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FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMWIBTRATIGW w

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR

WASHINGTON Q}J‘/ﬂ/ |

May 3, 1935

Miss Marguerite A. Lefand,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Missy: 1

I am returning herewith a letter written
the President on March 26 by Governor Talmadge con-
taining the President's longhend memorandum to me.

I was under the impression that I had a
confidentiel report from the Georgia Administrator
regarding Mr. L. H, Edem;.‘iald; however, on taking the
matter up with her, I find that such was not the case.
She has now written me regarding Mr. Edenfield, and
I am enclosing a copy of her letter herewith for
such action as the President wishes to take.

Very sincerely yours,

i A

E&rry L. Eﬂpkinﬂ’
Mstratﬂri

Encl
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COPY FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
OF GEORGIA

TEN FORSYTH STREET BUILDING
ATLANTA GEORGIA

“April 27, 1935

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Miss Kathryn Godwin

Secretary to the Administrator

Federal Emergency Rellef Administration
1734 New York Avenue, N.W,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Miss Godwini

I acknowledge your letter of April 17th transmitting to
me a copy of letter written Governmor Talmadge by Mr. L, H., Edenfield of

Stillmore, Georgia.

I do not seem to have any record of sending a confidential
memorandum to Mr. Hopkins regarding Mr. Edenfield, but I will advise that the
matter referred to in Mr. Edenfield's letter has been discussed with him by
one of our Field Representatives. It seems that his complaint is not against
our Administration but refers to the Agricultural Program and the general
gituation.

The laborers referred to in Mr, Edenfield's letter are not on
relief and he has been advised of this fact. He stated to our Field Worker
that he knows of no instance of laborers refusing work because of being on
relief. He was glven specific information concerning working hours and
wage rates of people on relief.

I do not seem to have in my files any specific information
regarding Mr. Edenfield personally and it is quite possible that Mr. Hopkins
had someone else in mind. Our Field Worker advises that his attitude was

not unfriendly to our Administration.

If there are any further details which you or Mr. Hopkins will
desire about this matter, let me kmow. 1

Sincerely yours,
(SIGNED) GAY B SHEPPERSON

(Miss) Gay B. Shepperson
Administrator
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Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt, .
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D, C,

My dear Mr., President:-
I am enclosing copy of letter which is self-explanatory,

I have had a simllar complaint in the last few daye from our
good 0ld mutual friend John Whitley,

John needed some extra hﬁnds to work on hie farm, He offered them
seventy-five cents a day,!. which 1s more than the average pald in
that community for farm labor, and offered to carry them back and
Torth to thelr work on hie farm, He made this offer to men on
relief, thinking they would be more interested in getting work,
They sﬁated however that they could not take any Jobs, if they
did, they could not get back on the relief work. Another man
there in LaGrange wanted 35 or 30 extra hands for hig farm and
recelved the same answers,

Thie 1e demoralizing the farm labor as you can see, and John
Bays they are all going to have to qult farming i1f 1t continues,

Thie condition 1s general all over the State.
With every good wish, I am,

Sincerely 3uur32:;;}u
R AR
Gove °
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‘ Bxecutive Bepartment

imeye, Oeorgia,

EUGENE T DGFE
BE ALMA 1.;.1& CARLTON MOBLEY
, m. i L ] BECRETAAY EIECUTIVE DEFANTME NT
Mr. Dl Zalmadge, Governer,
Atlanil, .
My dear Bir

I vant you %o advise me as %0 what some of us farmers
are going to do sbout farm labor.

I have been working three hands. On last week
mufthuq;um-wu-n{;thou one says that he will
work on this week, them he will quis. I have been pnht‘:h-

50 ecents per day, but in the face of 1%, the FERA is pay them
$1.30 per day %o shovel a 1ittle dirt in the braneh, and I know

that the old Irish ditchers who used %o diseh for my father whem

I was & 144810 boy would move as much dirt in ome hour as the relief
workers move im eight hours.

The relief workers are working 54 hours a week nov at
15 oents per houl, % the fars laborer working 10 hours at
B ocents per hour. It 4s a shame $hat such a nuisance is allowed
to exist as it does - the government in etitiom with us as
a gifs for relief against farm labor. say, if 1t must exist,
1t should ot be more than fars hande are getting.

