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: 16 Qetober 1904
Up to 1700 {local time I?¥¢1-y_] the followlng intelli;ence has been
A
recaived in Washington relative to U.5. Forces operating in the Philippine-

Formosa area:

Night 13-14 October

Strong enemy alr counter-attacks resulted in torpedoeing of CANBERRA,

(CA-70). CANBEREA taken under tow,

DEELIESF
Dawm, Ll October E. 0. 11657, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Our air struck Luzon and Formosa. OSD better, Muy 4 1972 3
By LBS

Afternoon Ogtober

Enemy counter-attacks on our force., U,5.5. RENO (CL-95) set on fire by
falling enemy plans which ricocheted fnto her fan-tail, Fire under contrel,
Duske, 1l Ogtober

USS HOUSTON, (CL-81) torpedoed and teken under tow by USS BOSTON.

{In these operations 91 (counted) enemy planes were destroyed — many not
yet reported shot down. Our losses light.)

About this time ULTRA intelligence passed from Admiral Nimitz to Acsiral
Halsey caused Admiral Halsey to order the followings— The Four Fast Carrier
Task Forces were to refusl and got in position to intercept Jap Force which
ULTRA indicated was on way from Empire to "anndhilate" remnants of U.5. Forcea.
The two towed shipas, with their covering foroces, were to lure enemy forces by
aeception traffic into area in which the four Task Forces wers operating.

There followed a period of inactivity and Admiral Halsey changed the orders
of his four forces. One was to attack Luron and guard San Bernadino Straits, A

second was to proceed East of Samar and assist in the Leyte operation. The re-

miining two were to assume positdon 250 miles east of northern Luzon to deal

& (Pﬂ‘%‘é’ ‘-1'

0.11&“6. Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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the Jap Force if it appeared, and, if necessary, to reinforce the other two
Carrler forces operating to the south.

16 October
At 160400 (local time) 240 miles southeast of Formosa & Jap plane got a

second torpeds hit on the Housten. The torpedo hit just forward of the starboard
entapult. The list to starboard increased from B to 10 degrees. The Commanding ‘
Officer of the HOUSTON requested that the remaining personnel be taken off. How-
over, two hours later the Task Uroup Comnander reported to Admiral Halsey thet
the HOUSTON was still under tow with s speed of three knots although towing was
difficult because the ship veered hard to port. Before her second torpedo attack
the HOUSTON had the fleoding under control and her minimum araft was 35 feet.
Ho damage during this attack was inflicted on the CANBERHA which was in
compary. The CANBERRA at this time was not listing. Both engine rooms and fire

rooma three and four were completely flooded. There was no damage forward or

BERASERED
Skt e E 0. 11652, Sec. WEI amd (D) or (B}
L L]
The CVL CABOT in this actien shot down 9 planes, OGS0 better, May 4 1 a7
By DB3 Duta, m_z_l_

Just about the same time the HOUSTON received her second torpedo hit, &
Jap Force, consisting of one carrier, two battleships, one heavy crulser, two
light cruisers and eight destroyers, was located 450 miles northeast of the De=
ception Force (HOUSTON AND CANBERRA) on a southwesterly course. Admiral Halsey
immediately ordered the second Carrier Task Force, (which had been ordered to :
attack Samar) to cancel the Samar strike and to proceed to a position 250 miles f
south of the reported Japanese position to intercept.

For elght hours no further word was received on the locatlon of the Japanese
Forces. At that time a U.5. Submarine located a Jap Force consisting of three

large ships, one destroyer and one destroyer escort going on a nertherly course
- g =
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in a position B0 miles north of where the first Jap Force was sighted.

