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Mnited States Senate 97244 V.

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

“-J anuary 16, 2007

President George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

As you finalize the Administration’s fiscal year 2008 budget request, we urge you '
to provide adequate funding for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and
the Improving Literacy Through School lerarles program

LSTA and the Improving theracy Through School L1braries program work hand
in hand to provide communities with a foundation so children can build the skills
necessary to become lifelong learners. These programs help schools maximize
educational efforts, ensure young children are ready to learn, reduce the digital divide in
our poorest communities, offer library users literacy and job searching skills, and serve as
the focal point for a host of community information and services.

Recent research has reaffirmed the measurable difference well-stocked and well-
staffed school libraries have on student achievement. Moreover, the Department of
Education’s November 2005 evaluation of the Improvmg Literacy Through School
Libraries program found it has been successful in improving the quality of school
libraries.

If funded adequately, these two library programs hold great promise to do even
more to ensure a literate and educated society. As such, we urge you to provide $171.5
million for the LSTA Grants to States program in order to double the minimum state
allotment as authorized under the Museum and Library Services Act of 2003, as well as
sufficient funds to enable the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program to .
reach school libraries in every state.

Sincerely,

We thank you for your considere__ltiori of these important requests.
Jaof

ted “ Susan . ollins '

jStates Senator ‘ : United States Senator |




" THE DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
"~ OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

March 9,2007

The Honorable Jack Reed
United States Senate

. Washington, DC 20510 | - o

Dear Jack,

'Thank you for your letter of January 16, 2007, to President Bush regarding funding for

hbrary programs at the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the Department of 2
- Education. Ihave been asked to respond on his behalf

“Asyou know, the Administration has strongly supported programs benefitting libraries |

* and museums. The 2008 Budget builds on this commitment with a $24 million increase for

IMLS programs, a 10 percent increase over the prior year. In particular, the Budget provrdes
$171.5 million for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Grants to States program.

- As you note in your letter, IMLS would be able to double the minimum state allotment as called '
' for in the 2003 reauthorlzatlon of the LSTA."

The Budget also includes $19 5 mrlllon for the Department of Education’s Improvmg
Literacy Through School Libraries program, the same as the prior year level. This program
promotes comprehensive local strategies to 1mprove student reading achrevement by i lmprovrng

' school hbrary services and resources.

The Administration apprecrates your input: As you know, the President transmitted hrs
FY 2008 Budget to Congress on February 5, 2007. The Budget reflects our nation’s hlghest
priorities, including combating terrorism and protecting the homeland, keeping the economy
strong with low taxes, and spending taxpayer dollars wisely while holding non-security spending '
growth to less than one percent. The President’s pro-growth economic policies, coupled with -
greater spending restraint, put us on path to reduce deﬁcns every year and ach1eve a balanced
budget by 2012 S

Thank you agaln for your interest in the FY 2008 Budget. We look forward to working
with you throughout the approprlatlons process. ,

Sincerely, '

.%/)

Rob Portman

Identical Letter Sent’to The Honor‘able‘Susan Collins |

27249



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
' “WASHINGTON, D.C: 20503

March 9,2007 -

‘THE DIRECTOR 2

The Honorable Susan M. Collins
 United States Senate
- Washington, DC 20510

" Dear Susan

o " Thank you for your letter of January 16, 2007 to President Bush regarding. fundmg for -
T llbrary programs at the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the Department of .-
e Educatlon 1 have been asked to respond on h1s behalf . N

. As -you know, the Admimstratlon has st'rongly supported programs benefitting libraries
. and museums. The 2008 Budget builds on this commitment with a $24 million increase for
.+ - IMLS programs, a 10 percent increase over the prior year. In particular, the Budget provrdes
$l71 5-million for the Library Services-and Technology Act (LSTA) Grants to States program. -
- As you note in your letter, IMLS would be able to double the minimum state allotment as called
~ for in the 2003 reauthor12at1on of the LSTA. :

. The Budget also 1ncludes $19.5 million for the Department of Education’s Improvmg :
-+ Literacy Through School Libraries program, the same as the prior year level. This program = ,
" promotes comprehensive local strategies to improve student readlng achrevement byi 1mprov1ng : .

school hbrary servrces and resources.

bl The Admlmstratlon apprecmtes your input. As you know, the President transmitted his
FY 2008 Budget to Congress on February 5,2007. The Budget reflects our nation’s highest
- priorities, including combating terrorism and protecting the homeland, keeping the ‘economy
~ strong with low taxes, and spending taxpayer dollars wisely while holding non-security spending
- growth to less than one percent. The President’s pro-growth economic policies, coupled with
. greater spending restraint, put us on path to reduce deficits every year and achieve a balanced:
. budget by 2012 S ~ :

. ~~ Thank you again for your interest in the FY 2008 Budget We look forward to workmo- _
" ~w1th you throughout the approprlat1ons process. ' - :

Slncerely,

B B A RobPortfnan

: Identical Letter Sent to _The"Honorable.J aek Reed
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’Jan’uary 16,2007 3 |

Presrdent George W. Bush
- The White House -

1600 Pennsylvama Avenue

' * Washington, DC

e _’l’)ear’Mr. 'President:

- As you finalize the Adm1mstrat1on s ﬁscal year 2008 budget request we urge you :’. -
to prov1de adequate funding for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and

o "the Improvrng Literacy Through School L1brarres program o

LSTA and the Improv1ng L1teracy Through School L1brar1es program work hand

~in hand to provide communities with a foundation so children can build the skills.

- necessary to become llfelong learners. ‘These programs help schools maximize
- educational efforts ensure young children are ready to learn, reduce the digital divide in
2 .. our poorest communities, offer library users literacy and job. searchlng sk1lls and serve as
o the focal po1nt for a host of commumty information and serv1ces :

) Recent research has reafﬁrmed the measurable difference well-stocked and well-
o ,'staffed school libraries have on student achievement. Moreover, the Department of
“. Education’s November 2005 evaluation of the Improvrng Literacy Through School -

~ Libraries program found it has been successful in 1mprov1ng the qual1ty of school
e 'lrbrarles : - :

“If funded adequately, these two lrbrary programs hold great promise to do even |
~“more to ensure a literate and educated society. As such, we urge you to provide $171.5
- million for the LSTA Grants to States program in order to double the minimum state

- allotment as authorized under the Museum and Library Services Act of 2003, as well as'
- sufficient funds to enable the Improvmg theracy Through School Libraries program to -

reach school l1brar1es in‘every state.-
e ;We thank_ you for yo'Ur consideration of these important requests..

- Sincerely,

bed Gl ~ Susan .Collins »
IStates Senator - ’ - United States Senator -
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. Fcbruary6,2007

Ms Borsmger S Second Grade Class
o ‘Excellence Charter. School '

”Brooklyn New York

" Best w1shes Keep up the good work

. Srncerely, '

THE WHITE HOUSE -
WASHI'\IGTON

of Bedford Stuyvesant

R ‘Dear Students

3 " Thank you for your letters I always enJoy hearrng from young Amerlcans S
S and I apprecrate your sharrng your vrews and suggestrons L

DI “'As Presrdent my most solemn duty is to protect the Amerrcan people It is
L ._‘v1tal to the security’ of our country that we complete the mission in Iraq and
o win the war on terror. Freedom is'not just America's rlght but. the right of ~
- all humamty By taking the side of freedom in this struggle we are laymg
> “the foundatron of peace for future generatrons o :

‘;- Our extraordlnary m1htary personnel have answered the call of duty w1th

courage and dedication. Mrs. Bush and I encourage you'to support these

_~ brave men and women who have Volunteered to sacrlﬁce for a cause greater ‘
~‘thanse1f } e T

’ -'Ms Borsrnger s Second Grade Class

- Attn MS Emlly Arnold
" 225Patchen Avenue S
: '-Brooklyn New York 11233

“Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesantj' o



February 6, 2007

Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School
of Bedford Stuyvesant

Brooklyn, New York

Dear Students:

Thank you for your letters. I always enjoy hearing from young Americans,
and I appreciate your sharing your views and suggestions.

As President, my most solemn duty is to protect the American people. Itis
vital to the security of our country that we complete the mission in Iraq and
win the war on terror. Freedom is not just America's right, but the right of
all humanity. By taking the side of freedom in this struggle, we are laying
the foundation of peace for future generations.

Our extraordinary military personnel have answered the call of duty with
courage and dedication. Mrs. Bush and I encourage you to support these

brave men and women who have volunteered to sacrifice for a cause greater

than self.

Best wishes. Keép up the good work.

Sincerely,

GEQRGE W, BUSH

George W. Bush

GWB/JR/BH/DH/ca (Corres. #4710061)
(c?orsinger.b.j jr.doc)

“ Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.
cc/Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

. Betty Houser, Youth Responses, 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

PRESIDENT TO SIGN

Updated 1.24.2006
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' 'SEND TO ! : S
I »_;Ms Borsrnger s Second Grade Class '
N - Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
" Attn; Ms. Emily Arnold -
1225 Patchen Avenue.” .-
o Brooklyn New York 11233




© GWBshellSLR

_Ms Borsmgers Second Grade Class TR »

- Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant

- "Attn: Ms. Emily Arnold '

2258 Patchen Avenue ..
'Brooklyn New York 11233
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: Ms Borsmgers Second Grade Class, = S
" “Excellence Charter School. of Bedford Stuyvesant S

" Attn: Ms. Emily Arnold. e g
225 Patchen Avenue.
‘;:"Brooklyn New York 11233

Updated 1242006~~~
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. February6,2007

S '_Ms Borsrngers Second Grade Class. £

" Excellence Charter School '
e of Bedford: Stuyvesant
o .."-,Brooklyn New York

o = ."‘Thank ‘you for your letters 1 always enJoy hear1ng from young Amerlcans
S ‘;'and I appreC1ate your sharlng your views and suggestrons : 2

As Presrdent my most solemn duty is to protect the Amerlcanipeople Itis

SN »v1tal-to“‘he'secur1ty of our country’ that we complete the mission in Iraq ; and .

- win the war on terror. Freedom isnot ]ust ‘America's right, but the r1ght of -
“eall humamty By takrng the side of freedom 1n thls struggle we, are lay1ng

f*’:the foundatron of peace for future generatrons s

: ‘jOur extraordlnary m111tary personnel have answered the call of duty w1th
i :Vcourage and dedication. ‘Mrs: Bush and T encourage you to support these

,';:than self

‘ "'5'Best w1shes Keep up the good work 0

Smcerely, o

-‘:George W Bush

L GWB/JIUBHHDH/ca (Corres #4710061) SR
(l borsmger b.jjr.doc) - : SR e T
T ccr Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W“’
. cct Duke Hlpp, Pres, Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W. ;
o ce: Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/1800 G Street N W

S, ::PRESIDENT TO SIGN -

~ brave men and women who have volunteered to sacrlﬁce fora cause’ greater ,
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S o Aty Ms. Emily Arnold - ‘

Jiv 0225 Patchen Avenue - .

“Brooklyn New York 11233




CRebray6,2007

.""-:TMS Borsmger s Second Grade Class-
s Excellence Charter School eS a (=
e ,Brooklyn New York" Paind

i -.fDear'JStudents

T _:Thank you for your. letters 1 always enJoy hearrng from young Amerlcans
o »and I apprecrate your sharlng your vrews and suggestrons (RN

U ""As Presrdent my most solemn duty is to protect the Amerrcan people It is
R fv1tal to the securrty of our country that:we. complete the mission in Iraq and v
S “win: the war on terror. Freedom is not just America' s rlght but the rlght of -

o all humamty By taklng the’ srde of freedom in thrs struggle ‘we are layrng CE
the foundatron of peace for future generatlons RO .

! Our extraordmary mllrtary personnel have answered the call of duty wrth
e _courage and dedication.. Mrs. Bush. and I encourage you to support these ="~ EET
brave men. and women who have volunteered to sacrlﬁce: for a cause greater5 ] '
than self R A g T 2 S

Best wrshes Keep up the good work

;_v;George W Bush

v GWB/JlUBH/DH/ca (Corres #4710061) 4 LT
(‘l borsmger bjjr.doc) - ; T
- -ee; Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres 9thFL/l8OO G Street N. W
L 'cc ‘Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres 9thFL/l8OOGStreet NW e
S cc Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N. W

. ‘;{j’fPRESIDENT TO SIGN

’Upda;e‘d<-1'.24.z‘ooa,..» '_ .



_‘E‘Ms Borsmger s Second Grade Class '

- Excellence Charter School

iy ’_'.:-Brooklyn, New York

'-‘Dear Frrends /J(Ud’t el

/

L ‘Thank you for your letters I always enJ oy heanng from young -

o _itAmencans and I apprec1ate your shanng your V1ews and suggest1ons

N "i'::fAs Pres1dent my most solemn duty 18 to protect the Arnencan people

A ,It is V1tal to the securlty of our country that we complete the m1551on m

e -Our‘iextﬁfaofdifféry 'n"ii'

. ff‘.-Iraqg and w1n the war on terror Freedom is not Just Amerlc@ rlght but _A s

he"nght of all humamty By takmg the srde of freedom 1n th1s

' ff_struggle we are 1ay1ng the foundat1on of peace for future generat1ons

"‘fpe‘rsor‘xﬁél"haVe'an‘swered'-'thél’ céil:off'duty o Y

| w1thvcourage and dedlcatlon Mrs Bush and I encourage you to , : = '
it _v‘)':support these brave men and women who have Volunteered to sacnﬁce 35

L ~for_aw_cause_~ greater th‘an“se"lf. ‘_ ,.'

