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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 27, 1936

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

IMPORTANT -- URGENT.

Phil and Bob LaFollette telephoned from Madison, Wisconsin this
morning urging that I approve a move wnich Phil would initiate and which
would have for its purpose the calling of the Governors of some aixteen
drouth affected states into & conference.

The purpose of the conference, according to Fhil and Bob, is to
dramatize the drouth situation and to explain relief administration by the
Federsl Government in the states effected: to have each Governor, in talks
before the conference, describe the drouth situation in his state, giving
a composite picture: to have representatives of the Federal Government present
who could explain some of the difficulties tney lace in moving forward as
quickly in 1936 as they did in 1934.

Fhil said, and Bob agreed, that sction now is imperative; that
it will not wait until mid or late August; that people in the drouth atates
do not understand why drouth relief this year, 1936, is not what it was during
the drouth of '34, two years ago. You know we had a specific drouth appropria-
tion in '34. Phil and Bob also said that your acceptance speech was well re-
celved but people now are beginning to wonder why the Administration is moving

50 slowly.

Bob and Phil concurred slso in the statement that the political
pleture is bad and getting worse, principally because of drouth conditions.
Tney point out that Kanssa is smong the sixteen states they have in mind for
the conference and the calling of such a conference would put the Governor
of that st.te in a position wnere he would be compelled to take a definite
stand on relief. Phil suggested they might find out wny he refuses to expend
tiie two million dollar relief fund he has in the Kensas State Treasury.

Phil wanted an immediate expression of approval from me on the
calling of this conference. I refused to give it.

If such & conference is to be called it would cause the press to
focus attentivn on it, probebly to print scarehead stories for the duration

of tne conference, to frightem the people.



Wnen the Governors in conference agreed upon & relief program,
r would want to present it to you immediately and to get your answer.
ubtedly, you could not possibly meet their demands.

The Governor and the Senator agreed finally to wait until Thursday
yre making a move but each demanded that I tell you imnmediately of their
1o

They pointed out that they might call the conference in NKew York
ieet, there next week, to bring all of the Governors or an executive com-
.ee representing all to Hyde Park to discuss the drouth situation with
end in this way permit you to control the puclicity.

On the whole, I don't like it.

I have talked to Aubrey Willisms. He agrees with me, the con-
nce should not be called by Phil LaFollette. He feels, if a conference
, be called, that you should call it and by calling it should take the
iership. Morris Cooke, as Cnairuan of the Great Plains Drought Committee,
pproves of the LaFollette plan.

Rex Tugwell has just returned to Washington today. He has been
he drouth area. He has talked with the LaFollettes, even about this plan.
efused to give them an opinion on iLhe plun and tells me today that he
ts that such a conference should be called unless you can 3ee some good
t. He and Aubrey Williams believe that they nave the situation jenerally
and and can take care of it until Jenuary, meeting all immediste demands.
said LaFollette wanted two million dollars. He gave him two hundred and
y thousand, which he said was adequate to meet his needs. '

For my guidence, will you please let me have some word regerding
ecalling of this conference by Phil LaFollette. I should like to hesr from
by Thursday of this week. I do mot think I can delsy the LaFollettes much
er.,

TEPAEN EARL
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STATEBF KANSAS
ALF M, LANDON OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
SOVERNOR TOPEKA

S8eptember 2, 1936

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the Unlted States

My dear Mr. President:

I welcome this opportunity to present to you
& water conservation and drought relief program for
Kansas. BSuch a program is of outstanding importance to
my State. Inadequate suppliea of water and the conse-
quences of drought are tragle for those affected.

The State of Kansas, as well as the government
of the Unlted States, has been aware of these problems
for many years and much excellent work already has been
done, Any constructlve program should continue the work
that 1s underway and add to it in ways that will result
in a well-rounded, long-time program to alleviate the
effects of drought.

As you may recall, we corresponded concerning
this matter in June 1934. A copy of my letter to you
under date of June 2, 1934, is attached. (See Exhibit A.)
I have little to add to the statement concerning water
conservation as given In that letter.

The fellowing 1s a brlef statement of the pro-
gram that 1s proposed. ich of thls program to alleviate
the condltlons resulting from drought in Kansas 1a now
underway.

The program 1s of two parts. Part one contains
suggestlions that should be taken to provide immedilate
relief to drought-stricken farmers and stockmen. Part
two suggests action over a longer time but of a more per-
manent nature,
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Suggestlons for Immedlate Action

The following are suggested steps that should be
taken to provide immediate relief;

l. The establishment, during the emergency, of
reduced freight rates on the movement of cattle, grains,
and feeds including hay, forage crops, and concentratea.

To be effective, these rates must apply for
Joint-line as well as single-line movements, Thls ia
necessary, not only as a contribution to immediate relief,
but to help prevent the sacrificing and depletion of foun-
datlion herds. TImmedliate and concerted amection on these
rates 1s needed.

In Kansas substantial reductions have been se-
cured but there still 1s urgent need of the following re-
ductlons in frelght ratesi

8. FHeduced rates on graln and concentrates,

b. Removal of the present limitation so
that all drought rates will apply on
Joint-line as well as single-line
movements.

These needs are emphasized in a telegram to all western
rallroads on August 31,1936, & copy of which 1s attached.
(See Exhibit B. At two previous hearings, requests simi-
ler to those contained in this telegram were rejected.

Following conferences initiated by the Governor
of Xansas and the Kansas Corporation Commission during the
past month with raeilroad officlals, representatives of
livestock and farming interests and others, reduced rates
were made effective sometime ago on round-trip movements
of cattle to pasture or feeding points, on return movements
of Texas cattle to avallable pastures in the Southwest,
and on hay, forage feeds and many related items. Efforts
are belng continued to secure reduced rates on grains and
concentrates and to have all reduced rates on cattle and
feeds apply to joint-line as well as to single-line move-
ments. These proposed extensions are being further con-
sidered by western railroads, and a meeting for that purpose
1s to be held in Chicago on Friday of this week. The rall-
roads have generally shown a fine and helpful spirit of
cooperation. Some of them have shown not only a better
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understanding than others of the crltlcal situation, but,
in my Judgment, a more far-sighted polley in thelr own
interest. Preserving livestock herds helps to preserve
the owners aa future shippers for the rallroads.

2. Under the present program of work, rellef
projects should be approved for:

a. Well, pond, and spring development for
water storage to supply livestock needs
and for other farm purposes. FPond con-
struction should be contlnued under the
engineering standarda for conatructlon
and inspectlon now in effect in EKansas
under a law passed in 1929 which
assures relatively permanent ponds.
Long experlence in Kansas has proved
that wells located below farm ponds
are more lasting sources of water sup-
ply than wells not =0 situated.

b. Elevating, grading, and surfacing farm-
to-market roada. Thls 1s a contlnua-
tion of work started in 1933 by the
Kansas Highway Commlsslon in coopera=-
tion with the United States Bureau of
Public Roads and the Federal Emergency
Rellief Administration subsequent to
correspondence between the Chlef of the
Bureau of Publlic Hoads and my offlice.

A memorandum concernlng this 1s attached.
(See Exhibit C.)

¢. Contour listing of lands for water and
wind ercsion control where such land
1is a menace to surrounding property.

d. Other constructlions of economic value in
which farmers may be employed and which
are of distinct permanent wvalue to a
comminity and which are wveated with
public intereat.

3. Federal purchase of livestock should be pro-
vided if such actlon 1s necessary to prevent disaatrous
prices of lower grade animals,.



4., The United States Department of Agriculture,
in cooperation with the Kansas State Board of Agriculture
and the Extenslion Service of Kanasas State College, could
be of valuable service in surveying the sources of feed
supplies and serving as a clearing house for information
coneerning the avallability and location of such feed.

5. Commodity credit loans should be made to
farmers to conserve supplies of feed and seed in communi-
ties where such supplles will be needed.

Suggestions for a Longer Time

Program

Intelligent planning for the use of agricultural re-
sources so that the detrimental effects of droughts will
be reduced must be based upon the essentlal facts concern-
ing the reglon in gquestion. The followlng are facts con-
cerning the agricultural resources of Kansas which must be
taken Into account In any plans for the use of these re-
sources in ways that will reduce the detrimental effects of

droughtsa,

l. The problem of adjusting land use in Kansas
1s primarily one of Internal reorganization of exlsting
farms. Most of the land of Kansaa is in farms and probably
will remain in farms so that each farm becomes a part of
the problem of adjusting the uses of land in the State.

2. No major shifts in land use 1lnvolving large
areas within the State are needed.

3+ There are limited areas within the State which
probably should be retired from agrlcultural production.
One such area is in extreme southwestern Kansas. The total
area of such land does not exceed 1 to 2 percent of the
land area of the State.

4, There are areas of native grass which have
been serlously damaged by the droughts of recent years,
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Neasures should be adopted which will aid nature in re-
storing the native vegetatlion on such lands and prevent
them from becoming a menace to adjoining lands.

5. No major shifts in the populations of the
various sectlions of the State are needed or expected with-
in the near future. The resources of the State are adapted
to the present agricultural and industrial uses and do not
lend themselves to major shifts In their use.

6+ The conservatlon of water resources is a
vital problem in the future welfare of the State and 1ta
ability to withatand the raveges of droughts such as those
of recent years. The conservatlion of water resources for
agricultural uses conalsts of retalning in the soll the
molsture which fells on i1t and then using thils moisture
in the production of crops. In parts of the State there
is need for the impounding of surface runoff for livestock
use. The followlng are deslirable measures to ald iIn the
congservation of the water resources of the State so that
they may be used most efficlently in agricultural produc-
tion.

a. Increased use of the practice of summer
fallowing on the heavier types of
solls in the western pert of the State
for the purpose of conserving scll
molsture. Cooperative investigations
conducted by the Kansas Agricultural
Experiment Station and the United
States Department of Agriculture have
demonstrated conclualvely the relation-
ship between water stored 1in the soll
in eentral and western Kansas and the
vield of wheat. This information has
been brought to the attention of the
farmers through the Extenslon Service
end 1s resulting 1n more dependable
wheat production in this territory.

b. lore general use of equipment which will
ald in absorbing and retalning rain-
fall in the soil.

¢. The use of farm management practlices
which will ald in conaerving soll
molsture.



+ Continuation of the water conservation
program undarway in Kansas for the
last two yeara and which was cutlined
in a sonferencs held in the office of
the Governor of Kansas on June 16,1934,
This conference recommended the follow-
ing specifie construction projects:

Farm Ponds . « &+ « s + 50,000
Lakesa PR T T T S S 200
Storage Feservelrs . . . 20
Overflow Dams . . . « 100
Garden Fonda . & . One

on every farm whers condi-
tiona are sultable.

A report of this conference is attached
to thia letter. (See Exhibit D.)
It is noteworthy that material progress
has been made in placing this program
into effect. The following ls o
summary of the progress made.

Garden ponda completed to

July 1,1955 . o & = & s T21
Garden ponds for which sur-
veys have been made . . G465

Public wella dug to
July 1,1835 . + & + « = 649
Farm ponds wilth dams ten
feet or more in helght
completed to date,

approximately . & - « . 2,000
Smaller ponds completed to

date, approximately 1,500
State lekes completed 27
County lakes completed 1E
¥unleipal reservolrs com-

pleted I - 36

This program stlill ia underway. The
20 atorage reservoirs proposed in
the program are for the purpose of
regulating stream flow and for flood
control. None has been constructed
but plans have been prepared for a
number of them.
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Attentlon is called to our efforts in Kanasas
to secure permlssion from thea United States Puresu of
Publie FRomda to thae hichway f1lls e&s combination f1lls and
dams. Attentlon also is called to the statement to the
Hational Hivers and Harbors Conference of May 2-3, 1935.
(8ee Exhibit E.)

The followling are some of the specific thinga which
should be done at the earliest possible time to get such
& program underway: -

l. Aggressive mction in carrying out the recom-
mendations embodlied in the firat part of thia report and
which deal with measures to alleviate the immediate emer-
gency. Many of these temporary measures should be the
beginning of the longer time program to alleviate the ef-
fecta of droughta.

2. Continuation on an aggreasive basls of the
prograr planning work lnaupurated with local groupa of
formers by the Kansas Extenslon Service a number of years
ago and more widely carried cut in 1935-36. In this work
farmers are considering the beat information avallable
from the Agricultural Experiment Station and other agencles.
In conslderation of this informatlon, these farmers are
planning the adjustments needed on the farms of thelr com-
munities to adjuat them to existing conditlons.

3. There 1s urgent need for more adegquate infor-
matlon coneerning the underground water resources of the
State. These resources are exhaustlible and should be
conserved. It ia probable that water conservancy districts
should be eatablished and those in charge of such districts
should have the power to regulate the use of underground
water resources. Thd extent to which such underground
water resources can be used advantegeously for irrigation
and other purposes probebly i1s distinetly limited. It is
o well-known fact that use of the underground water re-
sources lowers the water table and all practiceble measures
mat be taken to reatore the supplles of sub-surface water.
These must take into mccount the surfece effects on sub-
surface water levels., Untll more adequate information is
avallable, 1t ia possible only to hazard a guess on the ex-
tent to which such resources may be used to alleviate con-
ditlions in the limited areas where they exist.

The Hansas State Planning Boerd has prepared a re-

port dealing with the drought situation and water conserva-
tion in Kansas. A copy of this report is attached. (See

Exhibit F.)
Cordially yours
=
‘ﬁ£:://ﬂ' ;ﬂgzzi’ Jafzgnginiﬁiﬂa.nh

covernor
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STATE OF IOWA

EXECUTIVE QFFiCE
DES MOINES

.,

CLYDE L HERRING
GOVERROR

September 8, 1936

¥r. Yarvin VYeIntyre
Secretary tn the President
e/o The "hite YWanee
WMaghington, 0. 0.

¥y dear Yr. MeIntyre:

I am herewith enclosing file which
annarently ie the file which fowvernor
Lendon &nd the Faneas delegation broucht
with them to Towa to be nresented to the
President, and which in some manner waa
left unon my desek.

I am gsending it on that your files
may be acomnlete.

Youre very truly,

- AL, R

Baodw

*ﬁc.



EXHIBIT "A"

June 2, 1 9 3 4

Honorable Franklin D. Rocaevelt
Weshington, D. C.

My Dear Mr. President:

As you are aware, a number of bills have been intre-
duced 1n Congress for the creatlon of commissions to make
studles or take charge of work in the principal river valleys
and watersheds of the country. I belleve that such proposals
in respect to the EKanses rivers are of the greatest import-
ance to the people of Kansas.

1 am not offerling an opinion as to the merits or de-
merits of any particular bill which has been introduced.
Naturally, whatever plan is adopted must be in accord with
the general principles applicable to the circumstances of
all rlver valleys 1n the entire country.

The flrst need for the watersheds of the Kansas and
Arkansas 1s a complete program of water conservation and
flood control. Such a program, of course, would include
plens for the control of soll erocsion, plans for the en-
couragement of the bullding of small ponds by private prop-
erty owners, plans for relatively small impounding reservoirs
on creeks, plans for larger reservolrs on larger tributaries,
plans for a few very large lakes which serve the purpose of
recreatlonal areas and water storage against low water stages
in the river; plans for levees and stream improvement in the
lower reaches of the rivers, and related studies of land use
in the affected area.

Such a program can not be developed except for the
watershed as a whole. That part of the Arkesnsas watershed
in Kansas must be considered with the areas lying in Oklahoma
and Arkansas. 3Since the Kansas or Kaw watershed lies almost
entirely within the state, a similar complication does not
arise, but since the Eaw and 1ta tributaries are of influence
on the Missourl and Mlssisaippi, there is the need of adminis-
trative machinery through which the state and federal govern-
ments may cooperate.



I urge you to exert your Influence and authority to
provide means through which state and federal agencies may
work together in the completion of detalled engineering sur-
veys of every small tributary. For the larger streams the
field data already have been taken by engineers of the War
Department. Our Division of Water Supply and our Forestry,
Fish and Game Commission have made surveys of hundreds of
small projects. The first need is for resources with which
to filg the survey gaps, to complete the plcture as a whole.
Within the limlits of our appropriations, I wish to pledge
to you the full cooperation of state agencles to thia end.

The Kansas Planning Board, which I appointed at your
suggestion, but which i1s wlthout state appropriation since
there has been no meeting of the legislature since its ap-
pointment, 1s doing what 1t can in the development of a water
program, yet because of 1ts limited staff i1t can do nothing
more than correlate information now avallable. As an alter-
native to the creation of a new river valley authority, this
Planning Board, with the similar boards of other states,
might be given consideration as a possible agency for the
accomplishment of these purposes.

I suggest the Planning Board for this immediate purpose
merely because 1t has an established relationship with both
federal and state governments and 1s so constituted that it
would glive equal attention to local and national factors
entering into a comprehensive plan. 8Since the Planning Board
1s indirectly, if not directly, a creation of the Publie
Works Administration, funds might be made available to it
with no delay except that incldent to administrative order.

No new legislation would be required.

Our need is that of water conservation more than that
of flood control. The two needs can and must be coordinated,

It follows that when the field data have been gathered
and mapped, the development of a comprehensive program should
proceed from joint actlion by state and federal authorities.
Any leglslation, or any administrative order which leads to
immedlate and effective steps in this direction will create
permanent beneflts beyond any present concept. The people
of our state have come to a realization of this. Your effort
now in meeting the need will be most timely and of great help
to present and future generations. :

Most Respectfully yours,

GOVERINOR.



Exhibit B

TOPEKA, AUGUST 31, 1936

TO ATTACHED LIST:

FREIGHT RATE REDUCTIONS ALREADY MADE ON CATTLE AND FEED ON ACCOUNT OF
DROUTH VERY MUCH APPRECIATED BUT I EARNESTLY RENEW REQUESTS MADE IN
NUMEROUS CONFERENCES HERE AND AT CHICAGO DURING PAST MONTH AND STRONGLY
EMFHASIZE AGAIN THE POSITION EXPRESSED IN REPEATED WIRES AND LETTERS BY
CHAIRMAN HOCH OF THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION STOP DROUTH RELIEF
COMMITTEES ALL PARTS OF STATE REPORT REDUCED RATES ANNOUNCED ARE IN MANY
JASES OF LITTLE OR NO VALUE BECAUSE LIMITATION TO MOVEMENT OVER ONE RATL~
ROAD STOP EMERGENCY MOVEMENTS OFTEN REQUIRE USE OF MORE THAN ONE RAILROAD
3TOP HERETOFORE REDUCED RATES APPLIED JOINT LINE AS WELL AS SINGLE LINE
[N HARMONY WITH EVERYDAY TRAFFIC PRACTICE AND WE CAN SEE NO JUSTIFICATION
“OR THE PRESENT LIMITATION STOP SUCH LIMITATION PRODUCES RATE CONFUSION
A\ND GROSS DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN FARMERS AND COMMUNITIES AND WIPES OUT
f[UCH GOOD FEELING CREATED BY RAILROAD ANNOUNCEMENT OF REDUCTIONS STOP

\M ADVISED SOME RAILROADS HAVE OPPOSED FROM START THIS UNREASONARLE LIMI-
‘ATION STOP IN MY JUDGMENT SUCH ROADS SHOW NOT ONLY SYMPATHETIC UNDER-
TANDING OF CRITICAL SITUATION BUT ALSO FAR-SIGHTED ATTITUDE IN THEIR ONN
NTEREST STOP SAVING FOUNDATION HERDS MEANS SAVING FUTURE SHIPPERS FOR
AILROADS STOF THERE IS ALSO URGENT NEED FOR REDUCED RATES ON GRAIN AND
ONCENTRATES STOP USE OF CONCENTRATES ONE OF MOST PRACTICAL MEANS FOR
REVENTING SACRIFICE AND DEPLETION OF HERDS STOP REDUCTION IN RATES WILL
E PASSED ON TO FEEDERS BY BINDING PROVISIONS IN CONTRACTS FOR PURCHASE
TOP MAY I EARNESTLY URGE THAT IMMEDIATE STEPS BE TAKEN TO INCLUDE GRAINS
ND CONCENTRATES AND TO MAKE ALL DROUTH RATES APPLY BOTH SINGLE AND JOINT
INE MOVEMENT STOP PLEASE ADVISE BY WIRE POSITION YOUR RAILROAD ON THIS
ATTER.