At this time, therefore, there are three Carrier Task Forces in position

to intercept Jap Forces coming south from Nansei Shoto or southeast from Formosa
to the Philippines.
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NOM NAVY SOURCE 16 OCTOBER INCOMPLETE MESSAGE. s i
IL.ZMAINDER BEING SERVICED, QUOTE el i
F_or
£ 150 MM GUNS LOCATED IN HILLS JUST WEST OF SAN “rne e
7 FUC. FOUR MILES NORTH DULAG. AS OF OCTOBER 1. —1

ROAD CAPABLE NEAR WATERSFRONT. SCHOOL Huﬂ'rnusr END fr-=
7 TOWN (SED AS BARRACKS MWITH “UEL JUMP NEARBY. T

NAYVAL HEADQUARTERS ON HOTEL END OF cﬁqcnn: PIER. rs |

BEESAAL et LAt NERRERRED

MOV UR PCOL AMD REPAIRS SHOP DIAGOMALLY ACROSS STREET lrs

F-x2
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IN DISTRIBUTION HIS FORCE BCING CONDUCTED BOS BDING*
TO QDXSUX* GASOLINE DUMP LOCATED IN BUSHES SOUTH END
SAN PABLO AIRFIELD. LARGE BON2 DUMP LOCATED UNDER
LOCTNUTS SOUTHEAST END MTLABCA® STRIP. FUEL STORED
NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST ENDS SAN DIEGD ATRDROME 1IN
CENTER OF TOY*®, UNQUOTE.

*AS RECEIVED
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Dhlt.llllu-!_Fll.l _I:!_I'IHE AND 1|u!-_ - DATE - TIME X “'yu
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-1
MATELY 12 CRATERS VISIBLE IN REVETUENTS WITH DAMAGE TO s :I
1 SMALL BARRACKS TYFE BUILDING, AT KDBI AIRFIELD 1 LARGE F-20 :
3 SMALL AIRCRAFT WITH CLOUD 0BSCUAED DAMAGE VISIELE IN i :;
P30
NORTHEAST AREA BESIDES 1 HANGER DESTROYED 1 DAMAGED -
5 BARRACKS DESTROYED OR DAMAGED 2 AIRGRAFT DESTROYED, S
AT KAGI AIRFIELD PARTIAL COVER SHOMS 6 SMALL AIRCRAFT i f,‘
F-34 ’
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Pt | s
* PASSED 0Y COMMNAVGR CHIMA TO CINCPAC FOR ACTION AND = ~ 48
COMINCH FOR INFD AS 161901, i a7
Fx37 e
e L1
LoD ?:0 ,-d.
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COMMANDS . oL | o
- i Pp@ -
— F-05 ;1
\ 14TH AFPI_MISSION 15 OCTOBER REVEALS AT 1155 HOURS |3
TALINAN DROME 7 LARGE 14 MEDIUM AND 153 SMALL OPERATIONAL| 4
AIRCRAFT VISIBLE, DESTROYED OR DAMAGED 33 PLANES. COM-|r2 n
PLETELY DESTROYED 7 HANGARS HEAVILY DAMAGED 5. BLANK [ | =
H

BUILDINGS 1N 1 BARRACKS AREA DESTROYED. 1 SHALL AND 4 [ {—{»
MEDIUM PLANES TAINAN SATELLITE STRIP. AT 1200 HOURS AT [ =
TOSHIEN HARBOR, 8 SHIPS ADDING UP TO 14,900 TONS, 2 " i
NAVAL CRAFT. AT WARBOR ENTRANCE THERE WAS 1 SHIP 300 |~ | |y
FEET LONG SUBMERGED AND 2 SMALL DAMAGED VESSELS. OUT- |t |1
SIDE OF BREAKWATER THERE WAS 1 DAMAGED VESSEL. ON ol | o
TOSHIEN STRIP THERE WAS NO PLANE OR DAMAGE. AT 1206 o ||
HOURS AT TAKAG HARBOR THERE WERE 23 OPERATIONAL SHIPS [ | &
LARGEST 465 FEET SMALLEST 110 FEET TOTALLING 55,500 TONS ::1
M
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NO NAVAL CRAFT. 1 BOAT 450 FEET LONG DESTROYED 1 SHIP 385
FEET DESTROYED, 310 FOOT VESSEL DAMAGED 2 VESSELS 200 FEET
EACH DESTROYED., COMPLETELY DESTROYED WERE 30 LARGE WARE-
HOUSES ALONG THE MAIN DOCK AREA. A LARGE MITSUBISHI TANK
DESTROYED. MUCH DAMAGE DONE TO MAIN BUILDING IN ALCOHOL
PLANT. AT TAKAO DROME A PARTIAL COVER SHOWED 1 MEDIUM AND
8 SMALL. MINOR DAMAGE TO 1 BUILDING. PARTIAL COVER OF
HEITO DROME 8 LARGE 2 MEDIUM AND 11 SMALL. 38 PLANES
DESTROYED OR DAMAGED. IN MAIN HANGAR AREA 14 BUILDINGS
COMPLETELY DESTROYED 8 HEAVILY DAMAGED. NO DAMAGE TO RUN-
WAYS. NEW HEITO DROME 5 BARRACKS DESTROYED. 5 PLANES DES-
TROYED. 13 SMALL 11 MEDIUM AND 2 LARGE. ALL TIMES LOCAL.
THIS 1S ALL THAT WE HAVE NOW.

