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New York Times
Aug. aa ;1469

The Black Poor Are Different

By Roger Wilking

WASHINGTON

! all the preblems on the -

Y racial landscape, nane
g\ scems  harder  than
i helping the pcople
called the ‘‘black un-
Ry dcrclass.” Some con-
ervatives argue against policies
imed al a specific race and instead
or pregrams targeled at the poor
:enerally. This view is erraneous,

No matter how much more polili-
ally palatable general programs
night be, lhe black poor need pro-
Tams designed specifically for them
ecause some of the black poor are
lifferent. | speak primarily of the
yaor in single-parent homes, particu-
arly thase in which the parenls them-
:elves are no more Lthan children,

The most urgent task is (o regener-
ite families deep in the inner clties,
Vhile employment, early-childhood

:ducation and child-care programs

ire crilical parts of such an effart, it

s essential that the public schools be-

same the focus of specilic remedies.

1 do not mean that the black poor
re different in the eyes of God ar
hat they dilfer [rorn olher classes or
-aces at birth in their innate poten-
jal. 1 do mean that the racially in-
‘licted economic, cultural and psy-
shological damage they, sulfer is
smique and hideously destructive and
-equires specially tailored remedies.

The inner-city poor are poor be-
sause they have been scarred more
jeeply by the legacy of slavery than
:he rest of us. Racism has always
jurl some blacks more than ethers.
At the time of the Revolution, some
dlacks were free, lilerate and living

,in Boston; others were little better
than beasts of burden and sexual

-hatrel in South Carolina.

Some blacks came North before
Emanclpatlon and athers were
slammed back inwo semislavery dur-
ing and especially after Reconstrue-

tion. Some of their descendants re-

mained illiterate peasants in the
South in the sixth and even seventh
decades of this century. They were
driven off the land by the mechaniza-
tionof agriculture,

When they got to the major clijes,
millions of the unskilled jobs that the
underclasses from Europe and
earlier black émigrés from the South
had used as ladders 1o the middle
class were disappearing. Somce sur-
vived this transition while others be-
came disoriented and redundant in
the cities’ hard and dirly backwalers.

It is the children and grandchildren
of these leflover Americans that Dr.
Sainuel D, Proctar, the retired pastaor
of the Abyssinian Baptist Church,
mentioned when [ asked what the big-
gest lesson of his years in Harlern had
been, He said, “"Children without par-
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. ents,” referring to babies born lo
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They need
special
help.

F

mothers who are still children.
"*Being born withoul parents s like
being born withous skin.”

Economically superfluous people
engulfed by socielal opprobrium, en-
vironmental ugliness and culwural
desolalion experience the same sense
of futurelessness Lhat people under
wartime bombardment da. They live
under constant stress. Many do not
play by the rules generated by people
for whom the socicty warks. Not ali of
them can deler gratificalion, sexual
or otherwise, for a good future that
everything they know tells them will
hever ¢come. '

Drugs serve as an economic plat-
form for some and psychological es-
cape for others. So family, which can-
nects generations Lo values, to discl-
pline, 10 hope, disintegrates. Children
born inlo this chaos are victims at
birth and on their way te becoming
societal burdens or menaces at 15,

1f these children are Lo be saved, we
must find ways to nurse health back
into [amilies in the inner cities, where
family disintegration is ripping black

. culture apart, putting an enormous

segment of Lhe black fulure at risk.

That means, in part, finding ways
10 reconstitule community resources,
which have been severely weakened
by middleclass emigration {rom the
inner cities. -

It is for this reason that 1 stress
adding social-service programs Lo
schools. This would enable schools,

which would then have comact with -

parents, to teach better; in addition,
the schoels wauld also berome cen-

ters of the community for the chil- |

dren they serve and their parents and
grandparents.

Many inner-city chlldren have a
lone parent and need more stabllity
and educational support {rom home.
Their parents alsa need help in
becoming capable adults who can
provide help with education .

The elemencary schools these chil-
dren attend need to be augmented
with multipurpose family service
centers to help meet these needs, The
parents could get substanmial per-
sonal support {rom trained counse-
lors, group therapy and the knowl-
edge that in their barren neighbor-
hood there was not only a place dis-
pensing services but also providing a
real source of communal life,

The essentizl element is 1o provide

a focal point for family reconstruc¢-
tion at the critical juncwre where
children might be saved, parents
sirengthened and the downward rush
of generations of damage reversed.0
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