ALF M. LANDON



Exhibit B - 2

(LIST OF FREIGHT TRAFFIC OFFICIALS TO WHOM TELEGRAM SENT AUGUST 31, 1936)

F.
Ja
Je
Js
J.

B. Houghton, F.T.M., A.T. & 8.F. Ry. Co., Chicago, Ill.

B. Payne, V.P., Texas & Pacific Eyl Cos., Dallas, Tex.

R. Koontz, Chief Traffic Officer, St. L.-8.F. Ry. Co., 8t. Louls, Mo.
F. Garvin, V.P., M.K.T. R.R. Co., St. Louis, Mo.

A. Hulen, V.P., Ft. W. & D.C. Ry. Co., Fort Worth, Tex.

Mackenzle, F.T.M., C.R.I. & P. Ry. Co., Chicago, Ill.

W. Robinson, V.P., Un. Pac. R.R. Co., Omaha, Nebr.

H. Holeomb, V.P., C.B. & Q. R.R. Co., Chicago, Ill.

E. Perkins, C.T.0., Mo. Pac. H.R. Co., St. Louis, Mo.

W. Hale, G.F.T.M., Bo. Pac. Lines, Houston, Tex.

Horace Booth, G.T.M., Mo. Pac. R. R. Co., Houston, Tex.



Exhibit C

FARM TO MARKET ROAD DEVELOPMENT IN KANSAS

The drouth situation in 1933 in Kensas, along
with sections of Oklahoma, Colorado, and Texas ad jacent
to Kansas, became so acute that it was deemed advisable
by authoritles to tale steps to secure the best means of
financlal relief for farmers and others in these areas.

In response to various telegrams from the
State of Kansas to Thomas H. MacDonald, Chief of the
Bureau of Public Roads, and others in Washington, D.C.,
the Federal Government, on October 13, 1933, allocated
$2,100,000 for improving primary and secondary roads in
Kansas and specified that the money be expended through
the Kansas Highway Department under the supervision of
the Bureau of Public Roads, and, further, that the money
be expended at least 70 percent for labor and 30 percent
for materials, englneering services, and supervision.

Within three months the State Highway Commis-
slon had 59 of these road projects well under way, using
men taken from the relief and civil works lists. These
59 road projects involved a total of 349 miles, but durling
the three months, the major part of the actual work was
confined to approximately 126 miles.

As thils program was expanded, §$1,513,849.57
was pald to labor directly employed on the projects, and
$620,601.15 was expended for materials, engineering



Exhibit C - 2

services, and supervision. In Kansas, 593 miles of
grading and culverts and 428 miles of light type sur-
. facing were constructed under this program.

These people employed in the work covered by
this program in Kansas not only supported themselves,
thelr familles, and their livestock by their own efforts,
but in doing so they made a definite contribution to the
future welfare and improvement of their communities in
the form of needed public highways which, in mileage and
in quality, represent a value fully equal to the total

mtlw .



Exhibit D

Topekn, Eansas
June 16, 1934

At a conference held in the office of Governor Landon,
Topeka, June 15, 1934, at which the following were present:

Alf M. Landon, Governor

J. F. Stons of the Federal Relief Administration, Washington
John G. Stutz, Emergency Rellef Administrator

H. Umberger, Dean of Extension Division, Eansas State College

8. R. Atherton Members of the Forestry, Fish and

I"I ﬂ] Im:g:' Game Commiassion

W. G. SBtrong, State Fish and Game Warden

Gec. 8. Knapp, Chief Engineer, Division of Water Resources,
State Board of Agrioculture

Murray A. Wilson, Engineer, Forestry, Fish and Came Commission

J. C. Mohler, Secretary of State Board of Agriculture

Cal Ward, State President of Farmera Union

Walter Innes, Chairman, State Planning Board

Sam Wilson, Secretary, State Planning Board

Louls Williams
A, P. Toraes g Extension Division, Kansas State College

Mra, We G. Weat, Kansas Livestock Commission

The possibllities of water storage in the state of Kansas were dis-
cussed at length along the following lines:

8. Garden ponds or ponds to be filled from wellas for lawn
and garden irrigation.

b. Farm ponds.

¢. Dams for the creation of lakes of from 100 to 400 acres
in surface area.

‘ds Storage reservolirs.

e. Overflow or low-water dams on running streams.



A. Garden Fonds

In a large portlon of the more drid sectlons of the state,
the raising of gardens, trees, and lawns is impractical without the
ald of irrigafion. Over much of this territory sufficient water can
be obtained from wells with windmills to supply this type of irriga-
tion. One well and windmill will usually supply enough water for the
proper lrrigation of about one acre of land, 1f sultable storage is
provided, The amount of storage required per well is approximately
1,000 barrela, This can be obteined by conatructing an earthen pond
50 feet in dlameter and three feet in depth. A sultable cutlet pipe
should be provided to allow water to be drawn from storage for
irrigation,

B. Farm Ponds

Over a large portlion of the state the topography i1s such that
the construction of small earth dams will create ponds of from five
to thirty acres in surface area. A large mmhlhz: of these ponds will
be of real benefit to this state and to the Mississippl river syatem
beyond the confines of the state, as they store water during atormas,
provide stock water, ralse the ground water level, and tend to
equalize the extremes of high and low stream flows to which the stresms
of Eansas are now subjected wlith great loss from floods and bad
sanitary conditlions on the streams during perlods of deflclent stream
flow.

The number of such ponds which could be sconomlically con-
structed in all parts of the state ia estimated conaservatively at
50,000, The average total cost of such dh.;n.a may be estimated.to be



$1,500, of which 30 percent or §$450 would be necessary to pay for
materials, equipment rental, end engineering and the balance for labor
and team hire. If all labor and team hire are provided for, all other
expensss should not exceed §450 to $500 per dam,

C. Lakes of 100- to 400-mocre Surface Area

There are mumercus sites in the state where larger dams
could be constructed, creating lakes of from 100 to 400 aeres in
alze, These lakes would be of value for water storage, stream flow
regulation, fish culture, and public recreation. Past experience
had demcnstrated that such structures cost from §500 to £900 per acre
of surface aréa or an average of about §700. Of this amount 20 percent
is for direct labor, 15 percent for materials, 10 percent for
enginesrlng, and 35 percent for equipment rental and supplies, and
20 percent for land and right of way.

At least 50 out of the 105 countles have one such site and
many of them have three or four. It i1s safe to conclude that thers
ere 200 such sltes which could be developed. After completion these
lakes and lands would be maintalned by the state and administered as
publie recreatlonal grounds for the benefit of the publiec.

D. Storage Resarvolrs

On major streams of the state, there are numerocus sltes
which could be developed as major storage and lake projects. From
all the possibllities there could be designed a correlated aystem



of reservolrs on each atream. BSuch reservelrs might be expected to
store from 100,000 to 1,000,000 acre feet of water and to cost In the
nelghborhood of $2,000,000 sach. Of this amount 12 1/2 percent would
go to direct laber, 15 percent for materimls, 7 1/2 percent for en-
ginesring and supervislon, 40 percent for sguipment and machinery,
and 25 percent for land and right of way. It 1s estimated that there
are 20 such sltes which could be developed to the ultimate bensflt of
the state and nation.

E. Overflow Dams

Overflow dama are practicable only on the smeller streams
which flow nearly all the year round. Maintenance costs are high and
the locatlons where such construction ila practical are somewhat
limited, Types will vary with the locatlon, but based on en average
height of 8 feet and a length of 150 feet, the cost 1s estimated at
§7,000 each, of which 2,000 will go to direct labor, $3,500 for
material, $500 for engineering, and $1,000 for equipment rental. It
i1s estimated that there are 100 altes where this type of conatruction
might be advisable.

Summary

Type Labar Other coats Totael
Garden ponds
50,000 farm ponds . . 52,500,000 £2, 500,000 75,000,000
200, 200-mcre lakes . 12,500,000 29, 400,000 42,000, 000
20 storage reservolrs 5,000,000 36,000,000 40,000,000
100 everflew dams . . 200,000 500,000 700,000

70, 300, 000 87,400,000 157,700, 000

il



¥o cost Lltem 1s included for the garden ponds because thay
ere largely persconal matters which, in the cass of those already on
the rellef rolls, can be taken care of in the regular way through
the Rellef Administration. The labor on the farm ponds might be fur-
nished in large part by the landowner and his neighbors, but in con=
nection with the construction of such & vast number of dams 1t should
be clearly borne in mind that in many instances farmers will be
unable to spare sufficient time from their own farm operations to
complete a dam of this kind. In sddition to furnishing enginesring,
material and equipment hire, and supervisicn, i1t may be necessary in
many instances %o supply part of the lebor, which possibly can be
obtained from the relief rolls in the county. Supplying some labor
can be justified since broadly speaking the public interest in tha
construction of such ponds ia greater than the private interest of
the owner.

Probably the most difficult phase of such a program will
develop in getting the vast amount of work under way gquickly
and administering 1t efficlently. EKansas ia fortunste in having a
department slready crganized and functioning, accustomed to Just this
type of work. The Foreatry, Fish and Game Commission which has the
power of emlnent domain to secure lands and right of way can assums
the administration of the proposed work with a minimm of lost time
and wasted effort and carry the program to completion in the best poa-
sible manner, The state has effective laws governing the construction
of dams, referred to under "B", which provide for a reduction in the
agsessed valuation of the land for the construetion and maintenance



thereof. These laws are administered by the Division of Water Resources
of the State Board of Agriculture. The two departments work harmoniocusly
and would ccoperate to mssist in the larger program of conservation.

It is contemplated that the Foreatry, Fish, and Geme Commission will be
reorganized as the State Conservation Commlssion and will operate the
state-owned erea as game preserves, f{ishing lakes, and public recrea-
tlonal centers.

The benefits of a comprehensive program of water conservation
ars unguestioned. Kansas ls so situated that natural water storage is
almoat nonexistent, in fact Eansas has less water surface than any other
state except Arizona. As a result of this lack of natural storage,
run-off is high and fleod losses great. The average annual loas from
floods in the state is 35,000,000 with losses on & single year exceed-
ing §15,000,000. On the other hand, industries and municipalitiss are
handicapped by the extremely low flow of the rivers durlng dry weather.
As an example of this fact, the Verdigris river has a recorded flood flow
of more than 124,000 cublec feet per second - o Niagara river in volume.

At other times the flow becomes less than 1 cuble foot per
second, on amount wholly insufficlent to carry off the industrisl wastes
of the velley and supply the needs of the cltles and people dependent
on that stream for water supply.

Improvements in these conditiems would be of more than state-
wide interest, being almoat national in scope. The retarding of flood
peals, the increased dry weather flow, and the retentlon of silt are all
benefits aceruing from the feregolng progrem and which will benafit not
only the citizens of Eansss but alsc the citizens of all the states on

the lower reaches of cur streams.

Murray A. Wilson
Geo. 3. Enapp



Exhibit E

STATEMENT BEY
GOVERNOR ALF M. LANDON

TO
HATIONAL RIVERS AND HARBORS CONGRESS
May 2-0, 1935 .

The prolonged drought and its traglc effects upon
the paopls have served to dramatize the water problems of
the Great Plains belt of atatea. For four years rainfall
has been below normal, and so deficlent in quantity
that almost no crop has been raised throughout that great
reglon extending west from the 98th meridien to the foot-
bills of the Roekles and south from the Canadlan border
into New Mexico and Texas., The lack of crops has reduced
the protectlive cover on the land untll now, without
vegetation to protect 1t or molature to bind 1t, the soll,
like dry snow, 1sa blown by the wind forming drifte where
fencesa, trees or bulldings break the wveloclty of the wind.
The finer particles of soll float in the alr forming
great clouds of dust which obscure the sun, turn day into
the darimess of night and menace the health of the people.

The drought, however, i1s but one of the wvagaries of
nature. But a few years ago large parts of the stateas
comprising this belt were subject to destructive flooda
cansed by & cyole of abnormal rainfall. In Eansas alons
during the thirteen-month pericd from September of 1926
to October of 1927, 560,000 acres were flooded, some of
it as often as five times. During this perliod lmown



flood losses reached s total of §5,500,000, which figure
tock ne meeount of losa of 1ife, slckness as a result of

the floods, nor losases caused by the suspensicn or inter-
ruption of businesa. The water lesving these states through
the Arkensas and Missourl river systems contributed sub-
stantlally to the flcods during that peried on the lower
Missiasippi.

While the run-off from this reglon is small, its
streams are subject to great variations in flow renging
from amounts too small for the most urgent needs of the
pecple to great floods which are destructive to life and
property. A typleel example 1s the Kansas River antering
the Missouri at Kansas City. The Eansas River aystem,
heving a drainage area of slxty thoussand square mfles
comprising the north half of Kansas, the southern part
of Nebraska and a portion of Esstern Celorade, receives
an average anmial rainfell of 24 inches. The run-off
from thls basin emounts to an anmunl average of one inch.
Evaporatlion and the use of water by growing erops con-
sume the difference, or nearly 96 per cent of the rain-
fall. The maximum recorded flow of the streams was more
than 200,000 cublc feet per second, in 1903, & flood
which caused the loss of 57 lives and property dumage
at Kansas City alone of §$22,000,000. The minimum
recorded flow 1s 100 cublc fest per second. At its
extreme low stages the volume of water is much below the

reasonable needs of the people, the eitles, towns




and the industries. In upper parts of ths basin many lo-
calitles are completely out of water and have to be sup-
Plied from distant sources. Farther domn on the stream
at the larger citles the cost of treatment of water
supplles and sewage wastes becomes heavy, industries are
left with insufficient water supplies and the stresm be-
comes unfit for the propagation of fish.

In southeast Kanses the mean annual run-off is
somewhat larger, being about 4.3 inches on the Qaage,

5.2 inchea on the Neosho and 7.5 inches on the Verdigris,.
The drainage basins of these stresms recelve an average
annual rainfall of about 35 inches., They are, however,
subject to much greater differences between their high
and low stages than the Kanses River. The maximum re-
corded flow of the Osage is 120,000 cubic feet per second.
On mumercus cccaslons 1t ceases to flow at Ottawa, tha
entire water supply beling used by the municipal water -
plant, with the treated sewage constituting the principles
water supply for Osawatomle and other towns below.

On the Neosho, s stresm subject alsc to destructive
floods, there are fourteen eitfes and towns throughout
ita length in Kansas. Eight of these are entirely
dependent upon the stream for their water supply. All
of them depend upon it to carry off the sewage and Indus-
trial wastes, The condition frequently is reached when
the dally use of water on the stream excesda four times

the flew of the stream, and during extrems dry
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periods such as the summer of 1934 almost the entire

flow was taken through each city water plant and returned
through each sewer aystem as the atream flows down the
valley., Whils water should render to man the full mea-
sure of its usefulness as 1t proceeds downward to the sea,
repeated use of this kind should be tolerated only under
conditions of the most extreme necessity.

The Verdigrls 1s another example of the great fluc-
tuation in dlscharge of streams in this reglon. In 1927
that stream, having a drainage ares of but 2,800 square
miles in Kensas, had a maximm flood flow of 124,000, a
veritable Niagara in volume. The minimum flow has bean
ocne=tenth of one cuble feet per second. Under the former
condition the entire valley was inundated, homea were
destroyed and travel was interrupted. During extreme low
stages the water ls almost unfit for man or beast, be-
cause the industrial wastes in the valley conteln among
other things, the wastes from a mumber of oll refineries,
which can net be remeved or rendered unobjecticnable by
treatmant.

Beaides the control of floods, the entire plains
regicn is in need of measures which will bring relief
from the more critical conditions caused by drought.

The works of man can not remove the causes of flood

and drought but they should be directed toward the pro-
tectlion of the people from the destrustive effects of them.
Throughout the length and bresdth of this reglon natural
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water storage is almost non-sxistent. It is because of
that that the streams vary so greatly in their flow.
Wnile undeubtedly some levees and channel ltrl.ight&ning
are needed for flood protection, particularly on the
lower reaches of the streams, the grest need is for the
conservation and storage of water.

Kansas, in the last two years, has started cm &
water storage program, the chief purpose of which 1s
to make water avallable in localities where it is sorely
needed during times of drought; to make water aveil able
for stoclmen, who during pericds of drought have had to
haul water for miles or dispose or their livestock; to
provide water supplies for cltles whose wells or stresms
feil in dry periods; to oreate lakes for public parks,
and to rolse the water table in many localities,

The types of storage projecta vary as widely as
the purposes they serve. Under the provisions of &
state law granting the land owner a reduction in the
assessed valuation of his land for the storage of water
thereon by the bullding of dams on dry water courses,
numerous reservolrs, ranging in cepeeity from one to
several hundred acre feet are belng bullt largely with
public funds on private land, with sasemsnta beling
glven permitting access to them in time of drought to
cbtain water. Theass serve the purpese of catohing storm
water, providing local water supplies for livesatock and
in a mensure, as seepage or percolation takes placs, ¢on-

tributing to the low water flow of the streams. About




3,000 of these are now under construction or have been
completed, but only a small beginning has been mede on
the program which i1s of wvital importance to Eansts agri-
cultural nue livestock intersats and for the protection
and general welfare of the cltles,

A mumber of cltles, sometimes wlth the aid of Federal
Rellef funds have constructed dams on small streams creat-
ing municipal reservoirs sufficlent in capacity to carry
them through dry years, The State Forestry, Fish and Game
Commission end several citles end counties have, by the
bullding of dems created public lakes for recreational
puwrposes. Latterly, much of this work has been done by
the Civillan Conservation Corps or with the aild of Fed-
eral relief funds. A total of about twenty of such re-
creaticnal lakes heve been eresated or the dams ere in
course of construction and almost an equal number for mni-
cipal water supply.

8mall overflow dems are belng constructed in a few
places whore they can be bullt on rusning streams without
contributing materially to flood dengers or damage,

These are usually but a few feet in heipght and serve to
ralse the flow line of the stream and the ground water
table in the surrcunding velley as well, Whils aplended
work has been dene with the 1limited means avallable, this
type of work is but in its infancy and the work thus far
undertalen 1s of small consequence except as the beginning
of development that can become important were funds avalil-

able. Funds and help in this program would be of genuine
and permanent walue to the state in its effort to conserve
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water and halt soil erosiom,

All of these projects are directed primarily toward
the conservation of water and the relieving of water short-
age caused by drought. They serve admirably the purpcses
for which they are intended, but they are mot sufficlent
to round out or complete & needed program of stream flow
regulation snd flood control. There is needed on many
atreams reservoiras for the purpose of equalizing stremm
flow, reservoirs which can be filled during times of abun-
dant stream flow and from which water can be released as
needed to supplement low stages on the stream. There 1s
also need for reservoirs of a purely flood control char-
acter to control flood waters whers gl can be justifled
by the cost of the projects and the needs and necessltles
of the pecple.

While the reservoir program now under way can be
carrlied out with no more pla.nr.zng then is neceasary for
the desipgn of the dams to be bullt, the building of regu-
lating and flood control reservolra will invelve & mora
comprehensive and thorough atudy of the streams lnvolved
than has yet been made. Much of the stream control work
undertaken in the past has been deslgned to hasten the
discharge of water by creeks and rivers and has worked
agelnst water comservation by speeding up the run-off.
Stream channels have beon stralghtened and cleared from
brush, driftwood and other obstructims or with a view
towards removing obatacles in the flow to prevent {looding
of low lands. The threat of floocds has thus been redusced
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locally, but at the same time flood dangers have been in-
crensed to the lower portions of the water shed,

Highway construction has been planned in sush & man-
ner as to hasten the draining away of water during periocds
of rainfall. Generally, the flood control program of the
past hes operated te drain away much water that would
serve a most useful purpose 1f conserved over the basin,

While these flood control messures hava reduced flood
demfge, nevertheless the dual problem of flood control and
soll eroslon can better be grappled by outlining prejects
%o hold back the water at the scurce, By such & pollcy
flocd damage can be almost obviated while the water 1s at
the same time being conserved where it is ne eded. The
present programs of both the state Highway Commiasion and
the Fiah and Game Commission call for the combination of
highway fills with permanent dams elong ravines and can-
yons at suiteble locatlions to affect this dusl end.
-ﬂtudiaa should be undertaken without delay and be followed
with definite steps to control end use these streams which
in the past have left a long and traglec history of the
effects of flood and drought.

