


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D, C. m
16 February 1945 cumnl-

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

The President will probably be interested
in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 6é7-a snd dated
10 February 1945. Will you kindly see that it reaches
his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

fl L

William J. Donovan
Director
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: By pate JUN 111973

The following is a resume of the first talk between
Myron Taylor and Harada Ken, Japanese Ambassador to the Holy
See, as reported by Vessel:

Harada declared that Jap;naﬂe elements desirous of
peace are not responsible for the Pacific war, and that those
elements might be able to make their will felt if the Anglo-
Americans would offer acceptable terms.

Taylor reminded Harade that American public opinion
still remembers the unprovoked attack on Pearl Harbor. He prom-
ised, however, to initiate a friendly investigation of the pos-
sibilities for negotistion.

Taylor and Harada agreed that the terms of the two
belligerent groups, azs they knew them, were too far apart to
permit negotiations.

Harada stated that the United States' chief war aim
apparently was a victory that would give Japanese pacifist ele-
ments ascendancy over the military and prevent any future mili-

tarist aggreseion. He added thzt Jspan was exhausted by the
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war she has been fighting since 1937, and that she needs a long

period of peace.

BW
William J. Donovan
Director
VESSEL 67-a o uAss1rIEy
Report of 10 February 1945 By Authority or C(f DO
Shit
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

{;}’_/ WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 February 1945

Migs Grace
The White House

Dear Grace:
I think the President will be inter-
ested in the enclosed memorandum, which contains a
report from our representative in London. Will you
kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you.
Sincerely yours,

A

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 F.
7 February 1945 ik
By Authority of (’_,!&
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: By, Date 2

The following letter from the 0SS representative in
London, dated 8 February 1945, contains background information
on King Peter's nomination of Yuray Shutey (Sutej) and General
Dushan Simovie for the Yugoslav regency council. Attached is
a copy of a letter from General Simovich to Premier Subasich,
explaining and defending the General's seemingly coneiliatory
attitude toward Italy and Germany in March and April 1941.

"On the morning of 7 February, King Peter received
Yuray Shutey (Sutej) after Shutey had been informed of the re-
Jection of his candidacy for the regency council by Marshal
Tito. The King 6old Shutey of his conference on 6 February
with Yuray Krnyevich (Karjevic), who had insisted that the
King retain Shutey as regent. Krnyevich allegedly advised
the King to insist upon Shutey even if the latter should at-
tempt to offer his resignation.

"Dr. Shutey told the King that he found himself in
a most embarrassing position but he would, of course, serve
the King in any capacity that he wishes. Shutey suggested
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that in view of the fact that the King was going to preside
over the Cabinet meeting that very afternoon, it would be de-
girable that Shutey should in the presence of the other members
of the Cabinet offer his resignation and ask the King to re-
lease him from his appointment as Regent. He advised the King
to put on @ little act and to pretend that he was annoyed at
Shutey's attempt to resign, insisting in no uncertain terms
that he, Shutey, had no right to withdraw after being ap-
pointed by the King.

*In the afternoon the King presided over the Cabinet
meeting as scheduled and specifically asked each member of the
Cabinet not to leave London for Belgrade until and unless the
Regency question had been settled. He called the Premier's at-
tention te the fact that he signed an agreement with the King
about two weeks ago that he would not leave for Yugoslavia un-
til he obtained the consent of the King and until the Regency
had been appointed. Interior Minister Kosanovich and Shutey
promised the King not to leave without his consent. Premier
Subasich was silent throughout the meeting but tewssds the end

allegedly assured the King that he would not leave until the
DECLASSIFTED
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"Justice Minister Marushich, however, pointed out to
the King that the King's demand that the Cabinet remain put Ma-
rushich in an embarrassing position with the National Committee
of Liberation. The King replied that 'fl'ou have taken an oath
to the King and you must abide by his reguest. I cannot let
you go and remain here alone in the lurch. The Regency ques-
tion must be settled before you move to Balgrade.'_

*During the Cabinet session, related the King, Shutey
put on the act as agreed upon. He made a speech begging the
King to release him as Regent in view of Tito's reply. The King
reprimanded Shutey, telling him that he had no right even to
suggest such a course of action; that he was appointed by the
King and he must stick to it. Shutey then assured the King
that the will of His Majesty would be heeded and that he would,
of course, be at the complete disposal of the King.

"Late in the evening Shutey informed the King that
British Ambassador Stevenson had seen Subasich and demanded
that the Cabinet leave for Belgrade. He allegedly told Suba-
sich that the planes would be ready at the airport on Saturday,
10 February, and that the planes would wait no longer. This

l -
report corresponds with &‘b"‘f&ﬁ&s&ﬁ%‘ﬁ“‘“ﬂ‘ to me on 6 Febru
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ary that he is contemplating leaving London by plane on the
morning of 10 February. He is all packed and ready to go.
The King's statement that Subasich promised to remain until
the Regency question is settled seems to be contrary to what
Subasich told me that very same day.

"At 6:30 p.m. I saw the original letter forwarded
by General Simovic to Subasich. I am enclosing a copy of it
herewith. I asked the King in the evening whether he contenm-
plates insisting upon General Simovic as Regent. The King
told me that he has not decided and he did not raise that
question at the Cabinet session referred to above. He told
me that he was having difficulty trying to find another Serb
who would be acueptaﬁla to him and at the same time would not
be annthgqa to Tito. He was giri;g some thought to appoint-
ing Bozo Markovich, who is now in New York, but he was told
by several people that Markovich's health is so poor he would
probably not accept.

*The King has not made up his mind as to who should
be bubstituted for General Simovic if the latter is to be re-

placed.*
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To The Prime Minister, By Autbority or C
Dr. Ivan Subasie, WA

Royal Yugoslav Government ——@_'L(L?:rm
London. ’ _M_ 73

By date

oir,

H. M. The King, by a decision communicated to the
Government on 2 February, has nominated me a member of the
Royal Regency Council. This decision also has reached the
press.