;Best Wlshes Keep up the good work
i b._jv_Updated 1.24:2006 -



o Sincerely,

e ,{::George W Bush

:GWB/JR/BH/DH/J'r (Corres #4710061);}5‘,‘1 F
" (1.borsinger.bjjr.doc) -
e ’elyn Rogers PreS‘

‘ rres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W

M. Borsmgers Second Grade Class , e e

- " Excellence Charter: School of Bedford Stuyvesant e
Lo Attn: Emily Armnold PR
o0 o225 Patchen Avenue 5 .' SN

Chbag 'Brooklyn, New York 11233 e

 Updated 1242006




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON A L e

- February 6,2007

"Ms Drllon 'S Second Grade Cla

. vExcellence Charter School
: of Bedford Stuyvesant '

i 'Brooklyn New York

’;Dear Students

' ;‘"'T_Thank you for your letters 1 always enjoy hearmg from young Amerlcans B

3

“and’ I apprecrate your sharmg your vrews and suggestlons AT S o SERNCE f

a ‘.I have no hlgher respon51b1llty as. Presrdent than to protect the Amer1can SR
*_;people Our troops in Iraq are engaged in a struggle that will determine -~
o ~the: d1rect10n of the war on'terror and our safety here at home: By ﬁghtmg e
" those who wish to do us harm and advancing the’ cause of freedom inlIraq,: =
o _Lour mllrtary personnel are layrng the foundat1on of peace for- generatrons PR SR
to come. Mrs. Bush and I. encourage you'to support these brave men and
it women who are servrng w1th honor and dedlcat1on

Best w1shes Keep up the good work

- ‘Smcerely,

,'-Ms Dlllons Second Grade Class - TR

S :Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant'»-_.f’ '
oo LAt Ms. Emrly Arnold :

© 225 Patchen Avenue .

: Brooklyn New York 11233




»',‘,{Ms D1llon s Second Grade Class
»‘--fExcellence Charter School .
" of Bedford Stuyvesant

"{:g.Brooklyn New York

r":.’D‘ear: Students: PP T

" Thank you for your letters I always enJoy hearlng from young Amerrcans -
G and L appremate your sharmg your views and suggestlons i

| ,-‘.I have no- hlgher responsrblhty as- Pres1dent than to protect the Amerlcan
, people Our troops-in Iraq are engaged in.a struggle that will determlne

R the direction of the war on terror and our safety here at home: By ﬁghtlng s o
v ' ‘.those who wish to do us harm and advancmg the cause of freedom i in Iraq, LA
c .‘;f__our mlhtary personnel are lay1ng the foundation of peace for generatrons S

' " tocome:: Mrs. Bush and I encourage you to support these brave men and
_ﬁwomen who are servmg w1th honor and dedrcatron el e T

';Best wrshes Keep up the good work VRl f '

VGWB/JR/BH/DH/ca (Corres #4710054)
“(lA@illon.m jjr.doe) - - : i
ek Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres 9thFL/ l 800 G Street N W

S T lcc Duke Hrpp, Pres Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N.W.
| Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W

& PRESIDENT TO SIGN

SENTTO: SETRE
' Ms. Dillon's’ Second Grade Class

-Updated124 2006 LR




L GWashellSLR - T

- :fﬂExcellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant'-f- s
~Atin{ Ms.Emily Arnold .
... 225Patchen Avenue
o 'Brooklyn New York 11233

O Updwed 1242008
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. - Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant-'
- Attn: Ms: Emily Arnold ' ‘
- 225 Patchen Avenue. - = .
;Brooklyn New York 11233

u pdated’ 1242006 |
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.,Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesan

"7+ Attn:. Ms. Emily’ Arnold :
-’:,‘;225 Patchen Avenue - -
i Brooklyn New York 11233

- Updated 1.24.2006 .



- February 6,2007

- _f'st Dlllons Second Grade Class R
Excellence Charter School o
o G ’_of Bedford Stuyvesant SN
l Brooklyn New York B TR

Dear Students '

» o hank you for your letters I always enJoy hearmg from young Amer1cans s i
R and I apprec1ate your sharmg your v1ews and suggesnons o :

! : ;tthan to protect the Amer1can S A

people Our. troops in lraq are engagedf ina: struggle that will determme A

. cthe: direction of the war on tetror and our safety here at home. By ﬁghtmg-"' S R
U those who w1sh to do.us harm and advancmg the: cause of freedom in- Iraq, "~

~our mrlrtary personnel are layrng the foundation of peace for generatlons N

to comie. :Mrs. Bush and I encourage you to- support these breive men and AR R

women who are servmg wrth honor and dedrcatron ' Fel SRR

Georg W Bush

WB/JR/BH/DH/ca (Corres #4710054)' -
(L. dlllon m.jjr; doc) s
cer Jocelyn Rogers, Pres Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N""
~cc:-Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W.
- cc "Betty Houser, Youth Responses 9thFL/ 180 Y G Street N.W. '

'hfferEQDENTTosunq

»:ﬁy?fSENTTO SR
oM. Drllons Second Grade Class :;
: }Updated 1 24 2006 ) ‘




j-Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant'
. Attn: Ms. Emily Arnold - :

.. 225 Patchen Avenue .

"‘_‘vﬂf.Brooklyn New York 11233 :
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S Ms‘ D1llons Second Grade Class L . N
- Excellence Charter School Wa : & Jsﬁ?@l JC@ *{’**‘ijl\ gﬁl& \“;f; j _;_V’ < & ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ

e 'Brooklyn New York

% el and I appremate your sharmg your v1ews and suggest1ons

ear StudentS' o

: Thank you for your letters I always enjoy hearlng from young Amerlcans

e "I have no' hlgher responsrb1llty as. Pre81dent than to protect the Amerlcan
~people. -Our troops in- Iraq are engaged in a struggle that will determme
" the direction of the war on terror and our safety here at home.- By ﬁghtlng'?"‘f‘ '

_",those ‘who wish to do us harm and advancmg the cause of freedom inTraq;- o ” i
“.our mllltary personnel are laylng the foundatlon of peace for- generatlons o

‘ George Ww. Bush

___fGWB/JR/BH/DH/ca (Corres #4710054)
- (lLdillon.m jjr.doc) - R e
- eex Jocelyn Rogers, Pres Corres 9thFL/1800 G Street N W RGN
?“Ih@HmnM%CmmsmwumeSmaNu/”*

”ﬂfISENTTo

to come. -Mrs. Bush and T eneourage you to support these
women who are serv1ng w1th honor and dedrcatlon

Lot Best w1shes Keep up the good work

dz/(j’ uwb Zalal

i‘cc Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W

» PRESIDENT TO SIGN

. Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class
" :-',,Updated 1242006 - .

brave men and e




_ Ms D1llon s Second Grade Class
"‘-‘v‘-‘Excellence Charter School
o Brooklyn, New York

ey '»fv‘;:f"‘\.Dear Frie /nds %&M | “ | S

Thank you for your letters I always enJoy hear1ng from young

o I have no hlgher respons1b1hty as Pres1dent than to protect the j = o 2

termme the dlrectlon of the war on terror and our safety here at

’.:home By ﬁghtmg those who w1sh to do us harm and advancmg the

on of peace for eneratlons to come Mrs Bush and I

2 ff‘W1th honor and ded1cat10n

Best wishes. Keepp thegood work.

‘Updated 1242006

S8 Amerlcan people Our tr00ps 1n Iraq are. engaged ina struggle that wrll:;

cause of freedom in. lraq, our mrhtary personnel are laylng the ks o C

urage you to support these brave men and women who are servmg o o




o fi'_,iGeorge W Bush i
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Lden Jocelyn Rogers; Pres Corres 9thFL/18OO G Street NW
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Rogers, Jocelyn J. \

From: Weinstein, Jared B.
Sent:  Thursday, February 01, 2007 8:38 PM .
To: Rogers, Jocelyn J.; Sherzer, David; Keller, Karen E.; Hipp, Duke; Houser, Elizabeth S:; Aulds, Amanda B.

Subject: RE: Excellence Charter School -- Letters for Approval

Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your letters. I always enjoy hearing from young Americans, and I appreciate your sharing

your views and suggestions.

As President, my most solemn duty is to protect the American people. It is vital to the security of our

country that we complete the mission in Iraq and win the war on terror. Freedom is not just America's right,

but the right of all humanity. By taking the side of freedom in this struggle, we are laying the foundation

of peace for future generations.

Our extraordinary military personnel have answered the call of duty with courage and dedication. Mrs. Bush

and I encourage you to support these brave men and women who have volunteered to sacrifice for a cause

greater than self.

-+

Best wishes. Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
Brooklyn, New York

2/2/2007
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- ,':Thank ,y 'fOr your letters I always enjoy heanng from young Amencans, and Ia ppreclate you sharmg

L your Views and suggestlons

v respon51b1 ty'as Presrdent than to protect the Amerlcan people Our troops n Iraq are engaged v

1§ gle that w1ll determme the d1rect10n of the war on terror and our safety here at home By ﬁghtlng

o 'Zthose who w1sh to do us harm and advancmg the cause of freedom in Irag our mllltary personnel are laylng

the foundatlon of peace for generatlons to come. Mrs ‘Bush and 1 encourage you to support these brave men

. "_‘if';::and Wworien who are servmg w1th honor and ded1cat10n i

Bt

"%een un the good work

. Sincerely,

e '-‘,f},‘fTo W 'nsteln Jared B.: Sherzer DaV|d Keller Karen E H|pp, Duke Houser EllzabethS Aulds, Amanda B
;T,SubJect Excellence Charter School -z Letters for Approval ' r

AT g nd Gr' eClass ‘ ey S R
-;“.:k,-Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant T
fo i ’Brooklyn New York o

e DearStudents ST e

s Thankyoufor sharmg your Vrewsandsuggesuons 1 always'enj‘_oy hearlng from :y'oun_g ‘Americansi L L

¥ ‘As res1dent my most solemn duty 1s to protect the secur1ty of the Amencan people ,We must remam

: commltted to completmg the m1s51on m Iraq and wmmng the war on terror By advancmg the cause of
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g freedom we are laymg the foundatlon of peace Our extraordmary m1l1tary personnel have answered the' call of :

_duty w1th courage" and dedlcatron Mrs Bush and 1 encourage you to support these brave men: and women who

. are w1111ng to ”acrlﬁce for a cause greater than self

" May God bless you, and may God bless America. -

e :-‘GWB/JR/BH/DH/]r (Corres #4710061)
- {(I:borsinger.b:jjr.doc) - e
B celyn. Rogers Pres Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W
o eew Duke: Hlpp, Pres. Coires:, 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W. ST
oy {; cc: Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W.‘L R

e PRESIDENT TO SIGN

s ORY {'_February 1 2007

. -Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class ‘ r
© . -Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
vf""_,.,'Brooklyn New York i .

s Dear Students v |

“ - Thank you for sharing your views and suggestions. I always enjoy hearing frorii young Americans. -~

. I have no hrgher respon51b111ty as Pre51dent than to protect the Amencan people from danger Our troops in Iraq
o ‘.are engaged in a struggle that w111 determme the d1rect10n of the war on terror and our safety here at home By
i }‘advancmg the cause of freedom our mlhtary personnel are layrng the foundatron of peace for generatlons to .

(o . icome Mrs Bush and I encourage you to support these brave 1nd1v1duals who are servmg w1th courage and

,_ LT Vdedlcatlon j

2202007




RoRi MayGodblessyouandmayGodbless America. :

L Bikebelys e e

".}GeorgeW Bush g

R WB/JIUBH/DH/Jr (Corres #47 10054)
' (1 dlllonmJJr doc) - T
. cciJocelyn Rogers, Pres Corres 9thFL/18OO G Street NW
- cc: Duke Hipp, Pres. Coires:; 9thFL/1800GStreet N.W. R A T
el tty‘ ouser, Youth Responses 9thFL/1800 G Street NW;‘”‘_‘»_ EER OIS s P

o ,v*‘PRESIDENT TO SIGN




5 ;"Thankyou ,for sharlng,,v_j}our V1ews and suggestlons I always enjoy‘

rlng;from young Amerlcans




(1 borsmgerf.fb gt doc)
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.'*Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W oo
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xcellenc‘ 2 CharterfSchool of Bedford Stuyvesant ’ __ o
}’oklyn, NewYork U EL AL e

wsand suggestions. Talwaysenjoy

May God bless you, and may God bless America.