1 honestly believe that if all the farmes in my county,
Candler, had all the laborers that they oould use this Monday
worning there would't be 10 idle mea for the ralief.

There is nothing that would please me any bettier tham for
Georgia to follow sult with some other states, and not matoh ome
dollar for federal relief, and let Mr. Hopkine withdraw from Georgia
all such funds - then our people weuld have %o go %o work and re-
oeive their little mite honest and just.

I @ hope the Legislature will fix it so that Georgia
will be dropped.

with kind personal regards, I remain
Youre txuly,




May 8, 1938.

Dear Mr. Roetzel:-

Many thanks for your note
with ite enclosure. I do not think that the
Georgla type of attack will get very far in
the face of our really constructive achieve-

ments.

Very sinoarely yours,

aG. F. i!httnl, Iﬁ;'

Bupervising Examiner

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
Room $02, Federal Reserve Bank Bldg.,
Bansas City,

Missouri.
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FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

SUPERVISING EXAMINER W“
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION ™ ‘&
RooN B, FEDERAL RESCAVE Bk BLDG, b
KANSAS CITY, MISSOUR) %ﬁ \g\l

May 5, 1935

Honorable Frankiin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

It is with genuine pleasure that I attach
nereto a copy of letter recently addressed to Honorable H. E.
Gormley, Superintendent of Banks for the otate of Georgia, by
Honorable taoward C. Johnson, bank Commissioner for the State
' of Oklahoma, in response to a letter received from the Georgia
official dated April 27, 1955, That letter, aspparently, con-
tained considerable criticism of this Corporation and the pro-
posed bankingact of 1935.

I am forwarding this copy to you for the reason /
that you are specifically mentioned in the last paragraph.

Very respectfully,




COPY

OKLAHOMA STATE BANKING DEPARTMENT
OKLAHOMA CITY

Hon. R. E. uﬂrmlﬂf’

Superintendent of Banks,

State Capitol,

Atlanta, Georgia. ..

Dear &irs

Your letter of April 27, 1935, eddressed to W. J. Barnett,
Benk Commlssioner, has been referred to me for attention due to the fact
that on Jenuary 235, 1935, I succeeded kir. Barnett &s Bank Commissioner of
the State of Oklahoma.

At the time of the banking holiday in 1933, and for some
period following that event, there seemed to be no disposition upon the
part of any group of persons to criticise the plan of Federsl Leposit
Insurance. Practically every banker in the Netion felt that the Federal
plan of deposits insurance was the only plan whicn stood between them and
complete oblivion.

The risk of losses under this plan is borne by the F.D.I.C.
88 & Federal agency. Under the original sct creating this insurince plan
little or no authority was granted to the F.D.I.C. to regulate and control
the wethods of banking, althousgh full responsibility for tne payment of de-
vosits up to §5,000 was thrown neavily on the shoulders of the Corporation.
In other words, the originel act made the Corporation responsible for all
ol the mistekes and bad menagement of each and every State Banking institu-
tion and lef't their hands tied in the matter of promulgating any rules or
regulations which might have been a safeguard against the losses which would
be incurred through unsound and unsafe bauking operations. This is an
anomely which must be corrected if the Federal plaen of deposit insursance
is to be mede successful ana I, for one, believe wnoleheartealy that the
institution which bears the risk of the losses shoulu be accorded the
privilege of meking regulations which will minimize the losses to be borne.

I therefore do not agree with you in your suggestion that
the Ban. Commissioner of Oklahoma assume eny leadership in & campaign which
undertakes to thwart or oppose President Roosevelt's ideas concerning a
proper regulation of State Banks whose deposits are insured by the F.D.I.C.

In closing I observe that your letter of criticism, direct-
ed at the Banking Act of 1955, is coincident with & genersl attack leveled
by the United States Chumber of Commerce against the entire Netional Ad-
ministration under the leadership of Franklin D. Hoosevelt. I thoroughly
belleve in nis honesty and wisdom and decline to join with any group in
building up a program of critical propagenda which unquestlonably will be
used between now and_the general elections of 1956, to defeat him and to
destroy the constructive progress which this Nation has made under his
leadership.

Yours truly,
HCJ/np

CC - Governor E. W. Marland Howard (. Johnson
Hon. G. ¥. Hoetzel Bank Commissioner.
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