Marshal Tito, in reply to my guery, has agreed with
the decision of H. M. The King. His reply was communicated to
me by General Velebit, the head of Marshal Tito's Military Mias-
gion, and also by you.

However, today you informed me that you have obtained
a certain document which bears the date April 1941, as a result
of which you have decided to oppose the decision of His Majesty
and Marshal Tito. ;

On my request to produce this document, you stated
that it consists of a note bearing my handwriting, and that it
represents my instructions to the then Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs for carrying on negotiations with Germans and Italians.

You also--from another note of yours--explained to me the
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contents of this note. As far as I can remember, you said it
contained the following statements:

a. That no particular Anglophile feelings should be
shown;

b. That some sort of neutrality should be followed,
whereby the Italian left and German right flanks would be
covered;

c. That we would occupy Salonica to prevent disem-
barkation of forces hostile to Germany.

On my further reguest to name the person who supplied
you with this document, and to explain why it was not produced
during the last three or four years by the now apparently con-
scientious holder, you replied that you could not do this but
would supply me without delay with a photographic copy of this
note. You even refused to hand me your own notes about this
note.

This immediately raised the question in my own mind
as to what interpretation you were now placing on this note.
But not for a moment did I have any doubts as to the purpose
of the note at the time when it was written (if it was indeed
written by me) as it must have been very necessary in view of
the following situation which then prevailed.

DECLASSIFIED m
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The Governnent of 27 En.rcharlﬂl. which by Ts V4o
advent alone had in fact dissolved the Tripartite Pact, was en-
gaged in diplomatic efforts to at least postpone the outbreak of
war. This was necessary to gain badly needed time for the mobil-
ization already ordered by me, and to prepare the country's de-
| fense, which previous governments neglected.

In my capacity of Prime Minister, and apart from the
Foreign Minister, I was working in two directions:

1) to secure help from Britain and the United States,

2) to obtain an agreement of mutual assistance with

Soviet Russia.

I negotiated with the British Ambassador, Sir Ronald
Campbell, on 2 and 3 April. The Chief of the Imperial General
Staff had negotiations with him during his secret visit. He
was accompanied by Mr. Eden's secretary. During these negotia-
tions, carried on in the offices of our General Staff, we re-
ceived prospects of Allied help. Consequently, I sent the head
of the operating department of our General Staff to Greece in
order to contact Generals Maitland and Wilson, then command ing
the Allied forces in Greece.

At the same time, through our Ambassador in the United

States, I made efforts to obtain material help from there. This

was promised to us. m
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I negotiated with the Soviet Charge d'Affaires in
Belgrade, Mr. Lebediev. He finally transmitted to me the sug-
gestion of Mr. Molotov that authorized representatives be sent
to Soviet Russia in order to conclude a pact of mutual assist-
ance. On 1 April, I sent Colonel Simich and Colonel Savich to
Moscow. At the same time, our Minister in Moscow was instructed
to contact Mr. Molotov, and, in his capacity as head of our del-
egation, to conclude the pact. These activities of mine resulted
in the pact of mutual assistance which was in fact signed on the
night of 5 April.
Nevertheless, we needed time to complete our mobili-
zation and to realize our other plans without provoking the
Germans and Italians. In view of this fact, and after receiv-

ing confidential reporte of German troop concentrations on our
frontiers, I asked our Ministry of Foreign Affairs to adopt a
policy of conciliation towards Germany and Italy in order to
conceal our real intentions.. This was also the attitude of
the entire Government.

But if proof be needed that the coneciliatory poliecy
adopted toward Germany in March and April 1941 was a purely
fictitious one, it is hardly necessary to bring up old notes

m
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of the period, whether or not they be in my handwriting. The
true policy of the Yugoslav Government is clearly established
in the world press of that time.

Besides, a similar conciliatory policy was adopted
by Soviet Russia as soon as the danger of war approached that
country. With the same end in view, namely tﬁ gain time, So-
viet Russia even concluded a political pact with Germany. I

therefore ask myself, today when the war is nearing a success-
ful end, if the leading responsible Russian statesmen are also
to be atbackéd for adopting such a policy?

It is regrettable that today, when our people badly
need all our energies for constructive work, you Sir, from
your responsible and high place are, by this action of yours,
wasting our energies and imposing unnecessary difficulties
upon our highest leadership both here and at home.

GENERAL D. SIMOVIC
Former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia

London, 6 February 1945
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19 February 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be interested
in the enclosed memorandum, which quotes a letter from
the 0SS representative in London. Will you kindly see
that it reaches his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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The following letter, dated 9 February 1945, from the
0SS representative in London, contains background inforﬁntinn
on the attitude of Premier Subasich toward the departure of the
Yugoslav cabinet for Belgrade:

"On 8 February, Premier Subasich reported to me on
the cabinet meeting of 7 February at which King Peter had pre-
sided. He confirmed the King's statement that he (King Peter)
had requested the cabinet to remain in London until the ques-
tion of the regency was settled. After the Eing left, accord-
ing to Subasich, he and his cabinet remained for further dis-
cussion. They agreed unanimously that it would be ill-advised
to rush to Yugoslavia without the King's consent before settle-

ment of the regency problem.

"Towards the end of the cabinet meeting British Ambas-
sador Stevenson called up and asked to speak to Subasich. The
members of the cabinet begged him not to see this "Mephistoph-
eles". It seems that members of the Royal Yugoslav Government,
ae well as the King, are annoyed at Stevenson's constant pres-

sure to have them leave for Yugoslavia, From various sources

O
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I gather that Ambassador Stevenson is 100 percent pro-Tito, and
is probably carrying out the instructions of the British Foreign
Office in his approach to the whole problem. - Subasich informed
Stevenson that he was attending a meeting of the cabinet and
would have to postpone seeing him.

