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Faris, January 10, 1937.

Personal and

Dear Mr. President:

As Anne and I have just come from seeing the movie ver-
sion of "Green Pastures,” I feel sufficlently like that ex-
cellent negro God who was constently on the verge of wiping
mankind from the plenet, to write you about the state of
Europe.

I have thought and talked endlessly about ways and means
of stopping the deluge which is= approaching. I am still con-
vinced that the only possible method of stopplng it is through
direct negotiations between Paris and Berlin. But I am not
at =ll sure that such negotlatlions can succeed because 1 sus-
pect that the Eastern frontlers of Germany fixed by the Treaty
of Versallles remaln just as inecceptable to Germany as the
day they were decreed.

Philip

The Honorable
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



Philip Kerr, that 18 to say, Lord Lothlan, spent the
night before last with me. He is in close touch with the
Germans and knows Hitler. He is convinced that Hitler will
not accept peace except at the price of domination of Eastern
and Central Europe and the Balkans (Russla excluded as not
being part of Europe).

Kerr persconally would like to see Germany get that domi-
nation and is absolutely opposed to any armed interference
by England to prevent it. I do not know a single Frenchman,
however, who is ready to accept such a solution. Those French
who agree with Kerr in hls dlagnosls of the German attitude--
like Mandel and many other politiclans of the Right--draw the
conclusion that any attempt to reach reconcillation with Cer-
many through economic end finsnecisl concessions and limita-
tion of ermaments will merely strengthen Germany for the in-
evitable conflict. There is so much to be sald for that point
of view that it is difficult to argue agalnst 1t except on
the simple basis that to accept it 1s to render inevitable
an early war, esnd that there 1s a small chance that i1t may
be possible to reach & genuine reconcilistion with Germany.

Last night I had an intensely interesting conversatlon
with the Minister of Czechoslovekls who is Benes' right hand

man., He has just returned from Prague and he tells me in
the



the greatest confidence that Benes is attempting to get Ru-
mania and Yugoslavie to support him in urging France to at-
tempt to reach s direct understanding with Germany. He went
80 far as to say that Benes had decided that if France did
not do this, Czechoslovakia would immediately start to make
her own deal with Germany rather than walt to be crushed,

The erucial period will be the next elght months.
Lothian told me that he had hed a talk with Inskip just be-
fore leaving London and that Inskip had stated to him that
Great Eritain's air Program was much further advanced than
anyone suspected and that in about six months Great Britain
would be able to give a good account of herself in the air,
On the other hand, Great Britain eannot put & single division
on the continent at the present time--the only one aveilable
is now in Palestine--and 1if Germany makes war in the near
future, Great Britain will be able to do little more than
blockade Germany end use her alrplanes for defense. The
French army will be alone on the western front,

Blum end Delbos are still away on vacation and so is
Vienot, the Undersecretary of Forelgn Affairs. The absence
of these three men is the surest indication, ss I said to
Judge Moore over the telephone, that the French do not anti-
cipate war arising from the Present rumpus over Moroecco.

The conversation I had with Leger, which I telephoned in
detail
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detail to the Department end assume that you saw, seemed to
me to be equeally convineing on this point.

The single circumstance that gives me much hope 1s that
I hear constantly from people who have just come from Germany
that the Germans are beginning to be & blt frightened by the
forces now arrayed againat them. They seem to have begun
to realize that if they get into wer egainst an immense coa-
lition, the result will be the result of the Second Funile
War rather than the result of the First. OGermany will be
cut to plecea.

Osusky, the Czech Minlaster, seid that he end Benes had
precisely the seme idea that I have discussed with Blum and
wlth many others here, to wit, that Frence should attempt to
reach en sgreement with Germany by direct megotiations which
would couple, in one global egreement, limitation of armaments
and economic end financiel essistance.

Many of the Fremch cutslde the Cablnet have the same
idea in mind. Monick has Just written two more colossal memo=
randa, coples of which I enclose. As you will see from them,
he proposes the creation of internationsl trusts, organized
as the 3uez Canal Company 1s organized, for the delivery of
raw materiels to countries thet need them and for the placing

of finished products.

It
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It is, of course, an old scheme. I remember H. G. Wells
suggesting something similar in about 1908. The difficulty
is that the U. 8. A. and other countries would have to supply
eredits to Germany and Italy for the purchase of the raw ma-
terials and then would have to allocate markets to Germany
and Italy for the diatribution of the finished producta.

In other words, they would have to subsidize German com-
petition with their own products in the world marketas. I
cannot imagine our country or any other teking very kindly to
such a soclution.

The only chance that I.can see 18 the slim one that after
Francols-Poncet has done some preliminary work, Blum will be
able to take an encrmously high ground and come out with a
aweaping proposal for limitetion of armements and financial
and economic peace on the continent. That 1s to say, some
scheme which would be little short of the proposal for the
unification of Europe.

He would have the fullest support of Poland and the Scan-
dinavian States, Belgium, Holland, Czechoslovakla, Austria
and all the smaller countries of Europe with the exception of
Hungary and Bulgaria; but, as soon as he got down to detalls
the squabbles would become bitter and success would be lnor-

dinately difficult to achieve.

It



It would be especially difficult because the Soviet
Union and Ttely would do everything they could obliguely to
kill any such proposal, I am not certain what the British
would do. Sir George Clerk talks as if the British would
welcome real reconcilistion., But there are many indications
that the British want nothing of the sort. For example, read
the enclosed elipping from the LONDON TIMES of December 28,
1938,

I understand that the story emanated from the British
Embasey in Paris., The British got worried because Marcel
Knecht, Secretary General of the MATIN went to Berlin on a
plein mission of inquiry to find out if Germany might be in
a mood to megotlete with France. The mere fact that old
Bunsu-Varille sent Knecht put the British into such a state
of mind that they shot & torpedo of this sort.

With every day that passes I become more convinced (if
such & thing is possible) that the only policy for us is to
stay as far out of the mess es possible. As I have written
you befores, if Elum does manage to stert something that looks
promising and if he should need the assistance of & word from
you at a cruciasl moment, or some diplomatic non-entangling
assistance, you might well help him. But we should not at-
tempt to take the lead.



As I wrote to Judge Moore recently, we ought to make
it clear that the United Statea, like God, helps those who
help themselves,

I have heard from a large number of sources that the
Germens are much disturbed because their relations with us
are 8o bad and thet they ore thinking of replacing Luther at
an aarly date.

Georges Bonnet will go to Washington as French Ambas-
sador. You will, I think, dislike Bonnet. He is highly in-
telligent and well-versed in financlel and economic matters
but 1s not & man of character. You will remember that he was
the head of the French delegation at the London Ecomomic
Conference and that he led the personal attnakn on you until
I scared him to death in a certain gay and historie scene,

He now pretends to be a great friend, but he hss a shifty
eye.

A8 I told you over the tal;phuﬂu, we left Paris to spend
Christmas in the Sahars and came beck by way of Tunis. It
was & lovely trip and Tunis and Alglers remind me of Cali-
fornia in the yeer 1900. Incidentally, you may be interested
to know that it has been discovered recently that it is pos=
sible to get water by artesian wells in almost any portlion
of the Sahera. My own guess is that the water table will

aink
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sink rapidly if many of these wells are drilled but that re-
maina to be seen,

Another thing which amused me in Alglers was the discovery
that slavery still exists. Quentities of negros come from the
Suden to sell themselves and their families into slavery in
Alglers, They have been used to the institution end like
it. I telked to the French Administrator of the Sshara re-
glons mbout it and he said there was nothing to be done.

The negros were entirely free legelly even after they had
s80ld themselves but they preferred to regard themselves as
slaves. They are as black as anthrecite and their dress con-
sists of a belt of skins of the small desert foxesl]

The internal situation in Frence has improved definitely.
There ars lots of financial worries ahead but the feeling
of the whole country 1s much calmer and less jittery then
it was a few weeks ago, and the international outlook is scme-
what less ominous.

But to return to "Green Pasturesa™: this is a good time
to build a large ark labeled "The United States of America."
Henceforth, I shall think of you as Brother liocah.

Every good wish to you, Mra. Noash, and Ham, Shem and

Japhet.

Incidentally
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Incldentally, do you know how the French Bible
translates thet Beatitude which goes: "Blessed are the meek
and humble in spirit, for they shall inherit the Earthi”
Well, air, it is this: "Heureux sont les débonnaires, car
11s hériteront la terre!l"

Yours affectionately,

J;'\L;,... OLNTV'

—_—



PLAEK

FOUR La CONSTITUZION DE GHANDES SOCIETES INT:HNATIONALES
CEARGEES DE DEVELOPY'ER ET DE COORDONNER LES ECHANGES

DEX PRINCIPALEN MATIERES PHEMIERES

I - IL EXISTE UN PROBLEME DE® MATIERES PREMIERES

-

#) Na tions insutisfaites .

Il feut le reconnaitre,

il exlste un certain nombre de nations - et mous ne son=
geone pas seulement L 1'Allemagne - qui ont un beroin
urgent de matidres premidres, et qui, feute du orddit
nécessnire, ne peuvent se les precurer , C'est le théme
actuel de leurs revendications , Mais, en poulevant en
mfme temps la question des colonies, certaines nations
donnent abusivement au probléme rdel des matidres pre-
midres, un oarsctiére politique gui risque de le rendre
insoluble .

Rendrait-on, par axemple, nu Relch toutes
lee colonies gu'il aveit event la guerre, gue le problime

= I A L
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de son approvisionnement wn matidres premibros n'surnit
marqué aucun progrés . Oh 1'Allemagne trouversait-elle enm
effot , dane son état d'épuisement finunoier, lec fonds
nécessairer pour exploiter ses nouvelles colonies 7 ui

luil donnerait les territoires qu'elle revendique ¥

b) Lo probldme ginéral .

Meis, ce n'est pas seulement pour

les nations insstisfaites que se pose le problime des
matidéres premidres . Il existe pour le mende entier .
C'est la réelité de demain qu'il faut savoir reconnaltre
dés maintenant ,

En effet, toutes les grandes deonomies
natlonales sont metuellement orientées vers la préparation
de ls guerre ., Il en est résulté une demande scorue de
metidres premibres qui m entruiné, tout particulidirement
dans ces derniers mois, une hausse considérable de leurs
oours ,

De li cette conséquence : le passage d'une
mobilisation industrielle a but militaire i ure production
de paix tant souheitée peut entrainer un choe dans 1'éeg=
nomie mondisle ., Un tel changesent d'orientation doit
faire ernindre une balsse des matidres prenidres analogue
i celle qui a été la prineipale cause de la crise mondiale
dent nous sortons & peine , Toutes les nations en seraient
attelntes et particulidrement les grands pays produsteurs ,

| -
’ W T I e ——



II = IL ¥ A URGERCE A REIOUDRE CE PROBLEME .

a) Les dix-hult mois gqui viennent - male
plus encore l'unnde 1937 ks malntenant - seront ddelsifs
pour la paix , Vers le milieu de I938 les nations pacifi=
ques suront retrouvdé leur puissance. Dés lors, si la paix
peut #tre schetée en 1937, par un effort entrepris imnée
diatement, elle aurn peut-8tre dté moquise pour des giéné=

rations .
b) D'allleurs, 11 est de 1l'intérdt &vident

des grandes; pulesences flnancibres d'agir eans ddlei, Le
meintien de 1'aeccord mondtuire tripertite ddpend direote=-
ment de cette metion. Les mensces de guerre en Europe
pouseent irrésistiblement fn aapitaux vers ler Amérigueg .
Une nouvells orise financibre doit Btre redoutie el lu
séourité, rétablie & tout prix en Europe rne permet pap aux

eapitaux de a'y fixer .

II1I - L& SOLUTION QUYIL FAUT BCARTER .

Le Dr Schacht 11 y & plusieurs années
a vait mis en avant 1'idée de grandes Compagnier ayant
der territolires sous leur obfdience, explolitant certaines

matidres premidres et le: Aletribuant aux natlons agprqmelles

elles font ddéfuut .
Ce plan n'apporte pas de véritable solution

a u probléime mctuel pour les rpisons suivantes :



a) Quels sersient en effet les pays gul obkdernient une
partie de leur: territoires coleniaux pour les sounettre

b l'autoritd de cer Compagnies 7

b) tuels ne seralent pas les ddélaim et los dangers des
négoointione d'ordre territorisl que supposent de telles
Compagnies, alors que, pour ssuvegarder la paix, 1l faut
une solution immédinte 7

IV - UHE SOLUTION CUNCRETE ET IMMEDIATEMENT REALISAELE .
54 1'on veut rdellement aboutir et passer

sens délal & des rfalisations on dolt chercher une autre

solution .

