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State of the Union Address |

January 29, 2002
Draft #33 = -

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEXE

&

| Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney,

~ Members of Congress, distinguished

guests, and fellow citizens:
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As we gather tonight, our Nation is at

| war‘,‘ our economy is in recession, and the
civilized world faces unprecedenfed

- dangers. Yet the st‘ate 'of‘ouk Union has

never been stronger.

We last met in an hour of shock and

suffering.

Preservation Copy




3

| 'in four sho»rt months, ou\r Nation has
comforted the victims . .. begun torebulld

New York and the Pentagon .. ralieda

rid the world Qf t’housand‘é"of terrorists ... |

destroyed Afghanistan:’s terrorist ti"ainivnjg .

~ camps .. saved a people from starvation

“and freed a country from brutal oppression. |

Prese-wationCopy

3




| 4
The American flag flies again over our

~embassy in Kabul [KAH-buhI]. Terrorists
- who once occupied Afghanistan now
occupy cells at Guantanamo Bay. And
 terrorist Ieéders who urged fbllowers‘to
sacrifice their lives are ruhning for their .'

~own.
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America and Afghanistan are now allies

against terror ... we will be partners in
rebuilding that cou‘ntry .. and this evening
o we Welcome‘ the distinguished interim |
leader of a liberated Afghanistan: Chairman

" Hamid [hah-MED] Karzai.
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6 |
The last time we met in this chamber,

the mothers and daughters ,_of Afghahistan
were Ca'ptives in/their own h QmeS';,,'

- forbidden from working or going to thool.
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Today women are free, and are part of |

Afghanistan’s new government, and we

welcome the new Minister of Women's

Aff_airs, Doctor Simé [SEE_mUh]Sarﬁair' |

[suh-MAR].
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Our progress | is a tribute to the spirit of

the Afghan people, to the resolve of our

coalition, and to the might of the United

‘States military. When | called our troops
into action, | diﬂd so with complete |

* confidence in their courage and skill —and |
tonight, thanks fo them, we are winning the

war against terror..
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The men an‘d WQme'nof our,a-rmed forces
have delivered 3 message now clear to
every enemy of the United Statesﬁ‘ Even
.seVé_n thousand miles away, acrdss OCeans
“and continents, on mountaintops and in
CéVéS]— you Wiil not esCape Athe justice of

this Nation.
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For rhany Americans, these fou_r months
'havé brought sorroW, and pain that will |
" never completely gdaway. Everydaya
retired firefighter returns to Grouhd Zero, to
 feel closer to his two sons who died there.
.. At a‘ rhemorialin New York, a little boy left

’hjé‘,.‘fOOtbaII with a note for his lost father:
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“Dear Daddy, Please take this to Heaven. |

don’t want to play football until | can play
with you again someday.” Last month, at
the grave of her husband, Micheal, a CIA'
officer and Marine who died in Mazér—e .
Sharif,‘ Shannon Spann [span] said these’
words VI-IOf farewell: “Semper Fi, my love.”

* Shannon is with us tonight.
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| 12 |
Shannon | assure you and all who have

lost a Ioved one that our cause is just, and
our Country WI|| never forget the debt we

| owe I\/Iroheal and aII who gave the|r lives for

freedom. .

Preservation Copy



“Our cause is just, and it continues. Our

| discc)veries in Afghanistan confirmed our
‘worst fears, and show us the true scope of
 the task ahead. We have seen the depth of
our Venem’ies" hatred in.videbs where they
laugh about the loss of innocent life. And
the depth of their hatred is eq'.ualéd by the

madness of the destruction they design.

- | ' Pr%esewatﬁmé @@p}é.
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‘We have found diagrams of American

| nuclear poWer plants and public’wa_te,r
fac’i_litieé ... detailed instructions for making
| -’chemi‘cal_weap'on's surveillance maps of
American cities, and thorough d_esc-ri,p'tipns B
of lahdma-rks in America andthroughoutthe |

“world.”

