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WASHINGTON DC 20510

i aamta o%tatzs %znatz "

~ October 4, 2006

_ The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the Unlted States

" The White House -
Washmgton DC 20500

Dear Pres1dent Bush

We are wr1t1ng to express our serious concerns about your Adm1n1stratron s failure to ‘
~ monitor all mail to and from convicted terrorists in federal prisons. Your Administration’s:
dlsregard for this bas1c survelllance obhgatlon leaves our nation at grave risk.

As you know the Federal Bureau of Pr1s0ns (BOP) is supposed to carefully screen 100%‘ N
of marl sent and received by hlgh risk inmates, including convicted terrorists. When the mail is -
" -in a foreign language the BOP is expected to have the mail reviewed and translated by someone .
fluent in that language. The BOP is also supposed to monitor the verbal commun1cat10ns of
convicted terronsts over the telephone in V1s1t1ng rooms, and in the cellblock ‘

- _These screenmg requlrements are 1ntended to address the real threat posed by terrorists in-
“our pnsons For instance, in March 200 ws reports indicated that three convicted terrorists at-
the federal penitentiary in’ Florence Colorado, who were imprisoned for the 1993 bombing of the
" World Trade Center had written approx1mately 90 letters to Islamic extremists between 2002 and -

2004. Some of these letters were written to members of a Spanish terror cell with links to
terrorlsts suspected in the March 2004, tra1n bombmgs in Madr1d :

However ina report released yesterday, the Department of Justice Inspector General (IG)
- Glenn Fine concluded that “the BOP has not ensured that mail for terrorist and other high-risk
inmates on its monitoring lists is cons1stently read and analyzed to detect terrorism, criminal
actlvrtres, or other inappropriate behavior.” ‘Asa result according to the IG report “the threat -
remains that terrorist and other high-risk: inmates can use mail and verbal’ communlcatlons to
“~conduct: terrorlst or criminal activities whrle 1ncarcerated 2

The failure to monltor the commumcatlons of these deadly terrorists already in capt1v1ty
“calls into question your ability to wage an effective war on terror and competently conduct
- intelligence operatlons that are crucial to keepmg our nation safe.

' Among the report s ﬁndlngs are the followmg

o At7of the 10 prisons surveyed by the IG, the amount of mail involving convicted
terrorists that was monitored has decreased since FY 2005 because of BOP cost-cutting -
- Initiatives. At one federal prison, only 0 3% of mail for all inmates was randomly
screened by BOP staff



Sl e The BOP did not hire any full—trme Arabxc language specrahsts to translate 1nmate Sl
o “commumcatlons unt11 2005 - four years after the 9/ 11 attacks.. o

"o The first group of Arablc language speolahsts hrred by BOP recelved no counterterronsm
~_intelligence training during their first year of employment that would help thern analyze .
the ma11 they were readlng : L

S e At one‘prison, only 3 out of 1,385 (0.2%) calls involving high-risk inmates, including
-+ convicted terrorists, were monitored during the month of August 2005. The prison also
" housed organized crime figure John Gotti, Jr.; who was awaiting trial for kldnappmg and
. “racketeenng, and none of his 50 phone calls dunng that month were momtored ’ :

e TheVBOP did not audioirecord the social visitsv o}f:ter_rorist inmates, andaccordlng to the i
" IG report, “the BOP may be missing opportunities to detect terrorist or criminal activity.” -

‘e There is wide variation in the amount of information shared between the BOP and FBI - -
_ regarding terrorist inmates.” At one federal prison, the three FBI agents responsible for -
terrorism matters were not even aware that there were two inmates who were 1ncarcerated
. for 1nternat10na1 terrorism crimes. The prison staff at another facility learned from a
"hews article, rather than the FBI, that an international terrorist housed at their prison was
* a high-ranking member of al Qaeda and had trained to be a bodyguard for Osama bin R
-Laden ' ‘ L ol i

S We urge you to take 1mmed1ate actlon to’ ensure that the Bureau of Prlsons remedies thls :

- serious securlty failure. In the War on Terror, there is no excuse for any agency to allow terrorist

activity in its midst. The Department of Justice and the Bureau of Prisons must stop convrcted
terrorists from engaglng in terrorlst commumcatlons : S L

L We ask that you respond by October 13 2006 as to the steps that you are taklng to
- address th1s problem. Thank you.

Sincerely,

- Harry Reid s S L .+ Barack Obama ,
Senate Democratic Leader . - United States Senator
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