Sincerely,

Updated 1242006°




"{fGWB/JRﬂBHfDH/Jr (Co €s. 47 0054)

' (Ldillon:mjjr.docy T ERIEN

- eex Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. C , 9thFL/ '800GStreet NW
- cc: Dike Hipp, Pres. ‘Cortes., 9thFL/18OOGStreet N.W.

ey Betty Houser Youth Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W

g : mlly Arnold
:':‘f225 Patcherni Avenue \ S
-;fBrooklyn, New York 11233 i
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| Jamary31,2007

| Ms Borsmgers Second Grade Class ‘ R
' Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
- ;';'Brooklyn, New York R

i ,Dear Students

: __for shanng your V1ews and suggestlons I always enjoy s PR

"an people We must temain commltted to completm the = e S ZXG J-ﬁﬂ M
/‘ «.uh }‘-mu m‘ /37 <'/‘“(76"'(g£' %y uF (‘ ""zﬁ,
o besnse it there ok et vodangeth - /w,., i -

%Z“”gwé,
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George W Bush

,”-’GWB/JR/BH/DH/Jr (Corres #4710061)
et borsmger bijjr.doc) - ‘ e
0 cen Jocelyn Rogers Pres Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W

- cer Duke Hlpp, Pres. Corres 9thFL/1800 G Street N.W. _ﬁ - ,
e Betty Houser Youth’Responses 9thFL/ 1800 G Street N W
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January 29, 2007

Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Students:

Thank you for sharing your views and suggestions. I always enjoy

hearing from young Americans.

As President, my most solemn duty is to protect the security of the
American people. We must remain committed to completing the

mission in Iraq because failure there could lead to danger here at home.

lYy-
e _ our mlitary ) P4
Aane dn neicd Qe Lalls 3 by L2l Lomi @ T,
personnel't/o fight terrorism and extend freedom around the world.'/ Je ple &

Mrs. Bush and I encourage you to support these brave men and women

who are willing to sacrifice for a cause greater than self.

May God bless you, and may God bless America. \
Sincerely, Bor S‘\(\y

Updated 1.24.2006
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George W. Bush

GWB/JR/BH/DH/jr (Corres. #4710061)

(1.borsinger.b.jjr.doc)

cc: Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.
cc: Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

cc: Betty Houser, Youth Responses, 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

SEND TO:

Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class

Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
225 Patchen Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11233

Updated 1.24.2006




January 30, 2007

Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Students:

Thank you for sharing your views and suggestions. I always enjoy

—

hearing from young Americans.

I have no higher responsibility as President than to protect the

American people from danger. Our troops in Iraq are engaged in a
struggle that will determine the direction of the global war on terror and
our safety here,at home. By advancing the cause of freedom, our
mkilitary personnel are laying the foundation of peace for generations to
come. Mrs. Bush and I encourage you to support these brave

individuals who are serving with courage and dedication.
Z

!
May God bless you, and may God bless America. .~ -

Sincerely,

Updated 1.24.2006

J\

//
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George W. Bush

GWB/JR/BH/DH/jr (Corres. #4710054)

(1.dillon.m.jjr.doc)

cc: Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.
cc: Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

cc: Betty Houser, Youth Responses, 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

SEND TO:

Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class

Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
225 Patchen Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11233

Updated 1.24.2006
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January 24, 2007
}iw ¢! Scc Lees z/ /tzﬁa
Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class g fz
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant i W 5
Brooklyn, New York . / L
’ ég L&t }é [ /’ﬁ-’c#&
Dear Students:

Thank you for sharing your views and suggestions. I always enjoy

hearing from young Americans.

During this time in our country’s history, we miust Temain committed to -~

-.completing the mission in Iraq and winning the war on terror. By

advancing the cause of freedom, our military personnel are laying the

foundation of peace for generations to come.

-

Mrs. Bush and I send our best wishes. May God bless you, and may

God bless America.
Sincerely, Q@ (ﬁJ/UL.~ Jlaum M\MUM
o) b @R

George W. Bush i ﬂ\QﬂQ v - [
)

GWB/JR/BH/DH/jr (Corres. #4710061) ’ g@m ,

(1.borsinger.b.jjr.doc)

cc: Jocelyn Rogers, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.
Updated 1.24.2006
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cc: Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.
cc: Betty Houser, Youth Responses, 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

SEND TO: ‘

Ms. Borsinger's Second Grade Class

Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
225 Patchen Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11233

Updated 1.24.2006
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January 24, 2007
b

Ms. Dillon's Second Grade Class
Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
Brooklyn, New York \ewer:

A
Dear Students: Ditlon _E

Thank you for sharing your views and suggestions. I always enjoy

hearing from young Americans.

During this time in our country’s history, we must remain committed to
completing the mission in Iraq and winning the war on terror. By
advancing the cause of freedom, our military personnel are laying the

foundation of peace for generations to come.

Mrs. Bush and I send our best wishes. May God bless you, and may

God bless America.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush
Updated 1.24.2006
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"*GWB/JR/BH/DH/Jr (Corres #4710054)
S 'f(l dillon.m.jjt: doc)
S EEeH Jocelyn Rogers, Pres Corres 9thFL/ 1800 G Street'
- cc: Duke Hipp, Pres. Corres., 9thFL/1800 G Street, N.W.

W i SEND TO R
o Ms: Dlllons Second Grade Class L RN
R _",Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant
... 225Patchen Avenue e R L T
.;_._.VfBrooklyn, New York 11233 S T T
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' YP203A' GENERAL VIEWS/SUGGESTIONS (OLDER/6-12 TH GRADE)

b‘ - «letterdatey

ona mehne» RS
Cditley o

. «organizationly - ¢
£ ‘.:';,’«organlzat10n2» ST
. «addressly oo
@ddress3»
«address4» SR R R
<01ty>> «statelong» «zrp9» e

i x_.Dear «salutatron2a»

. As you continue ‘your ‘studles I hope you w1ll strlve to -learn'somethlng new every day You ‘
. canread more about i issues: that interest.you, cutrent events, and the hlstory of our country by_,.:‘
g 4 j ’V131t1ng your l1brary or by logglng onto the Whrte House websites, www. whitehousekids.gov .
e ~and www. whitehouse:gov. I also encourage youto set hlgh goals study hard, and help others
eein need Through ded1cat1on to your schoolwork and ¢ compasswn for others, you can reach

: .»'your full potential: and become a respon31ble leader m your commumty P

 Sincerely,

Released 1/27/04
Updated 1/5/07




YP-307 IRAQ

41
| 5
«letterdate» [
«nameline»
«organization1»
«address1»
«address2»

«city», «statelong» «zip9»
Dear «salutation1»:

Thank you for your correspondence about Iraq. I appreciate your taking the time to write.

WHMW By doing 50, we are dealing with
challenges now rather than leaving them for future generations.

LQ*W American military forces, along with military forces sent by our friends and allies, removed a threat
to our security and liberated the Iraqi people from Saddam Hussein’s rule. On April 22, 2006, the people of
Iraq formed a national unity government based upon the democratic constitution they approved in October
2005. We will continue to help Iragis move toward a free and prosperous nation by rebuilding infrastructure
such as schools and roads, encouraging additional international support for the Iraqi people, and delivering
food, water, medicine, and other aid to Iraqis in need. We will also continue training Iraqi security fprces,
and when the mission is complete, our troops will come home with the honor they have earned.

Your generation is growing up in a historic time when freedom is on the march and America irpr/oud to

lead the armles of liberation. The g, Unlted Sta £5, with the support of our

n. Every man and woman

s f
ourage you to support these service men and women who are willing to sacrifice for S
;jself To find out how you can assist our troops, please visit americasupportsyou.mil.

We also hope you will continue to set high standards, make good choices, and help your neighbors. Byl

reaching your full potential, you can make a difference in our world.

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless America.

Sincerely,

(o)

teqon
Updated 1/5/07




s Understand in times of danger the military families make a significant

' 'j ‘WOjo I'm glad your wife, Candy, Jomed us’ We both marned well 1

" President Bush Visits with Military Personnel and Families at Fort Benning, Georgia  Pagelof6

ic}gl chabk HERE T BRI 0

" For Immiediaté Relgase™ -

Office of the Press Secrétary .
: Jan’uar_y 11, 23007

. President Bush Vrs1ts W|th Mllltary Personnel and Famllres at Fort Bennmg, Georgla
‘Freedom Hall e ‘ , R SR _
-,,For:t_Bennlng, Georgla .

In Focus: Defense . SRR
SO | [ vioEo [N
110 P M. EST P’residvent‘s Remarks A
' THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. Please bé seated. You call him
" General, | call him "Wojo." (Laughter.) Thank you for-the: mtroductnon o S
. I'm proud to be with you. I'm proud to be at:Fort Bennlng, Georgia, homme of the Infantry lm proud to be W|th
~ those 'who have voluriteered to serve our-country, brave men and'women who understand that the awesome

responS|b|l|ty of government is to provide security to the American.people. I applaud you for your efforts l m proudiv e

~ tobe your Commander-ln Chief. And I'm honored to have Iunch W|th you

I'm only sorry that' my wife hasn't jomed me: She s the better half of
‘ our deal. (Laughter ) But she’ sends her- Iove and her respect

e Speaklng about famrhes | have the greatest of respect for not only ‘
‘those of you who wear the uniform, but your families, as well. | fully .

~ sacrifice. And so on behalf of a grateful nation, | say thanks to the
families of the soldiers here at Fort Benmng, Georgla (Applause )

appreciate traveling here: today W|th the United States Congressman — -
who represents this area, Congressman Sanford Bishop. Thank you for coming, Congressman (App

o I'm pleased that Congressman Lynn Westmoreland -- he |s from the dlstrlct nght north of here -- has jomed us ®

today Lynn thank you for bemg here (Applause)

g appremate the Mayor of Columbus Georgla Mayor Wetherlngton Mr Mayor thank you for belng here Thanks .

for.coming. (Applause.) Mayor Hardin, of Phenix City,- Alabama has’ Jomed us. Mr. Mayor appreciate you: comlng ,

(Applause ) | know you didn't ask, neither of the Mayors asked, but sometlmes I like to remind them, jUSt go e

;v."ahead and fill the potholes. (Laughter ) lm not suggestlng there are any, |t's jUSt my. adwce o

. ,‘I appremate all the OffIClaIS Iocal off|C|als who' are here | can't thank the commanders of the base who ha 2
. arranged this visit - | do want to thank Keith Lovejoy, Colonel Keith Lovejoy, Garrlson Commander of Fort
‘Bennlng, and his wife, Carol; Sergeant Major Doug Greenway, h|s W|fe JoAnn : : : :

: 'AUDIENCE MEMBER Hooahl
- ~THE PRESIDENT You ve got a l|ttle bit of a followmg here (Laughter )

l appremate all the cwlllan personnel that have Jomed us to help make this base run. You know ‘our bases cannot :
* run'without the important contributions. of civilians, and.| appreciate your-effortin helping this fine base survive.
“This is a really important place. This is a- place that has a long tradition of turning civilians into highly skllled

~ soldiers. And | can't'thank you enough for the contr|but|on you re maklng to the secunty of this country

o "l“There s a Iot of h|story here at Fort Bennlng, Georgla A Iot of folks have Ieft thls base to defend freedom and pass; -

,http:_//vvww.whi‘tehouse.‘gov/néWs/r‘ele’aseS/2007/0l/p'rint/20070111'—‘7.htﬁ1’1 T 1302007



'*\?_e_ng_rny:and once again the men and women of Fort Benning

' ‘, killed innocent people and they were effective at- spawnrng sectanan
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the peace And | apprecrate the fact - and | know you do, as weII == that you're part of along tradltron of people: i
who have made incredibly important sacrifices so that hundreds of mrllrons of people would enjoy the blessrngs of S
‘ Ilberty and freedom and the world erI be more peaceful s o

And that's what we're here to. celebrate todayJQnaSeptember the ‘

T
Hithy -0lFRation-saw firsthand | the destructive vision-ef-a-new-kind-of

answered the call-to protect our country from that enemy. You know;, ||
knew that right after the attacks, the American psyche being what it -
~ is, people:would tend to forget the grave threat posed by these
‘people. | knew that. As a matter of fact, | was hoping that would
happen so that life would go on. But the fortunate thing for this .
‘ country is that those who wear the uniform have never forgotten the
threat You understand the stakes

w ”“I‘.@

bea T

“"You know, the Rangers from the Third Battalion of the 75th reglment
led the way when it came to upholding doctrine that said, if you = ‘ ‘ ‘
- harbor a terrorist, you're equally as guilty as the terrorists, and helped Ilberate Afghanlstan The first flght of thrs L

new war was:in that faraway place. Soldiers from Fort Benning led the way St

The Thlrd Brrgade Combat Team of the Thrrd Infantry Division took up the sledgehammer to heIp Irberate

Baghdad. One soldier from Fort Benning, Sergeant First Class Paul R. Smith of the Third Infantry Division;, went -

into Iraq. He was there when they surprised about a hundred of Saddam Hussein's Republican Guard. They were

. attacked, and Sergeant Smith manned a 50- caliber machine gun atop a damaged armored vehicle to protect his-
“men. He continued to fire from an exposed position. He took a fatal round. He saved more than a hundred Ilves of

Amencan soldlers He recerved the Medal of Honor. (Applause) ‘ : » :

