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_' "{{‘What fo//ows is the text of the /naugura/ address by PreSIdent E//en Johnson S/r/eaf of L/ber/a as
,';.;de//vered on Monday, January 16 on the Capitol grounds in. Monrowa o i

' Let us f|rst pralse Almlghty God the Arb|ter of all affalrs of humank|nd whose omnlpotent Hand
guldes and steers our nat|on ; A ‘

: Before I begln this address, wh1ch'sng’n|f1es the high-noon of this historic occasion; I ask’'that we
bow our heads for a moment of silent prayer in memory of the thousands of our. compatrlots who :
have dled as'a resuIt the many confllcts : S

Thank you' -

‘ I also ask your |ndulgence as I reflect on: the memory of my. two rural |lI1terate grandmothers and
* my mother and father.who taught me to be what I.am today, and the families' who took them |n
and. gave them the opportunlty of a better life.. ' S S

- Let us also remember in. prayers durlng his affllctlon HIS Grace Archblshop Mlchael K: Francns the
_ conscnence of our nat|on IO : .

‘L ?'-*r;,.fV|ce Presndent Boaka| and I have _]USt part|c1pated in the timie- honored constltutlonal rltual of oath-
- 'taking.as we’ embark upon our responsibllltles to lead this Republlc This ritual s symbollcally and
L polltlcally S|gn|f|cant and substantive. It reflects the endurlng character. of the democratlc tradition.
- of the! peaceful and orderly transfer of political power and authorlty It also conflrms the ' } o
" culmination of a commltment to our nation's.collective search for a. purposeful and responsnve o
natlonal leadershlp ‘ A S S S R e S~

~We applaud the resmence of our people who welghed down and dehumanlzed by poverty and ' v
rendéred immobile by the shackles of fourteen years of civil war, went courageously to the polls, to
" vote -.not once but twice, to elect Vice President Joseph Boakai and me to serve them. We express.
.to you our people our'deep sense of appreciation and gratitude for the opportunity to serve you
~and our common Republic. We pledge to live up to your expectations of creatmg a government that' 3
s, attentlve and responswe to'your needs, concerns, .and the development and progress of our .
' country : : : : :

' ‘We know that your vote was a vote for change; a vote for peace securlty and stablllty, a vote for
_ mdrvrdual and- national prosperity; a-vote for healing and leadership. We' have heard you loudly,

g -and we: humbly accept your vote of confidence and your mandate o S

‘ : 'Thls occaS|on held under the cloudy skles, marks a celebratlon of change and a dedlcatlon to an -
R agenda for a soc10 econom|c and pol|t|cal reordermg, lndeed a natlonal renewal :

"'htftp://‘ww‘wiB_l"’ackelector}ate;cborri/priht_artic‘le.“asp?ID:1,554'v : L "1/1,_19/2096.-- -




7'.,;.-:.Black]E):‘l_cct‘o,rate..com:: e : e 8 S o :.-iPager of7

'Today, we whoIeheartedly embrace thlS change We recognlze that this change is not change for
= change sake, but a fundamental break with the past, thereby requiring that we take bold and’

decisive steps to address the problems that for decades have stunted-our progress undermlned
natlonal unlty, and kept old and new cIeavages ln ferment e o e .

As we embrace thIS new comm|tment to change |t is bef|tt|ng that for the flrst t1me the
inauguration is being held on the Capitol Grounds, one of the three seats of Government. We = :
_pledge anew our comm|tment to transparency, open government and part|C|patory democracy for.
- all of our cltlzens : S : : SN

. Fellow leerlans As T speak to you today, I am. most grat|f|ed by the caliber of the delegatlons of
our own African Governments, Foreign Governments,. partners. and local partners as well, who have
come to join us to celebrate this trlumph of democracy in our country I am particularly touched by

“those.: you see - our dear brothers, the delegation from the United-States, headed by the wife of -

- . President'Bush and my friend, our mediator, who has been With- us so long and broug

-.-’ day We pay homage to all of you. We respect you We welcome you Blen vene a- tou_.

', My dear lrothers and Slsters of West Afr|ca ‘You: have d|ed for us you have g|ven refuge to.
.vthousands of our citizens; you have denied yourselves by utilizing your ‘scarce resources to assist
us; you have agonized for us, and you have prayed for us. We thank you, and. may ‘God-bless you
-for your: support to Liberia as well as.for your contlnumg commitment to promote peace securlty,

. stablllty, and bllateral cooperatlon wrthm our sub reglon - and beyond

l

I wish to- acknowledge the stewardshlp of the Natlonal Tran5|t|onal Government under the

: '”-leadersh|p of its’former Chairman, Mr. Gyude Bryant, for their contribution to peace -and.to the

""’:;successful eIectoral process. I also recognize and thank: the former. National Tran5|tlonal Leglslat|ve .
‘Assembly for their service to the nation. And I welcome, the members of the 52nd Leglslature who
‘were sworh in.a few moments ago. Distinguished Lad|es and Gentlemen, I congratulate you as you

. assume your individual responsibilities of representlng our people I Iook forward to- work|ng W|th

) ‘each of you as we. ‘strive to build a better natlon

A 1 thank and applaud our gaIIant men and women:of the Armed Forces of leerla who have rendered" -
.. sacrificial serV|ce to our nation and are now being wrlllngly retlred to fac1l|tate the tralnlng and

- _jrestructurlng of the new. Armed Forces of leerla

o :;,fiI aIso thank the leadershlp and gallant men’ and women of the Unlted Natlons M|l|tary MlSSlOl’l m

leer|a who da|Iy labor wnth us to keep the peace that we enJoy

: Fellow leerlans, Ladles and Gentlemen No one who has I|ved inor V|5|ted th|s country in the past
- fifteen years will deny the physical destruction and the moral decadence that the civil war has left

-in its:wake here in Monrovia and in other cities, towns, and- villages across the nation. We have all
.suffered. The'individual sense of deprivationis immense. It is therefore understandable that.our - .

: people will have high expectations and wrll demand aggressnve solutlons to the socio- economlc and -

o societal d|ff|cuIt|es that we face.

‘ Our record shows that we are‘a strong and- res|l|ent people able to survrve able to rise from the _
_ashes of* CIVl| strlfe and to start anew; able to forge:a new beginning, forgiving if not forgettlng the
. -past."We are.a good and friendly people braced for hope even-as we wipe.away the tears of past - -

"us-to th|s

- suffering: and despa|r Our chaIIenge therefore, is to.transform- adversity-into opportunlty, to renew

the promlses upon which our. nat|on was founded: freedom equahty, unity and |nd|v1dual progress .

' A_ In the hlstory of our natlon in the hlstory of every natlon each generatlon each Admlnlstratlon is

~»summoned to define its nation’ s purpose and character. Now it is our time to state clearly and

e unequnvocally ‘who. we are, as leerlans .as your leaders and where we pIan to take th|s country |n ‘\
: ‘the next Six years , : e : :
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Polltlcal Renewal

F|rst Iet me. declare in‘our pursuit of pol|t|caI renewal that the poI|t|caI campa|gn is over. It is t|me
o for us; regardless of-our political affiliations and persuasions, to come together to heal and rebuild
+ our nation. For my part, as President of the: Republlc of leerla my Government extends a hand of

" *frlendshlp and solidarity to the Ieadershlp and members of all political parties, many. of- them Slttlng .

' _rlght in: front of me, which participated in our.recent: presidential and legislative elections. I call -
. upon those who have'been long in the struggle - and those: who recently earned: the|r strlpes to-
“play lmportant roles in the rebwldmg of our nation. : S : :

: Comm|tted to advance the splrrt of.inclusion, 1 assure alI L|ber|ans and our mternat|onal partners
" and friends that our Government WI” recognize ‘and slipport'a strong:democratic and loyal :
~._opposition in Liberia. This is important because we believe that our democratic culture-and our :
- nation are best: served when the opposxtlon is strong and act|ve|y engaged in the process of nat|on -

: .bu|ld|ng

' Moreover we call upon our colleagues of all pol|t|caI persuasrons now. in the D|aspora to return

= 'home and join usin meetmg this excmng challenge of natlonal renewal

G 'We make a similar appeal to the thousands of our c|t|zens who contlnue to live in refugee camps .

| "throughout the sub-region and beyond. We recognize and sympathize with your plight and will
explore with-our development partners'ways and means to facmtate your early return home asa
national’ |mperat|ve for our renewal and development

To those who are’still mternally dlsplaced we! pledge to work W|th our partners to get you back to '
your communrtles to enable you, to start the process of rebulldlng your lives. e :

I We must have a new understanding. YourJob ‘as c1t|zens is to work for your famlly and your
s _'country Your country's only JOb is to work for you. That is the compact that I offer you today
A New Era of Democracy I

o My Fellow L|ber|ans Ladles and Gentlemen

,.Ours has certalnly not been an easy Journey to where we are today Indeed the road has been -
tortuous and checkered. The tendencies of mtolerance of each other's opinion rooted in parochial
and- selfish conS|derat|ons and: greed have driven us into our descent into’ recent tragedles and

" paralysis as a. hation and as a people These negative national tendencies have,-in-the ‘past, bred.