"In the late afternoon Subasich saw Stevenson, who in-
sisted upon the immediate departure of the Royal Yugoslav Govern-
ment for Belgrade without waiting for the settlement of the re-
gency question. Subasich told me that Stevenson claimed to have
received a message from the Soviets, who insisted upon the imme-
diate departure of the Government. Stevenson allegedly added:
'We cannot put off the planes any longer; you must be all ready
by the morning of 10 February.' 'For the first time', said Su-
basich, 'I blew up. I told Ambassador Stevenson: "By making
us go to Belgrade immediately you will probably please the Rus-
sians. But what will the world think of me and what opinion
will you personally, Mr. Stevenson, have of me if I, as Prime
Minister of the King's Government, leave the King here against
his wish without settling the guestion of the regency?"' Suba-
sich told Stevenson that under no eircumstances could he see

hie way clear t%;ﬂ Emnta departure. He also let Stevenson

By Authority Df
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know that even if he personally went, the rest of the Government
would not follow him in disregarding the King's regquest.

"I immediately transmitted this information to Ambas-
sador Patterson and suggested that he verify this by speaking to
Stevenson, particularly with reference to the contemplated de-
parture of the Royal Yugoslav Government. Patterson spoke to
Stevenson, who confirmed the whole matter. Stevenson remarked
to Patterson, 'It looks as if Subasich got cold feet.' Steven-
son admitted that he tried to rush the cabinet to Belgrade by
planeon 10 February, but that Subasich was undecided and refused
to commit himself as to the exact date of his departure. Steven-
son also confirmed Subasich's statement that as the Prime Minis-
ter of -the Royal Yugoslav Government he could not leave until
the éuaa‘t-iun of the regency is settled. Ambassador Patterson
asked Stevenson how he proposed to solve this new crisis, and
Stevenson replied, 'Let them fight it out amongst themselves.'

"Subasich expressed considerable doubt to me about the
future that is awaiting him. He told me, and his wife confirmed
it, that they may yet leave for the United States instead of
Belgrade. Subasich told me that he is very much disheartened
by Partisan attacks on his friend, the Croat Peasant Party

DECLASSIFIED
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leader, Machek. He told me that during his last trip to Yugo-

slavia he spoke to Tito, Ivan Ribar, and Edvard Kardely, asking

them to promise him one thing only, and that was not to permit
any attacks on Machek. He told me further that when he was in

-4 -

Yugoslavia he received a note from the representatives of the
Domabrans (whom he identified as the Home Guard of the Croatian
Peasant Party, 150 thousand strong) to prevail upon Tito not to
attack Machek. /0SS analysts in Washington comment that the
Domabrans, who originally constituted the Home Guard of the
Croat Peasant Party, were largely dissolved during the war and
absorbed by the Ustashi and the army of the Croat puppet govern-
. ment, The latter organizations, however, now appear to be dis-
integrating. If the Domabrans should regain their unity they
might carry some political weight in liberated Yugoslavia./
Before his departure, according to Subasich, Tito and his col-
leagues gave him a solemn promise not to attack Machek. A week
after hie departure the most vicious and slanderous attacks
were commenced against the Croat Peasant Party leader.

"Subasich told me that General Velebit came in one day
and started to talk against Machek, repeating the attacks which

were disseminated in the Communist press in Yugoslavia. Sibasich
DECLASSIFIED
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Velebit was just following the line taken by Tito and his col-
leagues despite their promise to Subasich.

"'This incident', said Subasich, 'makes me wonder how
they are going to treat me after I reach Belgrade, and whether
the fate which befell Kosutich is awaiting me.' Kosutich, the
Vice-President of the Croatian Peasant Party, escaped from Za-
greb to negotiate with Tito, and when he refused to follow the
line laid down by the National Committee of Liberation, was
placed under home arrest.

"Subasich told me that he is still anxious to go to

Yugoslavia and to do what he can for his country, but that he
fears he will be isolated among the 28 members of the Govern-
ment. He complained to me, 'Ilmnnnt. even rely on the members
of the Royal Yugoslav Government, who are talking against me
behind my back. I am going there alone.' Time and again he
repeated that he is flirting with the idea of returning to
America and retiring to private life.

"Subasich said that Tito is going too far on the gues-
tion of the regency. At first, Tito approved of Simovich and
later retracted his approval. Subasich felt that the King

should be accorded the privilege of naming his omn regents and

o
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that if Tito were as strong as he olaims to be he would not have
insisted upon having Ante Mandich and Sretan Vukosavlyevich.

'If Tito kills Machek', said Subasich, 'the whole of Croatia
will arise against him, and that will be in addition to the
Serbian problem with which he is faced now. The Serbian people
will not stand for totalitarianism.®

"Speaking of the Yugoslav press, Subasich pointed out
that during all these weeks, since he had concluded negotiations
with Tito, not a single line or article was devoted to him in
the press. There is complete silence as to his activities and
efforts to bring about a compromise. Not once was his picture
printed in the papers. His name is only referred to when they
speak of the Tito-Subasich agreement, and that he regards as
exceedingly significant.

"Late in the evening Subasich stated that Churchill,
before his departure for the Big Three conference, had told him
that a great deal would depend upon the results of the confer-
ence. 'Perhaps', said Mr. Churchill, 'the control of Yugoslavia
will be placed in the hands of the Big Three, in which case the
whole situation will change considerably. But, frankly, I can

not tell at this time what is going to happen there.'
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"From the whole conversatiy D it SuBasich

had decided to await Churchill's return and find out what exactly
was decided about Yugoslavia. He told me that he is hopeful that
the United stataa will play a more autiva part in Yugoelavia,

which would enhance Subasich's prestige when he getes to Belgrade.