While I have discussed the water rroblems of Eansas, the
sltuation portrayed exiata throughout that vast domain known
as the Great Plaina. On behslf of thias reglon, which comprises
the great surplus producing states of this country, I would
respectfully suggest that Congress be memcrialized to glve
more conslderation to the conservation and s torage of weter

on the head-water streams in connection with a broead
Mlssissippl Valley water program,



Buggeations of the
Kangas State Planning Board
With Respect to
Emergency Activities end Long Runge Planning
in Land Use and Water Conservation
to Mitigate tho Effects of Drought
Fully recognizing the mipery and loss
which hos been occasioned by the drought, the
Kangas State Planning Board belicves that the
tise has come when it must be recognized that
this distress is, in part, n rosult of mis-
use and depletion of the lond and water ro-
sources of the stats over a long poriod of time,
rather than being chargeable entiroly to the
past threo years of low rainfall. Phile some
of this misuse is the fault of individual land
operators, much of it is and has been entirely
beyond their control. Moreover, the public
ag a whole i{s much more concerned in the main-
tenance of ouwr natural rosources than is any
individual. It follows that cooperative pub-
lic mction must be teken in the developmant
and sdministration of a long time plan which
will regenerate our two prizary natural re-
gources--laond and water. Meoeting present
emorgencion snd locking to the future is a
task in which the citizen, the state, and the

federal government sust unite.

Exhibit F



dbout two-thirds of Kansas lies in the
roglon generally defined as the Oreat Plaina
area. East of the 99th meridion, in urban
areas, there are probless of flood control,
and in rurcl refions the dual problem of
flood control and water conservetion. West
of the 99th meridian, the need is confined
to water conservatica.

There is only minor disagreement asong
toechnicel or prectical men as to the mesnas
which should be employed to rostoro the land
and utilize the water. Listing, contour farm-
ing, terracing, irrigation in rostricted lo-
calities, the bullding of farm ponda, the
construction of pecondary reservoirs, the
building of levees and the comstruction of
primary rnua_r:-nira, are all accopted deyices
for meeting the problem, esach adaptable' to
the clreumstances of particular locations
or areas. MNuch additionnl daota, not now
svoilable, with respect to rainfall, runoff,
stream flow, topography, soll types, geology
and ground waters, are noeded for the prepara-
tion of detailed plens; but the dats alrendy
ovailable are adequate for initial work on
o long time plan.

Unfortunately, the facts availabls are
not generally known or undorstood. Knowledge



of these facts 18 too much confined to
tochnical mon and a few proctical men of
the exceptional sort. The latter, in the
rural creas, are neturally the ssall per
cont of farsers who succeed yeer after yoor
regardless of climate,

The bost moans of reaching a sclutien
of these problems is fdentlieal with the best
means of reaching & solution of othor major
problems of demccracy; wis, educotion. Evory
device which stimulates local intelligent
lmﬂnr:h?.p must be utilized. FPlens handed
down from the top will be disappointing in
results.

Since the problem of the Great Plains
orea ig of national as well es locnl interest,
and particularly in view of the fact thot
the problem has its origin, in part, in on mn-
wise federnl homestead policy, cooperation
must be developed ond responaibility accepted
by every lovel of government, federal, state
and local,

In this ccoperation, it is belleved that
use should be made of the plan of stato nid
rather thon direct federal adsinistration.

In the urgent emsrgency needs incident to
the proelonged drought, somo help sust be given



in the form of 100 per cent grasts. Such
gronta, however, should not go beyond the
ressoachle time roquired for demonstration
of effective plans. Boyond such time,
state ald should be substituted for grants
and the varlous levols of government, other
than federal, should be required to provide
incressing financial contributions.

It has been truly said that tho scdl
is the best woter reservoir. Rocognizing
thot over the larger part of the stato, tho
problem iz that of water conservation, some
method guat be found bettor thon ony now in
use to accelerato the acceptance of better
farm practices in the conservetlon of water
and the control of wator and wind arosion.
The bullding of doms and reservoirs is o
relatively ecasy mattor in that the building
of osch structuro requires the consent
of but fow people. On the contrary, the
control of wind and woter erosion, to be
effective, requires cooperstion of all land
aparatora.

It is recosmended that the agricultural
plonning committeos orgenized under the Soll
Ceaservation Act, be expanded in personncl and
broadened in scope of activity, so that in
dominantly rural countics these committocs
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scy bocome in fact, as well as in nome,
truly plasming committecs. In sush
eounties, additicnal comsittoe members
ahould be nomed to represent interests
other than strictly agricultural, in
order that the committoe may deal with all
problems of planning.

Without suggesting any specific device
or technique for its accomplishment, it ia
urged that scmo moans bo found for offect-
ive epordination within the state of the
work of all government agencies, hoving any
part in the development or adninistration
of this regenerative program. An offective
agoncy for this purposs must be designed
8o 88 to deal with and adequately represont
both federcl and state services. This dual
charscter of outhority and responsibility
®#ill bo inherent in the nced unless or until
8 Federsl policy of state aoid and state re-
sponsibdility is substituted for tho goneral
policy of Federal administration. At present
the procedure is confused and public resentment
ercoted. Exlsting agonciocs, designed for
this purpose, should be reorganized or dis-
mantled.

In the lmoodiate emergency incident to



the drought, it is hoped that all farms of
Foderal ossistance be in thoe nature of
work relief on projects which are in sceord
with o long time program. The following
suggeations are submitted in the wvey of o
long time program and cre considered to

bo some sultable emergency work relief pro-
Jecte in hormomy with it. :
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1. The ghifts in land use which are need-
ed in much of the state consist of changes in
the ways land now in farms is used as a part
of the business of these farms. It is pri-
sarily a problem of internal reorganization of
existing farms,

2, There are limited arsss within thas
atate which probably should be retired fros
agricultural produstion. One of these areas
is in southwestern Kensasa, south of the Cimar—
ron River. In southeastern Kansas soms land
of low fertility may need to be retired.

5. There are areas of mative grass which
have been seriously damaged by the droughts of
recent yeara which are in need of messures that
will sid nature in restoring the native vegeta-—
tion ond prevent these lands from becoming o
monace to adjoining land if left in their pro=
sent condition amd soll blowing continues.

4. There ere mamy areas of scenic and
recreational walue in many parts of the stats
which pome sgency of the government should
remove from agricultural production ond de-
vote to scenlc and recreational uses.

5. In such of the stats, from the stand-
point of the relation of water comnservatiom



to agricultural production, the problems invol-
wed in water consarvation consist of retnin-
ing in the soil the water which falls on it
ond then using this weter in the production

of erops. Also, the impounding of surface run-
off for livestock use is of igportance in mamy
sections of the stata.

WATER USE AND CONTROL

1. An extensive system of sscondary and
primary reservolirs on tributary and main
water courses of the state is an essential
part of any comprehensive plan of woter
utilization and control. These reservoirs
mast be designod with considerntiom for flood
control nesds, stream stabilization reguire-
ments, supplementary irrigation projects for
tho stabilizetion of agriculture, and the dovel-
opment of recreational areas and wild life pra-
BETVEB.

2. Stream straightening and clearing, ond
the building of lovess or other devices for the
dispateh of flood waters should be used only
whore economy does not permit of the construc—
tion of reservolrs or similar retemtion works
which make some contribution te the sainten-
ance of ground water levels.

LHOUGHTS
1. Droughta, espetially prolonged cnes,



affect egriculture and other human sctivities
for years aftor normal rainfell returns.
Droughts connot be elimineted or comtrolled
but the resulting distress may be prevented
to a large degree by intolligent programs of
land use and water comservationm.

2. The better sdsptation of ageioulture
to clisatie copditions end variations can be
secured by (a) the applicstion of soil mois-
ture datarminaticns to the seeding and aban-
donment of wheat; (b) the use of sethods of
geed bed preparstion and tillage that increass
aoil moisture; (e¢) the use of adapted varie-
tina; (d) the extension of diversified farming;
ond (e) the rotation of cropa.

5. Modification of natural conditions in
the interests of mgriculture can' be mccomplish-
ed through (a) torracing; lEh]I gully contral;
(e) comstruction of farm ponds; and (d) wse of
irrigation as "ecrop insurance.®

4. Stream flor regulation, considered on
the basis of each river bagin as a single umit,
is nocded to insure an odequote supply of sur-
face water for the sunicipalities end industries
dopondent upon this source. A second problem,
the sbatement of pollution of these supplies
by orgenic and inorganic wostes, requires at-
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tentim to safejuard the public hoalth.

5. Bearly B0 por cont of Kansos people
obtain thair water supplies from deep or
ghollow wells. In time of drought, sany of
theso wolls sustain serious water shortages
ar go dry. Im the more critical areas,
farpers find it mecessary to haul wnter for
many oiles; and some municipalities heve been
forced to ration the cwnilable supplies. Alle-
viation and proventiom of such shortoges can
bo aceomplished by desponing ond improving
exinting wells, by lecating mew sources of
underpround supply, and by impounding surface
waters nearby. Much more geologienl explora-
tisn of the state's underground water stores
iz needed ond this should be sugmented by the
gatablishment of several sutomatic recording
instruments to provide edequate recarda of the
fluctuntions of the water lovel.

Contemination of sub-surface water supplies
by orgonic and inorganic wastes olso constitutes
a serious problem. Imvestigatisns to deteraline
the best methods of handling mineral wostes ara
now under way.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

1, That some agency in Kansas be given the

required authority to effoctively cocrdinate
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end influsnce the activities of WPA, PWA, OCC,
RA, and all other sdministrations, both state
and federal, so that their work will increas-
ingly be in accord with ths objectives set
forth in this memcraondem.
£, That through this ogency or by such
alternnte means as may be provided, greater
enphasis be placed om
(a) Boll Conservation
(b) Building farm ponds
(¢) Providing wells for domestic water
supply and irrigation
(d) Extension of the soll survey
{a) Tree planting, especizlly in the
southeastern part of the state
(f) Ersdication of bindweed
(g) Deatruction of sruulhl'::ppuru
(h) Replugging of abandoned wells
{41) Restoratlon of certain areas to
grass
%. That the scopa of work of sgricultursl
planning committees in dominamtly rursl counties
be widened to inelude all phoses of planning.
4. That adequate credit fmcilities be
pade available for the purchase of seed for fall
and spring planting and the purchase of feed to
sustain at least foundation herds.



5. That studiea of the larger aspocta of
wetor utilization and control, such oz thise
now belng made by the War Departsment,; be ex-

pedited.
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RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE OF THE ADMINIETRATOR -
WASHINGTON A

’EJE s 3

Septesber 12, 1936,

My dear Mr. President:

This is my best try at & reply to Secretary
Ickea' letter. As he wrote me & somewhat similer
latter I chatted with him sbout it at the banquet.
His grisvance did not seem to be so much that this
committes was appointed as the fect that somecne
from an egency of his wee designated without hia
being advised.

Yours very sincersly,

Honorabls Franklin D. Roossvelt
The White House

Weshington

D. C.



Honorable Hareld L. Ickes
Chairman, National Rescurces Committes
* Interior

¥ashingtom, D. C.
My dear Mr. Secretary:

m-iumnwmmhtmummumjm
rmrdhth-wﬂufth-ﬁrut?ld.nlﬂrwdﬂhnﬂ_ﬂhu .
No"board of representatives of pertinent Federsl and State
agencies” as recomeended by the Committes has as yot been desig-
nated. The comstitution of sueh & board if and when designated,
may well invite our best thought. As I read the reécomsendation
of the Committes there 18 nothing in 1t to preclude our availing
ourselves of N.R.C. cooperation.

Hes not the conception of the N.R.C. besn rather that
of & program bullding agency as contrasted with a resaarch agency.
In designating the members of thes Great Plains Committes I sought
to include in 1ts membership not enly represmtation from National
Resources Comaittee, but from those other agencies who with thou-
sands of agents now in the field could very promptly asasmble data
reflecting ourrent conditions in the Great Plains area. It would
be to those very agenciss to which the F.R.C. would go for data
resulting from thelr researches.

The Great Flains Committes report reflects familiarity
with all N.R.C. reporta a8 well as with original source material
of other governmental agencles. I am familinr with the N, R. C.
progras for the Red River of the North, btut the approsch for such
& study might esplly be scmewhat different from that appropriate to
the study of a reglon including one-quarter of the area of the
United Statea.

These questions of gver-all organizationa such as we have
plenned National Resources Oommittee to be seem to 1ie elose to the
bed-rock of our democratie imstitutions. Seo too program reports as con-
trasted with detalled researches - and many of them and of a varlety
of kinds = are needed if we are to gain popular support for the work
ahead. We may find it profitable to keep ouite fluid certain parts
of our organizalon set-np so that quick reports bearing on funcumental
questions may be avallable.

The report of the Great Plains Drought Area Committee
peams to have been o reasonably useful plece of work even though from
an orthodox Government standpoint it was concocted of a warlety of

brews.
8incerely yours,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September B, 1975,

MEMORANDUE FOR MOREIS COOEE:

For preparation of reply.

F.D.ER.



NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
INTERIOR BUILDING
WASHINGTON

SEP =15 1936

The President,
The Thite House
My dsar Mr., Presidesat:

The report of the Oreat Plains Drought irea Committes, dated
dogaet 1935, proposes on page 16 thareof a program for intsgration
of land and water resources activitiss by a board of repressmta~
tives of pertinent Federal and Btate sagencies.

The establishment of such a board would parallel both im
personnel and in structurs existing land and water Tegources com~
mittees of the National REesources Committes. Thegs exlating co-
ordinating agsncies comprise the same mezbership of the warlsus
Pederal and State agencles, concerned with problems of land and
water, as would the proposed new coordinating groups.

Mese committees of the Hational Bsscurces Committes have besn
funotioning for several years with considerable suocess in coordi=
aating and integrating the objeotives and mctivities of the various
Tedoral agencies. BSupplementing thelr mctivities are the State and
regional plamning groups which have been functloning in most in-
stances for several yesars in the areas now under discusslon by the
Great Plaing Drought Ares Coamittes.

The aforesaid mschinery has already produced the gnly concrete
water program available in the drought area, namaly, the program
for the Drainage Basin of the Hed Biver of the North., This repork
represants the coordinated accomplishments of State and Federal
groups under the technical guldance of a conmltant appointed by
the Water Hescurces Committes. This process 1s belng repsated in
othsr areas, and the results thereof will be available from time
to time. It is exmctly what is proposed by the Great Plains Drought
drea Committes, tut under mew and duplisating suspices.

e Drainage Basin Study sow under way under the suspices of
the Water Hescurces Committes aleo includes the same territory.

It seems to me that the creation of mew coordinating committses
consisting of the same agencles and with the same objectives ms thome
of the National Resources Committess and duly constituted stats plan
aing and other boards would only result in confusisn,



These matters are called to your attention in the hope that
further problems of land and water utilisation and conservation in
the Great Plains Drought Area will be assigned for study and ulti-
mate solution to existing national coordinating groups. These
latter have had the benefit of several years experience and contact
with the problems involved., Aside from their availability for such
functions as outlined above, no permanent and real value could be

attained by the development of parallel and perhaps contradictory
programs by new agencies.

SBincerely yours,

Chairman
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MEMORANDUM FOR  MISS LeHAND

Herewith the original copy of the
stenographic report on the Des Moines
Conferences. Thought the President
might want to keep this in his personal
files.

Two copies have been sent to
Secretary Wallace and three other copies

are in the General Files downstairs.
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beld at the Btate House, Des Moines, Iowa, Thuraday,
Beptember 3, 1938, commencing at 2:30 P, M.

PRESENT:
FRANELIN D. ROOBEVELT,
President of the United States,

Gov, GQuy B. Park,

Sen, Bennett Champ Olark,

8en, Harry 8. Truman,

Mathew B. Murray, WEA,

R, ¢ Bmith and Btate Director Nicholeon, RA,
F, W. Niemeyer and Walter Rust, FOA,

Robert X. Ryland, NEC.

Becretary Walleoe, :
Harry Hopkine and Howard Hunter,
Rexford Tyugwell,
GFovernor Myera,
Robert Fechner - 0CC
Qormissioner G,es,

ene L tt,
Alfred ate .

Jr——
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FRESIDENTAL DROUTH CONFERENCE,
FOR
MI8S0URI.

held at the State Houee, in Dee Moines, Iowa, Thureday
September 3, 1936, at 2330 P, M.

PRESEDENT ROOBEVELT) I thought I would like ®©
take up Missourl first because it would be much easler
to have a family party. I am sorry I have not been asble
%o get into Miescuri myeelf on thie particular trip, but
I have followed tke reports and appreciate the purpose,

Governor Park, would yaéu like to give us the
prelimiary stetement as to the conditions ap you mee them?

GOVEHNCH PARK: I will be very happy too, Of course,
we bhad & baedly protracted drouth im 1334, and this drouth
bae been equally ue bad with thie disadvantage, there
thers ie no carry over orope as there was in 1334,
Missouri ie probably the fourth or fifth etate me a corn
gtate of the United States, The wheat crop ie short, the
hay crop ie short.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That is winter wheat?

GOVERNCH PARK: Yes, we ralse poft whest entirely,
We ralee a lot of alfalfa, and all eort of hay and corn,
and except for the wheat we have no erop., That spplies to
110 out of the 11k counkies in the etate, four counties

in the extreme eouthern part of the state have good average

S METH B WEISHT, CERTIFIED SHORTHAND SEFOETES. 417 COURT SOUBE, DEF MSiREE iSwE
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erope and in the countyy down below Cape Girardeau, We
have 278,000 farm familiee in Miseouri and I think about
17,000 are now receiving relief through the PWA and WFA,
The corn fallure ie practically a total failure, We have
gome corn and etelks preserved by trench etloe and

other methods of preserving fodder, And I have an analysis
here that is authentie, prepared by our agricultural
department and it will give all thie more in detail than

I can at thie time, As of August 23* our corn crop is
fourteen percent of normal. Alfalfa 30 percent, soy beans
28 per cent; cow peas 33 per cent, pasture 7 per cent,

Our state ie & bluegrase state largely, Sorghum 27 per
cent, Percentage of farmesshauling water 37 per centj
conditicn of livestock 65 per cent; farmers seeking to
replece pasture 76 per cent, Wheat yleld per acre about
13 bushel, In the western-—the weetern central part of
the state the graeshoppers did-a great deal of damage from
Kansss City on east for several counties and the corn
etalke were practically bereft of sll but Juet but Just
bare etalks that remain. The great majority of the
farwers have no means of tiding over their cattle during
the winter, and we have fewer cattle in the state, perheps
then in the past ten or fifteen yeers, I have here some
pke the estimate. We have 200,000 fewer cattle and
2,000,000 fewer hoge than we had two years ago. Our ponds
are all exhaueted and a great many of our welle hawe gone
dry. And in the ecuthern pert of the state where we have




many deep welle and the level of those welle has been
lowered 300 feet. Further north the level is lees, We
have had a survey made of the water supply of the state

by our Geological Department. We have a complete Burvey
and know the location of the water, the underground

water and can very eaelly sink wells and build repervolirg.
We know where the water Bupply ie. A great many farmers
are driving their cattle four or five miles for water,

the welle on the farme and ponde are exhpusted, The city
of Kanean City is furnishing water from its plant to MurT
places in Miesouri and also in Eanean,

Now I do not know whethar you deeire any suggeet-—
ione from me ae to what the remedy will be for the
situation,

PRESIDENT FROCBEVELT: Suppae we teke that up in
the order which I have been doing on thie trip, “.
relates to three things. The firet, le immediate relief,
that ie to esy, people who are in need of a Job or loan
to tide them over between now and winter time,

GOVERNOR PARK: Thers are about 56,000 farmer
families in Missourineed immediate relisf,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Now how many heve you today
on WEBAT And on rehsbilitetion grente?

GOVERNCR PARK: 17,000 on WPA, and 10,000 on
| grants,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That is 27,000, What ie
Your estimate from your people , Harry?

= T T METH . waran T, EFRTIPIEE SHOETHARS SEROATER. 417 COUST HOURE, DN =8P, o
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Mr. HOPKINS: About the esme as the Governor,
somewhere around 55,000 to 60,000 families.
FPRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: At the present timg——

Mr, HOPKINS8t That will need relief before
fall,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Before fall, That number
will have to be carried through the winter?

Ery HOPKINS: Moet of them,

A CONFEREE: That isthe eecond problem, to carry
them through the winter,

GOVERNCH PARK: They will have to be carried
paet January, at leset,

PRESIDENT HﬁﬂﬂE?ELT: And the problem of giving
them work; we are very anxioue, of course, to aveld the
dole ae much as poseible, In other worde, to give them

uasTul work during the winter ae much as we can., I do
not know what the situation ie in Yiseouri, There are
somé sectione where you have a great deal of enow end you
cennot do a great desl of useful outdoor work. My thought
ie that if we cannot find enough useful WPA Jobe for them
to work on during the winter time, we will have to take
a proportion ae emall ss poesible and put them on
rehabilitation grante. In other worde, if they live in
& community where there is no ueeful work they can do in
the winter time, we will put them on grants rather than
WFA work,

GUVEFNOR FARK: In thet connection I would like to

BETH B WAIHT, CEATIFIED ISCATEARD SEFDETIS 417 COUST HOUBE DE BENEL oes ——— ——

|




make this suggesticon, thet Af you can hurry up the AAA
checke and get them inte their hande ae qulck as
possible it will be a great help.