A) Au lisu de Compagnies de production
expleitant dee territolres, il fsut concevolr de: Compa=-
gnies de comnerce et de financement ( trading end finencinl
cies ). A lieu den Compagnies A carsctbre politique du
Dr 5S¢ heeht , 11 feut o'inspirer du remarquable exemple
donné par la COMPAGNIE UNIVERCHLLE DU CANAL MARITIME DE

BUEL .

B) La rénlité nous offre AéJh un exemple
de ce qu'il nous faut faire anujourd'hui. Il existe en effet
une grande Compagnie Internationale dont la rduscite est

connue de tous,

La Compugnie du Canal de Suez n su en effet
rdsoudre sur le plan doonomique et financier un problbme
essentiellement politique , Remettre & une grende Compagnie



internntionale le soin de concilier 1'opposition de
certains intér8ts nationsux, lui confier la gerde ot
le maintien d'un des prineipaux passsges fu commerce
du monde, o'est une expérience qul » brillamment feit
ger preuves, non pas seulement au cours du dernier
sibole, mais tout réoemment encore .

Ne doit-on pes reconnaitre sussi &L la
Compagnie du Suez le mdrite d'avelr innoguré, par un
a balssement aélibéré de ses tarifs depuis 1929, une
politique fconomique nouvelle qui, sbandonnant la défense
exolusive 4'intérdts privés, & mis au premier plan la

notion de service publie internatlonall

¢) 4 l'éxemple de la Compegnie Universelle
du Canal de Suez - qu'il seralt 4'silleurs souhaitable
de volr internationalisée plus complitemmant en ¥ adnettont
des per:onnalités américeines, sllemande:, itsllennes, ...
- pourquol ne pae eréer pour réscudre le probléme des
natidres premibres de grandes compagnie: internationales
{ Raw materials edjustement Corporations ) , dens lesguel-
les les nations insstisfaltes sidgesnt aux conseils &'ad-
ainistrationg sur un pled A'dgnlité aveo les grands empires
du monde, recevrsient une satisfactlon de prestige et au-
ralent la possibilité de discuter de leurs intéréts escen-
tiels .

Ne sernit-ce prs d'silleurs l'ap lloatlon
sur le plan international des prineipes qul ont inapiré
toute l'ex; érience Rocsevelt sux Etats-Unle 7



Ces greandes Compagnies, en effet, sans
en recevelr obligntoirement le menopele se verrnlent

espigner les deux buts suivents i
a) hédgularicer et coordonner les ~archés

et les prix der grendes matiéres premidres : pétrele,

coton, cmoutchouc, matibres grassen, méteux non Terreux,

viande , oto ...

v) Consentir, grice a une pulssunse da
financement considératlen, der crédite s'dtendant sur
plusieurs années pour la fouraiture des matiires pronldres
a ux pays qui en ont le hesoln le plus pressent et gul
préoisdment sont exclus des marchdée par leur snanque de

dispenibilités financibres .

1) Un t+1 plan ne sernit-il pee d'ailleurn
la continuation sur le plamn économique 4's principes qul
ont préeidé A le sonclusion de 1l'accerd mondtanire tripar-
tite ¥ De mlce que ler grende mouvements erratiques de
eaplteax qui survivent i la crise mendiele viennent se
fondre ot a'mmortir, sans danger pour les monnaies, dans
les fonds 4'¢geuliseation dos changes, de mme loc ‘ohanges

epeors troublde des grend.s matlires precliéres sernient
dévelop €n en méme temps que régularisés par l'intersédinire
de grande: compasnies internatiennles constitudées L cet

effet .
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CONCLUT 10N

g1 un tel plan deveit 8tre pris en consl=
dérution, 11 conviendrult que les Etats=Unis d'Amérique ,
1a France et 1'Angleterre le prissent imnédintement A
leur notlf, comme le plan des trols grandes di{moeratles
ccoldenteles pour sauvegarder ls palx, dbs que 1'initiutive
en mursit été prise par le Président Reosevelt. Klles
représentent en effet % elles trols les 9/10° de lm richesse
et dun orédit du monde .
quelle pros;érité ne donneranient pas a1t
Europs le sentiment d'une séeurité enfin retrouvie et 1'
apaisenent des besolns trop longtempe insatisfaits ¥ quells
stabilité nouvelle n'apporterslt pa: i ln prospirité des
Etete-Unis et i celle du monde entier le retour i un §qui-
libre harmonieux des grandes {conomles nationales 7 L'Europe
Occldentele ne bénéficlerait pas seule d'un tel plan. La
Russle, grande productrice de matibros pre-ibres, 1'Extrine=
Orient méme, et lu Chine en particulier, pourrsient ¥ trouver
un puisesnt intérdt .
pur leur prestige et leur autoritd . 1'inté =~
rleur méme de chaque pays, ce: grandes compagnies pourraient
ot devralent suivre l'emplol de: mantldres premibres pour que
1'émélioration des olaewes scclales - tut méme de ce pro-
6": - ne colt pes frustrée au profit de nouveaux ernementa .
put eu contraire, elles devralent promduveir une produe-
tion de paix, crgenisde et favorisiée précisément en ecntre
partie de 1'abanden solennel des productions de guerre .



Il va de sol enfin qu'un tel plam
suppoee que le développement des trenssetions inters
nationales, préva par l'moccrd mondtuire tripartite,
soit poursuivi par l'ebalssement des barridres dous-
nidres, afin que, les feeilitds donndes nux fohanges
de matidéres premidres trouvent une contrepartie dans
1'ouverture de nouveaux ddbouchde , Adnel pourrait
8tre rénlisée dans un effort gén ral pour la. prospé-

rité une ceuvre durable de palx .

ml=lmlmiml=
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SUR L'URGKNCE D'UN APFEL POUR LA PAIX

I~ Il cst maintensnt $rop terd pour us a'
une comversation entre peys d'Purope pulssent se digeger
les éléments d'une puix eurppdenns .

Il est feclle de le montrar, ﬂu 44t "eonvere
sation”, "négooiaticn™ 41t par 1k mbme "liberté de =ouve-
nent" ,"ooncessions matuelles™, "abandon de 1'anprit
de prestige ."

Tout oeln est=il encore possible en Europe 7

Soyons réalimten .

Les dictatures viennent d'entr.r dens ln dernidre
phase de leurs difficultds éoonomiques et financibres.flles
ne se scutiennent plus que par "lexaspdration des senti-
ments neationmux" . Dés lors, elles ne peuvent renoncer,

sans se suloider, L sucun élément de leur sol dleant pres-
tige .



Le viéritable danger de guerre = i semblable A
celul de Juillet 1914 = est que ddJh les (vhnement:
paraiesent plus forte que les hommes .

Il ost posnible que les netions comme 1'Allenp=
gne et 1'Italie, des homes ocomme leurs dirigeanta, ecient
le déoir de changer leur politique, au bout de laguelle
ils apergoivent la entsstrophe. '‘mis tout indigque gqu'
ils ne se sentent Aé)h plus 1a 1iberté de mouvement né-
cessaire pour medifior leur sttitude .

De méme les dirigesnts des démoorntles eurcpé=
eannee fouhaltent falre des naorifices ‘conomiques et fi-
nenciers pour ssuver ls paix, ﬂLlu & 1'intérieur mdme de
cos démocraties - 1l faut le reconnsitre- plus nombreux
ehsque Jour sont ceux qul disent;”™ 11 me frut ;s treiter
aveo ler dictatures su moment o elles vont s'effondrer,”
(Comne #1 les (detntures pouvalent s'effonirer avent 47

& volr tentd leur derniire ohmnes qul est ls guerre ! )

Volllk des deux oBtée 1'@tat d'esprit quil paralyse

les initiatives, oristnllise les position: et laisee les

évinements ertroine- 1'Europe au conflit ,

1l = 8 ' ¥ sEuver 1 ix, i1 faut av
le ec a voir 1 nlité

Four (ul soit posuible abse en Furops de
pnrli:ﬁﬁ%a. paix 11 feut d'sbord u'un hee peycholegl-
que de palx brise 4'un sew) coup touter les eristellise-
tlons existentes, propose un dut nouvesu aux nations et
lour permette minsi do modifior leur attitude.

Tous les peuples d'Burope sont d'willeur: préts

b sublir un tel choe mvee enthousiasme) L'heure et yenue

' pors ¥ « Coux mbmes qui
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pocueilleront uno telle initiatlve aved le plus de Jole
soront peut=8tre ceux § qui elle permettrn de smuver la
faoe et de ne libérer sux-mfmes de leurs propres ontral=

nements .

' suoun homne 4'"Etat en Zurope n's un yrestise
sguffisant suprds des =msson populdires de tous les pays
pour tenter le geste Bauveur.

iuoune naticn en Europe ns Joult d'une réputi=
tien d'impartialitd suffisante pour temter un tel reRasea=
blement des esprits .

g1 géniroux qu'il solt, tout geste vensnt de
1'Europe, ost voud A"avance i l'échec .

seul le Président den Etats-Unie, triomphalement
réiélu par ss mation entidre, Joul! d'un prestige, 4'une
réputation d'impartialité et A'une pulssancéd d'metlon
sur les masses populeires du monde sntler, al lui prroet=
tent de Jeter un aprel peur ls padx qui ait des chances
d'ftre entendu .

IV = Ce E and & ol

=

11 feudrait = 64 l'on ose le suggéror - gu'il fat :

- un supréme appel i ls sagesse den natlons avent
1a folie de la guerre ,

=



= un appel aux mdres de tous lesn pays pvint

le oarnage de leuri fils ,

= un appel & la libertd et i la disnité hunale

pes avant la fin d'une civilisation,

- une melddletion & toute nation qui omeralt

prendre la responeabilité de la guerre ,

= mele susei un appel de charité pour un rencne

cement aux dgolemes nationsux ,

= = un appel sux nations riches pour qu'elles
prennent conscience de leurs responeabilités et

de leurs devolrs d'entr'aide et de solidarité ,

- une immense espdremce pour les natlons pau-
vres, insatisfaltes, qui, solen l'expreccion
mme du Président Roosevelt, comprendraient en-
£in que la paix peut 8tre plus fructueuse que

la guerre ,

- un supréme effort d'intelligence pour faire
triompher les idées généreuses, libérales, hu-
malnes , sur les doetrinesde violence et de haine

- un appel aux principes d"une politique deono=
migue nouvelle appeléec h régir sussl bien les

olasses soolales que les natlons ,
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= un hommage colennel & cette ldde sementlelle
qui devrait 8tre la legon,'ont le monde n'surnit
pas payé trop cvher la dernibre crise, s'il 1l'uvelt
snfin comprise | de méme que la prospirité 4'un
pays d{pend de 1l'éguilibre harmonieux sntre le
pouvoir &'achat de toutes les clas:es soolnles
sane exception, de mme la pros;< rité mondimnle

dé end de 1'dquilibre harmonieux entre les dcono=
mie des Aifférentes nations . Pour tout dire 4'w
mot, la prospérité )dmn un monds oh las producticn
permet 1l'mbondnnees, n'est plus ce privildge rare
que ler individus, les elassrr mocinles ou les
nations dolvent se disput«r les uns le: autres ,
Elle est un blem gul dolt se partager, et gul

en Lo plrMﬁ{H’;F)mtiplin .

- enfin, peur tout dire, un appeldigne & la fols
du Préeldent Roosevelt et de ce que - aprés ses
discours de Ihiladelphie, de Chamtau-ua et de
Buenos~Ayree - le monie attend main‘enant de lui .

- et ,pour passer i 1%aotion, un appel sux grandes
natiens pour rémliser le plen coneret cl-joint
touchant le problbme urgent des matiires preomibires .

mjmimimi=l=f=
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Excerpt from the London TIMES, December 28,1936,

-
N
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PES IN PARI \\

NEED FOR GERMAN
MODERATION
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

PARIS, Dec, 27
~ The French Government earnestly hope
 that Herr Hitler, whose deliberations at
!mh.hmdm are being anxiously
 followed in Paris, may finally decide to
accept the suggestions put forward by the
French and British Ambassadors in Berlin
and so to make a decisive contribution
towards the easing of Euro anxicties.
French observers, both ial and un-
. official, would like to feel that Herr Hitler
 was likely to follow the example of
maoderation which Signor Mussolini seems
to have set in the matter of the negotia-
tions for an Italian agreement ; but
have no evidence, one way
or the other, of Herr Hitler's intentions.
Interference in the foreign relations
‘of the Government now comes nm
from the platforms and Press of
extreme Left, but from a wqr diffe
section of the Freach politionl '95...
maost conspicuous exam ohur.himn
ﬁmmulh:mmt the mysterious
nﬂvi inﬂuﬂnahd’:mmr of one of

nl?lnmhtad envaoy i.s believed to
Inw had conversations with Dr. Schacht,
CGeneral ﬂﬂﬁug. and other prominent
the course of he has

mrm pcuibln settlements of German
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hardly be added tha not
slightest official backing for such a
suggestion.




