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FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION {w(. ~ 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR .),F()_ · 
WAaHINGTON 0;_V 

llq 3, 1935 

Kiss lareuerite A. LefleDd, 
The 1lhi te House, 
ll'ash~n, D. c. 

D.ar lliaqa 

I am retUl'Jling hererlth a lett.r written 

the President on March 26 by Governor Talmad(e con-

taininf the Presi.dent' s longhand memorandum to ... 

I was under the impression that I . had a 

con£1dentie.l report trom the Geor(i& Administrator 

regarding llr. L. H. Eden£ield5 however, on talf!~g the 

matter up with her, I find that such was not the case. 

She has now written me regarding llr. Eden!'ield, and 

I am enclosinc a cop,y o~ her letter herewith for 

euch action as the President wishes to take. 

Enol 

Very sincere~ yours, 

Harry L. Hopkins, 
J.dm1n1strator. 
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OOPI P'!D!IW. II!II!M!'J!CI RP:t.T'ft' AJIIIIIS!'IllTIOI 

or Grmou 
TEl POJISITH Sii&Ef BUILDilfQ 
ATLANTA GEORGIA 

.lpril 27, 193~ 

fPSOHAL AliD CO!liDFJrl'IAI. 

llies Iatbr7D GodwiD 
Seoretar,r to tbe .ldwin1strator 
Federal !aergenQT Relief Ad•1n1atrat1on 
1734 lew Iork Annue, 'I.W. 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear llisa Godwint 

I aclmowlecfce 70ur letter of April 17th tran811litt1Dg to 
.. a cow of letter wri tten Governor Talmadge b7 llr. L . B. Edenfield of 
Stillllore, Georgia. 

I do not seem to have aa7 record of sending a confidential 
aemorandUII to Mr. Hopkins regardiDg llr. Edenfield, but. I will advise that the 
mat ter referred t o in llr. Edenfield's letter baa been discussed with hill b7 
one of our Field Repreaentativea. It eeua that hie complaint is not against 
our Adw1n1 stration but refers to t he Agricultural Prograa and the general 
situation. 

The laborers referred to in Mr. Edenfield's letter are not on 
r elief and he has bean advised of this fact. Be stated to our Field Worker 
that he knows of no instance of laborers retusiDg work because of being on 
r elief. He was given apecifi.c information concerning working hours and 
wage rates of people on relief. 

I do not eeaa to have in _, tiles aa7 specific information 
regarding llr • .Edenfield perao~ and i t is quit e possible that llr. Bopldna 
had someone else in m.ind. Our Field Worker advises that his attitude was 
not untriendl7 to our ! d•intatration. 

It there are aQ7 further details whi ch 70U or llr. Hopld.na will 
desire about this matter, let me know. 

GBS/ Dt 

Sincer~ 7oura , 

(SIGBED) GU B SHEPP!BSOB 
(ties) Qq B. Shepperson 

.lcbd n1strator 
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oov~ 
llaroh 28, 1935 • 

Bon. Franklin D. Roosevelt, , 
President of the United itatee, 
The White House; 
Washington,' D. C. 

111 dear llr. President:-

• 

I am enclosing copy of letter which is self-explanatory. 
I have had a similar complaint in the last few days from our good old 1111tual friend John Whitley. 
John needed some extra ~de to work on his tarm. He offered them seventy-five cents a da,r;. . which is more than the average paid in that community tor farm labor, and offered to carry them back and torth t o their work on hie farm. He made this offer to men on relief1 thinking they would be more interested in getting work. They e~ated however that they could not take any jobs, if they did, they could not get back on the relief work. Another man t.here in LaGrange wanted 25 or 30 extra hands t or h1s tarm and received the same answers. 

This is demoralizing the farm labor as you can see, and John says ~ey are all going to have to quit farming it it continues. 
This condition is general all over the State. 
With every good wish, I am, 

( 
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tJUGF.N:& TAJ,IU.!MQ 
GOVIJIHott 

... :1!11::=--· .... [ ... 
Atlla • 

. -· ......... 
I .. , .,_... te MriM M -. te nat ._. et u t ... en 

......... - .. alt•t , ... 1... ~ 

I M•e Mea WNkilla -.. = v-••· Da lut Well 
- et t~t• qtaU at •wA ...,., \U e ... ea" O&t u dll 
... k • tllle nell, tMa U wlll .. lt. I Mn Mea PaJ"illa Qla 

10 .... ,.. - •• , Ia ... , .... , "· .. J'll.l b ,.,.lac , .... 
11.10 pa Mr" elileftl a 1Utle 4Ut Ia tU u .. ell, la4 I b w 
u.at the e14 Z•t.u 4ltellU• n. uel te u tell tu ., tana na 
I wu a U\tle -~ ..-14 ••• u _., 4bt Ia •• Nu u tu ••Uet 
... u.- ••• Ia • P' boUt· 

ne .. uet wun.• ue ...... , M ~· e. •.U ... at 
11 •• ,. pliO ~· ...... , till , .... l•'-• ... k ... 10 ....... , 
a •• ,.,_ Jatv • . n "a o.e ,.._,..-a •"••• 1e .u ..... 
te alit u u de" - tu f:!.., •t Ia oeapeuu• wltll •• u 
& rlft f.W •llllf ...... , f ... l&bfi"o J ..,, lf lt ... , Ialit, 
u ebftl4 Mt 1M _.. U... , ... ••••• an aeuaaa. 

