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“Annual Convention ,
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: Draft #6

Thank you all. | appreC|ate the |nV|tat|on to take part in your
celebrat|on of the 75" anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speak to
" members of America’s oldest leading Latino civil rights organlzatlon

. . Your commitments to freedom, and entrepreneurship, and the values

of familia y fe are helping to make our society stronger. And those
commitments deserve the recognition and respect of all Americans. You
and | share the same goal: We will keep working to make this nation a
~‘'welcoming place for Hispanic people anda Iand of opportunity for all who
‘caII America home. : ;

‘ [I'm grateful to [X] for-the |ntroduct|on and | thank the Ieadershlp of
LULAC for the fine work they do every day. ]

. America is the nation of the open door. Every generation of our
history has brought new immigrants — and those immigrants have brought
great strengths. \WWhen men and women arrive here ready to work hard,

- care for their families, and honor the law, they make our country more, not

~_less American. In the United States, our aspirations matter more than our " .

~origins. And my administration is committed to a basic principle: EI Suefio
- Americano es para todos. The American dream belongs to all, and all
-~ deserve a chance to achleve |t

" Success in Amerlca depends on personal effort And | believe that -
compassionate government policies should encourage and reward that
effort. An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the
- spirit of enterprise, and treat immigrants and guest workers with fairness -
~and respect. Our country has made progress in all these areas, and we
'|ntend to do more.

The first commitment of an opportunity society is a good public school |
in every neighborhood. To succeed and rise in the world, a student must
- know the basics of reading and math. Parents are entitled to expect these
‘.,“baSICS and every school has a duty to teach them.



Too many chrldren in Amerlcan have been shufﬂed through the

'system without learning essential skills — including many boys and girls -
- from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the

bureaucracy. But when it comes to our fundamental obllgatlon to children,
there is no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — and that is

- why | proposed and signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This good law
has increased federal money for schools most in need — a 41 percent

increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to

" measure performance of all students — including the so-called hard to

educate. We want to make sure every child can read and write and add :
and subtract. So we are measuring math and readlng comprehensmn -
and we are getting results. - L

Earlier thls year, the Council of Greater City Schools released a study

-on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. The study

examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of
those schools showed improverne‘nt in both reading and math scores
among Hispanic students. That is substantial progress, and we need to
keep working to bring about more. When politicians criticize testing and

~high standards, they are doing a disservice to schools and to students.

Instead of undermining standards in our schools, we are striving to meet

" those standards in every part of America. We have made a promise to

improve the nation’s public schools, and we are delivering on this promise.

: " The second commitment of an opportunity society ivs a healthy, |
growing economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new

~ people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers. We have

given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes, by Ieavrng '
more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Tax relief has also
helped millions in America who run sole proprletorshlps and pay at the
|nd|V|duaI rate | . .

We are seeing the results across thls country America has now had

“ten consecutive months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August, our

economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is Iower
than the average rate in the: 19703 19803 and 1990s.

~ We're also seelng the results of tax relief in the Hlspanlc communlty,
where the entrepreneurial tradition is so strong. Latino businesses are
among the nation’s fastest growing, expandlng at twice the rate of all other



N . ,
businesses. Latinos now own some 1.4 million businesses in America —
- more than any other minority group. Our economy-is stronger, and our
society is better off, because Hispanic-owned busmesses are thrrvmg and
creatlng JObS across the country. -

For the sake of workers and entrepreneurs we need to keep this

. economic expansion going strong. And so | have set forth a pro-growth -

agenda. Because small businesses create most of the new jobs in
- America, we should protect them from needless federal regulation. We

~ should put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits — because you can’t be

pro-small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same time. We need to .

~ control the costs of health care by giving people better access through

Association Health Plans and tax-free health savings accounts, and by

passing national medical liability reform. We need to pass sound energy

legislation, to modernize our electricity grid, and make America less

. dependent on foreign sources of energy. We need to knock down trade

- barriers, and open up new markets for American products — because
“America’s entrepreneurs and workers can compete anywhere in the worId

~ And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed

~ the entrepreneurial spirit in this country. But the tax cuts we passed are

~scheduled to expire — and for the sake of American workers and famllles

we should make the tax relief permanent.

The third commitment of an opportunity society is a policy of fairness
‘and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. Our
“country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated in our
. growing economy are not being filled by American citizens. These jobs

represent an opportunity for workers who come in from abroad — yet under - »

‘current law, those workers are condemned to live in'a massive,
- ~undocumented economy. Many of them live in fear and are often -
- eprOIted |

| So | have proposed reforms that will match willing foreign workers :
with willing American employers ... grant legal status to temporary workers
~already in the country, provided they have a job ... and increase the

- number of men and women on the path to Amerlcan' citizenship. | believe

- this proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed

workers to come into the country under an honest, orderly, regulated
system. This proposal is humane, because it would lift millions of
hardworking people out.of the shadows of American life. This proposal



| ,' reflects the interests and the best values of our country, and Congress -
' should pass it into |aw .

As a citizen and governor of Texas | saw the many contnbutlons of
Latinos to our economy and our culture. As president and commander in
_chief, | have seen another great contribution. Some 85,000 Latinos have

o ~served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operatlon Iraqr Freedom.

More than 100 have given their hves and many others have been injured in

- combat

- Earlier thls year, | had the privilege of meeting Master Gunnery

";'SergeantGuadaIupe Denogean Sergeant Denogean is an immigrant. from

- Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Last spring he
was wounded in combat in Iraq. When he got home for treatment, they
asked him if he had any special requests. He had two: first, he wanted a
-promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he.

- ‘wanted to become an American citizen. | was privileged to be there, at the _

_ Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he raised his rlght hand and took
- the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be his commander-in-chief, and I m
proud to call him a fellow crtlzen

| Our country has been: through some challengmg times inthese past
~ few years, but we are overcoming our challenges, thanks to the courage

 and character of men like this — and all who wear the uniform. We are

ready to meet new challenges, and to seize new opportumtres And as

o aIways Amerlca looks to the future wnth confrdence

: Once agaln, | appreciate the good work of LULAC, and of y0ur |
- .members and leadership. Thank you all very much, and God bless you.