Thrs is the krnd of remarkable courage found throughout the - throughout the men and women on thrs base
- Troops from:Fort Benning are now servrng in Iraq right now, helprng to protect the troops and the Iraqr cxtlzens .
tralnrng Iraqr secunty forces : L L R _ ! R

You re dorng somethlng else remarkable here reburldrng schools and helprng rmprove lives. Everywhere that
_ _warriors from this base serve, you leave your mark and I belleve it will be a legacy of hope and freedom and
peace . S , ,

Last night [ talked about a new strategy for Iraq and I want to share some thoughts with you about that You i

- know; in 2005, |'was able to report to the country that nearly 12 million Iragis had cast their ballots in a remarkable
~élection. | hope: you still remember the moments when people were proudly-able to wave their flngers saying, we
- have'shed ourselves from a tyrant and we're able to express our individual wills about the future of our couritry. 1

~ believe that 2005 would have been‘a -- we would have completed a lot of the mission and that would had- been
trarnrng the Iraqis so they would be |n the Iead that they would be in'a posrtlon to uphold the wrshes of the 12
m|lI|on people that voted. . S L . :

In sprte of the. remarkable progress 2006 turned out drfferently than 1
““had anticipated. And it did because there's an enemy there that
recognizes that the advance of freedom is in contrast to their hopes.
_and.their dreams. They can't stand the thought of a free society. Al -

" Qaeda and foreigners and radicals took action trying to.spur-

- sectarian violence. They bombed holy -- important holy site, they

N vrolence

The sxtuatron in Iraq is difficult, no questron about it. It's a difficult trme
_in'Iraq because the sectarian Violence needs to be challenged and

stopped in order for this young society to advance. Yet, it's important ™=
- for our fellow citizens to uadérstand: thatfailure-in-lIraq.would be a drsaster for our futdre’ And here's why. Oneof -
~ the wisest comments I've heard about this battle in Iraq was made by General John Abizaid -- smart guy; a great
“ soldier. He told me -- he said, Mr. President, if we were to fail in Iraq, the enemy would follow us here to- America.
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Itf{‘ardmff@mnrtil«unrdmfwar iy h'chfal urelat 'f*tlmld%%"ﬂldﬁlead risEsERiEiesat-horme. It's
important for our citizens to understand that as tempting as it might be, to'understand the consequences of
“leaving before the job is done, radical Islamic extremists would grow in strength. They would be emboldened. It
would make.it easier to recruit for their cause. They would be in a position to do that which they have said they
want to do, whlch is to topple moderate governments to spread thelr radlcal vision across an |mportant region of
the world. B ,

Imagrne what wouId happen if these extremists who hate Amerlca and our way of l|fe galned control of energy

" reserves. You can bet they would use those reserves to blackmail economies in order to achieve their objective. If

we were to leave before the job is done, if we were to fail in Iraqg, Iran would be emboldened in its pursuit of )
nuclear weapons. Our enemies would have safe havens’ from which to launch attacks People would look: back at

this moment in history and say, what happened to them in America? How come they couldn't see the threats to a

- future generatlon’? That is why we must and we WI|| succeed in Iraq (Applause )

"'."them

- * there must be a clear military mission. That's what the military people

. The 1most_ u‘rgent priority fOr SUCCeSS in lraq is Secu'rity, especially‘i'n
~Baghdad. Only the Iraqis can end sectarian violence. That's their job.
- The Iragis must secure their people. The government recognizes
they've got to do so, and they've putforth a plan. | received their plan,
* their version of the plan when'| was in Jordan. The Prime Minister
came arid said, look, | understand we've got to do something about
this violence, and here is what | suggest we do. Our commanders
Iooked at it, helped fine- tune it so it would work. o

25l
Pin0)

The pIan baS|cally calls for the government to appoint a military
commander for Baghdad, which they have done. And they've got the
city divided into nine divisions in which there will be 18 Iragi Army and
Natlonal Police brigades operating out of local police stations to set .
. up checkpoints, to knock on doors and take a census, to let them'

" know.that there is an army presence in the nerghborhood to protect

‘ The commanders on the ground in Irag, people who | listen to -- by

-the way, that's what you want your Commander-in-Chief to do. You
don't want decisions being made based upon politics, or focus
groups, or political polls. You want your military decisions being made
by military experts. And they analyzed the plan and they said to me,

“and to the Iragi government, this won't work unless we help them

- There needs tobe a blgger presence :

'And there needs to be a blgger presence because in the past we wouId go'in with Iraq|s and clear a s
neighborhood of extremists and terrorists, and then there wouldn't be enough troops to hold the nelghborhood So -
our kids would do a lot of hard work, and insurgents and terrorists and killers would generally not want to engage
our troops -- probably a pretty smart decision on their part: But when they did, they:would find justice, and then
we'd go on to another aSS|gnment -and they'd come back-in the neighborhood. And it's frustrating to our troops A

it's equally frustrating to the Iraqi C|t|zens who want to I|ve in peace. Thats what they want. They want to.be able

- to have a peaceful l|fe G .

. And so our commanders looked at the plan and sald Mr PreS|dent |t's not going to work until -- - unless we .
support -- provide more troops. And so last night | told the country. that I've committed an additional -- a little over
20,000 more troops, five brigades. of which will be in Baghdad. They're gonng to-work alongside the Iraqi units..
-They wnll be embedded in Iraqgi units. They will help the Iraqls take the lead in securlng the neighborhoods. - -

They re goin‘g to have a well- defined mission You hear peOple say,

- have said to.me. The mission is to help’ Iraqls clear and secure -

~ neighborhoods, to help Iragis protect the local population, and to
‘ensure that the Iraqi forces that are left behind will be capable of
providing the securlty necessary in the capltal city of Iraq That s the -
‘ m|SS|on :
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- asked General Casey, can we accomplish that mlssmn’? He sald you bet, we can accompllsh that mission. Its
got enough troops to accomplish the mission. But one other thing must happen -- that our troops and lraqt troops

~ must have proper rules of engagement, In-other words, there can't be politics interfering with the action:of our -

- troops. The American people say, welI you trled It before -- and ‘we did. They said, what went wrong , what's'

: drfferent’? ' : . t

Well, whats new about this plan-is there WI” be enough troops to cIear build and hold; and that our troops W|II be :
able to move alongside the Iragis without political interference, and that's very important. It's important for our™ - -
troops to hear, and it's important for the American people to khow, this is new. This is something different that
enables the mllrtary folks to predict that we will succeed in helping quell sectarian violence in Baghdad

- The other thmg that's going to have to happen is that the government of Irag must exhibit the will necessary to
*“succeed. It's one thing to develop a plan, it's another thing to see it through. The Prime Minister and | have had ..
-~ some plain talking. | have made it clear that. the patience of the American people is not unlimited. And now is the’,._
 «time to act. It's time to act not only for our sake lts time’ to act for the sake of people in Iraq. Shia and Sunnl

: .mothers want their chlldren to grow up in peace : :

" "The Prtme Mlnlster has pledged that polltlcal or sectartan tnterference erI not be tolerated He has sald this

g publicly. The new strategy is not- going to yleld immediate results. It's going to take awhile. The American people o

.- and the government have got to step up and lead. | was heartened by

. the resolve that I've seen in the last couple of days; the resolve of the
“..government, and the resolve of the Iraqi troops. They fought bravely = -

" beside.U-S. forces in Baghdad to rout out insurgents and terrorists - - s

E ylitou’gh battle, with‘ the Iraqis in the Iead and our,folks helping th’em;
1 . clear that illegal militias, including the Mahdi Army, have a choice to

» ;.,Ieadershlp | expect, and the American people expect. Our support is

. have got to-understand that su10|de bombmgs won't stop lmmedlater The IED attacks won't stop lmmedtately

. Yet over time, we can expect to see posrtrve results and that would be the Iraqrs chasmg down the murderers
- that there will be fewer brazen acts of terror inside of Baghdad; that there will be growing-trust between.the .
- different neighborhoods. In other words, you'll begin to see a society that is somewhat more peaceful. Daily life
-will improve, the Iragis will gain confidence in.their leaders, and the government will have the breathing space- . -,
. necessary to be able to do.other things, to do the politics necessary, to reconicile, to pass an oil law, to @llow.there
- to be provincial elections, to make sure that. deBaathification rules are altered, to say to people this somety isa
unified society:. In other words, to I|sten to the WI|| of the 12 million people that voted. .

We ~it's tnteresttng -- you know, | menttoned that the Prlme Mlnlster

- along Haifa Street. | don't know if you followed that-battle, but it was a

Yesterday, the resolve was seen when Prtme thster Mallkl made it

" ‘make: either lay down your arms or face justice. That's the kind of -
. -leadership that the Iraqi people expect. And that's the kind of

. .not open-ended. If the Iragis demonstratea willingness to fight for a better future we'll help them Its in‘our

- interests that we do so. Not only do we expect to see action mllltarlly, as I mentloned we expect to see them fulfill -
the benchmarks that they Iald out for thelr people :

_We re gomg to help them. | was telling the. General we'll double the number of provincial reconstruction teams:; our
- commanders and civilians will have greater flexibility to spend money on the ground. For those of you who have . -
~ been there, it's called CERP money. You know it's an effective tool to heIp part of the "build" part of "clear" -- build:

: and hold. But their government has got to come in behind us. o :

- I was pleased to see that the Iraqt government pledged $10 billion of thetr own money to help thts government B

, show the people that beyond just security there needs to bean Improvement in life, that people have got to have -
- -seea better life in order for thls government to work

- ',‘?“Last nrght l also talked about Anbar. Provnnce It's |mportant for the American people to understand aI Qaeda st|II
©"is'in Iraq. As a matter of fact, they made it clear their ambitions in Iraq These are the same folks that came and -
. ;;klIIed about 3, OOO of our cmzens Thetr goaI in. Iraq is'to topple the government topple democracy :
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See; their vision of life,
‘theirideology can't stand
the thought of free.
societies in their midst.
" They're totalitarians. You |
do it this way, or else, is |
their attitude about
. -government. They don't
- believe in freedoms, like
freedom to worship. 1,

‘about religion, these are ' :

~murderers. They use murder as a tool to achieve their objective. Relrgrous people don't murder They may clalm ’
" they're rellglous but when you kill an innocent woman; or a child to create a political end that's not my view of
, rellglon And yet there are a Iot of peaceful rellglous people in the Middle East. R

f These people need to be stopped They can't stand the thought of the- lraqls being able to worshrp freely They
want safe haven, and they' ve chosen Anbar as their place to achleve safe haven

fWe ve got alot of really f|ne troops ﬂghtmg al Qaeda and we re maklng progress There s a lot of pressure on:.
them in Anbar. Interestingly. enough, a lot of shelkhs have decided to join in the fight against al Qaeda: They're

~ tired of foreigners-and killers in-their midst. That's what the commanders have told me. And they believe we. have el

a good opportunity to really crush this group of folks. And that's why Ive commltted 4 000 addltlonal troops into

R Anbar as well as the troops |nto Baghdad

' The purpose really is to crush these lnsurrectlons now, so that the -- democracy in Iraq can develop, has a
" chance to make it. That's why | made the decision | made. | understand the consequences of failure; they're not -
acceptable. And so | thought long and hard how best to succeed. That's what I'm interested in, is success. The

X : Amerlcan people are mterested in success.. And | Iald out a plan that is our best- chance for success.

i It's also |mportant for our crtlzens to understand that lraq must be viewed in the larger.context of the Mlddle East. ‘

It's important for Iran and Syria to understand that we will disrupt their- attacks on our forces, that.we will mterrupt S

& thie flow of support from Iran and Syria. We'll seek out and destroy the networks prowdlng advanced weaponry L
P and tralnlng to our enemles in Iraq. v ML R

v:/

Iran s deS|re to have a nuclear weapon has caught the attentlon of the world Itis a very dangerous - that would .i L ; _,
o __be a dangerous situation if the Iranians were.able to achleve a nuclear weapon. We will continue to pressure lran R
. "and call upon the world to do so, to end |ts nuclear weapons ambltlons . .

| made a statement last night that. l had ordered the deployment of an addltronal carrier strlke group to the reglon
| also talked about Patriot missile systems in the region, to help others deal with the external threats. We will use
_our full d|plomat|c resources throughout the Mlddle East : : . -

lt's very |mportant for people to understand -- put th|s situation in lraq ina larger context, and that is the - .
" ideological war that we're seeing. | talked to you about the consequences of failure. The best way to defeat the .
- - totalitarian.of hate is with an ideology. of hope -- an ideology of hate -- excuse me -- with an ideology of hope. It
matters whether or not people are resentful in the Middle East. It matters if people are hateful and look to strike
~ out at'a convenient target in the Middle East. Our security depends on there to be a alternative to the |deology of
hate. Because if there S resentment and hate |ts easrer to recrurt 19 k|ds to get onan alrplane and. k|ll 3,000
”people . o . ‘ :

: And therefore in the long run, your chlldren and grandchlldren are more Ilkely to I|ve in peace with the advent of
* liberty. And I'm confident that there are millions of people who are desirous to live in a free society, regardless. of
_their religion; becausé | believe in the unlversallty of freedom. | believe there's an Almighty, and | believe a gift of ..

e the Almighty to every soul is the désire to be free. That's what | believe. And so it did not surprise me when L

' 'people defied car bombers and killers to vote, to send a srgnal l want to be free

_. And the task, |mmed|ate task of Amerlca and the Iong range goal of th|s country must be to help those who o
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' desrre to I|ve in free societies to do S0, for the sake of peace for our own chxldren And that's the call. And lt'

-going. to require sacrifice, and | appreciate the sacrifices our troops are willing to make. Some units are going to
have to deploy earlier than scheduled as a result of the decision.| made. Some will remain deponed longer than

*originally antrcnpated 1 will work with you and the Congress to provide all the resources you need in'this war on -
‘terror, and that means good equ:pment and training, good housing. | understand full well, if you re famrly is happy, .