Personal and Paris, Januery 17, 1837.

Dear Mr. President:

When Frangols-Poncet told me about his con-
versations in Berlin with regard to limitation of
armaments, he sald that the British hed indicated
they diﬁ not wish to enter into any asgreement for
limitation of armements until the completion of their
present program. He asserted that the discussions
he had had in Berlin, therefore, had been on the basis
of "no new programs".

It occurred to me at once thet we might wish to
come in on any genersl limitation of armaments scheme
and that we might be greatly embarrassed 1f we hed
no progrem in being. I don't know what you are thinking
of in the way of future armements, but I feel that
there is sufficient possibility that Poncet may have
gsome success in Berlin to make it advisable for us to

have
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have some sort of a program announced.

I have as yet heard nothing of any great im-
portance which would indicate thet the countries of
Europe may try to settle their difficulties at the
expense of the Western Hemlsphere. There 1s some
telk in Paris of giving Germany economic outlets in
South America but no concrete proposals have been
developed. Yesterday, however, Van Horn, the Belgian
banker, who 18 an intimaste friend of Van Zeeland's
and Neville Chamberlain's and has most unusual connections
in England, lunched with me and said that he knew that
& proposal to give Germany, British, French, and Dutch
Guiena as a colony had been discussed seriously in
London. I treated the matter as a joke but he insisted
it was serious. I then said that he might tell any of
his friends who were thinking of such a proposal that
the United States would not permit BEuropean nations to
swap territories and peoples in the Westerm Hemisphere.

I really do not believe that this is serious, but
I think thet at the present juncture in world affairs,
our chances of remaining at peace are increased messur-
ably by every bit of additional strength possessed by
our fleet and army.

Good luck and blessings.

Yours affectionately,

i

#llliam C., Bullitt.



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY %?’
WABHINGTON Vi
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Ly dear lir. Presldent:

I am inclosing herewith copy of
the cable wiich I received from Bill
Bullitt and copy of my answer Lo him.

Respectfully,

Tie President,

The White House.



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REOCEIVED

NO.: 181
DATE: January 85, 1937, 6 p.m.
FROM: Ameriocan Embassy, Parie

STRIOTLY GONPSPENTTED FOR THE BECRETARY OF THE
TREASURY .

Rueff sald over the telephone this morning that he
had been asked to ocall on me today by Auriol.

On his arrival, Rueff stated that favorable progress
was being made in the negotiations for the loan in London
of four and a half to five billion france to the French
railroads. He said that there now remained only a few
details to be worked out. He felt certain that before
the end of this week the loan would be announced.

Rueff told me that pressure on the frano had ceasad
today and that a oonsiderable offering of pounds from
London had been made. He said that this was another
extremely satisfactory symptom.

Rueff quite understood, he went on to say, that the
informal suggestion whioh he made last Thureday was un®
scceptable. This suggestion, which 1 telephoned to you,
was that franoe be purchased by our stabilization fund
and held without oonversion into gold for a few days. In

a



-3~

a disocussion of the situation this morning, Rueff and

Auriol reached the oonolusion that France's financial
diffioulties would be completely ended if it were an®
nounced shortly after announcement of the British loan

that dollars to the amount of four to five billion franos
had been made available to the French stabilization fund

by the American stabilization fund for a period of six months
Oor & year.

I at once told him any suoh transaction would, in my
opinion, be impossible. I told him that it would be againet
the spirit if not the letter of the Johmson Act. This Aot
was based on the wish of Oongress to make it impoesible for
the finanoial resources of the United Btates to be avails
able to foreign governments who had not pald their debts to
the United States Government, I said. I also told him that
in my opinion there would be violent attacks on the Govern—
ment in Oongress if his proposal should be accepted.

It would be a perfectly adjustable transaction as
between etabilization funds, he argued; its purpose would
be simply t0 maintain the established rate of exchange; it
would be a normal supplement to the tripartite mometary
agoord; the moet explicit and public guarantee could be
given by the French Government that no profit whatsocever

from the transaction would acorue to the Frenoh Government.
I
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I informed Mr. Rueff that it was my opinion that
such arguments would not oarry much weight in the United
Btates.

Mr. Rueff then told me he desired to have such a
transaction made public for the reason that the mare faot
of the support of the United Btates would have great
effeot in the money markets of the world and that if it
were known that the the United Btates was prepared to
support the frank, it would not be necessary to use any
of the money available. The political effect, he also
added (quite correotly) would be very great.

He then sald that the transaction might be carried
out secretly by the stabilization funds since the support
would be very n.lunb;:ﬁf it were seoret.

I again told him that it was my belief that the
aocceptance of such a proposal would be most diffioult
for our Government. Neverthelese, he requested that I
submit the proposal to my Government and I said that I
would do so.

It will be noted that in his conversation with me
on January 233 Auriol made no mention of a proposal of
thies kind. It seems that Rusff is the prime mover in
the matter. I feel that there will not be the least 11l
feeling or indeed more than slight disappointment if the

proposal is refused.
If
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If our Government should oconsider £ wise to accept
the proposal for reasons of major international polioy,
a considerable (though temporary) outburst of enthusiasm
for the United Btates would of course be produced. I
venture to suggest that the easiest method of handling
the matter, if our Government desires to reject the pro—-
posal, would be to permit me to convey to Mr. Rueff
informally the information that the United Btates Gov-
ernment coneiders that such a transaction is forbidden

by the Johnson Act.
BULLITT

EA:EB



February 8, 1937

Dear Bill;

I s perfectly delighted with the chart which
you sent me and any time I get off the course from
now on, 1 shall put the blame directly on you!
Thank you ever so much. It was good of you alse to
-iuthlﬁhuwm.

¥e are all delighted that you are coning home
soon and I am looking forward to getbing some real
first-hand informatiomn. Uhem do you plan to leave?

Affectionately,

Honorable Willism C. Bullitt,
Ambassador of the United States,
Paris,

France.

oo
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k W Paris, January 25, 1937.

Dear Mr. President:

As I cannot be at the White House in person to make
a chart indicating the routes on which you should sail the
Ship of State, I am enclosing herewith one for your gui-
dence. You will also note full indications as to the method
by which the Federal Housing Program may be transférrad ef-
fectively to the hends of the efficlent beavers.

1 hope this reaches you on your birthday. Anyhow,
it brings you my love and every good wish.

Yours elways,

B

William C. Bullitt.

The Honorable
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



Paris, May 5, 1937.
Personal and

Dear Mr. President:

This letter should reech you about the day
you return to Washington. I hope you found a lot
of vigor and endurance in the Gulf of Mexieco be-
cause I have a lot to =ay.

(1) For cat's sake put through Howland Shaw
a8 Chief of Forelgn Service Personnel. The morale
of the Service is becoming more demoralized every
day and nothing could turn the tide of discouragement
so quickly and completely as his appeointment.

(2) You will remember that we discussed the
possibility of sending Edgar A. Mowrer as Minister
to Czechoslovekia. Unless I miss my guess, Czecho-
sloveklis will be a post of the most vital importance
during the next twelve months. The new policy of
Belgium which will prevent France from using Belgian

territory
The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
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territory to attack Germany in case Cermany should
attack Czechoslovekia has increased greatly the
chance that Cermany will go after Czechoslovakia,
We shall need &t Prague a man who knows Germany and
Czechoslovekia intimately and has guts.

Mowrer is admirably equipped, in my opinion, for
the post. I felt him out discreetly and found thet
he would be ready to teke the financial secrifice in-
volved if he could go either to Prague or Vienna.

As you know, he has worked for many years for the Chicago
DAILY NEWS but has never been & Republican in polities.
For that matter, he has never been a Democret either.

He hes lived abroed for so many years as a foreign
correspondent that all one can say is thet he iz a
genuine progressive more or less of the Harry Hopkins
type. Will you pleese ask Miss Le Hand to drop me a

line with regard to him so that I can know whether or

not you are still interested?

(3) You have perhaps seen the long telegram I
sent with regerd to my conversation with Van Zeeland.
If not, you might find it worth reasding. There is one
thing that I hope you will remember when Van Zeeland
calls on you. DBelgium, et the present time, is the

little



little brother of England. Van Zeeland is, to all
intents and purposes, & representative of the British
Government. %You cen count on anything you say to
him being repeated to Chemberlain and you can count
on his displeying an acceptence of all British points
of view. I gathered from Van Zeeland that the British
would teke nc initietive whatscever with regafd to
his mission and would give him no aetive support, but
would expect him to get the other countries of the
world committed to something in advance which could
then be served up to them for their acceptance or re-
jeetion.

(4) Tom Lamont came to Paris a few days ago
and in the course of & long conversetion made one
statement which I thought was of some interest. He
said that he knew Chamberlain very well indeed and
that he was somewhat disturbed about the manner in
which Anglo-American relations might develop with
Chemberlain as Prime Minister "since if it could be
saeid that any Englishmaen wes enti-American, Chamberlain
was that anti-American Englishmen.™ It surprised me
that Lamont should say such & thing but he presumebly

had some reason for hils remarks.
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I could extend the points in this letter to
a thousand but I think this 1s a sufficient dose
for cne evening.

Blessings and good luck,

Yours affectionately,

WS\

Willjem C. Bullitt.
p——



Personel and Paris, May 10, 1937.
D s K.

Dear Mr. President:

I have sent an enormous number of telegrams
lately. But, &s you were away, I assume that you
have not seen any of them.

The general situation is this: Delbos and Blum
are more or less in despair with regard to the p;;:".
sibility of keeping Austria and Czechoslovakla out of
the hands of Germany. Hitler has the ball end can
run with it in eny direction he chooses. There never
wes & time when it wes more essential for us to have
an Ambassador in Berlin in real contact with the German
Government.

I do not expect an immediate crash; but before next
October we ought to be ready for anything. We ought to
have an Ambassador end a staff in Berlin who can find

out exactly what Hitler, Goering, Goebbels and the rest
of

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerlea,

Washington.



of the gangsters are thinking ebout. That means per-
sonal contact.

If we had a diplomatic service in the sense that
the British and French have, we should not hesitate for
one minute to move Dodd and replace him by the most
efficlent man we can discover. I am convinced that Hugh
Wilson is the best man for that job and I think it is
genuinely important to send him there. I know some of
your difficulties and I would not bother you again with
this recommendation if I did not feel that it wes ser-
iously in our national interest.

Meenwhile, I have a withdrawal of & recommendation
to make, and with sheame. I have just this day discovered
what I had not learned in ten years of acquaintence with
the Mowrers. Mrs. Edgar Mowrer is an English women.

I should be afraid of that in as tight a spot as Czecho-
slovekia. Mowrer is really exceptionally fitted for
that post and I am sorry.

Blessings and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

W

William C. Bullitt.



June 17, 1987.
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As ever yours,

fHonorable William C. Pullitt,

FDR/d]

Esbassy of the United States of Americs,
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Paris, May 27, 1937.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I am transmitting, under separate gcover, a
bronze medal of the President which is the work of
lMr. Theodore Spicer-Simson. MNr. Spicer-Simson has
asked me to forward it to the President with his
compliments.

Very sincerely yours,

MR

William C. Bullitt.
Eie
G (G N pen e
—H=t e we

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
Secretary to the President,
The White House, |

Washington, D.=€%



Personal and Paris, May 28, 1937.

Dear Mr. Fresident:

I enclose herewith & photograph taken from my
bedroom window. It is as good a description of Europe
as any dispatch could be. You will note on the left,
the eagle of the Nazis; on the right the cross of
the Pope, and in the middle, the Bolshevik's hammer
end sickle. The latter statue, incidentally, has a
neme in Paris. It is called, "Hurrying to the
Lubyanka™. (If you do not remember what the Lubyanka
is, esk your friend Grece Davidson. Her love, Steiger,
is now interred there. You will certainly remember
the gentleman she adored so because he used to knock
her on the floor and jump on her stomach. For a
New Englend girl, that was exciting.)