Thank you very much Muchos gracras

God bless you all, and may God bless the Unlted States

" Drafted by: Marc Thlessen Office of Speechwrrtlng
S s .‘ . Office: 202/456-2170 :
cCell_ wxe)
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S ».vRemarks via Satelllte to the League of Unlted Lat|n Amerlcan Cltlzens
~ Annual Convention - , » _
'Thufsday, July 8,2004

Thank you all. | appreCIate the invitation to take partin your

e celebratlon of the 75™ anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speak to
e 5 members of Amerrca s oldest Ieadrng Latrno crvrl rlghts organlzatlon

Your commrtments to freedom and entrepreneurshlp, and the values

e ‘iof familia y fe are helping to make our society stronger.. And those -
R commitments deserve the recognition and respect of all Americans. You
~and | share the same goal: We will keep working to make this nationa
welcomrng place for Hrspanlc people and a Iand of opportunrty for. all who
‘gcall Amerrca home | . | ,

[I m grateful to [X] for the mtroductnon and | thank the Ieadershrp of

e VVV{'LULAC for the fine work they do every day.] -

o compassronate government policies should encourage and reward that -
- effort. An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the
~ spirit of enterprise, and treat immigrants. and guest workers with farrness :
. and respect. Our country has made progress |n alI these areas, and we
: _;}.f,"rntend to do more. i 4 , / -

| Amenca is the nation of the open door Every generatlon of our

~history. has brought new immigrants —and those immigrants have brought
. great strengths. When men and women arrive here ready to work hard, -
~care for their families, and honor the law, they make our country more, not
~  less American. In the United States, our aspirations matter more than our -
~origins. And my administration is committed to a basic prrncrple El Suerio N :
. Americano es para todos. The Amerrcan dream belongs to aII and aII v L
e deserve a chance to achreve it. ’ | e

Success in Amerrca depends on personal effort And | belreve that

The flrst commltment of an opportunrty socrety is a good publlc school

~in every nerghborhood To succeed and rise in the world, a student must
" know the basics of reading and math. Parents are entitled to expect these
s basrcs and every school has a duty to teach them




Too many chrldren in Amerrcan have been shuffled through the P -
system without learning essential skills — mcludmg many boys and girls =~

from |mm|grant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the

'~ bureaucracy. But when it comes to our fundamental obligation to chrldren
~there is no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn - and that is-
~ why I proposed and srgned the No Child Left Behind Act Th|s good | Iaw
. has mcreased federal money for schools most in need — a 41 percent
. increase over the last three years. In return, we are requmng schools to

 measure performance of all students - including the so-called hardto -

~ educate. We want to make sure every child can read and writeand add =~~~
- and subtract So we are measurlng math and readrng comprehensron -
g-aand we are gettmg results : SR B

Earlrer thrs year, the Councrl of Greater Clty Schools released a study} o

L f‘_f'on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. The study P

R ~examined 67 urban school dlstrlcts and found that more than two-thlrds of R R
. those schools showed rmprovement in both reading and math scores Lt
S i“]jamong Huspanlc students. Thatis ‘substantial progress, and we need to
. keep working to bring about more. “When politicians criticize testing and
. high standards, they are doing a disservice to schools and to students. SRR
Instead of undermining standards in our schools, we are striving to meet BN T
~ those standards in every part of America. We have made a promise to- e
" ‘[rmprove the natron s publrc schools and we are delrverlng on thrs promlse [

The second commltment of an opportunlty socrety is a healthy, IO

B ~growm9 economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new. B

‘ people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers We have .-
- given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes, by leaving
~more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Tax relief has also

S * helped millions in Amenca who run sole proprletorshlps and pay at the e

= | 'mdrvrdual rate

We are seerng the results across thls country Amerrca has now had _'

-ten consecutrve months of unrnterrupted job growth. - Since last August, our

| »"',jff,economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower» T
than the average rate rn the 19703 19803 and 19903 o Sl

. We re also seelng the results of tax rellef |n the Hlspanrc communrty,
e ;where the entrepreneurial tradrtlon is so strong: Latmo busmesses are v
"among the natron ] fastest growrng, expandlng at twrce the rate of all other ,’ S




‘ busmesses Latlnos now own some 1 4 m||I|on busmesses in Amerlca = B >
- more than any other minority group ‘Our economy is stronger andour

- ."{somety is better off, because Hlspanlc-owned busrnesses are thnvmg and |

creatrng jObS across the country

For the sake of workers and entrepreneurs we need to keep th|s

L economlc expansion going strong And so | have set forth a pro-growth

agenda. Because small businesses create most of the new jobs in

e America, we should protect them from needless federal regulation. We
~ should put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits — because you can’t be

_pro-small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same time. We need to
“control the costs of health care by giving people better access through
Association Health Plans and tax-free health savings accounts, and by
‘passing national medical liability reform. We need to pass sound energy

legislation, to modernize our electricity grid, and make America less
dependent on foreign sources of energy. We need to knock down trade

“barriers, and open up new markets for American products — because

- America’s entrepreneurs and workers can compete anywhere in the world

. And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed |
; " the entrepreneurial spirit in this country But the tax cuts we passed are
. scheduled to expire — and for the sake of Amencan workers and. famlhes

8 Soowe should make the tax relief permanent e

,’ "and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. our
v ‘country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated in our

The thlrd commltment of an opportunlty somety is a pollcy of falrness e

" ‘growing economy are not being filled by American citizens. These jObS e

represent an opportunity for workers who come in from abroad — yet under s

~ current law, those workers are condemned to live in a massive,
s __undocumented economy. Many of them hve |n fear and are often

| .Wlfh wnlllng American employers . grant IegaI status to temporary workers S

explonted

~ Soll have proposed reforms that will match W|II|ng forelgn workers

already in the country, prowded they have a job .. . and increase the -

“number of men and women on the path to Amencan cmzenshlp | beheve
’ ;thIS proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed TR Jeci

| . workers to come into the country under an honest, orderly, regulated
- system. This proposal is humane, because it wouId lift millions of
', hardworkmg people out of the shadows of Amerlcan life.. Th|s proposal



'reﬂects the mterests and the best values of our country, and Congress

" should pass it |nto law |

-~ Asa crtrzen and governor of Texas, | saw the many contributions of e
Latlnos to our economy and our culture. As president and commander in -

- - chief, | have seen another great contribution. Some 85,000 Latinos have
~served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. -

- More than 1 00 have given their lives, and many others have been injured in

“combat.