"From this day on, Subasich asserted, he will not re-
veal, even to his colleagues, the exact date of his departure
for Belgrade, if he goes there. He will try to postpone the.
trip, if possible, until Churchill's return.

"To Summarize Subasich's attitude at the present mo-
ment: He is much perturbed by the uncertainty that is awaiting
him in Belgrade. He is beginning to have serious doubts whether
he will be given an opportunity to play an important role in the
new government. - He ;n much perturbed by the constant attacks on
Machek, since they are both members of the same party. He is
greatly harassed by his own colleagues in the Government on one
side, and by the King's insistence to remain here, on the other.
He is becoming annoyed with Ambassador Stevenson's pressure to
leave things undone and to rush to Belgrade to settle the regency
question.

"In the light of all this, he is tempted to throw up
everything and go to the United States to write his memoirs.

o



Bibasich is not a happy man at this moment.. *

)

William J. Donovan
Director
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES “

WASHINGTON, D.C. !

21 February 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

The President -will probably be interested
in the enclosed memorandum, containing intelligence
transmitted by our London representative. Will you
be good enough to see that it reaches his desk?
Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

/

21 February 1945 /1,
5

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information, transmitted by the 08S rep-
resentative in London, has been supplied by a usually reliable
source in the Polish Ministry of Information:

President Wladislaw Raczkiewicz is seriously consid-
ering the idea of releasing the armed forces, under the control
of the London Government, from their oath of allegiance. Such
a step would enable soldiers and officers individually to de-
cide whether to plnca t.hmlm at the disposal of the proposed
provisional gufamnant in Poland and return to the homeland, to
offer themselves to the Western 4111&: as mmiu. or to
take such other action as they see fit. The intransigence among
the rank and file of these Polish forces appears to be diminish-
ing in favor of a more realistic outlook. Several Generals and
a considerable number of Polish army officers of all ranks are
reported privately to have indicated a readiness to return to
the new Poland. The most important of these is reported to be
General Stanislaw %LMH of the Polish First Armored

By Autbority of IHB s
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Division on the Western Front. The majority of the officers
and men under his command m'uid to hold similar views.

Source believes that many other Polish officers of
all ranks would declare themselves in favor of returning to
Poland, except for the recent statement by General Michal Rola-
Zymierski that the new regime will deal harshly with high-rank-
ing officers and will only accept those below the rank of major.
Even among the Polish General Staff in Lonﬂnn sentiment appears
to be veering towards a return to Poland. Surprising aetivity
in favor of a return is reported taking place on high levels -
of the General Staff Deuxieme Bureau (Intelligence). General
Tabor, deputy Chief of Staff, has repeatedly mentioned that he
favors returning home, though General Stanislaw Kopanski, the
Chief of Staff, remains undecided. Opposition to a return is
apparently still prevalent in the Polish Navy and in the Polish
Corps under the command of General Anders in Italy.

Source's Czech contacts report that the following
three former Polish leaders are actively participating in the
formation of the new government: ex-President Stanislaw

Wo jeiechoweki; the aged ex-Preeident Wicenty Witos, and the

..




well-known Socialist leader, Pugak. Source comments that the
participation of Puzak or some other well-known Socialist in
the provisional government could effect a complete reversal
in the hitherto irreconcilable position of the Socialists in
London. MAmong the latter, Jan Stanczyk and Ludwig Grosfeld
reportedly already are willing to go to Poland if Mikolajezyk

does.

S

¥William J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSITIID
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WASHINGTON, D. C. :
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22 February 1945
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Dear Grace:

I think the President will be 1nté;ested
in the enclosed message from our London representa-
tive. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk?
Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

7 L

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES \ “
WASHINGTON, D. C. /., o
22 February 1945 #

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The 088 representative has transmitted the following
information, obtained by trustworthy sources in mid-February
from four members of the Hungarian Provisional Government and
the chiefs of the Hungarian Red Cross now in Debrecen. The 0SS
representative evaluates the information F-3.

The Hungarian Provisional Government is virtually cut
off from the outside world, since no adequate transportation,
radio or telegraph communications are available to it. One car
is the sole means of transportation for the entire Cabinet. The
Soviet command and the ACC in Debrecen have radio and telephone
communications lith‘ Budapest, Moscow and other places, and pos-
sess good cars and trucks. '

The Government may commnicate with the Americans or
British only through the Saviet ACC at Debrecen, headed by Mar-
shal Voroshilov and including a staff of some 325 other officers.

The food situation in Debrecen is critical. Of the
former 350 doctors in Debrecen only 60 remain, Typhus has broken

out. The Germans and the Rusgipns have destroyed or taken away
By Autbority of__ CL 1/
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medical supplies.
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There is urgent need for UNRRA assistance, for medical -
supplies, food, clothing, and transportation. The Hungarians,
however, are afraid to ask the Western Allies for assistance
lest the Soviets misinterpret such a request.

&s of 14 February, 9000 Hungarian soldiers were being
held as prisoners in Debrecen. Previously they had been re-
leased as the nucleus of the new army, but they were seized
again as prisoners of war, by order of Marshal Malinovski.
Moscow is now to determine their status.

Hungarian officials claim that the Soviets are moving
large groups of persons from the rural areas, and that 200,000
such persons have already been sent to the USSR. Spring plant-
ing has been reduced by 80 percent due to the loss of farmstock
and equipment.