~ ethnic suspicion and hatred, led to injustice, social and political exclusion. They have'also = -
weakened our capacity to peacefully co-exist as a people with diverse socio-cultural, economlc and
“political backgrounds. Consequently, we have witnessed needless generalized conflrcts that have

- .;‘]’profoundly affected the Liberian family, the foundatlon of our society.

| know of thls struggle because I have been a part of it: Without bltterness, or anger, or _'f
v vrndlctlveness, I recall the. |nhuman|ty of confinement, the terror of attempted rape; the ostracusm

- ‘of exile. But'I ‘also recall the goodness and the kindness of the many who defied orders and

ylnstructlon and saved my life, and gave food to the hungry and to glve water- to the thlrsty I recaII i
,thelr humanlty and thank them , S ‘ . : -

"f._?‘And so ‘my Fellow leerlans let us acknowledge and honor the sacrlﬂces and the contrlbutlons of all -
~.as we put the past behind us. Let us rejoice that our recent.democratic exercise has been a '
redemptive act of faith and an expression of renewed confidence in ourselves. Let us be proud that

© ~we were able to ultlmately rise above our intense poI|t|caI and other differences in a renewed

g determmatlon as a people to foster dialogue instead of violence, promote: unlty rather than.
B dlsharmony, and engender hope rather than d|5|lluSIonment and despalr -

" hitp://www.blackelectorate.com/print_article.asp?ID=1554 . 1/19/2006 =
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My Admlnlstratlon therefore commlts itself to the creat|on of a democracy in Wthh the
constltutlonal and c1v11 liberties and rlghts of aIl of our people will be respected

: | iEConomlc Renewal , / o

- .‘In a similar quest for econom|c renewal we start on the premlse that we are a wealthy people Our

" _pation‘is blessed with.an endowment, rich in natural and human resources: Yet, our economy has

-~ collapsed due to several civil conflicts and economlc m|smanagement by successive governments.
- The task of reconstructlng our devastated economy is awesome for wh|ch there erI be no qU|ck
f|x o ~ R ~ e

. Yet we have the potentlal to promote a healthy economy in: wh|ch leerlans and |nternat|onal ,
investors can prosper..We can create an investment climate that gives confidence to Liberiah.and’;
'.forelgn investors. We can promote those activities that add-value in the epr0|tat|on of our. natural

_.*_resources..We can recogmze and. give support to our small farmers and marketers. ‘who, through
- . their own efforts over the years, have provided. buoyancy and self-sufficiency in economic act|v1ty

. We can revisit our Iand tenure system to promote more ownershlp and free ho|d|ng for

: _people

o commumtles LE e | T

_Thls W|II caIl for a transformatlon of our economic vision |nto economlc goaIs that are consnstent
.with our natronal endowment and regional and global dynamics. We will ensure that allocation of .
“our.own resources reflect tHose. priorities formulated on the basis of sequentlal measures of -
structurat change that need to provide this transformation. And we will call upon our development
a partners to. llkerse recognlze that although they have made significant investment to bring peace. -
to our country, thls peace can onIy be consohdated and sustamed if we brlng development toour. -

Y iR

- W|th thlS m mind, we are worklng W|th our partners to ldentlfy key obJectlves and dellverables in.
" the first one hundred and fifty days of our Administration, which’coincides with' the remalnlng L
~.budgetary: period of the former government We must meet our commitment to restore some -
- measure of electricity to our capltal city. We must put Liberians back to work agaln We ‘must’ put
our economic and-financial house:in order.:Most of aII we must revive our mlndset of courage ‘
hard work honesty, and a can.- do sp|r|t , A S ‘

;'_‘;Our strategy is to achleve qu|ck and VISIb|e progress that reaches srgnlflcant number of our people, _
- to-gain momentum consolldate support and establlsh the foundatlon for sustamed economlc SR
"development ’ : ST : .

For the Iong term,: more will be requnred from us and our partners We will formulate a multl year i
€conomic: reconstructlon plan: tied to a. ‘Poverty Reduction Strategy Program that relieves. our - -
“:country. from a staggermg US$3.5 billion debt and paves the way for acceleration in‘our. natlonal

- effort to make progress in the achievement of the Mlllenmum Development Goals. We will also -

.- tackle the-HIV/Aids problem, thereby endurlng that thlS threat to. our human capltal and growth

.and prospenty |s addressed ; . : : _

g ‘Governance

- We know that ouF desnre for an envnronment for prlvate sector- drlven sustamable growth and

: »development cannot be achieved wnthout the political will and. a- ‘civil service ‘that is eff|CIent

effective and honest. The workforce in our ministries and agencies is serlously bloated. Qur

yfAdmmlstratlon will therefore embark on a process of rationalizing our agencies. of government to..

_make them lean, efficient, and: responslve to public service delivery. This will require the creat|on |
E of a mentocracy that places premlum oh qual|f|cat|on professnonallsm and performance T LR |

"‘.‘Bondmg " - _ o v. o o L g .
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i Fellow Liberians, Ladies and Gentlemen: Across this country, from Cape Mount in the West to Cape -

- Palmas:in the East, from Mount Nimba-in ‘the North to Cape: Monsterrado in the South; from. Mount -

" Wologizi'in Northcentral to Mount Gedeh in the Southeast, our'citizens: at this very moment are
' llstemng by radlo - some are watchlng by teleV|5|on I want to talk to you' -

'As you know in our various communities and towns our ch1|dren have a way of greetmg the|r
- fathers when they come home after-a long, t|r|ng day of trying to find the means to. feed the famlly'
o that nlght and send the chlldren to school in the morn|ng They say, "Papa na come.’

: For too many times, for too many fam|I|es Papa comes home wrth noth|ng, havmg failed to flnd a
Job or to get the help to feed the hungry children. Imaglne the disappointment and the hurt in the
mother and-the children; the frustration and the loss of seIf-confldence in' the father R

- ,Through the message of thls story, I want you to know that I understand what you ordlnary

.cltlzens go through each day to make ends meet for yourselves and for your families.

'v Tlmes were hard before Tlmes are even harder today But make th|s pIedge to you Under my
; Admlnlstrat|on we will work to change that situation. We will work to ensure that when our . -

- ‘children say "papa na come", papa will come- home ]oyfully with something, no matter how "

. ‘meager, to-sustain his family. In other words, we will create the jobs for our mothers and fathers
to be gainfully employed We will create the soaal and economlc opportunltles that will restore our

people s dlgnlty and self-worth.

*We w1ll make the chlldren smlle again. The thousands of children who couId not present thelr

.+ voting cards, but repeatedly told me whenever I'-met and shook their hands that they voted for me.
S Indeed, the voted-with their-hearts. To those children and other Liberian children across-this -
\ f“;'_jnatlon 1 say to you I love you very, very much 1 shalI work to glve you hope and a better future

’ '-r-b,.Now, I would llke to speak in partlcular to our. youth You are out there You can belleve my word

. that our Administration will do its. utmost to respond to your needs. We will build: your capacity. and :

“empower you to enable you meaningfully part|c|pate in the reconstruction of your: country We will .
. give you the education that you asked for, and the skills training that we know you desire. We shall - ,
~actively.pursue the Kakata Declaration resulting from the National Youth Conference heId in 2005 L

and the lmplementatlon of a Natlonal Youth PoI|cy and Program

Corruptlon

P ,Fellow leerlans we know that if we are to ach|eve our economlc and income. dlStrlbutIOl’l goals we
. must take on forcibly and effectively the debilitating cancer of corruption. ‘Throughout the - ‘ .
' ...-ﬁcampalgn I.assured our people that, if elected; we would wage. war agalnst corruptlon regardless
of where it eX|sts or by whom'it is practlced : : S

»Today, I renew th|s pledge Corruptlon under my Adm|n|strat|on will be the maJor publ|c enemy
We will confront it. We will fight-it. Any member of my Administration who sees this affirmation as
mere posturlng or yet another attempt by another L|ber|an leader to play to the gallery on this.
grave lssue should thlnk tw1ce . . ,

o In thlS respect T will lead by example I quI expect and demand that everyone servmg in my
_Admlnlstratlon leads by example The flrst testament.of how my- Administration will: tackle public
“service corruptlon will be that everyone appointed to high' positions of public trust “such’ ‘as in the

} Cabinet and heads of public corporations, will be required to declare their assets. I will be the first..

" “to comply, and T w1ll caIl upon the Honorable Speaker and Pres:dent Pro Temps to say that they
comply ' ‘ : : . : o _ )

: My Adm|n|strat|on w1II aIso accord hlgh pl‘lOl‘lty to the formulatlon and passage into Iaw of a |

k VAN
ook
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'- ‘»."Nat|onal Code of Conduct to wh|ch all publlc servants w1ll be subJected

My FeIIow L|ber|ans If we are to ach|eve our: development and ant| corrupt|on goals we must ‘

~welcome and embrace the Governance and Economic Management Program, which.the National
'.Transmonal Government of Liberia, worklng with our international- partners has formulated to deal
’W|th the serlous econom|c and f|nanC|al management def|c|enc|es in our country '

) .'We accept and enforce the terms of GEMAP recogn|2|ng the |mportant aSS|stance wh|ch |t is . A
expected.to-provide dur|ng the early years of our Government More |mportantly, we will ensure

competence and integrity in the management of our own resources and |nS|st on an: |ntegrated

. capacity bu1ld|ng d|menS|on |n|t|at|ve SO as’ to render GEMAP non- appllcable in a reasonable per|od
‘oftlme : o . , : s ,

Fore|gn Pol|cy

. :My Fellow leerlans Our natlon s forelgn pol|cy has hlstoncally been rooted in our core' values asa

"natlon and people in the practices of good neighborliness, non-interference in the affairs of other™

- nations:and-peoples, peaceful co- exnstence regional cooperation and integration. These values will

» contlnue to gurde the conduct of our foreign policy under my: Administration. Our: foreign-policy will .

-take due cogn|zance of the sacrifices and contributions that have been made by our brothers and -
- _sisters to restore peace, security, and stability to our country. We will therefore work to be a ‘

. responS|ble member of sub-regional, regional, and international organizations, |nclud|ng the Mano o
River Union, Economlc Community of West: African States, African Union, and the United Nations.
We ‘will do‘all that we can to honor our obllgatlons past and current, and enforce all lnternat|onal :
treatles to wh|ch our country has subscrlbed o .

To our snster Republlcs West, East and North of our borders we make th|s pledge under my
Administration, no inch of Liberian soil will be used to consplre to perpetrate aggression against -
’vyour countries. In making this' commitment, we will work for a new regional security that is. based
i»'.,‘-upon -economic partnership a|med at enhancmg the: prospects for reg|onal cooperatlon and

o |nteg ration.

My Fellow Cltlzens Let me assure you that my PreS|dency shall rema|n commltted to serve all

) Liberians without fear or favor. I am PreS|dent forall of the people of the country.:I'therefore want 'ﬁ'_‘ ’

to assure all of our people that neither I, nor any person serving my Administration will pursue any:

h vendetta “There will beno vindictiveness. There will be no policies of political, social, and economic
‘.'exclu3|on "We will be inclusive and tolerant, ever senS|t|ve to the anxieties; fears hopes and

‘ _asp|rat|ons of all of our people rrrespect|ve of ethn|c polltlcal rellglous aff|I|at|on and socnal status.

"!."!-';By the|r votes the L|ber|an people have sent a clear message' They want peace they want to

‘move on with their lives. My charge as President is.to work to assure the wishes of-our. people. We .

o will: therefore encourage our citizens to ut|I|ze our system of due process for settllng differences.