*PASSED TO CINCPOA FOR ACTION AND COMINCH FOR INFO AS
161000 BY COMNAVGROUP CHINA.

il 3]
E 0. 11852, Bec. 3E) and 6D} or (B)
OSD letier, May 4 1972
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SEEN NORTHBOUND 0630 AT 09-25 N 122-JWOED*] E, FORENOON 15TH
5 SMALL VESSELS DEPARTED JAMBOANGA® TO NE 2 OTHERS # ® ¢ #
SHIPS PARE XARE® BAY INDICATIONS 2 MORE 2 MILES SE TAMNAKEKE SW

CELEBES. SAFE NIGHT SEARCH CAT DROPPED BOMBS ON DOCKS SANDWKAN® ™ | |
NE BORNEO. DURING FIRES EXPLOSIONS SAW SEVERAL Mepium (RARRSS. :; b
%amf IN HARBOR. 14TH 13 B-2) HIT MICKEL WORKS a7 i
POMELAA® CELEBES. JALL® CONCENTRATION PLANT BLOWH OCE®, SMOKE ™ | |1
MA™T ACCURATE ASSESSMENT DAMAGE IMPOSSIBLE. IN HARBOR 2 VERY :::" =
P SRR
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SMALL AK SN* 6 ORG® BARGES. & TWIN ENGINE PLANES ON STRIP. SAME ‘
PLANES |NVXOROGNURXEREAFBUHTEENCH® SAW POSSIBLE SUB CRASH DIVE

NEAR ALOR, ISLAND 08-17 S 124-REIQ#6 E. ALSO 200 TON AK TOWING NGUGE®

OFF TAPE MANAMANI ALOR |SLAND AND %00 TONNER. LO5-25% S 121-30 E,

SCORE INTERCEPTERS SHOL* DOQUBAKLIKPAPEG® STRIKE . 14TH 52 DEFINITE

i PROBABLE. PT'S MORNING 14TH DESTROYED TYPE A BARGE OFF NE

MOVCTAF SATKGANOAHEB® SOUTH OF MITO ISLAND KA ssss

#ae% CROUPS MISSING
* AS RECEIVED,

CCPY TO 20 6 f
F .:”;. €5a, I E1 mnd 5T or (B)
050 letter, My & 1571 51 973
By LIRS Dua MY B+

f %5555
Uriginator_ __COM 7TH FLT D/T Group NCR 55'*5;:;‘59__ 2 o 2 Pages. |

OFEAY-§E=A]
(EREL]

