work for in conference 
and to listen to them ­

to listen to their concerns. I think .... 

can't speak to the specific nature of every conversation, but 
obviously they'll present. their concerns to the President, talk to 
h1.m about -..;hat they'd like to sec come out of thJ.S; then Fres.1denl 
wJ..ll talk to them about. ;,.;hat.. he wdr::.:s :.o see come our.... of the 

:J Do y·ou know ·.,:het:e :~·ou a:-e on t.hal, ·..rot.e· 

HS. HYERS: No, I don't have a specific head count. 

Q Do you there will be this week? 

MS. Ml:'ERS: A vote? I think we expect it Thursday or 
Friday. I mean, they'd like to wrap up by Thursday. I don't know if 

Senator Mitchell doesn't know whether they'll be able to get it 
done. 

Q Dee Dee. on r •nd:.ng a m1ddle ground on t.he enc-:-gy 
t.a:-: 1n con!:erencc D1recc.or ?OJ:J.et.t.a. 1::1d1cated t.hat any· scale 

:.:::at :.ax ·..:ould ha·v·e to be consldercd 1.11 conJunct.lon "'-'"lt.h any 
addJ.Llona.~ enLJ..t.lemem: sa<angs that. you mJ.ghL f1.nd acceptable. 
Senate F1.nance has $19 b1.llion more J.n Med1.care sav1.ngs than your 
package. Is J.t accurate to conclude, then, that you're willing to 
scale back ener~y 

a broad-­

based energy tax -- to $19 billion if 
entitlement savings end up to be $19 billion? 

MS. MYERS: I think the point that Leon tried to make 
was that what he wants to see is $500 billion in deficit reduction; 

http:D1recc.or
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Q Do you have anything on the White House Chef? 

MS. MYERS: No, other than that we can't comment on it. 
I guess it's being handled by Counsel. I told people earlier I would 
get back to you on the specific process. I don't know if it's OPM or 
White House Counsel, but it is ­

Q So he's on the JOb 

Q At what rank?· J..t h.ts lowe-:- rank or-

NS. r.,.riERS: No, I think it's unchanged. 

Q You mean he's doing lettuce and carrots. 
{Laughter. 

HS. MYERS: I thiP..k pots and pans comes to mind. No, 
there's been no change in his duties or his status. 

Q Is he doing broccoli. 

Q Can I ask you on Ha.1t.1. Tomorrov;' s Lhe deadllnc of 

the U.N. And General Raul Cedra. reports are com.1ng out of Ha1:.1. 
that he's w:tll.1ng to meet with President ;:..r1.st:tde to d:_scuss t.i"'.e 
s:_tuatlon. Does the \.>Jh2te House have any comment on that? 

MS. i"''Y£ES: Obvlously·, yes. Sanct2ons are scheduled to 
:..akc ef. feet tomorro·..;_ I thlnk lt.' s 

we welcome General Cedras' s 
invitation to meet with President Aristide. A.."ld we would hope that 
-- we've been encouraging talks all along and we had hoped that they 
would go back to the negotiating table and work out a settlement. we 
remain committed to full restoration of democracy and President 
.Zi.ristide' s return. 

Q Dee Dee, on the G-

just ask you, do you have 

tradltionally there' nccn a bn.. ef.1ng for G­

-; coun::.rles 

MS. 1'-lYERS: Yes 

I 'm sorry? ~-Je' 11 do some kinds of 
briefings. 

Q Yes, but a briefing for the other press from the 
G­

7 countries. 

NS. MYERS: I don't know what the ­

haven't made a;-:·.· 

arrangements y<-~t fo1- forc:gr: p1·ess. hie' re 2n t.he p:-occss cf 

!:;89­

6;"22 
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THE "i"V-:>-!ITE HOUSE 

Oftice of the Press Secretary 

For JmmedE< t.e ?.e lease 

BY DEE DEE MYERS 

The Bricflng Room 

11:37 ;...,M. EDT 

MS. MYERS: A..."1y questions? I have no announcements. 

Q Nhat' s the President doing about the budget today, 
and how do you foresee the day? 

MS. MYERS: He'll spend some time today on the phone, 
calling various senators, helping to ensure final passage of the 
budget package this evening. I don't know exactly when the vote will 
be, but will probably be sometime thls even.1.ng. 

Q ···.'1ll he make a st.at.emer~L aftf'r t.hat. ·· 

HS. 1>-iYEES: If !t happe:1s. yes, at. a reasc:1a.b nOt~r 

l-ie· 11 make d stateme::t about .:. t. 

Q The last t.1me it '"as 11:00 p.m. 

Q Is there a possibility of a news conference? 


MS. MYERS: Last time it was at, like, 9:30p.m. 
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Q News conference tomorrow? 

HS. HYERS: Possible. We don't have anything totally 
scheduled at this point, but I think that's possible. He'll have 
something to say about it tomorrow as well 

1 t :.T<c:tc::--da:/ a:1:j 1s co::t.lr:ued tc be kept. 1:1::crmcd about t.he 
opera:..:on As :.'ou know. the suspect:s w111 have the1r prel:..m1nary 
appe.:;.r·anc-e ::._n cou.--t th:.s aften1oon. and then there's gou1g to be a 
news conference at 2:00 p.m. with the var~ous la•,.; enforcement 
agenc~es who are involved. Beyond that, I can't say much. 

Q Did he have any decisions to make, such as the 
timing of the arrest? Did he have any operational role? 

MS. MYERS: He was informed about it, but beyond that I 
can't say. 

Q Is Judge Sessions the main ~ 

lS he the main person 
runnln9 this, gl·.-·en hls .Sltuatlon? 

1>15. i·lYEF:S: don't knc·..; e: act.ly what Judge SessHm.s' 

<ole speclfH:all·,.· 
en:· o-.·cer:1c n ag~;c;c 1cs 

MS. MYERS: Yes. The FBI clearly i::; pla:,.nng a maJor 
role in thls. 

Q Has the President called President Mubarak, or has 
anyone from the administration, to brief President Mubarak? 

MS. MYERS: No, not that I know of. The President has 

not. 

Q Dee Dee, on Haiti ­

esterday? 

HS. MYERS: Through the normal national security 
chan..-"lels, and he's being kept ~nformed through national security 
channels. 

Q So did Tony Lake do it? 

HS. HYERS: Yes. 

Q And was he aware before yesterday about this was 
generally brewing or in the works, or was yesterday the first that he 

apprised of what ·..;as happening? 

HS. HYERS: I don't. kno·...- the specifics about prior to 
yesterday ·.....hat 

someth.:;:nq that we dor: · t d:..scuss 

Q But you can cilscuss when he flrst. learr.ed t.hat. 
there t.errorlst 

and that they were being investigated. 

r"lS. MYERS: P..ll I can say is that he was informed about 
this operation yesterday. Beyond that, I not prepared to discuss 
the contents of those security briefings ­

Q Has Sess 1ons been 

lt 

Tony get=; 
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Q Is the Attorney· General involved? 

MS. MYERS: Operationally, she's ­

the FBI report.s to 
the Attorney GeneraL And Justice is certainly sort of providing ­

they're involved in it. They're not providing a lot of details at 
this point, other than to say there 1s this news conference today at 
2:00p.m. 

Ne·..: York?0 

:; T!w Ft"es~dent..'s br1ef1.ngs :.a ....-e been tram Tony Lake, 

t..:-.cy havcr1' been phone call:; from '.>iebb Hubbell 01- phone calls f:::-om 
Janel Reno? 

MS. MYERS: Through the normal national secun.ty 
channels. 

Q Do you know about when Tony Lake 

do you know 
about when the briefing ­

MS. MYERS: No, I would refer you to Justice for the 
specific details of that meeting. I mean, the President continues to 
wait for a report from the Attorney General on the status of Judge 
Sessions. kno·..,.. that the Attorney General is working hard to 
resolve this. 

Q Dee Dee, can you tell us ­

tor a seconU 

:,.;capo:;s 

"Lnspect.ors '-'' Baghdad and the Iraq1 government., lS t:he Pres1dent. 
be1ng kept infonned of t!us? How concerned is he about tins lat:est. 

standoff? 

t<'lS. NYERS: The President's being kept informed. Beyond 
that, don't have any comment. 

Q Are you familiar with it? Do you know the details? 

MS. HYERS: I know the broad outlines of the issue. 
don't know the details. 

Q Does he have a final report from the FBI yet on the 
assass~natJ.on attempt and ­

0 Dec Dec. 901119 1nto the budget_ ·-.rot:f.:, whaL's t.he 
out.i.ook from your standpoJ.nt? ~<Jhat' s your vote count.:tng loolnng 
llke? 

