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o " May 10,2004 -
INFORMATION |
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: = MARGARET SPELLINGS
_FROM:  DIANA SCHACHT

' GARRY MALPHRUS.
SUBJECT: CIVILRIGHTS BRIEFING

{

To update you on the basic principles and accomplishments of your Administration with respect
to civil rights issues. This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in
Brown v. Board of Education, and the 40th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. -

You have committed your Administration to ensuring equal opportunity and equal rights for all.
' ST TR

Equal opportunity means that every person should have access to educational and economic
opportunities. You have said that “education is the great civil rights issue of our time.” You
are advancing educational opportunity through the No Child Left Behind Act, which is working
. 10 close the achievement gap between minority students and their non-mmonty peers. You have
“increased Federal funding for dxsadvantaged students by 52 percent since 2001, and are
increasing funding for minority semng institutions of hlgher education by 30 percent over four
. years. Also, you are creating economic opportunity through your Minority Homeownership ,
" initiative, which has a goal of creating 5.5 million new minority homeowners by the end of the '
decade. You are also i 1mprovmg Federal contracting opportunities for small businesses,
expanding job trammg. and increasing access for people with disabilities in all aspects of
American life. )
Equal rights means that no person should suffer unfair discrimination by the govemment or
. others and that we should protect vulnerable populations. Your Administration is vigorously
enforcing Federal civil rights laws. Yours is the first Administration to ban racial profiling in -
Federal law enforcement. Your Administration is increasing prosecutions for human trafficking,
a modem form of slavery, and assisting the victims. Your Administration is prosecuting criminal
civil rights violations overall at higher levels than the prior Administration. Moreover, you are
ending discrimination against faith-based organizations by the Federal government, many of
“which have been deterred from accessing Federal funds.

217




e 23] W n
L Equll Oppormnity
o A Educalional Opparmmlv e

~ You have sald that "educauon is the great cml nghts issue of our time.” And you have argued
agmnst the ~soft bigotry of low expectations.” To ensure that every child of cvery backgmund
starts life with an opponumty to sncceed, you have supported :

S i ' NoC hnld Leﬁ Behind :
. '@ “The No Child Left Behind Act is working to close the nchlevemem gap belwoen minority
students and their non-minority peers by requiring states to create strong standards for what
" every child should know and learn in reading and math.
¢ Your FY 2005 Budget represents a 49 percent increase for clementary and secondary
education since FY 2001. It includes an additional $1 billion for disadvantaged students
which is a 52 percent increase over FY 2001,

" _® - Under NCLB. you increased funding by 53 perceai since, FY 2001 for programs to teach

: children from non-English speaking homes to read and to assist recent immigrant students:
© ' The 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress results show significant student

. progress in mathematics in both the fourth and eighth grades since 2000. At the fourth grade, e

the percentage of students at or above the proficient level increased from 24 percent 1o 32
percent, and at the eighth grade, the increases are from 26 percent to 29 percent. The - . -
achievement gap in mathematics between white and-African American students'is closing for. -
“both fourth- and eighth-graders, and the gap between white and Hispanic students is closmg
... .for fourth-graders. ,

¢ Accordingto a March 2004 study by the Councnl of Gteat City Schools the achievement gap :

- in‘both reading and math in urban schools between Aﬁ1can Americans and whutes, and 26
Hlspamcs and non—Hlspamc whues. is narrowmg : '

: : ii. ~  School Chowe :

e You worked with Congress to include a school choice program for the District of Columbm,
which will benefit approxlmately 1,700 disadvantaged children, in the FY 2004 Ommbus '
Appropriations bill. ‘

. " You have included fundmg in your budgets for a School Choice lncentwe Program. which -

. would provide funding to statcs and school districts interested in stamng a school choice
initiative.

- Fil Mmono*-Serviag Institutions. = -
e You committed to increasing Federal funding for minority-serving institutions by 30
" percent over four years, and your FY 2005 budget proposes to meet this goal (from S299
. mllhon in FY 2001 to 5395 million in FY 200S).
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iv. . Diversity in &Iucatlon : o

. You have said that institutions of higher education should rcﬂect the racial, ethmc. and
. economic dlversuy of America, and have supponed ‘afﬁrmatwe access” 10.“open the doors
.. of opportunity™ to all Americans,

- However, you have opposed quotas and quota systems as divisive and unfair. You have said
~_ there are innovative and proven ways such as those used in Texas and Florida for colleges
and universitics to xeﬂect the dwersny of America in admissions without resorting to racial
quolas. ; .

B. Economic Oppormnitv

You have sand we must work 1o “make sure that the notion of the Amerlcan Dream extends into
. cvcry sxngle neighborhood around this country.™

i Minority Hameawnershlp :

) You are increasing homeownership and closing the gap between non-minority and minority
homeowners. In June 2002, you announced an initiative, America s Homeownership
Challenge, with a goal of creating 5.5 million new minority homeowners by the end of the
decade through programs to assist low- and moderate-income faniilies.

® - Since you launched your initiative, more than 1.5 million mmomy families have bccome
homeowners, and for the first time ever, more than half of minority households own their
ownhome.

¢ . You proposed and signed into law the Amencan Dream Downpaymem Fund. a $200 million

* initiative that would provide an estimated 40,000 low-income famxlnes with downpayment
funds.

* You proposed a $2.54 billion, five-year Smgle—Famnly Housing Tax Credit to encourage

" developers to increase the supply of affordable homes.

* ~You called for increased funding for programs to heljp Americans avoid predatory lendmg,

make more informed home purchases, and understand the lending process more clearly.

i Small Business Contracting ‘ ’

e Meeting your 2000 campaign commitment to “break down government contracts to smaller
sizes to encourage entrepreneurship in all communities,™ the OMB Director in March 2002
developed a strategy for unbundling government contracts and improving Federal comractmg

. opportunities for small businesses.

* . Last year (FY 2003), almost $4.3 billion - orrmre than 29 percent of all Small Business

Administration loan dollars ~ went to minority borrowers. The number of loans to minority

. borrowers increased by 38 percent from FY 2002: The number of loans to African
Americans increased by 61 percent; loans to Hispanic Americans increased by 39 percent;
and loansto Asian Americans increased by 31 percent. : ;

e _Approximately 2.1 million entrepreneurs received business counseling and technical
assistance through SBA programs in FY 2003, J

s NOTE: The SBA Section 8(a) Program provides preferential Federal contracting benefits for
Blacks, Hispanics, and other racial groups. The majority of Federal contracts for minority-
owned businesses are awarded through this program. Some have challenged this program as
unconstitutional; the Department of Justice has defended it in the courts.
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o L, Economic Opponum{y for Low-lncome Amenmns : A -

L. You have puxsucd a number of other reforms to amprove ‘economic: opportumty for low- o
" income Americans, including low-income minorities, such as (1) expanslon of the 10 percent

- _tax bracket; (2) wetfare reform; (3) guarameed overtime; (4) reformis 10 increase the number

. %" of Americans receiving job training; and (5) increases to the number of Pell grants nnd the
- amount of the grants to make: college more affordable o

: Neh Freedam Imlialwe Oppormmlv  for People mth Dzsabclmes
e Youare expandmg opportunities and access for people with disabilities so they i integrate mto
" all aspects of American life. Early in your Administration, you announced your New. .- .

- Freedoin Initiative, a comprehensive plan to give people with disabilities increased access 0
new technologies for mdependem living, gremer educauonal opponnnmes, and better aocess

< tothe workplace and community life, ; S

e Equnl Rights

Your Admnmstmnon is makmg certain that the laws are enforced fmrly and equa!ly for all
mdmduals Ind is v:gorously cnforcmg Federal cml nghts laws ’ o

N
T Rac:al Profiling . " £
e  Yoursis the first Administration to ban mnal proﬁhng in Fedcral law cnforcemem
“'» Youdeclared in your February 2001 Address Before a Joint Session of Congress that racial

profiling is “wrong and we will end it in America.” At your direction. the Attomey General .

“issued new guidance barring Federal law enforcement from engaging in racial profiling. The
standards are designed to ensure racial and ethnic stereotypes are never used 10 make
investigative decisions, such as ordinary traffic stops; even:where it tmght otherwise be

-+ lawful to do so. Officers may rely on race or etbmcuy ifa specnf ic.suspect’ descnpnon exlsts
. or for terrorist identification. -

R | 3 Police Misconducr :

- »_In your Administration, the Justice Depanment is workmg on a cooperative basns wnth law
" ‘enforcement to address serious patterns or practices of civil rights violations by police

. departments and other state-run institutions. This approach achieves reform more cﬁ'ecnvcly
, and faster than operating under a litigation-oriented, adversarial approach. -
& Duting this Admmnstrauon. the Department has reached agrcemems with police dcpanmems

*. " and other instilutions to resolve 13 cases compared to. two in the final thtec years of lhe
. previous Adm:mstrauon N ¢

@i Post9:11 Backlash : ot j R
. Since the events of 9-11, the Justice Department has mvcstlgaied 556 allegauons of blas- o
' mouvaled crimes agamsl mdw:duals of or percewed to be of M:ddle Eastern ongm
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To date, the Justice Department has prosecuted 18 defendants, all successfully. There have
been approxnmately 125 state and local prosecutions. Moreover, the Justice Department has
engaged in extensive outreach to impacted commumues, holdmg more than 250 community
meetings to date. (

Your Department of Education also conducted outreach after 9-11, producmg anti-
harassment resource packages for schools, translating civil rights materials into Arabic and
other languages, and encouraging the leaders of America's schools, colleges, and universities
to protect students from harassment and violence.

. Criminal Civil Rights and Hate Crimes |

- Your Justice Departiment is pmsecntmg criminal civil rights vnolauons at hlgher levels than

the pnor Administration (439 in the ﬁm three years compared to 413 in the last three years

of prior Administration).

During the 2000 campax gn, your position rcgardmg Federal hate crimes legislation was “all
violent crime is hate crime and federal hate crimes laws should be fully enforced.” You also
said you “would support the Orrin Hatch version” of the legislation, which would have
authorized Federal funding to assist local jurisdictions that lack resources to adequately
prosecute bias-motivated crimes (although Senator Hatch may have abandoned this approach
since), Currently, the Justice Department provides financial and technical assistance to help
state and local authorities prevent and prosecute hate crimes.
v. . Classified Evidence in Immigration Cases.

During the 2000 campmgn, you expressed concern about the potentially mappropnate use of
classified evidence or “secret evidence” in immigration proceedings, saying that while the

“security of our country and our people is the foremost consideration.” the use of such
evidence “doesn'1 justify a disregard for fairness, dignity. or civil rights.” Current law allows
Federal authorities to use classified information in immigration proceedings, so as to prevent
aliens who engage in or support terrorist or foreign intelligence activity from entering or
remaining in the United States, without disclosing it to the foreign national.

- During this Administration, no new immigration cases using classified evidence have been

brought in immigration court to remove a person from the United States. Even after the
events of 9-11, classified evidence was used in only one case to deny admission to someone
into the United States. At the start of this Administration, the government had nine ongoing
immigration cases that involved the use of classified evidence.

‘The Secretary of Homeland Security will soon issue guidelines providing that the

Department will use classified information only when he personally determines that thefe are
no alternatives reasonably available and that there is a compelling need for its use. :

vi.. Human Trafficking v
Prosecutions against those responsible for human trafficking, a modem form of slavery, have - |
increased almost three-fold in your Administration (110 in your first three fiscal years : E ‘
compared to 43 in the last three fiscal years of the prior Administration). o : |
To protect victims, last year you announced at the United Nations General Asscmbly an
initiative to spend $50 million to support the work of orgamzanons that are rescuing women
and children from this exploitation. Under the special T-1 visa program administered by
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, DHS certain trafficking victims are able 10 lwe and work in the Umted Srates for 3 years
while their cases are pending.

‘¢ Your Administration announced a human trafficking pubhc awareness campaign for focal -

‘law enforcement in April, and the }usnce Depanmem wrl! hoid a national law enforcement
trammg confmnce la:er tlus year :

S Drsabdro‘ Rights , R ' : -
Your Administration continues to fully enforce the Amencans with stabllmw Act. a law
_you have called “one of the most compassionate and successful civil rights laws in American

B history.” Your Administration has focused on promoting compliance through altermnatives to o

- lmgatron such as mediation and providing businesses the information they need to comply
-with the law. For example, through a national effort named “Project Civic Access,” designed -
10 ensure that towns and cities are fully accessible to individuals with drsabxlum, the Jusnce o

- o Depanmem has reached agreements thh 70 govemmental units nauonwxde

viii. R:glus of Institutionalized Person.r ’ o :
Your Jnstxce Department is actively protecting the rights of institutionalized persons, such as -

- those in health care or correctional facilities. The number of investigations has increased -

during your. Administration (34 in the first three’ years, compared to 20 inthe last three years:
of the prevrous Administration). ) L

X, Employmenl D:scnmmauon _ ‘ R

Your Justice Depariment has increased the number of i mvesugauons or employment N

- discrimination regarding public employers over the pnor Administration (161 in the first: -

.- ‘three years of this Admlmstranon. compared 10 117in the last three years of the pnor o
i Admmlstranon) :

x Housmg ondl Accommodatrons Rrghrs ‘ R ‘
During your Administration, the Justice Depanmem has increased the number of
~investigations of matters mvolvmg discrimination in housmg. lending, and public
.- accommodations over the prior Administration (465 in the first three years of this
o Admtmstrauon compared 10410 in the 1ast three years of the pnor Adm:msu'atron)

Xii Rel:glou.s Liberties : ‘

' Your Justice Department'is vigorously’ enforcmg the Relxgmus Land Use and
R Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA); which Congress passed in 2000 to requxre local

- governments to treat religious organizations:on a.comparable basis as non-religious .
organizations. Under the law, the Department has opened 16 mvesugauons to date; thh a

100 percent success record in resolving cases so far.

- The Department also has filed numerous amicus br:efs defendmg religious groups rightto’
use public schools and public facilities on an equal basis as non-religious community groups.
You srgned an Executive Order in December 2002 to end discrimination against faith-based
organizations by the Federal Govemmem Many of these organizations operate in minority

- neighborhoads and have been deterred from accessing Federal: funds. Now groups as diverse

as Tom Lewis's Fishing School and Milwaukee” 's Most Holy Redeemer Church are chg'ble

10 receive, or actually receive, Federa! grants, - : :
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¢ You have created special offices in key Cabinet departmenis to help faith-based groups get :
access to government funding. Last year, over $1.1 billion in discretionary grants went to T
- faith-based groups. At HUD, grants to first-lime faith-based recipients (many of whlch arein .-
urban neighborhoods) doubled (to S113 million).
... You have argued that faith-based organizations should be able to maintain their exemption -
" under the Civil Rights , Acl of 1 964 o hireon a rehgnous basis. Congress 1s deadlocked on
Ithe issue.

H##
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o ,Presndent Speaks at Brown v Board of Educatlon Natlonal Hlstorlc Slte
: jRemarks by the President at Grand Opening of the Brown v Board of Educatlon National Hlstorlc Site
. Brown VP Board of Educatlon National Hlstorlc Site ., e ;

- Topeka, Kansas

" :_?}May 17,2004 -

| THE PRESIDENT Thank you all Thanks a lot Please be seated Thank you ‘all for commg out today Cheryl thank

B you very much for your kind introduction. I appreciate all the Brown famlly who are here. Justice Breyer. Governor

‘Sebelius is with us today -~ Governor, thank you for being here. Leader Frist; Senator Brownback and Senator -

_ Roberts from the great state of Kansas. (Applause.) Congressman Jim Ryun -- (applause) -- Congressmen Tiahrt, ‘
* /. Moran, and Moore, as well, from Kansas. (Applause.) Congressman Elijah Cummings -- thank you for being here,

Congressman Proud you're here (Applause ) Secretary Norton and Secretary Palge, dlstmgmshed guests and
’;'ladles and gentlemen ‘ o :

*I'm honored.to _|om you at:this hlStOI‘lC place, to mark a day and a decxslon that changed Amenca for the better, and ,

. “forever. (Applause ) Fifty years ago today, nine judges announced that they had looked at the Constitution and saw

" no justification for the segregation and humiliation of an entire race. Here at the corner of 15th and: Monroe andat - S e
- schools llke 1t across Amerlca that was a day of j JllSthC -= and 1t was-a long time commg i

- For mllhons of Afrlcan descent, the experience of segregation began in chains and darkness beneath the deck of a

ship. A terrible c1vrl war ended their slavery, but did not end their. oppression. Generations of African American

- citizens. grew up, and gréw old, under laws designed to demean them. Under the rule of Jim Crow, almost no detail =~
= of life escaped the supervision of cruel and petty men. The color of your skin determined where you could get your- "~ o
~ hair cut, which hospital ward you could be treated in, which park or library you could visit, or who you could go
* fishing with. And children were. instructed early in the customs of rac1al d1v151on -- at schools where they never saw

. a face of another color

Thls was codlﬂed cruelty, at the service of racism. Segregatlon dulled the conscience of people who knew better ‘It
fed the violence of people with malice in their hearts. And however it was defended segregat1on could never be
» squared wnth the ideals of Amenca : -

"+ The’ legal challenges to school segregation began more than 100 years before the Supreme Court heard the case of

* Brown v. Board of Education. In 1849, African American parents brought suit against Boston's divided schools.
Here in’Kansas; “segregation was challenged in several cases between 1881 and 1949, These early efforts did not
~“bring victory; yet they inspired words and warnings that have spoken across the years. As Justice John Marshall
_Harlan wrote in his dissenting oplmon in Plessy v. Ferguson: "In view of the Constitution, in the eye of the law, -
~ there isin this country t no superior, dominant ruling class of citizens. The humblest is the peer of: the most powerful. RN
: The law regards man as man, and takes no account of his surroundmgs, or of his color

~The fulﬂllment of that vision decades later fell to a small group of earnest: and tenacious lawyers Two of them
would travel thousands of miles together in a 1929 Ford, driving from courthouse to courthouse, with Charles
~ Hamilton Houston and young Thurgood Marshall typing briefs in the car. They documented the often poor
“conditions of black-only schools -- the holes in the roofs, and dirt floors that ran with mud when it ramed And they
i pursued a strategy to brmg down the whole sorry structure of | segregatlon case by case.
Rt Eventually, in'December of 1953, Thurgood Marshall stood before the Supreme Court as counsel ina consolldated
action involving four states and nearly 200 plaintiffs, including 13 families from Topeka, Kansas. Many legal
* arguments were advanced in the case. Yet the stakes were summarized in the brief Marshall presented to the Court,
It stated, "Separate but equal'is legal fiction. There never was, and never will be, any separate equality." The Court
agreed As the decision was announced, some were waiting to see which Justlces would be in dlssent The answer

B came when Chlef Justlce Warren declared that the opinion was unanimous. (Applause )

: The decision in Brown’ versus Board of Educatlon did not end all segregatlon did not even end school segregation
: for many years The civil rlghts movement was still wamng on other heroes and cases and laws Yet all s1des ofthe = ‘
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~-equation knew that on May 17th, 1954, a line had been crossed in- American hrstory The system of racial oppression . -
m our country had lost its claim to legitimacy, and the rising demand for _]USUCC would not be denled :

: Puttmg the Brown decision into effect would take presidential orders, and the presence of federal troops and
- marshals, and the courage of children. One of the children who integrated Central High School in Little Rock was

- Melba Patillo. She recalls white students after gym class turning her shower to scaldmg Others broke a bottle and

tripped her on the glass, leaving scars that remain today

Yet, Melba has other memiories, as well. She says, "I went in not through the side doors, ‘but up the front stairs, and
“there was a feeling of pride and hope that, yes, this is the Umted States; yes, there is a: reason I salute the flag; and

* - it's going to be okay." (Applause.)

“Inthe years after Brown, many would know the fears and insults this young ‘woman had faced A court can make an
order, but it was a child that had to walk the gauntlet of slurs and j jeers into a school. And Amerlca is st111 grateful to
every child who made that walk. (Applause.)

In'many ways, the events of those years seemed long ago. We tend to think of them as the distant dramas of a-
different country. Yet, segregation is a living memory, and many still carry its scars. The habits of racism in
America have not all been broken. The habits of respect must be taught to every generation. Laws against racial
discrimination must be vigorously enforced in education and housing and hiring and public accommodations. Many
African Americans with no inheritance but their character need access to capital and the chance to own and build for
the future. And while our schools are no longer segregated by law, they are still not equal in opportunity and
excellence. Justice requires more than a place in a school. J ustlce requ1res that every school teach every child in
America. (Applause.) :

' Amerlca has yet to reach the high calling of its own 1deals Yet we're a nation that strives to do right. And we honor

those who expose our failures, correct our course, and make us a better people. On this day, in this place, we
remember with gratitude the good souls who saw a great wrong, and stood their ground and won their case. And we
celebrate a milestone in the hrstory of our glorious nation.

_Thank you for having me. May God bless America. (Applause.)

#H##
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. The East Room o

| v_Presrdent Commemorates 40th Anmversary of le nghts Act

i July 1, 2004

'_:"THE PRESIDENT Thank you all for commg, and welcome to- the Wh1te House I am so pleased you could Jom us L

o _to celebrate a great anmversary of j Justrce and equalrty in Amerlca

R apprec1ate members of my Cabinet bemg here, and a lot of members of my admrmstratlon I want to thank many of'll” :
" our distinguished guests who have Jomed us today Im ) pleased to see Dr. Dorothy Hlte -- thank you so much for *

S Wcommg (Applause)

o ‘We've got two, L1eutenant Governors Mlchael Steele and Jennette Bradley, with us. Thank you both for being’ here S

© today. (Applause. ) Marc Morial -- where are you, Marc? He must be somewhere. There he is: Thanks for commg
" (Applause ) I didn't recogmze you outsrde the "Big Easy." (Laughter = : :

" Louw Sulhvan is with us I'm honored you 're here, Lou. Thanks for coming, sir. (Applause ) My fr1end Bob
Woodson, President of the National Center for Nerghborhood Enterprise, is here. Thanks for coming, glad you're :

 here. (Applause ) Bill Coleman, former Secretary of Transportation, I'm honored you're here. (Applause ) Thurgood

‘Marshall; Jr. is with us today Thank you so much for being here. Apprecrate --I'm honored you 're here. (Applause ).
p It ] pretty neat to have a great father, 1snt it? (Laughter and applause ) ‘ e o

I'm going:{ to save one announcement for a llttle later specral announcement But Ido want to recogmze Jack w ’
'Valentl who was the Spec1al Ass1stant to Presrdent Lyndon Johnson Jack, we're honored you're here. Thank you fori ;

g comrng (Applause)

’

“Forty years ago,.in. many parts of Amerrca, basrc rlghts were observed or demed based entlrely on race. Offensrve S -
laws regulated every detail of society: where you can get.your hair cut; which hospital . ward you can be treated in, ..
~ which park or library you ¢ could visit. A person looking for a job or even a place to stay the night could be turned - ' . -
away merely because the color of the skin. And that person had very little recourse under federal law. Forty years
. ago this week, that system of md1gn1ty and lﬂ]USIlCC was ended by the ClVll Rights Act s1gned into law i in th1s very
* room. (Applause y ‘ : oo : ~

As of July the 2nd, 1964 no longer could weary travelers be demed aroomina hotel or a table ata restaurant No
longer could : any American be forced to.drink from a separate water fountain or sit at the back of a bus just because _
of their race. All dlscrrmmatron did not end that day, but from that day forward America has been a better and fa1rer' L
-gcountry K P . e :

Today we. have here on. dlsplay, outsrde thls room, the ﬁrst and last pages of the Civil nghts Act, and ong of the . .

g . pens that Lyndon B. Johnson used for the signature. That law was a long time in coming; and before it arrived, the

- conscrence of America had to be awakened. That conscience was stirred by men and women who held sit-ins at
: lunch counters, who rode the buses on Freedom Rides, ' who endured and overcame the slurs'and the fire hoses. and i
" ‘the burning crosses The conscience of America was outraged by the ambush of Medgar Evers, by kidnappings and . .
terror bombings, and by the murder of four young girls in a church on a Sunday. Our nation’s conscience was moved e
by hundreds of thousands who marched right here i in the natron 's capital to demand the full prormse of the 4
g :Declaratlon and Amerlca 's foundmg law. :

. ';Presrdent John'F. Kennedy heard the voices of the Reverend Dr. Martm Luther ng, I, and others and took up. the el
' ‘challenge. Five months before his death, the President said our nation was confronted with a moral issue as old as:
. the scrrptures and ‘as clear as the Amer1can Constrtutlon, and he called on Congress to pass 01v1l rights legrslatlon

After Presrdent Kennedy was assassmated ‘some wondered if the new President, a son of the south would carry
B forward the work of civil rights. Very soon they would know:the answer. During the Senate debate on the Civil - -
‘nghts Act, one of the longest debates in Senate history, President Lyndon Johnson used all his powers of o
‘ persuasion, and they were considerable. (Laughter.) No one escaped the LBJ treatment -- (laughter) -- not senators o
not’ thenr staffs, not even the1r famrhes "It is sald that when Presrdent Johnson called reluctant senators at home and '_ R
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' a Chlld answered he would say; "Now you tell your daddy that the Presrdent called " (Laughter ) "And he‘d be very
proud to have your daddy on his side." (Laughter.) '

It was more t-han the f_orce of Johnson's personality that helped win the day, it was the force of President Johnson's

.~ conviction on behalf of a just cause. As a young man, he'd seen the ugly effects of discrimination. As President, he

~'was determined to fight it by law, regardless of the polmcal risk. One Southern senator warned hlm, "It's gomg to.
- cost you the election.” He replled "If that's the prlce I've got to pay, I will pay it gladly ' o

Lyndon Johnson is known to hrstory as the President who champroned and srgned the Civil Rrghts Act And we

. recognize and remember the contributions of this strong Texan and great American. And we're honored to have his
‘daughter, Luci Baines Johnson with us today We're honored you're here. Thanks for commg T appreciate you
commg (Applause)

“We also remember the legislators of both parties who worked tirelessly to bring the bill to passage -- in particular,
‘Senators Mike Mansfield of Montana, Senator Edward Dirksen of Illinois, and Senator Hubert H. Humphrey of
Minnesota. When it mattered most, these prmc1pled meén rose to the responsibility of their time, and our nation

" honors them today

After the Civil Rights Act became law, the change was felt irnmediately all-across America. In l964, Dale Long was
- a 12-year-old boy living in'Birmingham, Alabama. One day, before the law was passed, Dale and his brother
convinced their father to take them to a movie where blacks had to enter through an alley and could only sit in the

:" upstairs balcony. "I could see the look of humiliation on my dad's face," he remembers. A few months after the Civil

Rights Act, the Long brothers returned to that theater. As they remember it, they were with a friend. "We went to see
a James Bond movie," Dale says, and thls time they entered through the front door and sat where they pleased.