14
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What we have found in Afghanistan '
Cohfi‘rms that — far from ending there —our
war against terror is only beginning. Most of
the 119 men Who hijaCked planes on '
September Tk were trained in
Afghanistan’scamps —and so were tens of

thousandSof bfthei’S.
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| 16
Thousands of dangerous Killers, schooled
in the methods of murder, often S}Upported |
by outlaw regimes, are now 'svpread

throughout the world like ticking time bombs

— set to go off without warning. |
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" Thanks to the work of our law

enfo'r_cement officials and coalition par’tners,
hundre'd‘s‘o"f ,terrori,StS‘;have been arrested ...
| yettens of thousands’ipf trained terrorists

are still at large. o
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These enemies view the entire world asa
battlefield, and we must -purSUe them
) wherever they are.SQ .Iong as traihing
“ camps operate, so long as nations harbor
terro.rists, freedom is at risk — and America
‘ énd our allies must not, and will not, allow

it
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Our Nation will continue to be steadfast,

and patient, and persistent in the pursuit of
two great objectives. First, we will shut
- down terrorist camps, disrupt terrOrist plans,

and bring terrorists to justice. :
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Second, we must prevent the terrorists and

regimes who seek chemical, biological, or
nuclear weapons from threatening the

United States and the world.
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~ Our military has put the terror training

Camps, of Afghanistan out of business, yet
Cam'ps S‘tilli ex'islt in é‘t"‘least a dozen

countries.
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A terrorist underworld — including groups

like Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, and

Jaish-i-Mohammed [JYE-shee mo-HA-med]

— operates in remote jungles and deserts,

and hides in the centers of large cities.
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~ While the most visible military action is

~in Afghanistan, Amerioa .isaoting
elsewhere. We now have troopsinthe
Ph|||pp|nes helplng to train that Country S
armed forces to go after terrorlst cells that
have exeouted an Amenoan and still hold» |

hostages. B
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Our soldiers, working with the Bosnian

govemment, seized terrorists who were
plotting to bomb our embassy. Our navy is
patrolling the coast of Africa to block the

| 's»hipment of weapons and the

establishment of terrorist camps in Somalia.
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My hope IS that all natlons will heed our

, »caII and ellmlnate the terrorlst parasites
wh‘Q ;th,reateh the|r Countr}ies, and our own.
Ma‘n‘ynatidns‘are\acting forcetully. Pakistan o
isnow c:racking,down on terror, and |
admire the leadership of PreSident .

MuSharraf.
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BUtSome governments will be timid in the

face of terror. And make no mistake: If they

do not act, America will.

~ Our second goal is to prevent'regimes' |
- that sponsor terror from threatening
America or our friendsvand _aIIies with

weapons of mass destruction.

. preservationGepy
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Some of these regimes have been

pretty quiet since September 11™. But we
~ know their true nature. North Koreaisa
~ regime arming with missiles and weapons
of mass desfruction, w;\hi_le starving/its

citizens.
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Iran aggressively pursues these |

weapons and exports terror, while an
unelected few repress the Iranian people’s

hope for freedom.
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Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility

- toward America and to support terror. The
Iragi regime has plotted to develop anthrax,
and nerve gas, and -nu'CIearWeapons for

over a decade.
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- This is a regime that has already used
~ poison gas to murder thousands of its own
citizens — leaving the bodies of mothers
huddled over their dead children. This is a ‘
| regime that agreed to international '

, insp’ections—v'then kicked out the

[inspectors. This is a regime that has

something to hide from the ci_ViIiz_ed wOrId’.-_ o
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~ States like these, and their terrorist

allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to
 threaten the peace of the world. By seeking
weapons of'mass destruction, these o
regimespose a gr'ave“ and growing danger.
| They Could provnde these arms to terr'orlsts |
g|V|ng them the means to match thelr

hatred.
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They could attack our allies or attempt {0

blackmail the United States. In any of these
~ cases, the price of indifference would be

catastrophic.
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- We will Wt)rk closely with our coalition to 5

deny terrorists and their state sponsors the
materials, teéhndlogy, ahdexpertise to
'maké énd deliver weapons of mass
de'Strubtion’.’ We will develop and deploy
eﬁectivemissile defénses to prote'ct -