" Earlier this year, | had the privilege of meeting Master Gunnery

Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean Sergeant Denogean is an immigrant from - |

- Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Last spring he L

- was wounded in combat in Irag. When he got home for treatment, they

- asked him if he had any special requests He had two: first, he wanted a

promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he -

- ~ wanted to become an American citizen. | was privileged to be there, at the
" Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he raised his nght hand and took

the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be his commander-m-chlef and I m

L proud to call hlm a fellow citizen.

Our country has been through some challengmg times in these past

' j}f‘ew years, but we are overcoming our challenges, thanks to the courage |
and character of men like this — and all who wear the uniform. We are -

ready to meet new challenges, and to seize new opportunrtres And as

'always Amerlca looks. to the future wrth confrdence

T Once again, | appreciate the good work of LULAC and of your |

- fmembers and Ieadershlp Thank you all very much and God bless you

" Thank you very much. Muchos gracias.

~ God bless you all, and may God bless the United States.
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~ Remarks via Sateliite to the League of United Latin American Citizens |
 Annual Convention R T e e T T
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© Thankyouall | appreciate the invitation to take partinyour
 celebration of the 76™ anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speakto
- members of America’s oldest leading Latino civil rights organization. R

. Your commitments to freedom, and entrepreneuiship, and t}hé'v’al(;es»
. of familia y fe are helping to make our saciety stronger. Andthose -

~ commitments deserve the recognition and respect of all Americans. You

and | share the same goal: We will keep working to make this nationa . T
~ welcoming place for Hispani€peepie~ and a land of opportunity for all who
- call America home.. Ul Lo (T 7 e

. {rmgratefulto [X] for the introduction, and | thank the leadership of L
. ,,"LULAQ.fp‘rthe'ﬁn'eworkthe‘ydo everydey] - L T
 America is the nation of the"op:e’n‘dbbr.\ .Evéry generation of our

i *--rhi‘sto'ry’ has brought new immigrants — and those immigrants have brought " ]

" great strengths. When men and women arrive here ready to work hard,
~ care for their families, and honor the law, they make our country more,not.
. less American. Inthe United States, our aspirations matter more than our
~origins. And my administration is committed to a basic principle: El Suefio
- Americano es para todos. The American dream belongs to all, and all.
~deserve a chance to achieve it. BT L g e
- Success in America depends on personal effort. And | believe that R
compas’s,ionata'govemment policies should encourage and reward that

effort. An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the

 spirit of enterprise, and treat immigrants and guest workers with fairness i,
- and respect. Our country has made progress in all these areas,andwe
_intendtodomore. e L s e e
" Thefirst commitment of an opportunity society is a good public school
~ inevery neighborhood. To succeed and rise in the world, a student must |
o know the basics of reading and math. Parents are entitied to'expectthese -
o ,.basiq;s( and every school has a duty toteachthem. i

e
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‘system without learning essential skil

- " Too mény éhildren in‘Arh‘eric%have-been éh(jfﬂed throu:gh"the Pl e
|

~ from immigrant families. And for years, WQW excuses fromthe . - ,
~ bureaucracy. But when it comes to our fundamental obligation to children, -~~~
. thereisno excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — and that is

. why | proposed and signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This good law - - '

" has increased federal money for schools most in need —~a41percent - L

. increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to
~measure performance of al| students — including the so-called hard to e
. -educate. We want to make sure every child can read and write and add o

~and subtract. So we are measuring math and reading comprehension — o

-~ and we are gettin‘g,;elelts, R B e e

SNV & N

~ Earlierthis year, the Coundil of Greater City Schools released a study,
~ on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. Thestudy .. -
examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of

" those schools showed improvement in both reading and math scores .

yor merabeut more. When politicians criticize testingand ~ —
.gtandards, they are doing a disservice to schools and- ) e

“jim.prqve the nation’s public schools, and we

~ growing economy in which entrepreneurs can risk. and build; and hire new

i given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes, by leaving

. more money i

n their hands to spend, save, orinvest. Taxrelief hasalso o

s — including many boys ahd-'gi'rls e VU T

- among Hispanic students. Thatis substantial progress, and we needto - -
' keep working te-bm eut n | ) re
~high s! . 293 - to-studerts”  cvoosing
Madmnderminﬁig‘sta‘ndargsiin_ our schools, W are striving tomeet  te
TrwA N those standards in every part of America. We have made a promise to bb\’cawam
| are .deliVerin‘gsbn#hu'_spromi_se.-o\!ﬁ;f o -
o e i SO

" helpad millions in America who run sole proprietorships, and P2y atthe A

- individual rate.

o ‘b""es j

 \We are seeing the resuits across this country. America has now had s

‘, ten consecutive months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August, our e
.~ economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower
- than the average rate in the 1970s, 1 980s and 1990s. . L :

 We're also sesing the resuits of tax relief in the Hispanic community,
~ where the entrepreneurial tradition is so strong.. Latino businessesare . .
am'ong the nation’s fgstest. g,r¢wing, :e,xp,_anding»at twice the rate of':all,_othe'r{ TN

opp3ss7e98 | P.@3

i ’»'«»‘The‘Sec‘ohd cbnﬁmi‘th‘iéht:of ah,b‘ppqnbhity SOciEty is élhe":a\thy;r s e R

"people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers. We have. G
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_ businesses. Latinos now own some 1.4 million businesses in America-
~more than any other minority group.. Our economy is stronger.“a'nd’ourf- L
- _gociety is better off, because Hispanic-owned businesses are thriving and |

' creating jobs across the country. | e e

' Forthe sake of workers and entrepreneurs, we need to keep this. "
. economic expansion going strong. And so | have set forth a pro-growth.
. agenda. Because small businesses create most of the new jobsin, =
 America, we should protect them from needless federal reguiationWe
~ should put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits ~ because you cantbe = -
~ pro-small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same timeWeneedto
_control the costs of health care by giving people better access through
- Association Health Plans and tax-free health savings accounts, andby
i passing national medical liability reforn‘u? Ve need to pass sound energy p?
legislation, to modernize our electricity grid, and make America less
- dependent on foreign sources of energy. fWe need to knock down trade
- barriers, and open up new markets for Ametican products — because .
e ‘America’s*entrepr'eneursand workers can compete anywhere in the world.
A And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed
" the entrepreneurial spirit in this country. But the tax cuts we passed are o
- scheduled to expire — agag for the sake of American workers and families, i
- we should make the tax relief permanent. - T Ty
. The third commitment of an opportunity society is a poticy of fairness
- and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. Our
" country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated inour
~ growing economy are not being filled by American citizens.. These jobs
- represent an opportunity for workers who come in from abroad — yetunder
“ current law, those workers are condemned to live in a massive, vepressive. e
' undocumented.economy. Many of them live'in fear, and are often B3
_exploited. ’ G T
-~ Sol have proposed reforms that will match willing foreign workers
‘with willing American employers ... grant legal status to temporary workers
_already in the country, provided they have a job ... and increase the
- number of men and women on the path to American citizenShi_p; 1 believe
~ this proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed
. workers to come into the country under an honest, orde”rly,fregula_ted"{_
- system. This proposal is humane, because it would lit milions of =

i “hardworking people out of the shadows of American life. This proposal : f
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, 'reﬂects the rnterests and the best values of our country, and Congress
' should pass it into law o _ .