' We will make sure that we work together as a people, knowing, however, that we will forcefully Cd :

2 and decusrvely respond to any acts of lawlessness, threats to our hard earned peace, or
e destablllzmg actions that could return: us.to confl|ct

C ’As We. savor the new. dawn of hope and expectatlon T pledge to bring the Government closer to the .
’ ‘people ‘The days: of the imperial Presidency, of a domlneerlng and threatenlng Chlef Executlve are

S - over. This was my campalgn promlse, wh|ch I |ntend to keep

fAnd now, before T close, T would like- to talk to the women - the women of L|ber|a the women of
" Africa,.and the women of the world. Unitil a few decades ago, Liberian women endured the- |nJust|ce

' - of being treated as second-class citizens. Durirg the years.of our civil war, they | bore the. brunt of -

inhumanity and terror. They were conscrlpted into war, gang raped at will, forced into domestic

slavery Yet itis the women who labored and advocated for peace throughout our region. .
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.It is therefore not surprlsmg that durlng the perlod of our: electlons leerlan women were
_»galvanlzedv- and demonstrated. unmatched passion;. enthusiasm,- and support for-my candldacy

) They stood with me; ‘they defended me; they worked with me;. they prayed for me. The same can B o

" be said for the women: throughout Africa. Iwant to here and now gratefuIIy acknowledge the
: v,»powerful volce of women of" alI walks of llfe 2 e ‘ k .

My Admlnlstratlon shall thus endeavor to. give Liberian women prom|nence in all affalrs of our . -
country:. My Administration shall empower Liberian women in all areas.of our national Ilfe We will.

. support.and increase the writ of laws that restore their dlgnlty and deal drastlcally W|th ‘crimes that
“dehumanize: them. We will enforce without fear or, favor the’law: agamst rape ‘recently . passed by '
the NationalTransitional Legislature. We shall encourage families to educate all children, '
“partlcularly the girl child. We will also try to. provide economic programs that enable Liberian .

women - partlcularly our market women - ‘to assume: thelr proper place in our economlc process

"My FelIow leerlans We are. movnng forward The best days are: commg The future belongs to us-

because we: have taken charge of it. We have the resources, and we have the resourcefulness. We . "

.now have the right Government. And we have good friends, good brothers. and sisters who will

B 'y,vwork with-us: Our-people are already building our roads, cleaning:up our envrronment creatlng
]obs rebU|Id|ng schools br|ng|ng back water and. eIectr1crty ' : :

We are a good people we are a klnd people We are a forg|v1ng people and we are a God fear|ng :

. ;‘people

: So let us- beg|n anew movmg forward intoa future that is frlled wrth promlse filled- wrth hope' B

."In Un|on Strong, Success is Sure! We cannot fa|l We must not fall We W|lI not - falI "
- "_'ngod bless you all - and save the Republlc
3 .‘_I thank you

o S Thls transcrlpt was publlshed by AII Afrlca com

L PORINCINNG
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Dailv News (New York)
January 14, 2006 Saturday-

: *HEADLINE RUN FOR IT, CONDI! Lauta would luv Prez Rice . :
,*BYLINE BY KENNETH R. BAZINET DAILY NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU

,WASHINGTON F1rst Lady Laura Bush pred1cted yesterday the U S: w1ll soon have a female 2

Pres1dent and held out hope Secretary of State R1ce w1ll change her m1nd and run for the Wh1te

: House C

Asked about other potent1al female cand1dates ina CNN 1nterv1ew Bush po1ntedly 1gnored the '

~question in an apparent snub of Sen: Hillary Cl1nton (D-N.Y: ) who is sal1vat1ng at the chance to
_ .return to the Wh1te House this time in the lead role , L : SREO

On the eve of her tnp to the 1naugurat1on of L1ber1as ﬁrst female Pres1dent Bush sa1d the t1me 1s
" .right for a female commander n ch1ef here in the U S -as long as she sa Republ1can '

M th1nk it w1ll happen for sure. I th1nk 1t w1ll happen probably in the next few terms of the
, pres1dency in the Un1ted States she said.

"Of course, a Republ1can 'wom‘an like maybe 'Dr;"Rice " she added with a giggl'e and -a, srni'le.=' B

:It's not the: ﬁrst t1me Bush’ has stumped for R1ce cons1dered the bra1ny rock star of the Bush
, adm1n1strat1on who is. l1ked ‘even by many Democrats polls have shown ‘ o

But so-far R1ce plans to return to her 1vory tower sanctuary at’ Stanford Un1vers1ty and has

- dreams about someday becom1ng comm1ss1oner of the Nat1onal Football League

| "R1ce s top State Department spokesman Sean McCormack 1nd1cated she still has no’ des1re to
frun for Pres1dent "The secretary has spoken to th1s 1ssue many t1mes before " McCormack sa1d

Bush is well aware that Rice doesnt want to run at this po1nt but apparently she hasn t wntten
off the poss1b1l1ty Rice will change her mind. "She says she deﬁn1tely is not runn1ng," ‘Bush sa1d

Too'd love to see her run She' s temﬁc

, _R1ce w1ll Jo1n Bush in the ofﬁc1al delegat1on for Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson S1rleafs 1naugurat1on
; Monday » - o » : R

| 'Cl1nton S camp was. mum about Bush's comments or the potent1al of the senator fac1ng R1ce” "No - s
: comment sa1d spokeswoman Ann Lew1s "Thanks for ask1ng ' S :

I nearly every recent 2008 pres1dent1al poll Cl1nton tops R1ce but loses to Sen -John McCa1n
o (R Anz ) or ex- Mayor Rudy G1ul1an1 ‘ » S
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s work1ng populatron is Jobless w1ll be no easy task

Assoc1ated Press Worldstream : '

January 14, 2006 Saturday 12:14 AM GMT a0 TR T o R
-HEADLINE No water power 1o jobs: L1ber1a s ﬁrst elected woman pres1dent faces daunt1ng
BYLINE By HANS NICHOLS Assoc1ated Press Wnter

_ _L1ber1a S Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf takes ofﬁce as Afr1ca s ﬁrst elected female pre51dent on’ Monday, " “ f» 2
" and takes up the challenge of rebu11d1ng a war-scarred natron where a stunn1ng 80 percent of the - o

: .‘On and off c1v11 wars from 1989 to 2003 left 200, 000 people dead and d1splaced more than alf
of the tiny nation's 3 million people. Now in a devastated country’ with no electricity and no - :
. running water, not even the toilets are worklng in the n the Executlve Mans1on where water is
- "carned in in buckets L = T
§ "We have so many problems Too many to count " said 33 year old mother of three Serena

. Marley, ‘who ekes out a 11v1ng as-a market’ seller : - ’

~.To rebu11d L1ber1a and secure a- desperately needed 1nﬂux of forergn aid, S1rleaf must v win over

:1ntematronal donors by prov1ng the country is in good hands well govemed free of corruptlon :, S

- and violence.

' Doug Coffman a U N spokesman in L1ber1a sa1d the country needs substant1al and contlnued
~aid. Reburldlng and retraining the army and police force alone will take tens. of mllllons of
, dollars (euros) he sa1d : : - ‘

 With 15 000 peacekeepers and a sohd two years of peace under Liberia's belt the threat of
' ’renewed war is cons1dered remote, for now.. L \

Sirleaf s says she will reach out to former rebel leaders and’ personally 1nv1te them to: ﬁnd ways to i
contribute to. Liberia's growth. Most faction leaders supported Sirleaf's polltlcal r1val soccer star S

: .George Weah ‘who lost.a heated November pre51dent1al runoff

’ Her House and Senate modeled after thelr counterparts in the United States w1th whom L1ber1a .
‘has a long a close h1story 1nclude former warlords as leglslators ~

‘ S1rleaf must ensure. . the 1ntegratlon of 100, 000 €X- combatants That means keep1ng money
: ﬂowrng to U. N -backed rerntegratlon programs that have put them in school and. glven them _]Ob

' tra1n1ng

JMany ex- combatants are conv1nced Sirleaf stole the electlon from Weah though 1nternatronal
observers declared the vote free and falr ” ~ :

,Slrleaf a67- year old Harvard educated former ﬁnance m1n1ster has promlsed to electr1fy the g
«city within six months with pr1vate 1nvestment she cla1ms to ‘have already lined" up ' '
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:"'She s prom1sed o bnng safé drinking water and electr1c1ty and she has the 1nternat1onal contacts B
T to make that happen 41- -year- -old former ﬁghter James Cooper sa1d : ‘

L1ber1a founded by freed Amerrcan slaves in 1847, has been wracked by coups and war since

" 1980.-Two of the last four heads of state have. been executed a th1rd ﬂed to N1ger1a and: the :
' fourth could face cr1m1nal charges for corrupt1on o _ :

”":',L1ber1a s economy is m1nuscule The natlonal budget 1s Just US$80 mllllon w1th donors 1nJ ect1ng S
' about US$300 m1ll1on annually, mostly through aid pI‘O_]eCtS o

The tumbledown cap1tal 1s in bad shape sl1pp1ng into darkness ni ghtly because the c1ty has no o
mains power. Severed power hnes dangle to. the road, meeting open sewers that often spill onto

. the sidewalk; Bu1ld1ngs are bullet splattered and blackened by ﬁre and mold

- The s1tuat1on 1s $0 bad that to1lets in the Executlve Mans1on don't functlon because of shortages |
~of water, most of which is carried in by buckets said Edith Bawn of L1v1ng Water Internat1onal
©an a1d group in charge of a US$150 000 USAID grant to clean up government grounds

| ,S1rleafs ofﬁc1als sa1d they d1dn't know whether she'll move 1nto the mans1on Monday, though
jshe w1ll start us1ng 1t asan ofﬁce R : : .

‘I an attempt prepare- the c1ty for 1nauguration gues‘t‘sprominent amo'n'g them U S-S eCretary of

L State Condoleezza Rice and U.S. First Lady Laura Bush the government has d1spatched bands:

of. youth to: collect rubble and rubbish from potholed streets hauhng away rusted tax1s sweep1ng -

X curbs and lay1ng on fresh coats of pa1nt

: Around the leg1slature several hundred ex- combatants are. clearlng trees and erect1ng 1naugural P

stands beneath an unforg1v1ng sun all for two dollars (euros) a day and a free lunch

‘ ‘For most it was the first pa1d _]Ob n months
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Xlnhua General News Servrce SRR
* January 14, 2006 Saturday 2:00 PM- EST

Y_HEADLINE Laura Bush to attend L1ber1an presrdentlal 1naugurat10n v151t Ghana ,-7;%’

Laura Bush First Lady of the Un1ted States is to v1s1t Ghana Sunday, and is to attend the SRR

~ Monday. inauguration of Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf the first woman to be e1ected
: 1,pres1dent in Afrrca accord1ng to Ghana News Agency on Saturday R

Bush would be accompanred by six un1vers1ty presrdents from the Un1ted States to Ghana to
unveil the "Textbooks and Learning Matenals Program armed to support Afrrcan tertrary
X educatron with the requrred logrstrcs N ;

Ghana was chosen for the launch of Laura Bush's program for Afrlca Wthh a1ms to lmk S
y imrnonty serving colleges in the United States w1th 1nst1tutrons in Afnca to prov1de textbooks and' '

S school supp11es for Afncan students

| - The program would be 1aunched at the Accra Teacher Tra1n1ng College

'As part of her v1s1t to. Afrrca Mrs Bush would also travel to L1ber1a w1th the US Secretary of
= State Condoleezza Rlce to attend the. 1nauguratlon of Elleni Johnson: Sirleaf pres1dent-e1ect of
_L1ber1a and the ﬁrst woman to be elected pres1dent on’ the African contlnent




:'The Washmgton Post = - S
'January 14,2006 Saturday

R - HEADLINE NAMES & FACES

= -Flrst lady Laura Bush d1d the s1sterhood -is- powerful thmg agam yesterday In an 1nterV1ew with =~
"CNN Internatlonal she said she would "love to see" Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce un for gt

. pres1dent

Bush who is travelmg 1o L1ber1a with daughter Barbara to attend the 1naugurat1on of L1ber1a 5

b first female presrdent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, speculated that Amer1ca will ! probably have a Ly
‘female president within the next few terms. When prodded for whom she has in mind for the ]ob B

‘Bush responded, "Well, of course, a Republican woman. Like maybe Dr. Rice. " Although Rice

: - routiriely demurs and deflects when asked about the Oval Office, Bush, gave her vote: "She's.

terrific." The pres1dent's wife had urged him to appoint a woman to replace ret1r1ng Supreme

o Court Justice Sandra Day o Connor but, well that didn't work out..