‘ _‘you re happy The same thlng in my house by the way. (Laughter )

N belleve it's tmportant to.increase the end strength of the Unrted States Army so it can remain engaged -
(applause.) If this is a long struggle, now is the time to prepare this country and.our military for this long struggle

- lt's'important for our citizens to understand that the terrorists and extremlsts are as brutal an enemy as this

- country has ever faced. There are no rules of warfare. They don't - they will kill you in @ minute in order to . :
- achieve an obJectrve And I Know: we re gomg to face dlf‘flCUltIeS as we take on thrs lmportant duty and task andso
,.do you ‘ , v : , , RO

You know first hand that - what it means to lose @ ‘comrade. My view is that it is important for us to succeed $0°
that comrade would not have dred in vain. It's |mportant to Ieave behind a better world as the sacrifices.that all -
; have made : _ :

There is no doubt in my. mind we will prevarl It will require patrence and determination. It will require our-military to
do what you have done every time this government has asked of you. It will require the full resolve of not only this

government, but future governments that will be following this one. Every time this country has been tested, we've

responded. As | said last nrght we have defied the pessimists, and we will do-so agarn in this first battle of the :
: 21st century. :

‘:God bless. (Applause )

END'1 40 P.M. EST

5 Return to this artlcle at: ‘ ' '
‘hitp://www.whitehiouse. qov/news/releases/2007/01/200701 11 7. html
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SLR 105 RECENTLY LEARNED TROOP SUPPORT

«letterdate»

«nameline»

«titlen

«organizationl»
«organization2»
«address1»

«address2»

«address3»

«address4»

«city», «statelong» «zip»

Dear «salutationl»:

I appreciate your good work on behalf of the men and women in our
Nation's Armed Forces.

During this time in our country's history, we look to our m111tary '
personnel%ﬁghtt«i‘onsm and extend freedom around the world.
By answering the call of duty, our men and women in uniform serve
as examples of patriotism and dedication.

Thank you for suppoﬂmg these braye.individuals who are willing to “

sacrifice for a gause greater than self. Your efforts reflect the spirit
of our Nation. May God bless you, and may God continue to bless
America.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
GWB/MM/EH/AC/«staff»  (Corres. #«out_id»)
SLR105

cc: Marguerite Murer, Pres. Correspondence 9th FL/1800 G Street
cc: Betty Houser, Student Correspondence 9th FL/1800 G Street

Released 8/10/05
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Presndents Remarks

' _'913PM EST

THE PRESIDENT Thank you very much And tomght l have a hrgh privilege and distinct honor of my own ~as “ '
the fi rst Presrdent to begrn the State of the Unlon message with these words: Madam Speaker (Applause )

In hrs day, the late Congressman Thomas D'Alesandro Jr from Baltlmore Maryland ‘saw Presidents’ Roosevelt
~and Truman at this rostrum. But nothing could compare with the sight of his only daughter, Nancy, presiding B
o tonrght as Speaker of the House of Representatlves (Applause ) Congratulatrons Madam Speaker (Applause )

Two members of the House and Senate are not with us tonrght and
~we pray for the recovery and speedy return of Senator Trm Johnson X
-and Congressman Charlie Non/vood (Applause ) * :

"Madam Speaker Vrce Presrdent Cheney, members of Congress
.,drstrngurshed guests and fellow crtrzens .

The rlte of custom brlngs us together at a defrnlng hour - when
.~ decisions are hard and courage is needed. We enter the year 2007
. with large endeavors underway, and others that are ours to begin. In
~all of this, much is asked of us. We must have the will to face difficult
‘challenges and determlned enemies -- and the W|sdom to face them
together - . , . v

- »Some in thrs chamber are new to the House and the Senate -= and I
~ -congratulate the Democrat majority. (Applause.) Congress has
_changed, but not our responsibilities. Each of us is guided by our own
convictions -- and to these we must stay faithful. Yet we're all held to
- “the same standards, and called to serve the same good purposes: To
 “extend this nation's prosperity; to spend the people's money wisely;
_to solve problems, not leave them to future generations; to guard
- America against all evil; and to keep faith with those we have sent
.forth to defend us. (Applause )

_ We re not the first to come here with a government dlvrded and SR
“uncertainty in the air. Like many before us, we can work through our dlfferences and achieve brg thrngs for the .
-American people. Our citizens don't much care which side of the aisle we sit on -- as lohg as we're willing to cross -
~that aisle when there is work to bé done. (Applause.) Our job is to make life better for our fellow Amerrcans and
jto help | them to burld a future of hope and opportunrty - and thls is the busrness before us tonlght

A future of hope and: opportunrty beglns with a growmg economy - and that is what we have. We're now: |n the
41st month of uninterrupted job growth, in a recovery that has created 7.2 million new jobs --so far. .- - :
Unemployment |s low, |nﬂatlon is low, and wages are. rrsrng This economy is on the move, and OUI‘]Ob is to: keep .
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" rt that way, not wrth more government but wrth more enterprlse (Applause )

Next week Il dellver a fuIl report on the state of our economy Tonlght ) want to drscuss three economrc reforms .
: that deserve to be- prlormes for this Congress ' . ; E SR

- First, we must balance the federal. budget (Applause ) We can do so
" without ralsmg taxes.:(Applause.) What we need to do is impose
. spending discipline in Washington, D.C. We set a-goal of cutting the
. deficit in half by 2009, and met that goal three years ahead of

‘weeks, | will submit a budget that eliminates the federal deficit thhln
‘the next five years. (Applause.) | ask you to make the same §
. commitment. Together, we can restrain the spending appetlte of the
- ~federal government, and we can balance the federal budget ‘

" (Applause ) :

.- Next there is the matter of earmarks These specral mterest |tems »
- are often slipped into bills at the last hour -- when not even C-SPAN: is watchlng (Laughter) In 2005 alone, the -
‘number of earmarks grew to over 13,000 and totaled nearly $18 billion. Even worse, over 90 percent of earmarks
never make it to the floor of the House and Senate -- they are dropped into'committee reports that are not even-

part of the bill that arrives on my desk. You didn't vote themrinto law. 1 didn't sign them into law.. Yet, they re.

-~ treated as if they have the force of law. The time has come to end this practlce So let us work together to reform -

“ the budget process, expose every earmark to the Ilght of. day and to a vote in Congress and cut the number and
cost of earmarks at Ieast in half by the end of th|s sessmn (Applause ) ‘ -

And fmaIIy, to keep this economy strong we must take on the challenge of entrtlements SOCIa| Securlty 2 -
"Medlcare and Medicaid are commitments of conscience, and so itiis our duty to keep them permanently sound-‘f" e
",.'_Yet we're failing in that duty. And this failure will one-day leave our children with three bad options: huge tax o
_“increases, huge deficits, or huge and immediate cuts in benefits. Everyone in this chamber knows this to be tru"" S
- -'yet somehow we have not found it in ourselves to act. So let us work together and do it now. With enough good T
' ‘sense and gooderI you and 1can f|x Medlcare and Medrcald -- and save: Social Securlty (Applause ) :

“,'\Spreadmg opportumty and hope in Amerlca also requrres publrc schools that give chrldren the knowledge and

‘character they need in life. Five years ago, we rose above partisan differences to pass the No Child Left Behind.:

Act, preserving local control, raising 'standards, and holding those schools accountable for results. And because .
we acted, students are performlng better in readlng and math and m|nor|ty students are cIosrng the achievement -

_gap.

Now the task i is to bUIld on the success wrthout waterrng down standards wrthout taklng control from locaI _
'communltres and without backsliding and calling it reform. We can lift student achievement even higher by glvmg b
local leaders flexibility to turn around failing schools; and by giving families with children stuck in failing schools 7+

~the nght to choose someplace better. (Applause.) We must increase funds’ for students who struggle -- and make

* suré these children get the special help they need. (Applause.) And we can make sure our children are prepared
“for the jobs of the future and our country is more competitive by strengthemng ‘math and science skills; The-No Lo
Child Left Behind Act has worked for Amerlca S chrldren - and | ask Congress to reauthorrze thls good Iaw DR T

o (Applause )

. - affordable and available health care: (Applause ) When it comes to -
* health care, government has an obllgat|on to care for the elderly, the

A future of hope and opportunlty requwes that alI out cmzens have

disabled, and poor children. And we will meet those: responsibilities.
Forall other Americans, private health insurance'is the best way to -
meeét their needs. (Applause.) But many Amencans cannot afford a
health msurance policy.’ ‘

' -And SO tonlght | propose two’ new initiatives to help more Amerlcans
afford their own insurance. First, | propose-a standard tax deduction

for health insurance that will be like the standard tax deductron for
, ‘dependents Famllles wrth health xnsurance erI pay no mcome on o
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‘ payroll tax == or payroll taxes on $15, 000 of thelr mcome Slngle Amencans with health msurance WI|| pay no
- .income or payroll.taxes on $7, 500 of their income. With this reform, more than 100 million men, women, and;

5 children who are now covered by-employer- provnded insurance will benefit from lower tax bills. At the same tlme

“this reform will-level the playing field for those who do not get. health insurance through their job. For Amerlcans

" * " who now purchase health insurance on their own, this proposal would mean a substantial tax savmgs = $4,500
“for afamily of four making $60,000-a year. And for the millions of other Americans who'have no health insurance -

% 'health insurance to those most in heed.

- “atall, this deduction would help put a basic private health insurance plan within their reach: Changmg the tax
: -code isa. V|tal and necessary step to maklng health care affordable for more Americans. (Applause ). il

"My second proposal is to help the: states that are comlng up w1th

- innovative ways to-cover the uninsured. States that make basic
private-health insurance available to all their citizens should receive
- federal funds to help them provide this coverage to the poor- and the

_sick. | have asked the Secretary of Health and Human Services to

~.work with' Congress to take existing federal funds and use them to
create "Affordable Choices" grants. These grants would give our’
nation's governors more money and more.flexibility to get pnvate T'

There are many other ways that Congress can help We need to
expand Health Savings Accounts. (Applause. ) We need to help:small
businesses through Association Health Plans.. (Applause.) We need to reduce costs and medical errors W|th
better information technology. (Applause.) We will-encourage price transparency. And to protect good doctors
_ from junk lawsuits, we passing medical liability reform. (Applause.) In all we do, we must remember that the best
' health care decisions are made not by government and insurance companles but by patients and.their doctors

: (Applause ) : : .

"Extendmg hope and opportumty inour country requwes an lmmtgratlon system worthy of Amerlca - W|th laws that

- are fair and borders that are secure. When laws and borders are routinely violated, this harms the interests of our

- America generates electric power, by even greater use of clean c0al

B ,country To secure our border we're doubllng the size of the Border Patrol and fundtng new mfrastructure and L
technology . » : L

; V‘Yet even W|th all these steps we cannot fuIIy secure the border unless we take pressure off the border -- and that =
requires a temporary worker program. We. should éstablish a legal and orderly path for forelgn workers to enter- ,
" our country to work on-a temporary basis. As a result, they won't have to try to sneak in, and that will leave Border =~
Agents free to chase down drug smugglers and criminals and terrorists. (Applause.) We'll enforce our |mmlgrat|on

laws at the work site and give employers the tools to verlfy the Iegal status of their workers so there' s no excuse -
left for vrolatlng the law (Applause ) : e

L We need to uphold the great tradltlon of the meltmg pot that welcomes and assnmllates new arrlvals (Applause )
We need to resolve the status of the illegal |mm|grants who are already in ‘our country without an|m03|ty and
without amnesty. (Applause.) Convictions run deep in this Capitol when it comes to |mm|grat|on Letus havea .
.. serious, civil, and conclusive debate so that you can ‘pass, and | can sign, comprehenswe |mm|gratlon reform |nto ‘
O law. (Applause ) A , v

’ Extendmg hope and opportunlty depends ona stable supply of
_energy that keeps America's economy running and America's

_environment clean. For too long our nation has been dependent on

foreign oil. And this.dependence leaves us more vulnerable to hostile g
. regimes; and to terrorists -- who could cause huge disruptions of oil -

shipments, and raise the pnce of oil, and do great harm to our
economy S

: jlt's in-our. V|tal mterest to dlverS|fy America's energy supply - the way | =
. forward is through technology. We must continue changing the way

technology, solar and wind energy, and clean, safe nuclear power..
~ (Applause.) We need to press on with battery research for plug-in
o ”and hybrld vehicles, and expand the use of clean dlesel vehlcles and

. ‘_http //www whltehouse gov/news/releases/2007/01/pr1nt/20070123 2htm1 o R - 1/30/2007 B
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biodiesel fuel. (Applause.) We must continue investing in new
methods of producing ethanol -- (applause) -- using everything from wood chips to grasses, to agricultural

We made a lot of progress, thanks to good policies here in Washington and the strong response of the market.
And now even more dramatic advances are within reach. Tonight, | ask Congress to join me in pursuing a great
goal. Let us build on the work we've done and reduce gasoline usage in the United States by 20 percent in the
next 10 years. (Applause.) When we do that we will have cut our total imports by the equivalent of three-quarters
of all the oil we now import from the Middle East.

