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.. personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] R :

b(7) Release would disclose information complled for law enforcement :
purposes{(b)(7) of the FOIA] =" o

b(8) Release would disclose information concermng the regulatlon of .
financial mstltutlons [(b)(8) of the FO[A] .

b(9) Release woild disclose geological or geophysmal mformatlon
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
- EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
/\

S/S 200204949
DATE __March 19, 2002

FOR Mr. Stephen E. Biegun
~ Executive Secretary
National Security Council
- The White House

REFERENCE:
TO: President Bush
FROM: Pope John Paul I
- DATE: February 24, 2002
'SUBJECT: | Statement from the Assisi Day of Prayer for Peace

WH Referral Dated:
NSC ID# (if any):

X , The attached item was sent directly to Department of State.

'ACTION TAKEN:
A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.-
X A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
X We believe no response is necessary for fhe reason cited 'belo."v'vf _
The Department of State hasbno objection to the proposed tr.avel... '

Other (see remarks).

mass- malled to all heads of state and government WL} v
N

M _ v ' ’ Office of the
& - | [Executive Secretary
UNCLASSIFIED ~

o R Classification o

REMARKS: We believe that the Vatican does not expect a reply to thls vssage, as it wa
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687.

'ApoSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

' March 4, 2002
‘No. 13831 =

Dear}Mr.‘President;

At the direction of the Seefetarlat of State of the

Holy See, 1 have the honor of forwarding to you on behalf of His

‘Holiness Pope John Paul II the enclosed letter accompanied by the
'"Assisi Decalogue for Peace," sent to all heads of State ‘and
v,government today : T : ' ' '

: ~“Availing myself of the opportunlty to extend to you the
.assurance of mny hlahest con51deratlon, I remaln,. ;

:

: Slncerely yours,~-

LOMJLM N

‘Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo
Apostollc Nunc1o '

' The President
. The White House
.Washington, DC

- 'Enclosure -
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" POPE SENDS ASSISI DECALOGUE FOR PEACE TO 20020 4949
- HEADS OF STATE o
. VATICAN CITY MAR 4, 2002 (VIS) - John Paul II sent a letter accompamed by

- the “Assisi Decalogue for Peace” to all heads of State and government

. justice is not true peace.

}' vtoday The decalogue was signed at the end of the Day of Prayer for Peace

in the World which was celebrated in Assisi on January 24, 2002.

"_' In the letter, signed on February 24, 2002, the Pope affirms that “the

partwrpants in the meeting of Assisi were inspired more than ever by one

- common conviction: humanity much choose between love and hate

 The decalogue is as follows

1. We commlt ourselves to proclarmlng our firm convrctlon that
violence and terrorism are opposed to all true religious spirit and -

~we condemn all recourse to violence and war in the name of God

~or religion. We undertake to do everythlng possble to. eradlcate
L the causes of terronsm : -

i 2. We commlt ourselves to educate people about respect and

l ‘mutual esteem in order to achieve peaceful coexistence and
- solidarity among members of different ethnic groups cultures and

- religions.

| 3. We commit ourse"lves to promote the culture of dialogue SO :tha’.t
- understanding and trust may develop among individuals and - -
,peoples as these are the conditions of authentlc peace

4. We commlt ourselves to defend the rrght of all human belngs to

lead a dignified life, in accordance with thelr cultural |dent|ty, and o

to start their own famlly freely

L i 5, We commlt ourselves to engage in dlalogue wrth srncerlty and

- patience, without considering what separates us as an

~ insurmountable wall, on the contrary, recognizing that facing our

differences can become an occasmn for greater recnprocal

R understandlng

6. We commit ourselves to pardon each other s errors and -
prejudices of the past and present, and to support one another in

" the common struggle against egoism and abuses, hatred and

violence, and in order to learn from the past that peace wrthout
" 7 We commlt ourselves to stand at the srde of those who suffer

poverty and abandonment, speaking out for those who have no -
| voice and taking concrete action to overcome such srtuatlons in

LR the conVIctlon that no one can be happy alone.

o=



. 8 We commit ourselves to make our own the cry of those who do B
c not surrender to violence and evil, and we wish to contrlbute with o

= - all our strength to give a real hope of Justlce and peace to the =
- humanrty of our trme . _, , . o

| 9. We commlt ourselves to encourage all |n|t|at|ves that promote |
friendship between peoples, in the conviction that, if a solid