Parls hes become a madhouse and each day about
fifty persons appear with letters of introduction from

the
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the Secretary of State and Senmtors. I steck them
together in colossal tees in accordance with your
recommendation, I admit that I still give them
champagne and cavier, as my self-respect continues
to be more Virginian than the Whitelaw Reids, who,
if I remember correctly your description, served
the ir guests pink lemonade in the gerden.
The American visitors asren't the worst of it.
I had five royalties that I could not avoid at
luncheon yesterday, and in addition, had to gilve
cocktails to the brother of the Sheh of Afghanistean!
The only one of the royalties who wes thoroughly
agreeeble was a son of little Willy! His name is
Friedrich von FPreussen and he is a reeslly nice boy.
He is the white hope of the Hohenzollerns and left
the luncheon table to go visit his grandpapa at Doorn.
The flood of visitors leaves me little time to
do any real work end since the young men in the Embessy
think they have fulfilled the whole duty of man when
they have entertained each other at luncheon and dinner
each day, we do not cover the town as well as I wish.

I would have & lot of them transferred if there were

any
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any one better in the Service to bring here; but
as Mr. Shakespeare remarked, "It's poor picking
between rotten apples." As a matter of fact, by
leaving out sleep entirely, I have managed to see
very nearly everyone I should see,

I had one conversation of pecullar interest,.
0ld George Lansbury, who recently spent three hours
with Hitler, wrote me and asked if he could come to
Paris for & conversation with me. As you know, we
have been rather intimate friends for twenty years.
He talked to me for sbout three hours and gave me the
first coherent idea I have had of Hitler. He is con-
vinced that there is no poasibility of Hitler coming
to eny understanding with the Soviet Union end no pos-
sibility that he may let up on his persecution of the
Jews; but he believes that Hitler wants to come to some
understaending with England which will enable him to work
out the economiec future of Germany peacefully.

I have known George for so long that I do not
take his judgments too seriocusly; but his detailed
account of his conversation was rather impressive.

Hitler
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Hitler received him in the simplest possible manner
with his feet on the table while George put his up

on the sofa and they went to it in e very direct way.
Lansbury said, end I agree with him, that he felt that
if the British Government would push hard at the present
time for the reconciliation of France and Cermany, economic
rehabilitation and limitation of ermaments, the Germans
and the French would fell in line.

He then added that he did not believe the British
Government would do anything of the sort. After his
return from Berlin, he hed hed long conversations with
Eden, Baldwin, Chemberlain, Hoere, et al and he feared
Britain's policy would be to continue to rearm to the
hilt, to tell the Germans that Britain would be gled to
come to an understanding with them, and to tell the French
that Britain had no idea whatsocever of coming to an
understanding with Germeny.

I had a curiously interesting confirmation of this
Juigment of Lansbury's from two sources. Eden and
Chemberlain seid to Delbos that they were convinced that
it was absolutely Impossible to come to any understanding
with Germany and that the great problem was to gein time
by pretending to Germany that reconciliation between

Britain and Germany wes possible. On the other hand,
Eden
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Eden told Beck whom he thinks (quite rightly) is

apt to repeet to the Germans most of the things he
hears, thet Great Britain desires nothing so much as
to reach understanding with Germany. In other words,
while the British do not want war on the continent

of Europe, they remain just as anxious as they have
been all through their history to keep France and
Germeny from reaching eny real understanding. So long
as the British remain in that state of mind, I believe
there is nothing thet we can do to bring the continent
together.

The situation in Austria continues to be puzzling.
I believe that Hitler will not meke any attempt to take
over Austrla so long as he has hopes that he may reach
& friendly understanding with Great Britain; but the
moment he becomes convinced that the British have been
playing him for a sucker, I think he will act - probably
via a revolt of the Nazis within Austria.

Your friend, Tom Wetson, turned up day before yes-
terday in a state of depresslon as he is ashamed of our
representation in the Exposition. However, I put him on
his feet agein by giving a luncheon in his honor at

which
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which he was smothered in princesses and duchesses,

Your baseball nine of Ambassedors who have been
in London recently are now on their way to Paris., I
expect to be able to keep this house open just long
enough to entertain the lot. The gate of the Exposition
which is at my front door is not yet finished., The
day it is opened, I shall have to leave.

I have found the pleasantest country place in
France to live in, a little chateau in the Park of
the Great Chateau of Chantilly. The magnificent joker
is that by renting the 1little chateau, I become the
sole proprietor of the Perk of Chantilly! I even have
had it stipulated in the lease that I can swim in all
the leke ponds and rivers, and can place an Americen
Indian canoe on the great waterway which hitherto has
been reserved for the Grand Conde” and Louls XIV!

I am sure that this will meet with your approval.
Incidentally, it will meet even more with your approval
when I tell you that the total rental I pay is $1000
annuelly. This combination of grendeur and thrift has
received the approbation even of Offie, so that I do
not fear any objections from you.

Blessings and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

'
‘—im& iem C. Bullitt.

—



I am ly touched Mrs. Tuck's
deslre to be of p, and I d t that
the details could be looked into by with
or writing to D. Basil 0'Connor, 120 .
New York City, who will be able to get all
necessary !u‘- and estimatea, as he is the
Treasurer of the Foundation. It goes without

that I will always keep my great interest
in the work at Warm Springs.

The Paris eition has nuthj.ng on
the Congress for — well, I won't put just what
into this letter!

As ever yours,

Honorable Willlam C. Bullitt.



Personal, Paris, July 5, 1937,

Dear Mr. President:

The wife of the First Secretary of the Paris
Embassy, S. Pinkney Tuck, is an exceptionally charming
lady, and an exceptionally rich one., For many years
she has been interested philanthropically in the matter
of infantile paralysis. A few days ago we were talking
about Warm Springs and she made a proposal which was
80 generous and charming that I hope you will let me
have a word for her instanter.

Mrs. Tuck said that she had been informed that
at Warm Springs there was no adequate school for the
children, and thet she would like to know if you felt
personally that the establishment of a small school at
Warm Springs would be of real value.

I sald to Mrs. Tuck that I thought the main question
in adding any new activity at Warm Springs was the question
of endowment for upkeep and running expenses. She re-

plied
The Honorable
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plied thet if you should think it desireble she would
be gled to put up the money for the construction of

a small school and an endowment for the maintenance of
the school and the payment of a teacher or teachers.
She desired to be assured merely of one thing; that
you intended to keep up your interest in Warm Springs
s0 that the whulg enterprise might not collapse.

I told her that I knew you would be deeply touched
by her desire to be of help and thet I would communicate
with you as soon as possible,

Please write me immediately what you think of the
idea and if you should approve, please let me know with
whom Mrs. Tueck should gorrespond.

You will be glad to know that your telegram for the
opening of the American Pavilion Yesterday did not arrive,
es it was sent to the closed office of Mr. atson and
not to the Embassy., However, the peerless O0ffie, antiei-
pating that this matter would be handled with the same
magnificent inefficiency which has marked all operations
of the Ameriean Government in connection with the Parls

Exposition,

P



Exposition, hed tsken the trouble to get your message
from Ameriea by the Assoclated Press, and at the
beginning of the ceremony, I was able to hand the text
to the bewlldered Vjatson who read 1t inaudibly but
correctly.

Every possible good wish and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

’j;\\ :

Willlam C. Bullitt,
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1 am wrl you about the school at Wam
soon as 1 qmlﬂuuﬂ.nh-h

Honorable Willlam 0. Bullits,
American Embasey,



Personal and Paris, July 23, 1937.

Deer Mr. President:

I have a number of complaints to make with
regaerd to your conduct.

(1) You have infected my daughter, Anne, with
& passion for stamp collecting and she now spends all
her time, to sey nothing of whatever funds she can
wheedle out of her father, on stamps. She came
back to the house a few days ago with the two stemps
I enclose herewith. As she is already a true stemp
collector, she had been careful to buy duplicates
for herself. She wanted to know if you ¢oul_d tell
off-hand which stamp was correct and which wes in-
correct and thought that you would like to have the pair
as a curiosity.

I am merely an agent for their transmission but
I venture to express the hope,in the best diplometic
mamer, that my daughter may recover.

(2)

The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

The White House.




(2) Why did you never tell me what an as-
tonishing youth Franklin, Jr. is? He and his bride
dined with me the night they arrived and after
dinner I had a chance to talk with him. I have
never hed a more interesting conversation with a boy
of that age. Then, as he sald he wented to meet
some of the heads of the French Government, I had a
little luncheon for him at Chantilly which consisted
of Ghaﬁtempa, Blum and Delbos.

I must say the luncheon began rather well be-
cause Chautemps wes so pleased to escape for a moment
from his dutiecs as Prime Minister that even before a
cocktail, he turned somersaults on the lawn! But the
point is thet Franklin, Jr., not only spoke excellent
French but also had things to say which interested
everyone. He 1s wise beyond hls years and, in my
humble opinion, as promising & youth as I ever saw.

Incidentally, Chautemps phoned me the sume
evening and said that he hed never talked with a more
intelligent or charming boy. You ought to feel just
a little bit proud of yourself.

(3) What the devil is Mr. Hoover's Ambassador
to Brussels up to? He has now passed through Paris

three times and has carefull avoided seeing me each
time
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time and his Belgian wife has been announcing to all
and sundry that he is now to take up again his duties
under the Hoover regime, which consisted of running
the entire diplometic service of the Unlited States of
Americe on the continent of Europe, representing the
President at all conferences, ete.

You may or may not remember that it was your
humble servant who, when everybody else wanted Gibson
kicked out of the Service because he was Hoover's best
friend, stood up for him and advised you to keep him
in the Service. I heve nothing personal sgainst him
but it seems to me bad ball when en Ambassador stralght
from headquarters does not cocperate to the extent of
coming in even for a conversation. Gilbson, of course,
loves you, myself and all other Democrats in the same
manner thet Mr. Hoover does and I think that whoever
sold you that baby es an ambassador in Europe was not
especially wise.

I don't want you to do enything about this except
to be damned careful not to put Brother Hoover in charge
of the conduct of our relations with the European

cont inent.
(4) I hope you have written me before this in

reply to my letter about Mrs. Tuck's offer to build
and
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and endow & school at Warm Springs. I enclose a
recent letter from her and I hope that it will stir
you to instent action if you have not already behaved
as well-behaved Presidents and Grotonians should
behave,

I shall close by telling you that your ex-boss,
Josephus, who was &t Chantilly with me yesterday and
with whom I lunched today, is in great form and seems
much younger than when he was Secretery of the Navy.
He is a grand old man.

Bleasings and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

William C. Bullitt.

—

Enclosure:
Letter as staeted above,
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Personal and Paris, September 7, 1937.

Dear Mr. President:

This note is to warn you that.Mr. Dennie Heine-
mann is on his wey to America apparently at the re-
guest of King Leopold of the Belglens.

Heinemann is an estonishing charecter. He is
of Americen birth as were his father and grendfather,
but has lived in Belgium for twenty yeers and controls
SOFINA, the largest holding company in the world of
gas and electric properties. He was an intimate friend
of King Albert of the Belgians who used him to handle
his personal fortune, and serves King Leopold in the
same way, 1 believe. He is extreordinarily semsitive
and self-centered end in view of his immense position
in Europeen business circles I think you ought to waste

at least five minutes on him if he asks to see you at

the White House,
He
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He will arrive in the United States before
this letter &3 he came down to see me Just on the eve
of his departure. He said to me that he had spent
the entire evening with the King the night before and
stated that the King intended to push his project for
the orgenizetion of Europeen psace. Heinemann pre-
dicted that Ven Zeeland would get a majority in the
Belgian Chember but thaet he would resign shortly after-
werd and that the Klng would then place him in cherge
of his (The King's) plan for creating peace. All this
sounds a bit strange but in any case I feel sure that
bit of butter plented by your deft hand on Heinemann
ls worth-while.

The generel impression in Paris is that Van Zeeland
is finished a= an European force. His whole positlon
wes based on his absolute moral integrity and that in-
tegrity has now been questioned, which is qulte enough
to diminish his suthority fatally. 3Strietly between
ourselves, I have a piece of informatlon in this regerd
which i1s not pleasent. Just before Van Zeeland develued
the Belga, his brother, who is also his closest friend,
borrowed gquentities of money and speculated for a fall

of the Belga. This fact 1s, I believe, unknown to

Degrelle
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Degrelle or any of Van Zeeland's opponents. I have it
direct from the B. I, S., the speculetion having been
carried out in Switzerland. My guess is thet this
Tact will not appear in public but its mere existence
would, I should think, make Van Zeeland feel too
compromised to carry on much longer. Incidentally,

I don't believe that Heinemann knows anything about it
and we should keep it &s dark as possible,

I shall see you so soon that it doesn't seem
worth-while to add anything to the many cables which I
gend each week. There are endless things to talk sbout
and I hope you will be back from the West for a day or
two &t least before the fatel date of October 13th when
I shell have to sail again for Paris.