To reach this goal, we must increase the supply of alternative fuels, by setting a mandatory fuels standard to
require 35 billion gallons of renewable and alternative fuels in 2017 -- and that is nearly five times the current
target. (Applause.) At the same time, we need to reform and modernize fuel economy standards for cars the way
we did for light trucks -- and conserve up to 8.5 billion more gallons of gasoline by 2017.

Achieving these ambitious goals will dramatically reduce our dependence on foreign oil, but it's not going to
eliminate it. And so as we continue to diversify our fuel supply, we must step up domestic oil production in
environmentally sensitive ways. (Applause.) And to further protect America against severe disruptions to our oil
supply, | ask Congress to double the current capacity of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. (Applause.)

America is on the verge of technological breakthroughs that will
enable us to live our lives less dependent on oil. And these
technologies will help us be better stewards of the environment, and
they will help us to confront the serious challenge of global climate
change. (Applause.)

A future of hope and opportunity requires a fair, impartial system of
justice. The lives of our citizens across our nation are affected by the
outcome of cases pending in our federal courts. We have a shared
obligation to ensure that the federal courts have enough judges to
hear those cases and deliver timely rulings. As President, | have a T ———— w—
duty to nominate qualified men and women to vacancies on the federal bench. And the United States Senate has
a duty, as well, to give those nominees a fair hearing, and a prompt up-or-down vote on the Senate floor.
(Applause.)

For all of us in this room, there is no higher responsibility than to protect the people of this country from danger.
Five years have come and gone since we saw the scenes and felt the sorrow that the terrorists can cause. We've
had time to take stock of our situation. We've added many critical protections to guard the homeland. We know
with certainty that the horrors of that September morning were just a glimpse of what the terrorists intend for us --
unless we stop them.

With the distance of time, we find ourselves debating the causes of conflict and the course we have followed.
Such debates are essential when a great democracy faces great questions. Yet one question has surely been
settled: i i pplause.)

From the start, America and our allies have protected our people by staying on the offense. The enemy knows
that the days of comfortable sanctuary, easy movement, steady financing, and free flowing communications are
long over. For the terrorists, life since 9/11 has never been the same.

Our success in this war is often measured by the things that did not
happen. We cannot know the full extent of the attacks that we and
our allies have prevented, but here is some of what we do know: We
stopped an al Qaeda plot to fly a hijacked airplane into the tallest
building on the West Coast. We broke up a Southeast Asian terror
cell grooming operatives for attacks inside the United States. We
uncovered an al Qaeda cell developing anthrax to be used in attacks
against America. And just last August, British authorities uncovered a §
plot to blow up passenger planes bound for America over the Atlantic
Ocean. For each life saved, we owe a debt of gratitude to the brave

http://www.whitehouse. gov/news/releases/2007/01/print/20070 123-2.html 1/30/2007
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' - Every success agarnst the terrorrsts is a remlnder of the shoreless ambrtrons of thrs enemy. The evrl that msprred
, ‘and rejorced in 9/11 is still at work in the world And SO long as thats the case, America is stlll a natlon at war :

) These men are not given to idle words, and they arejust one camp in
. the Islamist radical movement. In recent times, it has also become -
- clear that we face an escalating danger from Shia extremists'who are
" just as hostile to America, and are also determined to dominate the -
' - Middle East. Many are known to take direction from the regime in
. “Iran, which is funding and arming terrorists like Hezbollah - a group
‘ ‘"fsecond only to al Qaeda in the Amerlcan Ilves it has taken

"""v,:‘The Shla and Sunnl extremrsts are dlfferent faces of the same -
totalitarian threat. Whatever slogans they chant, when they slaughter‘
“the innocent they have the same wicked purposes. They want to kill -

D . S R
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: publlc servants who devote their Ilves to- f|nd|ng the terrorrsts and
: stopplng them (Applause) : ‘ e

‘ . : :~In the mind of the terrorlst thls war began weIl before September the 11th and will not end until therr radrcal
~ vision is fulfilled. And these past five years have given us-a-much clearer view of the nature of this enemy. Al

Qaeda and its followers are Sunni extremists, possessed. by hatred and commanded by a harsh and narrow

ideology. Take-almost any prrncrple of civilization, and their- goal is'the opposite. They preach W|th threats,. mstruct
wrth bullets and bombs and promlse paradlse for the murder of the mnocent :

‘ Our enemres are qurte explrcrt about their rntentrons They want to overthrow moderate governments ‘and

" establish safe havens from which to plan and carry out new attacks on our country. By killing and terrorrzrng

. Americans, they want to’ force our country to retreat from the world and abandon the cause of liberty. They would:
then be free to impose their will and spread their totalitarian ideology- Listen to this. warning from the late terrorist -

Zarqawr "We will sacrifice our blood and bodies to put.an end to your drears, and what is coming is even

o 'worse " Osama bin Laden declared: "Death |s better than Ilvmg on thrs Earth wrth the unbelrevers among us:"

Americans, kill democracy in the Middle East and galn the weapons

e f"to k||l on an even more hOl‘I’lfIC scale

-~_7'_‘.In the srxth yéar since our natlon was attacked I wrsh l could report to you that the dangers had ended They
o have rot. And so it remains the policy of this government to use every lawful and proper tool of. intelligence, .
- diplomacy, law enforcement, and mrlrtary actlon to do our. duty, to flnd these enemles and to protect the Amencan :
-'people (Applause ) . ' . .

. %‘Thrs war rs more than a clash of arms - |t isa decrsrve |deolog|cal struggle and the securlty of our natlon is: in the . ff
- ‘balance. To prevail, we must remove the conditions that inspire blind hatred, and drove 19 men to get onto BRI
arrplanes and to come and Kill us. What every terrorlst fears most is human freedom S

R socretles where men and women make therr own chorces answer to therr own conscience, and I|ve by thelr
‘hopes instead of their resentrients. Free people are not drawn to vrolent and mallgnant ideologies -- and. most wrll :
choose a better way when they're given a chance. So we advance our own security interests by helping - ERERE.
moderates and reformers and brave voices for democracy. The great questlon of our.day is whether Amerrca wrll e
~~help men and women in the Middle East to build free societies- and share in the rrghts of all humanlty And I say,
o -for the sake of our own securrty, we must (Applause ) . : . .

T In the Iast two years, we've seen the desrre for I|berty in the broader Mlddle East -- and we have been sobered by =
“the enemy's fierce reaction. In-2005, the worId watched as the citizens of Lebanon raised the banner of the Cedar

Revolution, they drove out the Syrian occupiers and chose new leaders in free elections. In 2005, the people of B

» ”Afghanlstan defied the terrorists and elected a democratic Ieglslature And in 2005, the Iraqi people held three .
~ - -national elections, choosing a transrtronal government adoptlng the most progressive, democratic constitution in
" “the Arab world, and then electlng a government under that constrtutlon ‘Despite endless. threats from the killers in .

their midst, nearly 12 million Iraqi citizens came out to vote in-a show of hope and solldarlty that we should never

- ~forget (Applause )
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~ Athinking enemy
- watched all of these

 struck back. In Lebanon,
- assassins took the life of
* prominent participant in

- Hezbollah terrorists, with
- support from Syria and
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scenes, adjusted their
tactics, and in 2006 they

Pierre Gemayel, a

the Cedar Revolution.

Iran, sowed conflict in the
region‘and are seeking to
undermine Lebanon's
legitimately elected
government. In
Afghanistan, Taliban and al Qaeda fighters tried to regain power by regrouprng and engaging Afghan and NATO
forces. In Iraq, al Qaeda and other Sunni extremists blew up one of the most sacred places in Shia Islam--- the

B - Golden Mosque of Samatra. This atrocity, directed at a Muslim house of prayer, was designed to provoke

retaliationfrom Iraqgi Shia -- and it succeeded. Radical Shia elements, some of whom receive support from Iran,
,'formed death squads The result was a tragrc escaIatron of sectarlan rage ‘and reprisal that contlnues to this’ day

thr? mht‘ientered—ln—lraq“but it-is the f|ght~we re-in— Everwuhls war - were-over-and

—won::Yetitwould not.be like us.-to- leave-our promlses-unkept,sour IF friends-abandoned;rand-our-own-securityat
<:isk “(Applause.) Ladies and gentlemen: On this day, at this hour, it is still within our power to shape the outcome e
= of thls battle Let us frnd our resolve and turn events toward vrctory (Applause) i

g We re carrylng out a new- strategy in Iraq ~'a plan that demands more from Iraq s elected government and gives .

_our forces in Iraq the reinforcements they need to complete their mission. Our goal is a democratic Iraq that -

upholds the rule of law, respects the rlghts of |ts people prowdes them securlty, and is an aIIy in the war on terror.

S n order to make progress toward this goaI the Iraql government must stop the sectarian violence in its capltal

But the Iragis are not yet ready to do this on their own. So we're deploying reinforcements of more than 20,000
additional soldiers and Marines to Irag. The vast majority will go to Baghdad where they will help Iraqi forces o e
clear and secure neighborhoods, and serve as advisers embedded in Iragi Army units. With Iragis in the lead, our -
“forces will help secure the city by chasing down the terrorists, insurgents, and the roaming death squads. And in".
" Anbar Province, where al Qaeda terrorists have. gathered and local forces have begun showing a willingness to
fight them, we're sending an additional 4,000 United States Marines, with orders to find the terrorists and clear - .
them out. (Applause.) We didn't drive al Qaeda out of thelr safe haven in Afghanrstan only to letthemsetup a -
new safe haven in a free Iraq . !

The people of Irag want to I|ve in peace, and now it's tlme for therr government to act. Iraq s Ieaders know that our

' commitment is not open-ended. They have promised to deploy more of their own troops to secure Baghdad -- and -

they must do so. They pledged that they will confront violent radicals of any faction or political party -- and they
need to follow through, and lift needless restrictions on Iragi and coalition forces, so these troops can achieve
their mission of bringing security to all of the people of Baghdad. Iraq's leaders have committed themselves to a

- series of benchmarks -- to achieve reconciliation, to share oil revenues among all of Irag's citizens, to put the

wealth of Iraq into the rebuilding of Iraq, to allow more Iragis to re-enter their nation's civic life, to hold local :
~elections, and to take responsibility for security in every Iragi province. But for all of this to happen, Baghdad must -~

: be secure And our plan will heIp the Iraql government take back its caprtal and make good on its commrtments :

My feIIow crtlzens our mllltary commanders and | have carefuIIy werghed the optrons We discussed every
pOSS|bIe approach. In the ehd, | chose this course of action because it provrdes the best chance for success.