MS. MYERS: ~1ell, I think there's going to be a lot of 
people working very hard throughout the day, but we expect that it 
will pass. 

Q To follow up on that, how worried are you about 
this dispute with liberal Democrats on Hedicare? Do you think that's 
going to be much of a setback? 

http:standpoJ.nt
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MS. MYERS: I thin.'lc clearly there have been 

senators 
ac::_·oss the ideological spcct. rum t-.a'-:e ra tsed 's !:leer: 

somet.h1.ng that the t•laJorlt.. y Lea.de:·· and oth.ers ha\:e ;.;orked ·.;c;r-·'/ ;;c;.:·d 
to reach a consensus. I t.h1-nk we'll see that. and :::hen -..;e' ll go j_n:::o 
t!-.e conference pl-ocess "''hen:: a lot of t:-,ose dc<_?.ll s w: l1 be hammered 

be 

that's going to be a good, vigorous debate. 

Q Dee Dee, earlier this morning, you were quoted as 
say1.ng the votes weren't there for passage. .!1.re they there now? 

HS. MYERS: I think they' 11 be there by the end of the 
day. think that's what Senator Mitchell as been saying throughout 
this process, is that we're working very hard on it, but he has been 
optimistic throughout this. 

Q Are they there now? 

1>1S. MYERS: You'll have to check with Senator N.1tchelL 
They· ll be the rc ·,vhcn 

:.he::· 
·...::-:er. u:~ : ~ r:a 1 ·:cu:: 

Q Dee Dee, .lS the President call.1ng any Republicans? 

NS. MYERS: I don't think so. I don' t. think the ­

the 
Republicans have made it pretty clear they're not going to support 
the President's package. 

Q What about Senator Hatfield or Jeffords? 

MS. MYERS: I don' t kno-w. To my knowledge he has not 
yet contacted them, but he may very well. If they're willing to 
dlsCuss th.1s. then I th.lnk :t's ent.i:re1" llkely the P:rcsldcnt w~uld 

call. 

!•lS. t":':'EH..S: Obvlously, then·~' s gc:.ng to be some 
comp.rQmlse •...·orked out 0:1 an energy t.ax. ?..11d I think that we'll leave 
that to the conference process. The reason that we can't comment on 
it yet .1s because the process hasn't started. I think it's safe to 
say the administration will be very involved in the conference 
process. We' 11 sit down and work very hard to resolve the areas 
where there are questions between House and Senate members and make 
sure that t.he President • s principles are maintained. 

Q Will the President publicly take a position on 
conference? 

MS. MYERS: I think we'll wait and see how the 
conference process unfolds. At this point we ·...-on' t. 

Q Could u:·L! us a.!Jout. the compromr.se wbr.c!-1 1s 

Q ls The Post. st.or-.1 fa:trly accurat.e t.his morn1.ng 
about the compromJ.sc? 

MS. HYERS: We haven't seen the report yet, so I 
ce::.·tainly can't comment on the details of what might be in that 
report. 

Q Well, let me ask you a question. A federal judge 
in California said that the military could not deny gays a 
constJ.tutional right to serve in the military. Now, if the Y1hite 
House is negotiating with the Pentagon a kind of compromise, isn't 
the President barga1n1.ng away the conStltUtlonal rights of a 
substant 1.al segment of the populat1.on? 

i•iS 1'-iYE?S: :<1.::-st Jf :'ij] the Pres::.dent lS nOL 

barga.;.n1.ng w::_t:: ~-~<<-" Pe:--,tago:: on t.hco.~ 1ssue 1-ile't·e cer~_alnl·: 

i>:"t::.SJdc:-:t_ .,1skcd SecreLa..--·:' .:~sp:;.n t.C- prcs-;;:nL a d~·aft. t':':·:ccut:,"i..' :.::d,_-,;- by 
,-.:c:l· ''-" Y. Scc~·<:'t.ary ~-...~~p:..n 1s go1r.q t.o comp.~f '-''l.t.h ::.~aL .-\nd ·x<:::' 

take ?. look at wJ--,at. he: :-ccommcnds. lU1d t.:1e PresJ.dent -~.;l}l maK<:: a 

http:barga.;.n1.ng
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Q aut .1sn · t t.he process which you're now undertaking 
a cons.1.derable step backward from what he said in the campa.1.gn on 
this .1ssue? 

NS. MYERS: Again, I can't emphasize enough, the 
President hasn't made any final decisions at this point. What he 
said during this process and during the campaign was that he does not 
believe anyone should be denied the right to serve in the military on 
t.he basis of status alone. 

Q Does that mean serve openly? 

HS. MYERS: The details of it are yet to be worked out. 
I think it's clear that there are certain obstacles. Mernbers of 
Congress don't support an ent.1.re lifting of the ban. I don't thl 1k 
that's a poss.tl:)llity. But I th:1nk that the Presider:.t. cor:.t-Jnt:cs -:...o 
support his goal He does not bell eve peop l c shou ~ j :o~~ d.::,~-: ~·'d :_:-;•· 

doesn't belJ.e·,·e t:.here should be an:' ::hanges .<:-::.he Ur::fo;-.-n Code- '""'~ 

N:l1tar·y Just.lCC 

0 

setting a very clear precedent on matter, saying what the military 
and cannot do. \-1hy doesn 1 t he just not ­

HS. HYERS: I think that ­

don't know ·,..•hat the status 
of that dec;;.s::on .ts. I'm famllla.:- w·lth 1t, but I th1nk we'.:--c go1:19 
to move for;...·ard Wlth this po:::.1cy and we' 11 deal ;,.;1th t:-:e 

Q You have been statlng for the past few days that 
the ~'ihite House approves or would like to see a d.laloglle between 
."'1.r.1stide and General Cedras. But the news reports have been all over 
the place. First, Aristide says, yes, he is imposing conditions 

MS. MYERS: No, we've been in contact with Father 
Aristide, and he has accepted a meeting without conditions. 

Q Without conditions? 

HS. MYERS: Without conditions. 

Q Today? 

1<\S. MYERS: .:..s of my last checkHH'J on that, he'd 
accepted a meet.1ng ;.:lt.hout. c::_m:j-;L:.o~ts. -...:b;_cf-. Ob\·~ousl:,· we t.h1nk JS a 

good thu~g. 1-.'c con:-...1:1ue :-...o hope and push tor a negot.1at:ed seu.lement. 
-:n<d ::.he ::-es~O!""dt..1-Jn of de;-;JOC>L~y :.h 

r1s NYE?.S: I do:-;.' t. have an·y· of the details. I'm not. 

they· -~-e been resolved. 

Q Has Goldin been told he can stay at NASA? 

HS. MYERS: I've seen that account. I will have to take 
that question. 

Q Dee Dee, the Russian Foreign Minister has postponed 
his visit to the United States. Is that because he's upset about 
U.S. pressure to stop selling high~ 

tech weapons to Third Norld 
countries? 

1'1S i"<1YE?.S; I :.h1 nk at. ~!1e ag!""eement of both 

postponed unt.1l <<f:et· _, 

tech weapons to 
Thlrd ~Vorld countries one of the issues that needs to be worked out? 

1MS. MYERS: It s certainly something that the two 
countries have talked about. As you know, President Yeltsin and 
President Clinton talked about it at the summit. President Clinton 
followed that up with a letter emphasizing our concerns about nuclear 

http:ent.1.re
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weapons proliferation, and it's something that we continue to 
discuss. 

Q Are they irritated at our insistence that they 
stop? 

MS. HYERS: V1ell, you'd have to check with them. But 
think ou:- laws and our vie...,·s on this are very" clear. 

Q Dee Dec, do you have a :--eact.lO:': to ::: •c at-resc._~o 

Ne:,.; York? 

i"iS. HYERS: Not. yet 

!<iS. MYERS: No, both countries agreed to postpone it 
unt.1l after G­

7. 

Q Who initiated the postponement? 

NS. HYERS: There's been an ongoing dialogue, and both 
countries agreed to it. 

Q I don't understand. You say they're postponing 
this until after the summit so they can work on summit business? 

r-!S. MYERS: Befo~-e t.hc summlt 

bus:tly 

Q Oh. they· re woz-klng on summ.1t bus1ncss separately 

HS. HYERS: Separately. 

Q 

so they don't want to meet, even though they're 
going to meet at the summit, until after the summit? 