Latinos to our economy and our culture. sident an@ ggmmander in
chief, | have seen another great contrlbutio Some 85, atinos have
- served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation |raqi Freedom. =
 'More than 100 have given their Irves and many others have been rn;ured in
combat _

As a crtrzen and governor of Texas he rrrahy tﬁbutions_gf, :

_— Earlier this year | had the privilege of meetmg Master Gunnery
, Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean. Sergeant Denogean is an immigrant from
' Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Last spring he
“was wounded in combat in Iraq. When he got home for treatment, they
asked him if he had any special requests. He had two: first, he wanted a
~ promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he =
- wanted to become an American citizen, | was privileged to be there, atthe
Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he.raised his righ{ hand and took R
the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be -h@ammander-m ief,andI'm -~
proud to call hlrn a fellow citizen. e p

Loy Den o% ’ '
Our country has beleﬂgh som challengrng times in these past .

few years, but we are overcgming géar challenges, thanks to the courage
_ and character of men like #s — and|all who wear the uniform. We are
‘ready to meet new challenges, and tp seize new opportunities. And as
always, Amenoa looks to the future confidence.

Once again, | appreciate the good work of LULAC, and of your
members and Ieadership Thank you all very much and God blees you,

Thank you very much. Much@s gracras

- God bless you all, and may God bless the Unrted States
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‘ an.have been shuffled through the ..~
~ system without learning essential skills — including many boys and girls -
- from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the
~ bureaucracy. But when it comes to our fundamental obligation to children,

~ Too many children in A

“there is no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — and that is

- why | proposed and signed the No Child Left Behind Act. Thisgood law
_ has increased federal money for schools most in need —a 41 percent
- increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to
_ measure performance of all students — including the so-called hardto
' ‘educate. We want to make sure every child can read and'write and add -
" and subtract. So we are measuring math and reading comprehension —

- and we are getting results. -

. Earlier this year, the Council of Greater City Schools released a study
~ on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. The study
* examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of
‘those schools showed improvement in both reading and math scores .~

- among Hispanic students. That is substantial progress, and we needto |

. keep working to bring about more. When politicians criticize testingand ~~
" high standards, they are doing a disservice to schools and to students.

~ Instead of undermining standards in our schools, we are striving to meet S
' those standards in every part of America. We have made a promiseto -

- improve the nation’s public schools, and we are delivering on this promise. =

- growing economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new .
people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers. Wehave
- given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes, by leaving
~more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Taxreliefhasalso
~ helped millions in America who run sole proprietorships, and pay atthe .
. individualrate.

. The second commitment of anopportumtysoclety is a healthy,

' We are seeing the results across this country.. Americahasnowhad

* ten consecutive months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August, our - S
- “economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower

~ than the average rate in the 1970s, 1980s and 1880s.

. We're also seeing the results of tax relief in the Hispanic community,
where the entrepreneurial tradition is so strong. - Latino businesses are - S T

~ among the nation’s fastest growing, expanding at twice the rg’teqff;a-il’l‘qt-her}"f"-' g
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= -Jj{?Remarks via Satellrte to the League of Unlted Latln Amerlcan Crtlzens
- Annual Convention - R TR T R SATan,
*,":_,"»,Thursday, July 8 2004
o -jDraft #6 ,

Thank you aII | apprecrate the lnvrtatlon to take part in your

e f‘i‘celebratlon of the 75™ anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speak to J : e

L "v‘members of Amerlca S oldest leadlng Latlno crvrl rrghts organrzatlon

e Your commltments to freedom and entrepreneurshrp, and the values
S of familia y fe are helping to make our society stronger. And those

EME "_gcommltments deserve the recogmtlon and respect of all Amerlcans You | V

~and | share the same goal: We will keep worklng to make this nationa
L ';-:welcommg place for Hrspamc people and a Iand of opportunrty for all who
caII Amenca home . S PRI P : o R

[I m grateful to [X] for the mtroductlon and I thank the Ieadershlp of

;,Q‘_LULAC for the fine: work they d° every day I

S Amenca is the natron of the open door Every generatron of our :
a0 jhlstory has. brought new |mm|grants .and those immigrants have brought

: - great strengths ‘When men and women arrive here ready to work hard,

~care for their families, and honor the law, they make our country more, not
~less. American. Inthe United States, our aspirations matter more thanour ¥

:f | ~ onglns And my admlnlstratlon is commltted toa: basic prmcrple El Sueno e
o “..‘_Amerlcano es para todos The Amencan dream belongs to all and alI ‘
e ;deserve a chance to achreve |t : U e _

Success in Amerrca depends on personal effort And I belreve that e

S 4_*7~jﬁcompassmnate government policies should encourage ‘and reward that
. effort. An opportunity society. must educate every child, encourage the
 spirit of enterprlse and treat |mm|grants and guest workers with falrness

R _and respect. Our country has made progress |n all these areas and we

Rty ‘ lrlntend to do more

The frrst commrtment of an opportunlty socrety is a good publlc school
L :ln every nelghborhood To succeed and rise in the. world; a student must
. know the basics of readrng and math. Parents are entltled to expect these

basrcs and every school has a duty to teach them e




o oo many Chlldren in Amerlcan have been shuffled through the _’" : i
; rsystem without Iearnlng essential Skl||S |nclud|ng many boys and grrls f':"‘
- from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the -

bureaucracy. But when it comes to our fundamental obligation to chlldren iﬁ e |
there is'no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn - and thatis