" Many in this chamber understand that America must not fail in Iraq, because you understand that the -
X consequences of failure wouId be grrevous and far-reachrng :

If Amerxcan forces step back before Baghdad is secure, the Iraqi government wouId be overrun by extremlsts on ’

Call sides. We could expect an epic battle between Shia extremists backed by Iran, and Sunni extremists aided by

al Qaeda and supporters of the old reglme A contagron of vrolence could sprII out across the country ==andin
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_ftrme the entire reglon could be drawn mto the conflrct -

V -For Amerlca thrs is:a nrghtmare scenario. For the enemy, thrs is the objectrve Chaos is the greatest ally - thelr
.- _greatestally in this struggle. And out of chaos in Iraq would emerge an emboldened enemy with new safe havens ‘

new recrurts NEw resources, and an even greater ¢ determrnatlon to harm America. To allow this to happen would

' Thrs is where matters stand tonrght in the here and now. | have spoken wrth many of you in person | respect you o

and the arguments you've made. We went into this largely unlted in our assumptions and in our convictions. And
whatever-you voted for, you did not vote for failure. Our. country is pursuing a new strategy’ in Irag, and | ask you

_to grve |t :a chance to work. And | ask you to support our troops in the freld and those on therr way. (Applause ) '

' The war.on'terror we frght today isa generatronal struggle that will contrnue long after you and | have turned our’

duties over to others. And that's why it's |mportant to work together o our nation can see this great’ effort through .
Both. parties and both branches should work in close consultation. It's why | propose to establish a special

advisory council on the war on terror, made up of leaders in Congress from both political parties. We will share

ideas for how to position America to-meet every chaIIenge that confronts us. We I show our enemies abroad that

'we are unlted rn the goal of victory. -

. 'And one of the frrst steps we can take together i is to add to the ranks of our mrlrtary SO, that the Amerrcan Armed ‘
- Forces are ready. for all the challenges ahead. (Applause ) Tonight | ask the Congress to authorize an increasein -

the size of our active Army and Marine Corps by 92, 000 in the next five years. (Applause.) A second task we can. v
take on together is to design and establish a volunteer Civilian Reserve Corps. Such a corps would function much -
like our military reserve. It would ease the burden on the Armed Forces by allowing us to hire civilians with critical

. - skills to serve on missions abroad when America needs them. It would give people across America who do not-.
B wear the unrform a chance to serve in the defrnrng struggle of our tlme

Amerrcans can have -confidence in the outcome of this struggle because we're notiin this. struggle anne We have 2
a drplomatrc strategy that is rallying the world tq join in the fight against extremism. In Iraq, multinational forces
are operating under a mandate from the United Nations. We're working wrth Jordan and Saudi Arabia and Egypt

: and the Gulf States to mcrease support for Iraq s government

o ‘, The Unrted Natrons has |mposed sanctlons on Iran and made |t clear that the worId will not aIIow the reglme in
+  Tehran to-acquire nuclear weapons. (Applause.) With the other members of the Quartet -- the U.N., the European
~Union, and Russia -- we're pursuing diplomacy to help bring peace to the Holy Land, and pursuing the

establrshment of a democratic Palestinian state living side- -by-side with Israel in peace and security. (Applause. )

- In Afghanistan, NATO has taken the lead in turning back the Taliban and al Qaeda offensive -- the first time the.
.Alliance has deployed forces outside the North Atlantic area. Together with our partners.in China, Japan Russia,-

and South Korea, we're. pursurng mtensrve drplomacy to achreve a Korean Penrnsula free of nuclear weapons

o (Applause )

L We wrll contlnue to speak out for the cause of freedom in places Ilke Cuba Belarus and Burma -- and contrnue to‘{:' o
- awaken the conscrence of the world to save the people of larfur (Applause ) , PR

, Amerlcan forelgn pollcy is more than a matter of war and drplomacy Our work in ‘the world is also based ona

E _:trmeless truth: ' To whom.much is’ grven much is'required. We hear the call to take on the challenges of. hunger
and.poverty and disease -- and that is precrsely what America is doing. We must continue to fight HIV/AIDS,
-especially on the contment of Africa. (Applause:) Because you funded our Emergency Plan‘for AIDS Relief, the
‘number of people receiving life-saving drugs has grown: from 50,000 to more than 800,000 in three short years. I

ask you to continue funding our efforts to fight HIV/AIDS. | ask you to provrde $1 2 b|l||on over five years so we

.can combat malarra in 15 Afrrcan countrres (Applause) RS } . . v

‘ VI ask that you fund the Mrllennrum Challenge Account so that Amerlcan aid reaches the people who need it, in-
" nations where democracy is on the rise and corruptron is.in retreat. And let us continue to support the expanded
trade- and debt relief that are the best hope for lifting I|ves and elrmrnatrng poverty (Applause ) :
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'When Amenca serves others in thlS way, we show the strength and generosrty of our country. These deeds: reﬂect

the character of our people. The greatest strength we have is the heroic kindness, courage, and self-sacrifice of - - -
the American people. You see this splrlt often rf you know where to look = and tonlght we need only look above to.

‘the gallery

. Dikembe Mutombo grew up in Afrlca amid great poverty ‘and dlsease He came to Georgetown Umversrty on a
"+ scholarship to study medicine -- but Coach John Thompson got alook at Dikembe and had a different idea.
. (Laughter.) Dikembe became a star in the NBA, and a citizen of the United States. But he never forgot the land of -
‘his birth, or the duty to share his blessings with others. He built a brand new-hospital in his old hometown. A friend
~ has said of this good-hearted man: "Mutombo beliéves that.God has given-him this opportunity to do great

thlngs‘ " And we are proud to call thls son of the Congo a cmzen of the United States of America: (Applause )

o After her daughter was born, Julle Aigner- Clark searched for ways to share herlove of music and art wrth her
* child. So she borrowed some equipment, and’ began filming children's videos in her basement. The Baby Einstein
- Company was born, and in just five years her business grew to more than $20 million in sales. In November-2001,

Julie sold Baby Einstein to the Walt Disney Company, and with her help Baby Einstein has grown into a $200
million. business. Julie- represents the great enterprising spirit of America- And she is using her success to help

- others - producmg child safety videos with John Walsh of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. -
Julie says of her hew project: "I believe it's the most important thing that | have ever-done. I believethat children =
" have the right to live'in a world that is safe." :And so tonight, we are pleased to welcome this talented busmess

entrepreneur and generous social entrepreneur --.Julie Algner Clark (Applause ) -

o Three weeks ago, Wesley Autrey was waiting at a Harlem subway statron with his two little glrls when he saw a-
__man fall into the path of a train. With seconds to act, Wesley jumped onto the tracks, pulled the man. into the -
space between the rails, and held h|m as the train passed right above their heads. He insists he's not a hero. He -

- says: "We got guys and girls overseas dying for us to have our freedoms. We have got to show each other some *
. love." There is somethlng wonderful about a country that produces a brave and humble man like Wesley Autrey
o (Applause ) . : L .

, Tommy Rleman was-a teenager pumplng gas in Independence Kentucky, when he enlisted in the Unrted States
~_ Army. In December 2003, he was on a reconnaissance mission in Iraq when his team came under heavy enemy
. fire. From his Humvee, Sergeant Rieman returned fire; he used his body as a shield to protect his gunner. He was
~ shot in the chest and arm, and received shrapnel wounds tohis legs --'yet he refused medical attention, and
-stayed in the fight. He helped to repel a second attack, firing grenades at the enemy's position, For his- .
-~ exceptional courage, Sergeant Rieman was awarded the Silver Star. And like so many other Americans who have - -
o 'volunteered to defend us, he has earned the respect and the gratrtude of our entire country (Applause:)- ‘ B

- Insuch courage and compassmn ladies and gentlemen we see the splrlt and character of America - and these '
' .qualltles are not in short supply. This is a decent and honorable country - and resilient, too. We've been through.

~ - alot together We've met challenges and faced dangers and we:know that more lie-ahead. Yetwe cango
- forward with confidence -- because the State of our'Union |s strong, our-cause in-the- world is nght and tonlght
f"-'that cause goes on. God bless. (Applause ). . :

See you ‘next year_. Thank you for your prayerS; -

' END10:02 P.M.EST

: Return to this. artlcle at: '
__I http //www whltehouse qov/news/releases/2007/01/20070123 2 html

o @_ct.‘zr:x"neeéka BRINT

" http://www.whitehouse. gov/news/releases/2007/01 jprint/20070123-2.html 1/30/2007



President's Address to the Nation Page 1 of 4

w‘i o THE WHITE HDOUSE @CLZ[‘.‘H HERE T PRINT
b PRESIDENT
& ‘tf QE@&CE W, BUSH )

For Immediate Releas
Office of the Press Secreta
January 10, 200

President's Address to the Nation
The Library

Fact Sheet: The New Way Forward in Irag
Highlights of the Iraq Strategy Review (PDF)

[ £]

i

1 Sl Moitimedia

President's Remarks
9:01 P.M. EST B rene

R win

TH_:PRESIDENT: Good evening. Tonightin:lrag;.thes#

i 8. The w strategy | outline tonight will change
e fight against terror.

When | addressed you just over a year ago, nearly 12 million Iragis
had cast their ballots for a unified and democratic nation. The
elections of 2005 were a stunning achievement. We thought that
these elections would bring the Iragis together, and that as we trained
Iraqi security forces we could accomplish our mission with fewer
American troops.

But in 2006, the opposite happened. The violence in Iraq --
particularly in Baghdad -- overwhelmed the political gains the Iragis
had made. Al Qaeda terrorists and Sunni insurgents recognized the
mortal danger that Iraq's elections posed for their cause, and they
responded with outrageous acts of murder aimed at innocent Iraqis.
They blew up one of the holiest shrines in Shia Islam -- the Golden
Mosque of Samarra -- in a calculated effort to provoke Irag's Shia
population to retaliate. Their strategy worked. Radical Shia elements,
some supported by+ran, formed death squads. And the result was a
vicious cycle of sectarian violence that continues today.

The situation in Iraq is unacceptable to the American people -- and it
is unacceptable to me. Our troops in Iraq have fought bravely. They
have done everything we have asked them to do. Where mistakes
have been made, the responsibility rests with me.

It is clear that we need to change our strategy in Iraq. So my national
security team, military commanders, and diplomats conducted a comprehensive review. We consulted members
of Congress from both parties, our allies abroad, and distinguished outside experts. We benefitted from the
thoughtful recommendations of the Iraq Study Group, a bipartisan panel led by former Secretary of State James
Baker and former Congressman Lee Hamilton. In our discussions, we all agreed that there is no magic formula for
success in Irag. And one message came through loud and clear i LA i

The consequences of failure are clear: Radical Islamic extremists would grow in strength and gain new recruits.
They would be in a better position to topple moderate governments, create chaos in the region, and use oil
revenues to fund their ambitions. Iran would be emboldened in its pursuit of nuclear weapons. Our enemies would
have a safe haven from which to plan and launch attacks on the American people. On September the 11th, 2001,
we saw what a refuge for extremists on the other side of the world could bring to the streets of our own cities. For

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/01/print/2007011 0-7.html 1/30/2007




S government has put forward an aggressrve pIan todo |t o

. »..N;.P'.;r;es_ide'nt's Address to the Nation "‘:r.l L S | ~,Pagev32 of4

.the safety of our people Amerrca must succeed in lraq

' The most urgent priority for success in Iraq is securrty, espeC|aIIy in Baghdad Erghty percent of Iraq s sectarlan
violence occurs within 30 miles of the capital. This violence is splitting Baghdad into sectarian enclaves, and v
shaking the confidence of all Iragis. Only lraqls can end the sectarlan V|olence and secure thelr people. And therr

! o

‘ Our past efforts to secure Baghdad failed for two pr|n0|pal reasons There were not enough Iragi and Amerrcan

“troops to secure neighborhoods that had been cleared of terrorlsts and insurgents. And there were too many
restrictions on the troops we did have. Our military commanders reviewed the new Iragi plan to ensure that |t

- addressed these mlstakes They report that |t does They also report that this plan can work: :

Now let me explarn the main elements of thrs effort The Iraq| government will appoint a m|I|tary commander and
two deputy commanders for their capital. The Iragi government will deploy Iragi Army and National Police
brigades across Baghdad's nine districts. When these forces are fully deployed, there will be 18 Iraqi Army and"

" National Police brigades committed to this effort, along with local police. These Iraqi forces will operate from local
‘police stations -- conducting patrols and setting up checkpornts and gorng door to-door to-gain the trust of
, Baghdad residents.: .

i
1
'
t

Th|s is.a strong commrtment But for it to succeed our commanders say the Iragis will need our help. So Amenca e

-will change our strategy to help the Iragis carry out their campaign to put down sectarian violence and brrng

security to the people of Baghdad. This will require increasing/American force levels. So I've committed more than .

20,000 additional American troops to Iraq. The vast majority of them -- five brigades -- will be deployed to . -
_Baghdad These troops will work alon93|de Iragi units and be embedded in their formations. Our troops will have
 awell-defined mission: to help Iraqis clear and secure nelghborhoods to help them protect the local population;
-+ and to heIp ensure that the Iraq| forces left behmd are capable of provrdmg the security that Baghdad needs '
1

Many Irstenlng tonrght W|II ask why thls effort will: succeed when previous operat|ons to secure Baghdad did not
Well, here are the differences: In earlier operatlons Iragi and American forces cleared many neighborhoods of
terrorrsts and insurgents, but when our forces moved on to other targets, the killers returned. This time, we'll have
“the force levels we need to hold the areas that have been cleared. In earlier operations, political and sectarian
interference prevented Iraqi and American forces from going into neighborhoods that are home to those fueling

. ‘the sectarian violence. This time, Iraqi and American.forces will have a green light to enter those:. nerghborhoods ==
and Prime Minister Maliki has pledged that polltrcal or sectarlan mterference will not be tolerated.

' lve made it clear to the Prime Minister and Iraqg's other Iea’ders that Amenca s commrtment is not open-ended. If
the Iragi government does not follow through on its promises, it will lose the support of the American people ---and
. it will lose the support of the Iraqi people. Now is the time to act. The Prime Minister understands this. Here is
.. what he told his peoplejust last week: "The Baghdad securlty pIan will not prowde a safe haven for any outlaws,
regardless of [therr] sectarran or polltlcal affrllatron o :

This new strategy will not yreld an rmmedlate end to suicide bomblngs assassmatrons or IED attacks Our
enemies in Iraq will make every effort to ensure that our television screens are filled with images of death and
suffering. Yet over time, we can expect to see Iraqi troops chasmg down murderers, fewer brazen acts of terror,

" and growing trust and cooperation from Baghdad's residents. When this happens, daily life-will improve, Iragis will

gain confidence in their leaders, and the government will have the breathlng space it needs to make’ progress in
other critical areas. Most of Irag's Sunni and Shia want to: Irve together in peace ---and reducing the violence in -

. Baghdad will. help make reconcrllatron possrble ‘ i .