. _Laura Bush also sald she prov1ded a. llttle s1sterly support viaa phone call to Samuel Al1to s ,
- wife, Martha-Ann, after she cried during her husband's Supreme Court conﬁrmatlon hearings a.
, few days ago Bush pomted out that she too feels llke do1ng that "every once in a while."

' "_Is Laura gunnmg for a stmt as a daytlme talk-show host or what'7
& ‘That Karl Rove S0 hot

Presrdent Bush's senior adv1ser was 10 asted at the Headllners Club of Austin’ oh Thursday and
bore the brunt of Jokes from attendees such as political strateg1st Mary Matalm former SR
Un1vers1ty of Texas regent Lowell Lebermann and the pres1dent hlmself O e

B abs mcluded Bush's v1deotaped suggestion that Rove fmlsh readmg the Cllff Notes of the -
“ Constitution in the next three y€ars and Lebermann's observatron that the Bush and Clrnton
admm1strat1ons shared a common weakness "Two pudgy people in the Wh1te House who -

ISR couldnt keep the1r mouths shut."”

o Matahn the only non- Texan speaker recalled yesterday that she wasa better ’storyteller than:

- ~jokester, but she did repeat the presrdent's off-color n1ckname for Karl; then offered "Us g1rls

.renamed h1m 'Stud Mufﬁn R o S ,
A spokesman for the event said Rove was in- good sp1r1ts and even took notes durmg the evemng o

,Took notes or names‘7 : : o S e

) o It s ofﬁc1al Gwyneth Paltrow is. pregnant w1th her second fru1tlet -- eIT - baby

% After months of med1a speculat1on the 33 year-old actress conﬁrmed the b1g news dur1ng an
1nterv1ew after Thursday n1ght's screenmg of her movie "Proof" in Los Angeles '




' Accord1ng to the entertamment show "The Insrder moderator Lou D1amond Ph1ll1ps 1ntroduced,,

‘lvf"”"Paltrow as a'pregnant woman and asked, "How far along are you?" She answered. L
- noncomm1ttally, "Far enough along to feel cumbersome Paltrow hasa 20 month old daughter T

s Apple w1th rocker hubby Chns Martm

Future ed1t1ons of J ames Frey s d1sputed memoir, "A M1lhon L1ttle P1eces w1ll conta1n an.
author s note about the book's contents h1s publ1sher announced o :

The bestseller has come under ﬁre since Sunday, when the Smoking Gun Web site posted a story
E alleg1ng that- Frey embell1shed his cr1m1nal record as well as several parts of his story

A Doubleday spokeswoman would not d1sclose further detarls or the mot1ve beh1nd the new |

B addition..

* Former "Baywatch" hunk Dav1d Hasselhoff ﬁled for d1vorce Thursday from Pamela Bach h1s o

- wife of 16 years. "The couple have agreed to an amicable settlement," Hasselhoff's publ1c1st told -

‘the Assoc1ated Press yesterday. The couple wed i in 1989 and have two teenage daughters S

- Kori'n'Miller" e



Indo As1an News Serv1ce o
January 14, 2006 Saturday 2:41 PM EST

. ‘_HEADLINE First woman US president l1kely soon Laura Bush

BYLINE Indo-As1an News Serv1ce .

) ;Wash1ngton J an 14 --US ﬁrst lady Laura Bush bel1eves the country s first Woman pres1dent 1s - .

' Just a few elect1ons away

4 " thmk it will happen probably in the next few terms of the pres1dency in the Umted States
' Pres1dent George W. Bush's w1fe said in an 1nterv1ew with CNN R :

'l

" Bush sa1d she would l1ke to see US Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce run for pres1dent

although she acknowledged that Rice "says she deﬁn1tely is not- runnmg

‘Her remarks Friday came the same day that Angela Merkel Germany s ﬁrst female Chancellor RS
" met Pres1dent Bush for talks at the White House.. o S

- On Monday, Rice and the first lady are due to attend the 1naugurat10n of Afnca s ﬁrst woman Lo
' pres1dent Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf in L1ber1a Mrs Bush called J ohnson S1rleafs elect10n "really‘ '
- V-thnlhng" : R B SRR

: Publ1shed by HT Synd1cat1on w1th perm1ss1on from Indo As1an News Serv1ce




o 'BYLINE Patr1c1a Wilson.

- Reuters R
. January 15,2006 ‘ E R o
HEADLINE: US first lady 1rked by cr1t1c1sm of Bush AIDS plan s

U. S ﬁrst lady Laura Bush opened a four-day tr1p to West Afrlca on Sunday full of pra1se for the Lo
'~cont1nent's first e1ected ‘woman presrdent but 1rr1tated by cr1t1crsm of promot1ng abst1nence to e

- .help combat AIDS

‘"She serves asa very 1mportant role model for little g1rls on the contlnent as well around the
*.‘world " Bush said of Liberia's Ellen J ohnson-S1r1eaf whose 1naugurat10n she w1ll attend on
,Monday "A sh1n1ng example for a11 of us.' : - =

J ohnson Sirleaf defeated soccer mllhonalre George Weah ina NovemberfSSpreSidentral runoff ‘ -
. ~and has pledged to heal the wounds of a bloody. 14- year c1v1l war that ended i 2003 but 1eft =

: ‘L1ber1a m‘ruins and kllled 250 000 people : - o

'_ Bush urged L1ber1a s presrdent—elect to reach sut to. young people who d1d not support her

' "One problem in L1ber1a 1S there s 0 many unemployed young people and th" o tyoung people
- Uwere overwhelmlngly for George Weah, the soccer player ... even though Mrs J ohnson-S1rleaf

~.won by 59 percent of the vote," she told reporters en: Toute to Accra

" Bush said she brought "the commitment of the United States government to stand w1th L1ber1a |
and-the. people of L1ber1a as they rebu11d the1r country : ; =

A senior U S. ofﬁclal sald Wash1ngton had commltted $1 bllhon to Monrov1a between 2004 and o S

L 2006 most of it: for peacekeepmg

- The rest of Bush's tr1p, to Ghana and N1ger1a will focus on educatlon and the HIV/AIDS
e pandem1c Wthh the United Nations estimates 1nfects more’ than 30 mllhon people in Afr1ca The v
e d1sease has k1lled at 1east 20 m1111on worldw1de e : : : : o

R Pres1dent George W. Bush has proposed a $15 billion emergenc‘y'plan t6 hélp. st'em'itsspread” in SN
- Africa and the. Caribbean, but critics have complained the program leans too heav1ly on the
) promot1on of abstmence and falls to place enough emphas1s on condoms L

_"Lthink it's a Very- fa1r d1v1de " Laura Bush sa1d "The whole plan all along has been Uganda s 1 S B
plan Wthh is the ABC -- abst1nence be fa1thfu1 and the correct and cons1stent use of condoms

_. : Uganda has brought its AIDS 1nfect10n rate down from 30 percent in the 1990s to about 6
upercent new. - - : : : : . B
Ina part of the world where one in three people had a sexually transm1tted deadly d1sease and ino
' countries "where. g1rls feel obligated to comply with the w1shes of men," wOmen needed to know T
that abst1nence was a cho1ce Bush said. = » el o




. ,'_-,;”But when grrls are not empowered when glrls are Vulnerable the1r chances of belng able to P
“negotiate their sexual life with the1r partners and to encourage or make the1r partners use: a
’ condom are Very low," . B

- Opponents contend that money. under the Bush program is often 51ph0ned off to fa1th based -
- groups that preach abstmence but supporters say in Afnca promotlng the use of condoms has 3
. fa11ed to halt the dlsease : : :

"T'm always a 11ttle b1t 1rr1tated when I hear the cr1t1c1sm of abstlnence because abstlnence is o
‘ ?absolutely 100 percent effectlve in eradlcatlng a sexually transmltted dlsease " Bush sa1d

.

S e




' _t Natlonal Post ( fIk/a The Frnancral Post) ( Canada) T ‘ e N
HEADLINE: Laura Bush declares Rice for U.S. pres1dent 'She s terrrﬁc Secretary of State f L
could: face Clinton in 2008 race o R

B _BYLINE: Phrhp Sherwell The Sunday Telegraph

WASHINGTON Laura Bush has revealed for the first time Whom she Would 11ke to see

- replacrng her husband in the Whrte House Condoleezza R1ce the Secretary of State

B¢ d love to see her run. She' s terrrﬁc Mrs. Bush sard durrng an interview in which- she pred1cted" B
iy that for the ﬁrst time a Woman Would soon be elected presrdent of the Unrted States g

o The ﬁrst lady, a powerful behrnd the-scenes ﬁgure in U S. pohtrcs is the most 1nﬂuent1al vorce

: -~ to speak in favour of a presidential bid in 2008 by Ms. che Her comments 1nd1cate that the .

- Secretary of State would have backing at the hrghest level 1f she were persuaded to change her |
m1nd and tun on the Repubhcan t1cket : X

o Asked about the prospects ofa female ptesident;- Mrs Bush told CNN: "I thrnk it’ erl happen
- forsure. 1 think it will happen probably in the next few terms of the pres1dency in the Unrted
~ States." .. - . . . SERUE L .