The indignity of Dale Long s ﬁrst experience at that movie theater seems like something that happened many
lifetimes ago. Yet, such experlences are within the living memory of millions of our citizens. These past four
decades in American life give witness to the power of good laws to prevent injustice and encourage the finest
. qualities of our national character

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 glves all Americans another. reason to be proud of our country. The work of equality is
- not done because the evil of bigotry is not finally defeated. Yet the laws of this nation and the good heart of this
nation are on the side of equality. And as Dr. ng reminded us, "We must not rest until the day when Justnce rolls
down like: ‘waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream." :

I'm honored you all are here today We'll havea receptlon on the other side of thrs beautiful house Thank you for
coming. May God continue to bless America. (Applause )

CHEH
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’ EXECUTIVE ORDER SIGNING FOR lNDlVlDUALS WITH DISABILITIES IN

EMERGENCY PREPAREDI\ESS
Thnrsday, July 22, 2004
1:10pm. - 1:20 p.m.
. Oval Office -
- Margaret Spellings
I PURPOSE

To hngh!ighl thc importance of cmergency preparedness for mdlvnduals with dnsabnlmes ' .{; R o '
and to celebrate the fourteenth anmversary of thc sngmng of thc Amencans with " N

'Dnsabnlmes Act (ADA)

o ,BACKGROUND

S S ‘On Februaly 1, 2001 you announced the New Froedom Initiative - a comprchenswe "
(’"' i i program to promotc the full pamclpanon of people with disabilities in all areas of socnety
e by increasing access 10 assistive and universally deslgned technologies; expandmg . . .
educational and employment opportunities, and promotmg increased access intodaily . .o
community life. This Executive Order reflects your ongoing commitment o ensure that - . - , ;- .
Americans with disabilities are able to enjoy all the: opponunmes our Nanon has to.offer.

lndwlduals with dxsab:lmes may requm: spécial plaris during times of emergency. Thxs
Executive Order emphasizes the importance of implementing e-mergency preparedness

plans that accommodate mdmduals wuh dis’abilmes L

" The Execunve Order also estabhshes the lntmgency Coordmaung Councll on .
Emergency Preparedncss and Individuals with Dlsabxhnes The purpose of the Council is -
- to help agencies and private i individuals and organizations take into account the umque
3 m:eds of individuals wuh dlsabnlmes in thenr cmergency preparedness planmng 3

- Today's event also is the fourteenth amuvexsary of the signing of the Americans with . -
Disabilities Act, which is next Monday, July 26, 2004.. The ADA is the most sigmﬁcant
civil rights statute for the more than 54 million Amencans with disabilities (who
represem nearly 20 percem of'the U.S. populauon)
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- Executlve Order. Indwrduals wrth Dlsabllltles in Emergency Preparedness
, Wmnetka, Illinois ,

v"By the authority vested in me as President by the ConStitution'and the laws of the United States of America, and to -
.. strengthen emergency preparedness. with respect to individuals with disabihties, itis hereby ordered as follows:

~ Section 1. Policy “To ensure that the Federal Government appropriately supports safety and security. for individuals
with disabilities in situations involving disasters, including earthquakes, tornadoes, fires, floods, hurricanes, and acts
of terrorism, it shall be the policy of the United States that executlve departments and agencies of the Federal

. ‘Government (agencies): : v ‘

o '(a) consider, in their emergency preparedness planning, the umque needs-of agency emp]oyees with disablhties and
individuals with disablllties whom the agency serves; :

(b) encourage, 1nc1ud1ng through the provrsion of technical assistance, as appropriate, consideration of the unique
needs of employees and individuals with disabilities served by State, local, and tribal governments and private
organizations and 1nd1v1duals in emergency preparedness planmng, and

(c) facilitate cooperation among Federal State, local and tribal governments and private orgamzations and _
individuals in the implementation of emergency preparedness plans as they relate to. - , ‘ |

- individuals with disabihties.

Sec. 2. Establishment of Council. (a) There is hereby established, within the Department of Homeland Security for
administrative purposes, the Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness and Individuals with
. Disabilities (the "Council"). The Council shall consist exclusively of the following members or their designees:

(i) the heads of executive departments the Administrator of the Environmental Protection:Agency, the
Administrator of General Services, the Director of the Office of Personnel Management and the Commissnoner of
Socral Security; and \

(u) any other agency head as the Secretary of Homeland Security may, with the concurrence of the agency head,

... designate.

(b) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall chair the Council, convene and preside at its meetings, determine its
agenda, direct its.work, and, as appropriate to particular subject matters, establish and direct subgroups of the
" Council, which shall consrst exclusively of Council-members.

©A member of the Council may designate, to perform the Council functions of the member, an employee of the
‘member's department or agency who is either an officer of the United States appointed. by the President, or a full-
time employee serving in a position with pay equal to or greater than the minimum rate payable for GS-15 of the ]
General Schedule. ' ‘

Sec. 3. Functions of Council. (a) The Council shall:
(i) coordinate implementation by agencies of the policy set forth in section 1" of this order;

(ii) whenever the Council obtains in the performance of its functions information or advice from any individual who
“is not a full-time or permanent part-time Federal employee, obtain such information and advice only in a manner
 that seeks individual adv1ce and does not involve collective judgment or consensus advice or deliberation; and

(iii) at the request of any agency head.(or the agency head's designee under section 2(c) of this order) who is a
member of the Council, unless the Secretary of Homeland Security declines the request, promptly review and
prov1de advice, for the purpose of furthering the policy set forth in sectlon 1, on a proposed action by that agency.

(b) The Council shall submit to the President each year beginning 1 year after the date of this order, through the
Assistant to the President for Homeland Security, a report that describes: ‘
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. for emergency preparedness p]anmng w1th respect to. mdrvrduals with dlsablhtles, and'

i of Management and Budget re]atmg to budget admrmstratlve, or leglslatlve proposals

(1) the achlevements of the Councrl in 1mplementmg the pohcy set. forth m sectron 1

: f'(n) the best practlces among Federal State, ]ocal and trrbal govemments and prlvate orgamzatrons and 1nd1v1duals A

e ‘(m) recommendatlons of the Counc1l for advancmg the pohcy set forth m sectlon 1

. General (a) To the extent pernntted by law

 See.

C (1) agencres shall ass1st and prov1de mformatlon to. the Councrl for the performance of 1ts functlons under thrs order u

the Department of Home]and Securrty shall prov1de fundmg and adrmmstratrve support for the Counc11 e

: ‘(b) othmg in thls order shall be construed to 1mpalr or otherwrse affect the functlons of the Dlrector of the Ofﬁce _ : e

o (c) ThlS order is- mtended only to 1mprove the mternal management of the executlve branch and 1s not mtended to, R
' ";and does not, create any right or benefit, substantrve or: procedural enforceable at law or in equrty by a party. agalnst A
a the United States 1ts departments agencres mstrumentahtres or. entltles, 1ts ofﬁcers or employees, or any other '
vperson I E T R S R R

o .GEORGEW BUSH

£ THEWHITEHOUSE S L L T

: :July 22 2004

T
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" Remarks by the President to the 2004 National Urban League Conference
-~ Detroit Marriot Renaissance Hotel
L -Detroit, Michigan

' ‘ . President Emphasrzes Mmorlty Entrepreneurshlp at Urban League

 July 23, 2004

.- THE PRESIDENT: Thanks for the warm introduction. It's really good to be here. You know, Marc, you're right, the
~ National Urban League is a vital and important part of the American scene. And I think the reason why is, not only
“is the mission important, but the people involved in the Urban League are dignified, decent Amerlcan citizens. And I ' |

~ am honored to be in your presence ’

, I see some frlends like Willard who is -- I don't know if you remember; Willard, but we were on the'porch of the
. governor's mansion in Texas. I'm not saying you drank.all my beer, but -- (laughter ) Never mind. (Laughter.) That's
E unfair. (Laughter:) But thanks for havmg me. . : :

‘ Marc, I appreciate your leadershlp I've had the opportunity to work with Marc. I look forward to continue workmg
with Marc. He's a good man. He cares deeply about the country, the people in our country. He is -- he has had a lot
" of experience. He has, after all, been a mayor. It's a heck of a lot tougher job than being President. After all, you ve.
got to fill the potholes -- (laughter) -- and empty the garbage And he did a fine _]Ob as mayor. He's doing a fine job
~ for this very important orgamzatlon

* -Speaking about mayors, the mayor of Detroit was here. He's cutting a ribbon, which most mayors do. He's a
- fabulous mayor, by the way. He's standing a little taller, as if he needed to, because the Detroit Pistons are now the
. NBA champs. (Applause:) I told him, I said -- I asked Kwame if he took credit for it. He said, of course. (Laughter.)

1 apprec1ate so very much Mlke Critelli, who is the Chairman. Thank you, Mr. -- Mike, it's great to see you again.
. > And Charles Collins; senior -- the Vice Chairman. These are distinguished gentlemen who are helping to lead a very
‘ ' distinguished board of directors. It was.my honor to meet with members of the board before I came out here today
: ‘And 1 appremate your service to our country.

’ Rle thank you very much. Rick Wagoner is the CEO of General Motors, who is sponsoring this conference. I
- appreciate you doing that. It's an important conference and corporate America needs to stand up and help .
_,orgamzatlons that are out to help other people, and you've done so. And I know people here appreciate that

1 apprecxate Reverend Ernest Ferrell ] blessmgs They asked me before the speech whether or not I would obJect toa
* prayer. I said, absolutely not. All of us need prayer, and I apprecrate that. (Applause.) :

And 1 apprecrate Reverend Jesse Jackson. Thanks for coming, agam. (Applause.)

: And it's hard to run for office. Isn't it, Al? (Laughter.) Al Sharpton is with us. (Applause ) Butl apprecrate you
putting your hat in the rmg (Laughter ) It's not an easy thing. It looks easy.

REVEREND SHARPTON It's not over.

THE PRESIDENT: There you go. It's not over. (Laughter and applause ) Just don't declare rlght now. (Laughter )
. Welcome. Glad you re here

" Thank you all for commg

) The thing I like about the National Urban League is you belreve in the future of the Afrrcan American commumty
You've got this great faith that the future is gomg to be better, and I share that. That's what I'm here to talk about. I
_ beheve the same thmg o - : :

\

- Ibelieve this country can and will be a place of opportumty and hope for every single citizen. It s not a given; there s
‘, ~ . -work to be done. But it's a goal, and 1t s an 1mportant goal.
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o1 dont care what party you're in, what city you hve in, or what state you 're from the goa] has got to be -- Amenca
“has got to be an hospitable, hopeful place for every single citizen. That's what I'believe: That's kind of the heart of
. what they call compassronate conservatism, that the American experience must be alive and viable for everyone, and
* that government has a role to help people have the tools so they can help themselves. See, I believe in the human

spirit; 1 believe if people have the opportumty and the ability, they will achieve their God- grven talents That s what i g

S ¢ belleve And L thmk that's a proper role for: the federal government to help people.-

-“ __\The ]ast three and a-half years, we've worked on that We ve worked hard to make opportumty avallable and

o »prosperlty real and _]LlSthC not a word And I'm here to tell you, we're makmg good progress i

i Progress for Afrrcan Amerrcans and all Amerrcans requrre a healthy, growmg economy It's hard to realrze dreams 1f T

.. =-if you're in a recession; it's hard to realize dreams if jobs aren't being created it's hard to realrze dreams 1f the
- entrepreneurral spmt is flat at best and that s not the case today ’ : e » ;

.It says a lot about our country that -- that we've recovered from a recession, Remember the recession, was- started

8 before September the 11th -- as a matter of fact, right as T came to office. The stock market had been declmmg for 6

mne months In other words, the indications werent all that 'viable for the economy

" - And then we got hll and the attacks hurt It hurt our psyche, it hurt our economy, it hurt the ab1hty to ﬁnd work

' * And then we uncovered the fact that some of our citizens forgot what it meant to be a responsible: citizen. See, we L
~ ~had some CEOs-in corporate America that didn't tell the truth to their shareholders and their employees That also ‘
* hurt the economy It took conﬁdence away from a system that requires conﬁdence : : 2

- _We acted It should be clear now to all Amerlcans that we re not gomg to tolerate dlshonesty in the boardrooms of £

o 'Amenca We expect the hlgh standard and there will be enforcement of law to: enforce that standard

o So the economy went through alot. But we acted See 1 happen to belreve if people have ‘more of therr own money
, ; “in their pocket they're gomg to spend, save, or invest, and when they do, that revitalizes economic growth and
’ entrepreneurshlp That's what the tax cuts were all about. That's why we ralsed the child credit. If you happen to

L " have a two- -year-old son like Mark does, it enables you to be -<’have more money in your pocket. We reduced the -
R ;marrlage penalty. What kind of tax code is it; by the way, that penalizes: marrrage" We ought to be encouragmg

-._mamage in the United States. of Amerlca (Applause ).

£y v:We reduced the 10 percent bracket we reduced taxes on everybody I think that's the farr way to- do thmgs And asa

" ‘result, the economy is ‘growing. The economy, since last summer, has been growing at the fastest rate in nearly 20
. -years. That's the truth, and that s posmve news. If people are looklng for work you've’ got to have an economy
wh1ch 1s v1brant and growmg / : i S :

o And that s the case. We ve added 1.5 mrllron new _]ObS smce August There's more work to do, of course. Job- .
L .opportumty isn't in every nelghborhood and every corner of the country, I fully recognize that. But the economy
 today is strong, and it's growing stronger. And we' ve a]ways got to remember ‘why. I mean, inherent in the -2in new
" job creation is small businesses. That's the most important part of new job creation. See, most new jobs-are created
. by the small business owners-of America. And therefore, policy has got to recognize that, That's why. we've got to
. have fair --, a fair legal system that doesnt == these frivolous. lawsurts make it awfully dlfﬁcult for a small busmess ‘
L owner to thrlve ' »

We ve got to have affordable health care. We must have trade polrcy that enables small busmesses to sell products

overseas: - That says we're going to level the playing field. Listen, we can compete with anybody, anyplace, anywhere -

. if the rules:are farr, Wl’llCh is prec1sely what this admrmstratron is doing; They need less regu]atlon on small
' busmesses v -

’ 'But remember about the tax pollcy in terms of small busrnesses Most small busmesses pay tax at the 1nd1v1dual

income tax rate. See, that's reality. Ask your friends and nelghbors who are entrepreneurs. They will tell you they're '» :

~ eithera‘sole proprretorshlp or a subchapter S corporation, which means they pay tax at the individual income tax -

“rate.-And so when you cut the individual income taxes, you're really helping small business owners. It's an- - - T
.. _entrepreneur -- we're stimulating growth and the small business sector of America today is alive and well. And more
S mmorrtles are ownmg therr own small busmesses and that s really good for the future of the country. - :
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~ See, if you own something, you have a vital stake in the future of America. This administration promotes what I call

. the ownership society. When people tell me statistics, they say, more people are owning their own small businesses,
“and a lot of minorities are owning their own small businesses. That's really good news for the future of the country.
Tt also happens to be really good news for the economy. The more small businesses there are, the more likely it is
people are.going to.find work.

“ And there's more we can do to help people start their own businesses. The SBA has got a vital role -- that's the Small
-Business Administration. Loans to African Americans were-up by 75 percent from last year. That's positive. In other
words, somebody said, I need some help. They've come to the federal government. They said, I've got an idea, I
want to start my own business, I want to say, I'm the owner. And the government says, we want to help you. It's a..
- legitimate role to encourage ownershlp

And that swhat s happening rrght now in our society. We've rewarded $6 billion in new markets tax credits. Those
are important. They promote economic and community development in low-income areas. And when you do that,
~ the spinoff is more ownership for businesses. When there's a vitality in a neighborhood that has been -- that needed
~ help, new businesses spring up. That's all part of a vital tomorrow. Our plan is to help people help themselves, is to
* create an environment where the entrepreneur can flourish. :

;Marc, I read your comments, and the National Urban League is a partner in the $127 million reward we announced
_-.in May this year just to do that, to create an environment where people have a chance to realize their dreams by
owmng their own- busmess (Applause.)

An mterestmg’prOJect that's going on inside inner cities, which makes life better but also helps the entrepreneurial
spirit, is the cleanup of brownfields. Since I've come to office, we've cleaned up more than 1,000 brownfields. Those
are old industrial sites which have been abandoned. They're not only eyesores, they're blight in the communities.
They've been cleaned up. They're now viable pieces of property. Businesses are springing up -- businesses around,
.businesses are springing up. An integral part of stimulating economic growth-and activity to give people a chance to
~ start and own their own company is wise policy in the inner city, such as brownfields cleanup policy. We've been
: aggressrve with brownﬁelds, just like we have with empowerment zones.

What I'm telling you is, the role of government is to create an environment where people from all walks of life have
a chance to realize their dream. And that's precisely what's taking place in America. And the economy is better for it,
and more people are finding work, and we must not go backward to the days of high taxes, high spending, more
regulatron and more lawsuits, if we expect more people to own their own busmess

Secondly, we've got work to do to encourage and train a new generation of entrepreneurs And that's why I'm -
pleased to announce today that we're joining with the Urban League to expand minority business ownership.

- (Applause.) It's an interesting project. You can't say to somebody, you must be an entrepreneur. You can't say that.
But you can say, if you want to start your own business, we'll help you. And I want to thank Marc's leadership on
this and the board's leadership in understanding the need to work with the federal government to set up what they
call one-stop centers wheré minority enterprise can receive business training. It's one thing to say, let's go be an
entrepreneur. But if you're not certain how to do'it, people need help. You may have a great idea, but you're not sure
how to keep the books. It's a practical application of federal assets to help people understand how to own and run
their own business. You can develop contacts there. You get advice on ﬁnancmg It's practlcal ways to help people
realrze their dreams, is what we're talking about here '

The Busmess Roundtable, I'm pleased to say, those are the CEOs of big corporate America, the Ewing Marion
Kauffman Foundation -- he used to be the owner of the Kansas City Royals, he's a fine guy from Missouri -- will
support the work of the centers. And so, in other words, it's a collaborate effort. The federal government, the Urban
League and these other citizens are coming together and saying, we're gomg to set up these centers to help people -
help themselves (Applause )

Progress_for African Amencans, and progress for all Americans, requires good schools. (Applause.) The system
tended to shuffle kids through, and you know what I'm talking about. You know, the hard-to-educate were labeled
that, and they just moved through, that's what was happening. We can play like it wasn't happening. It was
happening. That's what you get when you get low expectations. It's what I call the soft bigotry of low expectations.
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f When L ﬁrst came to the Urban League I vowed to change that attrtude in Washmgton It was one of the thmgs I W R
o said. I said, give me a chance to work the education system. And we have. We passed good law. Listen, the = . ’
" fgovemment has got'a funding responsibility. We have. We've increased federal fundmg for K through 12 by 49 -
’ percent from 2001 I label that s1gn1ﬁcant (Applause ) : :

But you know what else has changed" For the ﬁrst tlme, the federal government is asking the question, can our.
" children actually read? And see, I feel comfortable asking that question, because I believe every child can read. You

* don't ask that question if you believe certain children cannot read; you say, okay, fine, shuffle them through, the :

consequences of which, when people get out of high school, they're illiterate, they're lost, they're frustrated. They -

s dont have a chance to- reallze the great promrse of the country We're changmg that attltude in pubhc schools

We say, we're gomg to have local control of schools I really don't want the federal government trymg to run the

= ‘school- systems of America. I think that would be cumbersome, too bureaucratic, stifling. It wouldn't encourage

‘ mnovatlon, 1t wouldnt say to the school boards be 1magmat1ve and strong and smart.

. We stand w1th our teachers But we're gomg to measure now in Amerrca because we want to know Our goal is for o

every child to be reading at grade level by the third grade, because we believe every child can-do that. And-now we "

* want them to show --just please show us whether or not it's -- whether or not you're achieving the objective. Because .-
~every.child matters, see. If you don't measure, you do not know. (Applause ) If you don't take time to determine o

L whether or not a chlld has got the skills necessary to succeed in America, you'll never find out untrl it's’ too late. -

¥ ,The phllosophy of the No Child Left Behmd Act says, every child can learn, we expect every ch1ld to learn, and we’

expect you to show us whether or not every chrld is learmng (Applause )

And it's paymg off. The test scores, the accountablllty systems are beginning to show that Afrlcan Amerlcan fourth
graders are catching up. There is an education gap‘in Amerlca and so long as there’is an educatlon gap, we must be
relentless in our pursult for excellence (Applause ) ; : »

By the way, the law says that 1f -- we're going to detect problems early before they re too late and correct them that S
~ why we started measuring early. And there's money in the budgets that say, if you need extra help, we'll help correct ’
_them. It says to parents, that if the schools continue to fail, if they won't adjust, if a child is trapped in mediocrity,
* parents have different choices to make. See, this is all part of makmg sure we focus on the: chlld not the process, so

no Chl]d in America is left behmd (Applause.,). : o

~ And there's more to do- I'm workmg with Congress hopefully over the next four years,. for intensive readmg
intervention programs. It's one-thing to start early, but there's a -- you can imagine there's a group of kids that need
to be saved now before it's too late -- eighth and ninth grade intervention programs. I know in Florida, there's some
“great mterventlon programs. Willard, you'll probably take credit for them, but they -- (laughter) -- they're begmmng .
to work well They reé good It says we're not gomg to qu1t on any chlld We're going to be 1nvolved :

‘We need to make sure a high school diploma means somethmg When a k1d comes out of hlgh school an employer
.or commumty college, the college says, that means something when they hold up a hrgh school dlploma

' And'so we've got to make sure we contmue to work not only in the early grades but in the later grades in pubhc
‘education so that people can say, I've got'something that means something. It'sa -- it's a certification for the ability

' to read, write, add, and subtract, to understand -- to understand the sciences and maths, as well. Thats poss:ble see.
You've got to thmk 1t s possrble in the first place, otherwise you wouldn't 1nsrst upon it.

" Plus, I want to make sure the commumty college system is v1brant I put money aside and will continue: to do s0 for
. the.community colleges They're available, affordable, they're accessible, they're good things, they.can change their’

e curriculum to meet the needs of a local community. They actually train people for jobs which exist. ‘They're good
. ~opportunities for kids commg out of high school. Look, education is the future of the country. And that's why, under

my administration, we've increased the number of men and: women who wrll be recelvmg Pell Grants to nearly one
' ,mrlhon (Applause ) c :
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S And why,: under my budget fundmg for historically black colleges is at an all-time high. (Applause ) It's what I said
I would do when I was running for President, see. I told people I'd do that, and I've done it. And the country is better
off for 1t because education is the cornerstone of a hopeful tomorrow.

] was proud to support Mayor Tony Williams. He's my Mayor right now. I've got one mayor in Crawford and one

 mayor in Washington. (Laughter.) Tony is the Mayor of Washington. He's a very good Mayor, by the way. He's a

- good man. Maybe you know him. But he and I -- (applause.) I work with Tony. And I signed a bill into law creating . -
- taxpayer-sponsored scholarships for students in Washington, D.C. And let me tell you why. I believe this: If school -

choice is good for the wealthy, it's good enough for disadvantaged children in America. This is a good piece of

g legislation (Applause.) It's a good piece of legislation which is gomg to help i 1mprove education for all children in

the nation's capital. - . r o

Progressfor African Americans and all Americans depends on more citizens living the dream of owning their own
home. There's nothing better than somebody saying, welcome to.my house; I'm putting out the welcome matinmy .
piece of property. (Applause.) And this has been a focus of this administration, because we want people owmng .

. their own home. It s a vital part of the -- of the American experience, 1sn 'tit. .

: 'So we 're provrding downpayment assrstance, good counselmg Listen people walk in, first-time home buyers, and
they take a look at the contracts and the print's about that big, and they say, forget it. You know? They get driven -
away by the.complexity of the situation. Sometimes they get skinned by loan sharks, you know? And we're doing
everything we can to make sure the loan application process is understandable and fair and open. We're proposing
tax credits to encourage the building of more affordable housing, particularly in mner-c1ty America: In other words, -
~ we want there to be a greater supply of homes (Applause.)

‘Let me tell you something hopeful about the country. For the first time in our history, a majority of families and ’
minority groups own their own homes. We're making progress. People are saying, this is my home And we must

. . continue the. progress we're makmg (Applause.)

- Progress for ‘African Americans and all Americans. depends on safe streets. Safe streets are important for any -- any
_.community, particularly important for communities in which parents feel like they've got to keep their kids locked
in, : ' '

And so we're making progress there. We've increased federal prosecutors. And I want to-tell you something, federal

~ gun'law prosecutions are up by 68 percent in the last three years See, it's one thing to, you know, say, we're going to
pass laws. The thing is, you've got to enforce the law. If you're gomg to want safe streets, you've got to do a good
‘job of enforcing the laws on the books, which is precisely what we're doing. And as'a result, violent crime in
America is down by 21 percent during my administration. That's positive for people. (Applause ) Property crime is

. -down 13 percent. :

E But there s:more than just fighting crime. We need to help the 600,000 men and women who are being released from
- prison each year, I went to the Congress in my State of the Union, I talked about a prison reentry program. I said, put
some money up to help these souls come out. Let's make sure we're the country of the second chance. Let's make
sure people have got a:chance to get an education and a job. Let's make sure there's -- if need be, let's make sure
there's church families available to welcome a person back in community. (Applause.) And so thlS prison reentry
program is a vital part of making sure America is a safe country. (Applause.)

" Progress for this country, for African Americans, and all Americans, depends on the full protection of civil rlghts
and equality before the law. My administration and its Justice Department has vigorously enforced the civil rights :
_laws. The Civil nghts Division has opened a federal mvestigation into the murder of Emmett Till. (Applause.)

:I'm the first President of the United States to ban racial profiling in federal law enforcement. (Applause.)