»A successful strategy for Irag goes beyond military operatrons | Ordlnary Iraqi citizens must see that mrlltary
operations are accompanied by visible improvements in their nelghborhoods and communities. So America erI
hold the Iraq| government to the benchmarks it has announced

,To estabhsh its authority, the Iraq| government plans to take responsrbllrty for securrty in aII of Iraq s provinces by
_November To give every Iraqgi citizen a stake in the country's economy, Iraq will pass legislation to share oil
revenues among all-lIragis. To show that it is committed to delivering a better life, the Iragi government will spend
$10 billion of its own money. on reconstruction and rnfrastructure projects that will create new jobs. To empower
- Iocal Ieaders Iragis plan to hold provmmal electlons Iater this year ‘And to allow more Iragis to re-enter thelr

i .
4
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nation's polltrcal lrfe the government WI|| reform de Baathrfrca |on§laws', and ‘establish a fair process for.
‘ "consrderrng amendments to lraqsconstltutlon R P T ST

‘Amenca wrll change our approach to help the Iraqr government as it works to meet these benchmarks An- keeplng ~
“with the recommendatlons of the Iraq Study'Group; we will increase the ‘embedding of American advisers in Iraqi
Army units, and partner a coalition brigade with every Iraqi Army’ division. We will help the Iradis build a largerand.
better-equrpped army, and we will-accelerate the training of Iraqi forces, which remains the essential U.S. securrty S
. mission in Iraq.. We will give our commanders and civilians greater fleX|b|I|ty to spend funds for economic - :

- assistance. We will double the number of provrncral reconstruction téams. These teams bring together'miilitary

and civilian experts to help local Iragi communities pursue reconciliation, strengthen the moderates, and speed
the transition to Iragi self-reliance. And Secretary Rice will soon appoint a reconstructron coordinator in Baghdad -
to ensure: better results for economic assistance: berng spent in Iraq. ,

Aswe make these changes we will contlnue to pursue al Qaeda and forergn frghters Al Qaeda is still actlve in _
Irag. Its home base is Anbar Province. Al Qaeda has helped make Anbar the most violent area of Iraq outside the g

S _capital. ‘A captured al Qaeda document describes the terrorists' plan to-infiltrate and seize control of the provrnce

b ~ This would bring al Qaeda closer to its goals of taking down Iraq's democracy, building-a radlcal lslamlc emprre
. and Iaunchlng new attacks on the Unrted States at home: and abroad .

3 Our m|l|tary forces in Anbar are klllmg and capturlng al Qaeda leaders, and. they are protectlng the local |
j populatlon Recently, local tribal leaders have begun to show their willingness to take on al Qaeda. And as'a

" “result; our commanders believe we have an opportunity to deal a serious blow to the terrorists. So | have given

orders to increase American forces in Anbar Province by 4,000 troops. These troops will work with Iragi and tribal
forces to keep up the pressure on the terrorists. America's men and women in unlform took away al Qaeda s'safe
haven in, Afghanlstan --and we will not allow them-to re« establlsh itinIraq.. N

Succeedlng in Irag also requures defendlng |ts terrltorlal mtegrlty and stabrllzmg the reglon in the face of extremrst
.challenges. This begins with addressing.Iran and Syrla These two regimes are allowing terrorists and insurgents

" to use their territory to move in and out ofIraq. Iran is providing material support for attacks.on American troops. "

We will disrupt the attacks on our forces. We'll mterrupt the flow of support from Iran and Syria. And we will seek
~out and destroy the networks provrdmg advanced weaponry and trammg to our.enemies in Iraq

_-We re also taklng other steps to bolster the securlty of Iraq and protect Amencan rnterests i the Middle East. |-
~“recently ordered the deployment of an additional carrier strike group to the region. We will expand lntelllgence~
sharing and deploy Patriot air defense systems to reassure our friends ‘and allies. We will work with the :
governments of Turkey and Iraq to help them resolve problems along their. border. And we will work with others to
prevent Iran from galnrng nuclear weapons and domrnatrng the region. ‘ S

' We will use America' s full dlplomatrc resources to rally support for Iraq from natrons throughout the Middle East ‘.
Countries like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, and the' Gulf States need to understand that an American defeat in
Iraq would create a new sanctuary for extremists and a strategic threat to.their survival. These nations have a

. “stake in a successful Iraq that is at peace with its: neighbors, and they must step up their support for Iraq's unity

government. We endorse the Iraqi government's call to finalize an International Compact that will bring new
economic assistance in exchange for greater economic reform. Ahd on Friday, Secretary Rice will leave for the
~“region, to build support for Iraq and continue the urgent d|plomacy requrred to help brrng peace to the Mlddle
East : . RSN ‘ .

The challenge playlng out across the broader Middle East is more than a mllltary conflict. It is the deusrve
ideological struggle of our time. On one.side are those who believe in freedom and moderation.-On the other side
~are extremists. who Kill the innocent, and have declared their intention to destroy our way of life. In the long run, ,
the most realistic way to protect the American people is to provude a-hopeful alternative to the hateful ideology of .
the enemy, by advancing liberty across a troubled region. It is in the interests of the United States to stand with - . -
the brave men and women who are nskrng their lives to claim their freedom, and to help them as they work to:
raise. up Just and hopeful societies across the Middle East. = = , .

From Afghamstan to Lebanon to the Palestlman Territories, millions of ordlnary people are srck of the vrolence -
and want a future of peace and opportunlty for their children. And they are looking at Iraq. They want to know: Will -
" America withdraw and yield the future of that country to the extremrsts “or will we stand with the lraqls who have
v made the choice for freedom? ‘ .

T
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The changes | have outlined tonight are aimed at ensuring the survival of a young democracy that is fighting for
its life in a part of the world of enormous importance to American security. Let me be clear: The terrorists and
insurgents in Iraq are without conscience, and they will make the year ahead bloody and violent. Even if our new
strategy works exactly as planned, deadly acts of violence will continue -- and we must expect more lIragi and
American casualties. The question is whether our new strategy will bring us closer to success. | believe that it will.

Victory will not look like the ones our fathers and grandfathers achieved. There will be no surrender ceremony on
the deck of a battleship. But victory in Iraq will bring something new in the Arab world -- a functioning democracy
that polices its territory, upholds the rule of law, respects fundamental human liberties, and answers to its people.
A democratic Iraq will not be perfect. But it will be a country that fights terrorists instead of harboring them -- and it
will help bring a future of peace and security for our children and our grandchildren.

This new approach comes after consultations with Congress about the different courses we could take in Iraq.
Many are concerned that the Iraqgis are becoming too dependent on the United States, and therefore, our policy
should focus on protecting Irag's borders and hunting down al Qaeda. Their solution is to scale back America's
efforts in Baghdad -- or announce the phased withdrawal of our combat forces. We carefully considered these
proposals. And we concluded that to step back now would force a collapse of the Iraqgi government, tear the
country apart, and result in mass killings on an unimaginable scale. Such a scenario would result in our troops
being forced to stay in Iraq even longer, and confront an enemy that is even more lethal. If we increase our
support at this crucial moment, and help the Iraqgis break the current cycle of violence, we can hasten the day our
troops begin coming home.

In the days ahead, my national security team will fully brief Congress on our new strategy. If members have
improvements that can be made, we will make them. If circumstances change, we will adjust. Honorable people
have different views, and they will voice their criticisms. It is fair to hold our views up to scrutiny. And all involved
have a responsibility to explain how the path they propose would be more likely to succeed.

Acting on the good advice of Senator Joe Lieberman and other key members of Congress, we will form a new,

bipartisan working group that will help us come together across party lines to win the war on terror. This group will

meet regularly with me and my administration; it will help strengthen our relationship with Congress. We can

begin by working together to increase the size of the active Army and Marine Corps, so that America has the

Armed Forces we need for the 21st century. We also need to examine ways to mobilize talented American Lo
civilians to deploy overseas, where they can help build democratic institutions in communities and nations

recovering from war and tyranny.

-- and the advgnce of f om is the calling of our time. They serve far
quiet'sacrifices of lonely holidays and empty chairs at the dinner table. They have watched their comrades give
their lives to ensure our liberty. We mourn the loss of every fallen American -- and we owe it to them to build a

future worthy of their sacrifice. ‘

Fellow citizens: The year ahead will demand more patience, sacrifice, and resolve. It can be tempting to think that
America can put aside the burdens of freedom. Yet times of testing reveal the character of a nation. And
throughout our history, Americans have always defied the pessimists and seen our faith in freedom redeemed.
No icais;:engaged in a new strt that the ca 2 atapyEe can, and we will, prevail.

We go forward with trust that the Author of Liberty will guide us through these trying hours. Thank you and good
night.

END 9:21 P.M. EST

Return to this article at:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/01/20070110-7.html
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December 19, 2006

Dear President Bush,

My name is Meghan Dillon. I am a second grade teacher at Excellence Charter School in

ngford Stuyvesant, New York. Some of my scholars and I have been working hard to

understand non-ﬁétion text and related articles. Recently, we were working on the skill of
determining the difference between fact and opinion. The students read many articles
about the War in Iraq. After reading the articles, they formed opinions about the War and
decided to write letters to you to express their opinions. These young scholars are 6 and

7 years old and they have formed opinions about a very important topic. I hope that you
are as impressed with their letters as I am.

Thani( y01; for your leadership and guidance of our country. May God bless our nation

and people, both at home and abroad, during the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Uutten

Meghan Dillon
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EXCELLENCE Charter School « messer o Uncomman Schaols

ABOUTUS PEOPLE OURRESULTS  CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ~ NEWS &EVENTS  CC

Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant

225 Patchen Avenue

(Between Macon and Macdonough Streets)
Brooklyn, NY 11233

Phone: (718) 638-1830

Fax: (718) 638-2548

» Click here for a map and point-to-point direction. (provided t

By Train from Manhattan (via A/C Train)

» Take the A Train towards Brooklyn to the Utica Avenue ¢
» Exit the train and walk in the direction of the train to the €

» Exit the station and walk down Fulton Street, crossing ov
Boulevard.

» One block down, make a left on Patchen Avenue.

» Excellence is five blocks down Patchen, between Macdo

http://www.uncommonschools.org/ecs/contactUs/ 1/24/2007
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Bridget Borsinger
Excellence Charter School
225 Patchen Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11233

19 December 2006

Dear President Bush:

| have the honor and privilege of teaching at a high performing all-male
charter school in Bedford Stuyvesant. As a former Teach for American corps
member | feel dedicated to improving the quality of education in low income and
minority communities. When | arrived at Excellence Charter School | was blown
away by the intellectual ability and performance of these young boys. Every day
each teacher at Excellence is striving to challenge our scholars.

Last month when second grade was to cover fact and opinion we decided
to forgo the popular debate of, “Should students have to wear uniforms?”
Instead we chose to cover the Irag conflict with our seven and eight your old
scholars. It was my firmest belief that these children had the ability to
comprehend and analyze the conflict at their level.

Throughout the two week unit we read several articles, watched
documentary clips and even had a guest speaker. One of our students spoke to
the group about the experience having his father serve in Irag. Eloquently, he
described what it was like during his father’s tour. Additionally, he was able to
convey the difference in his father's view on the war and his own (an ability |
thought was quite remarkable for a seven year old).

~ As the closing project for our unit the scholars wrote you a letter. Each
letter was written with great care for detail and with the best of intentions. |
personally was impressed by their analysis and probing questions.

The scholars continue to read up on Irag. So many of them requested
follow up _articles that we now have a reading center dedicated to the study of

~ conflict in the Middle East, Afghanistan and North Korea. It is impressive to see

these boys talk about such subjects.

It means a great deal to the scholars and me that you would read these
letters. Thank you for your dedication to our country and your relentless pursuit
of peace. ‘

Sincerely,

Bridget Borsinger
Second Grade Lead Teacher
Excellence Charter School

—
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November 20, 2006
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iDR GARY STREIT

_THANK YOU FOR INVITING MRS BUSH TO SPEAK AT

~ THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES FOR MALONE :
~~ UNIVERSITY, PENDING POST-ADMINISTRATION
-;SCHEDULING e
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THE WHITE HOUSE 77 6‘71 7 9
WASHINGTON :

~ November 5,2008

" Dr. Gary Streit

President of Malone University
2600 Cleveland Avenue, N.W.

- Canton, Ohio 44709-3897

' Dear Dr. Streit:

Thank you for inviting Mrs. Bush to speak at the commencement
ceremonies for Malone University. B ' :

" Mrs. Bush appreciates your thoughtfulness in writing and values
the opportunity your invitation presentsf I will ensure that your
request goes to the appropriate staff ‘member who will oversee
President and Mrs. Bush’s post-Administration schedule.

- Mrs. Bush sends her congratulatory Wishes on the school’s new
. name. : ' o '

Sincerely,

Anita B. McBride -
Assistant to the President - s 3 LA
and Chief of Staff to the First Lady ' L : '

Nov =6 20 |
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