HS. HYERS: The countries are working individually on 
preparations for the summit. They're discussing a number of issues, 
including technology issues, which I'm sure will come up when the two 
presidents s~t dowTi.. 

0 Usually. meet1ngs are a good -..;ay ~v poe pan-:- for 

1'-15. :>r:'E?S: There's a.::id.:;:...J.onal det.ails t.~1Z1::. need t.o be-

Q l'rr sorr;, I'm lost. 

MS. HYERS: The meeting wasn't scheduled to discuss 
issues 

Q I know, but I'm completely lost, Dee Dee. Help me 
out here. gather that they're not going to have the meeting before 
the summit so that they can better prepare for the summit, and then 
they're going to have the meet1.ng after the summ1.t? 

t·JS. 1-'iYERS: The 171C'et.::.:oq -..;as not. scheduled 

summ1t. 1ssues. :..~pec:f"!.cal 

Q Dee Dee, to what extent does U.S. aid for Russia, 
U.S. support for G-

aid to Russia linked to this weapons 
proliferation issue? 

MS. MYERS: To what extent is G­

Q 
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:s a 1d tv: F:ussht l inkcci t.c :_he ·.·:ea. pons 
prolJ..feratlon 1ssw?, and our concerns about Russian sales to Ind1a 
and elsewhere? 

NS. MYERS: mean, we've made very clear our position 
with reference to the MTCR. 'de' re moving forward at the same time 
with aid for Russia. We have made it clear that that is a high 
priority for the U.S., and we're going to continue to press for 
Russia aid. 

Q There's no linkage? That means there's no linkage? 

Q Even if you don't get progress on weapons 
proliferation? 

HS. HYERS: At this point, we're moving forward on talks 
about the HTCR, well as Russia aid. Ne' re going to cont1nue to 
!==ress tor P.tt.ssla a1.d 

>·ie 
expect to make good prog::_·e:.;s on that. As you knc,.,.·, : t..' pus sed t.he 

House. 

Q i'.'hy are the two lSSues not linked? 

!vlS. HYERS: That we're moving forward on both issues. 

Q Why are they not linked and why is the missile 
control regime not to be an issue at the summit? 

MS. HYERS: I didn't say the 

there's two separate 
issues here, or slightly separate issues here. (Laughter.} 
Chernomyrdin was coming to the United States to talk about energy and 
space technology issues, and also an ongoing discussion about missile 
technolog·y and -weapons transfers. Obviousl .. ?::"esJdent Cl:::'l~.on dnd 

Pres::.de:nt Ye l tSlr1 d~.scussed t.!:o.se l.SS;;cs at t. he sc.:.rrm:; t. 

The ?res.1.dent se::t Pres1dent. Yelts1:1 a ie:..:.er n.:1tcra::;ng h1s 
concerns about those <.ssues. It· s somet..bJ.ng we·: l c::Jr~t. 1 :1ue :_:::; 

,.,·.:.ll clea.rly· be d1.scussed. and af.t..e::- :.he summl~ ·.-.·e·~J :zx=:k ::::y~;~•r·d 

reschedul1.ng Chernomyrd.:tn' s \'l.Slt ;;,et-e t.o meet ·.·nth ~/::ce PY"es1der.t 

Go:::"e and talk about energy and technology issues. 

Q Can I repeat my question? YJhy, since we've had 
what is ascribed as a very serious inc~dent where we tracked this 
material into the Ukraine and finally managed to stop it there, why 
is this issue not linked with U.S. and, in fact, G­

7 aid to Russia? 

MS. NYERS; Because we're moving forward on aid to 
Russia and we're going to move foD>~ard on our talks on missile 
technology_ 

Q That describes what you're doing. His question ~s 
why you're doing it that way instead of having ~t. be an issue. 

t-!S. r-rrEt-:s · It's someth1::1g that 

aga .. ::. ~.ez.:r.nolo9y 


·,..-1.11 l:_kely 


there· s no 

it's something that 
they d~scussed in Vancouver; something that they'll discuss in Tokyo. 

Q It's a security issue. 

HS. HYERS: It is a security and a technology issue. 

Q Then why is it not linked with aid to Russia? 

HS. MYERS: Because we're going to move forward ·.,;1t.h aid 
for R.uss.1a It's somt::th.lng that. we· :--e wor'l·:u1g on 

Q i<ie under::;;tand that The quest..1on 1 ;.;, ·...·hy ·•.:ould 
thJ.s not be llnked :::.o :::.hat: ~·Jhy .LS ::.t okay· to go z;hcad ;-.·1th a1d t.o 
RUSSla at 

HS. MYERS: ~·Jc have, in the past, imposed sanction::; on 
Russian companJ.es that. vJ.olate the Missile Technology Control Regime. 
If we determine there have been further violations, we will not 
hesitate to J.mpose further sanctions against Russian companies who 
are ~n violation. Make no mistake about that_ At the same time ­
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Q We have the Russian free enterprise sector running 
amuck and we wouldn't want to punish the government for it? Is that 
the idea? 

~15 t-'!YERS: I \•il}l r"elt.e.rat.e. lf we dete::-mi:1c that 

is there 
a reason for that? 

HS. MYERS: I think I've said all I can say on this. 

Q It's my understanding the Russians are not 
signatories to that international technology regime. 

NS. HYERS: U.S. law requires that violators be 
punished, that there be sanctions. 

Q Even J.f they haven't Slgned onto it? 

t-15. l"lY~:FS: i-Jell, 't-;c' re dJ.SCUSSlng it Wl th them. 


Q Or is it only the companies? 


MS. MYERS: We take it very seriously. I think 

President Clinton has communicated his concerns to President Yeltsin. 
It's been communicated at a number of levels. And we • re going to 
continue to push for enforcement. 

Q Let me try linkage in a different way. 


MS. HYERS: You • re not going to get me to say it, so ­

Q 

~xtent that t.hcrc· lS :::ilf f ;u2.t.·/ 

at the risk of sounding redundant, 
let me say that we're going to continue to move for,.;ard on Russian 
a~d. We're going to continue to ­

we lock forward to meeting with 
?resident Yeltsin to discuss a number of issues. f\nd we' 11 continue 
to make it very clear that we will not tolerate violations of the 
Missile Technology Control Regime. 

Q Do you trunk you'll end up mov~ng more slowly on 
a:td lf you' -:-e forced to move more slowly on ;.;eapons? 

MS. r<lYERS: That.' s hypothet J cal. 

that t t been rolled up or are there more people out 
the:-e that. are st.lll pos_;_ng a threat to the U.S 7 

HS. M"lERS: I Just ca:1' t comment beyond 

you'll have 
to walt for the press conference at :00 p.m. after the preliminary· 
court appearance. 

Q Does the President have a reaction to the arrests 
this morning? 

Q Can I follow that? Are there ­

!'IS !>E2RS: Not yet. 
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Just don't have anything else to add to 
that unt.ll later. 

Q ?.ny changes in security here, Dee Dee? 

MS. MYERS: Not that I know of. 

Q Dee Dee, Senator D' Amato said a few hours ago that 
he had heard about this quite a few days ago and he had extra 
protect ion. 

HS. MYERS: I just can't comment on the specific 
details. There will be a press conference at 2.00 p.m., and ~·e'll go 
from there. 

1·1S ~'iYERS: No. No deClSlOTl. 

Q Do you have any ­

I mean, advance party's going 
out this weekend. 

MS. HYERS: don't think it would mean ­

would req..;_ire 
a dramatlC change if Chelsea was to go 

Q 't.'ell. you'd better dec1.de soon. It's going to be 
over. 

MS. HYERS: It's Saturday. I think we'll have a 
decision on that by the end of the day. 

Q Dee Dee, has the toJhite House quietly been informing 
gay and lesbian groups that the President is not going to be able to 
deliver fully on the campaign promise he made about lifting totally 
the ban on gays? 

1'-lS. MYERS: No, although we've certainly been open to 
hearing their opinions on this. Ne haven't signaled anything other 
than what we've said publicly. 

put. out. 


peopJ-2 ~eca-:..lse ':...~1'2':'' rc ;.;or:-1ed abou:_ ~;;<:..·· :...a:-:e~; ~tr:d ;..;c; 

health car-e n·~f.o::-m. F-:..nd t...h.1..~; ad~1.n::.st..tUL10r-, ~s ();< 7L'C""i:C ,_,..~ ~d·.·; 


1t. ·wants to create JObs .:~r-·.::n·:... :·ou co:;.cccned th~;:_ sor:LC ~-- th.:o 

proposaL_; out :.here a:·c dlSCcu:·a~:n~ buSJ:1esses from;::: :r:g pc<);; 

P-iS. NYEF·:S: I Unnk t.he best th1.ng we can do to 
encourage businesse::; to h.1re people is to get the Pres1.dent to break 
gr.1dlock and to get the President's budget passed. That w.1ll signal 
ser.1ous commitment to deficit reduction, it will help keep interest 
rates low, it will stimulate growth. And we remain committed to 
that. I thir...k that is the best -...·ay we can reassure business that 
we're sen.. ous about breaking gridlock and turning this economy 
around. 