N

: She sa1d her chorce for that ground breakrng role Would be "of course a Repubhcan Woman" and': S

‘then gave her endorsement to Ms Rlce

»Mrs Bush is normally extremely guarded in her pronouncements SO her expressron of support
carries added weight. It is unlikely that she would have adopted such an overt posrtron 1f her
: husband were opposed T

Thé unmartied Ms. che is a close confidante and long- standrng fr1end of the Bush famrly,
“having previously advised George Bush Snr.-on foreign policy when he was presrdent She: -7

o ‘played a key tole'in preparing the current Presrdent Bush for hrs first Whrte House campargn and Ty

has Worked closely with him ever srnce

s S1nce the Presrdent's brother J eb, the Flor1da Governor has ruled h1mself out of the 2008 race;
. she could emerge as the de facto "legacy candldate" for the powerful Bush polrtrcal dynasty

'Wrth Hlllary Chnton the former ﬁrst lady and the frontrunner for the Democrat nom1natlon the |

- “United. States could witness a showdown between two women for the natron s hrghest ofﬁce 1n
2008 ' ' ' : '

Mrs Bush was speakmg on the eve of a trrp to Lrberra wrth Ms che for the 1nauguratron of the s
- first female leader n Afr1ca Presrdent Ellen Johnson-Slrleaf SO

There isa renewed buzz in Washrngton that the Secretary of State mrght be named as vice- - :

* president if the incurtibent, Dick Cheney, were forced by his health to stand down. Mr. Cheney,
who hasa hrstory of heart problems was brleﬂy admrtted to hospltal last weekend after

| 22



e breath1ng problems but later sa1d he was ﬁne

. ,The recommendatron of Mrs Bush has dehghted the self—styled Condrstas of the Amencans For : -

.R1ce grouplng

: ' The movement of grassroots Repubhcans has been runnrng a campargn burldrng support for a
‘ poss1ble R1ce pres1dent1a1 run at conservative gatherlngs across the Un1ted States

- }"We re delrghted by Mrs Bush‘s comments K J essie J ane Duff the group 'S natronal charrman
~-told The Sunday Telegraph "You don't get much closer to the Presrdent and we th1nk her
‘ oprnron carries enormous cred1b1hty o , ,
| o .The Condrstas are runnrng a "draft campaign to persuade the1r herorne to run by demonstratmg -
a ground swell of publlc support for her candrdacy ‘ a

e ‘«3.'f'>Desp1te her closeness to Mr Bush Ms Rice would not be un1versa11y acclarmed as a candldate '

‘within Republrcan ranks. A- former foreign affairs academic and expert on Ruissia, she has no o

record on domestic issues. Most notably, the neo-conservatives who. in‘effect ran forelgn polrcy a

_during Mr. Bush's first term are dlsmayed by her more concrlratory approach and would
- campal gn to prevent her wmnlng the nommatron ' « e

- “,For her part Ms Rice has 1ns1sted she has no plans to run for ofﬁce Indeed the sports fan has -
- often sa1d her 1deal _]Ob after stepp1ng down would be to head the Natlonal Football League

, .GRAPHIC Black & White : o S
_Photo: Sean Gallup, Getty Images Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce may emerge as the Lo
"legacy candldate of the Bush polrtrcal era. - o : N




4 ‘7'The Assoclated Press " '
: f‘,January 15, 2006 Sunday 7:24 PM GMT : ER oA : o
HEADLINE: Laura Bush backs doniestic spy1ng program as cntlclsm cont1nues on. Capltol Hlll e

: '-BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN Assoclated Press Wnter it ; ST

a . ‘FlI’St lady Laura Bush sa1d Sunday that the U. S govemment is r1ght to eavesdrop on Amerrcans R

* with suspected ties to terrorists, but a top Senate Repubhcan Jomed a chorus of lawmakers who : o _V

E th1nk domestlc spymg is on shaky legal ground

3 "I th1nk the Amer1can people expect the Unlted States govemment and the pres1dent to do What
they can'to make sure there's s not an attack by forelgn terrorists," Mrs Bush sa1d Just before

B ,landlng here to begln a four-day stay in West Afr1ca

- Pres1dent Bush is concerned that med1a d1sclosure of the pro gram w111 cnpple Work to f011
. terrorists, she said. "I think he was worr1ed that it would underrnlne our efforts by alertlng
' -’terror1sts to What our ¢fforts are," Mrs. Bush' sa1d e : SR :

- Bush’s secret order gave the Natlonal Secur1ty Agency perrn1ss1on to llsten in on 1nternatlonal
- phone calls and peek at e- malls between Amer1cans and” suspected terror1sts s

o ‘Admlnlstratlon ofﬁc1als claim a congres51onal resolutlon passed after the attacks of Sept 11
2001 a resolution that authorized him to.use force in the ﬁght agalnst terronsm gave the ’

; ?pres1dent the authonty to order the pro gram. :

i thought they were Wrong," Sen Arlen Specter R Pa sa1d on ABC‘ "Thls Week "

, ',Specter is orie of several Repubhcans and Democrats Who are questlonlng the adm1n1stratlon S S
e author1ty to engage in domestic spying without court warrants. Attorney: General Alberto

L Gonzales has agreed to testlfy at hear1ngs next month before the Jud1c1ary Commlttee wh1ch
A Specter cha1rs = s S : o .

“"."',Commlttee members 1nclud1ng GOP Sen. Sam Brownback of Kansas have expressed doubt
“ about Bush’s legal argument for the program o ST S

e "We re not gomg to give h1m a blank check and Just because we're of the same party doesn
- mean we're not going to look at: this very closely, , Specter said.."And 1 moved 1mmed1ate1y

b when the matter was. dlsclosed to say that I would use: my. author1ty as chalrman of the Jud1c1ary A

Comm1ttee to have hearlngs and we re go1ng to pursue it."

"”; : E Speak1ng on CBS' "Face the Natlon " Sef. D1anne Fe1nste1n D Cahf sa1d she too does not th1nk-' : i
" Bush had the legal authority to order the program. She lamented the adm1n1stratlon $ declslon to.

- _bypass checks and balances prov1ded by the 1978 Forelgn Intelhgence Survelllance Act

. ‘Under the act the attorney general can authonze a warrantless w1retap for up to 72 hours But he
T must give the pres1d1ng Judge of an 11- member FISA court a head's up -and Just1fy the o




" ‘ survelllance later If the. attomey general fa11s to do s0, the court has d1scretlon to not1fy the ," 71: ”
target of the survelllance : LT - : . T

"If you're gomg to w1retap Amerlcans if you may w1retap whomever an Amerlcan mlght call 1f o
— 'you re going to put that 1nformatlon ina database and I said if; because we dont exactly know S
S What happened follow the law ‘and do it legally, Felnsteln sa1d ' e > :

: l On her second tr1p to Africa, Mrs Bush plans to- _]011’1 Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce n . L
L ‘,Monrov1a Liberia, on Monday to attend the 1nauguratlon of Pres1dent-elect Ellen J ohnson-
L S1rleaf the ﬁrst woman pres1dent on the cont1nent : = .

| '»“”"‘The centerplece of th1s trlp is women's empowerment w1th Ellen J ohnson-Slrleaf as an : o R
example a sh1n1ng example for all of us, for women around the world she sard R

RO Mrs Bush also is hlghllghtlng U S backed educatlon and HIV AIDS programs in Ghana and .
LT 'N1ger1a o »

Ina 12 m1nute exchange w1th reporters on the plane Mrs Bush rebuffed cr1t1c1sm that too. much-” '
i of U.S. ass1stance for battling AIDS in Africa is focused on abstinence “programs. She sa1d
o ‘abstinence, the use of condoms and bemg fa1thful to one s sexual partner are all 1mportant in-
L curb1ng the spread of d1sease ’ : :

Ve k'."I'm always a 11ttle b1t 1rr1tated when | hear the cr1t1c1sm of abstlnence because abst1nence 1s
. ‘ o absolutely 100 percent effectlve in erad1cat1ng a sexually transmltted d1sease she sa1d '

- : In countr1es where g1rls feel obllgated to comply w1th the w1shes of men glrls need to know that:. ) :
abstmence is. a chorce : : - . :

Ly "When girls are not empowered, when girls are Vulnerable the1r chances of bemg able to
o negotlate their sexual life with their partners and to encourage or make the1r partnets usea”
" condom are very low," she said. "So it's really important for all three to be part of a successful

~ eradication of AIDS, and that is .. . abstinence; be. fa1thful to your partner, vand,then use .Co,ndeS, S
- correctly and consistently." LT e R ORI SRS




j , BBC Mon1tor1ng Internat1onal Reports j :
- January 15, 2006 Sunday . LR Y :
' HEADLINE GHANA US FIRST LADY. ARRIVES IN ACCRA EN ROUTE TO LIBERIA

: Excerpt from report by Ghana1an GBC rad1o on 15 J anuary

- : .The US ﬁrst lady, Laura Bush, has amved in, Ghana en route to. L1ber1a for the. 1naugurat1on of : et
‘ Pres1dent elect Ellen Johnson S1rleaf :

. As part of her Afncan tr1p, she will also visit N1ger1a She 18 accompamed by one of her tw1n

- *daughters Barbara, who has an interest in the care of people living with HIV/AIDS. Also-on herv f

_entourage are the US under-secretary of state for African affa1rs Ambassador J enday1 Frazer
" and 13 senior ofﬁc1als [Passage om1tted] ' :

| Source Rad1o Ghana Accra in Enghsh 1800 gmt 15 J an 06

BBC Monltonng



| ; }The Assoc1ated Press’
© -~ January 15, 2006 Sunday s: 03 PM GMT

HEADLINE: Laura Bush begins four-day : swmg through West Afnca o

- ‘f.:‘ BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN Assoclated Press erter

' Flrst lady Laura Bush sa1d Sunday that the U S government is r1ght to eavesdrop on Amencans L

with suspected ties to terrorists, and that Président Bush worries that revelatlons about the

' - domestlc spy1ng program w1ll cr1pple efforts to f01l terror1sts

: "'I thmk the Amencan people expect the Un1ted States government and the pres1dent to do what
- they can to make sure there's not an attack by forelgn terrorists," Mrs ‘Bush_ saidjust b,efore
land1ng here to begm a four-day stay in West Afnca ' G S

P

"‘f"I thmk he was worr1ed that’ 1t would underm1ne our efforts by alertlng terronsts to What our '
efforts are,' " she sa1d B e e SR :

) : Mrs Bush planned to travel on Monday to- L1ber1a to- attend the 1naugurat10n of Pres1dent ele'”" i
' Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first woman president on the cont1nent She also is h1ghllght1ng U 3
v_;backed educatlon and HIV AIDS pro grams m Ghana and N1 gena , G