America and our allies from sudden attack.
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And all nations should know: America will

do what is necessary to ensure our Nation’s

- security.
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We will be deliberate, yet time is not on o

our side. | will not wait on events, while

- ,qangers gather.xl‘will not sta'nd by, as peril
draws closer and closer. The Unitedv States
of America Wi»ll’ not permit the world’s rhOst
dangerous regimes to threaten us with the

world’s most destructive weapons.
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Our war on terror is well begun, but it is

only begun. This campaign may not be
finished on our watch — yet it must be and it

will be waged on our watch.
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- We fcannot stop short. If we stopped

no,wf“r;—';Ié’ayii"ngf .terror camps intact and terror
states unchecked — our sense of security _' |
“would be false and temporary. History has

~ called America and our allies to action, and

it is both our responsibility and our privilege

to fight freedOm’s fight.
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Our first priority must alWays be the

~ security of our Nation, and that will be
feﬂectedin the budget I send to Congréss.
My budget supports three great goals for
America: We will win this war, we wil
'protect our homeland, and we will revive

our economy.
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- September 117 brought out the best in

America, and the best in this Congress, and

I'join the American people in ap'plauding

~ your unity and resolve. Now Americans

deserve to have this same spirit directed

to‘ward“addréssing probiems here at home.

' Preservation Copy

39




| 40
| am a proud member of my party — yet as

~ we act to win the war, protect our people,
and create jobs in America, we must act
first and foremost not as Republicans, not

as Democrats, but as Americans.
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It costs a lot to fight this war. We have

| Speht more than a billion dollars a mohth —
~ over 30 million dollaréa day — and we must
be prepared for future operations.
Afghanistan proved that _expensi'v_e ‘
precision weapons defeat the enemy and
'spare innocent lives, ‘and we need mbre of

| them.
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We need to replace aging aircraft and make

our military more agile to put our troops
anywhere in the world quickly and safely.
Our men énd women in uniform deSel»’ve‘
‘the best weapons, the best equipment, and
the best training — and they also deserve

another pay raise.
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My budget includes the largest increase in

defense spending in two decades ...
because while the price of freedom and
“security i‘shigh, it is never too high —

| whéteVér |t ,Cost"isv to defend our country, we

Wi“ip‘a)’it;. L S ‘

Prese?vation Copy

43



| 44
The next priority of my budgetistodo
everything possible to protect our citizens
- and Strengthen our Nation against the'
ongoing threat of another attack._ Time and
distance from the events of September 11"
will not make us safer unless we act on its
lessons. America is no longer protected bY

vast oceans.
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- Weare perect”ed from attack only by

Vifgorous action abroad, and increased

vigilance at home.
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: Myb‘udget nearly doublés funding for a
sustained strategy bf homeland security,
‘ -foouse.d on four key areas: bioterrorism,
- emergency reSpo’nse, airport and border |
security, and improved intelligence. We will
| develop‘vaccines to fight anthrax and other |

deadly diseases.
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We will increase funding tb help statesvand
'comm_unities train and equip ,ourv heroic ’
v police and firefighters. We will improve
infelligenc’e c;ollection_ énd sharing, expand
~ patrols at our borders, étrengthen the

| seb‘urity of air travel, and ‘use technology to
track the arrivals and departures Of Visito'rs

~ to the United States.
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Homeland security will make America,

not Only stronger, but in many ways better.
Knowledge gained from bioterrorism ’
~ research will improve public health'ﬂ.'..
stronger police and fire departments will
- mean safer neighborhoods Ny fstriolter '
} borde‘r“eﬂforcementlwi”helpcombat illegal |

drugs.
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- And as government works to better

seCUreoUi’ hemelehd | America will continue
, to depend on the eyes and ears of alert

