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Heiden, Debra '//(,(/CMQQJ

From: McBride, Lea A.

Sent: Sunday, November 05, 2006 4:26 PM

To: Tutwiler, Lucy A.; Durkin, Charles P.; Heiden, Debra R
Ce: O'Donnell, Claire M.; Addington, David S. VICE PREOEEJ?N r
Subject: FYI HAS SEEN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Vice President Dick Cheney will spend Election Day on his first hunting
trip since he accidentally shot a companion last February while aiming at a covey of quail
on a private Texas ranch.

The vice president, after working at the White House on Monday morning, will head to South
Dakota to spend several days at a private hunting lodge near Pierre. Lea Anne McBride, his
press secretary, said it was an annual hunting outing and said Cheney spent Election Day
in 2002 at the same lodge.

He will be accompanied by his daughter, Mary, and his political director, Mel Raines, who
will help him keep track of the election returns, McBride said.

On a Feb. 11 hunting trip in Texas, Cheney shot attorney Harry Whittington in the torso,
neck and face when he pulled the trigger on his 28-gauge shotgun. The vice president later
called it ''one of the worst days of my life'' and said, ''The image of him falling is
something I'll never ever be able to get out of my mind. "'

The shooting was ruled an accident. Whittington was hospitalized for six days.
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To: Aylward, Patrick S.; Bennett, Melissa S.; Dick, Denise Y.; DL-NSC-APNSA; DL-NSC-WHSR;
Dryden, Logan E.; Durkin, Charles P.; Heiden, Debra; Houston, LaRhonda M.; Keller, Karen
E.; Kleppe, Elizabeth W.; Larranaga, Elyssa Hijazi; Newton, Julia K.; Sherzer, David;
Tutwiler, Lucy A.; Weinstein, Jared B.; Wilmoth, Benton M.

CC: Keller, Karen E.

Sent: Fri Nov 03 17:40:24 2006

Subject: Monday Intel Briefing

At this point, we are NOT planning on doing Intel via SVTS on Monday 11/6. That is
subject to change, and if it does, I will alert those on this distribution over the

weekend.

Thank you.



THE VICE PRESIDENT HAS SE!
' THE NEW YORK TIMES NA]

THE 2006 CAMPAIGN: The Battlegrounds

The House

Democrats stand their best
chance in a decade of
recapturing contrel of the House,
To do so, they need to take 15
more seats than they have now.
Below is a sampling of races to
walch, It represents not
necessarily the closest races, or
those that will decide the
outcome. Rather, it is a cross
section of races from different
parts of the country that are of
interest for a variety of reasons.
Cumulatively, they will provide
a sense of how the election is
unfolding on Tuesday night,

DEMOCRAT REPURLICAN

& ARIZONA'S FIFTH DISTRIGT

Harry JD.
Mitchell Hayworth
27.3 pel, pi.

& CALIFORMNIAS 11TH DISTRICT
. San
Richard W. Franciseo.g

Gerald
MeNemey Pomba

285

- CONNECTICUT S FOURTH DISTRIGT

Diane Christopher
Farvel) Shays
48

- FLORIDA'S 13TH DISTRICT er—

Christine
Jennings

Vern
Buchanan

* FLORIDA'S 16Tk DISTRICT

Phoemmx e .

Los Angeales

Races to Watch:

gdgepnrt

dackeonvile .
Timothy Joge e
Mashoney Negron Tempa e
Miari ?
© FLORIDA'S 22ND DISTRICT r—— .
Ron E. Clay o
. Tampa &5
Kiein Shaw Jr. T
275 Miard
& GEORGIAS EIGHTH DISTRICT _
3 !\tlsntfi;g‘
Jiry Mag oot .
Marshall Collins :
258

:

Incumbents are in italics, with 2004 margin of vicitory in percentage points

Mr. Hayworth, a six-term conservative Republican, has argued in
favor of sealing the United States border; an issue that plays well in
this Republican-dominated district. If Mr. Mitchell, a former mayor
of Tempe, can take the seat, it will be an indicator of just how far the
Demacrats have come in traditionally Republican areas of the West:
Mr. Pombo, a seven-term incumbent, has been dogged by the scandal
surrounding the lobbylst Tack Abramoff, who contributed to his
campaigns and his political action committea, Mz, McNerney has
also benefited this year from the Democratic Party's attention to the
race and from a redrawn district that inclides more Democrats.

A rematch in which Mr. Shays, a nine-term incumbent, faces Ms,
Farrell, whom he defeated in 2004. This year, Ms. Farrell has
criticized Mr, Shays' support for the Iraq war, but Mr. Shays, a
political moderate, has been more critical of the administration on
Iraq than many other Republicans.

The 13th District is a highly sytnbotic House seat for Demacrats, as it
Is held by Katherine Harris, the Republican who presided over the
recount of presidential ballots in Florida in 2000. Ms. Harris is giving
up the seai to run for the Senate. The race, between (wo political tiew-
camers, has been one of the most expensive House races this year,

Mr, Mahoney was given virtually no chance to beat Representative
Mark Foley. But after Mr. Foley resigned in disgrace in late
September, Mr. Mzhoney’s chances appeared excellent. More
recently, Republicans have rallied around Mr. Megron, a state
representative chosen by party leaders ta run for the seat.

Mr. Shaw, a 13-term incumbent, emphastzes his long tenure in the
House and his possibility of leading the poweriful Ways and Means
Committee. Mr. Klein, a state senator, casts Mr, Skaw's seniorily as a

liability, The district has more registered Republican voters than
Pemocrats, but it favored John Kerry in the 2004 presidential election,

After redistricting, Mr, Marshall finds himseil in 2 much more

Republican district, The race with Mr. Coilins, a former member of
the House, has been expensive and nasty, Republicans hope to pick up
a House seat hers, and President Bush has campaigned for Mr.
Coilins twice in recent weeks.
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DEMOCRAT REPURLICAN

% INDIANA'S EiGHTH DISTRICT ™ U RtWme  Mr, Hostettler, a six-ferm incumbent, faces a tough challenge from
Brad John L Mr. Ellsworth, the sheriff of Vanderburgh County and a Democrat
Thdinapetis  WhoSe stance on secial issues is conservative for his party, Mr. Hos-
Eifsworth Hostettier I tettler, nonetheless, paints Mr. Ellsworih as “far to the left”” and made

2.8 pot. pi. - the possibility of Nancy Pelosi becoming speaker a eampaign issue.
& KANSAS' SECOND DISTRICT kansuscry  Mr. Ryun, a former track star and five-term incumbent, was con-
sidered a few weeks agotobe a nearly certain winner here. But Ms.

B“g;gi RJ Tn . Wi Bayda, who lost to Mr. Ryun in 2004, has made gains to put the
¥ . outcome in doubt. As 2 sign of the race’s closeness, President Bush is
14.9 S scheduled to pay a visit to campaign on Mr. Ryun’s behalf Loday.
& KENTUCKY'S FOURTH DISTRICT "This race s a rematch of the 2002 election, in which Mr, Lucas, then
Ken Geoff Laisvitta m an lncumbent, beat Mr, Davis. Two years later, Mr. Davis came
Lueas Davis ST back to take the seat aiter Mr, Lucas retired. With three House seats
S still in play in the state, Kentucky has become a late battleground in
105 the fight for control.
© NEW MEXICO'S FIRST DISTRICT : Ms, Madrid, the state attorney general, is trving to unseat Ms.
Albunudigag Wilson, who Is on the House Intelligence Committee, in a race
ﬁ;gﬁ? Hﬁ;gi;'q‘ ' ﬁ - . largely driven by the war in Iraq and the inteiligence failures that
| LecGness  Precededit. But as in virtually all Southwestern races, immigration
e : and border controt are also prominent,
B NEW YORK'S 26TH DISTRICT The shadow of the Foley scandal is long over this western New York
district. Mr. Reynolds, a powerful Republican, faces My, Davis, a
E)j:ﬁiks ?:T?Z?dng' .. - S 73-year-old businessman who is largely financing his own campaign.
¥ A Mr. Davis trailed substantiaily until Mr. Reynolds's rale in the Foley
1.3 MNew Yol cage came under Scrutiny; now the race s in play.

5 NORTH CAROLINA'S 11TH DISTRICT The ability of conservative Demoerats to make inroads in socially
Heath Charlas H. conservative districts may be measured in this western North
Shuler Taylor " #.;___"-«'--Ef{.ﬁaigﬁ Carolina district, where Mr, Shuler, a conservative Democrat and

fay © '+ former National Football League quarterback, takes on Mr. Taylor,
8.8 ' an ejght-term incumbent.
- OHIO'S 15TH DISTRICT . Ms. Pryce, a seven-term incumbent, has suffered from the Foley
Mary Ja Deborah - '%’e-:f"’""‘" case. Just weeks before Mr. Foley's conduet became known, Ms.
Kliro Prvce : “B;fm_amm Pryce had listed him amang five people she considered friends in
Y 4 ﬁz& e Washington, Ms. Kilroy has focused on the issue, hoping 1t will swing
200 Sifri votes inher direction or lead some conservatives not to vote at all,
i OHIO'S 18TH BISTRICT + _Dleveang 10e faliout of Republicans’ éthics troubles is on display in the fight
Zack Jo LT over the seat being vacated by Bob Ney. Mr. Ney, a Republican,
Space Pad yett Pleaded guilty ta taking illegal gifts from the lobbyist Jack Abramoft.
g Mr. Space, a lawyer, faces Ms. Padgett, a state senator in this
histerically Pemocratie, but more recenitly Republican, district.
TEXAS' 2200 DISTRICT Mr. Lampson, a former representative who lost his seat to
Nick Sheliey Datlan, redistricting in 2003, faces Ms. Sekula-Gibbs, a dermatologist and

. 7. Houston City Council member, to filt the vacant seat previously held
Montatn “ by Tom DeLay, the former majority leader. Taking the seat would
be a point of pride for Democrats.

Lampson  Sekwla-Gibibs




Tammy Poter J. Peotid LHICKWOTTN, @ LeIOCralic 1¥aq War veleTan wao W05 Ner 18¢s
Duckworth Roskam spdngum combat, ig locked in a dead heat with Mr, Roskam. Ms. Duckworth
has been particularty outspoken in her criticism of the war in Irag,
while Mr, Roskam has focused on taxes and immigration

The Senate

In the Senate, the Republicans
will retain controt unless the
Democrats take six seats more
than they currently hold. The
races listed below are some of the
Demperats’ best chances (o
capture Republican seats. Also
included {s Mew Jersey, where
Republicans believe they have a
chance to take the seat hald by
Robert Mensndez, a Democrzt,

Sources for Senale race polls:
TN §Hurgers-EagIeron
" Tsason-tixon Thunlenberg Colivge
Bacod on telaphona polls conducied amang kkely volers
Likely vobers ara |¢zntified 1n difererl ways by different

pacny erganzatians. The margin of sangling eror dor all
ihu polls i plus e enus 4 perecniage points. -

DEMOCRAT REPUELICAN Incumibrents are In afics

MARGHN ' RECENT Oet 31, - Nav. 2T

M OF VICTORY, 2000 - . pOLL
Ontaﬂa BURNS TESTER BLIRMNS

o 33w AT% 47%

Mr., Burns, an 18-year incumbent, has not helped his chances for re-glection with
nomerous verbal gaffes, including his telling a group of forest firefighters that

Helena Billings they just “sit around.” Mr, Tester, a state senator and farmer, has portrayed Mr.
Burns as out of touch with Monlana. Mr. Burns has also suffered from his
Maps show 2000 Senate association with the disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff. But M. Burns has raised
results in each county, far more money than Mr. Tester, and President Bush made a last-minute stop in
except where notad the state in an effort to help Mr. Burns. Recent polls show & dead heat.
. MARGIN . HECENT Oct. 29 - Nov, 11
o Pennsylvama (OFVICTORY,2000  : POLL
SANTORLIM | GASEY SANTORUM

c?,ZZy Sa:ffum §e§§§5§§“[ﬂge 53.% 4‘3%

Mr. Santorum appears increasingly likely to lose the seat he first won in 1894 to
£ 4 Mr. Casey, the state treasurer and son of a popular former gevernor'. Mr.
Pitsburgh Philadelchia Santorum, the third-ranking Republican senator, has recirned Lo national security
? as a central theme in the final stretch of the campaign. But Mr. Casey, a soctal
conservative, has steadfastly campaigned on issues of central concern o the
middle class, like health care and education, while relying on the unpopuiarity of
’ the Trag war to limil the effectiveness of Mr. Sanlor:m's message.