Q But the concern, though, on ta.-xes and health 
care reform. They're very worried about it. 

HS. HYERS: A big part of the concern is uncertainty, 
and ~f we get this budget passed I think that it will be clear what 
the road map looks like fo1· the next. few yea1·s and that the President. 
is serlous about rcduclng the def1.clt as well as invcst.:rtq 1.:-: tlnngs 
that w.1..ll help cl·caLe Jobs 

0 \•i'hen w.1ll .1..t become clear on !1ealt.h ca::::-0 ref-Jr-m·: 

;,1S NYE?S : We ' 

Hasn't this Presldent set a dangerous precedent in 
;;.egot.1.at1ng w;;th the mil1tary under Article II, Sect.1.on II of the 
Const.ltUtlon? He's the Commander­

lD-

Chief. Hasn't he diluted h.1s 
constitutional powers by negotiating this issue with the Pentagon? 

http:Sect.1.on
http:ad~1.n::.st


ARMS Email System 

HS. MYERS: Once again, the President is not negotiating 
with the Pentagon or with the Joint Chiefs on this. He's, as you 
know, had conversations about it. He will review Secretary Aspin's 
proposal when it arrives and he' 11 make a decision. I think it is 
absolutely appropriate for the President to seek input of the Joint 
Chiefs and others on issues related to the military. However, he is 
not negotiat.lng with anybody. 

Q Ever;-t news stor·y Jr~ the country t.hcn lS lncorn:>ct.. 
by descr1.b1ng th1s as a pr-ocess of :;egotlatJ.on dnd ,::omprom::Lse. Y::m 

have the Pres 'Ldent. not.. rv::gct.t at- 1 r..q o:· :-:egc.ot 1at 1ng 

i"iS f-lYERS: He's consulting, clearl:.-·. A.."1d again, .lt is 
not only his r.1-ght, it is h1.s responsibllity to consult with members 
of the Jo1.nt ChJ.efs and others on J.ssues that relate to the military. 

Q But you have a federal judge saying exactly what 
the law is and you have the President stating what his policy is and 
you have him stepping back from that policy and consulting, if you 
will, on both -­

stepping back from his campaign promise and 
negotiating on something a federal judge has decreed. 

MS. MYERS: I don't think that the federal ­

almost Slx months ago, t.he President set forward a process for 
deal:wg with this :1-ssue. He said ­

he directed Secretary Aspin to 
take six months to look at this J.ssue. And he started two studies; 
one was a Pentagon study, one was a independent RAND study. Based on 
that, the Secretary was to report back to the President_ That 
process is moving forward. We expect a :report from the Secretary 
soon and the President will make a decision. 

Q Has he got a PJ.JID study on thJ.s? 

~"lS. l'<n:'ERS: The Pentago~ dJ d. 

~·1s Ca;-: he 

down on t.h:ts 

Q I nnsunderstand, I think, maybe your answer over 
here to this question. You were say:tng the i>Jhi te House is not 
discussing with gay groups a variety of different language 
possibilities? 

MS. HYERS: We're certainly listening to their opinions 
about J.t. 

Q i>Iait a minute, Dee Dee, I mean, that question is 
fairly 

you not dlscusslng the langu;:;ge that mlqht be used? 

to meet. once last. w·eek v;l:;h George_ They certalnly commun~cdLed 
t.hel:r concerns about lt. 

Q i\nd he sat mute t.hrough th:ts meet:tng? 

MS. f-lYERS: I think he was there to listen. 

Q Was language discussed that might be applied in 
this situation? 

MS. MYERS: I don't know exactly what was discussed. 
think a lot of things were discussed. 

Q So it might have been and you don't know? 

MS l•!YERS: 

Q 

http:egotlatJ.on
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,_.;hether thl s 

whet.!-',e~-:.- t.he answer lS yes, or no, or you don' 

k:<ow. 

MS. MYERS: ~<lhat? I don't know exactly, specifically 
the entire agenda of what was discussed. 

Q Thank you. 

Q Do you have any quarrel with what's reported in The 
Washington ?est today? 

HS. MYERS: I'm not going to comment. I mean, I think 
already said we weren't going to comment on ­

the Presldent hasn't 
made a decis1cn. Secreta~::· .::.sp1n has not submtt..t..~;C u i:l:1al r-ep~rt 

George dld meet wJ.th some of t..hc gay and lesb1an leaders las:. w0ek. 
Beyond t.hat. ha\·e ::ot.h~nq U.) sny. 

PlS . .f<iYERS: No meetlng has been offlclally scheduled. 
Ee' s gc-1.ng to come 1-n here at some point and it hasn't been 
scheduled. It has not. been worked out between the President and the 
Secret.ary. 

Q :.<Jill this decision be made prior to the summit? 

MS. MYERS: It depends on when the Secretary gets his 
final recommendations. And if the ­

I wouldn't assume that if the 
Secretary meets at the end of this week that it signals that he's 
finished his report. I don't think that that's clear. 

Q Dec Dec, spcaJ.:, ,~1 of t.tHo. S'-<r:lml::: has Pres.1denc 

C];r:t.or. had an:.' cont.i'iCL ""'~n '-1:;.:.o~zd;.;d o;- ·lnyor:.c· else 1n .Japa::? 

!·:S:. r·iYE?.S: .I don· t. kn.o;.;. we'll let you know .1 t 1t. 

happens. 

Q Back on the New York arrests, has the President 

called Boutrcs-


Ghali or Hasni Hubarak or will he today? 

MS. HYERS: No. 

Q Will anyone from the i<Jhite House? 

MS. HYERS: I don't know. The President has no 
scheduled plans to at this po~nt. 

plans t..o 

D Amato? 

HS. MYERS: I wouldn't rule it out. 

Q Dee Dee, when the budget was taken up in the House, 
there were certain Democrats that pretty much agreed only to support 
it if their vote was necessary in order to have sufficient votes to 
move the process forward. .n..nd you said this morning you don't have 
the votes now, but you e:...-pect to have them by the end of. the day. 
Does that mean you're pretty confident that you '11 be able to garner 
support from some wavering Democrats and possibly empathetic 
Republicans who will only agree to vote ­

. ~ : : :: ~: 

Q Su:... you t.r-;·.lng to garner vot:es from those that. 
won't support l.t unless .lt's an offlcial sw.1ng vote, and otherw.lse 
they won't support .1t? 

MS. MYERS: I'm not privy to the intentions of the 
varJ.ous senators other than to say that by the end of the day we 
expect to have the support of enough senators to pass the package. 

http:C];r:t.or
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Q Director Panetta indicated even last night that he 
felt there were certain friends on t.he Republican side of the Senate 
that share his concern for deficit reduction. And if that's the 
case, wouldn't it be logical that some of them might be willing to 
support this plan if their vote is essential in order to get the 51 
votes? 

MS. MYERS: I think we'll get to 51. I hope it includes 
Republicans. Ne' 11 have to wait and 

Q 	 Dee Dee, anythl nq the :RJ.tzenhaler Slt.uat :..on? 

NS. MYERS; The President has not spoken to !11m. 

Q 

HS. HYERS: He has not placed another call to him. 

Q Dee Dee, back on Russian aid. Is the President 
optlffilStlC, conf1dent that the G­

7 nations will endorse the $4­

billion package for Russia now, or something less? 

NS. MYERS: I think that the details about exactly how 
it.' s structured and how much money is .1n it. a1·e being 'ho::-kcd out 
t.hink t.herc w1ll be some ku1d of a fund t..o support ;;r-:vdt.l;:at.L)<~ ,::!;1C 

::-estruct.u::-ing of the Russ::..an economy, '>'ih.tc:h .ts d maJor step :'or·-...·a:-d 
I t:tu.r"k Secret.ar;: Chrlst.opher· sa.td ycstcrda:,· t..haL he tf'.ought_ that. was 
a:1 .1.mpon::ant achle'-rcmen~. a:1d somet.h 1:19 that: -.~·1 1 l cer-:::a 1n be 

Q 	 There were reports that $4 billion is just way out 
oL s1ghL at_ t..l--as pol::t, as fay- as 

MS. t-1YERS: Yes. Again, even if it's less, which I 
think it may be, than $4 billion, I think, it is still an important 
achievement and something that we think will help as the Russian 
economy tries to restructure and move toward a market economy. 