“.In a 12 minute exchange w1th reporters on the plane Mrs Bush rebuffed cntlclsm that too much T
~ of U S: assistance for battling AIDS in-Africa is focused on abstinence programs She said s

abstmence the use of condoms and being fa1thful to one s sexual partner are all 1mportant 1n o

o jcurbmg the spread of dlsease

. "I really have always been a little bit 1rr1tated by criticism of abst1nence because abstmence 1s
L absolutely, 100 percent effective in fighting a sexually transmittable disease;" she said. "Whe Vo
- girls are not émpowered, girls are vulnerable, and their chances of being able to negotlate the1r
. sexual 11fe w1th thelr partners and to make the1r partner chose a condom are very low

She said that in Afnca where one in three people have AIDS a sexually transm1tted d1sease 1t' o

» -ﬁ"1mportant to talk about abstmence

: "In many countnes where g1rls feel obhgated o comply w1th the w1shes of men; g1r1s need to
= know that abstmence is'a choice. It's really very, very 1mportant to have all three she sa1d

‘:'Mrs Bush also quelled speculatlon that Vlce Pres1dent chk Cheney, who has suffered heart
. attacksin the past but not as vice pres1dent would step down before the énd of Bush's term
’ 'Cheney recently used acane because ofa foot allment

- “I thmk Vlce Pre51dent Cheney $in great health and he s d01ng great," Mrs Bush sa1d "Yes I'
“sure the president would not like for him to step down obv1ously The v1ce pres1dent has been an ‘
~, excellent v1ce pres1dent He s'solid asa rock " " ' o ’

‘LOA‘;’D._-DATE: ,Janua'ryl6, 2006‘_ S




" The Bradenton Herald ( Flonda)/Assocrated Press/Mramr Herald
- “Jahuary 15, 2006 Sunday : ‘ o
HEADLINE: Florida kids on the way to- L1ber1a
‘ BYLINE ASSOCIATED PRESS :

"_’(AP) - L1ber1an pres1dent elect Ellen J ohnson—Srrleaf has been called the "Iron Lady,"_ someone, e
‘who fearlessly challenged the most powerful L1ber1an Warlord : '

g TWO Florrda ch11dren have another name for her Grandma

. ‘J amell S1r1eaf 9 and Amina S1rleaf 7, will be part of a group of d1gn1tanes in L1bena on"
i Monday for the sweanng in of the1r grandmother Africa's ﬁrst female head of govemment

" The tW0 W1ll be at the ceremony in Monrov1a L1ber1a s cap1tal Jommg d1gn1tar1es such as ﬁrst

. } lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce _

The ch1ldren erl be accompamed by their mother Helen J oseph who ﬂed from L1ber1a at the

~‘age of‘about 13. The children's father is James Sirleaf; J ohnson Sirleaf's son. Joseph and. Srrleaf e L

are d1vorced but the1r grandmother remams close
And grandma Well she Wanted J amell and Amrna at the h1stor1c event

"'Ellen called me and 1ns1sted that T take the chlldren " Helen Joseph told the Orlando Sentmel

' Desplte her memories of war-torn L1ber1a a country of curfeWS and shootlngs J oseph agreed PREEN
She said until now she has been afraid to take the chlldren to v1s1t the country Where she Was SR

bom

o L1ber1a Was founded by freed Amencan slaves n 1847 The country has been tom by bloody R
- coups and war since 1980. Around 200 000 people have died in the ﬁghtlng, and millions have 'j\f'

. been dlsplaced

o 'The pres1dent-elect will take overaa War-scarred natlon Where a stunmng 80 percent of the e

s working- age populatlon is jobless.

The Harvard~educated economlst isa former L1ber1an ﬁnance minister. She has also served W1th
o the World Bank and the Umted Natlons She won the presrdency ina November runoff electron




~ Pensacola News Journal (Florida) <~~~ =
- -January-15, 2006 Sunday U ) T
'HEADLINE: Peace replaces strife in natlon of L1ber1a S
~ BYLINE: Kate Peabody

Kate Peabody is the health reporter for the News J ournal She isa nat1ve of L1ber1a

5 tL1ber1ans in Pensacola and across the Unrted States wrll have lots fo celebrate on: Monday After“-,'

nearly two decades of civil stnfe it seems Liberia, my homeland once fraught w1th unendrng
: problems is on the verge of atta1n1ng lasting peace S s .

. Tt will also mark a day of h1stor1c proportlons when Afnca s oldest repubhc founded by freed
- Amierican slaves in the 1800s; w1ll inaugurate its ﬁrst ‘woman pres1dent ==the ﬁrst ever on the
contment ' ' :

Us. Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce and ﬁrst lady Laura Bush are: among the forelgn _v |
dignitaries who wrll attend the ceremon1es for pre51dent elect Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf in Monrov1a
,.the caprtal TP e BT : o R

. Much to be grateful for o

On Nov 23 the Harvard educated J ohnson S1rleaf and her Unlty Party won nearly 60 percent of

the vote ina runoff elect1on agamst mrlllonalre soccer player George Weah's 40. percent - i

- As our embattled natron struggles to gam its footlng, we have lots: to be grateful for given our -
o horrrﬁc past which began with the violent m111tary overthrow of Presrdent Wllham R Tolbert 1n
. 1980 and later sprraled 1nto 14 years ofa senseless c1v1l war. :

< . . In one fell: swoop‘, a vrolent ‘cOup had'shatteredOur 11-Ves and -changed Liberia 'foreVer e

“For me it began on that dreadful momlng of Aprrl 12, 1980 when I was awaken to
, pandemonlum in the hallways of my college dorm at Cuttington Unrversrty, nearly 120 mlles

~away from Monrov1a It-was evident from the rape of a female student’ the nlght before that gun- -

toting: soldiers: swarmlng our. campus had.not come to protect us.

. "',"Suddenly, my serene and tranqurl world seemed hght years away

~ Clearly, the soberrng news of the coup, led by 28 year-old Master Sgt. Samuel K Do S .as-’a
+~ rude awakening for many Liberians. We never imagined such violence was ever poss1ble onour

. shores.'But little d1d we know that this, too would be the emergence of a long and horrlﬁc L

: ‘nlghtmare -

' Our worst fears were yet to.come. Doe wasted httle t1me executmg former government ofﬁclals
o And anyone who dared oppose h1m thereafter felt h1s wrath He ruled w1th 1mpun1ty :

S Leav1ng L1ber1a

29
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- J ust one month after the upheaval n May 1980 at 21, w1th m1xed emotlons I left L1ber1a (I

attend college at Southern Un1vers1ty in Baton Rouge La.

"I felt gullty leav1ng my famlly to face an uncerta1n future -- Worr1ed part1cularly about my '

. ,_father s fate, My father, Alfred Kollie, a deputy. minister for the M1n1stry of Local Government, -
' 'was among the few ofﬁcrals from the Tolbert government to réluctantly retain his post But we

-‘ L 'breathed a s1gh of re11ef when he deﬂly planned his resrgnatron and d1d so two years later

Doe s ruthlessness was no match for h1s oppos1t10n or. anyone Who crossed h1m Andso after

" nine years of his’ brutal rule, when rumor spread that Charles Taylor a former official i in h1s
‘government, was returnrng home to redeem the country. from its misery; many L1ber1ans

reJorced Taylor had left the country some years earller after falllng out of grace W1th Doe and

' tmovrng to the United States A

But the‘lrjoy was S'hOI'-t¥llVed.

On Chrlstmas Eve in 1989 while v1s1t1ng my parents for the ﬁrst t1me in years we learned that

Taylor.and a group of men had clandestinely entered the country Sensing trouble, my father

© urgently pressed me to return to. America. It would be another six moriths before I Would agam )
. communicate with my family. Indeed, Taylor's arrival had set in motron not only the subsequent

assassmat10n of Doe but also the violent and senseless 14- year War o

Even Doe s death in September 1990 did nothlng to stem the v1olence Taylor cont1nued to battle “

- soldiers.loyal to Doe and other rebel groups as well before: he ﬁnally emerged on top, w1nn1ng as =T

lopsrded electron in 1997

- Prospect for change “‘

: The Un1ted Natlons estlmates that close to 250,000 L1ber1ans were kllled in the war and

: countless others d1splaced some 11v1ng as refugees in nelghborrng countr1es -- my father

o _mcluded

In 2003 after bendmg to pressures from Pres1dent George W Bush and other Afncan leaders
- Taylor was forced to leave Liberia and now. l1ves in ex1le in N1ger1a T -

. »Desplte our v1olent past and a long road to recovery, I cont1nue to be a hopeless opt1m1st

_f"‘Not only am 1 overjoyed at the prospects of change for the better in the country, Iam espec1ally L
~._proud of my. 73<year-old dad, who together with a couple of his fnends had sown the seeds of the; '

Back in August 1984 when the party founder the late Edward Kessely, and a group of men w1th S

Umty Party, now. headed by J ohnson Srrleaf

. similar ideas gathered for the first of several meetings in my dad's living room, little did. they

‘ . AR

know that they too would be a tmy part of the momentous events set to take place Monday

S 30



| 'My dad also served as. the first chalrman of the party And as he prepares to- return home after
nearly a decade as arefugee in Ghana, I'm encouraged that as1de from the tremendous loss of

It's a day that I anxionsly a'_wait'..” :

" lives, one of the greatest tragedles of the war is coming to an end Countless families like-ours;
.. separated by this conflict, can new look forwatd to some long ov_erdue reunrons ‘athome.. - "~



SUNDAY TASMANIAN

January 15, 2006 Sunday

. HEADLINE Boss's wife backs Condi b1d

‘. ANﬂERICA will soon have a woman pres1dent F1rst Lady Laura Bush sa1d yesterday, and She r;,_‘.» S
hopes it wrll be Condoleezza Rice (and presumably not Hlllary Cllnton) “ R

- "I think it w1ll happen probably in the next few terms of the pres1dency in the Umted States said‘ '
Mrs: Bush: Rice has already said she doesn't want to replace Pres1dent Bush in the Oval Ofﬁce
but Mrs Bush sa1d "I d love to see her run.. She s temﬁc i : S :

. ‘_"In arare 1nterv1ew Mrs Bush talked about her upcommg tr1p to Afrrca w1th daughter Barbara
o Bush and Rice. The women are attending the 1naugurat10n of L1ber1an Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson
- the first woman head of state in Afnca : ~










o .;'BYLINE Scott StearnS

“Voice of Amierica
- January 16,2006 .- - FERE St S LU T T e T
" ‘HEADLINE: Laura Bush Arnves in Afrlca L (A

US. first lady Laura Bush i is i Afnca at the start of a four day tour that 1nc1udes th .