MARGIN RECENT Oct. 26-29"

] Tennessee OF VICTORY, 2000 : POLL
BILL FRIST (R} . FORD CORKER

. 4% 52%
Forddr.  Coner 2.8z 44% 52%

Memphes  Mashville  Krowville Mr. Ford, a fifth-term House member, takes on Mr. Corker, a former mayor of
' Chattanooga, in a fierce race for the seat being vacated by Bill Frist. The race's
muost memorable moment was a Republican Party-financed advertisement in
which a white actress says she met Mr, Ford, whao is black, at a Playboy party. The
spol was criticlzed as injecting race into the campaign. In recent days, Mr., Corker
appears to bave pulled ahead.

Seurces: Congressicnal Quarterly Volng snd Eflzcbons Coliagtion; The Mmanac of American Polhies 2006: Associalad Press: analysis of races by Tho Naw Yor
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ngger Bg;g?; a wheelchair that he deserved to bé slapped because of comments he
made in & debate. If Mr. Trauner wins, it will be a sign of just how
13.4 poorly the election has gone for Republicans: this seat was ance
held by Vice President Dick Cheney.
Safe ¥ Leaning Leaning Safe
Dem. 40 Dam. Tossup 3 Rep. Rep.

i %h T

Safe saats include those for which

L

50 SEATS

*Benator Joseph 1. Liebermarn of Conf-

echoul, Funning as on indgpandont, has Ihere 15 no siectic this yoan

sad Re will vals witl the Democrats, DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN Incumbenis are in italics

N N " MARGIN ; RECENT Oct, 26-29° |
M}ss(}url OF VICTQRY, 2002 * POLL
TALENT - MOCASKILL  TALEMT

St Lowis . f' g} 73 gz
' Claire C. Jim porceniage | L4} ﬁ /@
MeCaskill Talant o4 points : _ af f

Ms. McCaskill, the state auditor, is battling to take back a seat that once belonged
to Me!l Carnahan, a Democrat who died in a plane crash while campaigning in
Gctober 2000, Mr. Talent, who won the seat from Mr. Carnahan's widow in a
special election in 2002, has been a reliably conservative voter. Ms. McCaskill has

Kansas
Ciy

Springfield
priog made stem cell research a central part of her campaign, running an advertise-
) ment with the actor Michael J. Fox, whe has Parkinson’s disease, that became one
2002 resuits of the most talked-about of the season.
- MARGIN T RECENT ct 9-31§
B New Jerse OF VICTORY, 2000 . POLL
. y JOM 8 CORZINE (D) } MENENDEZ  KEAN

Robert Thomas H, 3 @pe@emage éﬁ% 4‘2%
Mewark Menendexr Kaan Jr. LA e noints . %

The New Jersey tradition of no-holds-barred politics continues in the race between’
Mr. Menendez, the incambent who was appointed when Jon §. Cotzine left the seat
to become New Jersey governor, and Mr. Keaun, a state senator and son of the
former New Jersey governor, Mr. Menendesz hias partrayed Mr. Kean as a close
follower of President Bush, while Mr. Kean has repeatedly run advertisements
guestioning the ethics of Mr. Menendez. The race is the best chance for
Republicans to take a seat beld by a Democrat,

Trenten

MARGIN - AECENT Oct. 1g8-20t
£ Rhﬂde lSI&Ild OF VICTORY, 2000  poLL ¢
CHAFEE i WHITEHOUSE CHAFER
5 1996 439
Sheldon Lincoin percentage ﬁ : %
# B ponts

Whiehouse Chalee

Mr, Chafee, a moderate Republican in a strongly Democratic state, is struggling to
turn aside a strong challenge from Mr. Whitehouse, a former state attornegy
general, Mr, Chafee is among the few Republicans who voted against the Irag war,
#Blccls Island and he has distanced himseli from the administration on the war and other issues,
Democrats are counting on picking up the seat; polls show Mr. Whitehouse ahead,
but Mr. Chafee, the son of a longtime senatar, has the benefit of being extremely
well known in the state.

PARGIN i RECENT  Oct. 76-29°

" Vh-gmla OF VICTORY, 2000 | POLL

ALLEN - WHEB

percentage %@%
ponts HEFS: L

Mr. Allen, a first-term incumbent, faces a stiff fight from Mr, Webb, a writer and
formet secretary of the Navy under President Ronald Reagan. Mr. Allen was
Aichmond —Morfolk  expected to retain his seat until a series of gaffes in the late summer, including
. using the word “macaca’™ to describe a Democratic operative of Indian descent,
More recently, the Allen campaign has tried to portray Mr. Webb as hostlle to
women, using passages from military novels written by Mr. Webb.

Washington, 0 C.

; George
Webb Alten

imag James Branzm The Mew York Tithes
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Dissatisfaction
With GOP Fuels

Democratic Lead

ELECTION, Fram A1

dency. Republicans had hoped that
the partisan germymandering of
most House districts would protect
their mzjority, but the oumber of
competitive geats has contineed Lo
grow throghout the year, increas-
ing the likellood of 2 Democratic
tekeover.

Bep, Rahm Emamuel (BMIL),
chafrman of the Demoerabie Con-
gressional Qawm_m.n Qﬁﬁnﬂ

said: “Tm playing defense in one of
two districts and offense in 45. Ilike
those odds. T4 rather ba us than
them.”

Republican Matignal Commiftee
Chairman Fee Mehlman _._H&a_&
his party will retzin majorities in
both the House and Senate. “The
Senate isin a batter place than it was
a week ago” he %B.P noting that
GOP capdidates in several of the
closest races have improved ilieir
vﬁcagﬁggﬂnﬁmo%mﬁ.
mains very competitive,” he added,
poinling tn a strong bucnout opera-
ton that could save many En_u.:.
bents in tossup races.

Repuiblicans are Sghling three
fores: opposition to the swar in fraq,
declining approval of the presideat,
and historically low ratings for a

Congress that strugdled to produce &

notable unnmnmga amd that was
often mired in _uaunmm_ﬁ_w_u

The Democratic swing in the
House is most evident in states east
pithe gua River, whete scan-
als, retiresments and disaffection
with the war have combined o put
almost three dozen Republican-held
seals al, sk,
. {kin, the swing state that assured
Bush's secondierm victory, has
tumed into a Republican killing
Beld. Republicans face the Joss of the
governorship and 2 Senate seal, and
five GO House districts are in dane
ger of switching. Republicans fear
the loss of other statewide races and
alleast ohm_s_.ﬁm of the state legisla-
fore, -
* Other GOP danger sress include
Pennsylvania, where a Semate seat
and five House Incumbents are at

WNew York, where Sen. Hiliary Rod-
ham Clinten (D) and gubernatorial

by Bepublicans. The jone Demo-
craticheld tosgup is in Georgia.

The House has not changed
hands without the Senate following
suit since the popular election of sen-
alors began early in the 20h cephy
1v. But the odds are steeper for the
Democrais fn their bid to take over

Lhie Senate, because they must winat b

leaat four states thal Bush carsied in
2600 and 2004, three of them with
incumbent Repubficans.

Democrats are favared to defeat
Pennsylvania- Sen. Rick Satonon
with#tate Treasurer Robert B.Casay
Jr-and Ohio Sen. Mike DeWine with
Rep. Sherrad Brown. Rhode Ieland
Seq, Lincoln 1. Chafee (R} hasbeen
trailing former attormey  geperal
Sheldor Whitehouse (D) in 2 state
where Bush's popularity numbers
are among the lowest in the nation.

Demoerats have counted Mon-
lana, Sen, Comad Bums (R) as the
fourth iikeliest pickep, but his Tace

against state Senate Co-President

Jou Tester hias narrowed in the fina)
bwo weels. A Mason-Divon poll yes-
terday showed the race tied.

1f Burns were to faf} ic M

CAMPAIGN 2006 | The Nation

In Miami, Caros A

B LTRKE SLATC —

In of s sen, Marine Larmo Cpd, Alexandor Scott Arredonsdo, _‘_.3_3__ war factors heavily In many

Drempcrats still would have to pre-
vail i lwo of the other three most
competitive Republican-held states.
In Virginia, Sen. George Allen (R)
has been hurt by his own campaimn

tary James Webb, the Democratic
nominee,

Republicans are more optindslic
about former Chatiangoga mayor
Bob Corber winning the seatof retic-
ing Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist
agzinst the challenge of Rep. Harald
E. Pord Jr. Ford is described by
many Democrals a4 their ablest can-
didate of the yoar, but he Is going
aguinst the history of Teanessee,
which ks never elected an African
American to the Senate,

In Missour], geither Sen, James
M. Talent (R) vor Democrat Clafre
MeCaskilt hag been able to gain an
advantage. McCasldll has a strong
urban base in Kansae City and St
Louia But mosst hald down Talents
advantage in the rural areas, where
Busl: Bﬂgﬁ_& late last week.

Maryland is one of four other

MWMMEHES_. wmw_%%w ES —U%

din (D) is a veteran Baktimore poli-

BheAVashitota ost s ARC NEWS POEL

Midterms: A Referendum on Bush,
iraq and the Republican Congress?

W AMCHG LIKELY YOTERS

» m:ﬁ electian _n_. the c_m_ :Smm
* of Renresentatives )

= AMONG AL ATARTS

n Do you approve or dissppreve of
1 {lie way Gearge W. Bush is

handling his job as president?

X RERAINGG. AR ASKED OF REGISTUREE VETERS

« Will one reason for your vote far

" Congress be bo express support
For Bush, to exgiress opposition to
Bush, oris Bush not 2 facler in
your chokee?

Stgport

w AllEn al, censidering the cests to
® the Urdted States vs. the henefits

to th Linited States, do you think
1k war with lrag was werth
Fghting, or pot?

Not wo

was nat worth fphting, Almost a
third say the war is the top issua de-
termining their vote, and three-quar-
ters of themn eay they wilf vote for the
Demoerat in their district.

Bush's approvel rating stands at
4ftpercent smong all Americans and
43 percent among registered voiers,
2 senalt bnt statistically insignificaat
increage in the pasl two weeks
About twice as many strongly dis-
approve of him as strongly approve.