~why | proposed and signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This ‘good law LS
. has increased federal money for schools most in need — a 41 percent . o
~increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to V -
‘measure performance of all students - mcludrng the so-called hard to v
educate. We want to make sure every child can read and write andadd =~ =~
.-and subtract So we are measuring math and readlng comprehensron -
G and we are gettlng results : i : :

' Earller thls year, the Councn of Greater City Schools released a study

on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act. went into effect. The study e L

-examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of
“those schools showed improvement in both reading and math scores

~among Hispanic students. That is substantial progress, and we need to -
- “keep working to bring a about more. When politicians criticize testing and

high standards, they are domg a disservice to schools and to students. -
Instead of undermining standards in-our schools, we are striving to meet

~ those standards in every part of America. We have made a promiseto =
i ,lmprove the natlon S publlc schools and we are dellverlng on thrs promlse

‘ The second commrtment of an opportunrty socrety is a healthy, e
growmg economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new '
people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers ‘We have
. given: relief to every person who.pays federal income taxes, by leavmg

“more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Tax relief has also

helped millions i |n Amerlca who run sole propnetorshlps and pay at the
- mdrvrdual rate. - , @ .

We are seerng the results across th|s country Amerlca has now had ‘/ L |

g ,ten consecutive months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August our

" economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower
| jthan the average rate in the 1970s, 19803 and 19903 S

We re also seelng the results of tax relref in the Hlspanlc commumty,

o where the entrepreneurlal tradition is so strong Latino businesses are

famong the natlon s fastest growmg, expandlng at twrce the rate of all other e



j 'busunesses Latlnos now own some 1 4 mllllon busmesses in Amerlca -

~ .~ more than any other minority group: Our economy is stronger,andour. -~
-~ society is better off, because Hlspamc-owned busrnesses are thrlvmg and S

| creatlng jObS across the country

For the sake of workers and entrepreneurs we need to keep th|s

o [‘:economlc expansion going strong. And so | have set forth a pro- growth
.~ agenda. Because small businesses create most of the new jobs in i
- America, we should protect them from needless federal regulation. We v
Cn ‘;?'*ashould put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits — because you can’t be -
- pro- -small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same time. We need to .
R control the costs of health care by giving people better access through
>‘_Assoc1at|on Health Plans and tax-free health savings accounts, and by

S ppassing national medical liability reform. We need to pass sound energy / .

e :-Ieglslatlon to modernrze our electr|C|ty grid, and make America less
it ?j‘%tdependent on forelgn sources of energy. We need to knock down trade
- barriers, and open up new markets for Amerlcan products — because =
. America’s entrepreneurs: and workers can compete anywhere in the world
. And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed
" the entrepreneurlal spirit in this country. But the tax cuts we passed are

scheduled to expire —and for the sake of Amerlcan workers and famllles A
. we should make the tax rellef permanent : : :

ey The third commltment of an opportunlty souety is a polrcy of falrness ,
~and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. Our W a0

e country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated in our - N

- growing economy are not being filled by American citizens. These jobs
"~ representan opportunity for workers who come in from abroad yet under

“current law, those workers are condemned to live in a massive,

‘undocumented economy Many of them live in fear and are often

i,:’*"}'explmted

So | have proposed reforms that WI|| match W|ll|ng forelgn workers , P

'f""""jwlth willing American employers ... grant legal status to temporary workers
~already in the country, provided they have a job .. . and increase the -

o “number of men and women on the path to Amerlcan citizenship. | beIreVe V -

this proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed
workers to come |nto the country under an honest orderly, regulated

hardworklng people out of the shadows of Amerlcan life. Thls proposal



\ {reflects the interests and the best values of our country, and Congress U
~ -should pass it into law. - | , £

| - As a cltlzen and governor of Texas, | saw the many contnbutlons of ,
e Latinos to our economy and our culture. ‘As president and commander in
~ chief, | have seen another great contribution. Some 85,000 Latinos have

| - served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iragi Freedom. / .
. More than 100 have given their I|ves and many others have been lnjured in |

combat

i Earlrer th|s year, I had the pnvrlege of meeting Master Gunnery g
L Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean. Sergeant Denogean is an immigrant from -
‘Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Last spring he -
~_was wounded in combat in Irag. When he got home for treatment, they .
~asked him if he had any special requests. He had two: first, he wanted a
~promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he - -
~ wanted to become an American citizen. | was privileged to be there, at the
 Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he raised his right hand and. took
the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be h|s commander-rn-chlef and I M ™
o proud to call h|m a fellow citizen. >

5 Our country has been through some challengrng tlmes in these past L
~_ few years, but we are overcoming our challenges, thanks to the courage
 and character of men like this —and all who wear the uniform. We are i ‘/ '
. ready to meet new challenges and to seize new. opportunltres And as-
always Amerlca Iooks to the future wrth confrdence »

e Once agaln | appreciate the good work of LULAC andofyour -
- _members and leadersh|p Thank you all very much and God bless you e

Thank you very much Muchos gracras

God bless you all and may God bless the Unrted States

2

- Drafted by: Marc Thiessen, Offlce of Speechwntmg ‘
R : Office: 202/456-2170 -
. C_eII 1202/494-9952
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Langer Elllott M.

i ’From" 'Schrelber Hughes Lisa B

Sent: - Wednesday, July 07, 2004 1; 03 PM

To: :Langer ElliottM. : . .

"~ Ce:  Rosa, Fred M; Sawyer, Logan; Schreaber Hughes LnsaB , , SR
R :-YSI.ijGct. RE 370896 Remarks wa Satelllte tothe League of Umted Latnn Amencan Cltlzens Annual Conventlon e

' Wed 7 July 2004

| Ellnott I've rewewed that document but have not had a chance to. dlscuss W|th Fred. However, | saw nothmg that we

~ heeded to object to from an HSC/BTS perspective. If you.do not hear more from us by your deadlme please cons‘.lder our_ .
o Dlrectorate o, k (But we're not speakmg for any others ) Thanks LBSH .

a—-———Orlglnal Message--?-i- =

' From: Langer, Elliott M.

e

Sent: Wednesday, July 07 2004 12 54 PM
. To:Rosa, FredM. -~ ,

- Ce: DL-HSC-BTS w ; EEIUIRET
'SubJect. 370896 Remarks Vla Satelllte to the League of Umted Lattn Amerlcan Cltlzens Annual Convenﬂon R