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT; Ae I understand it it will
teke another month for them to go out. 7

SECRETARY WALLACE: Do you mean the new checke
or the old checks?

GOVERNOR PARK: Money thet may be due them, The
| quicker they are paid, the gquicker they will heve the
money,

BECAETARY WALLACE: There is some of the old
whest checks not gone out, they are putting them out
right now; on the 1336 program they will begin to go out

apout the first of Coteber, but not moving into volume

I think, until later.

FOVERNOR PARK:; The quicker you can get them
out the beatter, :
. SECRETARY WALLACE: We are putting all possible
1 eteam on 1t; we are doing the teet we can, Becguse we
regognize the seriousnese of the eltuetion and we will
do all we can,

GOVERNOHR FARE: There is considerable of it
among the people of our state, a lot of the farmers work
on highways, quit farming and go to work on farm to

market roagd in the immediate nelghborhood, cleaning

ditchep—==
PREBIDENT ROCSEVELT: A L8t of that can be

EESIEISE EETE B SEaEY, qEETIFIED S0aTHARD ARFSETIL AUF DOUET HOUSE DES WRINTN, FOWE - —




done in the winter time,

GOVERNOR PARK: Yes, we can run up to the let of
December or poeeibly Christmas,

FHESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Of course, you are no worse
off than Iowa in regerd to your water supply. Your idea
in regard to the water eupply ie that perhaps & half to
57 per cent of the farmers heve to haul water, and there
ie & need of additional wellse, deeper wells and also the
need probably of emall ponde added to the present numbe r
of ponde,

GOVEHNOR PARK: I would suggeet community ponds,
goquire some land in the school dietrict that ie without
water and {ava & centrallylocated reservoir that will
hold enough to tide them over the drouth period.

PROFESE0R TUGWELL: Lo you think you could get
somé public body to give ue title to the ponds——

GOVERNOR FARK; Of course the etate and county
bave no title to any land, all of the land ie rented,
Just the abandoned river bed and placee where they don't
need water,

FROFESSOR TUGWELL: You have no way of acquiring
it except by purchaee, and no money to pay for that.

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: FURTHEH West they have
been getting easements in & great many cases, isn't that
right Rex?

GUVERNOR PARK: I think you would have no trouocle
to get the low land, what ie your ides Mr, Hurray? About
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that?

Mr. MURRAY: HNo trouble. They have promised it
to us.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Right along that line, of
course, highwey building ie & very necessary and useful
thing, on the other hand it doeen't give o have very
much relationehip to the drouth, I would much rather see
the relief money, WFA money, epent on the problem of
drouth relief at thie perticular time than I would on
building highways, if we can find ueeful thinge euch ae
s0il eroeion work, digsing of wells and building ponds,
and thinge of thgt sort, anéd my own thought ip I would
put these ahead of highways at this particular time, You
have a multitude of emall streame there in Miseouri which
might @ resdily turned intoc artificial lakes,

GOVERNOR PARK: They can be dammed, We can go to
work on the water supply right away becsuse we have the
survey and know right where the water i,

PAESIDENT ROUSEVELT: How sbout soil erceion work,
hov far has that got, and terracing?

GUUVEHNOR PARK: We have had eeveral camps in
¥ieeouri,

A COSFEREE: There are 21 camps, Mr, President,
CCO campe on soil eromion work,

A CONFEREE: The projecte gre scattered pretty
well over the entire state, the project up near Bethany--

FHESIDENT ROUBEVELT; Have they etarted through

. ALY £OuRT mousk. SEd E@NEd jowa ——————— ————




the gounty Commiseicrers in Missourt what they are doing
further south the purcheee of the tarracing machine by
the county Commiseioners?

GOVERNOR PARE:; No,

FRESIDENT ROUBEVELT: And then renting it out
to the individual fermer at so much per dayt

A CONFEREE: It hae been suggested that we handle
that on a co-operative basis, I do not think my of it
bes been done,

PHESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Yes, eir, sither WAy or
through the County Commissioners. Do you have unty
Commleel onerat

GOVERNOR PARK: Yes, the: same thing.

PRESILENT HOOSEVELT: In the eouth in the cotton
country 1t hae been proved an extractdinarily valuable
thing, the County Gmmieeioners or the Co-operatives
either one purchase the terracing machine snd then the
individual faimer hires thet machine st eo much per diem
to do terracing work, end & grest many farmers hire it.
I hpve forgotten how many acres a day one of those
machines do on an average. What is it, about thirty
acres, something like that?

GUVERNOR PARK: Except in the immediate vicinity
of the CCC camps the farmere sre not taking to that sort
of work.

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: We need more demonstration

work at this time,




« o QOVERNOR FPARK; That is what we need over the
etate, end then there ie ancther immediate need to the
fiarmer end that is money with which to purchase seed to
be ready when the time comes to put in hie crop.

PREBIDENT ROCBEVELT§ How much seed corn will you
have to have for next spring?

GOVERNCR PARK: I have that estimate here,

A CONFEREE: There gpre communities that haven't
raised s bushel of corn to the county.

FPRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Now in the state mae a whale
do you heve enough seed corn?

A CONFEREE: We will bave tu import seed corn. We
hgve had a complete failure of the wheat and corn corap

A CONFEREE: There isn't enough in a hundred
countier, I talk conservatively when I say that,

GOVERNCR PARK: While we probably rank fifth in
the corn growing etate we never ralee encugh for our
own purposee, we have alweys boughtcorn., Of course,
there ie some shipped out, but we always buy corn, 1
thought I hsd the figurea,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Then you aleo bave to buy
eeed wheat, or use your own?

A CONFEREE: We upe our own,

PRESI DENT HAOOSEVELT: How about the potatoes?

GOVERNOR PARK: HRotted in the ground,

A CONFEREE: We haven't raised any garden etuff,
VERNOR PARK: WE ralee a lot of watermelons but
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you cannot live on them,

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: Heve you got those figures?

GOVERNOR PARK: Practically all,

PREﬁfDIHT ROUBEVELT: How about the Missouri River
bottom land how did they cowe throught

A CONFEREE: They are sll burned out too, :

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Are they reslly?

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Ie there any irrigetion
projects on the Miesouri bottom land, ien't that
poesible?

GOVERNOR PARK: No,

FRESIDENT HOOBEVELT: And is that a posmibilityy

GOVERNOR PARK: Wo; leet year it overflowed end the
crope in the Miepcurl river bottom were drowned out,

PHESIDENT ROGBEVELT: Thaet wont help them., After we
get the Fort Peck and a few other thinge done-I am
tuinking about the future « I suppose we gre ready to
control floode. Are you going to have any projects on
the Missouri bottom land for irrigation,

OOVERNOR #RK: You cannot now,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: I mean when you get the
river regulated.

GOVERNOR PARK: That ien't going to help thie
eltuation,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Oh, no, thie is elong in the
future,

GOVERNOHR PARK: That can be done, becauee we have
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our high bluffe and reservoire can be put slong thoee
bluffe and it wuld be easy to get water down to the bottom,

PRESIDENT RCOSEVELT: You heve a fuel problem, That
is pretty high power,

GOVERBOR FARK: In what wayl

FRESIDENT ROUSEVELT: The cost of pumping,

GUVEANCH PARK: Ygae,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT Pretty high,

GOVERKOR PARK: The bluffs are high,

FHESIDENT ROCSEVELT: I mean the cost per horse
power of pumping. That wont help them, ;Itur we get Ft,
Peck and a few other things done, I am thinking about the
future—1 suppoee we .r4 ready to control floods.

GOVERNOR PARK: I don't know what that would be, we
have never had irrigatisn in Missouri, never,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Has any etudy been made of
irrigation?

A CONFEREE; No, Of couree, we have got a lot
of springe in the eouth Lissourd bottoms thet devlope
almoet unlimited water, The white river and the Osage——and
thoee etregms down there,

PRESIDENT RCOSEVELT: They will give us a chancc

down there,

GOVERNCH FPARK; Here is another thing, your atuantiJ
probably heen't been called to it, for which there is no
demand in any other etate except Uiseouri, We raiese a

great deal of fruit suchas peachee, pears, etc,
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8outhern Missouri is & small fruit country, berriee,
etrawperriee ls quite sn industry all down through the
Ozarks, The largest per cent of our fruilt hes been
killed by the drouth, sné our berry patches have been
epeclutely deetroyed, acree of them, and those people are
g0ing 10 need some help and it ie going to take a
different syetem than appliee to the sverage farmer who ra1nan
annual crope. It im going to take a longer periocd to

reach 1%,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: It is pretty hard to water
a larze crchard, but on the other hand small garden
patches, berries and thinge like thst could probably be
teken care of by putting in garden ponde and farm ponde,
isn't thet sof

GUVERNOR FAHK: That cen be done but tae
principal thing now is, s grest many of thoee Ozarkians
in the soutbern pert of the state are very poor pecple,
undj%;ey have 1e & éardnn and small fruit patches, The
apples and smgll fruit burned up. And they are going to
need some pesistance in order to replant,

PRESIDENT ROUSEVELT: Of course, on the fruit
it will take it several years to oome into bearing.

GUVERNCR PAHK: Yee, we have gome wonderful
archarde in Misscuri,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: MNow to finish up the
meeting the lmmeciate problem of rellsf, is the Job of
Ur, Hopkine and Ur, Tugwell in conjunction with the gtate
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authoritiee to t.ke care of the 55,000 families between
now gnd the next epring. In working thet out I should
think probably the best thing to do would be to have &
conference in the etate on projecte so that we would as
far ae possible devote theee projects from now on through
the winter to the mlleviation of drouth conditione. That
means the builcding of ponde, welle, eoil erceion work, and
to try to get Juet s many projecte of that kind as we
poeeibly can, snd when we have exhausted all of those
projecte that can be carried on through the winter, then
we can teke up sae edditlonal projecte the farm to market
roads, Ie that a perfectly estisfactory program?

GOVEFNCR FARK: May be that will help but you
have got to do something besldes building roads to furnish
these people with eustenmpnce for the winter and money to
buy seed, that is very importent that that be done insome
way. They do not want direct relief., I think it wouldbe
unforntunate to give them direct relief,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: We want to do the Jwt ae
little as we poesibly can.

GOVERNOR FARKS; B8Short time lcans and some
advencemente to them,

PRESIDENT HUCBEVELT: Of couree on the ssed
loagne we haven't got enough money appropristed at the
preeent time to last through next epring for the whole
United Statee, The Seoretary and I and Mr. Meyer are all
agreed we have got to get some additional money from
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Congress as early as poeeible, possibly in January, in
ordarlta meet the necessary seed loans in the spring.

A CUNFEREE: Tpere will be no trouble sbout that,
Mr, President, that is one of the essisst bille to Jeee,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL:; We have made two thoueand seed
loans in Wiseouri in the last few weeks,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: That ie mostly winter whest?

FROFESSCH TUGWELL: Y, eir; mostly,

SBECAETARY WALLACE: The people of Miesouri, ¥r,
President, will have to be treated in regpect to seed corn
in a slightly different manner for fear the seed corn Eay
mot be available, and not only & loan muset be provided to
those farmers for buying secd ecorn, but you will heve to
provide for those farmers who want to save seed oorm,

That is a matter that hae not ¥et been fully worked out,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: New are there any other
thinge you went to take up Governor Park.

GOVEHRNCR PARK: I think that covere it,

FRESICENT ROCSEVELT: I Just went to meke &
euggestion--in going through the country I heve become more
and more convinced that we ought to have some form aof a
complete individusl ferm survey for the whole of the drouth
area.’ andprobably eventuslly of the whole United States,
The ineurance companies heve been carrying on for a good
many years the same sort of idem. The card of the
individual farm borrower of the insurance compeny conteine

statiatice am to the type of land, aze to the typc of crop
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» and eo forth und 6o on, MNow if we had-ond it probably
is m matter thav should be financed, at lesst in part, by
the federal govornment——a complete .auru;r of every farm
we would be able to know .a great desd better whet the
chances are for a fermer to make jpood on hie partioular
Tarm. There gro obviouely some on farme today who
should De told frunkly that they rever will come through
if they keep on where they are, Therc are others who can
after a survey of that kind if it is explaimd to thenm
they are going to lope their farm unless they put in soil
eroeion preventlon. And in that wey we will know a great
deal betier in the future whet the individual neede of
the individual faom femily ave. It is g thing that w111
probably Seke g very long time or a L:re;;: deal of money,
we nave done it I think, Rex, in sone partione of the
Dakotas.,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL; Yee, it bao been done in
industry with eome Government Agencies working together,
end it your state guthorities would work we could get
lagislation for thet in January, do it in conJunction
witli the state authorities.

PRESIDENT ROUSEVELT: If your state authorities
could work for some state lepislotion on that in January
and do i% in conjunction with you agricultural colleges,
end eo forth and eo on in the atpte, it seems to me we
will have a much better ploture and a much better idea
of what 1le needed to avold drouth condtions, soil erssion
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end lack of water in every part of this drouth area, than
if we go about it more or leee hit or mise.

GOVERNOR PARK: 0Of couree, in Yieeouri we know
what caueed thie condition is, it has bean cutting timber
along the etresme and hollows letting the water rush out,
and we have got to get back of that,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: Y¥ou have got to do m great
deal of reforresting on the top slopes.

GOVERNOR PARK: Yes, no doubt gbout it,

FRESIDENT ROJBEVELT: Of course, it ie & big
progra® and it cannot be done in two, three or five yeare,
but will probably teke twenty—five Years at least, to
complete it but we can etart it, and whatever we spend
will come back many timee over,

GOVERNOR PARK: I believe that is true in most
cagée, it comee back,

"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Fred, are you calling our
atte tion to the time,

kir. MoINTYHE; .The time ie getting along Mr.
President.

PHESIDENT RCOSEVELT: Heve you got anything,
Governor Perk, you wigh to take up?

GOVEBRNOR PARK: Yes,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: If you will let me have some
of those figures that would be & very great help.

GOUVERNCH FARK: You will find them quite interesting

I belleve,
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GOVERNCR PARK: Mr, Murray you have that map.

Mr, MURRAY: I will put that right with it.

GOVERNOR PARX: There ie another matter of
Anterest that doeen't concern the drouth I would like
to  talk %0 you sbout between nowand tomorrow,

Conference ende at 3:15 P, M,
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beld at the 8tate House, in Des Moines, Iowa, Thursday,

Beptember 3, 1936, commencing at 3:20 P, M,

PREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: Governor, shall we go
ahead?

GOVERNOR HERRING: Yes, Bir.

PFRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: I suppose the easiset
way 18 to have me atart off and repeat the way I have
been doing in a matter of five or six states already.

.I We have tried to eimplify the procedure of
these meetinge by differentisting between the immediate
neede and the long distance needs. That brings up
tiret of all toe queation of immediate relief, That is
to eay, the mumber of familiee in I.wa who are in
actual want at the present time and have to be helped.
Mr, Hill, what are your figures on femliliese on WPA at
the present time? Let's confime this to farm families.

MR, HILL: Farm famillies,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: About 7,0007

MR, HILL: 7,080.
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How many farm families
on renabilitation grante?

MR, NICHOLSON: Recent ones for tne last two
weeks, since Baturday, Bcoepting them from the ocounty
oul;littnu, about 500,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: By you have a litile over
£,000 all told. What are your figures for the second
problem? How many more farm familiee, 1f any, will

bave to be helped by WFA or renabilitation grants between
now and winter?

MR, HILL: Mr, President, tois is a guees,
We have pernaps 30,000,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: You think it may run a8
bigh as 30,0007

MR, HILL: Yes, S4r,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That would include
rebabllitation grants?

FRUFESSCR TUGWELL: Yes, Sir. I think it
would be about equally divided before the winter ie

over maybe,

PREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: So 1% would mean raleing
tne per cent frem 8,000 to approximately 30,000, if we
are to take care of all the needs that ocome out at this
time,

MR, HILL: That i8 purely a guesa, Mr.
President,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I want to make olear
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what I have made clear before in the other etates, and
that 1s thie: Or course we want all these federal
expenditures to be put to & useful purpose so far as
pogeible, Thet means various projecte in all the
localities where the relief has to be given, On the
other hand we know that these projecte, many of them
are difricult to carry through in the middle of the
winter, 8o I think the goal should be to put these
pecple to work for wages up to the limit of the useful-
nesg of the projecte, On the other band, if you can
not find enmough useful projects to go on through the
winter, and there are & certain number, proportion, of
farm families that can not be put to work, it means

we will have to put them on rehabilitation grante., In
other words, dole, But we want to keep away from the
dole just as much as we poselbly can and keep the number
of families on actual grants down to a minimum, Poau'
that go along with your idea, Cpyde?

GOVERNOR HERRING: TYem, Sir.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Then that brings up the
question of the type of project. Of course, ma I under-
stand the eltuation in this state, you haven't got the
game water problem that they have further west, In
other words, you haven't got & very large number of
farm families at the present time, for imetance, who arse
hauling water, How many have you got? What are your
figures on that?
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MA. HILL: Hauling water?

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Yes,

MR, HILL: We have very few.

UOVERNOR HERRING: Down in your tarritory —-

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That shows a very good
example of why you can not have an abmolute rule of
thumb for the drought territory. The G,vernor of
Missouril states that thirty-seven per cent of the
farmers of Missouri are hauling water. You haven!t
got that eltuation here., Therefore we can very nearly
eliminate the work of digging wells. TIs that rightt

GOVERNOR HERRING: Yes.

¥ PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That bringes up, what

ehall we do in the way of these projects., Of course
secondary read buillding is a very fime thing, but
Becondary road building does not help the problem of
the drought in the years to come, Therefore it peems
to me that we ought to use our money that is epent on
WPA just es much as we can in the long range planning
egalnst drought. Now, you have in thie state a great
deal of erosion. It seems to me that would be an
extremely useful projeoct, a serious project for ue to
concentrate on in our WPA work,

UOVERNOR HERRING: No doubt about that; that
is of first importance with us,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: How about the building

of ponde?
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GOVERNCR HERRING: That ie all right in some
counties, We have some counties, of course, that will
not hold water 1f you build the ponde; after building
your pond it will not hold the water. We have some
goll in which you just can't keep the water. Henry,
¥ou know that situation in some of your counties down
there,

MR. HILL: Along that line, Mr. Fresident,
we think i1t would be wery helpful in the matter if
¥ou can find some manner of liming these countles so
they will produce leguminous crops, and under the WPA
we can do it on private property, Testerday we had n
meeting and drew a resolution slong that line that I
euppose will meet the requirements you are talking
about.

: PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: And how will you get
title to land that is overflowed by ponds?

WOVERNOR HERRING: That would not affect us
o very much. It ie rougher country in the south part,
AB I eay, you go up in & plane and you will think the
whole southern part of Iowa 1e washing down into the
rivers.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Oan you get title or an
easement?

GOVERNOR HERRING: If you are going to do
that it has got to be done on private property, that
ie the difficulty about it,
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FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: We find further west
¥ou can almoat always get the farmer or the mchool
district or township to give an easement which would
allow his neighbore to come in and uee hias pond for
Btook,

GOVERNOR HERRING: We don't have much of that,
We don't need the ponds, We have eroeion of those
rough lande washing down through the muddy creeks,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: What are the oounty
commissioners doing? Are they deing anything in the
way they are doing it in the South, buying terracing
machines and then renting them out to the individual
farmer?

GOVERNOR HERRING: I don't think there is
much of that belng done.

MR, HILL: Very little., In southern Iowa,
Appancoaa,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Is that & poasibllity
in the future?

MR, HILL: It ought to be. Hasn't been to
any great extent.

FPRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: That has been & very
subatantial contribution to a great part of the cotton
land in the Bouth., The county commissioners buy the
terracing machine and then rent it out. It terraces
twenty to thirty acres a day, at comparatively little
coet. Do you know how much it is an acre?
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A CONFEREE: Abvout $4,000.00,

FREBIDENT ROOSEVELT: I mean an acre?