Independents favor Democats by
a: 18-point margin, but that is less
than the 28point advantage Demo-
crats enjoyed two weelks ago.

The poll alsa showed that the Re-
publican strategy of trying to make
Demectats an unaccepiable alterna-
tive may be working, at least at the
margins.

Tiwo weeks agn, 55 percent sgid
Democratic members of Congress

* deserved reelection. I the new poll,

that sheank to 48 pevcent. Hut Re-
publicans remain stuck in the high
thirties on the same question.

The distemper with Congress has
Tappred ower into the governors' me-
es. $ix Republican House members
are trying to move up to governors”
mansions, and none has a dear path
entering the finad three days,

years, but scandals have feft
Gov, Bob Taft {R) with appr
itss e the teens. Republica
tary of state J. Kenneth B
has strugpled to reach 40 pe
Emvumg agpinat Rep, Ted St
(D).

wun Massachusetts, anoth
whose povernorship Rep
have conkrolied for more tha
ade, Clinton edministratio
tant attorney general Deval
(D} has a sizeable lead over
Kerry Benley (B for the 2e
tiring oneterm Gow Mit |
(R), who s plaoning Eﬂ
TR in 2003,

bee, is also likely to see a Der
successor, with state Attorn
ezl Mike Beebe leading As
inson (R}, former No. 2 ol
the Homeland Security Dep:

But Republivans are expx
hold the three big Sun Bell :
Califormia Gov.. Arnold Se
negger (R} has come back
drubbing on baliel initiative
ago and has a hig Jead ov
Treaswrer Phil Angelides,
Gav. Rick Perryistrying lo £
ficld that includes couniny



e "

Other GOP danger arens include
ennsylvania, where a Senate seat
td five House incumbents are at
sk, and Indiana, where Democrats
suld pick up three House seats, Tn
ew York, where Sen. Hillory Rod-
ars Clinton (1Y) and pubernatorial
wndidate Tliot I, Spitzer (D) are
uising toward victory, Republicans
‘e defending hall a dezen House
istricts.

In Connecticut, Republesns are
reply wormied about veleran Repe.
ancy L. Jobnson and Christopher
azys and are only slightly more as-
red about Rep. Rob Simmons.
shnson appears to be the miost en-
wgered of the three. |

The Fraq issue has dominated the
omectent Senste race between,
. Joseph L Liebetman, who ia
wning a8 a0 independent, and the
an whe beat him in the Deme-
atic primpry, businessman Ned La-
«ant. Lieherman's appeal to Repub-
ans on his support of the war
wild hely prop up the embattled
OP House to.

Fepublicans faen difficulties in vir-
ally every region. There are mml-
ple opportunities for Demotrats in
orids, Kentucky, Calorado, Migne-
sta and Arizona. Single seats are at
sk of switching in Californta, Towa,
lahoy, Tinnts, Norlh Carolina, New
ampshire, New Metico, Nevada,
a8, Virginis, Washingion and
Framing.

In addition to the 10 seats likelyr to
1l Lo Demecrats, there are 30 Loss-
3 races — ont of 63 competitive
oes — in the closing days of the
mpaign, 29 of thern for seats held

wurban base in Kansss Clty and S

— e e e
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1 e Uirnuti destit, Wil YT LMNR
he war with Irag was worth
fighting, ornot?

Louis but must hold down Telent's your chniee?
advantage in the mral aress, where .
Bush campaigned late last week. -
Maryland is one of four other PP
states drawing sippifican Jagaes,
and attention. Rep, B St BaF mm..w:umﬁ_ﬁ&
din {3 is a veteran Balbmore poli- Mot fack
tictan rugning in a Demoeratic state o
in a Democratic year. But Li. Gev,
Michael 5, Steele (R} has proved to
be a strong campaignet in the fight = Do you think maost of the
to succeed retiving Sen, Paul 5. Sare * Repulilicans in Congress deserve
banes (D). o berecected, or nof?

In New Jersey, the race between
appomted Sen. Robert Menendez
(D) and Republican state Sen.
Thomas H, Kean jr. has been dog-
inated by cooruption charges step-
ming fram Memender's history in
Hudson County. As slsewhers i the

» Do you think mast of the Derotrats in
* Congress deselvn b be reelectad, or
ot

r&

Maortheast, the war in Irag weighs Ho apinion: 11%
heavily in this Democratic state.

The parties see longshot chances — people who
in two ather states, ITn Michigan, Re-  identified the'r People who e
publicans threw a batch of late mon-  most hpoctant deseribe famity 0
gy behind Oakland Cotmty Sheriff  issueas... situationas . ... D
Milke Bouchard in his bid to defest =~ -7 — ~
Sen, Debbie Stabenow (D). In Ari Iran war Getting ahead
na, Democrals gee Sen. Jon Kyl (R) Terrorism Earping just
potentially wvulnerable in his race £ engugh to 1
against developer Jim Poederson (D), OROTY mantin |

Among interesting now faces e pmigration - 4%, Faifing behind | f 2%
Iy ta join the Semate next year ave ' 1 9 !
Rep. Bernie Sanders (TVE) and HEt- et lgures may rat il 10 10ms eoniss 10 cpineom” 1 nat oo v sacauae o soiding
w_mbﬁ ._)..m.qﬁ__wq .bga:m Amy Blo-  comelote dara 53?5» wm“ur.u_._ u,m_?_._un_ at wwwirashingtonpest.camybalitics.

The pew .memﬂ..bmnuz»s.m poll,

Tree latest
icra <A Ty 1-4. Tew

gt Interesns wah L2109 rarshonily deleeded

moEnts 1ov o

taken: Tt ugh ¥ vA
encowraged Republican hopes that

L phes o 1IFd

Sarraig arrar (5 ary ar of Mary PO sources

ol &rrar In thie or amy othar suble-apinka pesl. Imlerviewing was cendunted fy THE of Herslm, Fa.

they can limit the damage on Ties-

day, although some other national  suppert for GOP candidates grew
polls continue to showa wider Dem-  among married men and the quarter
ocralic sdvantage. In the new poll,  of the electorale who say they are

. THE WS ehEATh >0d |
getling zhead fnancially.

Opposition to the war has eased 2

bit, althongh 2 majority still say #

c vl MITAING 10 18 PEICCOL. Bul Kes

publicans remain stuck In the high
thirfies on the same question.

The distemnper with Congress has
lapped over into the governors rac-
e5. Six Republican Heuse mergbers
are trying to move up to governors'
mansions, apd none bas a clear path
entering the Snal three days.

Rep. Bob Beaupez (R-Colo) is
badly. trailing farmer Denver district
attorney Bill Ritter (D} in Colorads.
Rep. Ernest I Itaok Jr. (R-Oa ) is
far ehind Gov. Brad Hemy (D} in
Oklshoma, while Rep. Jim Nussle
(Relvwa) is strugsling behind the
Demectatic secretary of state, Chet
Culver, W Towa,

Three House Republicans are in
tight gubetnatorial races. Rep, Mark
Green (BWis) las o necksnd
neck with Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle
() but may have slipped slighily in
the final week, Nevada Bep. Jim Gib-
besys (B) has been huet by allega-
tions that he sexually assaulted a
cocktail waitress, and s race
apainst Demoerat Tina Titus is now
a tossup. In Tdaho, Rep. C.L. “Butch”
Otter (R} is in a surprisiagly close
race with newspaper publisher Jerry
Brady (D).

I three key states, Democrals
not only ave taking the governorship
Trom Republicans but also are polsed
0 roll up majorities that cautd affect
the rest of the ticket.

In New York, Spitzer, the hard-
charging attorney general, has nnt
[2len below G percest in a public
poll sinee Labor Doy e his Bid to
succeed retiring Gov. George E. Pa-
takd {R).

In Ohio, Republicans have cop-
tralled all shatewide oifices in recent

ANSAS: infighting Undareuts GOP

cent of the vote ia 2004 but has 2 toupher race this year,
Democrats gambled by putting late money inls the

Popular Gov. Kathieen Sebelius (D} appesrs headed
1 3 second term without much of a challenge From
ate Sen. Tim Barnett (), leaving the forns in this
ateon a dch in the 2nd C {onal Disirict
stween Rep. Jim Ryun (R) and Nancy Boyda (D),

Ryuy, who once held the world record for the mile
n and-competed in three Olympics, wor with 56 per-

Won, Zd DL Reg,
Neb. 3rGDISE. . Adran S,

saat, which Osborne vacated to run for governor.
Rancher Scott Eleeh (D) hay tan 2 sound campaign,
and slate Sen. Adrian Smith (R) appears to have taken
victory for granted fallowing his tough primary win.
Still, the demographics of this district make a Demo-

cratic upset imlikely.

Gov. David Heineman (B} is erufsing to victory over

busineszmaa David Hahn (T,

Sen. Ben Nelson (I, who woo his sear with just 51
pereent i 2000, 13 expecled to wic easily over weallhy

businessman Pata Ricketts (R),

KORTH DAKOTA: Unrivaled Senate Race

race. Countering, Republicans plan to bring President
Bush to the state today.

The real story in Kansag this year is turmoi] inside
the Republican Party after a decade of ideological war-
fare. The fovmer chairman of the state Republican Par-
ty, Mark Parkinzon, is running with Seheling o be her
lieatesiant governor Anather parirswitcher, Paul
Mortison, is the Democratic nummee for attorney gem-

Sen. Kent Conrad (DY), a 20-year veteran of politics,
was assured of reclection when Repuhlicans fafled to
persuade Gov. John Hoeven (R} to challenge him.
Farmer Dwight Grotberg is the kind of polite oppoeent

any senator wotld love to have.

SOUTH DAXOTA: Abortion Politics

cral. He s in 2 ¢Jose ond nasty race agamst Rep
Phill ¥line. Their defections reflect disillusionment
emong moderates with the state of the GOP.

NEBRASKA: Parties Likely to Keap Seats

In 2004, Bash canied western Nebraska's 3rd Dis-
et with 75 percent. Bep. Tom Osbome {BY won re-
election wilh 57 percent. And yet, natignal Democrats
say they may have a chance to pull off an wpset for the

Gov. Mike Rounds (R), who backed the new state
law banning aboriiunz except to save a woman's fife,
has minimat opposition from former state Rep. Jack

Billion (3.