Comments on staft‘ ng 370896 Remarks via Satelllte to the League of Umted Latm Amencan szens Annual
' Convennon - were due at 12n00n If 1 do not hear back by 1:15 |'will assume BTS has no comments o

g
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.:j'/iRemarks via Satellrte to the League of Unrted Latln Amerlcan Crtlzens st

~ . _“‘Annual Convention =~

e fThursday, July8 2004 Sk A
”*»’,'_‘v;,_‘_Draft#6 : metl

| . celebratlon of the 75" anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speak to
s '%__‘i_members of Amerrca s oldest Ieadrng Latlno crvrl rrghts organrzatlon

Your commltments to freedom and entrepreneurshlp, and the values

- ffof famllla y fe are helprng to make our socuety stronger. ‘And those o
- commitments deserve the recognltlon and respect of all Amerlcans You

f;,f-*and | share the same goal We will keep working to make this nationa

Thank you all | apprecuate the mvrtatlon to take part |n your 'A | B S

- welcoming place for Hlspamc people and a Iand of opportunlty for aII who -

~_“’_‘caII Amerlca home E

[I m grateful to [X] for the lntroductlon and | thank the Ieadershlp of :

B "."ZL».VLULAC for the f fine work they do every day ]

s Amenca is the natlon of the open door Every generatlon of our ey
' ”z;j'hlstory has brought new immigrants — and those immigrants have brought

~.great. strengths. When men and women arrive here ready to work hard,

- care for their families, and honor the law, they' make our country more, not
~less American. In the United States; our asplratrons matter more than our
~origins. And my administration is committed to a basic pnncrple El Sueno
. ~Americano es para todos. The Amencan dream belongs to aII and aII

L deserve a chance to achleve rt

» Success in Amenca depends on personal effort And I belleve that
B .compassmnate government pohcres should encourage ‘and reward that

03 effort.- An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the

-~ spirit of enterprise, and treat rmmlgrants and guest workers with farrness
~ and respect. Our country has made progress |n aIl these areas and we
| ~f|ntend to do more waE EREE T R TG

t The flrst commltment of an opportunlty socrety is a good publlc school
_r-irln every nelghborhood To succeed and rise in the world, a student must
. know the basics of reading and math. Parents are. entltled to expect these

o basrcs and every school has a duty to teach them



L&

Too many chlldren in Amerlcan have been shuffled through the - o

system without learning essential Skl||S mcludlng many boys and glrls S
from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the

~ bureaucracy.. But when it comes to our fundamental obligation to children, -

- .. thereis no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — and that is . - S
- why | proposed and sugned the No Child Left Behind Act. This good law e

- has increased federal money for schools most in need — a 41 percent

increase over: the last three years. In return, we are requmng schools to |

Ll measure performance of all students — including the so-called hard to

educate. We want to make sure every child can read and write and add

- ~and subtract. So we are’ measurlng math and readlng comprehensron e
R and we are gettlng results o S |

Earller th|s year the Councn of Greater Clty Schools released a study ‘

e "on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. Thestudy =~
. examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thlrds of i
- those schools showed improvement in both reading and math scores
. among Hispanic students. That is substantial progress, and we: need to -
- keep working to bring about more. When politicians criticize testing and
- high standards, they are doing a dlsserwce to schools ‘and to students. - :
- Instead of undermining standards in our schools, we are: striving to meet . -
Ty those standards in every part of America. We have made a promlse to R
S ‘lmprove the natlon S publlc schools and we are dellverlng on th|s promlse R

The second commltment of an opportunlty soc:ety isa healthy,

a ;.growrng economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build; and hire new
~ people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers. We have Do
X ~given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes; by leavmg ;
 ‘more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Tax relief has also
- helped m|ll|ons in Amerlca who run sole proprletorshlps and pay at the '
R ’~|nd|V|dual rate - | i _ . '

o '. We are seelng the results across thls country Amerlca has now had:' 3

| “ten consecutive months of unlnterrupted jOb growth. - Since: last August, our -

"T*economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower

‘-than the average rate in the 19703 1980s and 1990s

We re also seelng the results of tax rellef in the Hlspanlc communlty,» |

o "where the entrepreneurlal tradition is so strong ‘Latino businesses are’
oif ,-‘.‘among the natlon 'S fastest growung, expandlng at tW|ce the rate of all other



. society is better off, because Hlspanlc -owned busmesses are thrlvmg and'? g
s creatlng jObS across the country EEDANETN _

, For the sake of workers and entrepreneurs we need to keep thls
Veconomlc expansion going strong. And so | have set forth a pro-growth
agenda Because small businesses create most of the new jobsin
_ America, we should protect them from needless federal regulation. We
~ should put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits — because you can’t be
-~ pro-small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same time. We need to
- control the costs of health care by giving people better access through
‘”Assocratlon Health Plans and tax-free health savmgs accounts, and by

; busmesses Latlnos now own some 1 4 m|Il|on busmesses in Amenca - R
~ more than any other minority group.. ‘Our economy is stronger, andour

passing national medical liability reform. We need to pass sound energy T

. legislation, to modernize our electricity grid, and make Americaless =~ |
~dependent on foreign sources of energy. We need to knock down trade R
 barriers, and open up new markets for American products — because ik

- America’s entrepreneurs and workers can compete anywhere in the world.'

~ And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed Sah

o the entrepreneurial spirit in this country.. But the tax cuts we passed are
scheduled to expire — and for the sake of Amencan workers and famllles i
we should make the tax relref permanent ‘

The third commltment of an opportunlty socuety is a pollcy of falrness
and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. Our -~ =

- country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated in our ,
- growing economy are not being filled by American citizens. These jobs
~ representan opportunity for workers who come in from abroad —yet under
~ current law, those workers are condemned to live in a massive,
v .undocumented economy Many of them l|ve in fear, and are often -
o explorted o , |

So | have proposed reforms that will match wrlllng forelgn workers feiay

‘with willing American employers . grant legal status to temporary workers
already in the country, provrded they have a job ... and increase the
number of men and women on the path to Amerrcan crtlzenshlp 1 believe
this proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed

‘workers to come into the country under an honest, orderly, regulated

. system. ‘This proposal is humane, because it wouId lift millions of . .

?hardworklng people out of the shadows of Amencan llfe ThlS proposal :




reflects the lnterests and the best values: of our country, and Congress

~ should pass it into law.