Cltlzens A few days before Christmas, an -
airline flight attendant spotted a passenger |

lighting a match. _
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' The crew and passengers quickly subdued

the man, who had b‘een trained by al-Qaida,
ahd was armed with explosives. The people
* on that airplane were alert, and as a r»es'ult_.,”'
likely saved nearly 200 lives — and tonight
\;ve welcome and thahk flight attendanfs
'H(ermis [air-mees] Moutardier [moo—t'ar—de}e-,

ay] and Christina Jones.
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~ Once we have funded our national
security and our hOmeIand seCUrity, the
fihal great priori'ty of my budget is economic

security for the American people.
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" To achieve these great national objectives

- —to win the war, protect the homeland, and
revitalize our economy - our budget will run
a deficit that will be Small and short term so
long as Congress restrains spending and

acts in a fiscally responsible way.
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‘We haveoleer priorities and we must act at

home Wlth the same purpose and resolve
we have shown overseas We will prevall in

the war, and we will defeat this recession.
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Americans who have lost theirjobs need

our help a_nd | support extending
unemployment benefits, and direct
assistance for health Car\e, coverage. Yet |
American workers want more than
uhemployment checks _ they Want 3 steady

'paycheck.,
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When America works, America prospers, so |

my economic security plan can be su_mmed

up in one word: jobs.
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Good jobs begin with good schools —

‘and here we’ve made a fine start.
Republicans and Democrats worked
together t'o» achieve historic education
reform so no child in America will be left

behind.
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| was *prQu‘d,to work with Members of both

pa rties — \C hairman John Boehner and
Congressmah George Mil‘ler, Senator Judd
Gregg — and | was SO proud of our work I‘
even had nice thingsj to say about my friend

Ted Kennedy.
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“The folks at the Crawford coffee shop

couldn’t quite believe it — but our work on

this bill shows what is possible if we set

~aside posturing and focus on results.
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~ There is more to do. We needto

' - prepare our children to read and succeed in |
“school with improved Head Start and early
| childhoo.d‘ development programs. We must

| upgrade ou; teacher colleges and téacher_ |
1training andvlaun"Ch a major recruiting drivg i
with a great goal for America: a quality

teacher in every:.c,laSSrdom_; T
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“Good jobs also depend on reliable and

“affordable energy. This Congress must act
tb encourage conservation, promote

technology, build infrastructure, and it must
aCt to inCrease energy 'production, at home

so America is less dependent on foreign oil.
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Good jobs depend on expanded trade.

Selling into new markets creates new jobs,
so | ask Congress-‘t'o'fihally approve Trade
| Promotion Authority. On’ these two key
issues, trade Wa'hd energy, the House of .
Representatives has acted to creéte jobs - |
“and | urge the Senate to pésS this

Iegisla‘tion.'
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~Good jobs depend on sound tax policy.

Last yeér', some in this ;‘haIIvthought my tax ,
relief plan was too small — and some '
thought it was too big. But whén those -‘
~checks arrived in the mail, most Amevrig:}a‘ns B

thc’)ug-htvtax relief Was"j‘uvsk-t= about right. |
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Congress istened to the people and

' responded by reducing tax rates, doubllng
’the Chlld Credlt and ending the death tax

For the sake of long-term growth and to
help Americans pl’an for the fu..ture:,- let's

make these tax cuts permanent.
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| The_Way out of this recession, the way

to create jobs,'is to grbw the economy by
encouraging in\\/estmént in factories and | o
| équipment, and by speeding up féx relief so
people have more money {0 épend. Forthe
~ sake of American workers, let’s pass a

stimulus package.
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Good jobs must be the aim of welfare

reform. As we re-authorize these important.
reforms, we must always remember the
goal is to reduce dependency on
‘government and offer every American the

dignity of a job.
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Americans know economic security can

vanish in an instant without health security.
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| ask Congress to join me this year to enact