The only public palt on 2 ballot referendum ta enact
the abortion ban, for the Sioux Falls Argus Leader,
found 52 percent oppased, 42 percent in favor. The $4

Hzncy Hoyda,

k4 in Kansas for Congr

0 Bui Repinlicars drt expecte

hold Lhe three big Sun Bell anct
Californin Gev Amold Schwe
negger (R} has come back fro
drubbing on ballot iniliatives &
ag0 and has a big kead over ¢
Trepsurer Phil Angelides. T
CGov, Rick Perry iz trying to fend
field that includes country si
Richard *Kinky” Friedman,

In Florida, wherz Gov, Jeb 1
(R} is lermlimited, slate Attg
General Charlin Crist {R) hal
narrowing lead over Rep. Jim T
{D} and will get a Monday |
from the president, who will
paiga in the conservative T
Panlandla,

Republican hopes of ‘defer
Pennsylvanis Gav. Edvward G, |
dell and Michigan Gow Jenmife
Granholm  have sourad. e
hedds a comiortable lead over I
Pitlsburgh: Steelers wide rece
Lyan Swang, Granholm fAosdar
fiunded challenger in business
Dick DeVos, who sought to cap
ize on the slate’s weak economy.
ghe has moved ahead m the
manth,

In Hinniz, U.S. Attorney Pal
J. Fitzgerald has been investiga
the admmistration of Gov. Fod
gojevich (1) and has indicted hi
sociates, but state Treasurer
Baar Topinka (R) has strugyle
avercorie the barrage of negabiv
vertising unleashed by the geves

Washington Post polling direct
Jort Cohem, Post political
researcher Zachary A. Goldfar.
and g@mﬁ&%&_ﬁg staff
unter Chris Gilifzon contribut
to thizrepert. "

ygeta

million battle poes on, however, with neither side vield-  beest from national Benvocrats late t 6o race, St t

ing an mch,

prestdent s planing tn stump todzy for the incumbe
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ILLINOIS: Indictments Fuel GOP Campaign

locked in gne of the closest races in thie country, Sogrel

Federal and state proseculors ave circling around
Gov. Rod Blaguievich (I}, and fodictments of his asso-
ciates are ereating almost daily headlines, with chacges
of fraud, kickbacks and pay-to-piay eontracts. Stil, he
remaing in front of opponent Judy Baar Topinka (R)
tlie state treasurer. She was hammered so hard by Bla-
gojevich’s negative ads coming out of a divisive spring
primary that her disapproval seore is bigher thian his, 4
Iate surge has brought Topinka into a competitive posi-
ton, Green Party candidate Rich Whitney is winning
sofme newspaper endorsernents and may break into
double digits.

‘The banner House race, for the seat of retiring Inter-
national Belstions Committes Chairman Hehry Hyde
{R), pits Tammy Ducloworth (D), an Irag war veteran
who lost bath legs when her helicopter was shot down,
agatnst state Sen. Peler Roskam (R). Both candidates
have received millions from the calionat parties. De-
gpite the strang GOP organization in the suburban
Chicago dslrict, the race is close.

Freshman Rep, Melissa Bean (D}, whe scored an up-
et in 2004 in another Chicago suburb, is holding on
against investinent banker Dave MoSweeney (R), whe
is finaneing his own campaign,

Lale in the campaign, Demacrals sensed at [east an
otdside chance against Rep. Mark Kirk (R}, with Dan
Seals (D}, 2 black businessinan. The affluent district
north of Chicaga is strongly againzl the Irag war and
Preaident Bush.

Tt o downstate distriel vacated by retiring Rep. Lane
Evans (D), Phil Hare, Evans's longlime local aide, is
strongdy favored over foremer TV reporter Andrea Zin-
@R

INDIANA: A Red State Looking Blue

The Hoasier State is positivned Lo provide Demo-
crals with as many as three pickups in their battle lor
control of the House as the unpopularity of Gov, Mitch
Daigels (B) threatens to undettnine GOF candidates,

Rep. John Hostettler (R} appears finished in hisrace
agzingt Venderburgh County Sheriff Brad Ellsworth
{1} io the southern Bth Digtrict. His refusal to run 2

defealed Hil by 1,500 vates two years ago, while Dan-
fals and Bush were overwhelmingly cormying the dis-
trict. Sodrel and Hill have run solid campaigns, and the
national parties age loath Lo prediet a winner,

The mest surprismg race in Indiana is in the Znd
Dislricl, where 2004 nominee Joe Donnelly (D) is
poised to upset Rep. Chris Choeolu (R), Alter a some-
what lackluster tzice two yezrs age, Doanelly has
emerged 15 a far better randidate in this election while
Chocels has been slow Lo react to the competitivetiess
of the tace. Polling shows Donnelly over 50 percent,
anil Republicans acknowledge that Chocola has little
trope of holding his office. :

The coming catastrophe for hudiana Republicans in
the House is not mirreted in the upper chamber, Sen,
Richard Lugar {R) is cruising to a sixth term with no
challenger

10WA: Opportunities for Dambpcrats

1t hag bean 46 years since Democrats held the gover
norship and both houses of the legislature in the Hawk-
eve State, but that could be the outcome after Tueaday.

Gav. Tom Yilsack (D) is leaving office and is expec:
ted Lo seck & 2008 presidential nomination. Secretary
ol Siate Chet Calver {D} has the advantage over Rep.
Jim Nussle (R) in the cortest to sucreed him.

Nussle, chairman of the House Bodget Commriltes,
has Jearned this is not a good year to beassociated with
the House. Bueh tried to rally Republicans with a Fri-
day stopover, but a poll in the Des Moines Register to-
day showed Culver leading 52 percent to 43 percent.

In Nussle's 1at District, in eastern lowa, Dervocratic
Irial lnwyer Bruee Braley {D) has enjoyed a widening
lead over busineseman Mike Whalen (R}, Republicans
are glopmy about Whalen's chaners.

1n the 3rd Distried, state Sen. Joff Lamberti is oe of
the few GOP chailengera in a competitive race, but he
is still an underdog agrinst Rep. Leorard Roswell (D).

The staie Senate is evenly divided, and Repub!

liczns
lold 2 bwescat margin in the state House, Both could
be in Democratic hands come January.

AICHIGAN: incumbency vs. Wealth

moders campaign — he does aimost ao fond
and employs no paid consultants — has served him
well in past races, but not in this one, Barring disaster,
Lilaworih will take this seat back for Democrats,

Tn the neighboring Yth District, Rep. Mike Sodrel
{R) and former representative Bacon HEl (I are

KEY RACES

RACE REPUBLICAN DEMOERAT
UEEhDist.  Peteroskom  Tamimy B
Ind, OthDist, Fep MRsSodret  Bawmhil

Mins. IstBlst, Bop. Gl Gatknecht  TaWalz
Miste. gov. Gov. Tim Pawlenty  hike Ha_tc_;i_] )
Mo Camats Sen lim Talant Tire MrCaskid

Onee apparently doomed by the dismal economic
shtuation of the avto industry, Gov. Jennifer Granholm
{D} haa rallied, putting her wenkthy but politically inex-
perienced opponent, Dick DeVos {R), on the defensive
abouk ok oulsanteing by his family company, formerly
teneram 15 Amvwny. DeVios and his wife, Betsy, a former
slate GOP chairman, have builf a state-of-the-art orga-
nization. The race is close, but late polls show a consis-
tent Granhelm lead.

The GOP saw a vulnerability in Sen. Debbie Stabe-
now (¥ and invested heavily in her challenger, Oak-

- Tand Cotmty Sheritf Mike Bouchard (R}, but polls give

Slzbenuiv & clear lead.

Time Walberg (R}, 2 minister and former slate legis-
{ator who had Club for Growth hacking when he beat
freshman Rep, Joe Schwarz (R}, a leading moderate, in
the August primary, went Lo sleep for weeks and woke
up ta find himsell in a new race. Nevertheless, hislead
har pinea widarnd Themarrate ara nat hich oa theic

Micliael ). Fox campaigned in Dhtn for Senate candidate Sherrnd Brown and In Missouri for sther Democratic BN

stent cell

Fox, who kas F 's discase,

MERNESOTA: Democrats Storming State

In a Democraile year in this Democratic-leaning
atate, Gav, ‘Tim Pawlenty (R), one of the brighlast
young Hepublicans, is struggiiag to survive a challenge
from Attgrney General Mike Hateh (D), an aggressive
opponent cartying some ilraparty scars. Peter Hutch-
inson, the former Democralic official uuning as an In-
dependence Party reformer, is edging up toward 10
percent of The vote — which huris Hateh and boosts
Pawlenty’s chances. _

The race to succeed retiving Sen. Mark Bayton (D)
bas {umed inlo 2 walkover for Hemnepin County At
tomey Amg Klobuchar {0}, 2 feisly protege of Walter
Mondale, over Rep. Matk Kenpedy (R).

Demecyats hope the tide will enahle Tim Walz (D}, a
tezcher and National Guard veteran, to upaet Rep, Gil
Gutknecht (R). But their prospects have faded for the
seat Kennedy is leaving, where Patty Wetterling (D), 2

. setread from 2004, is facing state Sen, Michele Bach-

mann (1), whose church supporters have raised eye-
brows by claiming divine support for their candidate.

MISSOURL: A ZOP Senate Seat at Risk

Missouri is home 1o one of the country's highest-
predfile Sepate races. For months, polls have shown
Sen. Jira 'Talent (R} and state awditor Claire MeCaskill
{D) within two or three points of each other. Going
into Election Day, thal is stil] the case. The outcome
will likely hinge on voter tumont. MeCaskill needs a
strong Demoeratic wave un Tuesday — and needs to
attract many undecided voters — while Talent's for-
tunes will rely on hissouri Republicans’ expansive vot-
er-mobilization program, The GOP program was set
it motion with a wisit by Bush last week.

The state features o stem cell baliot initistive that
both candidates hoge will got out their conatilyencies.
The initiative received increased attention after the
MeCaskill compaign lsunched an ad featuring actor
Wichael I. Fax showing tremors brought on by Parkin:
soi's. Fox encouraged voters to back MoCaskill be-
cause of her support for the stem cell measure.

OH10: Rebelling Against Republicans

The state that delivered Bush a second {erm seems

h, 2 issup that may hely Jemocrats, o

Rep. Bob Mey (R} bave damaged the GOP brand in thes,
state, adding to the party’s troubles natiopwide. s
Rep. Ted Strickland (DY) is heavily favored to win thaey
governorship Tuesday over Secretary of State Kenneth 5
Blackwell (R}, the ondy question that remaing is whak.p.
the margin will be. Similarly, Rep. Sherrod Brown (D)
is widely acknowledgnd as the likely victor against Sen, _
Mike DeWine (R} as polls show the Demgerat with a™™
high-single-digil or even a low-double-digit lead,

Mey's 18th District, which usually favors Repubt
lieans, appears to be a near-certain takeover for Demo-
eratic candidate Zack Spacc. After Ney remaved him?
self from the ballot, the GOF selected state Sen, Jow
Padgett (R} as his replacement, but she has struggled
wilh ethical questions of her owm. <

Tn nearby Colmmbus, Rep. Deborah Pryce (R} {s facd
ing her toughest opponent since coming to Congress in.
1593, Franklin County Commmissioner Mary To Kilroy
(D) has successiufly Hrked Pryce to Washington Re-
publicans and appearced 1o be pulling away as recently
28 two weeks ggo. ]

Rep. Steve Chabot [B) is locked in 3 similacly tight
ruce against Cineinnati City Councll member Joho
Cranley {D) in the southern 1st District. Chabot has -
held this swing seat since 1894, but the distriet's sig-
nificant black population — 27 percent, secording lo,
the 2000 venzus — makes it winnable for Democrats,

Two Democratie-held open seats are almost certain
1o stay Democratic. In the 6ih District, siate Ser. Char-
fie Wilson (D) overcame a ballnl error in the primaryto ™
ol 2 oocepromising race for the GOP out of reach. -
Lawyer Betty Sutton (D) wen 2 competitive primary in
the Akron aren 13th District and is headed for victoryfi it
WISCONSIN: Neclk-and-Neok for Governor
TS

Always a battleground, Wisconsin has a very tighty:
governor's race, pitting Gov. Jim Doyle (D), 4 libetaku
against conservative Rep. Mark Green (R}, Dayle hud
battled a Republican legislature and suffered some:n
seandals in his adminislration, but is defending thet
state’s suppor! of embryonic stem cell researeh, somenc
of which Green apposes. Dayle holds a amall lead, withes
the race dependent ou him matching GOP lumgat. -1

Wealthy Sen. Herb Eohl (Dhscared oif all veal oppos.
sition and is far in front of lewyer Robert Lorge (R). In
the close race to suceeed Green, John Gard (), speals
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Tirn Walbery (R.), a minister and former state lopis-
latct who had Club for Growth backing when he beat
1 Rep. Joo Schwarz {R}, 2 ieading moderate, In

Guu. Tlm Paw[enty Wika Hatch .
m Talont " Blaire Mcf.‘asklﬂ

Bep; Stave Chabt John Cranley

ibia Tst Dist,

the August primary, went to sleep for weeks and woke
up to find himself in a new race. Nevertheless, his lead
hag since widened, Democrats are not high on their
nomitee, organic farmer Sharon Render {T1, and have
not invested in the race.

