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THE WHITE HOUSE /5F 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, 1939. 
----~ 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

To read and return. 

do not think this requires 

a ction at the present • 

F. D. R. 
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~ TELEGRAM 

530 am Oct 8 19~9 

The following is a paraphraaed code cablegram received 
at the State Departments 

Bruaaella, Oct 71 1939, 5s00 p.m. trom Mr. Daviea. 

For the President and Mr. Hull 

Here the tear ia great that either one or the other ot 
the belligerents may poaaibly undertake imminently some 
aation that will harden the aituation, aa it now atanda, 
into a bitter, irrevocable, horrible and really long war. 
The possibility ot an immediate assault by Germany on the 
Weatern front is not the only cause or thia anxiety, but 
there is alao the tear that the other aide might deatroy 
by some precipitoua action, the trembling bridge or peace 
which might yet be afforded by delay. Here people continue 
to cling desperately to the hope that time, together with 
the development or aome possibly untoreaeen events, might 
cause the cataatrophe to be averted before it is definitely 
and finally established. 

I have been requested, in thia, their darkest hour, by 
a high source to state that the President or the United 
Statea ia the only person in the world who can possibly 
avert the holocaust. I have likewise been asked to aay that 
they hope that somehow he might find a way ot making again 
an ettort ot some aort similar to those noble one• which 
he haa made in previoua oriaea and which have ao evoked the 
admiration ot all the love•• ot liberty throughout the world • 
A apecial messenger bearing a dispatch in regard to thia ia 

following on the clipper. 

(from the Secretary of State's ottice) 
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VRH 
Th~s te::le::gram must be: 
close::ly paraphrasEd bE ­
fore: be::ing communicatEd 
to anyone: , (C) 

Se::cre::tary of State: , 

•::aching ton . 

1 52, OctobEr 7 , 5 p .m. 

Brusse::ls 

DatEd OctobEr 7 , 1939 

Re::c ' d . 6 :35p . m. 

pr,R T!JE PRESIDENT AND TH::: SECRETARY OF STATE . 

ThErE is gre::at fe::ar hErE t hat the::rE is possibly 

i~~ine::nt some: action of e:: ithe::r one: or the: othEr of thE 

bEllige::re::nts which will harde::n the: prEsEnt situation 

into an irrEvocablE , bittEr , rEal , long and horrible: 

war . It is dirEcte::d not only to thE possibility of an 

immEdiate: GErman assault on thE wEstErn front but to the: 

fact that the: othe::r side: might prEcipitatEly do soJ>JEthing 

that would de::stroy the: t r Embling ilbridge:: of pe::ace:: 11 which 

de::lay m1ght ye::t afford , The::y still cling de::spe::ratEly 

to t hE hope: that timE and de::ve::lopme::nt of some: possibly 

unforESEEn EvEnts might ave::rt thE catastrophe: bEforE 

it is harde::ne::d into finality . In this , the::ir darke::st 

hour , I havE be::e::n re::que::ste::d by a high source: to say 

thc.t thE only pe::rson in thE world who can possibly 

ave::rt thE holocaust is the: Pre::sid£11t of the: Unite::d 

State::s ar.d to Expre::ss thEir hope: th ·.t he: might f1nd 

somE 
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- 2- 152, OctobEr 7, 5 p .m. from BrussElo 

somE l"E€'.ns of again making son·E Eff(;rd similar to 

thE noblE onEs which commandEd t '"lE o.dm1rution of thE 

l ibErty loving world in prEvious crisEs . DEs patch 

foJlow~ng by spEcial mEssEngEr on ClippEr . 

DAVIES 



TElEGRAM SENT 

HSM 
A"portion of this tElE­
gram must bE closEly 
paraphrasEd bEfor E bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE . 
(C ~ SpEcial Gray) . 

AmEmbassy , 

BrussEls, (BElgitoo) . 

77 . 

NovEmbEr 11, 1939 

8 p . m. 

Ul~~ .... le!@El~'~TI~A~bb FO~ THE AMBASSADOR O}~Y . 

ThE PrEsidEnt dEsir Es you to convEy , EithEr dirEctly 

or through such discrEEt channEls as you dEEm bEst, thE 

following pErsonal (undErlinE pErsonal) and unofficial 

mEssagE to thE King . HE apprEciatEs that undEr Existing 

conditions it might provE Embarrassing to His MajEsty if 

t~is mEssagE wErE to bEcomE known ; it is thErEforE bEing 

trEatEd hErE as highly confi dEntial . Should dEvEloping 

circumstancEs SEEm to warrant public i ty, this will bE a 

mattEr for latEr considEration and discussion. MEanwhilE 

in ordEr to limit thE numbEr of pErsons who havE knowlEdgE 

of thE mEssagE I suggEst tba t His MajEsty may want to sEnd 

his rEply tbr rugh you . (BEGIN 3PECIAL GRAY) 

QUOTE To His MajEsty King LEopold . 