* a Patients’ Bill of Rights ... to give

‘ uninsured workers credits to help buy

~ health coverage ... to approve an historic '

increase in spending for veterans’ health ...

and to give séniors a sound and modern
Medicare system thaAt‘ includes Covefége for

prescription drug's_ Ll
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A good job ShOU‘_Id lead to security in

retirement. | ask Congress to e'h'acf‘ne*w -
safeguards for 401(k) and pension plansv,
because employees who have worked hafd
and sav’ed’ "a)II their\ lives should not have to

risk losing ev‘erything if their company fails.
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Through stricter accounting standards and

tougher disclosure requiremen‘ts,' corporate
America must be made more':accou'ntable
to employees and Sharehdlders anid _held'to

the highest standa”rd_s of éondu‘;Cti.v: ‘
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- Retirement security also depends upon

 keeping the commitments of Social Security

— and we will. We must make Social
Security financiallly stable and allow
*pe'rsonal' retirement accounts for younger' -

- workers who choose them.
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Members, you and | will work togetherin

the months ahead on other issues:
productive farm policy ... a cleaner . ‘

| thironment ... broader home 'ownérship,.
especially ~among minorities ... and ways to
encourage the good work of 'Chari,t~ies and

faith-based groups;;" o |

Preservation Copy



72
| ask you to jdi'n' me oh th_efse’iﬂmportant .

“domestic issues in the same spirit of

cooperation we have applied to our war

against terrorism.
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 During these last few months, | have

been humbled and privileged to see the
true character of this country in a time of
testing. Our enemies bel‘ievved America was
‘weak and material‘istic, that we would -
‘splivnter in. fear and selfishness. ‘Théywere |

as wrong as they are evil.
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‘The American people have respon»ded_

a magnificently, with Courage and
Compa‘ssi‘on, strength and resolve. As I
have met the heroes, hugged the families,
and looked into the tired faces of rescuers, I

have stood in awe of the_America’n people._“'
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'And | hope you will join me in

expreSsi'ng thanks to one Americanyf’o"r the
 strength, and calm, and comfort she brings
to our Nation in crisis: our First Lady, Laura

Bush.
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None of us would ever wish the evil that

‘was done 'on Septembler1 1" ye’tafter’v |
.' América was éttacked, it was as if our
entire 00untry looked into a mirror, and saw
our better selves. We ‘wevre réminded that
| we are citizens, with obligations to veach

other, to our country, and to history.
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- We began to think He'ss'of-the goods we can

accumulla'te, and more about thegood we

can do.
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~ For too long our culture has said, “If it

feels good, do it.” Now America is

| embracing a new ethic a"nd, a new creed:
~ “Let's roll.” In the sacrifice of soldiers, the
fierce brotherhood of firefighters, and the
Bravery and generosity ofordinarycitizens,
We have glimpsed whét a new ’Cultuvre of

responsibility Couvld ook like.
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We want to be a Nation that serves goals

larger than self. We have been offered a

unique opportunity, and we must hot let this

moment pass.
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My call tonight is :for every American to

commit at least two yealrsv—'f’our thousand
hours over the rest of yo_ur lifetime — to the

‘'service of your neighbors and your Nation.

~Many are a-Iready'servihg and | thank
you. If you aren’t sure how to help, I've got’i

a good place to start.
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~ To sustain and extend the best that has

emerged in America, | invite you to join the

new USA Freedom Corps. The Freedom ’
- Corps will focus on three areas of need:
responding in case of crisis at home,

o rebuilding our Communities; andeXtending

American compassién throughout the

world.
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One purpose of the USA Freedom |

Corps will be homeland security. America
‘needs retired doctors and n-urseSWho Ca»h
bé vmobilized in major emergencies ...
volunteers "to help police and fire
departments ... transportation and u‘yt.ility