THE NORTHEAST

CONMECTICUT: Hoose Incumbents Kervous

1¥a a rare ocourrence in politics these days when more
than half of a stale’s congressional delegation is In clee-
toral jeopardy. But in Connccticut, GOP Reps. Rob Sim-
mons, Cheis Shays and Nancy Johnson all face serious
challenges on Tuesday, with most independent ohservers
predicting at least one of thern will fall,

Jolmaon appeara o be Lhe most imperiled, Her longes-
ity — she has held her seaf since 1983 — muay ba waork-
ing againat her, as stale Sen. Cheis Murphy (I has ks
beled her part of the problem: in Washington. Johnson
has spent more then 4 miilion on her reelection, but
polls show ket support still hovering in the 404

Shays's resleckion has lurned into & referendum on
Iraq policy as his epponcent, 2004 nominee Disne Farrell
(D), has focused almost exelusively on the i issue in her

Mew Haven Mayor Joln DeSteiano (),
MAINE: Beleaguered but Safe Govemor

Gov. Joln Baddacrt (D) looked wvulnerable a few
months ago, it part Because his many rivals were talang
advantage of the state's Clean Election Act to draw pub-
lic money to match his privately funded campaign.

But state Sen. Chandler Woodeock (R) has heen a
weak opponent, and state Bep. Barbara Merrill (T} and
Greed Party candidate Pat Labarche are way behind,
Baldacei is Ekely ta win hut may not hit 50 percent.

Sen. Olympia Saerwe (R) will probably do far betler
Hmn;':hatmmmmgher third mrm ot fatmer Jean Hay

MASSACHUSETTS: The First Black Governor?

ads. Shays rematos well lked n hisaffluent

Connecticut district, but his support for the war in Iraq
iy fead voters to opl for Farrell Poiling shows 2 jump
ball.

Simumons's 2od District is, By the numbers, the worst
of the three for Repubificans. John Kerry won it by 10
puints in 2004, Former state representative Joe Conct-
ney {1} is much improved as a candidate since his race in
K2, But Simmons has nm an cxtremely competent
race, and even Pemocrats consider this seat the least
likely af the three to switch hands,

In Angust, rany concluded that Sen. Joe Lieherman's
political carper was over. Deserled by Democratie pr-
mary voters for his position oa [he wat, the threeterm
senator lost to Srst-time candidate Ned Lamont. On pri-
mary right, Lickermae announced he would nm asan in-
dependent. He turned the focus of 1he race from a debate
over Iniq to a discussion of Lamont’s Tack of political ex-
perience. In doing so, Licherman has probebly ensured
himgelf ancther term.

Gov. Jodi Rell (R) is expected 1o defeat het challenger,

KEY RACES

RACE HEPUBLFC&N DEM{JCR&T

Conn. Slh Dist. Rep Nancylnhnson Chri_s_l\iurpl:y o
Cnrm. dlﬁ hns_ShJ DlaneFarrEI! -
NH.2ndDist. Rep. Chailiabass  PoviHotes
N 20th Dist.  Rep. Join 5w

Ri.Senate | Sen. lincol Chales Sheldan\'umtehuuse

Retiring Gov. Mitt Roimey (R), off in pursuit of the
GOP presidential nomination, has Teft his party looking
at 3 lkely defeal in the mce to pick his successor, As
Romney's home-state ratings have bumbled, Lt. Gav, Ker-
ry Healey (R) has fallen futiher behind Deval Patrick
(13, the Clinton administration assistant attorney gees-
al Ior civil righta.

Fatrick, who wald be Massselmsctts's first black gov-
ernor, came rearing out of a three-way primary and has
withstood heavy attacka from Healey on bis record as a
erinigal defense fawyer

NEW HARIPSHIRE: Vulnerable House Seats

This was the only slate thal wenl frop Repuhlican to
Democratic in 200d, and Democrats would lke to keep
the momentum going. Gov. John Lynch (I) has been
running away frem Jm Coburn (R, which lexves afl the
attention on two Republiean House rmembers,

The most valnerable is Snd Diatrict Rep. Charlie Bass
(R, who 1% in a tossup against 2004 opponent Paul
Hodes (D).

In the 1st Distriet, Rep. Job Bradley (R) remaing the
[avorite to defeat Democrat Carol Shea Porter, 2 eritic of
the Iraq war and upset winner in the primary. But this
ace, 106, hag narrowed,

NEW YORK: Democrat Sails to Statehouse

‘The Emgtre Siale could have s near-purge of Repul-
Lican elected officials on Tussday. Wilh Gov. George Pata-
Id (R) retiving to pomder a presidential run, slate Af-
torney General Eiol Spitzer {D 1= satting to viclosy over
stale Rep. John Fasa {R) to became the first Democrat to
sit in the statehonse in 12 years.

Sen. Hillary Rodhar Clinton (D) is a shoo-in towin a

snnq. Box mcmmged vniers 0 hack MeCaskill be-
cange uf her support for the slem cell measure.

ORIG: Rebelling Against Republicans
The siate that delivered Bush a second term seems

potsed to send his party s stern rabuke two years later.
S¢andals surrounding outgoing Gov. Bob Taft (R} and

Sen. Christopher Bodd (B-fonn,) Janed for House

state’s suppori of embryenic slem cell research, somasd
of which Green opposes. Duyle holds 2 small lead, withe
Uie race dependent on him matehing GOP turnout..  «4r
Weﬂ]thy Sen. Herb Kobl (D}scared off all real oppowst
sition and is far in [ront of lawyer Bobert Lorge (R), In
the close race to saecced Green, Join Gard (R, speaksn
er of the Wisconsin House, has an edge over physiciam
Steve Kagen (D), who is financing much of his race.

BY COLCLASHEAILT = ASSORLGTED RIS T

fidate Dians Farrell op Oct. 13, Farrell has made ey )

samspaign agalnst the GOP Incumbent & reforetrdim sn the Irxq war and the Bash presidency, ' he

second term over former Yonkers mayor John Spéncer
(R}, 5L, she has spent heavily in the mace, witdely consid-
ered preparation for a presidential bid.

Republicans are at riak of losing up to five House seats.
Moet endangered is the 2dth District, where Eep. Sher
wood Boehlert (R) is retiring. Oneida County District
Attorney Michzel Arenr (0 has an edge aver state Sen,
Ray Meicr {R). National Repniblicans ran an ad acuusing
Arcuri of calling 2 3ex Hine on the lazpayers' dime, but it
tutned out to have been a misdialed number, and Meier
disfanced himaell from the ad. Democrats, meanwhile,
branded Ieier 25 a fax-raiser early In the campeign.

In the 20k Distriel, bnwyer Kirslen Giljibrand (D} has
boen gaining ground on Rep. John Sweeney (R), The dis-
trict sifll has a small Republican advantage hul has becn
polling Dernocrabic, Sweeney's vislt {0 a fratemity party
recemecl substantial attention, and in the past week =

per reported (hat his wife once called authoritles
tosayh"wastrﬂngtomughhﬂrup

Pemocrats are investing heavily fo win the Z5(0 Dis-
triel, where Rep. James Waldh {(R) ig trying to thwart a
challenge from former House sialfor Dan Maffei (D).

Tn the 26th District. Rep. Tom Reynolds, who is cap-
tain of the (013 House camirign, has been hu’rt by the

RHODE ISLAND: Tough €haffenge to Senator :f;}
Sen, Lintoln Chafee (R} jso'l your average Repub”"
liean. o was the fone GOP votc against the useoffored!ls
resolution on Iraq and didn'L cven cast his vote in 200470
for the curtent president, choosing to write in a vote for,
President Georze HW, Bush, Bul Chafee i3 fecling the“ﬂ
turden of the current Preaident Bush in bis m&ectioﬁm
race aguinsl exstate allorney general Sheldon Whi
house (DY, s state and sational Pemocrats argue that r"I
Chalee 18 out of step with the typical Bhode Island mte'r 1l
Chafee, despite h1,8 low-key demeangs, has proven 2 res?f it
ienl camy  dispatched 2 primary challenge
from Cranston M:{yor Shteve Laffey. Republicans hold outs®
some hope, but poll after poll shows Whitshouss up. w0l
Gov. Daon Carcieri [R) i likely to simvive a lougher??
than-experted race from Lt. Gov. Charlfe Fogarty (D).

-VERMONT: Cruinbling GOP Opporiunity

1

For much af the election cyele, Houze Republicans

said 1hal Adjutant Gen. Martha Rainville, o wellliked
mublic figure, was positioned o take the atdarge open -

seat agninst state Set. Peter Welch (DY, But os the far

Honal envi t has deleriorated for the GOP, so-too

conifressiona] page seamdad, Hut Reynolds i

a small adwantage over 2004 candidate Jack Pavis o).
Less likely to change 3 the 29th District, where Rep.

Randy Kuht (R} scems on track to quash former Navy of

ficer Eric Massa (D). New York Chy Council memher

Yvette Clark (D) 1s headed 1o represent ceniral Brook-

Iy, replacing retiring Rep. Major Geens (02).

T its hopes of an upsal.

Rep. Barpie Sanders (1) has faced a smosth ride fcr
the scat being vecated by Sen. fim Jefiords (I). Bust
nessman Wichard Tarrant (R) hag spedt milbons on ley
campaign but gained no trmetion, Sanders, like Jelfords,
is expeeted to eaneus with the Democrats,
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ALASKA: Alternatives to the Status Gue

Tn one of the more stunning rebukes this year, Re-
publican ptimary voless denied Gov. Frank Murkovsk
the chanice (o serve a second term. Murkowski, who
served i the Sepale before returning howe four years
ago as governor, finished third in the Augnst primary,

The winner was Sarah Palin, the former mayor of
Wasilla Given the Repullican leanings of the state, Pa-
lin's vicldry gave GOF oificials hope that they could re-

tain the gavernor’s oifice, and injtial polls showed ber-

with a wide lead over former governor Tony Knowles
(DY), But Knerwles has hounced back, nided by support
irom the business commundty, Palin remains a narrow
favorite.