Q 	 You're backing off the $4­

blll.ton 	f.1gure? 
Q ~·Jhere d1d you e·..re:r get. that. ldea? 

THE PEE.SS: Th<;nk </m; 

http:Secret.ar
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TEXT: 

TEE h'1-!ITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

June 25, 1993 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY DEE DEE MYERS 
The Briefing Room 

11:40 A.M. EDT 

HS. r"l':tERS: Just one quick announcement that everyone 
already knows; the President. will be st.opping at the NEA Convention 
in San Francisco on the way to Tokyo. He will speak at 10:45 a.m. on 
Monday, July 5th. 

That· s .1.<.. 

Q ~·:ha::-. t.l.r.le doe~~ he leave 1'-iastungt.on·: 

Tokyo. 

Q ~-Jhen did you say you'd have that? 

Q i-Vhen does he leave San Francisco? 


MS. HYERS: There will be a couple hours to file in San 

Francisco, and then we'll go from there_ 

Q When did you say you'd have it? 

Q 

http:1'-iastungt.on
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go.:_ng to '::-y n~al !-:ar·d '.-!e"ll have 

1'-lS. HYERS: Rlght:. 

Q }-ihen did you say the schedule would be available? 

MS. MYERS: We're going to try to brief on the logistics 
either Monday or Tuesday. That will be a backgrounder. but it will 
at least give you a sense of what we're doing for plan..'"ling purposes. 

Q When will Bentsen and Christopher brief? 

f.lS. MYERS: Latter half of the week. 

Q Can I ask a question about the budget situation? 

MS. 1'-lYERS: Sure. 

s.:_des cf ~.:-1e Democra:1c r·ar-~.:-· :--: Dr-dc::­ :_;;: ... ;,;-, 

tc gf-:'t somcthl:--:g :.hat ·w~l: pass 

have some very ob··.-'lOus d1ffe::cnccs. are close: togct..he:- tf:an c;~·.J·: 

}:'E'ople ha·.re g.1ven them credlt for Berth of the meet. the Pres1dent. · s 
pr.lDC.lples, includu:g S500 blll1on lD deflC.lt. reductlon; they're both 
progress1ve and they bot.h have a roughly an equal amount of tax 
increases and spending cuts. The conferees will have to sit down and 
hammer out the details on the other differences, but I think the 
President feels good. 

i'ie' ve gotten through ­

cleared two very high hurdles in 
this process so far. The President is asking for big change and he's 
gotten big change from both Houses. They've shown a lot of courage, 
the members have, in making these votes. 

Q Does not .:;; 4 e; 

to­

:;s -..-oU.'O mea;-: that. any concess-;o:1s 
yo'.; :nake ::o ::he House confe::.-ees Klll ~esult someLhH:.g t-hat w:ll 
r:.ot pass t.he Senat.e? 

r•!S. NYE?..S: No, not necessarily. I think this is 
something that can be worked out. It's going to take some work. But 
I thlnk this process has been difficult all along, and I think that 
we feel very good about the victory the President enjoyed last night 
and I think we look forward to passing it through the conference_ 

Q Beyond the general principles, now that he's moved 
through the Senate, what are the key elements that he will insist on 
in conference? Not just the principles, but what specifics is he now 
go1.ng to fight for in the conference from either side? 

HS. MYERS: That's something that we're working on now_ 
I'm not ready to announce our conference strategy at: t:hls po.1nt. 

Q Has he accept.ed t:he 1dea of a qas t.aY..'! 

what the President believes is that 
there will be some compromise, that the two sides are going to have 
reach an agreement somewhere between a Btu tax and the transportation 
fuels tax. We' 11 have to wait and see how that gets worked out. 

Q You're not neutral on this argument. 

HS. MYERS: No, ;..·e won't be neutral. I'm just saying 
I'm not prepared to announce our conference strategy yet. This 
package just passed last night at 3: 00 a.m. in the morning. I don't 
think we're 

need a nap. 

http:accept.ed
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MS. MYERS: Yes, exactly. And I would point out that we 
were good enough to let the pool go home at 8:30p.m. 

Q Dee Dee, how does the President feel about the 
Senate's version on the capital gains version that the Senate 
approved? 

Q The Bumpers and ­

that the Senate didn't approve. I think the Pres1.dent had part of 
that, the expensing prov1.sion, in his original package. But I'm not 
going to comment on all the specifics other than to say that we'll be 
ver.t involved in the conference process. We think we can reach a 
compromise that meets the President's principles. And we '11 have 
more to say about it after we've had some time. 

Q How could you have a 

I'm just trying to see what 
kind of a compromise you could have between a gas tax and a Btu t~x. 
;......l.d I'm not tr;11ng to t.~e you all down, I just can't see what. you 

yet. 

Q I'm really not trying to tie you all down with 
this, but could have like both? A small amount of both? Or what 

MS. !"lYERS: I think there are a number of options. And, 
again, that's something that we'll have to work through with the 
conferees. we• ll have more to say about it later. But I think 
there's a number of options that are somewhere ­

bet.weer: Btu t.ax and a t:ranspo.:-t<.lt.J.o:;. fuels tax. 

Q L'nder-standing r.:-,at. you'-:_-;::, not. er:do:r .s,;_nc; a.n·;'t.h 1 ng a.L 
t.h~s pc1nt. what: would some of those opt~ons be? I'm ]ust. try1ng t.o 
get =::;orne sort of idea of what you would have to go to. 

HS. MYERS: I'm just not prepared to discuss that from 
here. 

Q During the evening, I mean, what kind of a head 
count 

were you shocked that it was a tie? 

MS. MYERS: No, we knew it was going to be close. 

Q You knew ~t would be a tie? 

1>15. !'"iYE?.S: No, no. I t.hJ.nk we alwa~rs expected it would 
be one or two-

vote margin and so I don't think that we were surprised 
at all. I think that there were a number of people who •,.,rere prepared 

there were a number of senators who weren't. allowed ­

who would 
not be willing to let: the package go down. 

Q \·iould the President really 
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does he approve of 
the gas tax going :;.nt.o the i-:H:,hwa:..· f:und? 

THE ?RESIDENT: Th~ P:-es1dent apprm..·es of the Senate 

Q ~·Il:w:n :s be go:;.ng :o buckle do;.m and k:J.o',.; what· s :n 
you kno"-'. both \/ers.:;._or.s and work out a strategy? 

MS. MYERS: Oh, I don't have a specific timetable, but 
given the he didn't go to bed until after 3:00 a.m. last night, he 
did stay up for the results of the vote, he hasn't had a lot of time 
to focus on J.t. 

Q Does he expect to do that before he leaves for 
Toyko? 

MS. HYERS: Oh, I think there will certainly be some 
work on it next week, absolutely. 

Q Did he ca 11 a:1·/one at 3: CO a, m. in the morning? 

NS !vlYERS: You kno,_.:, : do;:· L kno~. I' ll t.aJ.:e that 
quest len. d::.d not gcr~ an to .. ~... 

I think he did, 
but I want to double-

check. 

Q Was he in the Oval or ­

1-1S. 1-1YERS: No, he ·..;as in the res1dencc. He went. back 
:...v :.he res:tdence last rnght a:1d mcnt~o::ed ::.he 

Span, a llttle mov:ce 

Q Did he watch Letterman? 


MS. MYERS: I don't know. 


Q Dee Dee, was there any insurance from any of these 

six: Democrats who voted against the bill that if the President 
going to go down to defeat that they would reverse their vote? 

HS. r•iYERS: thlnk t.hat the1·e were a number of senators 

Q ln other- words, lt wasn't as close as the 50­

to­

49 
vote 

lt wasn't as close as that would suggest? 


HS. MYERS: I think there was ­

aga.1n, that there some 

a numbc.:: of senator-::; -..:!--:o ·.-:erc-1. · ·,.,;;._ ~ i_ 1.r1g t.o see r: ;_~; r~a( k--LJC 
dct ~>n.cd 

to see the process blocked ­
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Q Of the six. 

MS. HYERS: Yes, of the six. 

Q V1hich are the six? 


MS. MYERS: I'm not going to say. 


Q How many of those? 