'And to serve the cause of justice on the bench, the federal bench I have nominated outstanding men and women to
the courts, including six superbly qualified African Americans for the courts.of appeal and 11 for district courts.
(Applause) S . . ca
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S Progress for African Amerlcans and for all Amerrcans depends on. drrvmg the drugs out of our nelghborhoods We LR
o put forth a comprehensrve approach We're domg everything we can to interdict drugs so they don't make it into the " '
" country in the first place. We have encouraged faith-based programs to help change hearts so people change habits.

. + (Applause:) We've: got money directed at the people who need the most help, Wthh are the addlcts of Amenca —-an 7 "f :
'1ntens1ve, focused, real effort to save llves e o

g

b But we re also workmg to reduce demand in the country It'sa commumty effort. ‘We're brmgmg together all: aspects EXS)

; “of the commumty organizations to say to our youngsters, don't use those drugs. And we're ‘making progress From

2001 to 2003, youth drug use has declined by 11 percent. We're headed in the right direction, We're saying to-our SO T :

w5 ‘kids, 1 be responsrb]e with your bodres, be responsible with your behavior, and you have a charice to understand the

B great promise of America. It's a vital effort. This isn't a Republican cause or a Democrat cause; thls isa commumty
' cause thlS is.an Amerrcan cause and 1t s 1mportant to work together (Applause ) :

L 'Progress for. all our crtrzens mcludlng Afrlcan Amerrcans, depends on the sp1r1t of compass1on for others :

.~ Government can hand out money, but it cannot put hope in a person's heart or a sense of purpose’in a. person’s lives. " -

" And we'll have the traditional programs of help, the safety nets. They're there. And that's an important part of federal.
e ’fundmg ButI strongly believe the federal government must welcome programs of fa1th mto the compassronate '
. dellvery of help and servrce to those who hurt (Applause ) : v

o :My commumty and fa1th based 1mt1at1ve recogmzes the true strength of this: country isin the hearts and souls of our: G
- _citizens; that we recognize that oftentimes there's ---a change of heart will change behavior and governments cant
" change hearts. That changes when’ somebody who has heard a umversal call to love a neighbor; puts their arm.

", “around: somebody who hurts and says, I love you brother, I love you sister, what can IL.do to help you on your walk

RN - 50 your life is 1mproved (Applause.) This community and faith-based initiative is a vital part of this administration's -
~ . program to help save lives. We've opened up federal grants to the faith community for the ﬁrst t1me I shouldn t say T
"'for the ﬁrst t1me Most v1gorously, let' me put it to you that way. -

: ‘”And S0 now we've had over a brllron dollars go out the door to falth based programs programs all armed at servmg
America’ by, savmg lives. (Applause.) And it makes sense. It jUSt makes sense. It makes sense to tap 1nto the great
.strength and sprrlt of the country. . :

The Assoc1ated Black Charrtles of Baltimore, ask them what it's hke to be a partner wrth the federal government Or x
" the Black Ministerial Alliance in Boston. Or the Metro Denver Black Church Initiative. These are all 1n1t1at1ves, all

- aimed at saymg to somebody the futire is better for you, somebody loves you, we care, and we're going to help

you. We're going to'help mentor you, we'll save you. from drugs and alcohol We'll do everythmg in.our power to -

o 7save Amenca one soul at a time. (Applause )

B We ve: done alot in three- and a—half years. I ask you to look at the record of accomphshment And | drdn t do th1s
alone. I've got a good administration, really good people. It's a diverse Cabinet. It's a Cabinet full of strong people. -

» It'sa Cabinet who are servmg our country first. People like Rod Paige. You've heard my. talk-about education. I hope"
- you have a sense of my passion to make sure we get it right. I understand the importance of. schools in America. I~

g picked a good man to serve as the head of the Educatron Department Rod Paige. He was -- (applause ) You heard

- me talk about-owning your own home, it's a vital part of this future of this country. Alphonso Jackson is the head of

the Housing and Urban Development (Applause.) Kay James runs the Office of Personnel Management You know, =
B :.the government owns a lot of property. Steve Perry is the head of the GSA (Applause ) :

. We've got a drverse cabinet, diverse administration, people who serve our nation with drgmty You know, when it
- comes time to money, Allen Greenspan is a smart guy, so is the Vice’ ‘Chairman; Roger Ferguson, of the Federal

L Reserve: (Applause.) Chairman of the FCC, the Federal Communications Commission, Michael Powell - in other :
. .words, what I'm tellmg you is -- (applause) -- I feel T'have an obligation to reach out to people from all walks of life.” -~
o1 have met that obllgatron and the government is. better for it. (Applause ) . : :

_ 'And when it comes to natlonal securrty, thankfully I've had a good team. We ve had some. brg challenges in thrs
. country ‘And I've got a strong, foreign policy, because the architects of that policy are people like Condi Rice: and

- Colin Powell. (Applause.) These are good people T've seen them -- I've seen them under 1ncred1ble pressure I know R |

: thelr steadmess and the1r clear vision.




TN

See, our most solemn duty is to protect the American people. That's our most solemn duty. It's a duty brought upon

‘us not at our asking, because we were attacked unmercifully by people who hate what we stand for. They hate the L
- fact that we can have free dialogue just like this: They hate the fact that there's open discourse. They hate the fact

that we're a free society where people can worship any way they see fit.

They hate the idea that we welcome people who worship God and we welcome people who don't worship God. Theyk
" can't stand the thought that we're a society that says, if you choose to worship, you're equally American, if you're a
Christian, Jew, or Muslim. .

" And so they attacked us. And we have a duty, all of us have a duty to respond This is an American effort to protect
-ourselves. And Colin Powell and Condi che have provrded valuable, valuable advice and counse] during these

tough tlmes

And we're making progress. Listen, we're trying to do everything we can to protect our homeland. There's people

from all walks of life working hard to protect the American people. There's no such thing as perfect security. I tell
people, we've got to be right 100 percent of the time. Those who want to cause us harm have to be right once. But -
there's a lot of people working. It doesn't matter what your party is, they're working hard to protect the American
people. And we've got a lot of people overseas working to protect us, too, by bringing justice to the enemies before
they strike again. (Applause.) : :

Our foreign pohcy is tough and it's compassionate. It's tough and we have to be tough it's compassionate. We
liberated over 50 million people who were brutalized by tyrants. We're proud to lead the armies of liberation. We're -

-standing true to this great American ideal that freedom is the almighty God's gift to each man and woman in this
“world. (Applause.) - :

We've begun the largest initiative ever to combat global AIDS. America is in the lead on dealing with the pandemic
that ravages the continent of Africa. We're taking the lead because we're a compassionate nation. We feed more of
the hungry than any. nation on the face of the Earth. We're a compassionate nation.

We're also a wise nation when it comes to smart policy. I signed the African Growth and Opportunity Acceleration

‘Act of 2004. It recognizes that the best way to help lift people out of poverty is to trade, it's through the free flow of

commerce. And it's working on the -- this policy is working on the continent of Africa.

‘Problems come to our desk because of our influence in the world. We've dealt with Liberia. We're now deahng with

Sudan. The United States is worklng closely with the United Nations. As a matter of fact, the Secretary of State was

- recently with Kofi 'Annan talking abouit this very subject. We're working closely with the African Union to bring

relief to the suffering people in that region. We've made our position very clear to the Sudanese government: They
must stop the Janjaweed violence. They must provide access for humanitarian relief to the people who suffer.
(Applause.) '

Ours is a solid record of accomplishment. And that's why I've come to talk about compassionate conservatism and .
what I envision for the future. I'm here for another reason. I'm here to ask*for your vote. (Applause.)

No, I'know, 1. know, I know. The Republican party has got a lot of work to do. I understand that. (Laughter and
applause.) You didn't need

to nod your head that hard, Jesse. (Laughter.)

Do you remember a guy named Charlie Gaines? Somebody gave me a quote he said, which I think kind of describes -
the environment we're in today. I think he's a friend of Jesse's. He said, "Blacks are gagging on the donkey but not-
yet ready to swallow the elephant.” (Laughter and applause.)

Now that was said a while ago. (Laughter.) I believe you've got to earn the vote and seek it. I think you've got to go

to people and say, this is my heart, this is what I believe, and I'd like your help. And as I do, I'm going to ask African
American voters to consider some questions. '

Does the Democrat party take African American voters for granted? (Applause.) It's a fair question. I know plenty of
politicians assume they have your vote. But do they earn it and do they deserve it? (Applause.) Is it a good thing for
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R 'the Afrlcan Amerlcan commumty to be represented mainly by one polmcal party" That's a legmmate questlon SRR
i(Applause ) How is it possible to gain political leverage if the party is never forced to compéte? (Applause ) Have o

= the tradltlonal solutlons of the Democrat party truly served the Afrlcan Amerlcan commumty"

- »That s what I hope- people ask when they go to the commumty centers and p]aces as we all should do our duty and

iy _vote. People need to-be askmg these very serious questlons

.'Does blockmg the falth based initiative help nerghborhoods where the. only soc1al service prov1der could be a. -

. church? Does the status quo in education really, really help the chrldren of thls country" (Applause ).

‘Does. c]ass warfare -- has class warfare or higher t taxes ever created decent JObS in the inner city? Are you satlsﬁed
& :w1th the same answers on crlme, excuses for drugs and blindness to the problem of the famrly" (Applause )

: Those are legmmate questrons that I hope people ask as this electlon approaches, I'd like to hear those questlons L
- debated on talk radio, I'd like it debated in community centers, in the coffee shops It's worthy of thrs country for thrs o
debate to go forward and these questlons to be asked and answered. &

I'm here to say that there is an alternatlve this year There is an alternative that has had a record that is easy to see. If - -

~ you dream of starting a small business and bu1ld1ng anest egg and passing something of value to your children, take

. alook at my agenda. If you believe schools should meet high standards instead of making excuses, take a look at my
_agenda. If you believe the institutions of mamage and family are worth defendmg and need defendmg today, take a..
look at my agenda. (Applause.) :

' ‘If you beheve in burldmg a culture of life in Amerlca, take a look at my agenda. If you beheve ina t1reless ﬁght
against crime and drugs, take a look at this agenda. If you believe that our men and women in uniform should be -~
respected and supported 100 percent of the tlme take a look at-my" agenda (Applause ) :

If you 're strugglmg to get into the: mlddle class and you feel like you re paymg plenty of taxes, take a look at: my
agenda (Applause.) : ,

If you 're a small busmess owner who is. trymg to expand your _]Ob base and are worrled about excessrve lawsunts
_increasing taxes and over—regulatlon take a look at this agenda (Applause ) "

"And ﬁnally, 1f you belreve in the power of faith and compassron to defeat. v1olence and despalr and hopelessness, | S

e hope you take a look at where I stand (Applause )

‘You see; 1 belleve in my heart that the Repubhcan party, the party of Lincoln and Frederlck Douglass, 1S not L

e complete w1thout the perspective and. support and contribution of:African Amerlcans (Applause. )

And I beheve in my heart that the pollcres and actions of this admlmstratlon pohcres that empower md1v1duals and
help communities, that lift up free enterprise and respect and ‘honor the family, those policies are good for the natlon g
- as a whole. That's what I belreve And I'm here to thank you for g1v1ng me a chance to come and express those

" beliefs. : :

I'm proud to be with an organization that does so good, so much good for the American people I'm honored that -
- your Chairman would extend an invitation to me. Thanks forc cornmg, and' may God bless you and may God contmue
to bless the country (Applause ). : .
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REMARKS AT THE UNITY: JOURNALISTS OF COLOR CONVENTION

Friday, August 6, 2004
c o915 am.='10:20am. -
Washington Convention Center
Washington, D.C. ‘
Dan Bartlett

- PURPOSE
To address feprescntalives from UNITY: Journalists of Color, a coalition organization which
includes the National Association of Black Journalists, the National Association of Hispanic -

Joumalists, the Asian American Joumalists Association, and the Native Arnerican Journalists

. Association. -

BACKGROUND

 The UNITY Convention takes place every five years. This year's gath?ﬁng is from
* August 4" through 8™, The first UNITY convention took place in"Atlanta in 1994, and

the second was in Seattle in 1999. Seven thousand journalists and media executives are
expected to attend this year’s convention. |

Today's plcﬂary.msion is sponsored by Freddie Mac. On Thursday, August 5", Senator John
- Kerry addressed the group during their moming session, and Secretary Powell participated in a

conversation with UNITY journalists. »

You dropped by during exhibition time at the 1999 UNITY Convention in Séattle.

Washington. .

PARTICIPANTS -

Emest Sotomayor [SOH-toh-MY: -or], President of UNITY and Long Istand Editor,
Newsday.com (will introduce you) ‘

_'Meetand " | ' o
* Esther W, Vice President of UNITY: Journalists of Color, Inc., and Columnist and Staff

Writer, The Dallas Morning News
Anna Lopez, Executive Director, UNITY: Journalists of Color, Inc.

Juan Gonzalez, President, National Association of Hispanic Journalists and Columnist,
New York Daily News ) :
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E Herbert Lowe, Pmndem, Nauonal Assoclauon of Black Joumaltsts and Staff anr.

Newsday

d Mae Cheng, President, Asian Amencan Joumallsts Assoc:auon and Immlgrauon and

Demographics Reporter, Newsday -

" Patty Talahongva [TAL-ah-HONG-vah), President, Native American Journalists

Association and Owner/Independent Producer, White Spider Communications

‘;Ivah_ Roman, Executive Director, National  Association of Hnspamc Joumahsts and San-,

-Juan Bureau Chief, Orlando Senitinel

. kcnato Astudillo [AS-tu—DEE«)h]. Executive Dlrectdr. Asum Amencan Journahsu ki

Association

" Tangie Newbomn, Executive Director, Nanonal Assocnauon of Black Joumahsls i g

‘ " Jeanne Mmanx~Beldxng, Convenuon Co-Chmr and Deputy Editor, Sun Jose Mercury

v

News

i ’Rlcardo Punemél Convennon Co»Chmr and Ednonal Page Ednor. M:Iwaukee Journal-

Senlmel

' Richard Syron, Clmrman and CEO Freddxe Mac (Sponsor of the P]cnary Ses.uon)

Participants

- 'Note: These reporters “wnll ask questions. . s
-Jo:c {JO-ec] Chen, Washington Correspondent, CBS Ncws

(moderator of question and answer portion)
Mark Trahant, Editorial Page Editor, Seattle Post Intelhgencer
Roland Martin, Columnist, Chicago Defender .

\Ray Suamz. Semor Correspondent, PBS s News Hour wuh .hm Lehrer ’

. Approxxmately 7,000 Joumahsts and medmexe_cutwcs- b

White House Staff
COS:" Joe Hagin, Deputy Ctuer of Staff

- Press: Scott McClellan, Press Secretary
'PRESSPLAN B *

' SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

® - You arrive at the Washington Convention Center and greet the presndcms and::
executive directors of the organizations that make up UNITY (13 individuals).

- ®."You and Emest Sotomayor are announced onto stage by off-stage announce.

Note: Joie Chen, Mark ’l‘rahant Ray Suarez, and Roland Martin wnll almdy be:
on stage. :

-e..‘Emesl Sotomayor will xmroduce you. then departs stage

You delwer remarks. )
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‘ . e Youconclude remarks and take questions from a panel of three reporters anda -
- moderator sitting on stage. They will ask you one question each.
Note: Joie Chen and Mark Trahant will be seated to your right. Ray
*-Suarez and Roland Martin will be seated to your left,
.. Program concludes and you depart. .

“VL . REMARKS

Provided by Speechwriting-

"VIL ATTACHMENTS

Biographies of Stage Participants
- Arizona Daily Star Article
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g S A :Remarks to the UNITY: Joumahsts of Co!or Conventton
' * Friday, August 6 2004 \
Draft#6 -

T o'_; Thank you very much It‘s an honor to welcome so many dtstmgmshed
& 7 American journalists to the nation's capital. We have representatwes
.. from the worlds of radio, television, print, and online journalism. And I'm
- proud to be with members of the Asian American Journalists Association
... the'National Association of Black Journalists ... the National =
: Associatlon of Hispanic Journalasts ~and the Natlve Amenwn o
Joumalists Associatlon ’ : :

e ! know all of you share an wnportant goat You believe there ought to be ,
b dwersrty in the newsroom, and on the editorial page, and behind the
- managing editor’s desk, because America benefits from diverse :
perspectives. | have a goal as well: | bemmw_pmut_tp_geg}fsﬂy
in both political parties, because m§ s EXL is better and stronger when

. different backgrounds are rep ble. Soin this campaign,
-1 am asking minority Americans to Iook at my agenda and not Iet anyone ’
L take them for granted ; : ‘
. Acknowledgmen‘ts ‘
.. [TK] .

_' ‘e |amthe oandtdate of one party, but lam the Presldent of all the people _
‘The day | took the oath, | pledged to build a single nation of justiceand -
- opportunity.. And | have taken that promise seriously. Unlike some i
_ .Repubhcans | believe government must take an active role in helpmg to
improve the lives of citizens. Unlike some Democrats, | don't put my '
- faith in bureaucracies that are distant and cold and unresponsive. | -
-believe government should help individuals gain the tools and skills to -
.- improve their own lives, and to make the best of their abilities: And |
- believe the final measure of compassion is not intentions — it is results. i
And we have achxeved solid resuits for Amencans from aII backgrounds :

Elementary Educatlon ' e ‘ .

. » America is a better nation when every child of every background Ieams L
“the basics of reading and math that will give them a fair shot at success. .-

‘e People had talked about education reform for years. We have acted:
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e No Chnd Left Behind Act — hngher standards and accountabllrty
¢ Funding to meet these standards
. 2005 budget:

o K-12 funding up 49 percent over 2001 levels :
* e Title One funding.up 52-percent over 2001 levels

e 1.1billion Indian school construction and repairs since
- 20071 - more than double spending in previous four year period

_e. New choices for low-income parents. | was proud to sign into law the
. bill creating taxpayer-sponsored scholarships for students in
Washington, D.C.  If school choice is good for the wealthy and the
middle class, it's good for the disadvantaged children of Amenca
e We are seeing the resulits:
‘¢ The achievement gap in both reading and math i is closing for Afncan-
~ American and Latino school children across America.
. o Inabout 73 percent of urban schools, African American fourth
graders narrowed the readmg achrevement gap with white
. students.
* In about 60 percent of urban schools, Hispamc fourth graders
narrowed the reading achievement gap with white students
. !n Maryland the percentage of African American third graders. ;
- reading proficiently increased 16 percentage points last year alone —
- and Hispanic fifth graders rmproved their performance in math by
. nearly 10 percentage points in a year.
» This spring | signed an Executive Order to help spread the gains
under No Child Left Behind to American Indian and Aiaska Native
children.

Higher Education
» We have increased the number of men and women who will be receiving
- Pell-Grants by nearly a million.
». Under my budget, funding for historically black colleges is atan all-trme
high. .~

Tax Relief

¢ America is a better nation when our economy is growing fast enough to
, create opportunity for everyone

~ e We have acted:

o Tax relief for families — marriage penalty child tax credrt

s Tax relief for entrepreneurs
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S e We requested a 21

" e Tax code is now more progressive — hrgh income taxpayers pay a P 5

‘larger share of the overall tax burden than they used. to i
‘s .We are seeing the results: : . vl
e About 111 million Americans pay |ower taxes
e After-tax income is growing.

~'o._ With tax relief, we've created [TK] million jobs since last August and Ry

" brought the unemployment rate down to [TK] percent — below the
. average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. &
A fami an mcome of‘ 000 dotlars now pays almost

dotlars lessin ta ,

’ rogress for Minonty Entrepreneurs LA

, f -+ We increased the number of Small Bdsiness Admmrstratron Ioans to '
- _minorities by 40 percent last

gency — the largest increase in more than a decade.

~ o Earlier this year, | estabhshed a presidential commission to expand
- business opportunities for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

= And two weeks ago at the National Urban League Conference, |

. “announced a new initiative uniting government, private sector, non- .

profit, and faith-based organizations behind a great goal - expanding

. - minority business ownershrp and entrepreneurship. = - L

. The entrepreneurial spirit in America is strong, and we. can proud!y say -
- that more minorities are busaness owners than ever before '

Homeownershrp : LR
*. Americais a better nation when more of our. crtlzens achreve the great
goal of home ownershrp : v
o We have acted. P
o Two summers agolseta bold goal to have 5 5 million new
- homeowners by the end of the decade." -
e We're offering down payment assistance .. . good counsellng to ,
- protect home buyers against predatory lenders ... and proposing tax
~ credits to encourage the building of more affordable housmg o
- We are seeing the results: -
+ We learned this week that more minorities are now homeowners than
ever before, and the overall homeownershrp rate is at an ali-tlme '
hlgh : RIS
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e We ve now added more than 1. 6 mitllon new mrnonty homeowners

since | launched my homeownershrp rnmative and we’ re on pace to
exceed our goal. - '

o Fifty-one percent of minority households nearly 15 mrlhon in all -

- - :now own their home.
¢ More than hatf of all Afncan Americans own thetr home

: Medlcare *
.

America is a better nation when we: keep our promlse to care for crtlzens ‘

~intheir old age.

For years, leaders in Washmgton debated Medlcare reform We have

. acted:
_. | signed into law the ﬂrst prescription drug benefit in the hrstory of )

. Medicare.

‘We are seeing the results:

e Every senior citizen on Medlcare is now elugrble to get a drug discount
card, which will immediately save them 15 to 30 percent off the retarl ‘
price of most drugs. :

o Four million seniors are enrolled fora card

* Low-income seniors can get a 600 dollar credit right away.

¢ And beginning in 20086, all seniors on Medicare will be able to choose
a prescription drug coverage plan that suits theur needs, and gives
them the peace of mmd they deserve -

Justice in our communities

America is a better country when we uphold civil rights and equality
" before the law.

During my Administration, the Department of Justice has vugorously

-enforced the civil rights laws.

The Civil Rights Division has opened a federal mvesugatlon rnto the

 murder of Emmett Till.

" | am the first President of the Unrted States to ban racnal prof ling in
- federal law enforcement.

And to serve the cause of justrce on the federal bench, | have nommated'
outstanding men and women to the courts - mcludmg ten superbly

_ qualified African Americans and Hispanic Americans for the courts of

appeals, and 30 African Americans, Hispanic Amenoans and Asian

_ Americans for the dlstnct courts. -
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o Compassron for those in need e S
o America is a stronger country when we encourage the good works of
~.. . faith-based groups that are savung and changrng lrves .

BERE We have acted 0 o N A ot
S} srgned an Executrve Order to end dascnmmatron agaunst faith-based A

) 'groups. N , . o
3 We are seerng the results:. ‘ BN A R

s Last year, we awarded more than 1 1 bruron dotlars in federal socral T
- service grants to faith-based groups. - R
R Organrzatron receiving grants from my Admrnrstratron for their good e R A

" works include Associated Black Charities of Baltimore, the United - e
~ Methodist Mexican American Ministries, the San Jose Cambodian =~~~
*-Buddhist Society, the Navajo Nation, the Cherokee Natron end the

- Kenaitze [kuh-NIGHT-see] Indian Tribe. e

e People of faith are transformmg America one heart one soul at a
- time. They.deserve to know that the Iaw will never drscnmmate
g agalnst them: again A L

S 'Vision for the Future LR L ' R RPN
. e This is the consistent record of three and a half years not a serres of L
.. promises for an election year

" e There is more to do. LR T e ‘
. We've brought standards and accountabr!rty to our Natrons schools and S e T
- we should do more for high schools — because we cantgsve up on the R B T S
. teenagers heading toward graduatron v
e We're creating jobs, and now we need to tram more. people to fill them
= We're letting workers keep more of their paychecks and now we need
. to let them keep more of their time, by passing comp time and flex trme_ R
' We gave small business incentives to invest and expand, and nowwe EERPERt E R
ST - need to give them more confidence by streamlinmg regulaﬂons and A At
| . . reforming the tort system. R RTPE O e
.} - e We've strengthened Medicare, and now we need to rmprove access and e
. affordability in our health care system through medical liability reform e T T
- and Association Health Plans and by contmuing to expand oommunrty S e
"~ - health centers. A
-« More Americans own their own homes ‘and now we need to help more . . S
.~ Americans own their own health care accounts and retirement accounts. . .
o w e We're lmp!ementrng\welfare reform, and nowwe need to encourage '
e ‘; .~ strong marnages and responsrble fatherhood -
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» We're protecting the rights of our minority citizens, and now we need to

reform our immigration system. | have proposed reforms offering legal
status to eligible temporary workers — so they can establish legal
identities and come out of the shadows. .

We're making progress in the war on terror, improving our defenses at
home, and spreading freedom in the world ~ and we need to continue all
those vital missions. ‘

Campaign

In this campaign, I'm talking about our agenda for the future, and the
results we've achieved for the American people. | know my party has
some work to do to earn more votes among minority Americans - but |
am determined to work hard and ask for every vote.

| also think the other party has some work to do. A few weeks ago at
the Urban League Conference, | asked some questions that apply to all
minority Americans.

Does the Democratic Party take minority voters for granted? Is it a good
thing for minorities to be represented mainly in one political party? Have
the traditional solutions of the Democratic Party truly served minorities?
Does blocking the faith-based initiative help the neighborhoods where
the only social service provider operates out of a church or other 3
community organization?. Does the status quo in education really serve
minority children? Have class warfare or higher taxes ever created
decent jobs in minority areas? Are minorities in this country satisfied
with the same old answers on crime, and excuses for drugs, and
blindness to the problem of family breakdown?

I believe these are important questions. And in the coming months, |
plan to give answers of my own. | hope you'll cover what | have to say,
and debate it with your readers, listeners, and viewers back home. |
firmly believe that every minority community — including African
Americans, Asian Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Native
Americans - will have a stronger voice in our country if they have a
voice in both parties.

And | believe that the policies of my Administration — policies that
empower individuals and communities through better education and
immigration reform ... policies that promote enterprise through tax relief
and incentives for homeownership ... and policies that respect families
and faith— are good for our entire Nation.
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o Thank you vefy much for the invitation. Now | am happy to ahswer' youi'
- Questions. = = S ; ' '

" Drafted by:  Chuis Michel, Office of Speechwriling
- _(0)6)

#H#
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT F éaa 7 :
" OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET . .

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2080 K&’ A0 G\

October 15,2004 ~ fHEP FUENS dAS SEER o

o | ~ 040CT 193
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘ -
FROM: - R Joshua B. Bo ' ‘ | COPY
" | 'FROM ORM

SUBJECT: Proposed Executive Order Entitled “Providing Opportunities for
' - Service-Disabled Veteran Businesses to Increase their Federal
contracting and subcontracting”

SUMMARY: This memorandum forwards for your consideration a proposed
executive order that was prepared by the Office of Management and Budget. The
proposed order directs agency heads to take certain actions to provide the opportunity for
service-disabled veteran businesses to significantly increase the Federal contracting and
subcontracting of such businesses. a :

BACKGROUND: In light of the extraordinary service rendered to the United
States by veterans with disabilities, it is the policy of this Administration that heads of
agencies shall provide the opportunity for service-disabled veteran businessesto
significantly increase the Federal contracting and subcontracting of such businesses. To
achieve this objective, agencies must more effectively implement sections 15(g) and 36
of the Small Business Act (Act). Section 15(g) of the Act requires the President to
establish a goal of not less than 3 percent participation by service-disabled veteran
businesses in Federal contracting. Section 36 of the Act gives agency contracting officers
the authority to reserve certain procurements for service-disabled veterans.

P

- To more effectively implement these provisions of the Act, the proposed
executive order would direct agency heads to: (i) develop an agency strategy to
- implement the policy described above; (ii) make the strategy publicly available; (iii) : o
designate a senior-level official responsible for implementing the strategy; and (iv) . . P
include in the strategy plans for reserving contracts exclusively for service-disabled
-‘veterans, ) )

The proposed order would also: (a) direct the Administrator of the Small

Business Administration to make available training in Federal contracting law,

procedures, and practices to assist service-disabled veteran businesses in Federal .

contracting; (b) direct the Administrator of General Services to establish a Government-

- wide Acquisition Contract reserved for participation by service-disabled veteran

businesses; and (¢) direct the Secretaries of Labor and Veterans Affairs to ensure that
" relevant programs under their jurisdiction educate separating service membess as to the

benefits available to service-disabled veteran businesses. - ‘ ‘

T
D i 1 2o penss | | | ,
Hped: 102 2¢ & S .
% Ariseves. t6 . | C?’

L
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departments, agencies, and White House Offices do not object to the proposed executive .

. order: (a) the Departments of State, the Treasury, Defense, Agriculture, Housing and

: ‘:‘ Urban Development, Justice, Commerce, Transportation, the Interior, Labor, Education, - - o
~ Energy. HHS, Veterans Affairs, Homeland Security, and EPA, CIA, OPM, NASA, GSA, L
- and SBA; (b) the EOP Offices of the Chief of Staff, Communications and Speéchwriting_, e

* - Legislative Affairs, Cabinet Affairs, Strategic Initiatives, Intergovenmental Affairs, -
.. -Presidential Personnel, White House Counsel, and HSC, NSC, DPC,USTR, NEC.‘CEQ,

" 'ONDCP, CEA, and OA; and (c) the Office of the Vice President. : .
© RECOMMENDATION: I recommend that you sign the proposed exeéutive
i
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EXECUTIVE ORDER

#/da 60

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIBS FOR SERVICE~DISABLED VETERAN
BUSINESSES TO INCREASE THEIR FEDERAL -CONTRACTING
AND SUBCONTRACTING
‘sy the nhthotity vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America,
,and in order to utrengéh;n opportunities in Federal contracting
v!Ql‘ service-disabled veteran bgsi.neues. it 1s,hereby ordetod,‘

“as follows: » : ‘ ‘ .

;- Sectien 1. - Bolicy.  America honors. the utrnordinqu
service rendered to the United States by vetetane with

'd:.sabiuties incurred'‘or aggravated in the line of duty dunng
active service wir.h the armed torceav. Heads of agencies shall

. pto\ude the opportunity for service-disabled veteran buaineasen
to sigmtxcam:ly increase the Federal contracting and
subc;onr.racting of such businesses. To achieve that objective,
a’ge’nc.ies shall more gfteetiveli implement section ‘1’5(91. of the
small éuuneas Act (15 U.5.C. 644(g)), which provides that the
President mast establiah a goal of not leaa than 3 pexcent for
particxpation by sew:.co-dxnbled veteran businesses in Federal‘
‘comracting. and section 36 of :ha: Act (15 U.S.C. 657f), which
givea aqency conttacting ‘officers the authority to. reserve
ceztain procurements for aervice-diaabled veteran businesses.

sec. 2. Buties of Agency Heads. To implement the policy

- set forth m section 1, heads of agencies shall:

_{a) develop a strategy to implement the policy set forth
in section 1;

I ‘(b) mke t.he agency s strategy puhlicly avajlable and
report annually to the Administrator of the Small Business
Adminigt.retionv on implementation of the dgency's a:racegyx

-{c} designate a senior-level otﬁ.cial who shall’ be

. respolnaibil‘e‘ ‘tér developing. and implementing the agency's

strategy:
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(4 include dwelopmenr. and implmntauon of the agency 's
stracegy and achievements in turtherance of tho stracecy as -

’ slgniticant. elmnts ln ‘any perfomnce plans of the agency's ;-} »
dea:.gnaud agency aenior 1eve1 otfxcial, chzef acquisinon
. officer,. end directot of mn and d;aadvantaged bulinns

butxlizatwm and i l ) - ’
E “te) includo in the agency 8" atracegy plans fot~ '

i) - reserving agency contrac:s oxcluuvely for : L
'v'sewicé—disabled vetena businenes' -

. (11) encouraging and tacilicating participation by ', '
vservace-disahled vet.era.n businuus i.n competi:xons for
awazd of agency cont.ractm ' ‘ ’

(414) encou:aging aqency contracr.ors to subcon:ract !
‘with urvxce-disabled vetexan busineases and actavely
5mnicoring and waluacing agency cont:actots etfo:ts

.":odosc.. e s L

{iv) t:nming agency petlonnel on applicable law

'and pol:.cxes rala.ting to: participation of servxce-disabled
. ver.eran businosses in Federal cum:racting, and - .

(v)~ disaemina:ing infomation t.o sexvzco-disabled
veteran businesses that would assist. :hese husinesus Ln
parcicip&:inq in swn'ds nf agency conr.racr.s. . . : o
Sec. 1 WWMWL

mmmm ‘The hdumiatxator o£ the Small Buszness
Adm.inistzation shan.

{a) datigna:c -an appzopﬂate entit.y thh.-m the Small

Business Admmutration that ahan in coo:dmauon thh t:he
p Ve:erun Aﬂurs' Center for Vatarans En:erprise (CVB). prcwide
/ - £O aewice-diaabled vste:an bulineauet informacion and assisunce L

S concerning par:xcxpation in Federal contnct.inq.
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N2
(b) advise and aasu: heads of agencies in their

‘implementation of section 2 of this order; and

{c) make available to service-disabled ver.er&n businesses
:xainihg in Pederal contrgcting law, procedures, and précticea
that would assist such buaineuec in participating in ’Pedoul.
contractinq. .

Sec. 4. ww&mmmm
ng;gg 'x‘he Aauinis:ut.or of General Services shall:

{a} - establish a Government-wide Acquisition Contract

' resemd for participation by service-disabled veteran.

businesses; and

(b) assist sewice-diiﬁbled vete‘rah’businesses to be
included in Federal Supply Schedules,
 8sc. 5. Additional Duties of the Secretary of Defense.

The Secretary of Defense shall direct the Defense Acquisition

" University (DAU) .to develop training on contracting with

service-disabled veteran businesses and make this training
available on line through the DAU continuous learning program.
Sec. 6. additiona) Duties of the Secretaxy of Veterans
Affairs. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall assist agencies
by making available services of the CVE and assist in verifying
the accuracy of contzact.or registration dataha:es with regard to

service-disabled veteran businesses.

mzhmmum_mmmw

" Secretarv of Vaterans Affaira: The Secretary of Labor and

Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, respectively, diteéc the
Transition Xsaistnuce Program and the 'Disability Transition

Assistance Program to educate lepaia:inq service mempeks as to
the benefits available to service-disabled veteran businesses

and as to potential entrepreneurial opportunities.
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SQS B, ngmmg - As used in'thia order:

(a) the v.em ‘agency means an 'executive agency”® aa that -

tem il defmad in section 105 of title 5, Unit.ed States Code,
- 'excludmg an execut.:.ve agency thﬁt has . £ewet than. 500 employees. ;
‘the Governmene Accoun:ahility office, or a chemmen: .

: corpotat ion. .

(b). .the tem 'scrvxce-duabled' means, with re-pect to
disabinty, that the disability was mcutred or. aggravated in
the line of. duty in che active aezvice in- the United States
Amedrorces, » ) s i ' : :

(e)' ‘the term 'serv;ce-dzubled ver.eran" means 'a vet:eran. ¥

as’ deﬁned in 33 u.s. «C. 101(2). wxch a disahxhty thac is’

. servi‘ce—connect-d. as defined 1,,, 387°0.5.C.~101(16) ;.

‘td) ‘the term ‘aervu:e-diaabled veteran business* ‘means a

small businese concern owned md cont.rolled by servica~dxsab1ed

veteranl as defmed in section 3(q) of the Small Busmess Act

"'us u.5.C. ssz(qn, and

(e} '‘the tem 'smll bunness concern' has the

'mezming specuied in. seccion 3{a) ot the Sm.nll Buamess Act
- {15 U, s C. 632(&)) and. l:he detiniuons and lundaxds xssued i

. under. f.hat section.

sec. 9. ﬁsunl_xxw (a) Heads of agencies shall
carry out duties assigned by sectmns 3,4, 5,6,.and 7 ot this

order. co "the extent consiatent. with apphcable law and subjec: '

to the avaxlahxlity of .appropriations: ‘.
s (b) To the extent pomitted by !.aw. an agency shall
dxsclose peraonany 1denti£ying intomtxon on aervice—diublad

veterans to ot.her agencies who require such infotmancm in: ox'derr

' {to dischazge thexr rctponsibnities under r.his order.

{e}  An aqcncy that consists o! a; multi- nember comission
shall implemenc thxs order to the extent it determinea ‘

appropriate to the accomplishment of the, agency's mission. :
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(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create

. any"right or bengﬂt, substantive or procedural, enforceable

'at law or in equity by any party ‘against the United States,

its depar;meritl, agencies, instrumentalities or entities,

its officers, emplcyeeé or agents, orx.any other person.

| THE WHITE HOUSE,
October 20,

#H##
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EXe‘cutive'Ordeh Service-Disabled‘Veterans Executive Order' B

- By the authorlty vested in me as s President- by the Constltutlon and the laws of the Umted States of Amerlca and 1n
“order to: strengthen opportunmes in Federal contractmg for service- drsabled veteran busmesses 1t is hereby ordered .

o ‘as. follows

Sectron 1. Pohcy Amerrca honors the extraordmary service rendered to the United States by veterans: w1th

disabilities incurred or aggravated in the line of duty during active service with the armed forces. Heads of agencres .
shall provrde the opportunity. for service- -disabled veteran businesses to significantly increase the Federal contractmg :
and: subcontractmg of such businesses. To-achieve that objective, agencies shall more effectively implement section -

~15(g) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 644(g)), which provides that the President must establish a goal of not

~ less'than 3 percent for partrcrpatron by service-disabled veteran businesses in Federal contractmg, and section 36. of

that Act (15 U.S.C. 657f), which glves ‘agency contractmg officers the authorrty to reserve certain procurements for
& serwce drsabled veteran busmesses i AT

Sec 2. Dutres of Agency Heads. To 1mplement the pohcy set forth in sectlon l heads of agencres sha]l
- (a) develop a strategy to 1mplement the pohcy set forth in section 1;

(b) make the agency s strategy pubhcly avarlable and report annually to.the Admrmstrator of the Small Busmess
Admlmstratron on implementation of the agency s strategy; ‘ : : :

i (c) desrgnate a semor-level official who shall be respons1ble for developmg and 1mplement1ng the agency 's strategy, ey .

’ (d) mclude development and implementation of the agency's strategy and achlevements in furtherance of the :
strategy as significant elements in any performance plans of the agency's designated agency semor-level ofﬁcral
chlef acqursltlon officer, and director of small and dlsadvantaged busrness utllrzatlon and : :

g f(e) mclude in the agency 's strategy plans for

(1) reservmg agency contracts exclus1vely for service- d1sabled veteran busmesses

T () encouraglng and facrlltatmg partrcrpatron by service- drsabled veteran busmesses in competltrons for award of
; agency contracts, . v

: (m) encouragmg agency contractors to subcontract w1th servrce drsabled veteran busmesses and actrvely momtorrng
'and evaluatmg agency contractors efforts to do 505 : » :

@iv) trarnmg agency personnel on applrcable law and pohcres relatmg to partrcrpanon of serv1ce-d1sabled veteran
busmesses in Federal contractmg, and , : :

W) drssemmatmg information to servrce drsabled veteran busmesses that would assrst these busmesses in.. ¢
partrcrpatmg in awards of agency contracts :

‘Sec 3. Addmonal Duties of Admlmstrator of the Small Busmess Admlmstranon The: Admrmstrator of the Small
Busrness Admmlstratron shall:

.(a) desrgnate an approprrate entity within the Small Business Administration that shall, in coordmatron with the'

: - Veterans Affairs" Center for Veterans Enterprlse (CVE), provide to servrce -disabled veteran busrnesses 1nformat10n dia

‘and assistance concernmg partrcrpanon in Federal contractmg,
- (b) adv1se and assrst heads of agenc1es in thelr 1mplementatron of sectron 2 of this order, and

(c) make avallable to service-disabled veteran bus1nesses tra1n1ng in Federal contractmg law, procedures, and
" practlces that would: a531st such businesses in partlclpatmg in Federal contractmg

sSec 4, Addmonal Dutles of Admlmstrator of General Servrces The Admmrstrator of General Servrces shall

. 264“1;




(a) establish a Government-w1de Acquisition Contract reserved for participation by servrce-dlsab]ed veteran
" businesses; and. -

(b) assist seryjceFdisabled veteran businesses to be included in Federal Supply Schedules.

~ Sec. 5. Additional Duties of the Secretary of Defense. The Secretary of Defense shall direct the Defense Acquisition
~University (DAU) to develop trammg on contracting with service-disabled veteran busmesses and make this trammg

available on line through the DAU contmuous learning program.

-

© Sec. 6. Additional Dutles of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. The Secretary of ‘Veterans Affairs shall assist

agencies by making available services of the CVE and assist in verifying the accuracy of contractor registration
databases with regard to service- drsabled veteran businesses."

Sec. 7. Additional Duties of the Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Veterans Affairs. The Secretary of Labor and

Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, respectlvely, direct the Transition Assistance Program and the Disability
Transition Assistance Program to educate separatmg service members as to the benefits available to service-disabled °
veteran busmesses and as to potentral entrepreneunal opportunmes

)

Sec. 8. Deﬁmtl.ons. As used in this order:

(a) the term "agency" means an "executive agency" as-that term is defined in section 105 of title 5, United States

. Code, excluding an executive agency that has fewer than 500 employees, the Government Accountability Ofﬁce, or-
-a Government corporation;

~ (b) the term "service-disabled" means, wrth respect to drsabrlrty, that the disability was mcurred or aggravated in the

line of duty in the active service in the United States Armed Forces;

* (c) the term “service-,disabled veteran"‘ means a veteran, as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(2), with a disability that is
: service-connected as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(]6); .

(d) the term "service-disabled veteran business" means a small business concern owned and controlled by service-

disabled veterans, as defined in section 3(q) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(q)); and

(e) the term "small business concern" has the meaning specified in section 3(a) of the Small Business Act (15 U S.C.
632(a)) and the definitions and standards issued under that section.

“Sec. 9. General Provisions. (a) Heads of agencres shall carry out dutres assigned by sections 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 .of this
: order to the extent cons1stent with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations.

(b) To the extent permitted by law, an agency shall dlsclose personally identifying information on service-disabled

- veterans to other agencies who require such information in order to discharge their responsibilities under this order.

(c) An agency.that consists of a multi-member commission shall implement this order to the extent it determines

appropriate to the accomplishment of the agency's mission.

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantlve or procedural, enforceable at
law or in equity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its -

officers, employees or agents, or any othér person.

‘GEORGE W.BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE,

. October 20, 2004.

HHEH#
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 President Sworn-IntoSecond Term

i g January 20 2005

, : Vice Presrdent Cheney, Mr Chief Justice, Presrdent Carter, Presrdent Bush President Chnton reverend clergy,
. _dlstmgurshed guests fellow cmzens i : 23 : '

:On: thls day, prescrlbed by law and marked by ceremony, we celebrate the durable w1sdom of our Constltutlon and

R recall the deep commitments that unite our country. I'am grateful for the honor of this hour, mindful of the -
o »-consequentlal times in which we hve, and determmed to fulflll the oath that I have sworn and you have w1tnessed

o At this second gathermg, our duties are deﬁned not by the words T use, but by the hlstory we have seen together. For o
- ahalf century, America defended our own freedom by standing watch on distant borders. After the shipwreck of .
- communism came years of relative qu1et years of repose, years of sabbatical - and then there came a day of fire.

: We have seen our vu]nerabrhty -and we have seen its deepest source. For as long as whole reglons of the world
-simmer in resentment and tyranny - prone to‘ideologies that feed hatred and excuse murder - violence will gather,’

~"and multiply in destructive power, and cross the most defended borders; and raise a mortal threat. There is only one -

force of history that can break the reign of hatred and resentment, and expose the pretens1ons of tyrants, and reward

"' 'the hopes of the decent and tolerant and that is the force of human freedom

We are led, by events and common sense, to one conclusmn The survrval of hberty in our land mcreasmgly depends‘
on the success of liberty in other lands. The best hope for peace in our world i is the expansron of freedom inall the
/world

- America's vital interests and-our deepest beliefs are now one. From the day of our Foundmg, we have proclalmed
_that every man and woman on this earth has rights, and dignity, and matchless value, because they bear the image of .
.- the Maker of Heaven and earth. Across the generations we have proclaimed the imperative of self-government, -

" because no one is fit to be a master, and no one deserves to be a slave. Advancing these ideals is the mission that

created our Nation. It is the honorable achrevement of our fathers “Now 1t is.the urgent requlrement of our nation's -
security; and the calling of our time. ‘ :

So it is the policy of the United States to seek and support the growth of democratlc movements and lnstrtutlons in
‘every nation and culture, with the ultimate goal of endmg tyranny in our world

This is not pnmarrly the task of arms, though we w1ll defend ourselves and-our frlends by force of arms when
necessary. Freedom, by its nature, must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law and
“the protection of minorities. And when the soul of a nation finally speaks, the institutions that arise may reflect
customs and traditions very different from our own. America will not impose our own style of government on the -
'unw1llmg Our goal instead is to he]p others find therr own vorce, attam thelr own freedom and make therr own
~way. 4

« The great objectrve of ending tyranny is the concentrated work ‘of generatlons The difficulty of the task is no excuse
for avoiding it. America's influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed America's, mﬂuence is
cons1derable and we will use it conﬁdently 1n freedom s cause.

~

B My most solemn duty is'to protect this nation and its people against further attacks and emergmg threats Some have" g
unwisely.chosen to test America's reso]ve and have found it ﬁrm

We will persrstently clarlfy the chorce before every ruler and every ‘nation: The moral ch01ce between oppressron
which is always wrong, and freedom, which is eternally.right. America will not pretend that jailed dissidents prefer-
“their chams, or that women welcome humlhatlon and servitude, or that any human being asplres to live at the mercyv

of bullies: ' : -

» We w111 encourage reform in other governments by makmg clear that success in our relatlons w1]1 requrre the decent
'treatment of their own people. America's belief in human dlgmty w1]l gulde our policies, yet rlghts must be more
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- ~than the grudging concessions of dictators; they are secured by free dissent and the partlcrpatlon of the governed In
"~ the long run, there is no justice w1th0ut freedom, and there can be no humarn rights without human liberty.

| Some I know have questloned the global appeal of liberty - though this time in history, four decades defined by the

swiftest advance of freedom ever seen, is an odd time for doubt. Americans, of all people, should never be surprised

by the power of our ideals. Eventually, the call of freedom comes to every mind and every soul. We do not accept
. the existence of permanent tyranny because we do not accept the possrblhty of permanent slavery. Liberty w1ll come
- to those who love it.

- Today, America speaks anew to the peoples of the world:

All who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know: the United States will not ignore your oppressnon, or excuse
your oppressors When you stand for your liberty, we will stand with you.

‘Democratic reformers facmg repress1on prlson, or exrle can know: America sees you for who you are: the future .
leaders of your free country » -

' The rulers of outlaw regimes can know that we still believe as Abraham Lincoln did: "Those who deny: freedom to
o others deserve it not for themselves and under the rule of a just God, cannot long retain it."

'The leaders of governments with long habits of control need to know: To serve your people : you ‘must learn to trust’
them. Start on this journey of progress and justice, and America will walk at your side.

And all the allles of the United States can know: we honor your friendship, we rely on your counsel, and we depend
on your help. Division among free nations is a primary goal of freedom'’s enemies. The concerted effort of free

_ nations to promote democracy is a'prelude to our enemles defeat.

Today, I also speak anew to my fellow citizens:

From all of you, I have asked patience in the hard task of securing America, which you have granted in good
measure. Our country has accepted obligations that are difficult to fulfill, and would be dishonorable to abandon.
Yet because we have acted in the great liberating tradition of this nation, tens of millions have achieved their
freedom. And as hope kindles hope, millions more will find it. By our efforts, we have lit a fire as well - a fire in the

*_minds of men. It warms those who feel its power, it burns those who fight its progress, and one day this untamed fire -

of freedom will reach the darkest corners of our world

A few Amerrcans have accepted the hardest duties in this cause - in the qu1et work of 1ntelhgence and diplomacy ...
_ the:idealistic work of helping raise up free governments ... the dangerous and necessary work of fighting our

enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our country in deaths that honored their whole lives - and we will
always honor their names and their sacrifice.

All Americans have witnessed this idealism, and some for the first time. I ask our youngest citizens to believe the
evidence of your eyes. You have seen duty and allegiance in the determined faces of our soldiers. You have seen
that life is fragile, and evil is real, and courage triumphs.. Make the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants,
larger than yourself - and in your days you will add not just to the wealth of our country, but to its character.

America has need of idealism and courage, because we have essential work at home - the unfinished work of
American freedom. In a 'world moving toward liberty, we are determined to show the meaning and promise of
liberty.

In America's ideal of freedom, citizens find the dignity and security of economic independence, instead of laboring
on the edge of subsistence. This is the broader definition of liberty that motivated the Homestead Act, the Social

" Security Act, and the G.I Bill of Rights. And now we will extend this vision by reforming great institutions to serve

the needs of our time. To give every American a stake in the promise and future of our country, we will bring the -
highest standards to our schools, and build an ownership society. We will widen the ownership of homes and
businesses, retirement savings and health insurance - preparing our people for the challenges of life in a free society.
By making every citizen an agent of his or her own destiny, we will give our fellow Americans greater freedom
from want and fear, and make our society more prosperous and just and equal.
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e In Amerrca s ideal of freedom, the publrc interest depends on private character on mtegrlty, and tolerance toward
others, and the rule of conscience in our own lives. Self-government relies, in the end; on the govermng of the self. "~

'AThat edifice of character is built in families, supported by communities with standards, and sustained i in our natlonal
life by | the truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the Koran, and the varied faiths. of our people.”

-, Americans move forward in every generatlon by reafﬁrmmg all that is good and true that came before E 1deals of
Lo qustlce and conduct that are the same yesterday, today, and forever ’ e WA

In Amerlca s 1deal of freedom the exercise of rights is ennobled by service, and mercy, and a heart for the weak

"Lrberty for all does not mean independence from one another. Our nation relies on men and women who look aftera .

nelghbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at our best value the life we see in one another, and must
‘always remember that even the unwanted have worth. And- our country must abandon all the hablts of racism,
because we cannot carry the message of freedom and the baggage of blgotry at the same tlme SR

From the perspectlve ofa smgle day, 1nclud1ng this day of dedication, the i issues and questlons before our country
*are ' many. From the viewpoint of centuries, the questions that come to us are narrowed and few Drd our generatlon
' Iadvance the cause of freedom‘7 And drd our character bring credlt to that cause?

. ‘ These questlons that Judge us also umte us, because Amerlcans of every party and background Amerlcans by chorce'
" ‘and by birth, are-bound to one another in the cause of freedom. We have known divisions, ‘which’ must be healed ‘to:
‘move forward in great purposes - and I will strive in good faith to heal them. Yet those divisions do not define
" America. We felt the unity and fellowship of our nation when freedom came under attack, and our response came
like a single'l hand over a'single heart. And we can feel that same unity and pride whenever Amerrca acts.for good
and the vrctrms of dlsaster are given hope, and the un_|ust encounter Justlce -and the: captlves are set free : i

‘We go forward wrth complete. confidence in the eventual trrumph of freedom Not because hrstory runs on the
wheels of inevitability; it is human choices that move events: Not because we consider ourselves a chosen nation;"
" 'God moves and chooses as He wills. We have confidence because freedom is the permanent hope of mankind, the

o , hunger in'dark places, the longing of the soul. When our Founders declared a new order of the ages; when soldlers :

died in wave upon wave for a union based on liberty; when citizens marched in peaceful outrage under the banner i
"Freedom Now" - they were acting on an ancient hope that is meant to be fulfilled. Hrstory has an ebb and flow of
~ _]uSthC, but h1story also has a visible direction, set by llberty and the Author of Lrberty ; ;

When the Declaratron of Independence was ﬁrst read in pubhc and the Lrberty Bell was sounded in celebratlon a -

‘witness said, "It rang as if it meant something." In our time it means something still. Amerlca, in this young century, A

" proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to all the inhabitants thereof. Renewed inour strength tested but.
not weary - we are ready for the greatest achievements i in the hlstory of freedom A R

" May God bless you, and may He watch over the Umted States of Amerrca ‘.