MR, FECHNER: About $3.00 to $5.00 an aore,
depending on the type of terrmce. They build them a
little cheaper in the South because they can get a
little emaller terrace than we can in thie section, In
this reglon 1% will run from $3.00 to $5.00 or $5.00
an aocre, depending on the conditien of the land for
bullding terraces.

MR, PRIOR: I think some of that was done by
voluntary asecclation,

A CUNFEREE: To a very limited extent. We
want 1t more fundamental than that. Here is the question
of agriculture, to get more legumus crope going, hold

the moisture.

FREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: Will that help etop
eroaion? .
A CUNFEREE: It will be following out better
oropping perbape. We can raise more than at toe present
time in our eroded areas, and limestone will make thoat
poseible too. Toere ie little ercelon on clover land
or grasa, Of course we all know corn following clover
oT grase produces much better than 1t does following
corn, and erosion ie about 1/5 as great.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Woat ie being done in the
8tate to teke out of cultivation some of the higher land

and putting it in pasture or trees?

GOVERNUR HERRIMG: Toere hes been quite a bit
done, The figures show forty-five per cent increase

= EETH A mERET. CENTIFIED SHOSTHAND REFONTER, §iF EOWRT NOUSL S8 L AT e ) Ae—



in soreage of alfalfa in 1938, as contrasted with 1833,
That 18 due to the AAL benefite, that forced 1t over
into that,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That wae not new ground
broken up, old ground turned back toc alfalfa,

GOVERNOR HERRING: Put bagk. The effect of
that aleoc 18 shown. May 19368 we hed double the stook
of hay we had on hand in 1835, which is another direot
benefit of foroing it back., Therefore the need for the
continuance of that program, elther federal or state.
And that is the way we are golng to eave, in my opinionm,
these eroded lande of Iowa, i esome method of comtinulng
the program which is forocing much of the corn back into
grass, Ien't that right?

MR, BLISS; That's right. The big problem is
to get Sguthern Iowa aligned to ralse clover, put more
land into grass, legumes, holds the water.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That means eventually
more cattle in the southern part of the state, is that
right?

GOVERNOR HERRING: Many counties in the
southern part of the state never should have been
ploughed up; they should have been left in blusgrass;
they would produce more 4in bluegrass than trying to
raise corn on land that was never intended to ralse

€OTH.
FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How about the problem
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of your seed corn, what is the situation there?

MR, BLIBE: I believe we can meet that Yery
Teadily in the etate, Mr. Fresident, by Just getting
busy early and urging farmers to sesleot and ponBerve the
sead in surplus areas,

BECRETARY WALLACE: We don't have the same
problem in Iowa they have in Missouri, not the same
kind of problem at all, You have enough seed corn of
your own,

MR, BLISS: We will handle that,

FRESIDENT ROOEEVELT: You probably will hava
enough to ship over into Miseouri if they are short.

GOVERNCR HERRING: If Mr, Stedman gets these
fellows to reduce the rates we are all after, that
would help cut some of our neighboring states,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: We are all working on
that,

MR, MURRAY: We haven't seed corn at all to
give, and we will have to hold the seed corn stook we
will have avallable in northweat Iowa, 1f we can con-
trol 1%, It might be hard to keep that with corn over
$1.00 & bushel, for seed,

FRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: On that question of
rates, how far have you gotten with the railroads?
Dpes enybody know, in thie atate?

GOVERNOR HERRING: We didn't get anywhere,
We have been turned down by the Interstate Cpmmeroe
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fommiesion on the theory that we don't need anything
shipped in from outeide, and they are mot much
interested in our ehipping from ineide out, They say
our own state railroad commission can take care of
reduction of rates part of it. The Diresctor of
Railwayes would mocept it if they did it for interstate
shipments, Bo far as Iowa 18 concerned we haven't

got wvery far in actual results,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: It is a matter of
negotiation between you and the railroads rather than
going torough the Interstate Cgmmerce Commisdon for
an order.

GOVERNOR EERRING: It is. And we can handle
that 8o far a8 in the state 1 concerned, but we
haven't been able to get any conceselons for shipments
in and out of the state. .

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: EHae the ICC happened,
to do that, as you understand it, Henry, in any other
caseal

SECRETARY WALLACE: Tpe difficulty has been
that the rallroads are not sure that they wlll not be
open to damages from other communities as they were
aseured under the 1934 drought appropriatioms, and
thet has slowed down the railroads in making concessions,
Iowa has not been able to make a sufficiently strong
case to get the reductions,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: The Interstate Commeroce
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Oommission does not want to take juriediction, is that it?

SECRETARY WALLACE: Well, they feel they can
not glve the eaesurance to the railrosde in the borderline
cases, which assurance the rallroads feel they have to
have,

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Then it seems to me
on theee public worke, worke progrese projects, that the
thing to be done mext in taking care of these people
who will need help from now on over the winter, is to
have & confersnce betwean the state departments and the
federal agenciesa here and try to work out & series of
projecte which, ae I say, should be primarily aimed
at the long range drought prevention, and having adopted
as many projects along thet line as it ie pomeible to
de, then go either to the secondary roads, which, of
pouree, are all right, but do not affect the drought.

GOVERNOR HERRING: We have had plenty of good
projecte to teke care of the drought farmers, At least
geven thousand that have been asked, We have plenty
of good projects.

PREEIDENT ROOBEVELT: Projecte near home where
they can go home and attend to thelr chores, Are there
any other thinge you want to bring up?

BENATOR DICEKINBON: Mr. President, I would like
to make one suggestion., Ae we get into the winter here,
of course, your secondary roads will not be avallable

for work, your soil erceion will not be available for
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the relief work, and then you come down to the
question of what you are golng to do to meet the
emergency of the families who are actually im need,

I would 1llke to eee your temporary organigations that
are set up under the present power, work in conjuncticn
with what we call our local relief agencies, which are
the board of supervisore and tomship trustees, working
end finding out just what the neceseity is in emch
locality of the varioue families that are in need, I
think that 18 one of the fundamentsl thingse; not let
it all be taken over in ome group or in the other group.
Here ie a group of officere, and under the Iows law
they are charged with the responsibility of caring for
the poor, caring for thoee who need relief., The board
of supervisore and townehip trustees have that
responeibility. I don't see why 1t would not be to the
asdvantage of everyone to have a harmonious program
through thoee agencies, together with the temporary
agencles. And that will become necessary when your
gegondary roade and erceion projects are cut off by the
winter.

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: I think that is
abeolutely right. We ought to get as much local co-
cperation and advice from the local people as we posaibly
can, alwaye bearing in mind one catch. A governor,--

I will not eay which one, quite far from here,-- worked
hard the other day to try to get me to say that we would

Eee—m/me——,——= HITH § Whigul. CIATIFIE ISONTHAND SEPOETEN, 4FF SOURT RO, Dl SOTNEL IOWE T ————




13

relleve his siate from the obligation of taking care of
the unemployables, I said, *Nothing doing. ¥o logality,
no gcounty, can put any unemployebles onto federal
relief." Bo we have to make that very oclear to all our
local people. We are working togetner tutlng oare of
the employablee. They still have got to take care of
the maimed, the halt and the blind. This ie& out of
toelr own fundse,

SBENATOR DICKINSON: I have never seen any
disposition here on the part of the lecal authorities
to try to escape that responeibility whatecever, I
don't think the governor has so far as I know.

A COFFEREE: Mr. President, I was going to
suggest that Benator Dyckinscn's program ie abeolutely
being carried out in the state now through the warlous
sgencies in detail. Toere ien't a county in the state
tbhat is not operating under that program now,

UOVERNOR HERRING: Our relief organieations are
alwaye eet up with the approvel of the boerd of
supervigors. This drought committee in those forty-five
counties was set up by taking the county agent, cheirman
of the board of supervisors, the relief administrator and
the rehabllitation supervisor, and then adding to that
the soil conservation group from each townehip who
have been elected by their people in the township, so
that tied it right down to the locel people, so far as
the drought relief ie conocerned,
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SENATOR DICEINEON: That ties i1t down to the
present group, but does not tie it down to something
that has been selected by the votere of this locality.

GOVERNOR HERRING: The voters select your
township soll conservation, and chairman of the board
of eupervisors,

A CONFEREE: We are absolutely working with
the board of supervisors in every county in the state,

A CONFEREE: WPA ie set up by the board of
supervisore selecting members,they are npun.nlorin.g them,

GOVERNOR HERRING: In all these groups.,

A CONFEREE: The eoll liming program is very
vital in the southern part of Iowa, If their soil was
in shape so they could have grown enough legumes to
meintain the fertility of the soll, they would have on
hand right now sufficient to pay the tazes,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: 1 sufgest we are meeting
that in very many places through cooperatives,

GOVERNOR HERHING: Senator Dickinson, do you
have anything further?

SENATOR DICEINSON: Nothing further.

MR, JONEE: That program comes in the
purchasing of the lime, by the farmer, A wide
distribution of 1t 1e prevented by the inability of the
farmer to make the purchase, If tbat can be worked out
and you can have a general application of the liming
program, I think there could be nothing fimner,
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FRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: Of ocourge the liming
program 1e a grand thing so long ae 1t ie done
Belectively, done on land that is golng to profit by
it, and at the l;no time it ls & program that will temd
towarde eliminetion of erosion. I don't think we can
do 1t on every small farm. It depends on the individual
farm, It 1e not a thing that covers all farme in
every reglon.

MR, JONES: WPA provides the lime,

FHESBIDENT ROCBEVELT: Hgow much have you got in
the way of a Boil survey in the state?

MR, BLIBS: A wvery complete soll survey,

Down to about forty mores in about ninety counties,

FREEIDENT ROOBEVELT: Do you have an underground
water survey?

A CONFEREE: The geological survey have a
:bretty good ploture of the underground supply.

PHEEIDENT RUCBEVELT: Can you check very well
on the underground water table?

A CONFEREE: It ie rather hard because of the
eoll, You take the south part of the stete and the
water level is eo variable, and in some cases you have
to go quite deep for water; other casese you can get it
quite shallow., Regarding the ponds, I might say that
with our coneervation work we have used quite a few
ponde ae we get further south, and thoee ponde do hold

water, and a recent survey indicates they have been

TR B WEIGRT, CESTIFED SEOSTEAND BESONTEN, 417 COURT HOUTE, DES MOIEL WS  FEmmmr e




18

very helpful in thie drought already in supplying etock
water, A survey showed wnere they had two million cubie
feet capacity, even going through this drought, we will
have half of the capacity left. Here their development
wWaE on a communlty basie too., Bome of them went over
into Missouri. Water is a serious problem, and there
are a few counties in the southern part bordering on
that state have some dirficulty, and we have some,

PREEIDERT ROOBEVELT: It Bﬂal—l to me the
thing to do is to work out, in conjunction with the
etate authoritiee, & fairly complete program of projects
to put through from mow until spring. Having done
that, of course, it depends a little bit on future
legielation in Wesnington, appropriatione, and so
forth and ec on. But we have got some idea of a long
range program of water conservetion, end especially in
thie etate, soll coneervation,

GOVERNOR HERRING: Profeesor Keller ie the
Assletant WPA Director. George, do you have anything
to suggest?

FROFES20R EELLER: Not now.

A CONFEREE: Mr. President, I wish to say here,
these various farm groups are meeting as much as twice
a month., All of these agencies, We have canvassed all
of the questions that you have discussed here today,

We have a brief prepared of a meeting we held on
Wedneeday of thie week, and cen assure you that every
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one of these agencies are operating carefully and well,
We have complete reporte whioch we have submitted, and
we have & program which we will submit to you, probably
thle week,

PRESIDENT RUCBEVELT: If anything ocours to
you, wire us,

MR, LEGUETT: The corn loan program'in this
state has been & wonderful thing. The furnishing of
geed has been & wonderful thing in the state. The
appreciation is self-evident. We have tnose agencises,
rellef agencles, meeting different groupe from time to
time under the Natlonal Emergency Cpuncil.

FRESIDENT RUCBEVELT: There ien't anything
elae then, is there?

GOVERNOR HEHRING: Toere ien't anything else.

{Conterence closed, 3:50 P.M,)
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FRESIDENTIAL DROUGHT CONFERENCE
for

held at the State House, in Des Molnes, Iowa, Thursday,
S8eptember 3, 1936, commencing at 3:50 P.M.

[F—

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Well, Governor, I
suppose wWe might as well go ahead in the very informal way
in which I had & number of conferenses already. I have
always started them by trying to selmplify the procedure,
taking firet things firet. The first thing is relating
to the immediate rellef needa, and that meane firet of
all the number of people we have on the relief rolls and
upon the resettlement grant liet at the present time, and
how many we are golng to add between now and snowfpll,
and how many we will have to carry through the winter.
Have you got those filgures, Harry, Can you glve us those
figures for Kansasf

MR, HOPKINS8: Mr. Griffith says there are
approximately 62,000 femilles entirely on relief within
the citiee.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Could you glve us the
Tigures, Mr. Griffith]

MR, GRIFFITH: I say, possibly 62,000 familles,
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on the farms and in the cltles.

FRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: Leave out the clties.

MR. GRIFFITH: On the drought roll we anticipate
we will reach 22,000. We have 7800 at the present tlme
working.

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: How many resettlement —
rehatilitation]

MR. GRIFFITH: G800, Mr. Presldent, between
5600 and 5700.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: In addition to your
estimate, the 7,000, that 1s included?

MR, GRIFFITH: No. We have included that.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: What is the total of the
two agencles?

MR. GRIFFITH: We have 7800.

ME, TUGWELL: 6600 now, including both agencles.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT!: So, in other words, 1t le
Just about double the number of familles we have on at
the present time. They begln to come on week after week.
Coming on from now to the time enow flles, and then
during the winter they will remain approximately the same.

ME. GRIFFITH: I would say yes, Mr. Fresldent.
Fell seeding is holding back some, and maybe some may be
holding off who will be forced on them, that ls what le
glowing use UuUp NOW.

FRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT! That bringe up the
problem, What are we golng to do with them during the
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winter? In other words, from now until next April or May.
Ae I have sald in all these conferences, 1t le my thought
that we want to glve them work; Ainsofar as poesible to
find upeful projeots for them. On the other hand, there
are certaln parts of the farming dietrictes whers you
can't do an awful lot of useful work during the winter,
end that means some percentage of the families will
have to go onte the rehabllitation grant, which 1s nothing
more or lees than a dole. That would run around how much,
Rex? #$22.00 a month?

FROFESS0R TUGWELL: That would be the average,
8ir.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: My thought Lis we ought to
do that only where we are driven to it by & lack of
ugeful work. And what percentage that will be it 18 a
1ittle diffioult to know, What preeent percentage would
you say in Kaneas? Have you any 1dea? What percentage of
the 22,000 families would have to go on rehabllitation
grante inetead of government work?

MR. GRIFFITH: Not until December or January.
A great many go with Mr. Mullendore's and Mr, Dodge's
resettlement. We think we can take care of 10,000 more
than we are at the present time. At least 18,000 on
WPA, up to January firet.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: What happens in January
and February and the fore part of March?

MR, GRIFFITH: Mr. Fresldent, the resson I say
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it that way, we are doing a great deal of water conservation
work. We will have two or three monthe that will not be
praeticel for dam bullding.

FROFESSOR TUGWELL: Twentyw-three of them come
under the resettlement. You ought to be prepared to be
flexible alout that. You can go to road work more at
that time.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: But try to maintaln the
prinelple of putting as few people on the etraight grant
method as posslble,

FROFESS0R TUGWELL: Yes.

MR, FECHNER: That brings up the question we had
in Herth Dakota. We may be able to teke & lot of those
[ men and put them in CCC camps. We have twenty-cne camps
in the stete, and whille they are dolng scll ercelen work,
they are bullding blg dams. This is the only Btate in
the Unlon where they are doing that kind of ‘soil eroalon,
[ I think seven or eight large dame. Of couree we had to
reduce the COC enrolees in those camps. We have carried
that work on through the winter right along. We can
bulld those campe up full strength or even over-strength,
if 1t ig deslrable.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I think a very desirable
thing. You see, what hae happened on 0OC has been very
1 intereeting. The total amount of money given by this
| congrees provided for about 350,000 boys in the country.
| Of course we have limited those boys to families on
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relief, but, espeolally in the East, the applicetions are
not coming up to the full enrollment, which means in this
drought area country we can give a much larger quota to
these statee than they would otherwise get, and still have
enough money to de 1it.

GOVERNCR LANDON: I agree with the gentleman
that much can be done with the CCC camps, Mr. Fresident.
You will not remember, but the first talk with me when
you invited me to Washington in 1933 ——

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: About the water ——

GOVERNCR LANDON: You remember that.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Yes.

GOVERNOR LANDON: I am smaged you remember. The
CCC campe, I called Senator Capper's attention to that and
discussed it with you and Senator Capper. The billas,
original one provided for the campa on the natlonal domain,
end then ln the states, I have talked with Mr., Tpgwell
about 1t too on subsequent visite when you bhappened to be

on the southern trip. I think there is much to be done in
the way of the OCC camps. We have had conelderable
reglstance to the use of those camps in lake bullding
projects frem Mr, Fechner.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: He ls right there,

GOVERNCR LANDON: I mean in the past, To begin
with you had some difficulties in your department, I think,

MR. FECHNER: There wasn't any diffioulty, Mr.
| President. We just were not prepared to undertake blig
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engineefing projects.

GOVERNOR LANDON: Il'hﬂ’her it was technlcalities,
or what 1t was, we had some difficulties to start with.

I think 1t ie & program that fits our problem very well
in Kaneas. .

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How many camps have you
got in the state?

MA., FECHNER: Twenty-one campe in the state.

FHESIBENT ROOSEVELT: How near full are they,
about 150 boye?

MR, FECHNER: 160, yes, Bir. 167 ie authorized
etrength.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: In filling those up that
meana practically 50 more boye to the camp. Twenty-—one,

UR, FECHNER: 1,060 additional boye from
relief families who could be put in thoee camps.

GOVERNCR LANDON: These projects that have been
built here are good and sound and will add, not only to
the water conservation of the state, but to the
recreational 1ife of the etate, which ig no mean con-
elderation.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That brings up the
gueetion of the projecta we can undertake between now and
next spring. BSome of them will have to be laid off in the
winter time and some of them could be finieghed before
winter, others could be completed later on in the spring.
Those really fall into two groups: One is the soll
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erosion, and the other 1s the water conservation. Take
up the last one firset. I think also you talked mbout
the farm ponds, the garden ponds, the small reservolrs,
and overflow dame in the streams.

GFOVERNOR LANDON: In dry weather,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Yes. And the more we can
do of that kind of work the better. One big problem that
ariees 18 mas te the uee of these farm ponde on private
property. The rule we have alwaye adhered to up to the
present time 1ls, that we would not bulld a pond unless
the owner elther gave title, a lease, or an easement for
the nelghbors to come in and use it. Ie there any
trouble getting that in Kansas?

GOVERNCR LANDON: I think that hes worked very
well, haen't 1%, Dean Umberger?

DEAN UMBERGER: That has worked very satlsfactori

GOVERNCOR LANDON: Dean Umberger 1a head of the
Extension Department.

EEAN UMBERGER: As to ponds as well as wells.
Ponds and wells have helped very materlally in thie
drought.

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: It helps if they can get
those easements or title, There are some cases where
they are terracing where they probably won't get title.

DEAN UMBERGER: I think there has been no diffiou
getting easements that meet all the requiremente that

thelr agencles have imposed.
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GOVERNOR LANDON: In she other CCC projects we
have got title,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Could you get a 1llst of
that type of project, water coneervatlion, which ig
eufficient to put a lot of pecple to work for many Years
to come?

GOVERNCR LANDON: I don't have the individual
projects. Of course you have the general recommendatlon
of general poliey along that line.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: The englneering of the
thing wouldn't hold the thing up very leng?

DEAN UMBERGER: I don't handle that.

GOVERNCR LANDON: We have our State Water
Englneer here, Mr. President, Mr. Enapp, and I will ask
bim if the englneering would hold it up very long?

MR. ENAFP: I think not, Mr. President. The
counties and the relier agencies, in general, have
prepared the plans and submitted them to the State
Devartment of Water Resources, which department checks
those for sound engineering deeign and lnepects the
conetruction in order to make permanent structures of
them, and this state department ig in shape to check
plane and inspect almost any volume of work that could
be put under way.

FPRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: We saw up in North
Cakota and SBouth Dakota quite a number of these small
pond dams, Juet a clay core, bottle cere, and belng
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bullt by the farmers on relief within a radius of ten
or fifteen miles.

MR. KNAPF: There has been a great deal of
that done in our state, and 1t has been very very bene-
fioial.