CALIFGRNIA: A Tough Governior to Unseat

‘Thotgh he looked like & 57-pound weakling a year
agn, after voters rejected all four of his initiatives ina
special election he had called, Gov. Amold Schwar-
tenegger (R has regrained his titde as the toughest puy
in Catifornia potitics, a2 he hieads for 2 big victory over
state Treasurer Fhil Angelides {29, who kas not heen

i

.KEY RACES o
Bhcg- musum_u_ L _-osﬁ.’:e‘tm’
Maskagov, - Sarah Palin Tory E"ﬂ"fi_

&SRt 15th Dist

Wnsh Bth Bist flep. Dave'ﬁencherl. ' !Jarcs.I _Burﬁcr

zhle 1o mohilize his party after a divisive primary.
Sehwarzenegger, whe tebuilt his reputation by concili-
ating the Democralic legislature while Bush White
House veterana took over and ran z textbeok cam-
paign, iz likely to ltava 2 new mandate to challenge —
or work with — the lepislature.

Sen. Diarme Feinstein {D} has had only 2 token chal-
lenge fram former state senator Richard Mountjoy
(R}, her litHe-Jnown epponeat.

The key House raee pits House Resources Commil-
tee Chadrman Richard Pombe (R} against engineer
Jerry MeMemey (D). Pombeo defeated McNersiey
handily in 2004, but environmental organizations have
come after the incumbent hard this year, and #t's a
horse race.

There are tial byt less-threatening chall
es to Rep. John Doollitle {R) from Adr Foree veteran
Charlie Brown (D} aud to Rep. Brian Bilbray (R) from
Tiis ald sival, educator Francine Bushy (D). The zeat of
retiring Hnuse Vays and Means Committee Chajroan
Bill Thomas (R} is ticketed for his protege, state as-
semhly Minority Leader Kevin BeCarthy, over educa-
Lot Sharon Beery (D},

HAWAIL: Three Races Locked Up

Demaeratic Sen. Dante] Alnaka and Republican Gov.
Linda Lingle are in no trouble in their reelection cam-
paigus. Rep. Ed Case (D) tried to unseat the 82 year-
old Akaka in the primary but fafled. Cage's solidly

Democratfe Znd Distriet seat will probably go to for- -

met licwlenant governor Mazie Hirono (DY),
OREGON: Credible Republican Challenger

Diemecrats have tikon a strong lead in early appliea-
tions for ballots in the maildn election, raising their

confident capdidate might not ke making the week hefore Elaction Day. Sch

‘hopes that Gov. Ted Kulongoski {D) can wilhstand ihe
cretdible challenge of Portland lawyer Ron Saxtan (R)
and win a second term.

Kulongoski hud a tough first four years, feuding
with the legialature and with labor, but late polls show
hitn seven points or more ahead,

WASKIHGTON: Dwindling Chance for G0OP

1l looked for many months as if Demoeratic Sen.
Maria Cantwell's seat would be a lop opportunity for
the GOP to pick up & Senale spot. Wilh a tiny margin
of victory the last lime around, she also seemed head-

I o a5 — mocnc WS
Catitornla Rov. Amold Sohwarzenegper addressed students 2t a Sacramento hlgh schonl — aztop that a fess

5 2 bly win Tuead

Hies exp ¥
paign and appears on track to defeat Milke MoGavick
(R), & former insurance-company executive who has
spent $2.5 million on the race. ]

MeGavick has suffered for a campaipn strategy that
invelved diselosing a drenken-driving arrest and ofler
persenal foibles. .

In the Bth District, in Sealile's suburbs, Rep. Dave
Reichert (%) is trying Lo fond off a challenge from for-
mer Mierosolt executive Darcy Burner (I}, Burser,
who has no legislative record, has tried o tic Reichert
to-President Bush, an unpopular figure in this Demo-
craticJeaning district. '

Bul Reichert, popular in the districl, has stressed

ed for a brutal primary ageingt antiwar chail
But she brought Lhose challengers into her cam-

! .'[J‘f
\ .b" x
-
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ARIZONA: Conservativé Fights for Bis Seat

Gov. Tanet Napolitano (D, a rising slar as the ficst
fentale chair of the National Governors Association, is
crifsing to & secand temn over conservative think tank
prestdent Len Munsi {R).

Sen. Joo Kyl (R} has faced a stiffer challengs fone de-
veloper and former stale Democratic Party cheirman Jim
Pederson, who has sunk millions into his race and has
been bolstered by late funds from the national parfy. But
with heavy emphasts on measures ageinst illegnd immi-
gratipn and suppotl for Push on Traq, Kyl seems to have

R:!ndy Citaf, e Chib for Growth conservative who won

the GOP nomination when (wo moderates sphit most of
the primary votes but whose stands were extreme
enough to cost him Kolbe's sypparl.

Ailer six terms, Rep. J.D. Hayworth (R} is fyhting for
his political life after losing the endorsement of the Atizo-
na Republic, which called himya “bully” for his ageressive
advoeacy of conservalive positions, His opponent, legls-
Iator and former state Democratic Party chaitman Harry
Mitchell, is the strongest Democrat to test Hayworth in
this Republicandeaning district.

Rep. Rick Renzi (R) has been hit with conflict-of

Richardscn will probably pivet earty next peat to a tun
for tie 2008 Democratic presidential nomination. |

GKLAHOMA: Solid Hold on Governorship

Gy, Bead Heory {D) is heavily favored for & second
term over Bep. Frnest Tstook (R), his conservative chal
lenger. Istoolt's seat §s likely to go Lo 12-year veteran It
Gov. Mary Fallin (R} aver surgeon David Hunter (D),

TEXAS: A GOP Comeback for Delay's Seat?

When House Majority Leader Tom Delay (R) re-
sigmed from Cotgress this year and courts nuled that the
GOP cotdd not put another candidate’s name oo the bal-
lot, farmer representative Nick Lampaon (D} appeared
fo have 4 free nide io Congress from the 22nd Distriet.
Bat the fortunes of a GOP-backed writein candidate,
Shelley Seknlz-Gibbs, have heen rising in this heavily Re-
publizan district,

National Republicans have been sp i heavily to
offsel Lampson's huge fundreising lead, and Seloda-

AL e n hannknd 30 Hha Secd sbeatah b s

his indep o, and he appears Lo have a slight lead
inthe final days.




LeeH LsieTea DY JAle RIRGS ITOM U natenal party. Hot
with heavy emphasis on measures against Megal immd
- gration and sapport for Bush on Fraq, K31 seems Lo have
fended ofi Pederson and secured a third term.

The seat of retiring Rep. Jim Kolbe, a Republican mod-
erate, 13 fhely to switeh to the Democrats. In a battle of
twn former legislators, Gabrielle Gilfords (£ js leading

KEY RACES '
RACE. REPUBCAN - DAMOCRNT
N ap - Horry Wit
. bm P_e;!cr_sa_n

Rep. Heather Wilsan _Patticia Maity
Yex.22nd Dist. - Sheloy Sekula-Gitbs Mk Lampson

THE ROCKIES

Milchedl, is the strongest Democrat to test Hayworth in
thiz Republieandeaning district.

Rep. Rick Renzi {R) has been kit with conflict-of
interest imvestigations by the Justice Department in 2
tand deaf that netted 4 partner $3 mdffion, but he appears
to b feading Iawyer Ellen Simon (D) in a huge nutal dis-
trivt where it is dififeult for a newcomer to campatgn.

NEW MEKICO: Republicans Grow Confident

A close race ia nothing new ta Rep, Heather Wilson
(R). Sinee winning a 1998 special election in her Albu-
querque area distriet, she hos been at or near the tep of
Demuocrats' target Hat in each subsequent election. They
have rerruited theit strangest candidate aginst Wilson
yet, stale Alforney Genera] Patricis Mudrid, and the con-
Lest has been Hed for manihs. Of Iate, the GOP is more
confident (hat Wilson will eke out another narrow win.

Gov. Bill Richardson (D) is set to win a second term
easily over former state GOP chairman John Dendahl

COLORADO: Chances for Demoeratic Gains

Tvarierm Gov. Bil Owens (R) Is termlimited, and
Demacrat Bl Ritter is running well ahead of Rep. Hob
Beauprez (R} ir the race to aueceed him, Beauprez origh-

laoked e the stronger of the twi candidates, bet
he got badly bruised fu an early intraparty conflict and
never tecovered. Riiter, a former Denver district at-
torney and an abortion opponent, is henefiting as the
sfate goes from red to purple.

Beauprez's Vih Distriet seat fn the Denver suburbs is
likely to go to the Demoerats, with Ed Perlttutter now
leading Rick ODomnel] (R). Detnocrats pounded ('Don-
nell for having written yoars ago tha Social Sccurity
Ehould be zbolished. He recanted, buk the damage was

ane.

Rep. Marilyn Musgrave () narrowhy won Lhe 2th Dis-
trictin 2004 and iz in 2 tossup race against Democrat An-
gle Paccione (hia year, A Democratie gronp spent move
than $500,000 againat Musgrave, forcing sational Re-
publicans to come to her defense, President Bush came
in yesterday Lo help her Nationsd Democrats Taunched
ad late Friday.

Inthe 5th District, Republican Doug Lamborn won'a
gty primary bul ruptured ralitions with retiring Rep.
Joel Hefley (R), putting himself in jecopardy agatnst for-
mer Air Force offiver Jay Baweett (1Y) Bot the district is

KEY RACES

BRCE  _ BEPUBLOAN. OEMOCRAT
“Golg. 4th i v Angia Paccleme
Iiahe 2nd Dist, & " lmHansen
Hont,SenateSep ConiasBams "o Tesher
Nev.gov. - Rep. m{’iihho_ns Bina Titus
Mev.3rdDist.  RepJoaforter | Tessalalen

heavily Republicin.
SDARO: A Surprising Showing by Democrats

Idaho i usually strongly Republican, but this year is <o
competilive that Vice President Cheney mads 2 rescue
visit on Thursday. The governorship, held by 2 seat
watrner since Dick Rempthorme (B} becoune secretary of
intexior, was supposed to go to Rep. Bulch Otter (B),
wha had been lieutenant governor for many years, But
Otter dawdled and aflowed newspaper publisher Jerry
Brady {1}, who ran unsuccesshully for povernor in 2002,
to-cateh him in ihe polls, Now that the GOP is mobilized
By the threat, Otter may be winning it.

State Rep. Bill Sali (R), the Club for Growth candi-
date, wo1l a six-way primary lor Otter's seat with 26 per-
ettt of the vote and has strugpled ever since, Sali's oppo-
nent, Bolse business executive Larry Grant (I, has run
ads filled with quotes from SOP leadera denouncing Sali
for his actions in the legislature. With Bofse's growth
drawing in more Demacrats, this race could be close,

MONTANA: Tough Race, but GOP Sees Hopa

Sen. Conrad Berna {R) has been running uphifl ali
vear, bt Republicans suddenly think this couid be
bripht spot for them on Taesdny.

Burns was doy carly by conrections to eonwicted
Inbbyist Jack Abrarnofi and tug himself decper nta 2
hole with a series of verbal gaffes. His apponent, state
Senate President Jon Tester (D), 8 of the same mold as
Demucratic Gov, Brian Schweilzer and for mosL of Octo-
ber had a narrow but clear lead. But Republicans have
potnded Tester on taxes, and the party is counting on
Iate visits by Bush and Cheney to produce a big GOP
turnout. Democrats say their get-out-thevote operalion
is very sivang, This I a tossup,

NEVADA: Seandal Makes Race Competitive
Bep. Jim Gibbons's {R) gubernatorial campaign ap-

ety S menmar v smiiinip aman i A AL Rp $ae AR AL F A RN
publican district. .
National Republicans have been spending teavily to
Offset Lanipson's huge fundraising lead, and Sekula-
Gilhs's campaign was boosted in the final stretch by 2

visit to Sugar Lend by Bush. Still, her campaigm is hame.

pered by the diffienlty voters might have in inputting her
rane on electronic voting machines.