Your mother is in tremendous form. You might as
well have asked me to stop the flow of Niagara as to
have asked me to see to it that she did not accept a
vest number of invitations. She 13 feeling exceedingly
well and by her own wish goes cut constantly. She is,
of course, having an immense personal success. All the
French love her end unlike the thirty-six Senators,
Congressmen, and wives that are now with us, she speaks

gdmiraeble



edmirable French,

For the past two months I have had an unending
flood of inescapable visitors to entertain end I now
understand why all my predecessors fled from Paris
during the summer.

Chantilly 1s lovely but over-run with visiting
firemen and I am about dead.

Love to you all.

Yours affectionately,

.y

Williem C. Bullitt.




~———/the President sald to invite
her to something at the White

House.,
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Paris, November 2, 1937,

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I hope you will not mind my writing to you about
an American resident of Paris who expects to sall for New
York on the S. S. NORMANDIE on November 3rd and 1s most
anxious to have the honor of meeting you and the President.

The lady in ouestion is Mrs. Henry S. Downe, wife
of the Vice-President of the Americen Radiator Company.
She is & delightful person and in addition is a moving
gpirit in all good works in Paris. As you know, because
of my official position, I am the honorary president of
a8 score of American charitable institutions in Paris and
without Mrs. Downe I should be condemned to see them all
go into bankruptey. This will probably sound as if Mrs.
Downe is a solemn bore. On the contrary, she is very gay
and emusing, and I can promise you that vou and the Presi-
dent will enjoy her.

I hope that you will not think it impertinent if I

ask you to invite her to some White House function, large

O & « &

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



or small, at which she may have the honor of seeing you
and the President at least for a few moments.

Mrs. Downe's address in New York will be: Hotel Pierre,
Fifth Avenue end 6lst Street.

I was delighted to see you in Washington, even if only
for a moment, and I hope that the next time I come to Ameri-
ca, I may have the pleasure of bringing Anne to call on you.

With all good wishes and kindest regards, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

William C. Bullitt.



Personsl and Paris, November 3, 1937.

Deer Mr., President:

I am sending you the enclosed as a proof of my
greatness, I will bet you five dollers to one of
your three-cent stamps that you have never hed o
sonnet written to you yet, to say nothing of a sonnet
in Provengal!

I have also to add that on my return from Nimes
this moming, Chautemps phoned me to ask if I would
accept the wvacant post of French Ambassador to the
United States! I told him thet I feared the American
Government would refuse the agrément.

The three days at Nimes were really grand. All
the way from the bleck bulls to the girls who danced
the Farandole in the old Roman arena, the quality was
such as to make me feel continuously how superior the
peasant Boulets were to the aristocratic de Lannoys!

Yours

The Honorable
Frenklin Delano Rocsevelt, \ \

President of the United States of America, —
The White House.
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Journées d'amilié Iranco-ameéricaine

SONIN

Poi:TE LAFORET
1 au Grand-Théatre de INIMES

le Samedi 30 Octobre 1937

par M. André GIRARD




A Moussu BOULET

WVuei, poudés evouca 'amo de visti riire

lei mount'an viscu : ome fidr et leiau. ..
-+:N'en soun parti pér pas trahi soun Ideau

e viéure hibramen, dins lou respit di créire.

Urous aquéu que péu en regardant & réire.
Cavant lou terrun dred de soun founs ancestrau,
i¢ retrouva, tau que, li relicle d’oustau ¢

Sapitnci, tenesoun di premié bastissiire
".
-.-Creisson, en terro d'O, de porto-gréfe san

que gardon long-tenas lou franc goust déu terraire

coume de paire en fitu li vertu d'un bon sang
-
LI

Sias, vous, I'eistmple astra de tout ¢o que péu traire
en fru goustous, en vin faséire de sang ndu,

I'American grefa sus bon plant Cevenoil

LAFORET.



A Monsieur BULLITT

Vous pouvez évoquer |'ime de vos aieux
qui vécurent ici : hommes fiers et loyaux.
[ls sont partis pour ne point trahir leur idéal

et vivre librement en leur foi respectée.

Heureux celui qui peut, tourné vers son Passé,
fouillant la terre drue de son fonds ancestral
y retrouver intacts les trésors familiaux :

sagesse et constance des premiers batisseurs

-
L

Il pousse en terre d' Oc des portes-greffes sains
qui gardent trés longtemps le goiit pur du terroir.
comme de pére en fils bon sang ne peut mentir.

'

Vous étes I'exemple prédestiné de ce que peut produire
en fruits savoureux, en vin faiseur de sang nouveau

I’ Américain greffé sur bon plant Cévenol

LAFORET.
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Personal and Paris, November 3, 1937.

Dear Mr. President:
Strictly between you, myself and the angels,
I have just had a letter from Judge Moore which lesds
me to belleve thet he is so scutely unhappy that he
is about to resign. Inasmuch as he is the only man
in the Department who sincerely and completely loves
you and would gladly stend up ageinst a wall and be
shot to help you, I should hate to see that happen
for your sake; end I should hate to see that happen
for his sake as I am deeply fond of him. ‘

As you know, Moore hné been deprived of &all his
duties in the Department and has been removed from the
Personnel Board. 8o nearly as I can discover, the only
reason for the recent abolition of the Eestern European
Division was because Moore supervised it and its mbolition
made it possible to encyst him completely as if he were
a very dirty germ.

It
The Honorable

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States,
The White House,



It would, I am sure, buck him up enormously if
you could heve him put back on the Personnel Board
either as the representative of the Secretary of State
on that Boerd or, if necessary, by heving a small act
passed in Congress to provide that the Counselor of the
Department of State should be on the Peracnnel Beoard.

I am convinced thet you won't have Moore long
in Washington or indeed, on this earth, unless he is
given something to do. His service &as Acting Secretary
of State during the Secretary's absence in South America
was completely distinguished and to be reduced now to a
post which is somewhat less than thet of the negro mes-
sengers in the halls of the Department is necessarily
very discouraging.

Needless to sey, Mocre is the one man 1n the
entire Administration who 1s completely loved and re-
spected by the House and the Senste and any act con-
cerning him would pess unanimously.

Good luck and best wishes.,

Yours affectionately,

el

William C. Bullitt.
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Faris, November 4, 1937.
FERSONAL AN B=Srttrnmii it

Dear Mr. President:

I talked to the Duke of Windsor and his Duchess
for several hours last night and I had the curious
impression that while the marriage has been very
good for the boy, it has been very bad for the girl.
He 1s much calmer and much more self-confident, and
seems to be taking as serious an interest in housing
and other problems connected with the life of the
industrial workers as his royal intelligence will
permit. Ineldentally, he drank almost nothing and
is obviously intensely in love with his wife.

The girl, on the other hand, behaved like a
rerson whose insides have been taken out and replaced
by an idea of what a king's wife should be like. She
has gone English in a big way so far as her sccent is
concerned and, indeed, at the moment is talking a
rather nasal cockney which is more English than her

husbtand's rather good pronunciation. She has lost
that

The Honorable
Franklin Delanc Roosevelt,
President of the Unlted States of America,

The White House.
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that spontaneous wit and twinkle which used to make
her very attractive; instead she is "gracious". I
had the feeling that if one had her alone for a few
minutes she would probably say: "Isn't this a hell

of a mess but don't you think that I am doing it
well?" In other words, she has stopped being herself
and is engaged in trying to be exactly what she thinks
he wants her tc be.

I am sorry that Mrs. Roosevelt will be on her
speaking tour when the Windsors arrive and 1 explained
to them both, as you ordered, that the tour had been
arranged months in advance and could not be cancelled.
I have the feeling that Mrs. Roosevelt would produce
a rapid return to nature on the part of Wallis. In-
cidentally, the Duchess expressed at considerable
length, and apparently with sincerity, a deep admiration
for lMrs. Roosevelt, and I hope they may meet somewhere
sometime while the Windsors are in the United States.

I am giving a dinner tonight in honor of the pair
and if enything interesting occurs I'll get off another
letter to you at once.

The most interesting thing last evening was when
the Duchess remarked, in describing Hitler's intense

interest in architecture, that the Fithrer had said to

her:
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her: "Our buildings will make more magnificent ruins
than the Greeks'", That seemed to me to be about as
revealing psychologlcally as anything I have ever

heard. The curse of the Germans 1s that they have
swallowed the Niebulungenlied and do not recoil even

before the GBtterdimmerung.
Love to you all and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

<199

liam C., Bullitt.



Letter sent around the eighth of Nov. 1937 to
the buke of Windsor via Bill Bullitt from F.D.R.

SEE--Great Britain-Drawer 2--1937
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Noveriber 11, 1937,

Dear B1l1l:-

It 1s a pood sonnet -- even in
Provencal -- but 1t does not hold a candle
to the sonnet reéently written to me by my
fellow Americans, the Eskimos of Alaska,

Is the story printed in the Hearst
papers true -- that the eta of Nimes afe
descended from the Joan, who
I an given to understand, 11 in that ne oY=
hood? Compared to thntﬁn&nlmmrmu
was nlebelan!

It is all very well for you to send
me Caleb Hyde's fone:mns of fer but you gent no
recommendation with i1t. What do think?
And what do you think Congress (which would
have to accept the offer) would say to the ad-
ditional cost of up-keep?

I have nlways thought that the house
on the Avenue d'Iena was a mistake and that
the office bullding on the Place de la Concorde
should have been so designed as to include the
residence of the Ambaseador. If that had been
done 1t would have been obvious and proper %o
rive the Ambassador a place at Versallles --
but three estadbli s will lodk a dit steep
to the Congressmen from Missourl, ete,



U

’ lllnlhul I will talk with the
Seéretary about the offer -- and you teoll

n-. that I am deeply appreciative that
questions :i:timlm including

nany
thn.taf Congress, and I will 1et him hear
from me in a short time,

As ever yours,

Honorable Williak C, Bullltt,
Ameridan Trobassy,

Paris,
France



Personal and Parls, November 3, 1937.

STTICTLy Caiisiemmrmtmieming

Dear Mr. President:

I em enclosing herewith a letter from James
Hazen Hyde to you, together with a copy of an ac-
companying letter from him to me.

It sounds all right to me but I am investigating
the technicalities with regard to the tax queatinnjand
I beg to report that Mr. James Hazen Hyde dined with ne
a few evenings sgo and, in spite of the fect thaet he
insisted on rice, carrots, potatoes and crackers while
the rest of my guests were enjoying twelve courses with
Meursault, Haut-Brion, Pormery end Cognac, he looks as
if he would last for another forty yeers. His French
wife reports hopefully, however, that he has a bad
heart!

Love and best wishes to you all.

Yours affectionetely,
:::::;ESL:'\\
William C. Bullitt.

The Honorable
Frenklin Delasno Rocsevelt,

President of the United States of America,
The White: House,



Personal end Strictly Parlis, November 2, 1937,

Dear Mr. President:

I telked with Norman Davis at length on his
arrival here and informed him es well as I could with
regard to the point of view of the French Government;
and he was kind enough to inform me or, I hope, mis-
inform me, with regard to your own point of view. He
made it sound as if you thought God had laid Woodrow
Wilson's mantle upon you, and were about to take on
your shoulders, or rather those of the people of the
United States, all the pains of the world.

I don't believe this is so; but for Gawd's sake
rememnber thﬁt Woodrow Wilson, as & collapsed ex-President,
used to lie in bed thinking of the text, "By their fruits
ye shall know them."™; and recalling that the fruits he
could report to St. Peter were war and the Treesty of
Versailles.

There
The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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There ure a lot of people in America at the moment
who are beginning to be ashamed of the idea of keeplng
the United Stetes at peace. A number of times in Wash-
ington I heard the statement, "Well, I'd rather not be
in the Government if the United States won't intervene
in the Far East and the wer which is coming in Turope.™
Thet sort of thinking seems to me the product of nothing
but overgrown egotism on the part of men who are so old
thet they know they won't heve to go out and die.

You may heve seen & recent book of Bertrend Russell's
which contains a brilliant analysis of the present inter-
netionel situation. Bertrand (who is in meny weys an ass)
holds as the one hope of the world the possibility that
the United States will stay out of war in the Far Last
or in Europe and will have, at the end of the holocaust,

& c¢ivilization intact and sufficient strength to pick
up the pleces and put them together again.

I believe that it is & damned sight nobler to act
on that line than to throw the United States again into
war in order to produce again a peace worse than the

present peace to end peace.
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I apologize for this uutburst.;but when I listened
to the fluff eand fuzz of your edition of Benjemin
Franklin's Mr, Bancroft telking about what you intended
to do, I was moved on behalf of the U, 5. A. =-- even
though I didn't believe a word he said,

Blessings snd keep your shirt on.