- workers'well-trained..in ‘s‘potting danger.
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Our -COUntry also needs citizens working

to rebuild our communities. We need
mentors to love children, especially children
~ whose parents are in prison, and we need

more talented teachers in troubled schools.
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USA Freedom Corps will expand and
improve the go'odeffor’ts\'Of AmeriCorps and |
~Senior Corps to recruit more than 200,000

‘new volunteers.
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~ And America needs citizens to extend
the compassion of our oountry to every part
of theworld. So we will renew the promise
of the Peace Corps, double itsvolunteers .
over the next five years and ask it to Jom a
new effort to encourage development and |
eduoation, and opportunlty in the Islamic ‘

world.
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This time of adversity offers a unique

moment of opportunity _ a moment we
must seize to Change our culture. ThrOUgh
the gathering momentum ofmillionsof’acts
~of service énd decency and kindness, |
know: We can overcome eV|I Wlth greater

goovd.
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And we have a great opportunity during

this time of war to lead the world toward "t'hé
values that will bring lasting peace. All

| fathers and ﬁf\others, ih all_ societies, want |
their children to be educéted and live free

from poverty and violence.
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No'people on éarth yearn to be Oppre.SSed, ;

or aspire to servitude, or eagerly await the |

* midnight knock of the secret police.
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- If anyone doubts ‘this,.le’”t them look to

Afghanistan, where thelslémic“s_t[g@j” o
greeted the fall of tyranny‘with song and
celebration. Let the skeptics look to Islam’s
. oW’h rich history — with its centuries of -

learning, and tolerance, and progress.
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Am‘eri'\ca will lead by defending liberty
ahd justice béCause they are right and true
“and unChanging for all people everywhére. -
No nation owns these aspirations, and no

nation is exempt fro‘m them‘.*
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~ We have no intention of imposing our .
| culture — but America will aIWays stand firm
for the non-negotiable demands of human |
- dignity: the rule of law ... limits on the o
power of the state ... respect for women ... |
~ private property . free s,peeeh ... equal |

justice ... and religious tolerance.
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America will take the side of brave men

“and women who advocate these values

| a‘ro.und the world — including the Islamic
world — because we have a greater
objective than eliminating threats and

- containing resentment. We seek ajustand

~ peaceful world beyond the war on terror.
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~ In this moment of opportunity, a

Commondanger"iserasing oId rivalries.
America is working with Russia, China, and
India in ways we never have before to
achieve p'eace and’prosperity. Inevery
region, free markets and free trade and free

~ societies are proving t'heir power to lift lives.
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‘Together with friends and allies from |

Europe to Asia, from Africa to Latin
- America, we wil demonstrate that the
forces of terror cannot _Stbp the momentum

of freedom.
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" The last time | spoke here, | expressed.
the hope that life would return to normal. In
 some ways, it has. In others, it never will.
Those of us who have lived through these
“challenging times have vbe’en.v changed by
 them. Wé’ve Comé to know truths that we
| _WiII» never question:Einis real, and'it must

be opposed.
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96 |
Beyond all differences of race or creed, we

“are one country, mourning together and
facing danger together. Deep in the |
American Charactér, there is honor, and it is
stronger than cynicism. Many have .
discoveredagain, that even in tragedy — |

vesp_eoia’lly in tragedy — God is near.
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In a single instant, we realized that this

will be a decisive decade in the history ‘o.f
liberty — that we have been called oa

unique role in human events. Rarely has |

the worlld_ faced a choice m_or»e‘ dlear or

consequential.
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Our enemies send other pe\ople’s =

children on missions of suicide and murder.
- They embraoe tyranhy and deaith as a B
Cause and a creed. We __stand for a different
| oh0|oe made Iong ago on the dayof our |
’ foundlng We afﬂrm it agaln today We
choose freedom and the dlgnlty of every

Ilfe.
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‘Steadfast in our purpose, we now press N

~ on. We have known freedom’s price. We
have shown freedom’s power. And in this
| great conflict, my fellow Americans, we will

- see freedom’s victory.

- Thank you, and may God bless the

United States of Amej-r’icé._ e
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