Q So deals 


MYERS: Nel: , , l::;:k t.hctt. t..hat's p~1 rt of the 

Q Dld you have an ambulance or somet.hing read:;t for 
Pat.t.;.' i''ll..:rra:--·? .::.. ser1.ous quest1.on. 

NS. NYERS: I don't know that an ambulance was ready, 
but we were pr-epared to do what it took to get the deal done. 

Q i-'iould you say that the Senate vote. Dee Dee, was as 
close or closer or not as close as the House v-ote? 

MS. MYERS: I think they were both very close. 

Q As close? 

MS. MYERS: Yes, I would say that it was as close. Both 
of them were won by close margins. It. was a tough vote for the 
members. It took a lot of cm:x·aqe for them to step up to ::he p1at.e. 
It· s a b19 change 

Q ~'<'a~t. Helen. And do you think the President can be 
as disengaged from the conference as he was from the Senate? 

MS. MYERS: No, I think we've indicated all along that 
we• ll take a more active role in the conference process. This is the 
final hurdle. I think we indicated throughout this process that what 
we wanted to see was the process move forward, to get out of the 
Senate Finance Committee, to get through the Senate process. as long 
as it preserved the President's principles, which it did, and now s~t 
down with the two sides and try to work out the best possible deal. 

Q On that issue, can you outline for us what you mean 
when you see you're going to take a more active approach? Is the 
President go:::..ng to per-sonal no:::got. 1ar.c ·_...·.i th peop1.P? 1 s he go1 ng to 

·:-.­

Q Could that come next week, pr~or to the summlt? 

MS. t-lYERS: I don't know that we'll ever unveil it 
any detaiL although I think as this process moves forward it will 
become clearer. 

Q Dee Dee, Secretary Shalala ­

Q Is there any impatience at all with Senator Nunn? 
-"- mean, JS then:: any £cel1ng t.hat 01t some pou:t :--.e ough\. :_o b~ 
support.:ng h1s par-ty's ?rt:SJ.den::.? 

MS. MYERS: Pardon me?· 

Q ~1hat will you do? 

MS. MYERS: The same thing we've doing all along. We' 11 
continue to discuss things with him. Obviously, he's an independent 
man and he will vote as he sees fit. 

Q The President did say this morning that he told 
some senators that he would fight to get more investment incentives 
back into the package in conference. Did he make any other such 
commitments on any other issues, on any other elements? 

http:quest1.on
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HS. HYERS: I think that he has said throughout the 
process that he ;..•ou} d ,.,·ant 

and perhaps more ~ncentives for small business 

the expensing provision, which we put into the House version of 
the bilL I think he'll fight for those investments. He's going to 
do "''hat he can to create the incentives we need to get the economy 
moving again. But, again, I can't go into the specific details. 

Q The President has promised, as I understand, a 
number of lawmakers• changes in the conference comm1.ttee. I'm 
wondering how you feel you'll te able to make these ...,.ltheut 
threaternng the support of other-s. a:-,d prcc1.sel;; ·....·:<at changes 

obviously, you're not going to be able to answer 
genel-ally what changes you might look for to make the better bill the 
President expects to come up with. 

MS. MYERS: Nell, again, I think it's clear there were 
changes in the House, there were changes in the Senate, there will be 
changes in conference; there's no question about that. As the 
President pointed out today, there were some elements of the House 
bill that members of the Senate preferred and some elements of the 
Senate bill that members of the House preferred. That's what the 
conference process is going to be about, working out an acceptable 
comprom~se. 

I th1-nk by and large, bot.!: Houses want ~J) see <:::::.~ 

package complet-e, t.hey want tc see u dlsc::.pll:-,e def-1.c't. n;duct.1or: 
progre.m, they t. to sec :1e·w : :~·,res~.:-:,cn:.s !.or cconomJc qr;y.,;t_;, 

Q \•J.:.ll the attempt, then, be to be get votes 

get 
people who did not vote for the measure to vote for the conference 
compromise, or will the attempt be to perhaps work some more 
political deals? 

MS. HYERS: No, obviously, we're going to get as many 
votes as we possible can. If we can get Democrats who weren't with 
us in the House or the Senate, or even Republicans, ,..-e welcome ~t. 

Q You see, the reason I ask because presumably any 
change would threat-en support ;.:ou aJ ready have 

how· ;__;;::._s process ·-~·orks _ You go 1nto conference and two s1des s1 t.. 
do;..;n and t.he;.: :.ammer out a comprom.1se and hopefull·.- we'll get 1t 
through both Houses, 

Q Exactly where does the gays in the military policy 
process stand now? 

MS. MYERS: The President is still waiting for 
recommendations from Secretary Aspin. 

Q But he's conferred ,..·ith him already in the past 
couple of days, hasn't he? 

HS. HYERS: They met yesterday afternoon, late afternoon 
on a number of 1ssues, but ::.har_ ·...-asn' t t.he def .1ni t 1 \/e meet.1 ng 

MS. HYERS: don't ~ 
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J.t 's not scheduled and don't 
expect it. 

Q It wasn't scheduled yesterday. 

MS. MYERS: It was not scheduled yesterday. 

Q ~Jould you let us know if he's coming in? 

Q Question? 


MS. MYERS: Yes. I don't expect lt. 


memos. 

order, and <-he Presldent · s Just ·walt .1.ng fo:r· a f .:;._nal verslon. I thlnk 
1.:.·s clear Secretar-y Aspln lS .1.n consultation phase. He's gettJ.ng 
close to a fu-,al dec:ts.1-on on this, but it's just not there yet. and 
as soon as it's there he'll present it to the President. 

Q Has the deadline been extended? 

MS. MYERS: I don' t think so. 

Q Does the President anticipate a lengthy decision 
process once he has this memo? 

MS. MYERS: No, I don't anticipate a lengthy decision 
process. 

Q So you e:xpect t.hat, by the Et.h of July. a dcc:s1.on 
or: t.h1s f:-om 

1-lS. MYERS: the lSth of July· we'll have rece1ved the 
Sccreta-.-y· recommendat.J.ons. I wouldn't rule out a deC1S1on before 
t:1at. but that ;.;asn · t the tlme l1ne for the President's decision. 

Q Do gay and lesbian groups have reason to be 
concerned that the President will not be in a position to deliver on 
his campaign promise on this issue? 

MS. MYERS: I think that they've made their position 
clear. VJhat the President has said is he still supports it. He 
believes that people who should not be barred from senrice on the 
basis of status alone and we' 11 have to wait and see what the process 
produces. 

Q How about Sessions? 

Q 

Pres1dent 
Is there any spec 1.a l br 1.cf: 1ng or any 

be.tng kept up to date on developmen:::.s 
way 

ln New 
Lhc 

York 

i"iS. lvlYERS: Ye::.;, he's being kept up to date through his 
:t·egular nat1onal secur.1ty briefing and I think per1.odic other 
br.tefings. 

Q Are there any special briefings that he's having? 


MS. MYERS: I don't believe so. 


Q And are there any plans for him to call any of the 

figures that were involved as possible assassination targets? 

MS. HYERS: Nothing scheduled, but I wouldn't rule it 
out. 

Q Dec DPe. Donna S~a1ala 

.J:s ::.hat somto.-Lh1r:.q that she 

MS. HYERS: I think that's her own bargaining position. 
I don't believe she has had an opportunity to discuss that, and there 
were changes the Senate position last night. 

Q She's aware of that and she said that that 
compromise that she would urge be adopted ­

http:dcc:s1.on
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MS. HYE:RS: just don't believe ­

r.o m::' kr,.m-:ledge, she 
basn· t had chance :.c discuss t:l;at ..,,lth :.::1e President.. 

Q ~ee Dee, when the m1.litar:v first compiled their 
l1.st of bases the:{ wanted closed, McClellan .1n California was on 
that lJ.st, and then the President and Aspin stepped in and said no, 
they d.1dn' t want 1.t _ The base closing commission today sided with 
the President and Aspin and voted to keep McClellan open. Is the 
t-i'hite House gratified at the vote today by 

MS. MYERS: First of all, I have to take issue with 
something you said. The President didn't have specific comments 
about McClellan, although what he did say was he thought the 
aggregate economic impact of base clos1ngs should be cons1dc:-ed. An:J. 
that's part1.cularly true 1n ca::lfo:-nla. G1·~·en t:he ece:no~:c ~;J.t.;...;dt· 

there, the tugh unemployn;ent., t_he number of bases 7.hdt· 

potent.1ally slotted for· closc.rc. ::h;::· Pres.1dent JUSt -~;a" '--~ 

sure, and Secreta:::-·;-· Asp1n \•<ant.cd to make su::-·e that r.he a.ggrc·qot(.t' 
ec-ononuc 1mpact ...as con::;;Lde::-c.::i . 