GOVERNOR LANDON: We worked that out in a
conference with Mr., Hopkine in 1934. We have a copy of
that report from that conference of 1934. I w¥ould be
glad to leave 1t with you. Mr. Hopkine sent three men
into the state, Mr. Stone and Mr. Black, and I have
forgotten the third man's name; we worked that out in
a conference with them, and bullt some 2,000 ponds under
that 1934 program.

MR. KNAPF: Some 2,000, where the dam is more
than ten feet high or stores more than fifteen acre-=feet
of water, and ebout 1500 additional smaller ones.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I think that ie a record.
I don't think any etate hae done ae much ag that.

MR, ENAFF: If I may add & word there, Mr.
Fresldent. During the preasent drought of this year the
worth of those ponde has been amply demonstrated. As I
drive over the state I see farmers haullng water from
thoee reservolrs as well as stock being watered from
them. In regions where the drought of 1934 went
entirely outeide of the water supply those water supplies
have proven amrle to carry those communities entirely
through this drought,
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PRIEIBE?T ROOBEVELT: Do you think those ponds
have had anything to do with bolding up the water table?

MR. KNAFP! Immediately below, perhaps.
However, ponde that have been constructed only a few years,
I would say that the water table probably has not been
affected more than a quarter of a mile below them in
the ravines, but 1t has been poasible to dig many good
welle in the ravines and loose valley £111 immediately
below those ponds and get a high quality of water.

GOVERNOR LANDON: You were telling me the same
thing, Dean Umberger, as being your experience,

DEAN UNBERGER: My experience substentiates that,

ME. GRIFFITH: Mr. President, it might be of
interest to you to know that in the atate we have about
300 county plans going under conetruction, that are
large ponde, about 6-1,2 more alze average, an average
depth of about 6 feet. Ain example of one district,
about slxteen counties, we will have requests for
approximately 330, and have only promieged about 200.

PRESIDENT RODSEVELT: Are the people themselves
80 keen about 1t?1

MR. GRIFFITH: Yes, Bir.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Then there is one other
type of water use, I don't know much about what its
poseibilities are in Kansae, and that ie the irrigation

of the river bottoms.
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: I;. ENAFP: That _u very heavy storage, very
large reservoirs to mocumulate water and release it in
dry yeare, No extensive projects of that kind could be
developed in our state,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: What about the Kaw
River, didn't I have that before me st one time?

MR, ENAPP; The Eaw River ia a very large
Btream., About 80,000 square miles, The water supply,
that is, the principal waters of the stream come into
the stream east of the arid portion of the etate.
The headwaters out near the west line contain too emall
water supplies, so that this matter that was before
you one time dealt with storage almost at the east
end of the state for flood control. Without considersble
storage in the weet end of the state, that is, large
conservation reservolre and equalized atream flow, no
extensive irrigation could be developed. We do have
eome small amount of irrigation either by pumping from
the stream or pumping from wells, The diffioulty in
pumping from the estream ie that during a drought like
this our streams practically cease to flow,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That is & thing we will
probably not get into for another five or tem ¥oars.

GOVERNOR LANDON: This program helped --
to & fraotlon of one per cent. In this report to Mr,
Hopkine, we point out, the farm pond cheocks the run-off,

FRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: I am tremendously keen

about that.
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GOVERNOR LANDON: Flood waters of the lower
Missleeippi.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: I think in the long rum
thie 18 going to have an effect on the water table.

GOVERNOR LANDON: No doubt about that,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: On our projeot I think
we ought to go ahead with theee ponde and water resourse
developmente all we can,

COVERNOR LANDON: I don't know of anything
that would be better for the state and more impressed
with national interest.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That brings up the other
faotor, which is soil erosion. There has been some
done on it, not an awful lot, Of course, as you know,
I am very enthusiastic about tree planting. There are
lots of these higher lande that we oan get treee on,

It will take a long time, .

GOVERNOR LANDON: In this farm pond plan, I
will have to refer to Mr. Enapp to knmow how it is
followad out. It was the idea that trees be planted
around these farm ponds. Was that carried out?

MR, ENAPP;: I think something has been done,
Not ap much as might be done,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: Then on the eroalon
itself, I think, of course, you have got soma erosion
problem in Eansas, Nyt a8 much as in scme states,

GOVERNOR LANDON: We have quite an erosion
problem, I would like %o have Dean Cell speak on that.
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DEAN OALL: In the northeastern part of the
gtates wea have o ¥ery serious problem, In other
Beotlens it ie also serious. oOf course, as gompared with
more rolling states you wouldn't Bay our problem is
Berlous, but we have localities in Kansas where it 1s
an exceedingly serious problem,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: What are we doing on that
at the present time?

DEAN CALL: We are working, of course, with
the soll conservation service,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: How many (000 camps are
working on eroeion?

MR, FECHNER: Nearly all on these big dams,
¥r, President,

DEAN CALL: We have several camps on erosiom,

I should judge et the present time probably six or
elght, not more than that, probably eix or eight,

FRIEIDE!% ROOBEVELT: What are they doing?

DEAN CALL: Doing various types of work, We
pave not proceeded as rapidly in Kansas with the con-
struction of terraces ms they have in mome Beotions,

We feel the need of feeling our way somewhat in the use
of terraces,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Ie there much interest in
them?

DEAN CALL: There is great interest in them,
Mr. President, yes, Oreat interest in them, They have
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done some work of that character, doing excellent work
in cleaning up pastures of undergrowth so thet the

gTess cen come in. That will help control ercsionm.

In the western part of the state they have been clean-
ing cactus out of pastures. That has been helpful in
improving the grass cover and in that way reduces
ercsion, The program is golng forward very satisfactori-
1y, I ehould say, in our state, and coneiderable relief
labor ie being used; not only CCO camp labor but other
relief labor, on these projects,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: They have done a good

" deal more in the Southeastern states on terracing than
wa have in the North and ¥iddle West.

GOVERNCR LANDON: As the Dean says, our
agricultural college pecple wanted to go a 1little alow
on the terracing, for technlcal reasons, until it is
developed a little more, from experience, what to expect
from it.

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: In the Sguth they are
uelng two methode. One in the purchase of the terrmoing
machine through cooperatives, and the other, the purchase
of the machine through the county commiseloners, and
then renting 1t out at so much an more or so much &
day, depending on the county or the land.

DEAN OALL: Mr, Preeident, we fesl that most
of our terrace work should be done with the equipment
that the farmer has on the farm or oan secure from the
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Tomnehip trustees or the county commissioners, We °
believe we should make our terraces somewhat smaller
than they have done in the South, And that is one
Teason why we want to feel our way. Another reason ia,
there are certain insect problems that may develop,
You take the terrace line running through a field,
uncultivated, furnishes a place for grasshoppere to
deposlt egge. We do not kmow but what we will have
more insect trouble where those terraces oroes our
fields than we would have with them not present, There
are & number of things we feel we want to know about
thoee possibilities,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Have you done anything
with -- what is the name of the machine —- dam lister?

DEAN CALL: We developed the damming lister
at the agricultural college experimental station, I
think probably one of the firet listers that hane been
developed,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I never heard of the
thing until I came out on this trip, Very much
interested.

DEAN OALL: We are enthusiastic about its
use,

GOVERNOR LANDON: The experimental station im
part of the agricultural college.

DEAN OALL: We feel that it hes a place in

moleture conaervation in our etate.
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PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: It is a very inserest-
ing thing. It eets a lot of little dame about that
long. >

Beed loans, what about that? Are you all
right for winter wheat?

GOVERNOR LANDON: Dean Umberger, you know
more about that.

DEAN UMBERGER: I wonder if Mr, Mullendore
couldn't answesr that better than T can, T have only
incidental information, Mr. President, sbout that, in
our extension eervice, I don't have definite
information. I wonder if Mr, Mullendore or Mr.
Harrell ---

ME, MULLENDCRE: Mr. President, I felt as
though the state department was taking care of those
loane regularly. It takes about three days eervice
for them to close a loan, I understand they are
handling them. Of course thie drought has held it
up because there isn't enough moisture for them to
put out any money for seed wheat until they have the
moisture, They are expecting an overflow perhaps of
applications at that time, if we should get the
moisture. I think they are taking care of it in very
good shape,

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: Are you golng to have
enough sesd corn for spring planting?

A OONFEREE: WNo, Bir.
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FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: You will have to borrow
soma from Iowa,

DEAN UMBERGER: Just whers we are going to
get 1%, I don't know, unless Dean Call can answer the
guestion,

DEAN QALL: I would 1like to make a very briesf
report. Professor Throckmorton, the Etimologist of
the college at Manhattan, has recently made a tour
over the state to look into that question, He told me
last evening that he had found much more sesd corn
in northeastern Kaneas than he anticipated. There is
seed corn in the southeastern part of the atate, There
are isolated patcheer of corn that will be suitable
for seed through the eastern third of the state, in
protected plages, in river wvalleys, We feel that if
all of the corn that is now avallable can be conserved
£or seed tnat we would have enough to meet our needs,
The question 18 —---

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: If they don't sell it
for §1.15 a bushel.

DEAN CALL: --- the question 18, oan it be
coneerved,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: Our people say they have
already made 2,000 loans, and anticipate there will
be need for 3,000 more, 9,000 in the spring. Just a
rough survey.

DEAN CALL: Could I supplement what T said
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about seed corn, We are going to be urgently defiolent
in eeed varitiee sultable for the weetern part of the
state. Thie territory ie not a large corn growing
territory, but the total acreage totals pretty high, and
there 1s golng to be an acute shortage of wvarities for
that territory.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Where could it be
gotten from?

DEAN CALL: 014 stock is about the only source
of supply. We can go north for corn, but they don't
have it this year. It muet be sarly maturing varities,
There ie going to be an moute shortage of corn in that
territory. Fortunately in that territory they can
subatitute sorghume for corn. It appears at this time
there 18 golng to be a eatisfactory supply of sorghum
seed from the Panhandle of Texas, and seed of that
varlety is satiefactory 'for the Btate of Kansas.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: The next subject T have
on my list is the gueetion of land surveys. My
general thought on the thing 1s, and I think we all have
toe same feeling, that it would help us if we really
had & fairly good survey of every farm all through the
drought states, first of all, and then eventually all
through the United States, 8o we would know the character
of the land, what it should grow, before we proceed to
make loans or bulld dame or do anything elses, Of
gourse it will take a long while to do that.
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GOVERNOR LANDON: No question, Wr, President,

tut what that is necessary for the development of m
sound national land use policy., In Kansas we are making
a survey through the state college,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: How far has that gone,

GOVERNOR LAFDON: I would eay only just a
atep,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: It takes a long time,
I started when I was up in Albany, I started that in
1530, and they have gone shead with it. Tpey have
only done five counties out of fifty-seven.

MH, ENAPP: Thie work has mll been done with
the cooperation of the Department of Agriculture, We
have a detailed survey of about eighteen counties,

I have forgotten the exact number, about eighteen
counties, in the eastern part of the state. It 18 the
moet urgent ﬁund for fundsmental information at thie
time., They all think we should proceed much more
rapidly than we are proceeding with our soil survey,
and that, of course, should bte associated with the
other surveye,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: What ie the federal
law on that? Do we put out fifty-fifty with the states?
Do you know, Henry?

SECRETARYT WALLACE: We put up most of the
money on that, Mr. Preeident, We do it in cooperation
with the United States Experimental Station. We put
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up most of the money.

I DEAN CALL: It has been purely on a fifty-
f1fty basis in the Btate of Eansas, We have supplied
one man beeide a man from the Department, We have
supflied half of the expense. It is true the Department
has borne a little more than half of the expense in
that they have usually supplied an experienced man
and we have supplied an inexperienced man, 8o in that
way they have borne a little more than the state has
on thet work,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How leng do you suppose
1t would take?

SECRETARY WALLACE: Mr, President, this
should te clear, however, This is not the kind of
thing you did in New York., You did a VETY much more
complete job in thoee six New York counties than we
do with the soll survey,

' PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: There we took the
population problem into account too,

SECRETARY WALLACE: That is what I meant,

Mr, President, when I said we should have more infor-
mation than secured just from a moil Burvey, I am &
member of a committee or the Landgrant College Association,
That committee has prepared a report urging con-

tinuation and increased support for the soil survey and
has outlined a program that can complete a detalled soil
survey for the United States in the next ten Yeare, and
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we feel it should be done, if poseible, in that pericd
of time,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Of course that thing
would cost a good deal of money. Hpw much do you figure
it would coet to complete, in Kanses, for inetance?

DEAN CALL: It will cost about $5,000.00 a
county, and we have probably eighty counties in the
eastern part of the etate to do.

PREEIDENT ROQCBEVELT: What's toat?

DEAN CALL: Now, that ie only the soll survey,

FREEIDENT ROOCSEVELT: I mean to do & gom—
plete job,

DEAN CALL: Probably we would need from ten
to fifteen thousand dollare & county. Cost about three
times as much, Mr. President, —--

FRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: How much would that be
for the state? My mathematice are not good. I
suppose $10,000 a county.

DEAN CALL: We don't need a detailed survey
of the entire state of Kansasa,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: You don't?

DEAN CALL: We need a detailed survey of the
eastern half of Eansas, then we need detalled surveys
of certain eections of weetern Kaneas, and we need
this information about human factors and crop con-
ditions throughout the state, I would say §10,000.00,
Multiplied by 105, $1,500,000.00.
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GOVERNOH LANDON: Dy you need it for 1057

DEAN OALL: I tnink the $10,000.00 ie a
little low per county, and that 1s the remson T did it
that way,

PROFESZ0R TUGWELL: In twenty-five counties in
the western part of the state 1t will be done by -pfing
in cooperation with everybody.

A CONFEREE: They are not making a detailed
eoll eurvey over there in the sense I think of a
detalled soil survey, giving general soll types ——

PROFESS0R TUGWELL: They are golng as far
a8 taking payroll figures,

DEAN CALL: That is true. And they are
getting eroelon information, they are getting detailed
8oil information in that survey.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Thise 1s something for
the Cpmmittee on Agriculture in the Senate to take up.

0f course, at the present time we have the
poBaibility of making headway during the ocoming year,
because we have the projectes and we have the WPA labor.
It is merely & question of tying the two together Ihlin
we are working out the longer range programs, It seeme
to me on the long range programe we are in pretty good
agreement as to what we are after,

GOVERNOR LANDON: I think so.

FRESIDENT RUCBEVELT: I don'ts think, G,vernor,
I have anything elee down here.

We have gone over water, soil erceion,
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Terracing, submarginal land, Sybmarginal land, that
ties into the survey.

GOVERNOR LANDON: We ha;u ; very small part
or portion of that in Kansas,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: There is nothing else I
can think of,

GOVERNCR LANDON: The only thing I would like
To mention,-- I have a report, or suggestion, prepared
by the college, which I will be glad to leave with
Fou 1f you would like to have 1t, which covers these
questione,

We have a problem in Kansss on emergency
retes on feed. The reilroads have put it in for
individual ilnuu and will not put the joint rates in,

They turned ue down in two conferences, and we have

another conference in Chiecago in Ootober. Securing
the joint rate is cne of the best things we could do
in the immediate present.

| FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: And the ICC doesn't
egem to be willing to take action?

I GOVERNOR LANDON: BSeocond, emergency rate om

concentrates,
PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Very important,
GOVERNOR LANDON: TVery important, Molasses
! especially will be a big help to ue in feeding stock.
I¢ there is anything you can do to get us the joint
| rate and the emergency rate that ie already in
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exietence on the individual; and, second, the
emergency rate on concentrates, woich 1s mot in
existence on anything.

FRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Ie toat hearing the
one Esstman is holding?

FROFESSCR TUGWELL: He ie having one in
Montana.

GOVERNOR LANDON: Ko, the meeting on the
4th 18 & meeting of the Weetern Railroad Executives
in Chloago.

They have turned us down twice,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: The ground being they
are afraid of suits,

A CONFEREE: The only explanation I can
arrive at for thelr failure to put in the joint rate ie
it divides the profite too thin, They don't want to
divide tnem among themselves,

PREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: Henry, what was toat
you were Baying about the fear of being sued?

BECRETARY WALLACE: In the 1934 Drought Act
there wae a provielon that the raillroade would be
exempt from sults because of favoritiem in grenting
rates to particular regione, and in the case of the
regions that are a little bit on the border lime ,
now, toey hesitate to teke actlon, for fear they would
be subject to suite, It i a matter that caused us,

dfer since we firet began to work on this matter,
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caused us goneiderable embarrassment in extending
coneesalone in that territory that is not quite so
severely affected.

GOVERNCR LANDON: It does not apply, Mr.
President, to the joint rates. It ie a comeiderable
disadvantage to a farmer who locates his feed on one
line and lives on the other, maybe thirty =miles from
the land 1t originated on. We have incident after
incldent on different occasions, we submitted to them,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Why isn't that in the
jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Qommission?

GOVERKOR LANDON: I think it is.

FROFESS0R TUGWELL: They say they have no
Juriediction,

FRESIDENT RUUSEVELT: Way?

PROFESS0R TUGWELL: They say they have no

jurisdiction over emergency rates.

A COUNFEREE: It is intrastate, isen't that the

reason they have no juriedictiont

GOVERNOR LANDON: We want it both intrastate
and interstate. We are buying feed outeide of Fansas,
wa have to buy feed outelde of Kaneae. And the
third thing, Mr. President, I would like to emphasize,
is the importance of maintaining the agency just as
the Department of Agriculture set it up in 1934, and
which has been revieed, and I think is atill in

exletence, to gather clearing house information where
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feed oan be bought,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: That is a very important
thing.

“OVERNOR LANDON: And working through the
extension department of our agricultural occllege, I
think thet would be a very valuable help.

FRESIDENT RCOBEVELT: That'e fine, Thank you
very much, I will see you later.

GOVERNOR LANDON: Thank you, Mr, President,

I have enjoyed the conference very much.

-

{Conference closed. 4:30 P,M,)
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PRESIDENTIAL DROUTH CONFERENCE
for
OKLAHCMA,

held at tae State House, in Dee Moinee, Iows, Thursday
September 3, 1336, oommencing at 4335 P, U,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: We might as well go shead
in the usual method I have been ueing, snd firet < all
take up the immediate necesslties, the people who need
help at the present time, end that will npeed help between
no and winter time and through the winter. Of course,
your situation is pretty bad, we all recognize thet, md
it hae come g little later than some of the other crises
in different states. How many people have you got now on
WPA relief rolle doing work, and on regettlement grante?

A CONFEREE: Approximptely &2,000 on WPA spproximate
ly.

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: 18,000 on grante.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: About 95,000 all told--85,000.

A CONFEREE; And about 17,000 on drouth cases.

A CONFEREE: Now we heve 22,000~

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT; About how many of those——

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: 19,000 on grente at the
pregent time, Mr, President,

GUVERNUR WARLAND: I wish to sdd a poseible
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75,000 to 30,000 farmere that need help.

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: What do you estimate that
wWill increses during the winter, the farmer families?

GOVERNOR MARLAND: 100,000 farm.families in
Oklghoma without mesme to go on, now that is not
exceselve as to that-——

¥r, TRENT: I would say 80,000 to 100,000,

PRESIDENT RCOSBEVELT: From 85,000 to 86,000 to
add to that 100,0007

GOUVERNCH LARLAND: We estimated today that we
Would heve to take care of something like forty or
fifty thousand of theee people that haven't anything, they
are Juet burned ocut. We have had the longest and hotteet
epell we ever experienced, They have no feed for their
cattle or stook and nothing for their families. Thousande
of femilies in Oklghoms thet cannot go on more then g
reek or two, ¥

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: How many ferm families all
told in Oklahoma?

¥r. TRENT; 215,000,

PRESILENT HOUSEVELT: That would be around forty
par cent of the total,

GOVERNCOR LARLAND: I am not exaggerating, Mr,
Preeident, when I say these people are suffering and
abeclutely have nothing, they had no garden or fruis,
they haven't bmen able to put up snything,
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PRESIDENT ROOCBEVELT: ¥You have hpd nothing——you
bad & great deal of rain in May, helf normal inJune, a

-quarter of normal in July and about one tenth of normal

in Auguet.
Mr, TUGWELL: From our point of view thie is cur
biggest relief state.

FHESIDENT ROUBEVELT: Then on the percentage basis
the totel of farm families on relief is about E7 per cent,
which ie much higher than North Dakota.

FROFESSOR TUGWELL; Jyet gbout the sgme,

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Jyet gbout the same ae
North Deketg on the percentage basie?