Famine and disease is reported in Budapest. The Gov-
ernment plans to remain in Debrecen at least six weeks longer.

i
William J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSIFIED
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Sub-sources mentioned in foregoing Memorandum:

Minister of War, Janos Voros,

Minister of Education, Geza Teleki
Minister of Health, Eric Molnar
Secretary to Premier Bela Miklos, Tarnay
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' WASHINGTON, D.C.
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22 February 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace: -
1 shall appreciate it if you will bring to
the President's attention the enclosed memorandum and

its appendices regarding Thailand,

Sincerely yours
=

William J. Donovean
Director

gy
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A representative of oure, an American sent in especially for

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

the purpose, has Just returned here from Bangkok, where he confer-
red personally with seversl high Thai officials, including Luang
Pradit, Regent of Thailand,

He brovght with hin certain political intelligesice and pro-
posals, including a proposal of the Regent for the formation of a
provisional Free Thai governmenf in this country, which have been
réferred to the State Department. (See Appendix A).

He also brought with him certain military intelligence and
proposals, including a detailed, account of Japanese forces in
Thailand, the potentialities'of’ the Thai armed forces for aid to
the Allies, and a war plan based on these dispositions which are
being referred to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (See Appendix B).

Both the political gnd military proposals are also being
presented in Washington on behalf of the Fegent by Suni Thepareksa,
a delegate of the Foreign Office, who ceme out of Thailand for

this purpose with one of our missions.

An Americen officer is at present in Bangkok, where he has

personal access to the Hegent, and hig principal aideg,




elaide

Free Thai movement, and radio communication to our base on Ceylon.
(He constitutes a channel of communication to the Regent.) He
is sending to us information received directly by him, and by

thie means also we hope to establish an additional line of

D pcren.

¥illiam J. Donovan
Director

penetration to Japan.
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In October 1944 0SS operating under South Past Asia Commend
fru:q Ceylon wﬁa eble to introduce & mimber of Americen-trained Thai
agents into Thailand by airplane. These agents followed by about four
months another group of American-treined Thais which had been intro-
duced by 08S officers overland from China. The China group had
been all picked up by Thei police, and as at that time the Covern-
ment in Thailend was that of Premier Pibul, who was pro-Axis in
his actions, they were all held incomminicado by the police in
Bangkok. The Ceylon group arrived efter the new Govermment of
Premier Kowit had come into power.

Fartunately, two of these agents war;a able to make contact
with the Free Thai movement directly, thus avoiding the police.
Through their friendly Thai assaciataa_ they met Iueng Pradit, the.
Regent of Thailand and the leader of the Free Thei Movement.

As they had lost their radio, Pradit instructed the polir::'.a
to give them every facility in meking contact with Ceylon. This
involved using the redios brought in by the China group of Thais.

By November 033 had started to receive a series of in-
telligence messeges from both groups of agents, which, as time went
on, assumed an increasingly grester significence. By December,

intelligence was coming out which was forming the basis for B-29

reids in Thailand end Singapore, MW‘PW
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militery intelligence on Japanese dispositions end intentions in
the area was made available to us. Materiel also begen to come in
from Japen and Indo-China through Thai representetives in those
countries.

One of the most important reasons for the su;uuaaalof these
0SS operations in Theilend has been thet 0SS hed used Free Thai
representatives abroad, such as Mr. Sanguan Tulerek, as edvisors
end instructors for their students. It was inevitable that contacts
would be made with the Free Thei Movement which would suceeed in
producing the most valuable type of militery intelligence but which
would also bring up political questions.

As a result of the successful development of these initial
operetions, for by this time the China group of Thai sgents were
receiving far better treetment, a second phese of these menmeral
operations was proposed.

This phase involved the introduction of an American Mission
into Thailend comsisting of 083 officers vrepered to discuss the
possibilities of a greaterdevelopment of intelligence networks through-
out the area and also underground operations involving resistance
groups and guerrilla forces to fight the Japenese.

In the beginning, our Thais in Thailend sent a series of
messages indicating that the situation wes still eriticel in the
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country, and thet no further agents sfuild be introduced until the
all-clear signel was given. By the middle of December, however, the
situation had improved, and by the thirtieth of theat month 0SS

hed received & messege saying that Pradit had approved the dis-
ignation of a site in southern Theiland at w@ich an emphibious air=-
plane could lend carrying Americem officers. The following day
(the 3lst) 0SS received a message from Pradit wishing; "on the
evening of this suspicious New Year, 1945, long life and happiness
to the Allies, and looking forward to the day when Siamese Armed
Forces and people will have the privilege to march shoulder to
shoulder with the Allied Armies for the liberation of oppressed
peoples from Axis domination”.

During Jenuery, a fur’;.her geries of messages from Pradit
indicaeted that in return for introdueing this Americen Mission he
would like to have a prominent Thai diplomat exfiltrated from the
country in order to set up a Committee of Free Thais outside the
country to initiste negotiations with Americe end Grest Britein
for the epproval of some sort of executive committee or provisional
government which would be recognized by the United Netions. Pradit
feels that a free government on Allied territory would with U.S.
backing be eligible for membership in the United Nations end that
post-war Thei independence would thus be assured. Such government
beyond Japanese influence and recognized by the Great Powers would
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bring over all within Thailand who ere still uncertain as to what
course to follow.

Despite suggestions to the contrary originating partly from
British sources, there is but one party in Theiland -- enti-Axis
end united behind Pradit, who elone has a populer following.

As a result, on Jamuary 25, 0SS despatched a mission from
Ceylon by British Ceteline consisting of Thai studen_ts to reinforce
our Thai group alreedy in the country, end two Americen of ficers
to continue nezotiations with the Free Thais for further develop~
ment of intelligence and resistence activities.

This plen was successfully met and greeted by our Ceylon
Thais, and the return journey to Indie carried a Thai from the
Foreign Affairs Department who bore letters of reference signed
by the Regent and Vice-Premier suthorizing the setting up of a
Free Thai Committee. '

This spokesmen for Pradit states that the Regent now has
complete control over the Merine Corps and the Navy. In the case
of the Army, the C in G, who is Pradit's man, is ill, but his
Chief of Staff is also with the Free Thai Movement. He feels that
Predit will receive more than 50% suvport from the Thai army. The
reason for this is his power under the comstitution to appoint any

officers whom he may choose to the commend of the army. He thus

has the whip-hand over any ficers. He feels also



that the army, in general, is only waiting impetus from events
out side Thailand to become uhc;lehaartedly pro-Allied.