Yours affectionately,

5 % B

Williem €. Bullitt,

E—————
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Noveaber 22, 1987,

sincerely
with the saall minority found in every class of citizens,
professional, business or laboring man,

One of the difficulties, quite frankly, is
that I have had o little cooperation fros the great
najority of business wen in efforts to eliainate eertain
real sbases of the past. If the majority eould really

» lay the
wish to help ending abuses, there vould be
of teas work
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Very sineerely yours,

Orville i, Ballitt, Eog.,
»

hite Marsh, Pennaylvanis.

|
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Paris, November 23, 1937.
Personal and Strictly

Dear Mr. President:
I em sending you herewith a copy of a despatch to
the Department of State. You will find, I guarantee,
the portion of it which deals with my conversation with
General Goering, a source of emusement to say nothing
of instruction. It was really an amazing conversation
and I hated to have to put it into respectable form for
the Depertment.
You will remember that when I was representing
¥you at the funersl of Marshal Pilsudski, I had to sit
and walk next to General Goering for three days and
found him so repellent that I literally could not address
a word to him. When I reached Berlin last Thursday I
wes horrified to discover that the Italian Ambassador
there, Attolico, who is an old friend of mine, without the
slightest suggestion from me and without obtaining my consent,
had gotten in touch with Goering and told him that I was coming
through

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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through Berlin and that Goering had said that he
would like to see me. I was a bit staggered by
the prospect but Attolico had put himself in such
a position by arranging for the conversation that
I could see no way out except an immediate attack
of ptomaine poiscning. I at once informed Dodd and
asked him if he thought the ptomaine polisoning ad-
visable but he said that he thought it might be
worth-while to go and ask the General some questions.
As a result, I went to see Goering in his private
residence. He has bullt for himself a house in the
middle of a huge block of public bulldings. You go
in through the entrance of the old Herren House and
after being marched by soldiers through endless
halls and past endlesas sentries find yourself in a
garden of four or five acres in the middle of which
thi=s house stands. Goering had provided an inter-
preter for the interview but as he had somebody
with him and I had to talk with the interpreter for
five minutes while waiting, and as the interpreter
was properly impressed by the extreme fluency of my
German, he said that he would like to inform the
General that an interpreter could only be an en-

cumbrance - so I saw the man alone.
His



.

His offlce is a big room with a huge oak table
at one end; a table about fifteen feet long, six
feet broad, and at least four inches thick. There
wsfe three chairs, all built in mammoth proportions
and covered with cerise velvet, trimmed with gold.
The chalrs were so big that Goering loocked rather
less than the size of a normal man and, as you know,
he strongly resembles the hind end of an elephant.

In my chair I must have looked like some sort of
animated flea,

The whole décor was obviocusly designed to reduce
his bulk to normal and the feat was accomplished. He
has also lost about thirty pounds since I saw him in
Warsaw and looks more human. You will find that I
jolted him a bit and he liked it. For any man who
spoke good German and had some brains and bluntness
i1t would, I think, be the easiest thing in the world
to have a direct relationship with him.

In the account of the conversation which I an
gendling to the Department, I have left out, for obvious
reasons, his reference to Dodd. After he had expressed
to me his desire to have -better relations with the

United States he then said that he desired to say

something
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something to me which he hoped I would not resent.
The matter was a delicate one. But he considered
it simply disastrous that there should be no American
Ambassador in Berlin. Neither he nor anyone else in
the German Govermment could recognize Dodd as an
American Ambassador. Dodd was too filled with
venomous hatred of Germany to have any relations
with members of the Government, and in faet did not
exist.

iost of my conversation with Neurath was taken
up by Neurath's remarks on the subjeet of Dodd which
were far more vioclent than Goering's. Neurath said
to me that as we had known each other well for so
many years, he felt he had a right to speak to me
frankly about a matter which he felt was doing a
great injury to German-American relations and indeed
to the general world situation.

I was perhaps aware that some weeks ago he had
had the German Ambassador in Washington speak to
Mr. Welles and say that the Cerman Government could
not have any further relations with Dodd and would
be extremely relieved if he could be withdrawn from
Germany; that the German Government did not wish to
be pushed to asking for his withdrawal but would
have to ask for it unless he should be removed.
Neurath said that he desired to have better relations

with
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with the United States instead of worse relations
and, therefore, did not wish to be compelled to ask
for Dodd's withdrawal; but the fact was that the
German Government could no longer tolerate his
presence in Berlin and would in the near future

ask for his withdrawal unless the American Govern-
ment should withdraw him. He said that he hoped I
understood and that my Government understood the
reason for this attitude on the part of the German
Government. Dodd was so consumed with hatred of

the present régime in Germany that he never ceased
in any econversation he might have with anyone to
attack the German Government in any possible way.

He was totally blind to such virtues as the German
Government might have and magnified every fault. He
had even spoken publicly against the German Government
and the activities of his son against the Germen
Government had been utterly outragecus.

I asked Neurath why he had spoken to me about
this matter at the moment since presumably it had
been arranged through conversation between Dieckhoff
and Welles. He replied that Dieckhoff had informed
him that the matter had been arranged; but that Dodd,

on
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on his return to Berlin, had stated to countless persons
that although he had desired to resign the Presldent had
insisted on his returning to Berlin and that he expected
to remain indefinitely. (I ascertained later through
Dodd's similar statement to me and from his Counselor of
Embassy to whom he had made the same statement, and from
various other sources, that this was the line which Dodd
had taken.)

Neurath went on to say that although Dodd had always
been violently hostile to the leaders of the Nazl Govern-
ment, he had for a long time maintained persconal relations
with him. However, at the present time, Dodd was treat-
ing him with the same contempt and hostility with which
he was treating all other members of the Government and
he could tell me flatly that he, Neurath, would in
future refuse to have any relations whatscever with Dodd.

I attempted to pass off this matter without further
conversation and turned to another subject but before 1
left Neurath again returned to it and said, "I want to
impress upon you once more that Dodd's presence in
Berlin is intolerable and if he should not be withdrawn,
in the near future we will be compelled to ask for his
withdrawal."

Attolico, the Italian Ambassador, also spoke to me
about



about Dodd's present attitude in Berlin, saying that he
felt the United States could play an immense role in
Berlin at the present time as the German Government was
most anxious to have good relations with the United
States and that a great copportunity to promote peace
was being lost by keeplng Dodd in Berlin.

I was not surprised that this statement should
come from the Italian Ambassador but I was extremely
surprised when the French Ambassador, Frangols-Foncet,
whom Dodd considers his good friend, said to me,
"Bullitt, for Heaven's sake, get Dodd moved out of
Berlin. He used to be bad as an Ambassador but now
he is impossible. He even scolds me because I invite
members of the German Government to my Embassy. And
he embarrasses all of us ambassadors by taking the
line that we should not be ambassadors to the Govern-
ment to which we are accredited but should carry on
a sort of holy crusade against National Socialism.

He 1s conducting a personal crusade against the Nazil
Government and has no patience with anyone who will

not join him in that crusade, forgetting that a crusader
against a particular government should be anything in
the world except an ambassador accredited to that gov-
ernment.

Poncet went on to say that he felt that at the
present time it might be possible for the United States

to
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to exercise great influence in Berlin in the direction
of European peace, provided we had a really first-rate
ambassador, and that he hoped ardently he would soon
have an American colleague with whom he could work.

I have written you too much lately but you have
brought it on your own head by telling me that you
wanted me to write you more often. I have poured
upon your unoffending head too many words of wisdom:
but I have got the hablt now and here are a few more.
The situation today as I see it is the following:

Germany is increasing in military strength more
rapidly than France and Englend combined. I have
heard this statement repeatedly from military men in
Parls and had it in Berlin from the French Military
Attaché who is the great foreign expert on Gerrman
armament. He said, for example, that at the present
time Germany has between five thousand and six thousand
planes ready for action. The French have possibly less
than two thousand. He sald also that the rate of in-
crease in German armament would inevitably, in his
opinion, continue to be greater than that of France
and England combined unless England should introduce
conscription at once.

The atmosphere in Berlin today is singularly like
the



the atmosphere before 1914. The Germans are confident
and cocky; sure that time is working for them; sure
that they can get exactly what they want and determined
to get it.

The Poles are convinced that this German estimate
of thelr position is absolutely correct. Except in
case of a direct attack on France - in which case, I
believe, the Poles would respect their alliance and
enter war against Germany - they will do nothing what-
soever to stop Germany's march.

The Russians, by general agreement even on the
part of thelr protagonlists in Paris, are completely
cut of the pleture so far as Burope is concerned.

All hope that they might help Czechoslovakia has been
abandoned.

The Italians, fully aware that when Hitler has
eleaned up Austria and Czechoslovakia, they will be-
come mere German satellites, nevertheless are ready
to accept this position because they hope that in
return for their cooperation, Hitler may some day toss
them Tunis and perhaps Alglers.

The French are at their wit's end, divided between
the belief that it is better to have war now rather
than let Germany take in the Germans of Czechoslovakia

and
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and their fear that they will be defeated in such a
war by the combined efforts of Germany and Italy.

The British, so nearly as I can discover, are
at the moment on the following line: They will
finally, deviously, by silences and tacit approvals,
as the lesser evil, permit Hitler to take Austria;
take the Germans of Czechoslovakia and dominate
Central Europe and the Balkans; relying on the pos-
sibility that when Hitler is firmly established on
the Brenner Pass, Mussolini, in self-defense, will
be compelled to swing into the French-British orbit.
Furthermore, I believe the British are prepared to
offer Hitler a colonial domain but no portion of
their colonial domain. The colonial domain they
will offer will be first, that of Portugal; then
that of Belgium; and finally, if necessary, that of
France.

I am less sure than I was a few weeks ago that
France will actually go to the support of Czechoslovakia
in case of a German attack. I still believe that France
will do so but there is a considerable possibility that
if the Germans begin their attack by a revolt of the
Germans of Bohemia, the French will communicate at once
with London and ask if Creat Britain will support France
in defending Czechoslovakia and the British will reply

by
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by advising France to refer the matter to the League

of Nations and adding that until the League has decided
on appropriate action they will do nothing. This may
prevent the French from taking any action until Germany
has overrun Czechoslovakia. Under these ¢ircumstances,
I should not be surprised to find Chautemps, in the
course of the next few weeks, swinging to the view

that it is better to make a spectacular effort to

reach terms with Germany. He will unquestionably be
opposed by the Quai 4'Orsay whose only policy since
1919 has been to register German viclations of the
Treaty of Versailles in order to prepare a beautiful
White Book to be published at the outbreak of the

next war.

Chautemps, I think, will wish personally to enter
into direct conversations with Germany and perhaps
make the necessary concessions: In other words, to
abandon Austria and the Cermans of Czechoslovakia to
Hitler. But he will know that his Government will
fall if he tries to put this Poliey in practice. The
Communists, on whose votes he depends for his ma jority,
would throw him out and the French have, on the whole,
that curious sort of a sense of honor which makes it
possible for them to contemplate submitting to a

German
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German fait accompli with regard to Czechoslovakia
but makes them unwilling to advise the Czechs to
submit before a fait accompli.

This is not a promising picture but there is
one element in it that 1s not altogether dreadful.
The Russians have now apparently retired behind
their swamps, and the fact is beginning to be re-
cognized even in France that the eastern boundary
of Europe is not the Ural Mountains but the sSwamps
which extend from Finland, past Poland, to Rumania.
To give up the Russian Alliance and admit that
Germany, having lost the war, has won the final
vietory and will be henceforth the dominant factor
in Europe, would be, I believe, today regarded as
the part of wisdom by the vast majority of the reople
of France who think about international affairs. It
is not today practical polities.

The only way that I can see that the growth of
German strength, which I regard as inevitable, can
be used for constructive instead of destructive pur-
poses is by a general affurﬁ to make the glving of
these concessions to Germany a part of a general
Plan of unification for Europe. I believe that we

can have a considerable influence in bringing about

such
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such a result. I am not advising that we should get
into the game ourselves or start again to play an
active part in European polities; but I was struck
in Germany by the faet that I was told by everyone,
not simply Nazis, but also Americans and also the
ambassadors and ministers of half a dozen other
nations that the Germans have the most profound de-
sire to improve their relations with us and that we
can influence them. We can certainly also influence
the Italians. We do not have to do more than give
them decent, simple advice of which every American
would approve and to transmit from one nation to
another the good things about each rather than trans-
mitting the bad things.

I realize that all this may sound as if I had
become a Pollyanna. I don't think I have. I edmit
that the chances are against reace and in favor of
war, and I believe that the year 1938 will be deci-
sive, but I think we ought to make the effort to
preserve peace - just as quietly as possible.