As a citizen and governor of Texas, | saw the many contributions of

_Latinos to our economy and our culture. As president and commander in

chief, | have seen another great contribution. Some 85,000 Latinos have

- served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.-

More than 100 have given their lives, and many others have been injured in
combat. . ,

- Earlier this year, | had the privilege of meeting Master Gunnery

‘Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean. Sergeant Denogean is an immigrant from

Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Last spring he
was wounded in combat in Irag. When he got home for treatment, they

- asked him if he had any special requests. He had two: first, he wanted a
promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he

wanted to become an American citizen. | was privileged to be there, at the
Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he raised his right hand and took
the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be his commander-in-chief, and I'm
proud to call him a fellow C|t|zen : -

- Our country has been through some challenglng times in these past |

few years, but we are overcoming our challenges, thanks to the courage -

and character of men like this — and all who wear the uniform. We are

ready to meet new challenges, and to seize new opportumtres And as

always, America Iooks to the future wrth confidence.

| Once again, | appreciate the good work‘ of LULAC,V and of your
members and leadership. Thank you all very much, and God bless you.

Thank you very much. Muchos gracias.

God bless you all, and may God bless the’United States.

Dréfted by: Marc Thressen Office of Speechwntlng
‘ Office: 202/456-2170 ‘
Cell:| (e |
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~ Remarks via ‘Satelite to the League of Unlted Lat|n Amerlcan Cltlzens PRI

~ Annual Conventlon ,

 Thursday, July 8, 2004 '

~ Draft#6

, Thank you all. I apprecrate the invitation to take part in your
celebration of the 75™ anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speak to
members of Amerlca S oldest leading Latino crvrl nghts organlzatlon

| Your commltments to freedom, and entrepreneurshlp, and the values
of famllla y fe are helping to make our society stronger. And those
commitments deserve the recognition and respect of all Americans. You :

g ; ~and | share the same goal: We will keep working to make this nation a -

- welcoming place for Hlspanlc people and a land of opportumty for aII who | |
8 caII Amerlca home : '

: I'm grateful to [X] for the mtroductlon and | thank the Ieadershlp of
LULAC for the fine work they do every day.] .

S Amenca is the nation of the open door Every generatlon of our .
hlstory has brought new |mm|grants -and those immigrants have brought" ‘

o great strengths. When men and women arrive here ready to work hard,
" care for their families, and honor the law, they make our country more, not

less Amencan ‘In the United States, our aspirations matter more than our-

~ origins. And my administration is committed to a basic pnncnple El Sueno :

. Americano es para todos. The Amerlcan dream belongs to all, and all
deserve a chance to achleve it. . : :

, Success in America depends on personal effort And | belleve that

~compassionate government policies should encourage and reward that -

. effort. An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the
spirit of enterprise, and treat immigrants and guest workers with fairness

‘and respect. Our country has made progress inall these areas, and we

_ ,mtend to do more. . :

g The first commltment of an opportunlty soaety is a good public school
" in every neighborhood. To succeed and rise in the world, a student must
- know the basics of reading and math. Parents are entitled to expect these
| 'basrcs and every school has a duty to teach them | .




Too many chlldren in Amencan have been shuffled through the

! _ system without learning essential skills - including many boys and glrls '
~ from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the
bureaucracy But when it comes to our fundamental obllgatlon to chlldren |
- there is no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — -and that i is -
~whyl proposed and srgned the No Child Left Behind Act. This good law
- hasincreased federal money for schools most in need — a 41 percent
' increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to
- measure performance of all students — including the so-called hard to
| f:educate We want to make sure every child can read and write and add e
- and subtract So we are measuring math and readlng comprehensmn - ;;_'ff o
L and we are gettmg results : . L

Earller this year the Councrl of Greater Crty Schools released a study " f_ S

~on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. The study - .
.~ examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of

SO "those schools showed lmprovement in both readlng and math scores
.. -.among Hispanic students. That is substantial progress, and we need to
- keep working tobring about more. When politicians criticize testing and

- high standards, they are doing a disservice to schools and to students. -
j 'f[?}"lnstead of undermining standards in our schools, we are strlvrng to. meet
Pl ‘those standards in every part of America. We have made a promise to _ e
s '_-lmprove the nation’s publlc schools and we are dellverlng on this promlse 5_', A

The second commltment of an opportunlty socuety is a healthy, g

R growrng economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new
-~ people. That starts with a respect for the earnlngs of taxpayers. We have
.~ given relief to every person who pays: federal income taxes, by leaving
~~ more money in their hands to spend save, or invest. Taxreliefhasalso
~helped mllllons in Amenca who run sole proprletorshlps and pay at the e

;mdlwdual rate ' : SN : o

. We are seelng the results across thrs country Amenca has now had i
i “ten consecutlve months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August our
BT feconomy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is lower.,g P
o 'than the average rate ln the 19703 19803 and 1990s ' : B

We re also seerng the results of tax rellef in the Hlspanlc communlty N = -

where the entrepreneurial tradition is so strong. Latino businessesare
e among the nation’s fastest growmg, expandlng at twrce the rate of all other



businesses. Latinos now own some 1.4 million businesses in America —

~more than any other minority group. Our economy is stronger, and our
“society is better off, because Hispanic-owned businesses are thrrvmg and .
- creatlng jObS across the country. - ’

For the sake of workers and entrepreneurs we need to keep thls
~economic expansion going strong. And so | have set forth a pro-growth.
' agenda. Because small businesses create most of the new jobs in

' America; we should protect them from needless federal regulation. We

should put an end to junk and frivolous lawsuits — because you can't be
pro-small business and pro-trial lawyers at the same time. We needto
- control the costs of health care by giving people better access through
Association Health Plans and tax-free health savings accounts, and by |
passing national medical liability reform. We need to pass sound energy
legislation, to modernize our electricity grid, and make America less

s ~ dependent on foreign sources of energy. We need to knock down trade

barriers, and open up new markets for American products — because:
America’s entrepreneurs and workers can compete anywhere in the world.
" And we need to create certainty in the tax code. Tax relief has unleashed
‘the entrepreneurial spirit in this country. But the tax cuts we passed are .
scheduled to expire — and for the sake of American workers and famllres

e we should make the tax relief permanent.