The Free Thai Movement inside has so far been financed by
Predit from his own means and by secret contributions from his
followers; outside activities, even some of those implemented by
038, have been paid for by Thai assets in the U. S. A., unfrozen
for this purpose. Government Department funds in Bangkok are so
carefully scrutinized by lew that security would be broken by using
moneys available there. Owing to the expension of elandestine
activities the methods formerly used can no longer be contimued.
Pradit now has requested that 500,000 dollars more of Thai gold be
braught in by 0SS for contimuance of his work. Plans for carrying
out this request are under way.

At the time of the arrival of Allied troops on Thai territory,
the Regent will accept the resignation of the present government.
He will then appoint a new government, presumebly formed around
the Thai officials coming with the troops, i.e. the executive
comnittee or provisional government at present under discussion to
be formed outside the country. This government will then declare
wer on Japan and, by constitutional decree, the Regent will order
the Thai Army, Navy, and Merine Corps to cooperate with the Allies
and to fight Japenese troops. According to this procedure the

activities of the Regent will remain constitutional throughout.

r




On the question of tarr!tar! {al Iggnaﬂ #fBde by Thailand under

the Japanese the Regent was extremely frank in conversation with the
0SS officer. He stated that Thailand was prepared wholeheartedly
to return to four northern states of Malaya and the Shan states to
Great Britain. So far as the territory anqu@red from Indo-China
was concerned, he felt that this had been ﬁhtainsd by legal and
proper negotiations and, furthermore, that the areas rightfully
belong to Thailend. He suggested that the proper procedure will be
to submit the rightful elaims of Indo-China and Thailanq for this
territory to an arbitrating power or committee of powers after the
War. It is hoped that some message of encouragement will be sble
%o be delivered to the Regent and his stout associates in the Free
Thei Movement who have already contributed so mich to the Allied
cause. It may be pointed out here that anmy:.encouragement that cen
be given by the United States Government %o the cause of the Free
Theis, and in the negotiations now asbout to be undertaken by the
Tree Thai delegates in Washington, will have an inestimable velue
in strengthening the development of military intelligence in

South East Asia and hastening the resistance sctivities to be in-
itiated at the time of Allied campaign across the Peninsula of

Burma and Indo~China.
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The following information concerns the Japanese t -

tions in Thailand and Thai estimates of the actual fighting strength

of such forces. The proposal is that of the Regent Luang Pradit.

1. Javanese Strength in Thailand as of 30 January 1945

The total number of Japanese troops in Thailand as of 30 January
1945 was 39,403. Of these, approximately 7,500 constituted fighting
forces. The Japenese troops are srread” throughout Thailand, but are
heavily concentrated in three general areas - the Kanchanaburi dis-
trict, where 15,052 troops are used to suard the Burma-Thailand Rail-
way and Allied prisoners of war: Eangkok, where 3,754 Japanese troops,
consisting for the most nart of service forces, are stationed; and
Chumporn, in lower peninsular Thailand, which is the headquarters
of one Japanese Livision. In additién, one Drigade of Japanese
troope is headquartered at Prachuab Khirikhan, but most of its
strength is located in Eurma on the Mergui-Tavoy Coast.

The exact location of Japanese forces in Thailand, toeether with
details of field cuns, antiaireraft weapons, tanks, and other mili-

tary elements is shown on a map which is attached hereto and marked
DECLASSIFIED " g
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2. ©Strength of Thai Armed Forces

L S
A) The Aray By___S# o NOV 271973

The total activeted strength of the Thai Army as of 30 Janu-

LEwalt. 2.

ary 1945 was five divieions and ele
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enproximately 80,000 men. Reoresentatives of the Thﬂm

informed the 0SS Officers that by the end of March 1945, each of
these divisicns would be at full strength, fully armed and well
supplied with ammun1t10n. These Thai forces are strategically
stationed with respect to Japznese forces in Thailand.

The Thai Army forces are stationed throughout Thailand at points
which permit ready control of lines of communication between Thailand
and surrounding territories. Thus the southernmost portion of
peninsvlar Thailand is covered by the Ath Army division. The northern
portion of the peninsula and the trails and roads leadine from Burma
to Theiland in that section are protected by Thai Kegiments stationed
at Pechaburi and Ratburi. The Bangkok area is covered by the Thai
lst division with headquarters at Lobpuri, a city near Bangkok. A
regiment stetioned at Aranyapradet controls the railroads and road
extending intalfﬁgnch Indo-China on the east. Lines of communication
between Thailand and French Indo-China in the northeast are under
the control of the Thai 7th division. Finally, the northern and
northwest portions of the country are covered by the Thai 3rd division,
with headquarters in Kengtung, and the 2nd and Ath divisions, stationed

in the Chiengmai-Chiensrai, Uttaradit area.

B) The Marines

The Thai iarine Corps is a relatively emall force which was

first organized during Thailand's recent conf ict with French Indo-China.
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Ite headquarters is located at Sattahib, the Thai Nm

the east shore of the Gulf of Siam. Total strength of this force
is approximately one brigade, consisting of 5,000 combat troops end
1,000 auxiliary units. These marines have little mobility at this
time, due to lack of tires for their vehicles. However, they are
highly trained and should constitute an effective fighting force if
properly utilized,

C) The Navy

The Thai Navy consisting of some 16 torpedo boats and de-

stroyers, 6 submarines, and sdditional auxiliary craft is presently
immobilized for lack of fuel oil. The shipe, however, are in com-
mission and are staffed with trained crews.