FROFESECH TUGWNELL b =119

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT:; Now that brinse ue up to the
guesatlon of what are we going to do gbout it, we have—-

GOVERNCH MARLAND: I want to put them to work—

PR=SIDENT ROCBEVELT: Yes, the firet thing we want
%o do ie to put them to work, on the otherhand, during
the winter there will be some types of work thel ocamnnck
be proeecuted-—

GUVERWOR LARLAND: Some types of work, but the kind|
we nesd can be prosecuted all winter——the bullding of ponde
dame and terracing.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How much hae been done by
the etate and Federsl government suthorities to piok out
the gites, do the engineering work and bhave thinge resdy
to give theee people work in the immediate future?
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GOVERNOFE. WARLAND: There hae been a great desl
of work done by the agreultural college, resettlement
worke groupe, and then in addtion to that your A and
K college® has gradustedthousandsof young men from the
college and 50,000 young wen graduated from other
inetitutione traimd for this work, They know how to
do it, they know how to run thelr farm levels, know how
to build theee ponde, we have got a veritable army of
trained men to do the work we want done gnd they know how
to do 1it,

PRESIDENT ROUBEVELT: What hee teen done & out
the title and easmente for dame, ponde, reservoirs end
ete. 1

GOVERNCH MARLAND: I do not think there should
be any esmsemexnte or any title 4in the Federsl government
in thece ponde under eight or nine foot water levels. We
need 50,000~

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: We cannct properly do it
for the individual farmer unlees 1t is of benefit to the
comaunity ae a whole,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: Any time & farmer buildkng a
pond with nine feet of water he ig helping the whole
coamunity and helping the water table of the whole stabe,
In building ponds on théir farme in Oklghoma that need
ponde will ralee the water table over the entire state,
If we build a pond on every farm in the state that needs

a pond we will ralee the water table all over Oklahoma.
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FRESIDENT ROUBEVELT: We have been getting
sasemente in practically every other etate,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: We have many in Oklghoma,
but there are quite a few of the farmere that will refuse
to give egeemente for an elght or nine foot dam, they
do not want people to come in on their farma and uee 1t,
I think we will build so many there that the other
pecple wont need to uee them, those for the farmerfs own
use and it will benefit the water Yevel of the whole state,

PRESIDENT ROOCBEVELT:; What about that Harry and
Rex?

PROFESSCR TUGWELL: We hsven't done that any
place elese, Mr, Fresident, I would egy thie to begin
with, In the second place, I think from cur experience
that ie the only way. If it is approached properly it
can be done and the caeement can be gotten,

PHESIDENT ROCBEVELT: You mre up agalnet thie pr
lam, Govemor Marlend, if we onee stert to use Federal
funas to meet the need of the individusl farmer without
firet siding the community altogether we are golng to get
into an awful lot o trouble gll around the ocouniry, eand
you take the next etep it would mesn in the case of
trees that the Federsl government vouild go and put tae
trees on the individual farm without contribution by the
individual--it would mean in the caes of terracing, the
Federal Goverrment to come in andterrace the individual

farmer's land free of charge. It is an awfully dangercus

Tome—ss TR B WRIeHT, ERRTIAED InBEtHinD SEFSETES 417 COURS ROUSE. SR8 wOuNEE. rOWE T




precedent to etart.
GOVERNOR JAALANDE: If you build these ponds
you do not have to plant trees, you cannot keep trees
from growing around the ponde they will be there themeelves
in our country,

) A CONFEREE: ‘Where is that program different
from the s#ll conversation preggam under the individusel
plan where you g0 on the farmer'e land-

FROFESBOR TUGWELL: That ie covered by legie=
laticn,

BRESIDENT ROCSBEVELT:; The places of actualr
terracing we have done in all of theee etates, not only
in this sectlon of the country but down south too has
been done primarily on the baels of the example it fuminhaa{
to the locality. 1In other worde, it bhas been purely an
exparimentel demonétration in the pouth gnd eaet, and there
hes been no idesg thet we would go ghead and terrace
everybody'e land fiee., We have terraced a few fields per
county end then the Oo—operativees or the County (bmmiselonep
have gone aphead and bought the machinee and rented tham out
to the individual farmer, who would do perheps tep,fifteen
or twenty aoree a yeer of terracing and pay for 1%,

A CONFEREE: Theie ie a public interest ar
community interests The situgticon we sre confronted with
in Cklghomg in the congtruction of farm ponde and
stopping the actusl weehinge and etoppling the rein ae
near as possible where it falle, that ie sctually Just ae
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much a public interest ms flood control o any other thing
we do, HNow at present there is another thing we have got
there that would be a problem for you,

GOVERNCR MARLAND: The building of these pooda:
in Qklahoma we willeave you two dollars in flood damage
for every dollar you spend, buidling these ponde.

PA-SILENT RUOBEVELT: What about the larger
reser¥elre?

GOVERNOR MAHLAND: I think the lar.er reservoirs
should te built under your army engineers supervieion.

I think over anything over the eize of g nine foot dam
should e a comounity projeet. You gave the stete of
Oklahoms lest year and the year before to ald Cklahoma

t0 maintain relief, over $20,000.000,00 which we gave to
theee people to pay for food, and elothee, Give ue that
much money to buy foed for the etock and food for the
farmers and we will make them work for it. We will build yd
fifty thousand dame and fifty thouesnd ponde in Oklehona
that will be good for not only Oklghome but for the
states below ue on the water shed., I know ynu/.Lalieve in
8topping the water i® possible and theee farmers haven'
anything elee to do gnd wont have anything alde to do
for the next slx monthe, nothing they can do until next
epring, let ue put them to work doing what they know

how to do,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT; And you have plenty of
projecte ready to go ahead,

IL_J:': EETH I WRIZST. DERTIFIED SHONTEAND SEFQETER, 417 COUNT NOWSL Gil BOImEL oWl EE——




GOVERNOR LARLAND: We can put men to work in every
county in the etete under the county commiseioner and
under the supervieion of the reeettlement adminiastrator,
etate agent and Federal agent, and we can put an army to
work next week and they are going to need something to
eat next week. And if we don't do something like thie
we are going to have hunger etrikee and marches down there,

SENATOR GORE: How many projects and how many
farmers are you regdy to procesd with,

A CONFEREE; 1 believe about 1540,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How many built up to the
present time?

A CONFEREE: I heven't the informatlion st hand,

A CONFEREE; Apout 200 to 275 low weter ponds
andthose streame, and about a million and a hslf dollare
in large lakes, and a few dame.

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: You haven't done as much
on that ae a good many other statee?

GOVERNCR WARLAND: Mo we haven't,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: It ie time to begip it.

GOVERNCH LARLAND; We muet begln, The farmers
reslize now what they should have known for yeere and
they realize it now when they haven't the mesne %o do 1%,

FRESIDENT ROUBEVELT; How much progress ig
being mede to turnplowed land back into pasture?
GOVEHNOR LAHLAND: Well just plowing away, not

much progreee is oeing made, we have got to give thema
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chance %o get it baok to pasture,

FPROFESECR TUGWELL: - On the work program we
bhave arrangmeants in two states where grants are to be
worked out. We have not done it in any state whers they
wont aseume compensation liability for amccidents, eto,
We don't like the idea of oconfusing Congress with
thoueande of private bille for compensation for working
out these grants, but in any case whers the state or
the soupty commissioner will assume the necessary
lisbility and agree to labor regulations we have on
WPA-==

GOVERNOR MARLAND: These contracts to be mads
by the county commissicners, the county commissioners to
make the contract with the farmer to build the ponds
on hie farm, and it ie your business to check 1it,

FROFESS0R TUGWELL; We haven't done that on
private property with all the labor regulations—

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That ie & thing that
ought to be worked out,

[ GOVERNOR MARLAND: I think the county
commimeionsr would take it. We will take that liability.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Can you legally=—-—

GOVEHNCR MARLAND: We will say %o them
we will give them so much money to get the work done.
¥e contract with the farmers to do the work and it is |
their liability.

BENATOR GORE: If we would raise the pay from
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$15.00 to §22.00 per week——-
PRESIDENT ROCSEVELTY We are all sgreed that
we want to get awgy from the grant or dole as much as
we posslbly can,
BENATOR GOBEE: HRaiee them from §15.00 to
§21.00 and I suggeet that the different rate would bring
them within the terme of the statute right now f.nd in
two monthe pay them ue much as they get in three,
PRESIBENT ROOS8EVELT: How gbout the problem of
sesdloans, are you going to have any a;;ﬁ, wheat and
eged corn?
GOVERNCH MARLAND:  No, We will need seed,
PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: What loane have been
made on winter wheat already?
A CONFEREE: 275 loane 5na';;u in process
in oounties, =
FROFESSOR TUGWELL; Any seed loans? ar
A OOWFEHEE: Possibly 1200,
FROFESSOR TUGWELL: What do you estimate you
will need?
A CONFEREE; Precticelly 30,000 farmers in
the state need seed loans.
PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: DNor what?
PROFESSOR TUGWELL: For eeeding fsll wheat
lande and fall pasture. It ie the woret in yeers.
PRESIDENT ROC3EVELT: That is terrible,
GOVERNOR MARLAND: Ton't forget, Mr.
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Fresident, that Oklahoma hee been one of the beet gtates
you have had--while we aratglgird Btate in the middle
weet we are one of the beet etatee in the middle west
to contribute to the Federal Treasury, &

PROFESSCR TUGWELL: The trouble in Oklahoma hes
been quite a large populastion, It hse been o proppercus
it hes got & large population.

GOVERNCR MARLAND: And good oil fields,

A CONFEREE: On your seed loan I think I stated
the big eection of Oklghoma, Mr, President, affected
most sericusly by thie drouth, the esstemesction of
Cklahoma rafes principally corn and cotton, that ie
the claee of farming, now whether, we would like to
face it or not, we never paid much attention how much ie
grown ae feed crops. The cotton ie a cesh crop and in
the fall after he harveete hie corn hie farm sctivity
practically ceaees, that len't high class farming
normally, but that ie our situstion in eastern Oklghoma,
o & 1ot of thme fellowe will need seed loane all right.
1 do not know what they will do with them, their ground
len't prepared. They wouldn't need seed whest for
anything that wae petured, They wouldn't need--The seed
they need le Just mome roughege to carry thelr stock
through,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: It ie a epotted condition,
A CONFEREE; Your map shows s little epot,
doesn’t 1t in eaet centrgl Oklshoma that ie etill jeet as
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dark as 1t could be if it ie & black and white map. Where
you do get rein at all it ie ordinarily reined out.

A CONFEREE: Just a8 true se it can be if it is
a black and white map wherehthey had no reln at all, whiah
ordinarily hes rainfall, And then ordinarilly we have
lote of rain in that gection, And another thing for the
fall feed thoee farmers slwaye had stock feed usually
there, the cotton fields, turned the stoock in on the
cotton field pasture and they roughed it therein the cottop
fialdg. Thie fall we haven't even got the cotton
etalks,

FRESILENT RCUSEVELT: What sbout the cattle
situsticn, what percentage of cettle have been taken
out.

GOVERNOR WAFLAND: I don't think any one can
anewer that, They sare ehipping conetantly, there ls
nothing for them to get there now, They are getting them
out as muoh ge poesible,

A CONFERE; They haven't even got fodder for
milk stock,

PRESIDENT ROUSEVELT: They will need fodder
for foundation stook?

GOVERN(R MARLAND: Yes,

PRESIDENT FUCSBEVENT: And they haven't got 1it.

A CONFEHEE; They don't even have fodder formilk
etock, and for their family sitock.

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: It ie & question of hurryi
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and getting busy on thie right away,

GOUVERNOR IMHL&HD: And we can’t weit on it,

A CONFEREE: Mgy we sugpest that Colonel Key
and Mr, Gore celled on Governor Marland in July with a
proposed plan, I don't know whether it ever got to you or
not, Dr, Tugwell--I talked toc one of your meeletante in
Washington about it later, thet the soil erceicn conserve-
tion eervice would become the sponsor of a project thet
they hed at that time—if my memory serves me right,
eomething like 25 thousand or some sum of money not very
much lesc then §100,000,00,--but they would tecome
eponecr wnd they would uee thatmoney anéd employ a
technical pereonnel and dircct the operatisn of building
farm ponde. At thot time we talked something about
trench eiloe, conetruction of farm ponds, and let the
WPA furnieh the labor on those projecte on private ferms,
How could th;‘t- kind of g progrem be worked ocut without
eaeemente, or some sort of a program you could work on
where easements have not been moquired,

¥r, TUGWELL: Your program under the soil
conservation act we have giwe o definite arrangement set
up by Congress for the contribution which the farmer has
to make, There are certain demonstretion areas end they
are carefully limited mnd in all the othere it is done
through the co-operative sesociatione, There ie a very
definite rile about the entribution the Federel government
makes and that the individual mekes, That is written into
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the law and defines i1t in the public eervice, But with
these relief funde we feel very reluctant to legislate
that way,

A CONFEREE: We think that fite with the WPA.

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: That bringe up one other
queetion, that ie the general idea of carrying through
over a period of poseibly of one or two yeare & general
survey ferm by farm. Now how much has the state done in
making a land uee survey?

GOVERNCR MARLAND: Done quite g little in the
luet year.

PRESIDENT ROJBEVELT: 4s I underatand, that has
been practically done on a fifty fifty basis between the
Federal goverrmsnt and the state government?

GOVERNOH MARLAND; We worked with the
ggricultural sdministration.

PAESIDENT ROCEEVELT: Should -r'.ct that be
encouraged and actuslly become g mejor program st the
cpening of the next session of Congrees,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: It ie & part of the permanent
program to make thie farm survey now, and the other Mr,
Presldent, is not neceeeary, we have these men trazined——-

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: The only point ig thise,
therc are certain farms thet ought not to continue as I arms,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: Yea,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: How are we golng to avold
the mietake of putting out money on the farme that ought

ETH 5. WRERT, CENTINIE SEOATHARD AEFOATEN. 417 COUST HOUSE: DI HOSMER |0WS  Smmrm—

L]




16

not to continue ae a farm? That ie why I am asking about
the survey ae & part of a general survey program, should
they not go hend in hand,

A CONFEREE: There are two different thingse at
thie time, Mr, President,we might meet in conference on,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: Yes, but we do not want
to continue making a mistoke in thet important work,

GOVERKCR MARLAND: I think we have got the
necegpary date and know where it ie worth while, In wur
own agriculturel adminietration we have that in pretty
good shape,

A CONFEREE: Then would thet mean for the
immediate need? Under our eitustion here we feel we need
immediate relief. Would that meen if a farmer living on
& farm and probably the survey of the farm shows it should
be taken out of production, would thst mean that thatfarmern
becgues he lived on the farm which should be taken out
of production or uee under this progrem, would receive no
aseletance?

PACFESSOR TUGWELL:  No, he would get a grmt
all right, he wouldn't get & rehabilitation loan on such
a plaoa,

A CONFEREE: OCp mrrange for another farm?

GOVERNOR WARLAND: Would you meke & grant to
build & pond even though you knew he wee going to move offs

BROFESSCH TUSWELL: Mot to build & pond but g ive
him & grant to live on and keep hie fauily on,
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GOVERNOR MARLAND: You would let him build a
pond on there would you, sven though you knew he wae going
to abandon it?
PROFESS0R TUGWELL: That ie the kind of thing
that ought to dupnl;d on the survey.
GOVERNOR MARLAND: I think we have that survey,
FROFEBBOR TUGWELL: Even if a farm was going to0
be abandoned 4t could be ueed for stook purpos es,
SENATOR GORE®  Obviously out in that dust bowl
that sort of a Itl.':"!'l:l'ﬂulﬂ. show we have a lot of mores
in Oklshoma by reason of weather erosion would be taken
out of production, if you are going to put that side of
the yardetick on us down there st the present time,
FRESIDENT: ROOSBEVELT: We would take ocare of him
but we wouldn®t put a lot of permanent improvemsnts on
the farm, l
EENATOR u-bnm He hasn't time to campaigne—-
FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: How sbout the type of
reservior that is emaller than the big ones, larger than
the farm pond, in other words, the lake type, 100 to koo
acres, somewhere along that eize, are there many possible
projects on that?
GOVERNOR MARLAND: That ie something we want to
do,
PHESEDENT ROCBEVELT: Not immediataly,
GOVERNOR MARLAND: But we don't want to do that
now, thet is my thought about it,
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A QONFEREE{ But have you sonsidered irrigationt
To any extent?

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: I wae going %o come to
that, In talking with the people in the upper Miem uri
valley, there is a great deal of bottom land where probebly
by the establishment of a reservoir and pumping station
where you have got a conetant river flow, you cem put
a good many acres under eultimation, You have got some
of that in Cklshoma. Have you got any irrigation plam?

GOVERNOR MARLAND: We have plenty of plane but |
we haven't any work going on,

A CONFEREE: In Oklaboma they investigated
and surveyed about twenty-five years ago and sbot the tdme
they got the survey completed and resdy to build a flood
cams and washed the dam and the engine they had for p'IIp!.IIJ
water away and everything elee,

FRESIDENT RCOSEVELT: You =—In other words,
¥ou have got to have stream regulation firet before you
ean put in large irrigstion projecte, There is a very
important thing on that I have been worried about golng
through these different states, it depends somewhat on
the Federal law the same as on the state law, and ae a
general propoeltion on the establishment of an irrigation
distfiet. It ought to be undertaken not for the benefit
of the man who happens to own the land at the time, but
rather with the idea thatwe will provide comparatively
emall irrigated tracte which we can offer for sattlement
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%o people who are taken off the subemarginal land, and
give them eome place %o go. One thing that disturbedme
yesterday out in Nebraska®s projects is that under this
authority, whatever they call it that is building it,
the existing land owner in this district that is to be
irrigated will get the first whack at it snd there is
nothing to prevent the individual from accumulating 500,
1000 to 1500 asoree of irrigated land provided he has
enough capital to carry it, It dones®™ guarantee a sub-
divieion of that irrigated land into 50 or 60 acre tracts
where an individual can make g living, It seems to me
that if you go into a fairly good sized irrigation
project, I mean anything from s couple of thousand scres
or up we ought to really get the title o the land in the
first instance and then subdivide it for the use of the
people wno come off of the sub-marginal land or farms,

GOVERNCR MARLAND; I think the big land ocwner
in Oklshoma is something you don't need to fear, Wé have
exempted the homestead up to $1500.00 and we are going to
foree the large landholders to subdivide, There is no’
need to worry ebout the big landholder in Oklahoms after
the next legislature,

A CONFEREE; Will your ad valorem tax oredit
be on that in the higher acres?

GOVERNOR MARLAND: If a man hae & little farm
and has an exeaption of §1500,00, the value above the § 1500
will have to carry the tax burden for the county, you 8 ee,
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Af you only exempt §1500,00 on the homestead, Mr,
President your sgrioultural ageney proposed this some
Years ago, there is a typleal fars pond I would like i
[.1-1. 1% .

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Your soil taking it by and
large will hold watery

GOVERNOR MARLAND; Yes,

PRESIDENT ROCSBEVELT: I mean these ponds womt
seep out in a drouth or dry time or year?

A CONFEREE: A pretty high grade soil,
pmparvious,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: We have got an army of
college men who know those things ready to build these
ponds and are not going to bulld smsller ponds where
they are not going to hold water, Algo I want o call
your a%tention to thie further, I am not goinmg %o bother
you with a lot of detail-~ I call your attention © the
amount of Federal sid furnighed to Okkshoma and the
amount of Federal taxes paid by Oklahoma,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: pDon't bring thatup
because North Carolina will have a fit, The state of New

York ie alwaye howling because they pay three times as
many taxes per capita as any other state, And the resson
ie there is an awful lot of Oklahoma money in New York
that pay New York taxes, There you are,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: We do wanmt you to realize
that Oklshoma is sarrying its share of the Federal burden,
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A CONFEREE: I¢ there any chance to work out
a program on this easement then,

A CONFEREE; We are going o have to face this
sltuation and go ahead with 1%,

EENATOR GORE: When the Government puts in the
money %0 bulld & dam because of drouth or other exigencies
they ought %o have the right to haul the wateraway, I
Shink it ie on the question of privilege, and other
privileges remain with the farmer, I was wondering if
there ocould e some way to affeet and adjustment along
that linet

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: Bhooting and catohing fish,
It seeme to me that on 'th.l.:!:::'shna a mandate under the
law to do these things on the land in common use, Of
oourse, the government might in the long run build dame
on individual farme o land for the common good} naverthe-
less at the present time as the law reade the problem we
bave got in the other states I think we have got to stiok
pretty largely to the easement method, As & matter of
fact there seems %o be snough individual projects where
you oan get the eamsements to certainly go through the
winter,

SENATOR GORE: He ham a right to do that, Thie
bunting and fisbing business is on the side, that ocould
be out out,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT; In other words, if we can
eonfine the eamement to the primary purpose of the dam,
that is hauling water,
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BENATOR GORE; He has & right to that,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: You cam alwvaye give the
right of way for a speoifiec purpose,

A CONFEREE: I say the lamd owner often objecte
%o glving the right of way to ponds,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: Mr" President, what arewe
going to tell the 100,000 hingry farmers inOklahoma
tomorrow when we go home?