In thE EVEnt of a nEw invasion of BElgiu.-n, and bECallSE 

of oux• long- timE friEndship , I hopE you will fEEl frEE to 

SEnd 

• 



hsm - 2- No . 77, Nove:mbe:r 11, 8 p •. m., to Brusse:ls 

se:nd your childrEn and any othEr me:mbErs of the: family to 

the: Unite:d StatEs during the: dangEr pe:riod. You can re:st 

assure:d that Mrs . Roose:ve:lt and I would gladly look afte:r 

the:ir safe:ty and we:ll-be:1.ng and that we: would re:gard the:m 

as me:mbe:rs of our own family . As a matte:r of pre:caution 

it would probably be: be:st for the:m to go by train and 

motor to Bilbao or Lisbon and I would gladly se:nd a 

cruise:r thEre: to bring tl1Em to Washington or to our country 

place: at Hyde: Park. 

I am thinking much of you in the:se: grave: hours. 

Signe:d FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Eu:PM 

UNQUOTE. (END SPECIAL GRAY). 

HULL 
(PM) 
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HSM 
T~lis tElEgram must bE 
closEly paraphras~d 
bEforE bEing communicatEd 
to anyonE . ( C ) • 

SEc:•Etary of StatE 1 

Washington. 

183 1 NOVEmbEr 13 1 10 p . m, 

BrussEls 

DatEd Nov Embec~ 13 , 1939 

REc'd 7:30 a . ~., 14th 

ut\PR..A QQJ.IF'IBEX'i'IAL l<'O~ TT-'E P~ESIDENT Al'' D ,,~··"£ 

SEC'{ETARY OF STATE. 

lnunEdia tEly u::;>on 'thE rEcEipt of thE corrEctEd f,_,_ll 

tExt of your tElEgram 'i~o . 77, I pErsonally gavE lt to 

thE King this aftErnoon at thE PalacE . HE was vj sibly 

affEctEd and EXprESSEd ill.msElf as most dEEply t0\.1ChEd 

and gratEful to thE PrEsidEnt and Mrs . RoosEv:::lt , 

I rEgrEt thE dElay in communicating t hi s mEssagE 

but it was duE to a garbling of thE tExt which I am 

uttErly unablE to undErstand . ThE .nEssagE as first 

rEcE5.vEd hErE on thE aftErnoon of NovEmbEr 12th v1as datEd 

NovEmbEr 11 1 9 p . m., and numbErEd 76 . It was obviously 

unintElligiblE bEcausE it appEarEd to bE a rEqnEst t 1!a t 

King LEopold should s md thE tExt of thE mE ssa3E to 'JEr 

r:~ajEsty QuEEn WilhElmina which mEssagE was addrEssEd and 

dirEctEd EntirEly to h Er . I cablEd for confirmation and 

rEcEivEd thE corrEctEd tExt thi.s aftErnoon which ~.nsErtEd 

thE mEssagE to thE King and omittEd any rEfErEnCE to thE 

QUEEn o 
DAVIES 



DDM 

A portion qf thi s message 
must be close ly paraphrased 
before beins communicated 
to anyone . (G) 

Secretary of State 

\:'ashing t on 

1871 November 15, noon . 

Brussels 

Datud November 15 1 1939 

R0c ' d • 10 : 43 a . m. 

Uls!ltJ' GOtl:Uf!'!W'ff' L. F'OR THE PHESIDENT AND THE SEC-

RETARY OF' STATE ONLY. 

With refer ence to the Department' s ultra confidontial 

t elegram to me , 77, Novombor 11 1 His Majesty King Leopold 

has handed to me tho folloVIing message for President 
. 

Roosevelt r eplying to tho cocrmunication from tho President : 

(BEGIN SPFCIAL GRAY) 11 1 am deeply touched by your offor 

and thank you for it cordi al l y . 

For the time buing 1 the s i tuation appears to be improved . 

If 1 in caso tho danger should bo r on0w0d and I should 

bu unable to keop my childron in a safe place in Europe , it 

i s with gratitude that I would accept the generous offer of 

you and Mrs . Roosevelt . 

I find in your offvr a new and inf initely procious proof 

of your tactful intorost . It is a gr eat comfor t f or us . 

(Signed ) Leopold. '' 

His Ma j es ty' s message was writton in French and tho 

above translation is my own . 

DAVIES 
DDM 
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