D) The Military Police

The Thaei Military Police, an organization similar to the
Japanese Xempei, ie a rapidly growine force under the command of
kdmiral Luang Sangwan, a highly respected national naval hero. This
organization, some time ago, had in its ranks over 1,000 men and
recently has been expandins. Ite personnel is strategically placed
roximate to Thai Army installations and has the duty of keeping
Thai Army Officers and men under constant surveillance. The
/ilitary Police are ready &t any time to arrest Aray Officers of
all ranks who prove disloyal to the King's Kegent.

ECLASSIFILD
FE) The Field Police D

The Thai Field Police is Wnrgw
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charged with the duty of meintaining order in nnrthm

land and certain outlying communities in other sections of the
country. The heaviest armament of the Field Police is heavy machine
gﬁna, but these forces would be useful in quelling .incipient riots,
subduing recalcitrant civilians and enemy sympathizers, and guard-
ing prisoners. The oresent leader of the Field Police, Lt. General
Luang Adul, is a political opportunist whose loyalty to the Hegent
is open to guestion. The Regent has stated categorically to the
OSS Officers who interviewed him that he is prepared to remove
Luang Adul from office in the event he cannot ecount on his loyalty.
The relative positione of the Thai Arny, Marines, and Field
Police are presented on "Map # 2%, which is appended to. paragraph 3.

3. The Plan of the Regent for Subduine the Japanese in Thailand and

Y
-

Assurine Isolation of Japanese in Burma, Malava, and Fpench Indo-

Chine
The purpose of this plan is to ensble the Thais, with aid of

one American Division nlus two regiments, to-destroy the Japanese in
Thailand and block off the enehy in Burma, Malaya, ahd French Indo-
China. The plan involves the cooperation of the Thai forces, which
has been verbally gvaranteed by the Regent, Its various phases will
+ be outlined below. In addition, "Map # 2", which ie attached hereto,
shovs the duties each military element woulé be required to perform

g AT

in order to assure success.
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A) Landing of American Forces

The Regent states that the only location in Thailand at which
the Japanese do not expect an Allied landing ie the Thai Coast on
the Gulf of Siam. It is his suggestion, therefure that American
forces land at two voints on opposite sides o‘ the Gulf.

a) The mejor force, consieting of one full American Division, ,
should land at Hua Hin, well known Thai summer resort, which has an
excellent beach. One infantry battalion would be recuired to protect
the beachhead, while two infantry battalione would proceed south to
& point west of Prachuab, where, with the aid of undersround guerrillas,
they would cut the Japanese line of communicatisn leadine from Purma
to Thailend at Singhorn Passage. The remainder of the division would
advance rapidly to the north, where it would effect a Junction south-
east of Kanchanaburi with two Thai regiments previously based at
Pechaburi and Ratburi, respectively. These forces, acain aided by
the underzround, would be recuired to cut the Bangkok-Moulmein Rail-
road at Kanchanaburi and would block.the return w0 Thailand of the
lerce concentration of Japanese troops stetioned along the railroad.
1f it avpeared that the point can be held by a lesser number of troops,
the excess wonld proceed to bangkok to assist the Thai 1st Division
in svbduing the Japanese there,

Fi The smaller American force, consistines of two infantry repgi-

ments, would land at Sattzhib, on the east shore of the Gulf, This
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force would join with the Thai Marines and drive towa

leaving perhaps a battalion to proceed south to Chantaburi to pro-
tect the line of communication from French Indo-Chine passine that
point. The forece nroceedine to Bangkok would be required to protect
the ferry across the Bang Pa iung River at Petru, and, if possible,
to throw a pontoon bridze scross at the narrowest point. This would
agssure a first clase one-way traffic road to Bangkok. The American
troops, together with the Thai Warines, could then proceed to Bangkok
to assist in the subduing of Janenese located in that area. 1f the
fmericen forces should earry out the above described taske, the Thai
forces should be able to complete the liberation of Thailand.

I) Luties of Thai Army

Thie war plan requires the Thai krmy to control absolutely all
lines of communication extendins from Thailend to surroundins terri-
tories. GSpecific tasks for the Thai Army are:

8) FReriments at Ratburi and Pechaburi will Join elements of

American Diviejon at pﬁint southeast of Zanchanaburi and
tovether these forces, with underground assistance, will
cut the railroad line at Kanchanaburi and hold there.

b) Thai let Division located in Bangkok area will subdue
Jananese there,

c) Thai Sixth Resiment located at Nakorn Saworn will nrotect

" bl

first clase road extending to Tak,

-
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d) Thai Regiment now stationed at Aranyapradet wi
& line of resistance along the railroad from Aranyapradet

to Prachinburi and will aleo block the railroad at

Fattambang.

e) The Thai Seventh Division, with headguarters at Korat,
and elements at Sakorn Nakorn, Ubon, and Korat will
block lines of communication from French Indo-China on
the northeast st Eassac, Savanskket, Thakek, and along
the ilekons River.

f) In the north, the Third Division, stetioned at Kenstung,

will protect the road from BPurma leadine from Taunoevi
to Kenetune and by maintainine an advance position at
lokaw will guard the east side of the Salween River.
) The Thai Fécoﬁd end Fourth Divisiona, now stationed in
the area bounded by Chiengrai, Chiengmai, Sampang &nd
Uttaradit will protect the road from Chiensmai to
Chiengrai and the road from Chiensmai to Mehongsorn.

C) Tluties of Thai lMarines

The Thai Merines would be recuired to join forces with the two
fmerican recimente landing et Sattehib and vroceed with them to

ranckok, where they would assist the Thai 1lst Divieion in subduving

the Jananesge ;n the Fanrkok area.
; | DECL.A OQTFTED
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D) LDuties of Thai Military Police

The Liilitarv Police would have the duty of arrestine anv Thai
Ermv, Navy, or liarine fozrera who refuse to comnly with the Hegent's
order to attack the Jansnege unon the lending of ﬁmnr1ran troops.