In the 17th District, Rep. Chet Edwards (D} appears
Lilely to repel a challenge from Iraq war veteran Van Tay-
lur (R). Similarly, in the redravn 23nd District, iz San
Antonie’s gubutbs, Rep. Henry Bonilla (R) has an edgein
i dose comosl with former representalive Ciro Rodd-
fitez (D). But there are several other eandidates, 2od Bo-
nifia naeds at least 50 percent to avoid a runof.

Gow. Rick Perry () ia lilaty to stay i office for a sec.
oned fufl term i a campaign that has featured some of the
ot colorfl characters in recent history. His eldef Dem-
otTatic opp t is former ray
getling more attention have Leen indepepdent cands-
dates Kinky Friedman, an author snd musician, and state

Vito Prosident Cheney stumped in Mortana fast week For the Sanatao | L
| Ingsas. B

fre Chris Bell, hut.

Eep. Heatbmr Wilson (R-N.M.) has been fending off the

;] she has tercdl, the state
attmmey yeneral. The yace has kean close for months..

Campiroller Carele Keelon Stravhorn, whowanted to |
ealfed “Grandma” on the ballot,

There is little doubt that Sen. Kay Bafloy Hutchisc
{R) will defeat a token Dimecratic opponent, liwyer Ba
bara Ann Radnofsky.

H!‘BMNM:O!‘:
it 2nd 3 Howso candidate, partofan

SEOCHILD FREY

eleventh-hoor efor! te stem Rapubli i

pearail to boon ernise conirol until ate Lt month, when
allegations of inappropriate behavior with 2 woman in
Lag Vegas surfaced. Gilbbons has denied any wrong-
daing, but the damage is done. His race with state Sen,
Drina Titus is now 2 jump ball, with Republicans acknewk
edging that the Lrend line does not lock good.

Inthe 2ad District, which Gibbons is leaving, Nevads
Seeretary of State Dean Heller () faces a surprisingly
strong chaflenge from University of Nevada Regent Jil
Derby (D). Demertats were miore optimistic about
Derhy’s chances a woek or sp ago and eay the districl’s
strony Repulilican bent mudes this a long shot,

The 3rd Distriet, which takes in much of Las Vepas's
fast-growing suburhs, coutd be very competitive; Bush
won it 50 percent Lo 49 percent in 2004, But Rep, Jon
Parter (R} won casily two years ago, Tessa Hafen (D), 2
former aide for Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid, has
fun 4 credible campaign but probably needs a strong na-
tiana] wind to end up ahead,

Stn. John Bnsign (R} is heavily favored for 2 second
term as Jack Carter (D), son of former président Ny
Carter, lias run a Jess-than-stellar campaign.

expect good turneut in the state.

UTAH: Solid lrcumbents for Senate, House

Republican Sen. Orrin Hateh, 2 30vear political veter
an, is asspred of 2 win agringt husiness exective Pete
Ashdown (I). Rep. Jim Matheaon {I) is having a rela-
(' easy (ime agsinsi staie Rep, LaVar Chiistensen

R).

WYOMING: A Gaffe? Still Favored to Win

Rep. Barbara Cubin {R) is facing an unexpectodly
strong challenge from schoctboard eommissioner Gary
Trauner (D} ind {3 kely to pull out = win becouse Wyo-
wming is heavily Republican, Her campaign was not
helped when she told a third-party candidate who uses 2
wheelchair, “If you weren't sitting in that chalr, Fd slap
pou acroes the fee.” She said the guote s inaceerate, bat
she apologized.

Sen. Craig Thomas () is expected to orise Lo victory
over retred Navy mechanieal engineer Dale Grontage
(D), a3 is Gow. Dave Freudenthal (R) over Iawyer and
2002 challenger Ray Hunkins (D),
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THE MID-ATLANTIC

DELAWARE: Focus Is on Attormey General

There :slﬂuﬂytobehﬂiedwem“mlmdsooﬂ

Tiia state that loves its incumbents, Sen. Tom Carper
(D) Lus barely had to bother with the oppasition from
Temple Universily professer Jan Ting (R} More atten-
tion has focused on the effort by Beau Biden (DY, son of
Sen. Foseph Biden {D-Del. ), towin the attorney general's
race against Ferris Wharlon (R), a 23%year veteran of the
stale Justice Department.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBLA: Two Shoo-Ins

D.L. Council member Adrian Fenty, who defeated the
caunch chairman, Linda Cropp, in the Democratic pri-
m&rymSep{Ember isassnred bo be the next mayor of the
District. Was} 's longtime delegate fo Congress,
Eleancr Holmes Noston (D), isunopposed.

MARYLAND: Close Dospite Party Imbalance

If the 2006 election is lard for the GOP anywiers, it
would seem that 1twould be Maryland, where voter reg
fabration is so & }: 55 percent Ik tic, 28 per-
cent Republican, But the races for governer and senator
arc extremely compelith

Gov. Robert L, Ehrlmh i hopes to become the state’s
first GOI* grvemor in 50 years to win 2 second term and
has spent heavily to-siress a moderate approach to gov-
erning. Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley (33 has led
Ehrlich in every public poli but has been on the defensive
agiainst attacks that he has donea poor job fighling ctime
and fixing schaols.

The Senate meeis to replace Paul S. Sarbanes (D), the
Iongest-serving senalor in Maryland history, Prosident
Bush and stralegist Karl Reve handpicked Lt, Gov. Mi-
chael Steefe (R) for his engaging personality and as 2
symbal of the party's efforts to reach out to African
Americang. He fices Rep. Benjamin Cardin {13}, whose
more-than-40year career in polilics began when he was
elected to the state legislature while i1 law sehool.

Steele has been the more stylish campaigner, but Car-
din has oot lef volers forge! Uiat Steals’s visws on shor-
tion and the war are net in line with most Mardlanders’.

KEY RACES

DERADCRAT

: RACE  RERUBLITAN _

: " Gov. Rabert LENich . Martin O'Malley
R4 Sonata . Tom Kean I, Sen Bob
'  Menendez
-'Pa.ﬁlhnlst‘ Rep l\mseFltzpa{'nck " "Pateie Mutphy

" Pt G IS, ~ Rep, Jim Beriach .‘._ Loks Shughy
ira_génala Sen. Gmgc Alters James Wehb
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inclading that 2 Sarbanes should
still be in it. Lawrer and eompnity activist Jobn Sar-
banes (D), the senalor’s son, is favored to win Cardin's
seat.

NEW FERSEY: Duefing Political Loyalties

Thete was some grambling when Gov. Jon Corgine
(D} narned then-Rep. Bob Menendes sz his replacement
in the Senale Jast year, and those concerns have been
magnified ihis f24, In a strongly Democratic state, Me-
nendez has strugged aginst state Sen. Tom Kpan Jr,
{R), son of Lhe former governor.

Kean has ocused on corruption, charpring that Menen-
dez ia under faders] inveatigation, an allegation the i
cumbent ealls sourriloos, Menende has run againet the
war and Bush, Kean has ied to mute the issue by calling
for the recgnation of Defense Secrelary Domald H
Bumsield. Meoendez appears to be narrowly ahead.

In the Tth District, state Assemblywoman Linda Sten-
der (D) is challenging Rep, Mike Ferguson (R), who
could fall if Deraverats ave 2 big night Toesday.

NORTH CAROLINA: 1 Seat Safe, 1 in Play

Adtera decade in Congress, Rep. Charles Tavlor (R) iz
in jeopardy of losing his 11th District seat. Taylor has
spont nearly $3 moillion of his money to attack former
NFL quartesback Heath Shuler (D), but nothing scems
tobe sticking. Shuler’s devm-home ads have cast himasa
solid conservative — 2 neeessity in this GOPleaning
western Nistth Carolina district where Bush wem with 57
percent in 2004,

In the 5th District, Rep. Robin Hayes (R) is beavily fa-
vored over Lery Kissel (D) despite the cven partisan
split of the district.

PENNSYLVANLA: Besiaged 80P Incumbents

Booiball Hall of Fame recelver Lynn Swann (8 slutn-
Tled at the start of his race againsl savvy Gov. Ed Rendell
{I1} and, although he has become a strong candidate, i
untilady o avertake the incumbent. .

In the-Senste race, Rendell helped Demaerals avoid 2
primary fight, engineering a clear field for state Treasur-
or Bob Casey J: to challenge conservative Sen. Rick Szo-
torum, who is seen as the most vulnersble GOP -
cumbeint. Santorum is the more dynamis candidate, but
Casey has a solid lead,

Five Republican Hevse members are in competitive
rate3, The most likely to Inse are Curt Weldon io the 7ih
District and Don Sherwood in the 10th District. Weldon
has heen damaged by an FBI investiggation into whether
he used his power to steer confracta to his datghter's
consulling firm. Sherwood just paid about $500,000 to

settle a iawsuit from a former mistress who aceused him =

of chokinys her, Weldon faces retived Navy Vice Adm. Joe
Sestak (D), and Sherwnod faces Chris Carney (D}, &

0 EERALD MAATHEM] - T WieliG Fomy POST

Virginia Repuhlican Sens. George dﬂeu, zight, and John Warnier stapped last week at 2 cospany that tracks traffic,
where Allen tricd to bien his reelection campaion away frem the raclal amf religlocs issies that Bave plagoed Kim,

B [HAS GAITHIA — ASSOCzAleD YRS

Maryland Lt. Gov. Michaed Stealn was chosen by the
White House to rua to replace a retifing senator,

Pem State University assoetate professor.

Rep, Jitn Gerlich has a tdug‘h rematch against Lols

Muihy (D in the Gth District, in the Plifadelphia sub-
. He is wolkliked, bist the war and the pnhﬁ::al c]:-
inate have mide the race o tossup.

The 8th Districl race pils Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick
against Patick Murphy (D), a 33-vearld fraq veterm,
The race is alwo tonsidered = tossup, but some Deme-
crats doubt Mirphy can win withoul considerable help
from a Democratic wave.

Hep. Malissa Hart began sending out an 505 when
her rage against Jason Alimire (D) fn Ure 4th Disttict be-
gan to Heliben a few weeks ago, She retaing an advantage
and of the five at-risk Repobiieans is seen as the least like-
Iy to lose. But her canpaign is nervous,

VIRGINIA: Unexpectedly Close Senate Race

Sen. Greorge Allen (R}-and a tuneup for the 2008 presi-
dentiaknomination tace has turned into one of the na-

Wiat was suppoesed th be 4 reelection formality fo

tion's dlosest and most watched Senate campaigns, Allen

sees his palilical future threstened by James Webb (D),

wha was secretary of the Navy under President Ronald

I;éRcag\an and who npposed the war in rag cven before it
gan,

Allen’s pmblems arc]arg?ely selfinfiicled: He called an

Indizn American “macacs,” he-has beea accused of o
tinely using racial qnthets when he was in college, and,
his ac‘lmo\-dcdgrmnl of his Jewish heritage was awk-
ward. All badly damaged Allen's image,

Webb has been burt by charges that 2 1979 article de-
nouncig the role of woren i combal and at the Nay]
Acadeny was sexdst and demesning to women, Allen
also crilicived sexscemﬁumwmom’ebb's novels,

Allen thinks his 25 yeays in Virginiz politics will holp
et his supporters to the polls; Webb {s hanking oname-
tivated electorate nnhappy with Bush and
Bepublicans are posgmistic dbout this race,

In House races, Rep Theima Drake (R} and Virg:ma
Boech revenne currmussmner Phll KeIEam {0} are in 2
close race in the dlisttick,
In Northern Virginia, Rep, Frank Wolf (R} is receiviyr a
strongchallenge from a Georgetown University dean, Ju-
dy Feder (I}, but Bemocrats think Wolf will be diffienit
to disledge.