- understanding between peoples is lacking, technological progre'ss |
~ exposes the world to mcreasmg dangers of destructlon and death.,, e

o 10. We commit ourselves to ask the leaders of natlons to make f
- every possible effort so as to build, at both national and R
international level, a world of solidarity and peace founded on
justice. S RRR |
AC/ASSISI DECALOGUE/ | VIS:‘200_20304 _(470)' P
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| . o #"700’?047/”

: 'Umted States Department of State o

 Washinglon,DC. 20520

" Dater_F-/P-02

MEMORANDUM FOR ) Steven E Blegun

Executive Secretary
‘National Security Council
~ The White House R

SUBJECT S - 5Presrdent|al Correspondence Alert |

Attached is an orrglnal Ietter to PreS|dent Bush from %me,

Owﬁ«zlf

The Records Management Unlt of the Executlve Secretarlat recelved thrs letter e

on 3 /‘/ 02 A copy has been assrgned to the approprlate bureau for i _. '

ctron

v

L Dlrector

- Office of Correspondence and Records
. “Executive Secretariat -

- (202) 647-5292 =
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

March 4, 2002
No. 13831

Dear Mr. President:

At the direction of the Secretariat of State of the
Holy See, I have the honor of forwarding to you on behalf of His
Holiness Pope John Paul II the enclosed letter accompanied by the
"Assisi Decalogue for Peace," sent to all heads of State and
government today. :

Availing myself of the opportunity to extend to you the
assurance of my highest consideration, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

ol b, idol

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo
Apostolic Nuncio

The President
The White House
Washington, DC

- Enclosure -



| POPE SENDS ASSlSI DECALOGUE FOR PEACE TO 20020 4949 o

HEADS OF STATE

'VATICAN CITY, MAR 4, 2002 (VIS) - John Paul 11 sent a letter accompamed by -
the “Assisi Decalogue for Peace” to all heads of State and government -
-today. The decalogue was signed at the end of the Day of Prayer for Peace
" in the World which was celebrated in Assisi on January 24, 2002.
In the letter, signed on February 24, 2002, the Pope affirms that “the
participants in the meeting of Assisi were inspired more than ever by one
common conviction: humanity much choose between love and hate.”
The decalogue is as follows: : :

1. We commit ourselves to-proclaiming our firm conviction that
violence and terrorism are opposed to all true religious spirit and
we condemn all recourse to violence and war in the name of God
or religion. We undertake to do everything possble to eradicate
the causes of terrorism. .

2. We commit ourselves to educate people about respect and

- mutual esteem in order to achieve peaceful coexistence and

~ solidarity among members of different ethnlc groups, cultures and
religions. -

‘ 3. We commit ourselves to promote the culture of dialogue so that o

 understanding and trust may develop among individuals and
- peoples as these are the conditions of authentic peace.

4. We commit ourselves to defend the right of all human beings to
N lead a dignified life, in accordance with their cultural identity, and
to start their own family freely. '

5. We commit ourselves to engage in dialogue with sincerity and
patience, without considering what separates us as an
- insurmountable wall, on the contrary, recognizing that facing our
~ differences can become an occasion for greater reciprocal
~ understanding. '

6. We commit ourselves to pardon each other’s errors and

- prejudices of the past and present, and to support one another in
- the common struggle against egoism and abuses, hatred and

~ violence, and in order to learn from the past that peace wnthout

| Justlce is not true peace.

7. We commit ourselves to stand at the side of those who suffer
. poverty and abandonment, speaking out for those who have no
~voice and taking concrete action to overcome such situations, in
' the conviction that no one can be happy alone.
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8. We commit ourselves to make our own the 'cry of those who do.

 not surrender to violence and evil, and we wish to contribute wuth

all our strength to give a real hope of justice and peace to the
humanity of our time. :

9. We commit ourselves to encourage all initiatives that promote
friendship between peoples, in the conviction that, if a solid
understanding between peoples is lacking, technological progress
exposes the world to increasing dangers of destructlon and death.

110. We commit ourselves to ask the leaders of nations to make
~every possible effort so as to build, at both national and’
“international level, a world of solidarity and peace founded on

: justice.

- AC/ASSISI DECALOGUE/ ~ VIS 20020304 (470)
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