.-\s :-·ou ~:no;..-, ~h(~ ~ase clos:ng com:nlSSJO~l 1r; :r:-depe:1de::t 

They are \.rot:tng on a number of. th.1ngs now and they w1ll present theu:­
fJ.nal report to the Pres:tdent Jul:;..- lst. He'll then have 15 days to 
elther accept the recommendat:tons reject them and send them back 
to the comm:tss:ton. So we'll wait to see what they finally produce. 

Q 11hat' s the t-Jhite House response to the commission 
apparently buying your argument about aggregate economic impact? 

P-lS. HYERS: V<1e' 11 wait to see what the report looks 
like, and before that we won't have any comment. 

Q Can I follow that issue? 

Q Another California question, I guess. Bob Hatt.oy 
and Roberta Achtenberg are expected to take part in Sunday's gay 
pr.1de parade in San Franc.1sco. Is theJ.r appearance offJ.cial? It.' s 
be.1ng pon.rayed as the Nh:tte House par-tJ.c:!patlnq for t:hc f1rst. t..1mc. 

r-:s. !•lYERS: No, they're part:tc1.pat1ng as pr1-..rate 
Clt.lzens. 

n Does '.:.he 'lih:.t.e Hou::;c take any pos1t1on on t.his at 

t·1S. HYERS: Certa1nly, members of the administration are 
free to part1c1.pate 1-n actJ.VJ.t.:tes private individuals. 

Q Can I follow back on the base issue? What is the 
process you folks are going to use here at the White House once you 
receJ.ve the list from the commission? Who is going to do it? How 
are you going to weigh the political, economic, and national security 
.1ssues that are at stake? 

MS. HYERS: Well, the President is going to consult 
closely with Secretary Aspin, General Powell and others, take a look 
at it and make a decision. Again, he can either accept it in 
complete form or send it back. So it's not a case of accepting or 
reJect ~.ng specific recommendations. 

hlm walk1.ng through the list base by base with 
those advisors? 

MS. MYERS: I think they' 11 look at the overall 
sound.Jess of the plan and make a decision based on that. Again, he 
can't, under the statute, accept or reject specific proposals. 

Q What. goal will the National Economic Council play, 
Dee Dee? 

MS. i•lYERS: I'm sure that thelr advice will be 
cons1dered 

ed · r 
and a nur:;ber or -:-. 

http:walk1.ng
http:receJ.ve
http:�<ant.cd
http:closc.rc


ARMS Email System 

Dld the Pre.s1dent- kno,.· at any t.lmC ln advance that 

the FBI was .lnvestlgatJ.ng this organlzatJ.on ln New York, the 
terrorist group that was plaP...I1ing these bombings? lmd did it at all 
affect his plans to travel to the New York City area or the First 
Family's plans at all? 

NS _ M":.tERS: .~s I think I said yesterday, he was informed 
about the FBI's action 

planned actions the day before they 
occurred. And beyond that, I can't comment on the content of ­

can' comrr:ent. 

face 
meeting with gay rights groups as he did before ­

before he made a 
final decision on gays in the military? 

MS. MYERS: We just don't have any plans for that. 
wouldn't rule it out, but it's not planned. 

Q Have they asked for such a meet.1.ng with the 
PresJ.dent? 

reque::;t I ';n not surf' 

TOP f\LL 

\p 

BOTTOt•l ALL 

MORE 
Q Has he read the letter from ­

just following on 

that, has he read Mixner' s letter? 


NS. HYERS: I don't know whether he's received 1.t:. I'll 

have t..o take that. 


Q Can I follow up 0:1 th~ base c .... O~lnq= Hew >·.nll !-:e 

rece1.ve the report next ·..;eek? ~-Jl}l ::he.n::- be a :nectlnq ·..,·l::;--.. t.he 

::::omm::_ss ;_on mernbers? ~..;haL· s th.:: r;.roccss HI t-hat respect·; 


1'-lS. i·lYERS: They'll ccrt.alnl)' subnnt a written repon:. 
_.._,.,a ;.;het.her he meets wlth t.he members to go through the rationale, 
don't know. It· s not scheduled yet.. 

Q But that w.1ll come July 1st. 

MS. NYERS: It's due Thursday, July 1st, yes. 

Q A..'"'ld what about the timber report next week? 

HS. MYERS: That's still in process. I don't have a 

final time line on that. 


Q Has he chosen an option on that? 

NS. NYERS: No final decis.1ons have been made. 

Q On the budget.. ·...·~t.hout ge:::t..:ng :;--,t_r '~;La:. 


t1-nally goJ.ng t.c· accept. on 


1t. promotes 
consenrat.1.on and other things. He believes that's the best option. 
That's why he presented it after a great deal of debate during the 
process. 

Q On the need for more small business incentives, is 
the ~1hite House open to the possibility of possibly changing the 
current rule for a subchapter S corporation, to ta..x them? 
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Q Yes, about that? (Laughter.) 

MS. M':t'ERS: God, I thought I .....-as going to get out 
without havl.ng to Lake that one (Laughter ) I just can't comment 

on that. 

Q How about Sessions? Do you have a report yet:? 

MS. MYERS: No. 

Q Yihy not? 

Q Excuse me, though. I mean, really, though. 
mean, Dole has raised this as an issue ­

I'm not prepared to 
comment on something that specific today. 

Q 

certain members of the ­

Q Dee Dee, who· s go1.ng <-v take the lead for the 
adml.r:lstratlon the conference? 

P'1S. t•l"{ERS: That..'s not the case. i·.'c're st::cll wa1t1ng 
for a report from the P..ttorney General. .;..11.d I th1.n.Y. that she' had a 
couple of conversations with him about. l.t. 

Q You're sure that the ­

HS. MYERS: Yes, I'm sure. 

Q She's had conversations with whom? ~'iith the 
President? 

HS. MYERS: ~·!i t.h Judge Sess1.ons. 

Q Has she talked to the Pres.1der.t. about 1 t.? 

t>lS. HYERS: No. I don't beLieve so. 

Q Dee Gee, ·..;hnt-· the ?res1dent's underst.and1r,g about. 
,.,_-r:ac' s happen1 ng Baghdad'? And can you go beyond ;..·hat he sa1.d th1.s 
rno:-n1ng 

MS. MYERS: No, think he commented on that and said we 

remain committed to seeing that Iraq obeys all relevant U.N. 
resolutions, and that the U.N. •s handling it. 

Q Does the President support the resolution being 
considered in the Security Council today to lift the arms embargo on 
the Bosnian muslims? 

MS. MYERS: i\S you know, t-he President's preferred 
pol1.cy to l.1.ft the anns embargo and use a1.r st.Tlkes H\ 

:tnterim wh1.le the Bos::ians ,·er-e r-earm.1.ng ~·he resolut..1on as 
currently str-..1ctured does::· t. necessa:·.ll" r·ef lect. t.bat. pol..:.c:; 
t1unk ·..;e · d be prepared to support " resolut :on that ref lec~ed U.S 
po1lcy and t.he Prcs:dc::.L · s prc:.c:-n::C opuons 1::1 c_;,aL :-egard 
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are you go1ng voce 
aga~nst the resolution? 

MS. MYERS: I don' t thin.~ that the ­

think that 
they're still debating. They're formally debating that in the 
Security Council today. So we' 11 see what comes out of ~t. I mean, 
we'd be prepared to support. a resolution that reflected the 
P::.·esident' s posltl.on on it. 

Q Ea·-..re you :..akc;: an actlve ef.ton: t.o t.:::-)-.1:19 to shape 

r-1s r-rfSRS ?iell. ccn:.a1n.ly i•1ade2.elne l._S t-he:1·e. as she 
·,.;as yesterday dt.:r-J.ng ::.he 1ntormal d-:tscuss1ons. She's there today. 

Q Dee Dee, is there any comment on the swearing-

in in 
Canada this morning of a new Prime Minister Kim Campbell, the first 
woman Prime Minister that? 

MS. MYERS: No, other than the President wishes her well 
and looks very much forward to meeting her at the G­

7. 

Q f...."ly letter on its way or anything that you know of? 

::{UeStlorL 1 know h.:; hasn ·::: spoke;; t..o her :'et, but :--;e l s look: :.q 

'JD' 	c-:-nme:it. q;:::;-.n·~ t.o dt>c <d:·e a:-:y 
grnt.a: 

MS. HYERS: I th2nk w·e 're ;..·ai ting for the results o:E the 
.tnvestigation at thls point before we decide what to do. 