) Duties of Thai Field Police

This organization would be required to maintain order among
civilian Japanese and to perform svard duty in volatile areae.

F) Duties of Thai liavy

The llavy would assist in transportation of Army wnits from
place to place, and to the extent poseible, aid shore units with
naval firepower.

G) Duties of Orsanized Undersround

The undersround wouvld undertake to assist fmerican troope in
cuttine the J penese road at Singhorn passace, would be reguired
to cut unassisted the new Japanese road from Tavoy to Ratburi, and
vould assist the Allied Armies in cuttine the Bangkok-Moulmein Rail-
roaa at Kanchanaburi. In addition, the undersround would perform
ecte of sabotare sgainst the Javanese at all possible points. 1t
would also sesist 0SS veratroopers in cutting the Bangkok-Singapore
failroao ebove and below Chumnorn, snd sahotaginz the Kra Isthmus
Railroad and road.

t)  Suoportine Reguirements

a) An offensive by China's Armjes against Japanese divisions

loceted just north of F burdar would b
-:"--p ® J‘-P——I-Fl-r
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b)

¢)

f)

helpful.

fmerican landings at Vinh and Cam Renh Bay, on the east
coast of French Indo-China, would be able to control the
two divisions of Japanese in that country.

4 Eritish attack on the lergui-Tavoy Coast, simultaneous
with American landines in Thailand, would have the effect
of surprise to the Japanese with thinly spread lines of
resistance.

OFE paratroopers should cut the railroad north and south
of Chumporn and also bloek the Kra Isthmus Railroad,
utilizing to the extent possible the organized underground.
OS5 paratroopers and/or British paramarines should occupy
Don Wivane air field, located 20 miles from Bangkok. This
air field has'rupwavs longz enouch to accommodate E-29s.
ALl lines of communicetion other than those to be used by
Allied troops must be heavily bombed by Allied planee for
several days preceding D-day.

As of 30 January 1945, there were 29,620 white Allied
prisoners of war held by the Japanese in Thailand. MNost
of these are concentrated in the Kanchanaburi district.
fny plan for liberation of Thailand should contemplate

the freeinz of these prisoners, in order that they mizght

asriet the Armies in eliminating the Japanese.
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The Regent stated that the Thai portion of the plan wi 2
rut in action immediately upon lendine of American troops by the
Regent's acceptance of the present remier's resignation (to which
the Premier has already agreed), the formation of a new government
arounc Theie who will land with Allied trodps, declaration. of war
apainst Jepan by the new covernment, and the ordering of all Thai
armed forces to attack the Japanese. All of these acts would be
in accord with the Thai constitution and would be legally valid

in every respect.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C. :

22 February 1944

R
Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

Will you please hend the attached
memorendum to the President. I thimk it will

be of interest to him.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
~
William J. Donovan
Director
Attachments

DECLASSIAED
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WASHINGTON, D. G,

22 Pebruary 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In the event that the question
should arise you might wish to know the assis-
tance given by the British to the investigation
and trial of espionage cases within the United
States since the beginning of the war from
Jamuary 1942 to February 1945.

This informetion has been submitted
by the British at my request.

\DM

Williem J., Donovan
Director

E O. 11!5'. Bac.
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20th February 1945

To date there have been 20 ceses of espionage
or sabotage in the U.S. which have been brought to trial.
0f these 20 cases, 16 have already been brought to a suc-
cessful conclusion, 1 case is nuri-ently being tried, and
3 await trial.

In 12 of these cases, the original tip-off that
the individual was a German agent ceme from outside the
U.5. from the British.

In 2 other cases, the agent was uncovered
through agents who in turn had been uncovered by the Bri-
tish. ‘

In 2 more cases, baukgroum-i information on the
German Intelligence Urganizutic-;z udntrollin.g_th.a agents
was given by the British.

In only 4 cases was no essistance given by the

£

British.
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18.

m 20th Pebruary, 1945

NALE
The DUQUESNE Cese

LUDWIG, Kurt Frederick
FREUNDT, Richard '

The EIII.'EH_' DAH}‘I'EURSi Case
BAHR, Hubert Karl Friedrich
KROEGER, Johannes

LEHMITZ, Brnst Frederick
LANAS VALLECILLA, Robert

BUCHANAN-DINEEN, Grace
BEHRENS, Therese

PURVIS, John da Silva
VETARANO, Carlos

von RAUTTER, William Albrecht
DICKINSON, Velvalee

OTHI™R, Weldemar

STRIEPE, Adolf

HRACKK, Laurent Hemdrikus
Johannes

KOEDEL, Simon Emil
KOEDEL, Marie Hedwig

SUHL, Heinrich Ludwig

SENTENCED

2nd Jenuary, 1942
13th Mareh, 1942

lst September, 1942
3rd August, 1942

2nd September, 1942
17th December, 1942
28th September, 1943
9th November, 1943
25th March, 1944

19th November, 1943
2Tth December, 1943
10th October, 1944
14th hugust, 1944
3lst July, 1944
Trial pending

Trial pending

March lst, 1945

Trial pending
MEL 3(E) BD 1
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19. KREPPER, Carl Emil Ludwig

20,  COLEPAUGH, William Curtis
GIMPEL, Erich

w
Trial current

14th February, 1945
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Grace:

WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 February 1945

I think the attached memorandum
will be of interest to the Presidemt. Will
you please see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

Attachments

Sincerely, .

il

William J. Donovan
Director
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D.C.

23 Pebruary 1945

-MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1. Oa 9 February 1945 there appeared in the Chiocago
"Tribune" and the Washington "Times Herald" 