: ###‘
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' Fact Sheet: Ensuring Justice and Fairness for All Americans
| Presidential Action ’ | '
February 2, 2005

. .An important part of the American character is our system of justice, and we have a solemn obligation to make sure
that cases involving the death penalty have been handled in full accordance with:all the guarantees of our
Constitution.: The foundations of America's democracy depend on the assurance of fairness in our legal system. -

* The President is committed to ensuring justice and fairness in America's legal system by providing full funding for
the use of DNA evidence to solve crime and prevent wrongful convictions, and additional training for defense -
counsel to help ensure people on trial for their lives have competent attorneys at their side. Additional training wrll
+ ..also helpensure prosecutors and judges have Skl]]S they need to ensure a fair trial.

e Background on Presndentral Action
Americari unity is strengthened by our confident belief in a fair and accurate legal system.

o DNA technology can be vital in ensuring accuracy and fairness in the criminal justice system. DNA can be
used to identify criminals with incredible accuracy when biological evidence exists, and DNA can be used
to clear suspects and exonerate persons rmstakenly accused or convicted of crimes.

o DNA backlogs overwhelm many publlc crime labs, and these labs need help automating
equipment to handle the increasing influx of DNA samples and evidence and to prevent future
backlogs. The problems of backlogs and the lack of up-to-date technology can result in significant
delays in the administration of justice.

o More research is needed to develop faster, less expensive methods for analyzmg DNA ev1dence,
and

o More training is needed for professionals in the criminal justice system to ensure the optimal use
of DNA evidence to solve crimes and assist victims.

o Individuals on trial for their lives deserve compétent attorneys. In addition to the Federal government, 38
states have death penalty laws. In 2003, 144 offenders received the death sentence in the United States. The -
integrity of the legal system requires that defendants have competent representation. . ’

The President is committed to ensuring fairness and jhstice for all Americans in our legal system.

o President Bush urged Congress to fully fund his DNA Initiative to solve crime and protect the innocent
' from wrongful conviction through elimination of existing backlogs of DNA samples, strengthening lab
capacity, expandmg testing for convicted offenders, training for law enforcement and attorneys on the use
of DNA, and using DNA to identify missing persons and bring closure to victims. As part of the President's
five-year, $1 billion DNA Initiative, the President's FY 2006 budget supports $236 million in Federal
funding. These reforms benefit victims and the accused by identifying the guilty and exonerating the
innocent. ‘ ‘

. o President Bush's new proposal will provide additional training for defense counsel, prosecutors, dnd
Jjudges for state capital cases to help ensure they are adequately trained to handle capital trials. The
President proposed $50 million over three years, including $20 million in FY 2006, for training private
defense counsel and public defenders, state and local prosecutors, and state judges to help ensure the
competence and effectiveness of all participants connected with the trial of state capital cases. In addition,
once trained, the lawyers who have undergone the training can serve as adv1sors to other lawyers in
particular cases.

#H#
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TR e “July 13,2005
o NFOI}MAIIQAYNS: . e
: | MEMORA\IDLN ?ok THE PRESIDENT T
" THROUGH: *  CLAUDE A‘.‘ALLEN'V\"? |
FROM:  ALLYSONHO |
' SUBJECT _ Lpdate on Increasmg Opportumzy for Afncan Amencans

. To updau. You on 1he Admlmslmuon 'S progress in mcreasmg opponumty fm' Afncan : o

Americans, .

R Progr s

Educapo Thanks 1o the No Child Left Behind Act, the achlevemcm gap belwcen African ,

i+ ‘American students and their peers has narrowed si gm ificantly. ‘A 2005 Cenler on Education - :
" Policy study found that 73 percent of states reporied improved student achievement. ‘And a 2005

“study by the Council of Great City Schools found that achievement gaps are closing in urban .
schools across the country. In math; 57.5 percent of all grades tested had reduced the

- -achi¢vement gap between white and ‘African American students; in reading, 63.8 percent ot all

~ grades tested had reduced the achievement gap. This year's National Assessment of Educational =~
“Progress shows that whnle reading scores for white students rose S points, the scores for African =

American students rose even faster (by 14 poxms) so that the reading score achievement gap
- decreased from 35 points in 1999 to 26 points'in 2004.. Average math scores for African iy
_ Amencan students at ages 9 and 13 were' mgher thani n any previous assessmem year.. :

School Choice. Thanks to your efforts to pass 1he. first Fedcrally funded sch_ool-choncc program -

“.in the District of Columbia. over 1,000 low-income studenis in the District have been ablc1o =~
,attend the private school of their choice during the 2004-2005 school year. Next year, nearly S

2,000 studems w:ll recéive scholarships.under this program once u is fully mplememed ‘

anh-Bascd lnmam ln many urban nelghborhoods, the onlv pmvnders of social scrvices are s

"~ African American churches. Previously, they were required to secularize if they wamcd (0
" compete for grants, and they lacked technical. .expertise 10 navigate the Federal.grant process
" Your 2002 “Equal Treaiment™ Executive Order and the Compassion Capital Fund you i
~ éstablished have removed these bamers and grant funds are flowing to. African . American.
Ry rehglous charities. Further, your initiatives on prisoner re-entry, acccss to drug recovery RTI
" treatment, mentonng children of pnsoners. nnd gang prevcnnon ha\e addressed issues of cnucal ‘
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‘ xmportance to African American commiunities. This month you recewcd a ]ener from 30 of the.
‘most prommem Afncan Amencan pastors slanng their support for your fanh~based mmau\e.

: Eromoung Healthv Vlg_rj gcs and Rcsp_gns:b!e Ea;hghood Your FY 2006 budget directs 5740

- million in mandatory funds to develop innovative approaches to promote healthy marriages and .
- responsible fatherhood. This includes $40 million for a new fatherhood initiative to be awarded :
in competitive grants to faith-based and community organizations for skill-based marriage and
pareniting educauon. and other scrvxces that hclp f‘athers pmwde emm:onal and financial support”
. to their chnldren SRR L . .

, glgmg America’s )fgut You and the Flrsl Lady are comniitied to highlighting the lmpommce
of focusing on at-risk youth, especlally boys; educating parents and communities on the :

importance of promoting posmve youth developmem' and informing parents and communities of
strong and successful prevention and intervention programs that work by drawing attention to

-initiatives from around the country and identifying successful ways to connect at-ns!. youth wuh ,

 parents, their school and theu' commumtv.

ln 4ddmon. your f‘ocus on youns Amcncans will mclude support For programs thal hclp youth
overcome the specific risk of gang influence and involvement. In the F Y 2006 budget, you.
proposed a three-year, $150-million initiative to help youth at risk of gang influence and -

. involvement through grants.to faith-based and community organizations. These organizations

~will provide a positive model for youth by. among other thmgs. pmmotmg rcspect for women

“and rejecnon of wolencc, - .

~ Homeown Capital, Since your 2002 announcement of the goal 10 Increase:
.minority homeowncrshup by 5.5 million homeowners before the end of the decade, 2.3 million

additional minorities have become homeowners. Homeownershap has reached an all-time high

in this Administration. -In 2003, for the first time, most minority families owned their own -

- homes. Today, therc are over 6 million African Amencan homeowners

- Your Admamstrauon has been vigilant in ensuring that all Amcncans have equal access 1o thc
capital markets that allow small businesses to grow and prosper. In'2004, the Civil Rights -
Division of the Justice Departmem brought two fair lending cases challengmg dxscnmmamry
practices, including: claims that a bank dxscnmmated on the basis of race in makmg business
loans. :

_Mmmmm In July 2004 you announced an mman\e to encourage minority

emrepreneurshnp. panticularly among African Americans. The Urban Entrepreneur Partnérship

- unites the Federal government with the Narional Urban Lcaguc. Business Roundtable, Kauffman

_ Foundation, and others to train, encourage, and open doors for inner city entrepreneurs. The first
one-stop center. will open July 18.in Kansas City as a model for the other centers planned across
the Nation. NEC staff is dxrecnng the cariy stages of ﬂus unprecedemed pnvate-sector- funded
nmnauve o . . , s

- Social Security. You haxe called for refomts that wnli keep Social Security's pmmlses 1) wday s

_ seniors and those near retirement while simultaneously giving younger workers a chance to save
" "in voluntary personal reuremcnt accounts. African Americans are disadv antag,ed by the current

© 2
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’ Soc:al Secumy system in mponant ways For example, because they have shorter. hf’c

- “Z.fSecumy reurcmem ben-.t’ s than their coumerpms

- e Wha lean xmponam goal ist0 sddress thesé gaps in: lee expectancy, you havc commuted o
- creating a more equitable. Social Security system. “The inheritable aspect of personal. accounts

s expresscd concemns that Social Security reform would mean cuts in disability benefits, ‘which
... ~African Americans receive dxspropomouately more than white or Hispanic Amencans, oran -
. erosion of protections for low-income Americans. Your polncles address this concemn by leaving.
o '§dlsabnlft) benefits untouched. while: embracmg "prog,resme growlh m provide. fas!er beneﬁ
i growth for tower-mcome honscholés S SR

bt @Ma_re Thanks :o lhe reccmly enacted Medncarc Modcmuauon Act K¢ MMA), laﬂmg, in-
. January 2006. 700, 000 newly covered African American Medicaré beneficiaries will gain‘access

' /“low-income African American beneficiarics will r receive substantial help with premiums,
' “deductibles, and co-payments. MMA also expands the Medicare Advantage program, which

~“expectancies than. white or Hispanic Amcncans, Afncan Amencans receive far fewer Socxal R

~“would be of especial benefit to African American families. Some African American groups. have K e

1o prescription drug coverage. The poorest African American beneficiaries will pay no ‘premium,”
“‘no deductibles, and only nommai cost-sharing for prcscrnpuon dmgs An additional 1.5 mxlllon o

,; ‘ gy,,offers coverage that is popu!ar among minority beneficiaries, especially those who cannot afford - ) - : ! Py
_to-buy supplemental medical insurance policies.' Seniors who enrollin Medicare Advantage =~

~ . plans spend on average about $100 per month less out of their own pockets for medical care’ than’ : o

- those with standard medical coverage. ‘Many. of these plans have also engaged inan effortto "

-+ identi fy beneficiaries who are Jess likely 1o receive preventivé care, such as regular blood tests,
. ‘and have found that Afncan Amencans with daabem need help wuh acc;ssmg, thesc servxces
b morc regularly R R

Yonr Admmlstmuon has also worked to increase health msurance coverage for !ovsomcome e

~- 1989, and'the percentage of children who have health coverage has never been higher: For -
- instance, the number of children envolled in the State Children’s Health Insurance Program
-*(SCHIP) has; tncreased about 33% since 2001. Your FY 2006 budget requested $1 bllhon for a
U0 nationwide "Cover the K»de outreach eﬂcn 10 contmue enroilmg low-mcome ch:ldrcn in -
FRE SCH'P . . . . . ) e

:-HIV:A!DS In your Smie of the Union address. you sxawd your s(rong supporl for the - A

;. reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act this year, with a focus on citizens with the tughest "

S rate of new: infections, African American mer and women, “Of the 57l 000 people sencd yearly
B by thc Ryan Whu» CARE Act, over half are people of color s :

o gg:c You were the f rst Presadem to call for an; end to racmi proﬁlmg in cheral taw
enforcement, and your Administration has implemented specific guidelines prombntmg the
- ».pracuce in Federal lawn cnforccment In your State of the Union address, you committed to _
. ensuring justice and fairess in America’s legal sysiem by provsdmg full funding for the use of - ;
»-- DNA evidence 1o solve crime and prevent wrongful convictions, and addmonal trammg, for o -
R defense counsel to help ensure dcfcndants have compelent anomcys G

children, including minorities. The numbeér of uninsured children is‘lower than in any ycar since L
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

_ SIGNING OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION TO COMMEMORATE THE |

Il,

18

1STH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

‘Tuesday, July 26, 2005
9:50 a.m. ~ 10:00 a.m.
Oval Office «
Karl Rove / Claude A. Allen

PURPOSE -

To sign the Presidential Proclamation commemorating the 15" Anniversary of the

Americans with Disabilities Act. ERRTE ,

BACKGROUND

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed by President George H.W. Bush

on July 26, 1990. The ADA established a legal framework for removing barriers faced

by the Nation's disabled citizens.

On February 1, 2001, you announced the New Freedom Initiative, a comprchensive

program to promote the full participation of people with disabilities in all areas of society

by increasing access 1o assistive and universally designed technologies, expanding

educational and employment opportunities; and promoting increased access into daily

community life.

Note: Your father is scheduled 1o deliver remarks Monday night at the National Council
on Disability's ADA anniversary event at the Kenqedy Center. ‘

PARTICIPANTS

President George H.W. Bush

Berthy De La Rosa-Aponte, Chair, Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Advi’sory Panel, -
and daughter Lucy (age 23)

) Mike Deland, President; CEO, and Board Chairman, National Organization on Disability

Lex Frieden, Chair, National Council on Disability

Jan Tuck, Chair, Architéctural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Access Board

Madeleine Will, Chair. President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities

273




L jSusan Buckl o Asspeif ] Dlrector, Domesnc Pohcy Counc:l ,
el Sxeve Lmeberry, Deputy Assoctate D:rector. Ofﬁce of Pubhc Liaison

‘~'Phoyio Release =~

N 'SEQUENCE OF EVENTS .
" Note: There wnll bea pre-bnef fed by Claudc Allcm
. Guests arrive in the Oval Office. :
.» You sign the proclnmatmn and take a photo. -/
. Guesxs depan ‘ )
( VL REMARKS g , i N
§ i ‘ el Talkmg Points Provnded by the Domesnc Pohcy Councxl, :

i, - ATTACHMENT G

iy ;Béckgiﬁl’xnd’onSi@ithmicipams" "
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' BACKGROUND ON SIGNING PARTICIPANTS

- Berthy De La Rosa-Aponte has been a disability advocate for over 20 years. She serves as

" principal investigator at the Florida Family Support Project, where she conducts statewide -
*community-based training for people with developmental disabilities. Berthy has three grown
children: Milton, Diana, and Lucy. Lucy is severely dnsabied and was, Bcnhy s msplmuon for
. becommg mvolved in dxsab:!ny issues.

) Lucy Aponte (age 23)is devekopmemally disabled, autistic, and has cerebral palsy. She received '

a special high school diploma from Cooper City High School in June 2004 and hopes 1o own her

-~ .. own business one day. With assistive technology, Lucy creates an that is transferred to vanous o
. mediums, such as greenng cards and decoratwe plates Lucy cannot speak and usesa.’ .

v wheelchalr
nder Presgggm George H. W, Bush (nghmg;gg, D.C) i -

After serving as CEQ director in your father's administration, Mike Deland joined the National

- Organization on Disability (NOD) as-Board Chaxrman in 1995 and was named as Pressdem and :

‘CEO in Apni 2005. Mike uses a wheelchaur ‘

‘Lex Fneden is’ Semor Vice President at The Institute. for Rehab:htatnon and Research (TIRR)
- ‘He is also director of TIRR's Independent Living Research Utilization Program and professor of
- physical rnedycme and rehab:htatuon at Baylor College of Medxcme Lex uses a wheelchazr

Jan Tuck is manager.of the u‘:cessibi!ity comf)liihce program for Princess Ci'uxses, which has a '
network of operations cxtendmg 10 six continents and nearly 260 ports around the world She
has worked wnh the company for 25 years. Jan uses a wheelchair,

Chase, Maryland)

.Madeleine Will has been active in disability polxcy for lhree decades. She has held posmons in

both the public and private sectors focusing on the development of early-intervention services, .

~ transition from school to employment, school inclusion programs, and employment programs for

people with dxsabxlmes. Madeleme has three grown children. Her son. Jon (agc 33). has Down

Syndrome,
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TALKING PONTS FOR SIGNING OF THE PRESIDE\ETIAL PROCI. m,mox TO e

CO\I»WEMORATE THE 1STH ANNIVERSARY OF THE o
S AMBR]CA\S \HTH D]SABILITIES ACT [

: ’f”—"’“

e am honorcd and pmud 10 havc my fathcr )om me hcrc m tht. Oxai Ofﬁsc ‘Fifieen years
. ““ago today. out on the South. Lawn, he signed into law: the Americans with Disabilitics Act::
" He said this law would knock down a wall that for 100 many generations had. separatcd
Amgricans with disabilitics from the frecdom-they could glimpse, but not grasp. ‘He was
" right. Because of this good lau millions of Americans with disabilities now compete for
" jobs once denied to_ thent .- enter hmldmp once closed to them ... and travel on buses and
L trams once uneqmppcd for them F:ﬁeen ycars aﬁcr 1l1c ADA we carca bctter counm forit.

. By stm mb 1o ensure that no Amencan 18 demcd accecs 10. cmploymenL gducauo cuhural E A .
aclmues‘ or communu) hfe bccause ofa dssahlhty, we sxmngthen our \anon e

. Bulldmg on the accompllshments of lhc last fifieen years and mcog,nmm.., xhal lhm is shl]
~work o be done, | announced my New Freedom Initiative (NF1) on Februarv 1,2001. \Fi
oisa comprchenswc strategy lo ensure that all Americans have the opponumt\ o pamc:p.ne
Co fullyin community life. “Today. Americans with disabilitics have mcrc.ascd aceess 1o
. “technology: increased cducational opportumucs. better oppontunities; for i amcgrauon m(o lhc -

. worl\ l‘orce and mcreased opponumues o all aSpccts of commumty life . e T / P _ﬁ i

. vThrouah these and oxher cl‘fons we wull commue 10 buuld on. thc pro;,rcss of the ADA and
FE by domg., so, hold fast to our \lauon s fanh n thc promlse and potermal of cvery person

T
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August 1, 2005

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: ' CLAUDE A. ALLEN

" FROM: - SUSAN BUCKLAND
RE: ‘ Transforming Mental Health Care in America Repornt

' During our pre-brief for the 15" Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), you
requested a copy of the Transforming Mental Health Care in America The Federal Action
_Agenda: First Steps report. Enclosed is a copy of the report, released July 25, 2005.

Summary:

(‘“ : In February 2001, you launched the New Freedom Initiative designed 10 promote full access to

- -community life for people with disabilities. Your New Freedom Initiative called for beter '
O o coordination of Federal resources to address mental health issues. Currently, numerous Federal
’ ’ agencies oversee mental health programs, policies, funding, laws, and programs. -

In April 2002, you issued Executive Order 13263 establishing the New Freedom Commission on
Mental Health. The Commission met for one year to study research literature and to review
current programs. The Commission framed its work around the five principles set forth in your
Executive Order 13262, These principles seek to maximize each individual’s potential; promote
collaborative community level models of care; focus on policies that maximize the utility of
existing resources by increasing cost effectiveness and reducing unnecessary and burdensome
.. regulatory barriers; use research findings effectively; and follow: the principles of federalism and -
ensure that recommendations promote innovation, flexibility, and accountability at all levels of
government, respecting the constitutional role of the States and Indian tribes, _ -

This Transforming Mental Health Care in America The Federal Mental Health Action Agenda:
First Steps report is a collaborative product of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services agencies, Department of Education, Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Department of Justice, Department of Labor, Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Social
Security Administration.

t
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o ijj40th Anmversary of the Votmg nghts Act of 1965

A Proclamatlon by the President of the United States of Amerrca
T August 5 2005

In Amerrca ‘we bélieve in the freedom of every 1nd1v1dua1 Thrs freedom includes the ability to partlcrpate in one of "

* the most cherished rights and fundamental responsrbrlmes of crtlzenshrp ‘the right to vote. The Voting Rights Actof

1965 helped ensure that all citizens would have the opportunity to vote, regardless of race. As President Lyndon
. Johnson said when he signed the Act, "Millions of Americans are denied the right to vote because of their color,

. This law will ensure them the right to vote. The wrong is one which no American, in his heart, can Jjustify. The right -

“.. . is one which no American, true to our principles, can deny." As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of thls hrstorlc i

’ act, we reafﬁrm th1s bedrock commrtment to equalrty and justice for all.

‘ "*_rvAmerrca s history is‘a story of people worklng for freedom justice, and equahty We have made great progress
: [.ftoward achieving these ideals. In the middle of the 20th century, the conscience of America was awakened by the
" struggles and the courage of those who overcame racial slurs,: fire hoses, and burning crosses. Brave men and -

~women held sit-ins at lunch counters, rode buses on Freedom Rides, and marched in our Nation's Capital and "
) throughout our country to demand the full promise of the Declaration of Independence. The work of these

L courageous Amerrcans led to the Votmg Rights Act of 1965, and we remember their herorsm on thrs anmversary

o Amerrca isa stronger and better Natron because of the Votmg R1 ghts Act of 1965 As Pres1dent Johnson sard upon j. e

signing the Act, it is "a trlumph for freedom as huge as any victory that has ever been won on any battlefield." The.- =

U Act was a great step forward in the history of our Nation, and it remains essential as we continue ‘our progress

toward:a socrety in whrch every person of every background can reahze the Amerlcan Dream

" NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtuc of the authorlty :

-+ vested in-me by the, Constitution and Laws of the United States, do hereby proclarm August 6, 2005, as a day of

o . celebration in honor of the 40th- Anniversary of the Voting Rrghts Act of 1965 I call upon all Amerrcans to observe N

fthrs day wrth approprrate programs ceremomes, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of August in the year of our Lord two "
. :thousand ﬁve and of the Independence of the United States of Amerrca the two hundred and thrrueth

- ;GEORGEW BUSH

#ith
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~ Proclamation by the President: Death of Rosa Parks
- A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

f October 30, 2005

As a mark of respect for the memory of Rosa Parks, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution

~_and laws of the United States of America, that on the day of her interment; the flag of the United States shall be

flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public bu11d1ngs and grounds, at all military posts and naval
_stations, and on‘all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United
~ States and its Territories and possessions until sunset on such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-
- staff for the same period at all United States embassies, legations, consular ofﬁces, and other facﬂmes abroad

o mcludmg all military facilities and naval vessels and stations.

VIN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this thlmeth day of October, in the year of our Lord two
. thousand ﬁve, and of the Independence of the Umted States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

s GEORGE W.BUSH
HHH
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i ’f‘;;_‘;Pres1dent SlgnsHR 2967 HR 3765 S 37 and S. 1285

: N ;"”‘On Fnday, November 11, 2005 the Presrdent s1gned 1nto law L
H R 2967 Wthh des1gnates the Federal bu1ldmg located at 333 Mt Elhott Street in Detrort

'1. _.‘_T*.Mlchlgan as the "Rosa Parks Federal Bu11d1ng

i H. R 3765 Wthh extends through March 31, 2006 the Army s authorrty to accept and expend
funds contrlbuted by non- Federal entities to expedlte the processmg of. perm1ts & : .

S.37, Wthh extends for two years the U S Postal Servrce s authonty to 1ssue spemal postage e
e 'stamps to help provrde fundmg for breast cancer research : : £

8 S. 1285 Wthh des1gnates the Federal burldmg located at 333 Mt. Elhott Strcet in Detrort

% M1ch1gan as the "Rosa Parks Federal Building," and the annex, located on the 200 block of 3rd
- Street Northwest in the District of Columbia, to'the E. Barrett Prettyman Federal Bu1ld1ng and v
i Umted States Courthouse located at Constrtutlon Avenue Northwest in the District of Columbra i

s fas the "Wllham B. Bryant Annex."

HEHE
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' Presndent Slgns H. R 4145 to Place Statue of Rosa Parks in U. S Capltol
"Room 350
Dw1ght D. Elsenhower Executrve Ofﬁce Bulldmg

, _Decemberl 2005

- THE PRESIDENT Welcome Please be seated. Thank you all for bemg here Laura and I thank you for j Jommg us Y

‘- on this special day.

- Fifty years ago an Afrréan American WOman named Rosa Parks helped set in.motion a national movement for .
~ equality and freedom when she refused a bus driver's order to give her seat to a white man. The bill I'm about to sign
calls for a statue of Rosa Parks to be placed in the Capitol's National Statuary Hall. (Applause ) :

By placmg her statue in the heart of the nation's Capitol, we commemorate her work for a'more perfect umon, and
we commrt ourselves to contmue to struggle for justice for every American. :

“I'm honored the Secretary of State has Jomed us, as well as Secretary Alphonso Jackson. I want to thank the bill
- sponsors, Jesse Jackson, Jr. -- I see you brought some of your family with you. (Laughter.) Senator John Kerry,
-Senator Thad Cochran Senator Dick Lugar Jommg us, as well. : '

I'm proud that Bruce Gordon is here. He's the Presndent and CEO of the NAACP. Thanks for joining us, Bruce. I
want to thank all the civil rights leaders who've joined: us, as well. I partlcularly want to say thanks to Elame Steele,
Representatlve of the Rosa Parks Institute. ‘ S

MS. STEELE: Right here.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Welcome (Applause ) We ve got a seat for you.

‘It's great to see Dr. Dorothy Herght as well. Welcome, Dr. Helght (Applause )1 want to thank all of Rosa Parks
famrly who have Jorned us as well; you're kind to come.

Rosa Parks was a daughter of the South who worked as a seamstress ata department store in a Montgomery, ,
Alabama. On December 1, 1955, she boarded a city bus. Under local and state law, African Americans had to give -
up their seats if any white people were standing. But after a lifetime of discrimination and a hard day's work, Rosa
refused. As she would later say, "I wasn't tired physically, or no more tired than [ usually was at the end of a
workmg day ... No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in."

A

- By refusmg to give m, Rosa Parks showed that one candle can light the darkness. Like so many institutionalized
evils, segregation ultimately depended on public accommodation. Like so many institutionalized evils, once the -
“ugliness of these laws was held up to the light, they could not stand. Like so many institutionalized evils, these laws

proved no match for the power of an awakened conscience -- and as a result the cruelty and humiliation of the Jim
- Crow laws are now a thing of the past. :

- By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks helped inspire a nationwide effort for equal justice under the law. When she

_refused to yield her seat, Mrs. Parks was arrested, convicted of violating the segregation laws, and fined $10, plus $4
dollars in court fees. Her arrest sparked a boycott of the Montgomery bus lines by its black passengers, and the
formation of a local association of African-Americans led by a young preacher named Martin Luther King, Junior.

~ The boycott ended more than a year later, after the Supreme Court struck down segregation on buses. What had

. begun as a simple act of civil dlsobedlence ended up. galvamzmg the modern movement for civil rrghts {

By refusmg to glve in, Rosa Parks called America back to its foundmg promise of equality and justice for everyone.
+ When the police officer boarded the bus and told the seamstress that he had to arrest her, he explained that the law
- was the law. Rosa and the black ministers who defended her invoked the Constitution and pointed to a higher law.