‘ 1naugurat1on of the contment's ﬁrst female head of state L1ber1an Pres1dent elect Ell
.Slrleaf L ' e S

™

Tradltlonal Ghanalan drummers welcomed Mrs Bush to Accra She. w111 meet w1th Ghana1an

- .-President John Kufour durinig this visit, and. announce a partnership between six Amencan

" universities and-six Afncan nat1ons to develop 1nd1v1dua1 kmdergarten through e1ghth grade . -f -
: currlculums : S i

' She w111 also V1s1t N1ger1a to meet w1th Pres1dent Olusegun ObasanJo arid speak about
- HIV/AIDS preventlon at a hospital in the capital, Abuja. But the centerpiece of this tr1p i§ -

~ Monday's inauguration of Liberian Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as Africa's first female head of state. , ‘
Speaking to reporters en route to Afnca Mrs. Bush sa1d the L1ber1an pres1dent elect 1sa shmmg e '

example of women' s empowerment

. The ﬁrst lady is 1ead1ng a delegatlon that 1ncludes her daughter Barbara and Secretary of State |

~ -~ Condoleezza Rice. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Jendayi - Frazer says t the "

- ““Which went to pay for United Nations peacekeepers Italso 1ncluded $60 m1111on to tra1n

rstrength of the delegatlon shows Pres1dent Bush's commltment to L1ber1a and women s: r1ghts

"Pres1dent Bush is sending th1s h1gh level delegat1on to underscore the 1mportance of L1ber1a s ST
‘transition from war to peace, and towards a democratic consolldatlon for the L1ber1an people the :;;:‘_j S

continent of Africa and the world at large," said Frazer. "The election of Afnca S ﬁrst female

, pres1dent is an msplratlon for young glrls and women across the cont1nent " _
i The Bush admmlstratlon last year contrlbuted more than $84O million to L1ber1a the bulk of el
1ber1an~'".1 R

: pohce and $90 mllllon to help returnmg refugees i_ o

‘Mrs. Bush sa1d one of the blggest problems facmg Liberia is massive unemployment
‘There is also the question of former rebel‘leadéer and head- of-state Charles Taylor, who'i is E
_ currently living in exile in N1ger1a Taylor started the war that ultimately toppled former m1l1tary R
ruler Samuel Doe. Taylor is now wanted by a war crimes tribunal for his alleged support for e

: human nghts abuses in the ClVll war in ne1ghbor1ng S1erra Leone o

Ass1stant Secretary of State Frazer says the Bush adm1n1strat1on stlll wants Taylor held
accountable for his actlons : :

: .»~"Clearly, the Unlted States contmues to seek Charles Taylor havmg to answer to be accountable
- {or the atrocities he carried cut in S1erra Leone, where he is indicted by the Siefra Leone spec1al
.. court, and throughout the Mano Rlver states " sald Frazer "He was one of the maJ or sources of

: mstab111ty in the reglon R =




Durmg a V131t to Washmgton after her electlon Mrs J ohnson S1r1eaf asked Secretary of State

_Rice ‘about Taylor. Frazer says the secretary told the pre31dent elect that Washlngton W111 SRR
-~ continue to pursue the matter, and was encduraged by Ni gerian President Obasanjo's statement to e L

. - the U.N. General Assembly that the former L1ber1an leader should be turned over to the spe01a1
,court ’ , , , ‘

4, “Stearns report Download 368k <la
 Listento Steams report<k




- ‘ Agence France Presse -- Engllsh
January 16, 2006 ' ' ' ' A
» HEADLINE S1rleaf becomes L1ber1a s sworn in pres1dent

L1ber1a $ new Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf took the oath of ofﬁce Monday, becom1ng Afr1ca S,
first elected woman head of state. ' = : e . : :

"L Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf do solemnly swear to protect, defend and uphold the const1tutlon of the o
Republic of Liberia and will conscierntiously, faithfully and impartially d1scharge my dut1es to L
A the best of my ab1llty, so help me God," she said, her hand on the Bible. : IR
' She Was sworn in by the country s supreme court ch1ef Just1ce Henry Reed Cooper at a Monrov1a-; S
c ceremony attended by thousands of people from around the west Afr1can country devastated by e
14 years of successive c1v1l wars. S , ot

. Before S1rleaf took the oath inthe grounds of the parl1ament bu1ld1ng, the 64 members of
parl1ament elected last October Were sworn in w1th the 30 senators in the upper house

Semor ﬁgures from across Afr1ca and further aﬁeld attended the 1naugurat1on among them
Un1ted States First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce

—




, “.Agence France Presse -- Enghsh L S5 R
5 January 16,2006 Monday 10:26 AM GMT T T S
HEADLINE Thousands attend 1naugurat1on of new L1ber1an pres1dent

s ~Thousands of people began ﬁhng mto the grounds of L1ber1a s parhament bu1ld1ng Monday for

£ the inauguration of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as Africa's first female elected head of state hopeful of

- . anewera of peace and democracy after years of war and tyranny

: -Among the ﬁrst hours before the ceremony, were: a group of Afncan trad1t10nal dancers grounds |
e ,blowmg horns and beatmg drums in 11ne w1th local trad1t1on of alert1ng the populat1on of a

_pendmg great event

: Makesh1ft marquees made from bamboo st1cks were festooned with balloons and nbbons 1n the T
o nat1onal colours of blue, red and white, whlle the trunks of mango and avocado trees 1n the

o grounds were pa1nted Whlte

= Semor ﬁgures from 4 across Afnca and further afield were also due to attend’ the inauguratlon
' among them United States F1rst Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of. State Condoleezza R1ce

"Pres1dents Thabo Mbek1 of South Africa, Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal J ohn Kufuor of Ghana

-,Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone's Ahmad TeJ an Kabbah were also expected as ’_ "

. »was Chlnese Fore1gn M1n1ster Li Zhaoxmg, who 1s on a tour of west Afr1ca

‘ J ohnson S1r1eaf 67 a veteran poht1c1an and 1nternat1ona1 c1v11 servant won a second round‘f“, a e

runoff elect1on against football hero George Weah on November 8. Her ¢ swearmg in ceremony 1s S

v scheduled for 1100 GMT

- -She faces the mammoth task of rebu11d1ng orie of the world's most falled states one rumed by
» civil wars that raged from the 1989 rebellion 1aunched by: Charles Taylor unt11 2003 ‘when e
Taylor by then the elected pres1dent stepped down and went into ex1le as’ part of a UN brokered'
-'peace process : : . : s

- A‘quar‘ter"of a m1-llion people"Were killed 1n the conﬂicts.

‘ -~ On: the eve of her 1naugurat10n S1rleaf vowed to restore hope to her country s people half of
- whom have known nothmg but war, : Vo . e

"We w1ll make our chlldren smlle again, we w111 g1ve them back thelr youth and the1r future We_’ ' ?',"‘: . S

. w1ll make like,-and be proud of Liberia," she- sa1d

‘There are more than 15,000 Unlted Nat1ons peacekeepmg troops statloned in the country and the'{;".f
o UN m1s51on stepped up secur1ty along maln roads and at the alrport servmg Monrov1a ahead of
.Monday s. ceremony : : : o ‘

. "A US warshlp has been statloned off the west Afncan country s coast. and key roads 1nlthe capltal



’ ‘ were clOsed to .pubhc Vehrcles.v ‘

) -"We re really, really excited to be at such a h1stonc 1nauguratron " Laura Bush’ told reporters
Sunday whrle travellrng to Monrovra R

’S1rleaf "ran ona platform of reconcrlratron and reconstruct1on and 1t's going to take the help of al

. lot of countries, including the United States, ‘which has a special relat1onsh1p w1th L1ber1a for her
: "Q‘and the people of L1ber1a to be able to do the reconstruct1on they need she sa1d ’

e *Bush said she v was bnngrng "the commrtment from the United States government to stand w1th S
o her to stand w1th the people of L1ber1a as: they reburld the1r country ' L g

A" ,vThe centerp1ece really, of th1s trip is Women s empowerment ‘with Ellen Johnson S1rleaf asa’ - ,
“.shining example for all of us, for Women around the world not Just women on. her contrnent e S L
~she added ' : S : S . L

“Rice told reporters the inauguration was " excrtmg for the cont1nent" and a s1gn of the progress ‘ B o
vL1ber1a has. made smce the lawless days of Charles Taylor R : ' s

SR . "I think it would have been hard to imagine that we would have had free and fa1r elect1ons thrs '_ '
sl 'fall and now be 1naugurat1ng this woman as pres1dent Rice sa1d - '

"The Liberian people are trying to look forward and I thmk we owe it to them to look forward

e "It's go1ng to be a hopeful day . The L1ber1an people certarnly deserve a hopeful day;" she sa1d;.'
‘ and not backward "




HEADLINE: First lady travels to Africa, attends h1stor1c 1nauguratlon
BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN Associated Press Writer

1Assoc1ated Press Worldstream

January 16, 2006 Monday 2: 22 PM GMT ’ SN

F1rst lady Laura Bush smiled broadly and applauded the h1stor1c swear1ng 1n on Monday of

‘Liberia's new leader, the first woman ever elected pres1dent in Africa, who exclalmed that the " b

future belongs to ‘women "because we have taken charge of it"

' On her second trip to Afrrca Mrs. ‘Bush Jomed US. Secretary of State’ Condoleezza R1ce 1n. s

L1ber1a 's capital at the inauguration of new President Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf; a Harvard-educated - o

“economist who pledged to restore peace after a'14- year civil war 1n this nation founded by freed L
' Amerlcan slaves. A ~ ‘ o

] think 1t's really 1mportant worldwrde " Mrs Bush sa1d about Slrleaf’s 1nauguratlon e thmk 1t's’ ' _i -
~particularly important on the continent of Africa, because tradltlonally women- have been

o excluded in many Afncan cultirres not all of them but in many "

M. Bush was the formal head of the U S. delegatlon but 1t was Rlce who was greeted w1th

hoots of approval by the crowd during 1ntroductlons

- Slrleafs v1ctory ina'run- off electron in November ralsed hope that L1ber1a would move past a.

 war that devastated the West African country. The 67- -year-old grandmother has vowed to.end - 1
 the period of corrupt- -male-dominated rule in L1ber1a still reehng from a brutal 1989 to. 2003 S
S c1v1l war that left some 200,000 dead ‘ : SRR : A

. Former L1ber1an Presrdent Charles Taylor was 1nd1cted by the U. S for war. crimes and forced K
- _from power in 2003 dur1ng rebel war, pav1ng the way for U N. peacekeeper to help restore order. =