I Mlaettb MUne ta.t ll all tM fuu Ia _, eoaty, 
Oudlli" 1 M4 all tile lMpat tllat tU, lft14 ue tllll Moa.., 
•nlac tllUI WftlM t 1M 10 lCll .. IN ... nUef. 

,._. ll .. Oia& tu.t ~· pl .... e u _, MUii> tllla fe• ( 
Geo•ala te tellew •U wUil 11M etW' ,,.,..,, _. .. , aatell .. 
Mll&i" t•• tetlnl nllel, _.let b • ..,klae •lat.P ,_ Gee•l'la 
all ... , ,.. •• - ''- .... ,..,1 ... a~ ................ It .... .... 
Mlft tUb UUle •lte MMI\ eU ~t. 

I t1 ...,. tM Lepalatue wlll tb l t • tMt GeNii& 
wU11M ueppet. 

fttll kla4 paMntl repftl, I .--.Ia 
, ..... tftlJ, 



I 

._a, ua,. , 

Dear ....... , .. 11-

...., ..... tv ,.. --­

wUh ua· eaalonre. 1 ·c1o aot "''"1r tbat De 

Georcla tne of •'taok wU1 pt ft17 tar la 

tbe tao• of oar nal17 OODatraoUYa aoMw.-. 

YGT •'..,.,..17 rowe, 

G. r. RIM'Ml, Seq., 
lllpert hlae DMIMI', 
h4eftl. Dlpod' Ia ....... Ool'pOI'&•Soa, 
'u• lOll r.denl. MHI't'e Bernt llltc., ---0 'T. lllaltOU'S.. 
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FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 

-....vta ... IXAMIHDI 

,_...,. DIPOt<T l~a~•·- -..'1'1011 
lltOONMI......._~ .......... 

KAHaA8 C ITY. M I880U"I 

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States, 
\lashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President : 

May 51 1955 

It is with genuine pleasure that I attach 
hereto a copy of letter r ecently addressed to Honorable R. E. 
Gormley, Superintendent of Banks for the otate of Georgia, by 
.Honorable ·tlQward c. Johnson, bank Commissioner for the State 
of Oklahoma, in response to a letter received from t ne Georgia 
official dated April 27, 1955. That letter, apparently, con­
tained considerable criticism of this Corporation and the pro­
pos ed bankiJIGact of 1935. 

I am forwarding this copy to you for t he reason 
that you are specifically mentioned in the last paragraph. 

Very Despectfully1 

l 

/' 
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OKLABOIIA STATE BANKING DEPAR'l1mi"T 
OKLAIDIIA CITY 

lion. R. E. Gormley, 
Superintendent of Banks, 
State Capitol, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Sir1 

• 

• 

Your letter of April 271 1955, addressed to w. J . Barnett, 
Bank Commissioner, has been referred to me for attention due to the fact 
that on January 23 , 1935, I succeeded Mr. Barnett as Bank Commissioner of 
the State of Oklahoma. 

At the time oi' the banking holiday ill 1953, end i'or some 
period following that event, there s eemed to be no disposition upon the 
part of any group o£ persons to criti cise the plan of Federal De posit 
Insurt~t~ce . Practically every banker in the N~Uon felt tha ~ the Federal 
!Jllm of deposita insurance was the only plan which stood bet1·1een them and 
complete oblivion. 

The risk of losses under this plun is borne by the F. D. I . C. 
ns a }i:edera.l agency. Under the origin!il Ect creat1n5 this insurWlce plM 
litt.le or no twthorlty was granted to the F.D. I.C . to ree!ulute tmd control 
the methods of banking, although full responsibility for tne payment of de­
posits up to ~,000 was throvm heavily on the shoulders of the Corporation . 
In other YIOras, t.he originsl act made the Corporation r esponsible for all 
of the cistnkes and bad management of each end every State Banking institu­
tion ana left their hands tied in the matter of promulgatinJ eny rules or 
regulations which might have been a safeguard aga+ns t the losses 11hich v:oul<i 
be incurred thl·ough unsound nn<i unsli.fe banking oyerations. Thls is an 
anomt.J.y which must be corrected if the Federal p.lan of deposit insurWlce 
is to be maae successful Wla I, for one, believe wnoleheartealy that the 
institution 11h1ch bears the risk of the losses shoulu be accorded the 
1>rivilcge of making regulations which will minimize the losses to be borne. 

I the.ref'ore do not agree with you in your suggestion that 
the Ban" Commissioner of Oklahoma assume any leadership ill a campaign which 
undertllkes to thwart or oppose President Roosevelt's ideas concerning a 
proper regulation o~ State Banks whose deposits nre insured by the F . D. I . C. 

In closing I observe that your letter of criticlsm, direct­
ed at the Bankin~ Act of 1935, is coincident with a general attack levoled 
by the United States Chamber of Commerce against t r1e entire National Ad­
rninistration under the leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt . I thoroughly 
beJ.ievo in his honesty and wisdom and decline to join with any group in 
building up a program oi' critical propaganda which unquestionably will be 
used between now and. the general elections of 1936, to defeat him lU'ld to 
destroy tho constructive progress which this Nation :nns made under his 
le&dership. 

HCJ/np 
CC - Governor l:.. w. Marland 

Hon • G. J.o' . Roetzel 

Yours truly, 

Howard c. Johnson 
Bank Commissioner . 
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