WEST VIRGINIA: GOP Winidow Slams Shut .

Just 3 few months zgo, Democratic Rep. Alan Mollo-
han’s pofitical career appeared Lo be in jeopardy. Allega-
tions that he had ateered millians of 2deral doltara to
friends and family were splashed arross the pages of na-
tionzl newspapers. Democrats pivoted to atlack state

-Del. Chris Waldm {R) on lis ethical transgressions, neu-

tralizing the issue and virtually ensuring a 13th term for
the incumbent.

. Spealdny of longrtenured politicians, Sen. Robert Byrd
(D) 15 cruising to 2 ninlk term egainst John Raege (B,
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ALABAMA: No ‘Miracle’ Expected

Aiter beating a religiousright opporent in the pri-
mary, Gov. Bob Riley (R) Is on his way to asecond term,
His opponent, Lt. Gov. Lucy Baxley (D) said il would
take “a minor mincle” for her o win,

ARKANSAS: Presidential Pofitics Weigh In

to keep the majority.

Davis’s 11th Pistrict seat is likely to stay Democratic,
vath Hillsborough County Commissioner Kathy Castor
his sugeesson In the 9th Distyict, state Rep. Gus Rilim-
ki (R) is favored 1o succeed his father, Michacl Bilicakis
(R), but that face is more competitive,

GEORGIA: Repubiicans' Cause for Hope

Gov. Mile Huclabee (R) is Iraving the statehouse af-
ter 10 years and 110 pounds. Huckabee's dramatic
weight logs hias made lim & aational figure for physical
ftness and health advecacy. It has also eontributed i
speculation that he wili run for the 2008 GOP presi-
denttd nomination. .

State Attomey General Michael Beebe (D) and for-
mer rcpresmi:mwe Asa Hulchinson {R) are haltling to

ident Bush is coming in tu boost
Hutclunsons campaign oo the eve of Lhe election, hul,
Beebe recently weltomed Eavorite san and former prasi-
dent Bill Clintor, and the odda strongly favor the Demo-
crat.

FLORIDA: Crucizl and Excruciating to GOP

Flotida i the of two Republican debacl
this yeat: One is the Mark Foley scandal the other the
dismal Senate caropaign of Rep. Katherine Harrls (R).
Both have made the climate more difficult for Repub-
licans in 2n otherwise red slate,

Harns, beat kaown for her role as Florida secretary of
state during the 2000 presidentialelection recoumt, has
hesn such 2 weak candidate that Sen. Bill Nelson (I3) i
coagting to a second ferm sl has helped put 2 beller
ploza on the Democratic brand in 1he process.

In the race to succeed Gov. Jeb Bush {R), Altorney
General Charlie Crist {R) came ot of the primacy as the
favotite, and he has heavily outspent his lessknown ri-
val, Rep. Jirn Davis (D). Bud polls bave tightened. The

prestdent will campaign Monday in the conservative

Florida Paghandle in an eleventh-bour efford tokeep this
presidential battieground in GOP hands.

Thres Republicanheld Hoose seats are in jeopardy:
When Foley resiimed over acoually explicit fnessagey |1+
former House pages, his 16th District seat | val-

The Peach State is one of the few brighl spots for Re-
publicans nationally.

Former representatives Max Burna (R} and Mac Col-
lims (R) have rin solid campaigns a3 hey s=ek to upseat
Reps. John Barrow (1Y) and Jim Marshall (I3, =
spectively.

Barrow defeated Burns in Lhe 12th disiricl in 2004,
52 pereent o 48 percent, and, after redistricling orga-
nized by ihe Republican legislatere, the parly is in-
eregsingly oplimistic about its chances there. This dis-
frict could be one of the fow Democrabc Inascs on
Tueaday.

‘The redistricting landed Marskall in the 8§1h Pistrict,
whieh in its tew lorm would have piven Bush 61 percent
in 2004. But Marshall has jocised on solidifying his base
around Meeon and in spite of Colling's strong campaign
is now a slight favorite.

Gov. Sonny Perdue () is 3 sirong Eavorite to defeat
Lt Gov, Mark Taylor (1) and claim 3 second term,

KENTUCKY: Ambitious Democratic Bids

The 4th District race, between Rep. Gooff Davis ()
and formes representafive Ken Lucas (D, is the mar-
quee race in the sfale, pilbng two sble politicians
agaipst ane another in this conservative-minded north-
em Kentucky seat. Lucas held the scat from 1599 to

T

DT HARHAMRET — RESECIIED PR

Rep. Harald Ford k. has trled to keep his Senate i

linkng the Repuhli

incunhent {o the lrag war. His cppenent, though, raa ads Lhat made Issues of Foetls eaee and Family history.

"Il renhle has mada it diffiesl! fog Jefferson ko clear
the 50 percent threshold needed to avoid a renpll. Cn
his trail are state Rep. Karen Carter (D) and former
New Orleans cotneilman Troy Carter (D). & ranoff be-
tween Karen Carter and Jeffevson would be a tossup,

Katrin's tnpacl has been greater i the 3rd District,
whetr Rep. Charlie Melancon (D) bas helped got feder
al supporl. He looks likely to hold on to his seat against
2004 candidate state Sen, Craig Romere {R).

MISSISSIPPI: Veteran Stands Strang

Sen. Trent Lott (R}, eyeing a possible return to alead-
erahip position and bragring of 34 years in Congress,
s encountered few problems in taming back e chal-
lenge [rors state Rep. Erik Floming {I¥).

SOUYE CAROLINA: Likely Wins for Each

2005 #nd has ed in most polls, bul Republicans have
long insisted they will wip here, Polling casts the race 29
clase, with a slight edpe to Davis,

Rep, Anne Northup (R} is targeled by Democrats ev-
ery cyele. Hor Logiswille area peat was carried by Lhe last
two Democratic presidential nomineea and has a signifi-

cant black vole. But Nosthup wins regularly, relying ca -

unparalieled fundraisiog and a koack for discrediting
her ts. Former altemalive newspaper executive

nerable, In part becanze Foley's name wlllstall be o the
ballot. Demacrat Tim Nizh

advantage, but the GOP sland-n, state ch Joe Ne-
gron, has fougeht back, aned the national party put consid-
etable moneyinte the race. IM's a fossup.

Rep. Clay Shaw (R} has faced a suecession of chal-
lenging races in the 22nd Drisirict, and Lhis year may be
his toughest, agafnst state Sen. Ron Klein. Shaw has dis-
tanced himeelf from Bush and even ran a radio ad tout-
ing his cooperstion with President Bl Clinton, who
Wwas coming to the area to raise money for

Harris’s district is 1he other onz Democrats are tor-
geting, Auto deafer Yern Buchanan (B} Las called in
both President Bush and first lady Laura Bush to help
him stave off businesswoman Christine Jennings. Dem-
oerats were more confident two weeks 2go. Republivans
worty, knowing thia is the kind of race they need to win

editor John Yarmul]i ([1) ia not Lhe stromgest of Nortle
up'sTecent ch hulheis ing in fae best na-
tianal environment for Demoeeata in recent MEMaTY.
The victary by 2ned l}!stm‘:t ch Ron Lems (R} ina
1994 special election signaled the year's R
wave that swept Democrats from the House majority.
Democrats are hoping slate Rep. Mike Weaver (D) can
pull ofi an upset against Lewis, but this district’s strong
Republican Ll makes 2 Demaocratic win undikely,

LOUISIANA: Inquiry Could Sway Voters

Gov. Mark Sanford (R} has battied the legislature
throughout his four years and now is fighting a member
of the Democralic minority, state Sen, Tommy Moore
(D}, far a scennd term, But everyiling favors Sanford in
this Republican-leaning state.

The challenge to Rep, John Spratt {0} from state
Rep. Ralph Nosman (R} drew early nationat money, but
Republicans no [onger see an opportunity.

TENMESSER: A Racizlly Charged Campaign

Gav. Phil Bredesen (1) is far alioad in Jus bid for re-
election, Iui the Voluteer State is home to ohe of the
mos! faseinating — snd competitive — Senale races in
the counlry, pitting Rep. Harold Ford Jr. (D) of Mem-
1(:}1;)13 against former Chattancaga mayor Bob Corker

Flard is sepking to becons: the first Alriean Ameriean
senator from the South since Reconstruction. Months

A year after Hurrirane Fatrina ravaged New Orleans,
1he conpressional race it the 2nd Distucl is Lnning
aore on the canduct of Rep, William Jefferson (1Y) than
on the aftermath of the historic storm. Jeffersan is the
subject of a federal corruplinm investigation,

am, icans were worrted by his skills as a candi-
daie, and he has tu, by Demacratic and Repu.hhca.n ag-
oounts, a nearly £ 1 race. Camp as 4 Demo-
cratic centrist, he has tried (o pewtralize some of the
isses that often trip up Democrats in the South while
putting pressure on Corher over the Iraqg war,

KEY RACES

RACE '_ REFUBLICAN DEMOGRAT

Fia.gov. . . ChaleCrist  Rep, Bmiay
IinnKIera

“Fa. 2 Mist. _Rep, Clay Shaw

Max Eums .
4 Geoff Dam Hea Lucas :
“Tann. Senale  HobCorker Rep, Harcld FaldJr

The Republicans have hammered Ford as 2 high-
Liviny playboy to paint it 25 ow! of slep with e stafe’s
conscrvative voters. Their atfzchs caused an uproar in
the final weeks when a party-sponsored ad that showed
3 young, white woman — clearly an aciress — winking
and saying, “Harold, call me” Democrats socused Re
publicans of trying to play the race card, and some Re-
publicans agreed.

Caorker vas in some trouble earljer in the fall, nntil the
White Houee and other Republicans in Washington
forced 2 shake-up in his campaign. Ford will need 2 zuh-
stantial turnout among Adrican Americans and in-
crensed support smong womea to win, The race re-
maing closs, with a slight tilt lo Corker.

There are no compefilive House races. State Sen,
Steve Coken {D) is running to succeed Pord in the
heavily Democratic h District, while state Rep. David
Davis (R} is heading for the 1st THatrict seat of retiring
Rep. Rill Yenking {R).

The 50-state roundup was reported and
wiitten by Washington Post staff wiiters
David 5. Broder and Dan Balz, Washington
Post pofltical researcher Zachary A, )
Goldfarb, and washingtonpost.com staff -
writer Chrls Cilllzza. Washington Post stal
wiiter Hobert Barnes conitributed to this'
report, :