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT; You are going o tell them
that the federal agencies are getting buey on it just as
fast ae the Lord will let them. You can tell them that ,

You can agcoamplish something in one week, but you canmt
aceocmplish the imposeible,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: That is poor consolatiom
for a hungry farmer,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT; What more ean you sy to
the hungry farmer, Governor, the machinery will be put in
gear Juet as faet as the Lord will let you,

SENATOR GORE; I would like to raies this questid
There are 80 many eeparate agsnoies, A fellow comes
wandering into town and will not know whers to go, If
there ¥as some way to setablish a mort of clearing house
among these agencies, some place where everybody eould go,
and let that central board tell him where to g0, where he
ought to go, that would iron out an awful kot of
discontent,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT; It meems %o be working
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protty well in most states. I am a little surprised,

PROFESS0R TUGWELL: 1In thoee etates where
resettlemsnt has taken primary responsibility for all
farm families and we have certified %o WPA, there has not
been the slightest diffieulty.

A CONFEREE; Yhat do you consider was the
diffieulty hares?

PROFEBSOR TUGWELL: I think one difficulty is in
the pertification method between the state agenmay,
resettlement, and WPA.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Ir we eould put in the s ame |
machinery in Oklshoma we have in the other states, We
have had absolutely no compleint the last few montha,

PROFESBSCOR TUGWELL: That is, the farm Job is our
job, We have responsibility for all poor farm families,
and then we turn over all we can to WPA to go on work,

the rest we keep,
A CONFEREE: This whole matter of administraticn

I think could be improved in Oklghoma,

PROFES-OH TUGWELL: We had that problem in the
Dakotas, We settled that by bhaving the county
commissionsrs doing the work of their certification, md
we had no trouble at all,.

I think this confusion in Oklahoma comes becauise
the farmer don't know where to go. In thoee satates whare
we have ressttlemsnt offices they tell him whether he i
eligible, If they think he ought, he goes on WFA, and
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WPA takes these sertificates and pute them to work, Thers
is no sonfusion whers you put this system to work,

A CONFEREE: Do we have different certification
systemsl

PROFEBEOR TUGWELL: WMo, I think we cught to have
a state meeting,

PEEBIDENT ROOBEVELT: I suggest this as a
practical solution of the matteri That you heve a stake
meoting Just as quick as the Lord will let jpu, and d.uo-T
doing this thing on the same basie ae all the other
states, It clicks everywhere slse, Work out she project
the Govemor is talking about. And tell everybody togo
ahead,

Juet what ie being done on these projects to put
them to work?

I think if you have s mesting of that kind in
Oklahoma City it would e a fine thing, And get down to
words of one “ilbl'.

GOVERNOR MARLAND: Do you see any chanoce %o
get the relief to the drought stricken farmers right
avay?

A CONFEREE: We have the same plan as Bismark
and solved 1t in that way,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: If Mr Hunter and Mr, Dean
can get down %0 Oklghoma soon to work out the Bama
system we have in the Dakotas, I am sure thers would e
no more trouble, The difficulty is certifieation by the
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state welfare board, They ocught to be oconfined,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT:! Mr, Tugwell, the Govemor
saye he wants that new system started to work,

I suppose you could begin pretty soon to get
the thing going?

PROFESSOR TUGWELL:; Of course, there is a
question of quotae, I think that probably the load haa
been buillt up faster than we are prepared for it,

A CONFEREE: We were working 95,000 people m
WFA aslone in January, reduced that to 50,000,

FRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: We are going as fast as the
Lord will let us,

GOVERNOR MARLAND: I am taking oare of 200,000
individuale, We are taking care of nearly 300,000,

FRESIDENT ROCOBEVELT! The population 1is too
big.

A CONFEREE: If we are to have this meeting
a8 you suggest, for the state ilmmediately, that would be
a meeting of agencies, I presume, both state and
representatives of the Federal Government, would you
Mre Tugwell, have a representative or two at that meet ing
who could epeak with authority, and probably Mr" Hopd ne
also?

GOVERNCOR MARLAND! After your recommended
machinery ie inetalled when can we get golng?

PRESBIDDNT ROOBEVELT: Ryght sway. We have got
the money. It 18 a question of getting them on the road
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and getting them to work, It is the mechaniocs down the
line,

4 CONFEREE: The question of quotas will hare
to come in, '

FRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: No question about it

A CONFEREE: Will there be & man, as the
repreeentative of the Federal Government, who can spesk
with authority on the quotas?

RROFEBSOR TUGWNELL: Mr, Hopkins or ayself,

A CONFEREE: You are hard to get sometimes.

Mr, TUFFELL: We know how much money we have
g0t for all over the country,

4 BONFEREE: I would eay this, Mr. President,
and Dr, Tugwell, the eertification has been more rapid
tham there hae been funde on the part of the WPA or
rekettlement to take care of,

A CONFEREE: And the prgoram of small fam ,.
ponds, if we can work it out,

FROFESBSCR TUGNELL: Yes,

A CONFEREE: You are hard to get,

PROFESSOR TUGWELL: The facts are that the
certification has been more rppid than there has been funds
on the part of WPA to take care of,

A CONFEREE! We—wthe gquotms we have two
thoueand plante and two thousand in process of smploymsnt,
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FROFESSOR TUGWELL: That can be taken care of.

A CONFEREE: That program of emall farm ponds if
it oan be worksd out,

PROFESS0R TUGWELL: Yes,

Conference ends at 5:20 P, M,

i
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neld at the State House, in Des Moines, JIowa, Thursday,
Beptember 3, 1938, commencing at 5:20 P, M,

PRESIDENT RCOSEVELT: 4s I told the Ggvernor,
the firet thing that we have got to conelder ie the
immediate relief needs and the fall and winter relief
needs, How many people have you got on WPA and
resettlement granta?

GOVERNOR COCERAN: On WPA we have 7845,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Farm famllies?

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Yes, Sir, On grante
7800, Dg you want crop loanse?

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: About 15,000 people
now on WPA and grants,

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Yes; mnearly 12,000.

FREBIDENT ROOBEVELT: Woaet is the estimate on
the number that will be added this fall and will have
to be carried through the winter?

WOVERNOR OOCHHAN: We estimate 20,000 WPA.

PHESIDENT ROOBEVELT: 4ll told.
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GOVERNOR OOQHRAN: At the peak.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Not new cases,

GOVERNOR OOQCHRAN: No, 84T, Another
approximately 12,000 additional for the peak,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: How many additional
grante?

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: A peak of 18,000.

PRESIDENT ROUSEVELT: OQuteide of WPA., In
other words, a total of 40,000.

GOVERNOR QOCHRAN: Check me on that,

A CONFEREE: Oonsiderable overlapping,
¥r. President, They will obtsin some grante,

FRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: And some WPA and grants,

FOVERNOR QOCHRAN: It 1s pretty hard to say
whet the total would be, Mr. President.

FROFESSCR TUGNELL: Our estimate rune between
twenty-elgnt and thirty thousand, somewhere around there,
boto agencies.

FRESIDERT ROOSEVELT: Ae I eaild in other cases,
we want, insofar as possible, to keep these people on
work, on wages, but, of course, there will be scme
projects in certain perts of the state where you have
heavy snow where work cannot be done in the winter on
certain types of projects, mnd it may be necessary to
trenafer a certaln proportion of farm familiee to
grants, and we want to make that just as emall & pro-
portion me we poselbly can, After sll that is a dole,
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and I think we are all perfectly agreed we are not
favorable to the dole.
GOVERNOR COOHRAN: Yee, we want more work.

[ PRESIDENT ROOCBEVELT: Ngw, on the projects
themselves, what projects do you think are the moet
important for us to pursue.

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Water conservation projects
wherever feasible.

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Ponde and reservolrs.

GOVEREOR COOHRAN: There will be many
localities where they will not be feasible dus to
topographical conditioms,

FREBIDENT ROOBEVELT: How about the matter of
easemente on these ponds. We have been having an
gwful time with Oklahoma, Tpey do not llike to give

easemente on these farm ponde, Every other state is

:nanuaing to get easements,

GOVERNOR COOOHRAN: Oguld I ask Mr. Morrell to
anewer that?

MR, MORRELL: I would say right at the present
time we have enough applications from farmers who have
agraed to glve easements, to ocarry about fifty or eixty
per cent of our farm load, and I think that probably
will take care of the locatione in the state where 1t
is feasible to go into water conservatiom work. Of
couree we will have some additional applicatione. I
don't anticipate any very great difficulty in obtalning




them.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That ie very good: wvery
satisfactory. And the other type of water coneervation,
not including soil erosion, -— we will come to that
after a while,-- first we have the small pond that
can be bullt by putting the farmere in the wioinity to
work, and then the larger reservoirs, Have you got
mich of & program on thoee, that is, where the dams are
more than ten feet high?

GOVERNCHR COCHRAN: No, sir; other than our
PWA projeocts,

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Are there any locations
whare you could use WPA workers to bulld feir sized
lakes from ten acres up?

MR, MORRELL: There are some places in the
southwestern part of the state where we can't put men
in the camps because they are not in relief centers.

FREBIDENT ROOSEVELT: FHow about the irrigation
end of 1t, in the rivers? You have three big projects
and others of smaller sige,

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: We really have five now,
M¥r, Preeident,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: Are there any emaller
irrigation projects that can be started?

GOVERKOR COCHRAN: There ie one up in Loup
County, you are familiar with that, poseibly,

MR, MORRELL: Yee, and there are some emaller
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ones out in Morrill CQ unty.

GOVERNOR CQOCHRAN: There are some, yes, sir,
They would have to be rather emall projects in my
opinion, on account of the labor restrioctions. They
den't happen to ba near centers of population, where
the population 18 not the most dense. The moet dense
pert of the state is the eastern part. I would eay
yes, to eome extent.

PRESIDENT ROOSBEVELT: Then on the soil
erosion: HNow much work have we been doing on terrecing?

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: OOC cmmpe. Quite con-
e8lderable,

¥R, MORRELL: And there are two or three
centers where the emergency conservation work has been
operating., In Valley COunty and up in Boone QJgunty.
I don't know whether they had another county where they
had been operating or not. .

GOVERNOE COCHEAN: We are etopped in Boone
County now,

A OONFEREE: Dgugles Cgunty.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Oan we add to the present
000 campe in Nebraska? r

A CONFEHEE: On the same basia,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: In other words, fill the
campe up to 200 men.

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Yes, fill them up.

FRAEBIDENRT ROOSEVELT: How many camps in
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Nebraska?

MR, FECENER: Twenty-four camps in the atate
now,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: What about those camps
through the winter?

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Very desirable,

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: That would mean 1500
more boye, and that would help your relief load; and
it is well to remember that the boys taken to a con-
servation camp and paid $30,00 a month, mend $25.00
home, and that $25,00 should not be in addition to what
the family gets from regular WPA work., It has got to
be counted in, otherwise it would not be a fair thing
for the other families,

On this soll erceion, are the local people

taking an interest in the demonstration work we have

dona?
GOVERNOR COCUHRAN: Yes, slr,
PREBIDENT ROOBEVELT: They like the idea?
GOVERNCR COCHRAN: It ie popular, don't you
think?

A CQONFEREE: Very popular, I might add one
other thing, The one that was formerly located in
Boone Qpunty 18 very badly needed in Webster County,
the place you have the extreme drought shown on your
mep, We had a very bad water and soll condition down
thers, and it is greatly needed in that area, -5t




That area for the past seven years has been the dryest
gepot in Nebraska.

FREBIDENT ROOBEVELT: The past seven yeara?

A CONFEREE: Yee, sir,. :

A OCORFEREE: There are a few farme where there
hae been soll erosion, scll conservation service, and
three thoueand have followed the good example on their
own initiative, and in Boone Opunty where the Govermor
told you the project had been etopped, the soill erosicn
gervice there has saved that county alone several
thousand dollars in teaching the county board how to
build gullies along the roads without the necessity of
building expeneive bridgee, That work they have done
in Boone Opunty 18 one of the finest examples we have
had there, And there are three thousand farmers who
are just following the good examples.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Are there any cooperative

asgoclatione or county boarde that have bought these
terracing machines?
A QONFEREE: Tpere ien't up in Boone Opunty.
GOVERNCOR COCHRAN: Not to my knowledge.
FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: That has been done wvery

extensively through the Sguth. And then the cooperatives

or the county commisslioners rent those machines out at
gec much a day or so much an acre, for terracing, and
it has been a perfectly grand thing down there, and the

people have taken to 1%, A man might do 15 to 20 acres
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in one day's work. There has been fine cooperation,
Thie, of course, is down in the Southern cotton states,
There 1s no reascn why it should not be taken on, and
it would be wvery beneficial, up here,

A CONFEREE: Advertised sometimes and made 1t
popular in town, You can draw a crowd., In Omaha, for
instance, 1f you announce you are golng to have a
pleture and a talk on soll ercsien, 1t would fill the
hall, We have had several talks there in a very large
hotel hall, and 1t has been practically jammed with
people. It was moet facinating, The dust storms brought
it to the attention of the people in the town. It is
growing every day and ie in the interest of the state.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Then there was one other
subject we mentioned this morming, which is the gquestion
of cooperation between the federal government and etate
government for puehing the survey of practically every
farm in the state. Tpat will help in the future
tremendously. I¢ willl teach us where to make losns and
where not to make loans. I think it is an important
factor., OFf coures we can't accomplish it over night,

It should come in the listing of land for future use,
and i1t helps also in the motual projecte which we under-

| take thie year or next year for water storage. There 1s
| no use etoring water where the population is not golng

to etay.
Have you anything else, Governor? I dom't
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know of anything elee here on my liet, Water etorage.

GOVERNOR COOHRAN: I don't think of anything 7
aloe,

PRESIDENT ROCBEVELT: Dg you think of any thing
Mr, Morrall?

MR, MORRELL: I wish to emphasize one point
that the President has brought out, which we emphasized
in our Nebrasks State Planning Bpard, which was pre-
sented to your drought committee. Thie matter of having
vital information, long time planning upon your use of
land, as being one of the things we would like to ses
emphasized. In faot we would like to use a lot of the
white-collared help which we refer to ae such, in the
continuation of the land plan and the land use, which
we feel is the foundation for a long time land program,

PREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: It ie reasonably certain
that the next congress will g.‘.;a some kind of approprimt-
lon to carry that on in the drought area states in
cooperation with the etate authorities. Of courss, we
haven't got the money at the present time to prosecute
it very fast. Mr. Tugwell's organization has done a
cartein amount of 1it.

FROFESES0H TUGWELL: Ae we have land use
planning organipatione in each etate, of course we
are golng ahead with 1t as rapldly as we can under
all the giroumetancea,

A OORFEREE: There has been a suggestion made

e
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which I think is wvery important. It hae been made

in Nebraeka in soll erosion work, big cometruection and
the abeence of 1t, and 1t was suggested at a meeting
not long ago, that if some provielen could be mads
with universities and collegee for definite technical
instructere on that line, with the express purpose of
bhelping soll erosion work, work of that nature, it
would be very helpful, and it is wery much needed,
because they are short of thoee techniocal instructors.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: You muet have a great
many graduatee in the colleges who could be easily
trained.

A OONFEREE: Tpey train very quickly, anyone
who worke on it, Foremen of the 000 boye, train very
eneily.

FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: They could learn to
ruﬁ levels in almoet & week. ;

A CONFEREE; If you could induce your
universities, with some encouragement, to glve specilal
training in that instruction, you would be preparing
for one of the moet important worke of the future, and
emphasizing 1t to the public. Talk about the children
being faced with the future; we are doing that now
ENFWAY «

PRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: I would eay if there ls
any one of the professicns in which there i a great

dearth, it is farm engineering and forestry; & real
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dearth of trained personnel.

How about the forestry end of it? What are
we dolng in the etate? I know we are not doing emough,

GOVERNCR COCHRAN: We have lost thousands of
trees thie year. We have one active forester in Febraska,
out in the sand hills,

PRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Have you any state
nurseriea?

GOVERNCR OOCHRAN: No, eir,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: They don't cost much.

I recommend state nurserlies very highly. After you get
them started they pay for themselves,

GOVERNOR COCHRAK: We are doing a great deal
of planning incident to road construction use,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Yes. And using trees
aB enow fenoces.

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: TYes.

FREEIDENT ROCSEVELT: I think that ie a very
important thing in a lot of thie snow territory. Instead
of a snow fence a line of trees will do exactly the smme
toing 1f they will grow.

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: I think it ie in prairie
country where you can get the right-of-way,

FREBIDENT ROOBEVELT: Yes.

A ODONFEREE: I would like to esay a word in
regard to the farm foreeter. We are very much interested

in the forestry policy situation, We are doing a great
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deal of work in Clay and Merrigk, and we would like to
8ee that extended over the emtire state, We are
adding to our personmnel of foresters at this partioular
time, and we would like very well to expand 1t, As the
Governor has already mentioned, we are loeing probably
ten times as many treee as we lost in 1834, and they
are going rapidly. I don't believe we are able to
count them all yet because they are still golng., And
that, along with the conservation of water, is the one
thing we would like to push particularly. We like the
cocperation system of it. We have been asking our
farmers to pay a emall price for the trees, feeling
that if they pay a emsll price for them they are co-
operating, and we find 1t worke very much better than
glving the treee outright. We would like to ses a
unified program of forestry if it could poeeibly be
done, ®o we might reach the farmers in all the state.
In other words, we would like to get them in that
reglon you vieited the other day. It ie poseible to
grow trees in those drier areas of the state with the
right kind of growing conditions.

A CONFEREE: We have a white-collared project
for forestry research, wnich, at least in my own
opinion, has increased the interest in tree planting in
Febraska. F,r inetance, we drew & model plan for
planting trees around school houses, When that was
given publicity we had a number of requests., I have
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that plan so far worked out, and it was going to be
presented to the next legieslature, whereby those trees
will be planted around rural schools and the children
brought up ineide of those wooded enclesures whers they
bave protection from the wind and that sort of thing,
on & long time scale,

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: It ie a fine thing from
an educational point of wview. After all, golng through
all thie country, I mean %o say, western Nebraska,
western Dakotes, eastern Uglorado, eastern Wyoming, I
don't get very much of a kick out of seeing a dogzen
trees around & farm house, or a dogen trees around a
echool house, It is fine, educational; but to get
any real results from trees you have to plant them
aleng sectlon linee, along highwaye or in clumpe, real
clumpe. I am inclined to think, from what I have
seen, that the section line windbreak and the highway
wind or enow break, is the most practical thing for
ue to go after,

A CONFEREE: It le bigger then a dogzen trees:
about 500 trees around each school house.

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Mr. Morrell, do you have
anything with reference to WPA?

MR, MORRELL: Nptbing im particular,

UOVERNOR COCHRAN: Mr. Woite?

MR, WHITE: Nothing, except that i1t is sure
our loed is golng to be wery much increased,
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FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: And that means efgentially
& conference between the federal agencies and state
agencles which will as quiockly as possible line up and
list all of the projects to carry through until next
summer,

GOVERNOR COCHRAN: Yes, sir,

FRESIDENT ROCSEVELT: Tpat is the real thing
we have to do,

GOVERNCOR COCHRAN: Yes, sir,

FREEIDENT ROOSEVELT: Once we have put peoplea
to work,

A CONFEREE: May I say a word, We have had
Bplendid cooperation and recognition in Nebraska, in
the federal and state agencies all working together.

FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I am very happy about
Nebraska. It is fins, Everytoing is clicking,

A CONFEREE: I have never known finer co-

operation all along the line, eall the way down. Another
thing, eince I have been im office there we have only

| had one complaint to make of Wasnington, all of the

| troubles were ironed out there,

| FRESIDENT ROOBEVELT: All right, We appreciate
it in Washington.

|; e

(Conference closed. &5:45 P, U,)
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