~ Our Declaration of Independence makes clear that the human right to dignity and equality is not a grant of

' government -- it is a gift from the Author of Life. (Applause.) And by holding our nation true to the words of its
 founding document, Rosa Parks helped her fellow African-Americans claim their God-glven freedoms and made
. Amerrca a better place : :
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o Congress should renew the Votmg nghts Act of 1965 (Applause )

"Eventually the crvrl rlghts movement would succeed in persuading Congress to pass more sweepmg leglslatlon that
* dealt with voting rights and discrimination in public- places, and school' segregatlon -- and: the Umted States

. Dr ng l]ked to say that our C1v1l Rxghts Act was wrltten in the streets by the cmzens who»marched for _]ustlce and

T .{ an Alabama woman r1d1ng home on a Cleveland Avenue bus .

. “C'Amerl an democracy We hope that generations. of Americans will remember what th1s brave woman dld and be

, 'equallty -And on this day we remember the great msplratlon thls movement drew from the quret courage shown by R

. It is: ﬁttmg that thrs American hero w11] now be honored w1th a monument msrde the most ‘visible symbol of

e msptred to add thelr own contnbutlons to the unfoldmg story of Amerlcan freedom for all

B ;(The ,blll_ was srgned ) (Applause )

: ,j-And now 1t s my honor to srgn the brll that w1]l make Rosa Parks the ﬁrst Afrlcan Amerlcan woman to be honored | :
i w1th a statue in our natlon S Capltol (Applause ) R VT
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o -Presrdent Honors Dr. Martm Luther ng, J r.at "Let Freedom ng" Celebratron

- John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
Washington, D.C. ‘ ,

 January 16, 2006 -

THE PRESIDENT Thank you, all. Thanks for the kind introduction. Thanks for the invitation to be here. It san
honor to join you-on this national hohday celebratmg one of America's most 1mportant lives: Martin Luther ng, Jr
(Applause.) -

Every year on this day we reﬂect on the great movement for civil rights that transformed our country. We remember :
leaders like Rosa Parks, who today is being honored with the John Thompson, Ir. Legacy of a Dream Award. And
we recommit ourselves to working for the dream that Martin Luther King gave his life for: an America where the
dignity of every person is respected; where people are judged not by the color of their skin -- by the content of their
character and where the hope of a better tomorrow is in every nerghborhood in this country.

I'm sorry Laura is not w1th me. She s leading a delegatlon to Liberia for the swearlng in of President Johnson Sirleaf .
,--(applause) -- who, by the way, is the first elected woman President on the continent of Africa. (Applause. )

I want to thank Dr: DeGrora and the good folks at Georgetown University. I want to thank the members of my -
- Cabinet who are here. By the way, Condoleezza Rice is not here, because she's with Laura. (Laughter.) I want to

- thank Majority Leader Bill Frist and his wife, Karyn; other members of Congress who are here. I appre01ate Bruce

Gordon, the presrdent of the NAACP for his strong leadership. (Applause.)

It is such an honor always to be in the presence of Dorothy Height. (Applause.) And I want to thank Tiffany
Thompson for being here to represent her good dad -- wonder where your brother was? (Laughter.) DeGioia hired
him and he's workmg (Laughter ) Thank you all for being here.. S

When our founders declared Amerrca s independence, they invoked the self-evident truth that all men are created
equal. Our Constitution was written to put the principles of a free and equal society into practice. It is a living
document. It required amendment to make sure that promise was fulfilled, amendments like the abolishment of

. slavery, the guarantee of equal protection, and. the right to vote for all Americans. Dr. King called these documents
America's great "charters of freedom," and he continued to trust in their power even 'when the practice of America
" did not live up to their promise.

As children of the South, Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks both came to the civil rights movement with long
personal experience of the evils of discrimination and segregation. Dr. King called the daily humiliations endured by
black Americans, "the jangling discords of our nation." And Rosa Parks famously expenenced it when that bus
driver had her arrested for refusing his order to give up her seat to'a white man.

But Mrs. Parks and Dr. King shared a deep belief in a hopeful future They strongly believed that segregation could
not stand once it was held up to the light in all its ugliness. And because of their spirit and their work, the cruelty
‘and humiliation of Jim Crow is a thing of the past.

As well, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mrs, Parks' faith in the future reflected their faith in a higher being. Martin
Luther King and Mrs. Parks both believed that the answer to hate and discrimination was love. Dr. King once wrote,
"It is quite easy. for me to think of a God of love; mainly because I grew up in a family where love was central and
where lovely relationships were ever-present.” Mrs. Parks was a devout member all her life of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, and a woman who saw the face of God in every human being. These two leaders knew that
freedom was not a grant of government but a gift from the Author of all Life.

So when they made their appeal to equal rights, they aimed straight for America's soul, and they roused a dozing
conscience of a complacent nation. By calling us to be true to our founding promise of equality, Martin Luther King,
Jr. and Mrs. Parks helped African Americans gain their God-given rights. :
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B As leaders Martln Luther King and Mrs. Parks belleved therr callmg was to be 1nvolved to be actlve 0 work for BT P
T change Long before Mrs. Parks refused to move from her bus seat, she'd been active in commumty efforts to ‘f '7 B ‘ o
: vadvance opportumtres for Afncan Amerrcans and to regrster them to vote. . - e TR T L e :

g At the dawn of this new century, Amenca can be proud of the progress we have made toward equalrty, but we all o
. must recognize we have more to do. _(Applause.) The reason. to honor Martin Luther King is to remember hrs LR
:strength of. character and his leadershrp, but also to remember the remaining work. The reason to honor Mrs. Parks is
“*“not only to pay: homage to her strength of character, but to remember the ideal of active cmzenshrp Active citizens, -
in the 1960s struggled hard to convince Congress to pass civil rights leglslatron that ensured the r1ghts of all

o ‘mcludmg the nght to vote -And Congress must renew the Votmg Rrghts Act of 1965 (Applause )

: Martm Luther King drd not hve ‘to- celebrate his' 40th b1rthday Yet in the short time heé walked upon thrs earth he e P
o preached that all the powers of evil are ultimately no match for one individual armed with eternal truths, And one -
: .jevemng, ona bus ride home from work; a trred but brave woman named Rosa Parks proved that Dr ng was rrght .

"~ Andso today we. honor Dr Martm Luther ng and Rosa Parks We ask for God's b]essmgs on therr legacy, and we S
e ask for God's b]essmgs on our great natron : -

‘Thank you. (Applause.) oo

ET
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: "_v‘Pres1dent and Mrs. Bush Saddened by Death of Coretta Scott ng
J: anuary 31, 2006

‘(»

" LauraandTare deeply saddened by the death of Coretta Scott King. Mrs. ng was a remarkable and courageous

* woman, and a great civil rights leader. She carried on the legacy of her husband, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
" .. including through her extraordinary work at the King Center. Mrs: King's lasting contributions to freedom and

- equality have made America a better and more compassionate. nation. Laura and I were fortunate to have known
~ - Mrs. King, and - we will always treasure the time we spent with her. We send our condolences and prayers to the
entire ng famlly .

H##
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B l_f;;;Presrdent Honors Coretta Scott ng at Homegomg Celebratlon
~“New Birth Missionary Church .
'Atlanta Georgra ; :'g

k'_'February7 2006 A5 7
i ‘v_THE PRESIDENT To the ng Farmly, drstlngurshed guests and fe]]ow c1tlzens We gather in God's house in
-~ God's presence, to honor God's servant, Coretta Scott King. Herj Jjourney was long, and only briefly with a hand to
o "ho]d But:now she leans on everlasting arms. I've come: today to offer the sympathy ‘of our entrre nation'at the

' ‘:vpassmg of a woman who worked to make our natlon whole.- : L

' ; Amerrcans knew her husband ‘only as a young man. We knew. Mrs ng in all the seasons of her llfe == and there ,
“was grace and beauty in every season. As a great movement of history took shape, her dignity was a daily rebuke to -
- the pettiness and cruelty of segregatron ‘When she wore a veil at 40 years old, her dlgmty revealed the deepest trust
_~in God and His purposes. In.decades of prominence, her dignity drew others to the unfinished work of j justice. In all
_* her years, Coretta Scott King showed that.a person of conviction and strength could also be a beautiful soul. This -
'~ -kind-and gentle woman became one of the most.admired Amerlcans of our time. She isri ghtly mourned and she is °
o ,deeply mlssed ' : IS

- Some here today knew her asa g1rl and saw. somethmg very specral ]ong before a young preacher proposed She
" once said, "Before I was a King, I.was a Scott." And the Scotts were strong, and righteous, and brave in the face of
. wrong: ' Coretta eventually took on the dut1es of a: pastor s w1fe, and a calling that reached far. beyond the doors of the
o ._:Dexter Avenue Baptlst Church : :

: In that callmg, Dr ng s family was subjected to vicious words, threatening calls in the mght and-a bombmg at
.. their house. Coretta had every rlght to count the cost, and step back from the struggle. But she decided that her ~
~ children needed more than a safe home -- they needed an America that upheld their equality, and -wrote their rights. -
. :Mmto law. (Applause.) ‘And because this young mother-and father. were not intimidated, millions of chlldren they
‘f would never meet are now lrvmg ina better, more welcommg country (Applause ) ' £ ‘ - ’ ‘

S In the cr1t1cal hours of the c1v1l rrghts movement, there were always men and women of conscience at the heart of

-+ the drama. They knew that old hatreds ran deep They knew that nonvioleiice might be answered with violence.

o ,jThey knew that much established authorlty was agamst them. Yet they also knew that sheriffs and mayors and - .
e governors were not ultrmately in control of events; that a greater authorlty was interested, and very much in charge o
_,‘:.(Applause ) - ; : : bl

- The God of Moses was not neutral about thelr captlvrty The God of Isarah and the prophets was st111 1mpat1ent wrth

Cod 1nJust1ce -And they knew that the Son of God would never léave them or forsake them ‘

_But some had to leave before thelr time -- and Dr. K1ng left behind a grieving w1dow and l1ttle children. Rare]y has : _,} S
*so much been asked of a pastors wife, and rarely has so much been taken away. Years later, Mrs. King recalled, "T

» would wake up in the morning, have my cry, then go in to them. The children saw me gomg forward Martln
5 Luther ng, Jr had preached that unmerlted suffermg could have redemptrve pOWer.

e -;'thtle d1d he know that thrs great ‘truth. would be proven:in the life of the person he loved the most Others could
* . cause her sorrow, but no one could make her bitter. By going forward with a strong-and forgiving heart, Coretta:-
“ - Scott King not only secured her husband's legacy, she built her own. (Applause.) Having loved a leader, she became -
. .aleader. And when she spoke, Amerlca llstened closely, because her voice camed the w1sdom and goodness of a
- rlife well 11ved v . ~

In that llfe Coretta Scott ng knew danger She knew- mjustlce She knew sudden and terr1ble grref She also knew :
' that her Redeemer. lives. She trusted in the name above every name. And today we trust that our sister Coretta is on .
- the othér shore - at peace, at rest, at home. (Applause ) May God bless you and may God bless our country. -

‘i""(Applause) , B S A = ‘

286



"EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

July 13,2006 -
(House)

STATE’\/IENT OF AD’\/IINISTRATIO\I PoLicy

H.R. 9. Fanme Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act
" Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 2006
(Rep. S¢1lsen];1 enner (R) Wisconsin and 152 cosponsors)

The Administration is strongly committed to renewing the Voting Rights Act, and therefore
supports House passage of H.R. 9. The Voting Rights Act is one of the most significant pieces
of civil rights legislation in the Nation’s history, and the President has directed the full power

- and resources of the Justice Department to protect each citizen’s right to vote and to preserve the
integrity of the Nation's voting process. The Administration is pleased the House is taking

- action to renew this important legislation. The Administration supports the legislative intent of

' H.R. 9 to overturn the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2003 decision in Georgia v. Asheroft and its 2000

" decision in Reno v. Bossier Parish School Board.

. S .‘ sk ko ok g ok
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESKDENT

FROM. - KARL ZINSMEISTER

RE: " = = Thc Admxmstrauon sC;vxl Ragh!s Record
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BN

To discuss the central c]emcms of the Admmmratlon $ rccord on civil rights in anticipation of =

your poss:ble speech to the NAACP this Thuraday July 20.
stcusslon

Summarx of Key Facts

¢ . InJune 2006, the unemploymem rate for Afncan Amcrrcam wa 9%. bclow rhe average
levels of the 1980s and 1990s, ,

*  In'2003, for the first time ever, over half of mmom) famxhe\ ov.ncd zhexr own hom&n

. The Administration requested nearly $300 million for hzsloncat!) black colleges in lhc i

2007 budget, arecord level of funding.

¢ - The: Admrmstrauon has commmed a record Sl 3 bdimn over 5 yea:s 1o ﬁghtmo ’
H lV/A[DS :

l Admimsgration Accomghshmen

. _tlr_u_e_mpggy_m_n_ The current unemploymem rate for African Americans of 9.0% ivs'down e

from 10 8% in 2003

3 gpgmtmga s. You have compiled the most dnverse Cabinet in U s, hmory mcludmg

four African Americans, three Hispanics, and two Asian Americans. Before youl took
office, no  minority had been Auomey General or Secremry of S(ate :

» !mg Ragm You have firmly suppcrted rcnewal of the Votmg Rights Act. The House =

passed Vating Rights Act reauthorization Iast chncsday. July l . and the:Sente i is
expected 10 take up the bill soon. )

» ngfgrg &eform Since the 1996 rcform. 57% of the caseload has moved off \.\«clfare and

into work.. ‘There are now fewer farmhes on welfare: than a1 any nme smce 1969. The '
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- number of children in poverty is lower by 1.4 million compared 10 1996. The African

American caseload has declined nearl y 40% since enactment of the 1996 reform.
According to the latest data, 38% of families receiving TANF are African-American.

Promoting Healthy Marria ¢s and Responsible Fatherhood. Nearly 70% of all births to

+* African-American mothers are out of wedlock, and these children are five times - more

: ilikely to grow up in poverty than children raised in two-parent households. In February.

2006, you signed a measure to provide $150 million in grants from HHS 10 develop
innovative approaches to promoting healthy marriages and responsible fatherhood. The
FY 2007 budget requests a total of $250 million for these activities.

Education. Due in significant part to the No Child Left Behind Act, the achievement gap

. _ belwe_en African-American students and their peers has-narrowed. The 2005 National

Assessment of Educational Progress shows that while reading scores for white students
rose 5 points, the scores for African-American students rose even faster--14 points. The
reading score achievement gap has decreased from 35 points in 1999 to 26 points in
2004. Average math scores for African-American students at ages 9 and 13 were higher
than in any previous assessment year: In addition, No Child Left Behind provides

~ increased options for children who are trapped in low-performing schools to obtain

tutoring or to transfer to other public schools in their district.

School Choice. The Administration enacted the first Federally funded school choice

program in the District of Columbia. Over 1,708 low-income students in the District have
been able to attend the private school of their choice during the 2005-2006 school year.
Once it is fully implemented, nearly 2,000 students will receive scholarships under this
program. America’s Opportunity Scholarships for Kids, proposed in the 2007 budget and
introduced this week in Congress. would provide competitive grants 1o states. school

districts, and non-profit organizations 1o provide scholarships 10 low-income children.in

persistently under-performing schools 1o attend the private schoo! of their choice or to
receive intensive, sustained tutoring. - :

istorically Black Colleges Universities (HBCUs). To.ensure that more students
have access 10 a college or university education; you committed during the 2000

' campaign 1o increase funding for HBCUs by 30%. The Administration requesied nearly .
. $300 million for HBCUs in the 2007 budget. a record level of funding and up nearly 30%
. during this Administration. : »

Eaith-Based and Community Initiative. In many low-income urban neighborhoods. th
main providers of private social services are African-American churches. The 2002
“Equal Treatment” Executive Order seeks to level the regulatory playing field for faith-
based and community organizations, including African-American religious charities, that

‘are competing for Federal grants. The Compassion Capital Fund established at HHS by

thisis Administration ensures that grant funds are available for African-American -
religious charities. ‘Administration initiatives on prisoner re-entry, drug treatment,
mentoring for children of prisoners, and gang prevention have also addressed issues of
critical importance to African Americans. - ' -
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¢ HIV/AIDS. In the State of the Union address. you stated your strong support for o
reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act, with'a focus on citizens with the highest -
rate of new infections, African-American men and women. Of the 571,000 people served
yearly by the Ryan White CARE Act; over half are people of color.” The Administration. - -
has also committed $15 billion over 5 years to support treatment. prevention, and care for - - -
HIV/AIDS overseas, particularly in 15 affected countries in Africa, Asia, and the =
Caribbean, - - : : ’ T T B

* Africa. The Administration has adopted an aggressive policy to address the problems of | "
Africa, including working with-the key anchor states in each sub-region, supporting sub- -

regional organizations, engaging the African Union, combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic;
advancing political and economic freedom, promoting peace and regional stability, and .
launching the Millennium Challenge Account'(MCA). Congress appropriated $1 billion .
for the MCA for FY 2004 and $1.5 billion for FY 2005."You requested $3 billion for FY.. . = .-+
2006 and have pledged to increase annual funding for the MCA 10 S5 billion in‘the

future, : T R e T

s  Health Care. The Medicare Modernization Act (MMA) granted access to drug coverage
to an estimated 700,000 African-American Medicare beneficiaries starting in January -
2006. The poorest beneficiaries will pay no premium, no deductibles. and only nominal
cost=sharing for drugs:* The Administration has increased health-insurance coverage of .
low-income children, including minorities. The number of uninsured children is lower -
than in any year since 1989, and the percentage of children who have health coverage has
never been higher. R R Lo

* - Guif Coast Recovery. You and the Congress have provided more than $ 100 billion t0. -
support recovery and rebuilding in the Gulf region. These funds have beenusedto~ = . ;
provide temporary housing supponto more than 700,000 families, continued education .- o O
of children displaced by the storms, health services. low-interest loans, debris removal ' o
and-more. SR el ' : ;T Lt

». Justice. You called for an end to. racial profiling in Federal law enforcement, ‘and the -
Administration has implemented specific guidelines prohibiting the practice in Federal
law enforcement. -In the 2005 State of the Union address, you called for full funding for .
the use of DNA evidence to solve crimes and prevent wrongful convictions. The Civil
Rights Division at the Depanment of Justice is actively pursuing cold cases involving
civil rights crimes, most notably the Emme Till case involving the 1955 murder.of an'
African American teenager inl Mississippi. g ; '

*  Business Ownership. You cut taxes on small businesses, and last year increased Small © *
Business Administration loans to African-American businesses by more than 41%, 41 <
The Administration i working to.give minority-owned businesses better access to
Federal contracts and has provided.S12 billion in New. Market tax credits to boost
investment and comimunity dc_velopmdu in low-income areas. In 2004, you announced -
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- an historic initiative to expand minority businesscs, especially among African Americans, »
- through the Urban Entreprencur Partnership. : :

* Honoring African American Icons. You proclaimed a national day of mourning for the

“death of Rosa Parks and signed legislation to place a statue of Rosa Parks in the U.S.
- Capitol. You also proclaimed a day of mourning upon the death of Coretta Scott King
and attended her funeral in Atlanta. : :

2. Potential Challenging Questions ‘
[ - ~® K-12 Racial Preference Cases. The Supreme Coun will review two'cases this fall that _
b ‘ : -pose:the question of whether race should play a role in-assigning students to competitive
' : spots in elementary and secondary schools. The decision whether 10 file an amicus brief

will be made soon by the Solicitor General. -

- *  Humicane Katrina. Some argue that implernentation of the Administration's minority
‘ contracting and minority job training and education programs has been inadequate. The
Administration created the Hurricane Contracting Information Center to coord inate
procurement opportunities and largely to help minority firms, SBA and Commerce's
Minority Business Development Agency have assisted hundreds of minority firms. and
the Gulf Coast Urban Entrepreneur Partnership is expanding the capacity of African
American businesses 1o compete for both government and private sector contracls.

' ( e vert Rate. While the nétional poverty rate has increased, from 11.3% in 2000 10
i : - 12.7%in 2004 (most recent data), it is still lower than in all but one year in the 1980s and
‘. RN - " 1990s and remains far below its most recent peak of 15.1% in 1993,
4

’ | e  HH#
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 THEWHTEWOUSE ’ﬂ%{w By
 WASHNGTON s R g I
R o July19.2006 "
" INFORMATION R
 MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT |
| THROUGH: KARLZINSMEISTER
FROM: rEviTROY
RE o  Civil Rights FolEow“l_.Iéft“:,

1n the policy time ori July 18, 2006, you asked'sore specific questions on minority participation’

in Federal contracting, menioring of children of prisoners; and programs o reduce prisoner -

recidivism, : CLuE LR T T L T Y

A. Government Wide - L : T S B L R A

While more African-American businesses are competing for Federal contracts than ever before, - - -
' 'in 2005, African-American businesses received only $3.7 billion, or 1.18% of the.$314 billion

. Federal total.' Minority groups believe it is very difficult for small and minority businesses 10

" break into the Federal contracting process. - : » R e

" Government programs do not offer preferences specifically designated for minorities, butthe . .

Small Business Administration’s (SBA’s) “*8(a)” program (which covers only 3.2% of all Federal :

contracts) sets aside contracts for “socially and economically disadvantaged business owners,

which includes minority owned businesses, The 8(a) program, which tracks ethnicity and gives

us a picture of trends in minority participation in Federal procurement, is popular among - <t

minority groups. Outside of 8(a) there exists little reliable information on minority participation..

o The numbeér of African American businesses participating in the 8(a)-program increased
../ 32% (from about 2,600 to about 3,400). RS TR G
" o'/ 'The number of contracts awarded o African-American businesses participating inthe .
" 8(a) program increased 185% (from about 4,300 to about 12,200). e b
' The value of Federal contract awards to African American businesses increased 168% © .
(from about $611 million 10 about $1.6 billion). . ' U L
» Overall, 8(a) contracts as a percentage of all government contracting increased 20%
-7 (from 2:7% 10 3.2%). ’ o o e ey

. In the 8(a) ‘program. from FY 2000 (FY00) - FY 2005: .

* Simitar. figures are not currently available for prior years. ..
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B. Katrina : : c ’
Ten percent of Katrina contracts have gone to small and disadvantaged businesses,

~ Unfortunately, unofficial government data indicate the percentage of contracts going 1o African

Americans and other minorities is'significantly less than their share of the population in that

* region. NEC staff, in conjunction with the SBA, is preparing recommendations for improving

this performance. :
2. Mentoring of Children of Prisoners (MCP

In 2003, you proposed a $450 miilioﬁ mentoring initiative to reach one million disadvantaged
junior high school students and children of prisoners over a three-year period. Your proposal " -

allocated $300 million for mentoring 900,000 disadvantaged junior high school students (a

school-based ED program) and $150 million for mentoring 100.000 children of prisoners.

To date. only 25,259 matches have been made between at-risk children of prisoners and adult

mentors. These matches have been made by 227 MCP grantees. As noted in the policy time,
many grantees have had trouble meeting their goals. Several grants to under-performing

__grantees have been rescinded and funds have been reallocated to more experienced, higher

performing grantees.

The program office now believes that MCP will reach the goal of 100,000 matches at the end of
the third quarter of FYO08. That would be a year behind schedule and an additional cost of $48

‘million, resulting in a higher average cos!-per-match. The program office is focused on

increasing efficiency to reduce costs, and limiting ‘cost-per-match for new grantees.

Another concern is the slow reporting pace on masurable outcomes, especially since the first
MCP grantees received funding in FYO03. OMB is working with HHS on both short.and long |
termn studies to improve the measurement of MCP results.

3. Rﬁidivism Programs

~ The Attorney General has been highlightmg prisoner re-entry programs as oneof his 2006

priorities. In February, General Gonzales discussed DOY's plan 10 expand the Bureau of Prisons’
Life Connections Program and.to launch an anti-gang pilot program in six communities” with a
substantial prisoner re-entry component. The pilot programs provide job placement assistance,
wansitional housing, and mental and substance abuse treatment and have demonstrated success in
reducing unemployment and recidivism among ex-offenders. The Administration requested $80
million for prisoner reentry programs in FY 2006, but only $25 million was appropriated. For

" FY 2007, the Administration has requested $70 million. Even with funding levels far below the

Administration’s request, these re-entry programs are showing results. One program, in St.
Louis, helped bring down the re-arrest rate among participants one- year after release to 14
percent (the national average is 44 percen). DOL has awarded approximately $20 million in
grants for these pilots (with DOJ providing additional funds).

* Anti-Gang Initiative allocated $500.000 to each of six communities: Cleveland. Dallas: Ft Worth, E. Los Angeles,
Milwaukee. Tampa, and *222 Corridor” between Lancasier and Easton, PA.

HH#
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i f‘; Presrdent Pleased wrth Senate Passage of Votmg nghts Act
3 July 20, 2006 '

' »"Last week the House of Representatlves passed 1egls]atlon to reauthorlze the Votmg nghts Act ThlS mormng, in j"{ e

v ﬂice]ebratlon of the heroism of the Civil Rights Movement, I spoke to members of the National Association for the -

R Advancement of Colored People at their 97th annual convention here in Washington, D.C. At the NAACP - :
- convention, I said that I looked forward to the Senate promptly passmg the House b1]l w1thout amendment Today,
o the Senate acted and voted to reauthorlze thls hlstorlc ]eglslatxon - :

i . The Votmg nghts Act is one of the most lmportant pleces of ]eglslatlon in our: Nauon 'S hlstory It has’ been v1tal to

i '-country lives.up to our guldmg pr1nc1ple that: all men and women are created equal

- guaranteeing the tight to vote for generatlons of Amerlcans and has he]ped ml]]lOl‘lS of our cmzens en_loy the full j
' prormse of freedom ' : ‘ . SR TR

T will be pleased to sign the Votmg nghts Act 1nto ]aw and I wr]l continue to work w1th Congress to ensure that our

###
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_ Presrdent Bush Addresses NAACP Annual Conventlon
Washmgton Conventlon Center ’
p Washmgton D C.

- July20, 2006

THE PRESIDENT Thank you all very much. (Applause ) Thank you very much. Bruce thanks for your. S
‘introduction. Bruce is a polite guy -- I thought what he was going to say, it's about time you showed up. (Laughter . -
‘and applause ) And I'm glad I did. (Applause.) See, I see this as a moment of opportunity. I'have come to celebrate
‘the heroism of the c1v1l rlghts movement, and the accompllshments of the NAACP. (Applause.)