Incidentally, Frangois-FPoncet, in saying to me
that we could exercise an immense influence for peace
in Germany, added, "For Heaven's sake, don't try to

exercise your influence for peace by calling any

general
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general conference at the present time. It could only
serve to emphasize differences and not to bring about
reconciliation. The ground must be prepared carefully
by regular diplomatic channels and in that your Govern-
ment can play a great part." I agree.

Love and good luck.

N

William C. Bullitt.

Enclosure:

Copy of Embassy's despatch
dated November 23, 1937,
entitled: "Visit of Ambassador
Bullitt to Warsaw",
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Paria, November 23, 1937.
PERSONAL, AND SPRECEA—GaNPTr MG,

Dear Mr. President:

A brief note of warning on a subject about
which I know a great deal. Colonel Philip R.
Faymonvlille, who is the greatest Bolshevik lover
at large and is at present our Military Attaché
in Moscow, is about to attempt to get you to sign
an Executive Order prolonging for another four
years his tour of duty as Military Attaché in
Moscow. Faymonville went in with me and was without
question the most unsatisfactory member of the staff
as he constantly went behind the back of the Embassy
to assure the Bolshies that they were loved by our
Government whatever I might say. He should have
been withdrawn long ago but was not because the War
Department could not dig out any other officer who

spoke
The Honorable

Franklin Delanoc Roosevelt,

Fresldent of the United States of America,

The White House.



spoke Russian,

I consider his continued stay in Moscow not in
the publie interest and a prolongation of his stay
by the unusual act of an Executive Order would
undermine greatly the prestige of our Embassy there
which - in spite of the incumbency of krs. Davies'
husband - continues to be high because the State
Department staff 1s exceptionally able.

Yours,

William C. Bullitt.
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Paris, November 24, 1837.

Personal ﬁd

Dear )r. President:

I have to report that, in accordance with your
instructions, I delivered respectfully into the hands
of His Royal Highness the Duke of Windsor your com-
munication with photograph. The Duke was appreciative;
but, on regarding himself as Prince of Wales, seemed
somewhat depressed by his present appearance.

You would really like that boy now. He is much
nicer than he has ever been and the Duchess has become
completely human again - at least 1n conversation with
me. You will be glad to know that her favorite bridge
partner is Offie! That shows progress.

I never believed you were about to mount a white

charger but Cordell's friend, Norman, had assured me

that

The Honorable :
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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that just as soon as the Japanese should refuse to
Join the conference at Brussels you would launch a
project for the effective quarantining of Japan by
use of our Fleet in the Far East, and even more
violent measures,

At this moment, when you are nursing the poison
of a bad tooth in Washington and I am nursing the
poison of a bad tooth in Paris, it seems to me that
we both are in a position to appreclate that the
slightest lowering of resistance is apt to produce
bad results when there are germs around. You get
so much cockeyed advice on foreign affairs that you
have to keep your resistance to germs in that area
particularly high. Norman simply made me .fear for
a moment that you had an international infected tooth.

The white charger reminds me that you are shortly
going to have to decide who is to be the Chief of
Cavalry. Colonel Joseph A. Baer, now at Headquarters
of the Third Corps Area at Baltimore, is one of the
two leading candidates. I don't know whether the
other man is better than he is or not, but I can
promise you that Baer, whom I know well, is absolutely
first-rate,

In view of the remarks of Vandenberg on my visit

to
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to Tony Biddle, I have decided that my travels for
the moment must be confined to the Bols de Boulogne.
The United States Government on January lst will owe
me 107 daye holiday. I think I will take most of
them in the spring rather then exclte Vandenbarg
agaln by Quturning to ses Anne for Christmas, and
joining the homeward fllght of Bingham, Davies, et
al, I shall have Anne mount the 35 EUROFA on De=-
cerber 16th end spend her Christmas holidays with
ma here.

I understand that people in Amerlca are rathesr
excited because the French Government is digging
arme out of various cellars in Paris. No one here
is in the least excited. On my return from Warsaw
no one mentioned the matter to me for forty-eight
hours. I finally began to consider this somewhat
pecullar and said to a lady at a ball at the Polish
Embassy that I wondered why this was so. "Why", she
said, "ever since the 6th of February, 1954, everyone
{n Paris has had a passion for collecting machine
gunsi®

I talked with the Minister of the Interioer and
the Chief of the Sireté Générale today, and with
Chautemps, Delbes and Bonnet on the subject yesterday.

Thare
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There wasn't a single one of them who had anything tec
add to the lady's comment!

You will understand the French attitude; but I
can't imagine many other Americans comprehending it
in the least. '

Blessings.

.

William C. Bullitt.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, December 3, 1937.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I am sending along with a friend of mine from

the office who is enroute to America an extra little
box of French soap which I think you will like. It's
a gift from me to you for Christmas and I think 1t's
enough soap to keep you clean for a long time provided
you don't begin doing the only thing which you aren't
doing as yet at the White House - that 1s, stoking the
White House furnaces!

We've had a very exciting week here with the French
getting beck from London; Mr. end Mrs. Norman Davis both
111 on our hands - she has leucomia (sp.?) and he has a
bad bronchiel cold. They're both much better today but
shouldn't be taeking a boat train at 8:30 in the evening
in this damp, chilly climete. The newspapers from Calals
ennounce that Mr. Devies sneaked through France on his way
to London but he couldn't escepe the press who got hot on
his trail and asked him when he expected to take charge
in London. Mrs. Davies' first deughter by her first husband
(ske has three living husbends and we must keep them straight)
lives in Peris end is announcing semi-publicly that she will
be apen&ing "ea great deal of my time in London soon with
mother .

Did you know I tried to get you on the telephone on
Saturday afternoon, November £7th? Apparently, you had Just
left for Florida or were helping the President get off to
Florida? The reason I called you was the following: The
Ambessador is completely run down and should have a vacatlon.
He is working much too intensely and much too hard and should
get away from here for real rest from time to time. He is
extremely popular here and is doing a swell Jjob and, according
to Mr. Hull, Mr. Welles, Mr. Moore, etc. etc. is doing the
swellest job in the Service and in fact is the only man in
Europe todey doing first-class reporting. In order to live
up to this reputation he is kept constantly on the go from
fourteen to eighteen hours a day and it's Just too much.

I have tried to do all I could to get him fo slow down some
but it's impossible so long as he stays in Paris.

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White House,
Weshington.
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I also tried to persuade him to go home for Christmas
but he merely replied by saying that his work was in Paris
end he shouldn't be in Americe too often. So there you are,.
Anne 1s coming over here instead.

I wish that someone, somehow would Jjump on his neck
eand force him to slow down. I know Judge Moore has advised
him by letter time and agein not to overwork himself but
letters don't seem to help. I hope, therefore, that you will
either persuade your Chief to mentlion this subject to him
sometime, or else speak to him about it when you see him
agein. AND DON'T MENTION TO ANYONE THE FACT THAT I WROTE

YOU ON THIS SUBJECT.

With all good wishes for & very happy Christmas and
New Year, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

7 Ly
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gariﬂ, December 7, 1937.
Fersonal and Semfibdembieds
Dear Mr. President: fj\

I wag distressed to read in the papers that you
had to break off your vacation on account of your
jaw. I hope to Heaven it is nothing serliocus and
'that you will be in fine shape again soon. Whatever
the doctors say, don't let them begin to pull out
all your teeth. They pretend it is a simple matter;
but I know two people whose hearts have almost stopped
beating from the shock of having most of their teeth
pulled at once. 0ld Doctor Bullitt feels inclined to
come home and take care of you, and I hope you will
be able to let him know scon that you are not really
iil.

I can not tell you how delighted I was to get
the news of Hugh Wilson's appointment to Berlin., I
have felt like singing a TE DEUM LAUDAMUS.

As you will have gathered from the account of
the

The Honcrable
Franklin Delanc Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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the conversations I had during a mere twenty-four
hours in Berlin, it is not difficult to establish
good conversational relations with the Nazl leaders,
and Hugh Wilson should be able to give you the same
sort of information from Berlin that I can send you
from Paris. Hls appointment at this moment is es-
pecially well-timed. The Germans are anxious to
get together with the French and the French are
even more anxious to get together with the Germans,
and Hugh and I, without seeming to move hand or
foot, ought to be able to pour a lot of useful oil
on the troubled wvaters. There are sufficient fa-
voreble elements in the present situation to make
it possible to hope that if they are nurtured with
sufficient diplomatie skill, this coming summer may
mark not the beginning of the destruction of Europe
but the beginning of the construction of peace in
Europe. I don't say that the result will necessari-
ly be peace; but I do think that the chances for
peace in Europe are increased definitely by your
appointment of Hugh to Berlin,and I thank you pro-
foundly.

I hope that you will advise Hugh to pass through
Paris on his way to Berlin. The Germans will see

nothing out of the way in that and I shall arrange

for
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for him to have long conversations with Chautemps,
Delbos and the rest. His interest to the leaders
in Berlin, indeed, will be considerably enhanced
by his stay in Paris. Twenty-four hours here will
be enough and there could be no possible eriticism
of that.

I have telegraphed so fully this past week
that there is little to add. I think it might be
most useful if on any occasion when you see either
the German Ambassador or the French Chargé d'Af-
faires, you would say that you are delighted to
see that there has been an improvement in Franco-
German relations. The French care tremendously
about your opinion and the Germans care a lot also
because to them America represents the great question
mark. They are afraid that in spite of all our ef-
forts to remain out of the next war, we shall be
drawn ‘intc it as we were drawn into the last war.
They want tremendously to diminish the chance that
we may come in against them and, therefore, want to
improve their relations with us, not realizing that
diplomatic politeness would not affect our ultimate
action or inaction in any way. Theilr desire to im-
prove relations, however, may enable us to get out

of them a lot of things we want.
If
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If and when you send Fred Sterling to Vienna
and are looking for someone to go to Latvia, you
could do a lot worse than to send John Viley there
as Minister. There would be no point in having two
senior career men in Vienna, and Wiley would be
grand in Riga.

I have been interested in the past few days
to have both Stanley Hornbeck and Edgar liowrer say
to me separately that Norman Davis had told them
that he was astonished that, when the Japanese
refused to come to Brussels, you had not taeken an
extremely strong line of action against Japan, as
you had told him that you intended to do so. You
will percelive, therefore, that his remarks to me,
which made me believe that the white charger was
standing at the White House door, were not isolated.

Just before Davis left Paris, he asked me my
opinion with regard to the following proposal: that
the United States, Great Britaln and France should
agree never to recognize any territorial conquests
of Japan in China and never to permit any of their
institutions or nationals to make any loans to
Japan so long as Japan should remain in occupation
of Chinese territory.

I told Davis that before answering any such

question
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question I should want to lie on my back and look

at the celling for a number of hours while imagining
all the possible consequences of such action. I
remarked, however, that one objection occurred to
me at once. The use of the words "ever" and "never"
should be prohibited in American diplomacy. This
applied especially to the Far East which is today

a focal point of international confliet. I still
believed, as I have for several years, that con-
fliet between Japan and Russia is inevitable because
of the position of Vliadivostok as the geographical
center of the Japanese Empire. I felt certain that
we have no vital interests in the Far East any more
than we have in Africa.

From me to you my opinion is this: we have
large emotional interests in China, small economic
interests, and no vital interests. The future is
cbscure; so obscure that I can not help recalling
that the Kaiser persuaded T.R. to urge France to
accept a conference in the Moroccan affair of 1905
by the argument that the destruction of the German
Navy in a war would leave Great Britain and France
free to partition China!

By 1914 T.R. must have thought that his fears
about destruction of the German Navy leading to

partitioning
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partitioning of China by Great Britain and France
had been a rather lousy basis on which to determine
polliey.

There is no basis of poliey more unreal or
disastrous than the apprehension of remote future
dangers. As our mutual friend, Euripides, wrote:

"There be many shapes of mystery,
And many things God brings to be:
Past hope or fear,
And the end men looked for cometh not,
And a path there is where no man thought
S0 hath it happened here."

The far-off bugaboo of complete Japanese domina-
tion of Asia and an eventual attack on us seems to
me no basis' whatsoever for present-day policy. The
Japanese will have their hands full with China and
the Soviet Union and their one hope will be to avoid
war with us. I think, therefore, that for the fore-
seeable future we should watch events in the Far East
but not participate in them if we can avoid participa-
tion., It seems to me that we should at the moment
discourage any Americans from lending a penny to
Japan - provided any are so idiotic as to want to -
but I think our Government should do it on the quiet,
without making any large announcements of policy or
giving any pledges to that effect to France or England
or anycne else.