- The thrrd commitment of an opportunlty society is a policy of fairness
and justice toward those who have come to America to live and work. Our
country must confront a basic fact: Some of the jobs being generated in our

growing economy are not being filled by American citizens. These jobs

- represent an opportunity for workers who come in from abroad — yet under

current law, those workers are condemned to live in a massive,
- undocumented economy ~Many of them live in fear and are often |
explorted

So | have proposed reforms that will match wrlllng foreign workers

- with willing American employers ... grant Iegal status to temporary workers
“already in the country, provided they have a job .. . and increase the

“number of men and women on the path to Amerrcan citizenship. | believe
this proposal is good for the economy, because it would allow needed
workers to come into the country under an honest, orderly, regulated
system. This proposal is humane, because it would lift millions of
hardworking people out of the shadows of Amerrcan Ilfe This. proposal



reflects the interests and the best values of our country, and Congress
L should pass it unto law.

As a citizen and governor of Texas, | saw the many contributions of
*Latinos to our economy and our culture. As president and commander in
~chief, | have seen another great contribution. Some 85,000 Latinos have =

~ served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqr Freedom..
. More than 100 have given their lives, and many others have been |njured in

combat. : _ _ |

Earlrer thls year I had the prlvrlege of meetlng Master Gunnery

- Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean Sergeant Denogean is an’ |mm|grant from :
- Mexico who has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years. Lastspringhe =

- was wounded in combat in Iraq. When he got home for treatment, they ‘

- asked him if he had any special requests. He had two: first, he wanted a

_promotion for the corporal who had helped to rescue him. Second, he
wanted to become an American citizen. | was privileged to be there, at the
 Bethesda Naval Medical Center, the day he raised his right hand and took
~ the oath of citizenship. I'm proud to be hrs commander-m-chref and 'm.

f proud to call hrm a fellow crtlzen :

, Our country has been through some challenglng trmes in these past

~ few years, but we are overcoming our challenges, thanks to the courage
~and character of men like this — and.all who wear the uniform. We are -

ready to meet new challenges, and to seize new opportunrtles And as

~ always, Amerrca looks to the future with confidence. i

. Once agarn | appreciate the good work of LULAC and of \ your _
? members and Ieadershrp Thank you aII very much, and God bless you..

Thank you very much Muchos gracras

God bless you all, and may God bless the Unrted States

- Drafted by: Marc Thiessen, Office of Speechwntrng
o Office: 202/456-2170 -
Cell:|  (©ye)
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- Remarks via Satellite to the League of United Latin American Citizens
 AnnualConventon . o AT
 Thursday, July82004
Draft#8: . ... ¢ i DR e e :
' Thank you all. | appreciate the invitation to take partinyour ~ .
. celebration of the 75" anniversary of LULAC, and I'm honored to speakto
\‘ members of America’s oldest leading Latino civil rights organization. P

. Your commitments to freedom, and entrepreneurship, and thevalues =~
. of familia y fe are helping to make our society stronger. And those AT
- commitments deserve the recognition and respect of all Americans. You
_and | share the same goal: We will keep working to make this nationa -~~~
- welcoming place for Hispanic people — and a land of opportunity forallwho -~
call America home. R R ST e

" ['mgrateful to [X] for the introduction, and | thank the leadershipof
- LULAC for the fine work they do every day.] T ¥

. : .,Amérj-caié_ the nation of the open door. Every generation of our
- history has brought new immigrants — and those immigrants have brought
~ great strengths. When men and women arrive here ready to work hard, =
care for their families, and honor the law; they make our country more, not
~less American. In the United States, our aspirations matter more than‘our A
~+ origins. And my administration is committed to a basic principle: El Suefio . . = -
~ Americano es para todos. The American dream belongs to all, andall :
~ _deserve a chance to achieve it. SR bt b e

- . Success in America depends on personal effort. And | believe that

' compassionate government policies should encourage and reward that
- effort. An opportunity society must educate every child, encourage the -
. spirit of enterprise, and treat immigrants and guestworkers with faimess =~ =
~ and respect. Our country has made progress in al these areas, and we' |
~intendtodomore.  lempormry

~ The first commitment of an opportunity society is a good public school
in every neighborhood. To succeed and rise in the world, a student must -
know the basics of reading and math. Parents are 'erititled to expect these - :

- basics, and every school has a duty to-teach them.



© 07/07/04 ' 14:09 FAX . -~ OPD

" Too many children in American have been shuffled through the

.. system without learning essential skills — including many boys and girls -

" from immigrant families. And for years, we only heard excuses from the Ch
~ bureaucracy. Butwhen it comes to our fundamental obligation to children,
" there is no excuse for failure. | believe every child can learn — and that is
~ why | proposed and signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This good law
 has increased federal money for schools most in need —a 41 percent =

~increase over the last three years. In return, we are requiring schools to

- measure performance of all students — including the so-called hardto — ., s
. educate. We-wantto-make-surégvery child can réad and write and add
R, 4\5@5§thract.' So we are measuring math and reading comprehension—

liav;nd».,‘w_e are‘v“ge_ttln.g results.  \But T knew ,

Earlier this year, the Council of Greater City Schools released a study
~ on progress since the No Child Left Behind Act went into effect. The study
~  examined 67 urban school districts, and found that more than two-thirds of
. " those schools showed improvement in both reading and math scores =
- ~among Hispanic students. Thatis substantial progress, and we needto.
~ keep working to bring about more. When politicians criticize testing and
~ high standards, they are doing a disservice to schools and to students.
“Instead of undermining standards in our schools, we are striving to meet
‘those standards in every part of America. We have made a promiseto - .
“improve the nation’s public schools, and we are delivering on this promise. -

- . The second commitment of an opportunity society is a healthy,
*growing economy in which entrepreneurs can risk, and build, and hire new
~people. That starts with a respect for the earnings of taxpayers. We have

~ given relief to every person who pays federal income taxes, by leaving

“more money in their hands to spend, save, or invest. Tax relief has also’

~ helped millions in America who run sole proprietorships, and pay at the RN

- individual rate. - RN DR

T " We are seeing the results across this country. America has now had
_ten consecutive months of uninterrupted job growth. Since last August, our -
~.economy has added 1.5 million jobs. The unemployment rate today is Io'rv’v‘er‘ :

~than the average rate in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s.

o We’re also seeing the results of tax relief in the Hispanic community,
- where the entrepreneurial tradition is so strong. Latino businesses are

.~ .among the nation’s fastest growing, expanding at twice the rate of all other

© 410037003 :
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