Q I didn't understand your answer to an earlier 
question about whether you're contemplating a presidential speech to 
the nation next week. 

HS. MYERS: I don't think ­

not necessarily next week, 
but at some point during the conference process, I think it. 1-S very 
likely t:he Pres1-dent:. w.1ll address the nat1on 1.n some form. 

Q Bc.;t. p:-obably after the .;;sla t:-1p then? 

NS. MYERS: Yes, I don't think it would 

the 
conference process doesn't look it will start before the July recess. 

Q Is there a live radio address tomorrow? 

Q Dee Dee. on gays in the military, Barney Frank 
outsJ.de indicated that a don't ask, don't tell sort of rule might be 
an acceptable compromise if enforcement of the military code is 
applied eqJ.ally to heterosexuals as well as homosexuals on cert.a::.n 
prohlblted sexual acts lmd he sa1d the r·ationale for- accept 1ng lf•so:o 
than an out r·.1q!1t ban m.lq_:-,;_ be 

';n r_~-y::..nq t.o ·..;o::-d tins correct1;-· 
.1f 1 t 's based on a ;,.;ay that :.s 

the rationale beJ.ng not political 
terms, but ­

that's practically feasible because society can't 
accept more at this point. 
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MS. MYERS: Certainly the President has great respect 
for Congressman Fran.ic and for his opinion, but we're going to wait 
until Secretary Aspin makes his recommendations and the President 
will have a policy an•J.ouncement after he's had a chance to review l-t. 

Q How does the President feel about the way it's 
progressing? He was briefed by Asp in yesterday. Aspin ~s meet1.ng 
with the Joint ChJ.efs on 1t today. 

!vlS MYERS: tiunk t.he Pres1.dent sa1d t-oday he's JUSt. 
not p::::-epared to comment. urn.1l U:e proces-s has a chance c:.o 

for·"a:-d 

iJ:d ht' :3:ve ;,Sf:l!1 

t:-rougl:t far on 

HS. HYERS: I 'm not going to comment on the content of 
that meeting, other than to say that a number of topics were 
discussed. 

Q Has he talked to his half-

brother? 

MS. MYERS: No. (Laughter. \ 

Nc;.:o:: 

HS. MYERS: Vernon Jordan. 

Q i1hat was that question? 

Q Question? 

MS. HYERS: Vernon Jordan will be attending Hrs. Nixon's 

funeral on behalf of the President. 


Q 'iihy? 

MS. MYE?:S: He's a friend of the Nixon family from years 
ago and the Pres.1.dent asked h.1.m t.o go. 

Q He c-ouldn' '- get anyor:e else :'rom h1 qhc:::- up 

Q 

the silver bullet. {Laughter.) 

Q There's some indication that there's some 
disagreement among the chiefs about who is more willing to deal with 

than others. Under Goldwater­

N.lckles, t.he ?res.ldem:_ has a ::.gf:t. 

M.S !'<1YE1 S 
per.lod.l.call" -..;n.h t.f:c Ch.icts and regularly wJ.t.h General Po,..,,cll. 
tlunk he's go~ng to take the.1.r concerns lnt.o cons.lderatlon, 
absolutely. 

Q But would he hear out the concerns of an 

independent Chief who does not agree with that policy? 


HS. MYERS: I don't know whether he'd schedule a 
meeting, but I think he's certainly open to hearing their views. 
think he's pretty familiar with what they've had to say about it so 
far. I thi:r,k he's going to certainly consider very seriously the 
military's views on this. 

Q 1-Jhen do you expect a decision on nuclear testing? 

MS t>-1YERS: Soon. I t:h:nk 

http:meet1.ng
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t-lS. 1'-iYERS: I don't have a particular time line on ~t. 


Q Doesn't it have a July 1st deadline? 


MS. t-1YERS: No. July 1st is when the ban expires, but it 

doesn't necessitate immediate action. think it' 11 be soon. 

Q fu'1d the FBI report on the assassination attempt 
against President Bush? 

MS. MYERS: Again, hear that it's in its final 
phases, but it's not complete. 

Q Travel off~ce? 

M<:: i·1YERS: Radle add::-ess 

today at 3· p.m. :.:hlnk '<'<t' • ll p::-obably release embargoed text 
io:r :06 a t.omor-::-o\.;, So lt ·...;lll not be l1ve. 

Q AIDS czar? 

HS. HYERS: AIDS czar? No final decisions on that. 
(Laughter. ) 

Q Did you say that the FBI report on the Bush 
assassination thing is expected in the next few days? 

!>1$. MYERS: No, I said I understand it's wrapping up, 
but we don't have it yet. 

Q When do you expect 

Q 

within days? 

!viS. HYERS: I don't know. 

Q Dee Dee, will the findings of that report be the 
guide for which the President will decide how to respond or will it 
be depending upon the outcome? 

MS. f.1Y2RS · No, I th1._nk he'll 

do::· , n~: ':... :-.c 

certainly the report will be a serious factor in his decision. 

Q ~·Jill you let us know who he called both before and 
after the vote 

taking that question? 

HS. MYERS: Yes, I don't know if I'll give you a whole 
list of all the senators that he talked to yesterday, but I can 
certainl:t' tell you who he talked to in the middle of the night. 
Sure. \>ie' L. post that later 

_; ~) .i :~ :__ 

mor:1~ng. He' l.'. spenc a l:)t. of tlme prepar.tng tor 'l'okyo. f•.:--:.d :,.;e;~ 

11a·-.:en · t f: 1gured out. t11e rest of the schedule yet. 

Q 1-ihat about the pre-

summit briefing schedule in 
here? 

MS. MYERS: Yes, I said earlier I hope to announce that 
on Nonday. We' 11 do, probably, logistical briefings early in the 
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week; more substantive briefings later in the week with people, 
everyone from Secretary Bentsen, Secretary Christopher, people like 
that. 

Q Can we have those on the record for camera and 
sound, please? 

NS. t<i'!ERS: l-Je' ll take that request:. We'll see. 

Q Do you expect. any travel ne-:t. ;.;eck'.' 

!-iS. tvlYEES : No. 

Q 't.'hat tlme w1ll that leader·sinp meet1ng be on 
Vo.'ednesday, .:.._s that 9: 30 a.m. or 10: 00 a.m.? 

1-lS. HYERS: I don't know yet. 

Q That will be bipartisan? 

MS. MYE2S: Yes, bipartisan. 

Q Dee Dee, now that the President has budget 
reconciliation bills through the House and the Senate, should the 
tracking of the Clinton economic recovery begin now? 

MS. HYERS: ~Vell, I think that we're al:ready happy to 
take credit for ­

( laught.e-:::·) . 

::..;;c ser J.Ousness of. Lhc pz-opos<>ls !-',as had an 2mpact: on t:h::.ngs lJ.ke 
1.nt.ere~t. Y"dtes; and I t.lunk t.here·s been some job growth -- 755,000 
new JObs. But. I'm not sure it's­

we're happy to point out those 
changes in the economic situation, but the plan is not finally 
passed, and I think it's important see the final form before I think 
businesses can react and sort of respond to it. 

Q Hay I follow this question? I understood the 
rationale for why you 

the adnanistration cla1.med that 1nt.erest 
rates had gone do..,·n aft.er the Pres1dent. · s proposal But suJce Veorge 
Stephanopoulos ;..·ent. from say1ng :t ·..;as a JObless ·re::::ovec:- t:o t.ak1.ng 

MS. MYEP.S: ~-~ell, lo-wer J.nte!·est rates puts lltcrally 
ffil.l.lJ.Ons, perhaps 

I think the estimate is that a one point 
reduction in the long-

term interest rates has put $10 billion back 
into the economy. That. makes capital available for all kinds of 
business creation and othe1· things. Also, we've seen interest rates 
at their lowest point in 20 years. There's a seven-

year high in new 
home sales. That has c:::-eated about 1~0,000 jobs JUSt in the 
const.ruct1.on :<.ndustr_( J.rl r.he last four months So I think the 
connectJ.o:n is indl~5putable bet:~:c-cn :::omm:tment to defi:::::.:. reduc:.1on, 
lowe:- J:lterest rates and JOb c::-ea.t.:o:J Tna::.. s ,-:ot :.c-- ~a that ~e· :-e 

Q That all 1.n one breath. 

MS. MYERS: All in one breath. Thank you. 

TtiE PRESS: Thank you. 
END 12:10 P.M. EDT 
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