_ DECLASSIFIED
-0-11m.8¢¢.3.3ms.¢ 3.4

RT, mnlh_ilﬁf'ﬁ

2



a7l MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTMEN

— - -
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TOR CODEROOM —— e ™1 :
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OF ORTUDMS DEPATCNES FLEASE LLANE ANOYT DML W CLLAE EPACE SEAPE FISMMINS THIT ACTION ¢
HONOLULL |NTERCEPT fr-o .
(ROWELLE REPORTS. COM TTH FLT SENDS) :_':: =
: HIL JAPS BETWEEN ABUYOG AND HINUMNDAYAN, G ZERO JAPS e s
- HINUNDAYAN WITH 3 KNEE MORTARS ) MACHINE RIFLES AND ror | 1
PADIO.  COAST SOUTHWARD THRU PAVAOK STRAITS NoRTHWARD [ | 1%
ALONG EAST COAST S0G0D BAY THEM SOUTH ALONG WEST COAST ¥ ]I:
SOGOD BAY TO MALITSTS® FREE OF JAPS. NIL JAPS PANAON 5 | |
ISLAND. MALITBOG § ZERO JAPS WITH 5 KNEE MORTARS AND [ | |
5 MACHINE RIFLES AND RADIO, COAST CLEAR FROM MALITBOG g |
SOUTH THEN WESTWARD TIWSGESEQ OSEFFOARY WLAVGY® JAPS pss ||
WLTH RADIO 2 MACHING RIFLES AND 2 MORTARS. RECOMMEND No [ | %
BOMBING PANAON STRAIT AREA, COAST FROM KAASIN TO DAYBAY i | |4
CLEAR OF JAPS, COASTAL ROAD FROM S000D BAY TO BAYBAY P | |
FIRST CLASS ALL WEATHER SINGLE LANE ROAD BUT VEHICLES x 4
CAN PASS EACH OTHER. HOW VERGMYV® BRIDGES WASHED OUT ot
53

(T i
; E 0. 11805, Bee NE
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r{lI.C'.‘ THIS ROUTE. MNiL JA®S ALONG EAST WEST ROAD BAYRAY JOFOLYOS®. AAY-
BAY SO JAPS WITH RADIO 4 MACHINE RIFLES AND 5 MORTARS BARRICADED IN
SCHOOL BUILDING NEAR CHURCH. COAST CLEAR FROM BAYBAY TO [PIL WHERE
20 JAPS LOCATED, COAST FROM IPIL TO ORMOC CLEAR ENEMY, ORMOC HAS
ESTIMATED 1700 JAPS INCLUDING SOME MARINES NO TANKS HERE. DOLORES HAS
150 JAPS. VALENCIA 250 JAPS, KANAGA ANO VICINITY €00. LIMOMN 50 JAPS,
WILL OBTAIN MORE DETAILED INFO THIS AREA SHORTLY. BILIRAN ISLAND WOW
CLEAR ENEMY. BILIRAN STRAITS MINED, ENTIRE WESTERN AND NORTHERN COAST
FROM ORMOC TO CARIGARA EXEI® OF JAPS. ESTIMATE 250 JAPS AT CARIGARA
WITH Fi» RAL MORTARS AND RADIO,

ROAD BETWEEN PALDVLQK® AND JUNCTION WITH MOUTI® 2 UNMBIFDETDXYNGTBL
NNOASYWVVJAEJ® THIS ROAD FIRST CLASS ALL WEATHER BUT SEVERAL BRIDGES

ouT.
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ERED IH ,Frsn NORTH PF, VINCIAL ROAD PFE SOUTH NF LALDASDY au
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DCEODAR 1 FNA AROVE DESCRIGED AREA RETWEEYN DULAG AND SAN 2]
PABLO PLUS RIXAL FLUS DULAG TRTALS 1580, ENEVY STRENCTH =
FOLLOWS AS NF COTNBER 1 BURAVEN 13FF SAM PABLO 4£F. ALL ar
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ACADSS FROVINCIAL RDAT CFF KPRTHWCST ORAR, AIRFIELD. PALASCA
LANDING FIELD JAPS CCCUPY ALL VIDUSES DFF TIORTH JSEST END OF
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PAGE 2 OF 2 £
i
BURAUEN. THIS TOWN SHCULD NE HEAVILY HII EARLY MO CIVILIANS i
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18r¢ E“ENY Hqi INCLUDED IN ESTIVATE OF 15¢£¢ REPCRTED FNR SAN
PABLO UPCIYI RIXAL AREA IN FIRST FART THIS MESSAGE. 6@ ENEMY
DAGAI ], TOWN HAS ALREADY BEEN LARGELY BURNED RY 5. TIN ROOFED
BUILDINGS TAGALD STILL DCCUPIED BY ENEUY N0 CIVILTANS HERE. i
i b1 |
20 @ JAPS LOCATED TABONTABOM ON PROVITCIAL ROAD 2 I'ILES EAST a
DAGANY, SAN REEITD 1/2 VILE NDRTHTEST DAGAVI HAS 200 NIPS. 18 an
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