I feel also that the more ships we add to our

Navy
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Navy the better. If the Japanese try to keep pace
with our building it will diminish by Jjust so much
their resources for the domination of China.

I had a visit this morning from & nervous
gentleman who obviously thought very well of himself.
He came in to say that he desired to make a visit to
the United States as a friendly gesture to you. He
wanted to tell you officially that he had no hard
feelings. He was the Mayor of Cannes! I sat firmly
on his head and sent him back to Cannes squashed.
FPoor Johnny enabled him to get on the front page
and he would like to get back there again. As you
ocecasionally say, "Aren't human beings awful?"

I haven't seen your little friends, the Windsors,
for sometime but, from reports, I gather that they
are winning friends daily in Paris. The ladies of
France are captivated by the Duchess who dresses
better even than they do.

The old Deputy, Charles Baron, who called on
you to give you the portraits of Lafayette and the
Chevalier Bayard called on me today. In the customary
manner, you had reduced him to gasping admiration.

He said, however, that the Mayor of Grencble was

becoming most impatient because he had not received
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a letter of thanks for the portrait of Bayard. He
said that Chautemps, who has to receive a letter of
thanks for the portrait of Lafayette, would under-
stand any reasonable delay, but that the Mayor of
Grenoble felt that he had made a great gesture and
wanted some thanks quick. So please produce them.
Good luck for the tooth, Merry Xmas, a Happy
New Year and my love to you and all the family.

Sl

Williem C. Bullitt.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN LEGATION
Vienna, December 21, 1937.

Dear Bill:

I return herewith the copy of your despatch
No. 1267 of November 25th, which I have gone over
carefully and with the greatest interest. The
statements of Beck, Neurath and especially Goering
are all smack down my alley,. They confirm meny
conjectures and substentiate our reports to a
gratifying degree. Indeed, the conversation with
Goering is a ten strike of monumentel proportions.

l. Conversetion with Sekdh.

I have always been impressed:by Sakoh. lot
only have I never known him to lie but I have
found him independent in mind, communicative in
speech, and extremely well informed. His remarks
to you seem exceptionally interesting.

2. Conversation with Schacht.

Schacht's attitude towards Hitler and the
Netional Soclaelist Party seems to confirm current
reports. His theme song apparently remains
unchenged: economic concessions to Germany in the
vague hope of political appeasement.

3. Conversetlon with Beck,

Beck's statements confirm the impression gained
in Warsaw by Guido Schmidt during his visit there
in November thet there had been no improvement in
Czech-Polish relations. Beck is a notorious liar and
I doubt whether he really believes that Germany's

The Honoreble
William C, Bullitt,
American Ambassador,
Paris, France.
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intentions in respect of Sudeten Germans are &s
imminent as he suggested. However, Mussolini is
reliably reported to heve made similer statements
toc Stoyadinovitch in Rome &nd to have shown real
anxiety over the situation; so there mey be some-
thing to 1it. Uy own impression 1= quite to the
contrary, nemely that the Germens are turning off
the Nazl heat on both Hungery and Czechoslovakia
in order to concentrate pressure on Austria, and
that Goering wants the Anschluss by penetration
and manoeuvring; not by direct methods.

Beck sounded qulte convinecing, however, when
he declared that there would be no casus foederis
if France became involved in war with Germany
following the latter's intervention in Czechoslovakisa.
On the contrary, there would be loud cheers. In
faet I think that Poland would weasel out of the
casus foederis with France irrespective of the
circumstences which France might be able to invoke.

Czech-Polish antipathy is probably one of the
outstanding negative successes of German poliey.
Probably Beck wlll play fairly close to the
Germans in the hope of obtaining in anticipation
& prolongation of the ten year truce.

Beck's insistence that 1f Benes grented
concessions to the Germen minority, similar
concesaions would have to bte extended to the
Polish minority demonstrates the difficulty of the
gsitustion for the Czech Government. Hungery, too,
would raise the same hue and cry. And finelly, the
various minorities of Czechoslovekie all united on
a pro-German platform might wag the dog.

4, Conversation with Attolico.

That negotiations for a mew Locernc should
require as & condition precedent the recognition of
Ethiopia and the "exception™ of the Franco-Soviet
mutual assistence pect, makes difficult the approach;
particularly so since & colonial settlement with
Germany would seem to enter the pilocture with equal
force, There is a line in PARADISE IOST which
seems particularly pertinent to the Franco-Soviet
agreement: "Feith unfaithful shell keep them
falsely true."
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It would be interesting to know still more
regerding the sincerity of Italien intentions
towards Spain. My feeling is that the Italians
will get out; that the Spaniards in the long run
would make 1t difficult, if not impossible, for them
to stay., The Italiens, however, will very probably
seek concessions from France and England before they
evacuate their troops. Every additionel item for
negotiation 1s another obstacle in the path of a
European settlement.

5. Conversatlion with Neureth.

Neurath's argumentation with regerd to Franco-
German relations and a European settlement has the
same initisl premise as that of Goering. Neurath
appears much more moderate and reessonsble. I= he?
One might suspect thet Neurath advocates a policy
of successful nibbling, without shocking sensibilities
by raising the spectre of Germany's eventual aims,
His polnt of vlew may be more astute tectically
than Goering's rather than essentlally different.

One might infer from what Neurath said thet
Germany would be gqulte satlisfied if the Sudeten
Germans received Gldehberechtigung end fair treatment
but not autonomy. It is not lmpossible that this
formula might be worked out and provide a temporary
détente. Hodza seems to recognize the need of
attempting to adjust the legitimate ccmplaints of
the German minority. I am sure that Hodza has
been under considerable Austrien pressure in this
sense,

6. Conversation with Goering.

One could hardly ask for a more perfect
clarification of the foaition of Germany in Europe
than the one you elicited from Goering. It is a
historical statement. Clearly, Goering's
conception of a Franco-German rapprochement is
based on French acquiescence in yielding the
hegemony of Europe to the Reich. While the French
position has been progressively weakened since the
War, 1t is still too strong to suggest that the
danger of wer in Europe could be averted on this
basis, It is German folly to expect the French
to yleld to such an extent.

Perhaps the most significeant admission elicited
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from Goering wes in respect of Anschluss: "The
German Government at the present ¢ s not
pressing the matter because of certain momentary
political considerations, especielly in its

relations with Italy." |This elearly confirms
previous reports that both Mussolini and Ciano

heve made 1t clear to Goering that Italien interest
in the maintenance of Austria's independence has

not been abandoned. I wonder what the implieation
of "momentary™ is? There is perhaps more possibility
of confllet than of cohesion in the long run in the
Rome-Berlin axis, This seems to be a period where
netions hate their enemies and mistrust their allies.

Goering, even more than Hitler, suffers from
nostalgia for all that was Germen Austria. Moreover,
he seems to inherit from his fether an unhappy passion
for overseas colonies, I wonder, though, whether
his disavowal of any German desire to expand Eastward
truly reflects the Germen mentality. In my dey
in Germeny the thesis of "floating frontiers" wes
widely indoctrinated. Personally, I very much
‘doubt whether Germany would ignore & favoresble
opportunity, should there ever be cne, to march
into the Soviet Union.

It is not Impossible that both Neurath's
assurances in regard to the anti-Comintern pact
and Goering's disavowal of interest in the Ukraine
were an attempt to forestall the suspleion that
Germany planned concerted action with Jepan.
Goering's statement that the Japanese campaign in
China was preliminery to her inevitable attack on
Russia was perticulerly frank end convincing.

The situation of Austria is desperate but I em
not sure that it is immedistely serious. Austria
hes weged every ocampaign on the basis of defensive
tactios, Her armies have rarely advanced
vietoriously. But they have almost never retreated
in disorder. ©Politically, Austria's tactics are
defensive and they are not without a certain
reslilience.

The present Austrian form of govermment is
not a benevolent despotism in the Greek sense,
It is eamiably authoriterien. In my opinion, the
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Nezl menace within the country has been
considerably exaggerated. Numerically, the
Nazis ere strong. Most of them, however, are
given to a diet of veal and pastry end a fondness
for light musie. The percentage among them
with blood and iron in their souls is probebly
not so very great. Supporting the Government
egainst the Nazis are many different elements:
the Catholles, the Jews, the ex-Social Demoecrats,
the ex-Communists, and, lest but not least, the
Legitimists,

Once upon a time this part of Europe was
united against the Turks. Indeed, unity is
neerly elweys against something rather than for
scgmething. In Austrie this is the case, The
meny discordant elements in Austria which
constitute the Patriotic Front on the whole seem
to be effectively cemented by their opposition
to the Nazls, In consequence, the danger of a
successful Nazi eruption from within seems remote,.
Intervention from without would have to be based
on either the acquiescence of France or Italy
(despite the axis), or both, or run the risk of
war.

If Germany had maintained a constitutional
form of government and the identity of the
constituent states of the Reich, Austria, in my
opinlon, would never have been able successfully
to resist the gravitational pull of Berlin. In
other words, Hitler and National Socialism have
retarded Anschluss. It is not impossible that
Itely will be the prime factor in its future
postponement,

From a militery point of view, the position
of Germany is not believed to be guite as strong
as one might think. ITf Germany were to march,
it is foreseen that Frence might not attack.
Nevertheless, if the French manned the Maginot
line, the major part of the German army would be
glued to the West. Some optimists believe that
if Czechoslovakie were to recelve aviation assistance
from outside, it would be anything but a parademarsch
for the Germans,
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The Germans have been much concerned over
alleged manceuvres for the federation of Austriae,
Czechoslovakia and Hungery. It is true that
great progress hes been made in developing
goliderity and community of interest as between
Austria and Czechoslovakla and Austrie and Hungary.
The differences and entipathy between Czechoslovakia
end Hungary heve been too great to permit of any
reel progress in closing the triangle. However,
if the Czech Government can devise some scheme to
appease the question of minorities, it is not
impossible thet a fairly substantial lmprovement
in relations can be effected between Czechoslovakia

and Hungary.

I do not believe that the question is one of
immediate significance. My thesls 1s that the
situetion in general has been developing along the
following lines:

The idea of either restoration in Austrila
or & triple federation under Otto has been
definitely put to one side, Both Hitler and
Goering have made it perfectly clear that in an
ettempt to restore the Heapsburgs, the Germans
would reach Vienne before Otto. loreover,
Yugoslavia would also march, since it is clear
that with a Hapsburg on the throne in Austria,
Yugoslavia would have great trouble in holding
Catholic Croatia. In other words, en
attempt &t restoration would probatly involve a
general European conflict.

Also, Austris has emberked on an earnest
effort at rapprochement with the Little Entente,
which implies that Austria will follow 2 conelliatory
policy regerding restoration. Moreover, it is
not impossible that in the pursuit of his own
policy wis-a-vis the Little Entente, Mussolini has
made his politicel colleboration with Austria, which
I am sure goes much further then is generally kmown,
conditional on Schuschnigg's definite relegation of
the Legltimist cause to the remote eand academic

future.

It seems probable that both Mussolini end the
Catholie Church wiew with positive but discreet
favor an eventusl federatlon of Austrils, Czecho-
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slovekia and Hungary along the lines of the Swiss
Confederation, To bring about agreement therefor
among the three states involved would be a long and
difficult process (probvably impossible) and the
attitude of Germany would probably be as hostile and
impulsive as in the event of restoration.

What seems more likely is that solidarity
between the three countries will develop for the
present along less obvious and provocative lines,
The Belglan example in respect of neutrality has
been studied here with significent interest. And
it may be thet the interests of these three
countries will graduelly and unobtrusively become
so ldentified politically that without an overt
act some of the foreign politicel edventages of
confederation can be achieved without crossing
the t's or dotting the 1i's. Cohesion with the
Balkan Entente, which is an effective organization,
will probebly be the keystone.

In connection with the Monerchist movement
there 1s, of course, some risk that there might be
a hair-breined coup. Relleble reports have it
thet von Papen 1s concentrating on this. Apparently
he assures the Legitimists that he is ardently
monarchist and that if Otto goes on the throne
wilthout French or British support or entanglement,
Hitler will acquiesce, The obvious explanation is
that von Papen is acting as egent provocateur in an
endeevor to furnish Germany with a prete or
intervention, In any event, he 1s a dubious and
surreptitious citizen. It is to be hoped that
Otto has sufficliently good advice not to be
invelgled into something foollsh by von Papen's
guile.

There is a report from a most knowledgable
source thet Goering is attempting to take Guldo
Schmidt into camp by obvious and direct means,
And, of course, Vespasian hit upon a great but
somber truth when he said ™money don't stink.

Yours,
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