I want to talk about ways to build what the NAACP has always sought -- a nation united, committed to destroymg ’
:dlscrxmlnatlon and extending to-every American the full blessings -- the full blessmgs --of liberty and opportunity.

- (Applause.) It's 1mp0rtant to me. It's important to our nation. I come froma family committed to civil rights. My

faith tells me that we're all chlldren of God equally loved, equally cherished, equally entrtled to the nghts He grants

usall. - { ‘

For nearly 200 years, our. nation failed the test of extending the blessings of liberty to African Americans.
(Applause.) Slavery was legal for nearly a hundred years, and discrimination legal in many places for nearly a
hundred years more. Taken together the record placed a stain on America's founding, a stain that we have not yet
wiped clean. (Applause ) ‘

. When people talk about Amerlca 'S founders they mention the likes of Washmgton and Jefferson and Franklin.and
~ Adams. Too often they ignore another group of founders -- men and women and children who did not come to

America of their free will, but in chains. (Applause.) These founders literally helped build our country. They -~

- chopped the wood, they built the homes, they tilled the fields, and they reaped the harvest. They raised children of

- others, even though their own children had been ripped away and sold to strangers. (Applause.) These founders were |

denied the most basrc birthright, and that's freedom.

- Yet, through captivity and oppression, they kept the faith. They carved a great nation out of the wilderness, and
later, their descendants led a people out of the wilderness of bigotry. Nearly 200 years into our history as a nation,
America experienced a second founding: the Civil Rights movement. Some of those leaders are here. (Applause.)

" These second founders, led by the likes of Thurgood Marshall and Martin Luther King, Jr. believed in the
constitutional guarantees of liberty and equality. They trusted fellow Americans to join them in domg the right thing.
They were leaders. They toppled Jim Crow through simple deeds: boarding a bus, walking along the road, showing
up peacefully at courthouses or Jommg in prayer and song. Despite the sheriff's dogs, and the Jallers scorn, and the
hangman's noose, and the assassin's bullets, they prevailed. (Applause.)

I don't know 1f you remember, three weeks ago, I went to Memphis, Tennessee. (Applause and laughter ) Alot of
people focused on the fact that my friend, the Prime Minister of Japan, was an Elvis fan, because we went to
‘Graceland. But we also went to another stop, a stop Reverend Jesse Jackson knows all too well, a pamful moment in
his life and in the life of our nation, reflected in. the Lorraine Motel.

The Prime Minister and I went there which is now the National Civil Rights Museum. By the way, if you havent
been there, you. ought to go. (Applause.) Among the people greeting me there was Dr. Benjamin Hooks. (Applause.)
It's good to see you again, sir. He led me out onto the balcony of Room 306. I remember Dr. Hooks pointed to the
window that was still half-cracked. You know what I'm talking about, Jesse. It's not very far away. It was a powerful
reminder of the hardships this nation has been through, the struggle for decency.

I was honored that Dr. Hooks took time to visit with- me. He talked about the hardships of the movement. With the
gentle wisdom that comes from experience; he made it clear we must work as one. And that's why I've come today.

‘ (Applause ) We want a united America that is one nation under God -- (applause) -- where every man and child and
woman is valued and treated with dignity. We want a hopeful America where the prosperity and opportunities of our
great land reach into every block of every neighborhood. We want an America that is constantly renewing itself,
where citizens rise above political differences to heal old wounds, to build the bonds of brotherhood and to move us
ever closer to the founding promise of llberty and justlce for all. \
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'fﬂ"Nearly a hundred years ; after the NAACP‘s brrth Amerlca remams an ,unfoldmg story of freedom And all of u hav
lan obllgatlon to play our part (Applause ) = & ‘ Lo : ‘

) I want to thank your chalrman Julian Bond, for h1s mtroductlon And thanks for greetlng me today, Mr Chalrman
. -(Applause ) I asked h1m for a few pomters on how to glve a speech (Laughter ) It doesnt look hke they re takmg

' 7 '(Laughter)

:'."‘I warit to thank Roslyn Brock the Vlce Charrman of the board as wel] (Applause ) T thank all the board members, o
all the partrcrpants all the members of the Umted States Congress for Jommg us today, as well (Applause )

2 - congratulate Bruce Gordon on hlS strong leadershlp (Applause ) I ve gotten to know. h1m See, shortly after he was LORIENE

. “elected, he came by the Oval Office. He doesn't mince words. (Laughter.) It's:clear what's on-his mind. He's: also a i

'results-ortented person. I'm pleased:-- I'm pleased to say that I have -- I'm-an admtrer of Bruce Gordon, and welve
2 got a good working relatlonshlp (Applause ) I don't know if that helps you-or hurts you (Laughter ) But 1t s the o
L ‘truth 1 adnure the man. -, - ‘ RN L fo

‘ We ve had frank dlscussmns, startmg with Katrina. We talked about the challenges facmg the Afncan Amertcan

"‘ = :commumty after that storm. We talked about the response of the federal government. And most 1mportantly, we
“- . talked about the way forward. We talked about what we can do working together -- (applause) -=to move forward: :
Asa result of that first meetmg, we found areas where 'we share common purpose, and we have resolved to work Sl e

: together in practical ways. Tdon't expect Bruce to become a Republican -- - (laughter) - “and neither do you.
(Laughter ) But Ido want to work. with him, and that s what I'm here to talk to you about (Applause )

" So we've been working together in helpmg the c1tlzens along the Gulf Coast recover from one-of the worst natural
- disasters in‘our nation's hlstory You know, when we met, I told Bruce that 1 would work with the Congress to make
sure: we dedicated enough money to help the folks. He kind of looked at me like, sure, he's heard these polmcal
ol promlses before It's not the first time that he had heard- somebody say, well, we'll work together to see if we can't
¢ get enough money, and I suspect he might have thought well he's just’ trymg to get me out of the Oval Offlce
L (Laughter ) . . ;

T But I meant. what I said, and I want to thank the Umted States Congress for joining with the admlmstratlon We.
: committed ‘over $110 billion to help the people in the Gulf Coast. (Applause ) That's money to go-to build new
‘homes, good schools. Bruce and I talked a lot about how do we make sure the contractmg that goes on down there in -

0 the Gulf Coast goes to mmorlty owned busmesses (Applause )

'The road to recovery is long and difficult, but.we will continue to work together to 1mplement the strategy that

Bruce and T worked on along with people -- other people like Donna Brazile and other leaders. We've got a plan, and - ‘

‘we've got a commitment. And the commitment is not only to work together, but it's'a commitiment to the people of - =
. the: Gulf Coast of the Umted States to see to 1t that thelr lives are better and brlghter than before the storm..
- (Applause ) i ‘ ‘

k ‘We also worked together to ensure that Afrtcan Amerlcans cantake’ advantage of the new. Medicare drug beneﬁt
'~ Look, 1 understand that we had a political dlsagreement on the bill. T know that. But T worked with the Congress to
- make sure that the days of seniors having to choose between food and medicine is over. And that's the case of this
new Medicare benefit. (Applause.) The federal government pays over 95 percent of the cost for ournation's poorcst
‘ semors to get this new drug beneftt ‘ : ey

_ ' And 1 want to thank the NAACP for recogmzmg that it's. 1mportant to help our seniors sign up for this beneﬁ »
- (Applause.) We put politics aside. We said, the day is over of arguing about the bill; let's make sure people receive .- .
. the-benefits of this bill. Bruce Gordon has shown ]eadershlp on thrs 1mportant 1ssue, and I'want to thank you for that. -
‘V(Applause ) ‘

We 11 'work together and as we do S0, you must understand I understand that racisim stlll lmgers in Amerlca ‘
Y (Applause ) It's'a Jot easier to change a‘law than to change a human heart And I understand that many Afrtcan
ek Amerlcans dlstrust my polltlcal party : ol

- AUDIENCE Yes' (Applause)
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THE PRESIDENT: I consider it a tragedy that the party of Abraham Lincoln let go of its historic ties with the
. African American community. For too long my party wrote off the African American vote, and many African
- Americans wrote off the Republican Party. (Applause )

.. That hlstory has prevented us from working together when we agree on great goals. That's not good for our country.
That's what I've come to share with you. We've put the interests of the country above political party. I want to
.~ change the relationship. (Applause.) The America we seek should be bigger than politics. And today I'm going to -
. talk about some areas where I believe we can work together to reduce the obstacles for opportunity for all our

. citizens. And that starts, by the way w’ith education. (ApplaUSe ) :

Surely, we share the same goal: We want an excellent educatlon for every child. Not just some children, but every
single child. I can remember being the governor of Texas -- I don't know if there's any Texans here or not.
(Applause ) Tell them "hi""at home. (Laughter.)

" Iremember going to a ninth grade class when I was the governor. It was in a neighborhood that's -- a low-income
- neighborhood there in Houston. And I asked the ninth grade teacher, I said, how's it going? The man looked me in
the eye and'said, my students cannot read. That's wrong to hear a ninth grade teacher say, my students cannot read.

B I decided to do something about it when I was the governor, and I decided to do something about that when I

became the President. See, we must challenge a system that simply shuffles children through grade to grade, without
~ determining whether they can read, write, and add and subtract. It's a system -- see, I like to call it this: We need to
challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. If you have low expectations, you're going to get lousy results.
‘(Applause.) We must not tolerate a system that’ glves up on people

So I came to Washmgton and I worked with Democrats and Republicans to pass the No Child Left Behmd Act. Let
me tell you the strategy behind the act. It says that the federal government will spend more money on education in -
primary and secondary schools -- and we have increased the budgets by 40 percent. It also says, and in return for |
_ additional help, you must measure. We didn't say the federal government is going to measure, we said, we want the

. local -- the states and the local distriCts to measure. -

And so why do you ask that? Why do you say that in return for increased money, you need to measure? And the

~ reason why is because, in order to solve a problem you've got to diagnose the problem. Measuring results can tell us
- whether or not teaching methodo]ogy is sound. Measuring results can enable us to figure out which children are
fallmg behind early. : ‘

~ You know, onie of the interesting th1ngs about the:No Child Left Behmd Act 1t says that when we find a ch1ld fallmg
behind early there will be extra money for tutormg, extra money for help. The whole purpose is to make sure people
are at the starting line. The whole purpose is to make sure that the teacher that told me that, my children can't read,
no longer happens in the 9th grade. Measuring helps us determine how. we're doing.

There's an achievement gap in America that's wrong for America, an achievement gap that says we're not fulfilling
_the promise. One of the barriers to opportunity, one of the obstacles to success is the fact that too many of our
children aren't reading at grade level.-And we know that because we measure, and we're doing something about it. '
~ Actually, the achievement gap is beginning to close. There's more work to be done. Measuring allows parents to see
-how the school that their child is going to is doing. It lets the parents determme whether or not they should be
satisfied with. the education their Chl]d is getting. '

I strongly believe that parental mvolvement is important for our school systems. (Applause.) And I believe -- and I
strongly believe a parent knows. what's best for his or her child. That's what I believe. And therefore, when we find
schools that are not teaching and will not change, our parents should have a different option. If you want quallty
education you've got to trust the parents.

.~ You know, an amazing thing about our society today is wealthier white families have got the capacity to defeat

- mediocrity by moving. That is not the case for lower-income families. And so, therefore, I strongly believe in
charter schools, and public school choice. I believe in opportunity scholarships to be able to enable parents to move
their child out of a school that's not teaching, for the benefit of the United States of America. (Applause.)
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= ";I also understand that we've got to do more for primary. -- more than just primary and secondary educatron I'

e :-uproud to report.that working with the United States Congress, the number of low-income Americans receiving Pell: o
"+ grants has increased by about a million Americans since I have become the President. Pell grants are an- 1mportant o
. »:-'part of educatronal excellence and opportunlty : :

_We're expandmg money for our commumty college system I met my pledge to 1ncrease fundmg for hrstorlcally
*“black universities by 30 percent. (Applause.) A decent education is the. gateway to a life of opportunity. Itis a -
f'»fundamental civil right."And I look forward to workmg wrth the NAACP to enhance educatronal excellence all
: vacross the Umted States of America.’ (Applause ) ciel : , : :

B Second I hope we can work together in an America where more people become owners; own somethrng, somethmg_ :

~ that they can call their own. From our nation's earlier days, ownershrp has been at the heart of our country. -

B 'j;,Unfortunately, for most of our history, African’ Americans were excluded from the dream. That's the realrty of our

~ past. Most of your forefathers didn't come to this land seeking a better life; most came in chains as the property of -
. other people. Today, their children and grandchildren now have an opportunity to own therr own property, and goodi
- ._pohcres wrll encourage that And thats what we ought to work together on. o ) .

: . For most Amerrcans ownershrp begms w1th owmng your own home Ownmg a home is a way to burld wealth

f"meng ahome is to give something they can leave behind to their children. See, one of the concerns I have is that -

“because of the past, there hasn't been enough assets that a family can pass on from one generation to the next. And =
- we've got to address that problem, And a good way to do so is through home: ownershrp (Applause ) Ownmg a

home grves people a stake in thelr nerghborhood a'stake i in the future

'u‘Today, nearly half of Afrrcan Amerrcans own therr own homes, and that s good for Amerrca That s good for our

_ -, country, but. still got to-do more. So we -- - working to do our part with helping people afford a down payment and . i
closing costs, helping families who are in rental assnstance to become home owners, helpmg people understand the =« - °

N ﬁne prrnt when it comes to mortgage documents

o ?One of the thmgs I want to work with the NAACP onis'to encourage more people to be able to open the front door :

© o of the place where they 11ve and say, welcome to my home welcome to my plece of property (Applause )

1 a]so want to work to. home ownershrp in other areas. We want to see more, Afrlcan Amerrcans own thelr own
-"busmesses, and-that's why we've increased loans to African' American businesses by 40 percent. (Applause.) We' re

oy - taking steps to make it easier for African American businesses to compete for federal contracts. We're workmg to

- expand help to have Afrlcan Amerlcan workers own a prece of their own retirement.

“You know, one of my. frrends is Bob Johnson founder of BET He s an mterestmg man: He belreves strongly in

: ownershlp He has been a successful owner. He believes strongly, for example that the death tax will:prevent future -

- African American entrepreneurs from being-able to pass their assets from one generation to the next. He-and I also
: “{understand that the 1nvestor class shouldn t be just confined to the old definition of the rnvestor class

You know an amazmg experlence, when I went to Canton M1ss1ssrpp1 I asked the workers there, who were. mamly.

o Afrrcan Amerlcan workers, I said, how many of you have your own 401(k)? Nearly all the hands went up: That .

"means they own the1r own assets. It's their money. They manage their own money. It's a system that says, we want

you to have assets that you can leave from one generation to the next. Asset accumulation is an important part of - -

‘removing the barriers for opportunity. I think it's really important, and I want to work with Bruce, if posmble The .

- federal government should encourage ownership in the government pens1on program, to grve people a chance (O

’ | ‘own an asset somethmg they can call therr own.

e Ownershrp s vrtal to makrng sure th1s country extends its hope to every nerghborhood in the Unrted States of

i fAmerrca And I look forward to. workmg with the NAACP to encourage ownershlp in Amerrca (Applause )

: I want to work wrth you to make sure America's commumt1es are strong I've got a frrend named Tony Evans Some C

of y you may know Tony, from Dallas, Texas. He was one time giving a sermon. T heard him speak, and I want to*

* share with you what it was. He said -- he told a story about the man who had a crack on one of the walls in his home.-r

o So. he got the plasterer to'come by, and the guy plastered the wall. And about four -days later, the crack reappeared.
O Got another plasterer in, put the: plaster on'the wall, and it reappeared again. He's getting frustrated He ﬁnally called:

'

208




- ~a wise fellow over. The man’ explalned what the problem was wrth the cracks on: the wall. He said, look in order to -

& ‘ solve the cracks on the wall, you have to fix the foundatron

What 1 want to do is work .with the NAACP to help fix the foundatlons of our socrety We want strong families..
(Applause.) We want to help people who need help. We want to help the addicted, we want to help the homeless, we .
- want to. help those. who are trying to reenter society after having been incarcerated. That's what we want to do. We
~want to help lives be improved.. (Applause )-Government can hand out money -- and we do -- but it cannot put hope

- .ina person's heart, or a sense of purpose in a person's life. That's why I strongly support institutions of faith and

commumty service all around our country I believe in the nelghborhood helpers and healers

And 1 put this pollcy in place We ve provrded more than $5 billion to faith- based groups that are runmng the soup
“ kitchens and sheltering the homeless, and-healing the addicted, and helping people reenter our society -- people who:

s are provrdmg compassionate care and love. Organizations of faith exist to love a neighbor like they'd like to be

. loved themselves. And I believe it's important for government to not only welcome, but to encourage faith-based
’ 'programs to help solve the intractable problems of our society. .

" “And this faith- based mmatlve is bemg challenged in the courts. They clalm that -- they flght the 1mt1at|ve inthe

.. name of civil liberties, yet they do not seem to realize that the organizations they are trying to prevent from

- accessing federal money are the same ones that helped win the struggle of civil rights. I believe if an organization

- gets good results, that helps people turn their lives around, it deserves support of government. We should not
dlscrrmmate based upon religion. We ought to welcome rellgrous mstltutrons into helpmg solve and save America,
- one soul and one, heart ata time. (Applause. ) .

'Flnally, you and I seek Amerlca that commits its wealth and expertrse to helping those who suffer from temble

disease. We believe that every person in the world bears the image of our Maker, and is an individual of matchless
* value. And when we see the scourge of HIV/AIDS ravagmg communities at home and abroad we. must not avert our» ‘
‘ eyes : . :

Today more than a mlllron of our fellow Americans live wrth HIV, and more than half of all AIDS cases arise in the
- African American community. This disease is spreading fastest among African' American women. And one of the
‘reasons the disease is spreading so quickly is many don't realize they have the virus. And so we're going to lead a
- nationwide effort -- and I want to work with the NAACP on this effort -- to deliver rapid. HIV/AIDS -- HIV tests to
millions of our fellow citizens. (Applause.) Congress needs to reform and reauthorize the Ryan White Act, and
provrde fundmg to states, so we can end the waiting lists for AIDS medications in this country (Applause )

- To whom much is given, much is' requrred This nation is a blessed nation, and when we look at HIV/AIDS on the
continent of Africa, we haven t turned away We believe it's our natlon s responsrbrllty to help those who suffer from
“this pandemrc

We're leading the world when‘ it comes to provrdmg medrcatlons and help Today more than 40 mrlllon people
around the world are living with HIV/AIDS; 26 million of those live in Sub Sahara Africa, including 2 million’
“children under the age of 15. We're calling people together. We pledged $15 billion to provide medicine and help.
We launched the emergency plan for AIDS relief. Before this AIDS emergency plan was passed, only 50,000 in Sub
Sahara Africa were getting medicine. Today, that number has grown to more than 560,000 people, and more are

. getting help every day. By working together we can turn the tide of this struggle against HIV/AIDS and bring new

~ hope to millions of people

These goals I've outlined are worthy of our nation. In the century since the NAACP was founded, our nation has

~grown more prosperous and more powerful. It's also grown ‘more equal and just. Yet this work is not finished. That's -

what I'm here to say. The history of America is one of constant renewal. And each generation has a responsrbllrty to
write a new chapter in the unﬁmshed story of freedom.

That story began’ wrth the foundmg promise of equalrty and justice and freedom for all men. And that promise has
~ brought hope and inspiration to all peoples across the world. Yet our founding was also imperfect because the
‘human beings that made our founding were imperfect. Many of the same founders who signed their names to a
parchment declaring that all men are created equal permitted whole categories of human beings to be excluded from
- these words. The future of our founding, to live up to its own words, opened a wound that has persisted to today.
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b"' % the promlse of our declaratlon and guarantees the b1rthrrght of every crtrzen (Applause )

*'In the 19th century the wound resulted ina crvrl war. In the 20th century, it demed Afncan Amencans the vot
* many parts of our country. And at the begmmngs of the- 218t century, the wound is not fully healed and whole L
o communities -- (applause) --'to heal this wound for good, we must. contmue to work for a new foundmg that redeems :

s For many Afrlcan Amerrcans thrs new found began wrth the crvrl rrghts movement and the Votmg Rrghts Act of o
“1965.:A generation of Americans that has grown up in the last few decades may not apprecrate what this act has ©

o meant Condi Rice understands what th1s act has meant. (Applause )-See, she-tells me of her father's long struggle to. N

S ‘,reglster to vote; and the pride that came-when he ﬁnally claimed his full rights as an American citizen to-cast his first L

Py " take up’ the legrslatron I look forward to the Senate passmg thrs brll promptly w1thout amendment =

i There s an old Methodrst hymn that speaks of God gurdmg us w1th a hand of power and a hear

: : ~ ballot. She shared that story with me. Yet that right was not fully guaranteed until Presrdent Lyndon Johnson signed }"‘.:1 i
" “the. Votmg nghts Act'into-law. Presrdent Johnson called the rrght to vote the lrfeblood of our democracy : R N
(Applause ) That was true then and 1t remams true today ‘ - o

7 I thank the members of the House of Representatrves for re- authorrzmg the Votmg nghts Act Soon the Senate w1ll - i '
:(applause) - so e

I can srgn 1t mto law. (Applause )

of -love We cannot © [

: l‘know God's plans, but we trust in his purposes, because we know that the Creator who wrote the desrre for ]1berty i
- our hearts also gives us the strength and wrsdom to fulﬁll it. And the God who has brought us. thus far on the way S '
- will grve us the strength to ﬁmsh the j Joumey T : : - LT

o ;‘,Thank you for havmg me.: May God bless (Applause )




Presrdent Bush Signs Votlng nghts Act Reauthorrzatron and Amendments Act of 2006

. The South Lawn

e July 27,2006

THE PRESIDENT Thank you. Good morning. Welcome Thanks for being here on this ‘special day Please be

" . seated. America began with a Declaration that all men are created equal. This Declaration marked a tremendous’

advance in the story of freedom, yet it also contained a contradiction: Some of the same men who signed their names
to this self-evident truth owned other men as property. By reauthorizing this act, Congress has reaffirmed its belief

" that all men are created equal; its. belief that the new founding started by the signing of the bill by Presrdent Johnson
is worthy of our great nation to continue. (Applause ) , : :

Im proud to be here with our Attorney General and members of my Cabrnet the leaders of the United States Senate
and House of Representatives. I thank the bill sponsors, I thank the members of the Judiciary Committee. I

* appreciate so very much representatives of the Hamer family who have joined us -- (applause) -- representatives of

the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute who have joined us -- (applause) -- and members of the King family, in

“ ;partrcular Reverend Bermce King and Martin Luther ng, thank you all for coming. (Applause.)

I'm honored to be here w1th crvrl rrghts leaders like Dr. Dorothy Height -- (applause) -- Julian Bond, the Charrman

.. of the NAACP -- (applause) -- Bruce Gordon, thank you Bruce -- (applause) -- Reverend Lowery, it's good to see

you again, sir -- (applause) -- fortunately I got the mic this time. (Laughter.)/I'm proud to be here with Marc Morial.
Thanks for coming Marc. (Applause.) Juanita Abernathy is with us today. Jesse Jackson, good to see you, Jesse.
(Applause.) Al Sharpton -- (applause) -- Dr Benjamin Hooks and Frances are wrth us. (Applause.) ’

~A'lot of other folks who care deeply about this issue. We welcome you here. It's good to welcome the mayor Mr.

Mayor, good to see you. Thanks for coming. Tony Williams. (Applause.) Everything is fine in the neighborhood, I
appreciate it. (Laughter.) And the Mayor of Selma, Alabama, James Perkins, is with us. Mr. Mayor, proud you're
here. (Applause ) Welcome, sir.

The right of ordmary men and women to determine their own polrtlcal future lies at the heart of the American
experiment, and it is a right that has been won by the sacrifice of patriots. The Declaration of Independence was
born on the stand for liberty taken at Lexington and Concord. The amendments to our Constitution that outlawed

slavery and guaranteed the right to vote came at the price of a terrible civil war.

~The Voting Rights Act that broke the segregationist lock on the ballot box rose frorn the courage shown on a Selma

bridge one Sunday afternoon in March of 1965. On that day, African Americans, including a member of the United
States Congress, John Lewis -- (applause) -- marched across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in a protest intended to
hrghlr ght the unfalr practices that kept them off the voter rolls.

: The brutal response showed America why a march was necessary. When the marchers reached the far side of the

bridge, they were met by state troopers and civilian posse bearing billy clubs and whips -- weapons they did not

*hesitate to use. The images of policemen using night sticks on peaceful protestors were carried on televrsron screens

across the country, and they stung the conscrence of a slumbering America.

One week after Selma President Lyndon Johnson took to the airwaves to announce that he planned to submit
legislation that would bring African Americans into the civic life of our nation. Five months after'Selma, he signed -
the Voting Rights Act into law in the Rotunda of our nation's capitol. (Applause.) In a little more than a year after . -
Selma, a newly enfranchised black community used their power at the ballot box to help defeat the sheriff who had
sent men with' whips and clubs to the Edmund Pettus Bridge on that bloody Sunday

For some parts of our country, the Voting Rights Act marked the first appearance of African Americans on the
voting rolls since Reconstruction. And in the primaries and elections that followed the srgmng of this act, many
African Americans pulled the voting lever for the first time in their lives.

.. Eighty-one year old erhe Bolden was the grandson of slaves, and in the spring of 1966 he cast hrs first ballot in
. Alabama's Democratic prrmary He told a reporter, "It felt good to me. It made me think I was sort of somebody." In
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'.fil(S own chapter to the unfoldmg story of freedom (Applause )

" to help ensure that every person enjoys the opportunity that this great land of liberty offers. And that-means a decent

' ““education-and a good-school for every: child, a chance to own their own home or business; and. the hope that comes

o jfrom knowmg that you can rise in our society by hard work and God glven talents. (Applause )

. ""-‘Today, We renew a brll that helped brmg a commumty on the margins into the life of Amerlcan democracy My

dmlmstratlon will vigorously enforce the. provisions of this law, and we will defend it in court. (Applause.) ThlS

' : leglslatron is named in honor of three héroes of American history who devoted their lives to the struggle of c1v1l o
, ”“nghts Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King. (Applause.) And in honor of their memory and thelr,
" contributions to the cause of freedom Iam proud to 51gn the Votmg nghts Act. Reauthorlzatlon and Amendments =

Act of 2006 (Applause)

. 'k(_T‘h'e; act _1s signed.) (Applause,)

BT
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the Amerlca prormsed by our founders every citizen is a somebody, and every generauon has a respon51b111ty to add SRR ‘ .
- In four decades since the Votmg Rights Act was-first passed we've made progress toward equahty, yet the work for h ot
- amore perfect union is never endmg We'll continue to build on the legal equality won by the civil rlghts movement .




SRR " Fact Sheet Votmg nghts Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 2006
‘ . uly 27, 2006
- F‘Teday,‘ The President Signed Into Law The Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, And Coretta Scott King Voting
* Rights Act Reauthorization And Amendments Act Of 2006. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) was designed

. to restore the birthright of every American - the right to choose our leaders. It has been vital to guaranteeing. the _
right to vote for generations of Americans and has helped millions of our citizens enjoy the full promise of freedom.

e ' In Signing This Bill, President Bush Honored The Memory Of Three Women Who Devoted Their
Lives To The Struggle For Civil Rights - Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, And Coretta Scott King. -
The Voting nghts Act Reauthorlzanon and Amendments Act of 2006 was named in honor of these three
Amerlcan heroes. -

o PR The Voting Rights Act Reauthorization And Amendments Act Of 2006 Reaffirms A Commltment To Enforce
L The Right To Vote For All Americans

L The Voting Rnghts Act Reauthorization And Amendments Act Of 2006 Extends The VRA For 25 Years,
- Extendmg . ,

. The prohibition agamst the use of tests or devices to deny the rxght to vote in any Federal, State, or local -
" election; and : :

. The requ1rement"for‘c‘ertain States and local governments to provide vdting materials in'mu]tiple languages.
The New Law Also Amends The VRA With Regard To:
. e ' The use of election examiners and observers;

, ‘ . e Voting qualifications or standards intended to diminish, or with the effect of diminishing, the ability of U.S..
S o citizens on account of race or-color to elect preferred candidates; and

I " e Awardof attorney fees in enforcement proceedmgs to include expert fees and other reasonable costs of
g : litigation. :

The Presndent Has Committed His Administration To Vigorously Enforce The Provnsnons Of This Law And
~ To Defend It In Court. The President will also continue to work with Congress to ensure that our country
lives up to our guiding principle that all men and women are created equal.

~ The Administration Will Continue To Build On The Legacy Of The Civil Rights Movement To Help Ensure
. That Every Child Enjoys The Opportunities America Offers. These opportunities include the right to a decent
education in a good school, the chance to own a home or small business, and the hope that comes from knowmg you
can rise in our society through hard work and using your talents.

" History Of The Voting Rights Act Of 1965

e _InMarch 1965, African ‘Americans Marched Across The Edmund Pettus Bridge In Selma, Alabama,
To Protest The Unfair And Racist Practices That Kept Them Off The Voter Rolls.

o When The Marchers Reached The Far Side Of The Bridge, They Were Met By State Troopers And
A Civilian Posse Bearing Tear Gas, Billy Clubs, And Whips. This group brutally attacked the peacefully
protestmg men, women, and children.

e  One Week After The Selma Incident, Presndent Johnson Announced That He Planned To Submit
Leglslatlon That Would Bring African Americans Into The Civic Llfe Of Our Nation.
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Flve Months After Selma, Presndent Johnson Slgned The Votmg nghts Act Into Law For some parts i J
;"‘t of our country, the Voting Rights Act'marked the first appearance of Afncan Amencans on: the votmg ro]ls
’ since Reconstructlon followmg the Civil War L : o N :
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Pres1dent Bush Attends Ceremomal Groundbreakmg of the Martm Luther ng, J r.

“National Memorial
National Mall
Washington, D.C.

N ovember 13, 2006

. THE PRESIDENT Thank you all very much. I'm honored to join you today in today s ceremony I'm proud to
dedicate this plece of our Natlon s Capital to the lasting memory of a great man.

We have gathered in tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, to the ideals he held and to the- hfe he lived. Dr. ng
showed us that a life of conscience and purpose can lift up many souls. And on this ground, a monument will rise
that preserves his legacy for the ages. Honoring Dr. King' s legacy requires more than building a monument; it

~ required the ongoing commitment of every American. So we will continue to work for the day when the dignity and
humamty of every person is respected and the American promise is denied no one.

particularly want to thank my predecessor, the man who signed the legislation to create this memona] President Bill
Clinton. (Applause.) It sounds like to me they haven't forgotten you yet. (Laughter ) He s become, as you know, my.

|
|
|
- This pro;ect has been over a decade in the making, and I thank those who have worked to brmg about this day. I - _
|
fourth brother. (Laughter.) |

- I want to thank Harry Johnson. I appreciate the members of my Cabinet who are here. T-welcome the members of
- Congress. I thank my Mayor, Tony Wlllrams; who is here. I'm proud to be with the members of the King family. I
- thank the representatives.of the community and civil rights groups who have JOlned us. I thank the Martin Luther
- King, Jr. National Memorial Project Foundation board members and executlve cabinet. Most of all; thank you all for
" ‘coming. (Applause ) L : :

Our Declaration of Independence makes it clear that the human rlght to dignity and equahty iy pot a grant of

. government. It is the gift from the Author of Life. And Martin Luther King considered the Détlaration one of
‘America's great, as he called it, "charters of freedom." He called our founders' words, "a promise that all men -- yes,
black men, as well as whrte men -- would be guaranteed the unalienable right of liberty, life, and the pursurt of
happiness.” : , :

- - Throughout Dr. King's life, he continued to trust in the power of those words, even when the practice of America did: *

not live up to their promise.: When Martin Luther King came to Washington, D.C. in the summer of 1963, he came

~ to hold this nation to its own standards, and to call its citizens to live up to the principles of our founding. He stood
 not far from here, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. With thousands gathered around him, Dr. ng looked out
~over the Amencan cap1ta1 and declared his famous words, "I have a dream."

His dream spread.a message of hope that echoed from hlS hometown of Sweet Auburn, Georgia, to the pulpit of
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, to the Edmund Pettus Bridge. An assassin's bullet could not shatter the dream. Dr.

- King's message of justice-and brotherhood took hold in the hearts of men and women across the great land of ours. It
continues to msplre millions across the world

As we break ground we glve Martin Luther King hlS rightful place among the great Americans honored on our ‘

National Mall. The King Memorial will span a piece of ground between the Jefferson and Lincoln Memorials. And

by its presence in this place it will unite the men who declared the promise of America and defended the promise of
America with the man ‘who redeemed the promise of America. (Applause.)

.. The memorial w1l] reflect the arc of Dr. King's life, his search for justice, and the enduring beauty. of his words. The
_ memorial will include ‘a wall where visitors can read passages from Dr. King's sermons and speeches through a
stream of water. And on the banks of the Potomac, visitors will walk from the Mountain of Despalr to the Stone of
Hope, where Dr. ng s 1mage is'rendered.

Today we see only these open acres, yet we know that when the work is done, the ng Memona] w1]l be a ﬁttmg
tribute, powerful and hopeful and poetic, hke the man 1t honors. As we break ground, we remember the great
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. obstacles that Dr. King overcame and the courage that transformed American history. The years of Martin Luther
King's life were, tumultuous, difficult, and an heroic time in the life of our country. Across our nation, African.
Americans faced daily cruelties and pervasive wrongs. In 1955, a woman, Rosa Parks, challenged these wrongs ona -

** busin Montgomery, Alabama, when she refused a driver's order to give her seat to a white man. Her act of defiance

'msplred a young Baptist minister and changed our nation forever.

Within days of Rosa Parks' lonely protest, Dr ng he]ped orgamze a boycott that captured the attention of our
~ country. When Dr. King's leadership -- with Dr. King's leadership, the boycott forced America to confront the
glaring contradiction between the sign on the bus and the words of our Declaration of Independence. And on this -

date, exactly 50 years ago, the Supreme Court ruled the segregation of public buses unconstitutional. And so today

we celebrate the courage that won victories and helped spark one of the greatest movements for equality and
- freedom in American history.

'Eventually, the civil rights mov'ement would succeed in persuading Congress to pass sweeping legislation that »
‘represented a new founding for our nation. On July 2, 1964, President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act at the
 ‘White House. As of that date, no longer could weary travelers be denied.a room in a hotel, or a table at a restaurant

" on account of their race. And no longer could any American be forced to drink from a separate water fountain, or sit - '

at the back of the bus just because of their race.

Dr King liked to say that our Civil Rights Act was written in the streets by citizens who marched for the idea that all
‘men are created equal. He was right; yet there is no doubt that the law came as it drd when it did because of the .
courage and leadershlp of Martin Luther King.

As we break ground we recognize our duty to continue the unfinished work of American freedom. America has
‘come a long way sirice Dr. King's day; yet our journey to justice is not complete. There are still people in our society
~ who hurt, neighborhoods are too poor. There are still childien who do not get the education they need to fulfill their

“God-given potential. There's still prejudice that holds citizens back. And there's still a need for all Americans to hear
‘the words of Dr. King so we can hasten the day when his message of hope takes hold in every community across our
© country. ’ )

" 'We go forward with the knowledge that the Creator who wrote the desire for liberty in our hearts also gives us the
strength and wisdom to fulfill it. We go forward with trust that God, who has brought us thus far on the way, will

.- _ give us the strength to finish the journey. And we go forward with the confidence that-no matter how difficult the

challenge, if we remain true to our founding principles, America will overcome:.

Dr. King was on this Earth just 39 years, but the ideas that guided his work and his life are eternal. Here in this
place, we will raise a lasting memorial to those eternal truths. So in the presence of his family, his coworkers in
freedom's cause, and those who carry on his legacy today, I'm proud to dedicate this ground on behalf of the
-American people as the site of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial. May God bless you all. (Applause.) .

#HH##
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i .“"Pres1dent Thanks House and Senate for Reauthorlzmg the Ryan Whlte CARE Act ‘ : ' . &

7 “.'December 9 2006

S 'In 1990 Congress passed the Ryan White Comprehenswe AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Actto advance our

. domestic battle ‘against HIV/AIDS This landmark legrslatlon has prov1ded Amerrcans in need with better access to.-

’ ‘-f.medlcal care antlretrovrral treatiments, and counselmg and has. helped them live longer llves The Act also supports
HIV ‘ estmg to: prevent the further spread of this devastatmg drsease : e Gl

‘t'Laura and I thank the House and Senate:for reauthorlzmg the Ryan Whlte CARE Act Thls legrslatlon focuses on
- life-saving and hfe-extendlng services and increased accountability, and will provide more flexibilityto the
* “Secretary of Health and-Human Services to direct funding to areas of greatest need. The Ryan White Care Act
demonstrates the compasswnate and generous sp1r1t of Amerrca, and L look forward to srgmng thrs 1mportant uF
',.:‘legrslatron into law o , , . B P

Rii
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‘December 19 2006

Fact Sheet The Ryan Whlte HIV/AIDS Treatment Modermzatlon Act of 2006

v

5 Today, President Bush Signed The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act Of 2006. The

President and Mrs. Bush: appreciate Congress responding to the President's call to reauthorize the Ryan White

- Comprehenswe AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE)-Act. This bill focuses on life-saving and life-extending

services and increased accountability for funding. It will also provide more flexibility to the Secretary of Health and

- Human Services. to direct fundmg to the areas of greatest need.

o . The Presndent Is Commltted To Addressmg The Needs Of The 1 Mllhon Americans lemg With
: HIV/AIDS And To Preventing New HIV Infections Within The United States. Since 2001, the
Administration has devoted more than $74 billion to HIV/AIDS treatment and care, increasing annual
-treatment funding by 37 percent. The Administration has also devoted more than $15 billion to HIV/AIDS
research to help develop new methods of treatment and prevention, increasing annual research funding by
20 percent

. ¢ The Ryan White CARE Act Is An Important Tool In Turning The Tide Against HIV/AIDS In ,
-~ America. For 16 years, the Ryan White CARE Act has provided medical care, antiretroviral treatments,
and counseling to people living with HIV who would otherwise have little or no access to care. It also
supports HIV testmg to prevent this disease from spreading further.

Revnsmg And Extendmg HIV/AIDS- Related. Servrces

" The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act Revises And Extends Servrces Under The Ryan

White Care Act (RWCA) Program This Act will:

e Provide More Flexrblllty To Direct Funding To Areas Of Greatest Need. New supplemental grants will
" be provided to States with an increasing need for HIV/AIDS-related services due to limited access to health
care, high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, and other relevant factors. The program's formula for awarding funds
will also be updated to consider the number of HIV and AIDS cases — the previous formula considered only
the number of AIDS ‘cases. ~

e Target Money To Core Llfe-Savmg Medical Services For Those In Need. Grantees under Tltles L1I,
and III of the program will use no less than 75 percent of funds to provide core medical services. In

Co addition, the reauthorization calls for the Early Intervention Services grant program to provxde core medlcal- ,

services for. 1nd|v1duals with HIV/AIDS in underserved populations.

. Requlre More Aggressrve Oversrght Of RWCA Programs. For example, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services will be required to submit biennial reports describing barriers to HIV program integration.
In addition, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) will be required to conduct an evaluation
concerning how-funds are used to provide family-centered care involving outpatient or ambulatory care
services under Title IV of the RWCA Program. :

¢ Standardize Minimum Requirements For The AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). The
' Secretary of Health and Human Services will develop and maintain a list of core ADAP medications
- needed to manage symptoms associated with HIV infection. States will be requlred to ensure that their
programs; at a mlmmum, provide these core medlcatlons

Addressing HIV/AIDS In Women ChlldrenI And Minorities

The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act Authorizes Programs To Address HIV/AIDS. In
Women, Children, And Minorities. This Act will: :

e Expand Resources For Women, Infants, And Children. The reauthorization provides for grants to States »
for the universal testing of newborns for HIV/AIDS. It also supports the provision of family-centered care
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'jfo‘r women and chlldren w1th HIV/AIDS mcludmg the prov1s1on of support services such as referrals for
__.-mpatlent hosprta] servrces treatment for substance abuse menta] health serv1ces, and other soc1a] servrces j,'

. ‘;Codlfy The Mmonty AIDS Imtratlve HIV/AIDS has had a devastatmg 1mpact on mmontles m the .
- United States — African-Americans accounted for 49 ‘percent of all HIV/AIDS cases dlagnosed in"2005.

“The Mmorxty AIDS Initiative provrdes fundmg for activities to eva]uate and address the dlsproportxonate SR
'{1mpact of HIV/AIDS and dlspantres m access treatment care, and outcome 'rac1a] and ethmc rmnomles‘f
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cory
' FROMORM  ™igiess

June 6, 2007
 INFORMATION R THE F IIZZICZTI'.’ nroeer
‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT C/ a3

FROM: - KARL ZINSMEISTER
-~ SUBJECT: Raciai Disparities in Sentencing

¢ You asked for a report on evidence of racial dlsparmes in ¢criminal sentencmg Careful studies
find no systematic evidence of dxscnmmauon in overall sentencing.

‘ (,agltgi Cases
In 2006, 33 persons were executed in 14 states. Of lhese convxcts, 32 were whnc and 2I were
black ‘ :

: " There is no clear sign in basic crime statistics that the race of a defendant has any strong effect

=« ..~ onhislikelihood of getting a death sentence. Some data seem to hint that white defendants might

( ; \ fare worse in capital cases and that the death sentence might also be more likely when the victim .
is white. This disparity evaporates, howcver, when the specifics of cases are laken into

‘ consnderatlon
o - . _ One comprehensive study of the Federal death penalty published in 2000 by the Clinton Justice
T : Department found that decisions to seek the death penalty were Jess likely at'each stage of the
-process for black and Hispanic defendants than for white defendants:

» U.S. Attorneys recommended the death penalty.in a lower percentage ofthe submitted

~ cases involving minority defendants.

‘o The Attorney General’s capital case review commmee recommended the death penalty a

smaller fraction of the time for black and Hispanic defendants.
e The Attorney General was less likely to choose 1o seek the death penalty \shen the
- defendants were non-white.

A follow-up study by the Justice Department in mid-2001 extended these ﬁndings. It showed
that lighter use of the death penaity for black and Hispanic defendants held true both for
““minority on minority” crimes and for “minority on white” cases.

The best recent research on this subject was published one: 'year ago by the U.S. National Institute
of Justice, Tt pooled results from three teams of‘ acadcmu.s, organized by-the RAND Corporatson
and came to this conclusion;
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’ "‘When we look at the raw data and make no adjustmcm for case charactcnsucs,_, s
" we find the large race cffects noted previously—namely, a decision to seek the
death penalty is more likely to occur when the defendants are white, and when .
' the victims are white. However, these disparities disappear when the-data coded e
“from the Attorney General's case files are used to adjust for the heinousness of .
“the crime. For'instance, [reseamhers Berk and He of UCLA] concluded ‘On_
* balance, there seems to be no evidence in these data of systematic ‘racial : ‘
effects.’” The other two teams reached the same conclusion. [Researchers Klem, o
Freedman, and Boius] found that, with their models, “afier controlling for the
- 1ally of aggravating and mitigating factors, and district, there was no evidence
= of arace effect, This was true whether we examined race of victim alone...or "
. race of defendant and the interaction between victim and defendant race.” [And
", .researcher Schonlau of RAND] reported that his ‘analysis found no evidence of
‘racial bias in either the U.S. Anomey s Ofﬁcc or the Attomcy General dccxsions
o soek the death penahy ™

) Ng g;_gmtal Senggg ing

.;Racmi disparities also seem 10 exist in the raw dala in non-capua! cases. For examplc, stausncs
".*- " 'show that for most of the 1990s, the average black prisoner in the Federal system served aboul

80 months, while the average white prisoner and the average Hispanic prisoner served about 40
~months. But these disparities appear to'be almost entirely explained by relevant crime factors, o

© such as the type of crime committed and the pnor criminal record of the offender, The U: S

Sentencing Commission observed in 2004 !ha! ‘no carcful sludent of semencmg resca:ch
senously dtsputes thls fi ndmg : .

The same basic :.onclus:on emerged from a comprehenswe 1997 hxerature survcy 1ha! focuscd

primarily on sla:e sentcnemg It concluded that the influence of race on sentence length is “small L "

-~ to nonexistent” once legall y relevant variables are taken into account. {Robert Sampson & Janet

Lauritsen, “Racial and Ethnic Dlsp_antles in Cnme and Criminal Jusnce in the Umted Stalcs," 2I BT ‘

: ~Cnme and Jusnce 31 ( 1997) ]
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Today, Amcrxcans with disabilities are enjoying grctner freedom than lhcy have cver known.
This is freedom in a very real sense — a freedom beyond the imaginings of persons. with
disabilities from generations past. . This new freedom — the freedom to dream and to do, the
freedom to be and to become, the freedom to give and to grow, and the freedom to participate

" and to.progress - is at the heart of my New Freedom Initiative, an agenda that I launched within .
three weeks of entering office. The New Freedom Initiative aims to remove the obstacles that
still remain for Americans with disabilities. ,

‘One of the comerstone projects of the New Freedom Initiative became a reality on January 1,
2007, when the Department of Health and Human Services awarded the first of the Money
Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration grants, offering $1.75 billion over § years in
competitive grants to States to rcbalance their long-term suppon systems.. These grants were
created so that individuals have a choice where they live and receive services, and the grants are
available 10 help.individuals transition from institutions to thc community. Money Follows the.
Person promotes a strategic approach to building a person-centered. needs-based system that
supponts quality of care and quality of life in both home and community-based settings and
institutions. . Giving people with disabilities the ability to choose where they live helps creae a
strong. foundation to help achieve greater freedoms at work, at school, and throughout the
cornmunity. E

Today, people with disabilities have greater access: 1o assistive and " universally designed
technologies, receive broader opportunities to excel in the classroom, are integrating themselves
into the workplace, and are participating actively in every facet of life in their communities. We

-are fighting against low expectations, and we are winning. Individuals and organizations of .

every description are answering the clanon call to make things better, not just for people with
_ disabilities, but for everyone. «

Considering' that over $4 million Americans currently have a disability and that most others will
become disabled at some point in their lives, work in this arena touches us all. We must each do
what' we can- to continue to create a world in which equal dignity and treatment are not the

_ exception but the rule, a world in which disability is an mcldcmal rather than a defining
characlcnsuc

This New Freedom Initiative Progress Report details: the ongoing work done by the federal
_government to advance full panticipation for people with disabilitics and to involve them in.the .

work of securing their own tomorrow.
WVO\IC -

Fulfilling America’s Promise to Individuals with Disabilities : i

ra

H##
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B Fact Sheet Slx Years of Progress Under the Presrdent's New Freedom Imtlatlve '
EE 2007 Progress Report Shows Steps Taken To Reduce Barrters F or Amertcans thh Dtsabtltttes

i ;,_;-.‘July 27,2007

Today, The White House Released The 2007 Progress Report On The Presrdent's New Freedom Imtlatlve For i

; B ,_Peo‘ple‘ With Dl_sa_bl_lltles -Announced in February 2001, the New Freedom Initiative is President George ‘W. Bush's
. plan to tear down barriers to full integration into American life that remain for many of the 54 million-Americans

-with disabilities. This report hlghhghts the many accomplishments of the Administration in 1mplement1ng the :
Pres1dent s-vision and bu1lds upon the. reports 1ssued in May 2002 and ‘May 2004

| 0‘" The Full Report Is Avarlable At° http: //www whltehouse gov/1nfocus/newfreedom/newfreedom—report-
2007 html : BN :

B fi_:.:The Admmlstratlon Is Increasmg Access For People Wlth Dlsabllltles Through Technology ‘

s ‘:The Presrdent Recogmzes The Power Of Assrsttve And Umversally Desrgned Technology To Create Greater |

i ! Access To The Workplace, School, And Commumty Life For Persons With Disabilities. The Administration

s supports the development of creative ways to leverage the’ power of new technologles and the removal of ﬁnancral
b bamers to acqulsmon of assrstlve technology The Admmlstratlon has o :

. Empowered states to- develop plans for acquisition of assistive technology through the Ass1st1ve
AR Technology Act of 1998 Amendments sngned in October 2004 : :

i vAlded state efforts to mcorporate a551st1ve technology mto thelr educatlon programs L

treamlmed acces51b1hty standards for votmg machmes and other rmportant technolog1cal advances, S

‘ o i Provtded grants to varlous agencres to develop and stlmulate technologlcal advances, w

/

0 ",i"»'Brought together a varlety of agencies and orgamzatlons to better understand the need for ass1st1ve s

SR 'technologles and to discuss ways to. make the technology a usable reallty,
!’ /' . . : -
' o Advanced the Pre51dent s Executlve Order centrallzmg electronic mformatlon of use to the drsablllty
: .commumty at WWW, Drsabllltylnfo gov;’ : .

e 'Contmued full 1mplementauon of sectlon 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, making electromc and mformatlon

-technology acqurred by the Federal govemment accessible to people with dlsablhtles and

o AWOrked to develop a robust assrstlve technology mdustry at’ home and abroad

T *} The Admlmstratlon Is Expandmg Educatlonal Opportumtles For. Youth Wlth Dlsabllltle

5 o The Presrdent Recogmzes That People With Dlsabllltles Need A Complete And Appropnate Educatlon In :
“'Order. To Join Their Communities As Equal Members. In order to further this goal and ensure that no child w1th

a dlsablhty is left behind in the educational system, the Pres1dent has empha51zed the importance of mcludmg youth

, ~“with disabilities i in the annual improvement mandated by the No Child Left Behmd Act Agencres have responded B
S to the Presrdent s dlrectlon and furthered his agenda in the followmg ways . :

o . The Department of Education has-issued fmal regulatlons 1mplement1ng the Ind1v1duals w1th Dlsabllltles
- Education-Act and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, established the Teacher Assistance

= ‘Corps, momtored the first: annual state progress determmatlons ‘under the IDEA and: 1aunched varlous other 5L

homelessness, institutionalization, and other factors that inhibit a full and complete educatlonal experlence /

St vlmtlatlves _
. \'V'The Department of Health and Human Services has made spec1ﬁc efforts to reduce youth rec1d1v1sm, ;

" o ‘and that may dlsproportlonately effect youth w1th disabilities; and
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‘The Admrmstratlon Is Helpmg Integrate Amerlcans With Disabilities Into The Workforce

e The Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights has promoted voluntary compliance with applicable
‘civil rights laws relating to students with disabilities, including fostering classroom inclusion and limiting:
references to d1sab1]1ty on report cards and has also developed other civil rights initiatives.

The President Believes That Full Inclusion Of Persons With Disabilities Into The Workforce Is Important '
Both For These Individuals And For Our Economy. The unemployment rate for persons with disabilities, while =

. falling, remains unacceptably high. Including persons with disabilities into the workforce is an important goal not
‘only because of the positive impact it will have on the worker but also because of the benefits to the economy as a
‘whole as productlon increases and people begin to leave government assistance. The Administration has:

. Sought to-increase the. number of employees with disabilities in the Federal workforce by implementing
innovative hiring and working practices, including telework; by revising Schedule A hiring authorlty, and .
by formmg new disability coordmatmg counc1ls to address employment w1th1n federal agencies;

. Estabhshed new initiatives mtegratmg the efforts of the Justice, Labor, Housing and Urban Development,
and Veterans Affairs Departments in advancing training and employment for persons with disabilities;

. Released "Disability Employment 101" compamon materials with the collaboratlon of the Justice and
e Educatlon Departments; .

e - Vigorously enforced the Americans with Disabilities Act;
/
e Begun |mplementat10n of the "Ticket to Work" program as part of the Social Security and Supplemental
Security Income programs to. ehmmate work disincentives among persons with disabilities; and

e Reached out to individuals with disabilities and employers to fac1lltate productive employment
opportunities. : :

The Administration Is Promoting Full Access To Community Life
The President Believes That All Americans Deserve An Opportunity To Become A Part Of The American |

Dream. This includes the opportunity to vote, to participate in the marketplace, to own their own property, and to
go about their business free of barriers to full participation. This commitment includes implementation of the

. Olmstead decision affirming the right of persons with disabilities to live in their own communities, and goes further

by creating new initiatives to promote community participation. The Administration has:

e Instituted the "Money Follows the Person" grant program through the Department of Health and Human
Services, which includes $1.75 billion to support states in building Medicaid programs that enable
recipients to live in their c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>