B “Charles Taylor is out'of L1ber1a Rice told reporters ona ﬂlght to Monrovra "He is through

o rap1ng and plllaglng thls country, and the L1ber1an people are try1ng to’ look forward LA

‘_Mrs Bush and her 24 year-old daughter Barbara who recently worked on AIDS 1n a ped1atr1c '
f‘hospltal in South Africa; spent Sunday nlght in Accra Ghana at the home of the U S
~-ambassador. : , 2 , :

g




, Assoc1ated Press Worldstream o

- January 16, 2006 . AT R S ST b T

- HEADLINE: Liberia's S1rleaf sworn-in as ﬁrst elected female pres1dent m Afnca o
BYLINE By HANS NICHOLS Assoc1ated Press Wnter e L

.+ EllenJ ohnson S1rleaf was sworn'in Monday as war-battered L1ber1a s new pres1dent maklng R
_ history as: Africa's first elected female head-of state and pledgmg a "fundamental break" w1th the 4?, o
. West Afncan nation's vrolent past. - : : , L — G

R "We know that your vote was a vote for change avote for peace secunty andwe have heard .
- ‘f\you loudly, S1rleaf told L1ber1ans inan 1naugural speech : s T

' "We recogmze th1s change is not a change for change s sake but a fundamental break w1th the s
past therefore requiring that we take bold and: dec1s1ve steps ‘to address the problems that have e
for decades stunted our progress she said. : o

e S1rleaf takes charge of a rumed nat1on strugglmg for peace after a quarter-century of coups and

" war, Speakmg for the first time as pres1dent she also promised to stamp out. corrupt1on to seclire. e
- the trust of skept1cal forelgn donors whose a1d is desperately needed to reburld

' _In a statement U N Secretary-General Koﬁ Annan congratulated Slrleaf say1ng she had a

. "h1storrc mandate to. lead the natlon toward a future of: last1ng peace and stab111ty

" the Repubhc of L1ber1a to the best of my ab1llt1es S0 help me God "

Standmg in. front ofa L1ber1an ﬂag w1th her left hand ona Blble S1rleaf pledged to "fa1thfu11y, i -
i conscrentrously and impartially discharge the duties and functions of the ofﬁce of presrdent of

L The ceremony was attended by thousands of L1ber1ans and scores of forelgn d1gn1tar1es | |
o v1nc1ud1ng N1ger1an Pres1dent Olusegun Obasanjo and South Afnca s Thabo Mbek1

- :"Two U, S. Navy warsh1ps were v1s1ble offshore for the ﬁrst t1me since the war ended ini 2003 a EEE

7. rare show of support.also meant to protect two h1gh-proﬁle Amencan guests ﬁrst lady Laura S
'Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce " » gt

Secunty was tlght with armed U N peacekeepers surveylng the scene w1th b1noculars from atop T
“surrounding bulldmgs The U.N. redeployed 500 peacekeepers prev1ous1y stat1oned outsrde the BTSN

'cap1ta1 to strate g1c po1nts 1n Monrov1a and the 1nternatlona1 a1rport

. -Sirleaf w1ll serve a‘six- year term as head of Afrrca s oldest republlc founded by freed Amencan e O
o slaves in 1847. The country has known little but war, however, since a ‘rebel groupled by
S Charles Taylor plunged the country 1nto chaos 1nvad1ng from nelghbonng Ivory Coast in 1989

s Taylor became presrdent in 1997 but, stepped down and was ‘exiled to: ngena as part of the 2003 ;,':, S
.. peace deal brokered as rebels pressed on the’ capltal He is now wanted on wiar crimes charges by S

- a U N backed war cnmes court in Slerra Leone for h1s role in back1ng a brutal rebel group




» dur1ng that countrys l99l -2002. crvrl war. -

‘Ona ﬂrght to Monrovra early Monday, che told reporters Taylor "is through rap1ng and
, Nprllagmg th1s country, and the L1ber1an people are trymg to look forward "

N1ger1a has refused to hand Taylor over to the court and Srrleaf has said only that she would
consult with regional leaders regarding Taylor s future. Rice said she's conﬁdent Srrleaf wrll
: ,work to hand Taylor over to the Sierra Leone court : : -

o '_chh - dramonds iron ore and trmber Lrberra was relat1vely prosperous and peaceful untrl a.

1980 coup saw 1111terate Master S gt. Samuel Doe serze power and order Cabrnet mrnrsters t1ed to !
*apoles n therr underwear and executed ' - Gl

: Harvard educated Srrleaf was ﬁnance mrnrster at the t1me but was spared she told The O o
',Assocrated Press In a recent interview, "by the grace of God " < ' e

,‘Twrce 1mprlsoned in the l980s by Doe s Junta Srrleaf ﬂed 1nto exrle
When Taylor launched a rebel irivasion in 1989 Sirleaf brreﬂy supported hrm amove that strll ‘
draws criticism today. The war saw children as young as. lO take up arms. Frghtmg uprooted half

the country s 3 mrllron people and krlled 200 OOO

A truce paved the way for presrdentral electrons n 1997 that Srrleaf lost to Taylor The brazen

B _brd eamed her the nrckname "Iron Lady v

o ,unemployment is an astoundmg 80 percent

After another rebel war forced Taylor from power in 2003 Srrleaf ran for presrdent agarn thrs 5

time wmnrng a heated November run-off buoyed by-a resume that included seniorjobs.at: -

Citibank, the U.N. and the World Bank. Her soccer star rrval George Weah was backed by ex-A SR
“rebel leaders and many ex- combatants EE AR : 2

o Srrleaf 1nher1ts a natron in tatters The caprtal has no runnrng water or electr1c1ty, and el

Reﬂectrng how slowly economrc ‘wheels are turmng, the annual budget isa mere US$80 mrllron
‘_Annual donor ard 1s three and-a- -half trmes that. - : o S

‘ Srrleaf says her top prrorrtres mclude stampmg out corruptron getting electrrcrty in the caprtal

o and assuring a future for 100,000 ex- combatants who lard down arms last year many of whom | ‘

- are prowlmg the streets, unemployed
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. ’HEADLINE R1ce Agaln Rules Out 2008 Whlte House Run a

. Not even a vote of conﬁdence from Laura Bush can change Secretary of State Condoleezza
-‘R1ce s m1nd about runnlng for pres1dent in 2008 ' : S

.' »Before 1eav1ng for Afnca the ﬁrst lady pred1cted the Umted States soon would have a female
‘ »pres1dent a Repubhcan and maybe even Rice: I

_': "I th1nk 1t w111 happen for sure; Mrs Bush sa1d Frlday about a woman in the Oval Ofﬁce

= In the year s1nce becom1ng secretary of state Rice has repeatedly d1sm1ssed the notlon of '
X 'runnmg for the Repubhcan nom1nat10n to succeed her current boss Pres1dent Bush

Asked about the first. lady s comments Sunday, Rlce laughed and good naturedly answered the o
‘frecurrlng question about her prospects for pres1dent in 2008 No dlce she sa1d for the umpteenth i
"Obv1ous1y, 1t's flattermg When people say thmgs 11ke that The first lady 1s not only a temﬁc i
- person, she's my friend. And I ‘was honored that she sa1d that of:c course She sa wonderful FE

,person Rlcesald : S SO W dot
f "But I've spoken to th1s 1 know what I'm good at I know what I want to do ' nd that's not 1t LR : _ -
- How about v1ce pres1dent‘7

"The’ two are the same she sa1d w1th a grln and a shake of her head

"Durlng her ﬂlght Sunday, Mrs Bush was asked whether she'd heard from R1ce after her remark ».-“:' o

. V"I'm probably going to have to take over her correspondenee department when she gets all the AR
-_'_letters U Mrs Bush Joked ' : : : o
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Sent: 'Monday, January 16 2006 11 45 AM

To " Brittain Intern, Laura L.; DL-WHO- F|rstLady, Helnemann lntern Katherlne G \loo Intern Mee Y :’."-E.f“"
L Knlght Intern, KelseyM Lewis Intern, CarollneE ‘Parilo Intern, M|chelIeM ' i

R »Subject AP- Laura Bush Attends leerlan Inauguratlon 1/16/2006

Laura Bush Attends leerlan Inauguratlon

" By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press Writer: 34 minutes ago, . o : S S
First Iady Laura Bush smiled. broadly and applauded the hlstorlc swear|ng in-on Monday of leerla s new Ieader o
the first woman ever elected presldent in Africa, who exclaimed that the future belongs to women "because we oo
have taken charge of it." '

. On her second trip to Africa, Mrs. Bush joined Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce in leerla S capltal at the
'lnauguratlon of Presldent elect Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated economlst who pledged to:restore
' peace after.a 14-year civil war in this. nation founded by freed American'slaves. = - .
. "I'think it's really important worldwide," Mrs. Bush said about S|rleaf‘s |nauguratlon ‘which falls on. the day L
' \Amerlcans honor civil rights icon, the Rev.-Martin Luther Klng dr. "l think'it's partlcularly |mportant on:the contlnent e
- of Afrlca because tradltlonally women have been excluded in many Afrlcan cultures — not all of them but in
many:* - : / . .

" Mrs. Bush was the formal’ head of the U.S. delegatlon but |t was Rlce who was greeted W|th hoots:of approval by

- “the crowd durlng introductions - :
The outdoor ceremony, held 6n a muggy overcast day, was |nformal by u. S standards The platform was slmply

~ decorated with red, white and blue bunting and balloons: Members of the local medla shouted at d|plomats on

‘ stage to move. out their camera shots.
The new presidenit sa|d leerlans who voted for her were castlng a ballot for natlonal heallng leadershlp and
\ freedom ,
"We Know that your vote was a vote of change a vote of peace securlty and stablllty We have heard, }ou' loudly,“
‘Sirleaf said-in her speech, which both Mrs. Bush and Rice attended. . o
- Sirleaf’s victory in a run-off election in November raiseéd hope that leerla would move past awar that devastated E
the West African country. The 67-year-old grandmother has vowed to end the period of: corrupt male domlnatd
. rule'in Liberia, still reeling from a brutal 1989 to 2003 civil war that- left some 200,000 dead. - - :
© "The United States has already invested a lot of money over the last two years through the electlon perrod ! Mrs =
Bush sald Sundayjust before landing in Ghana. "We have a commitrient for the year 2006, as well to- help them - -
in their: reconstruction as they start to try to have electrIC|ty agaln and potable water and all the thlngs that are’so -
crucial for basic survival in Liberia." :
Mrs. Bush and her.24-year-old daughter Barbara, who' recently worked on AIDSin a pedlatrlc hospltal in South
Africa, spent Sunday night i in Accra, Ghana, at the home of the U.S. ambassador They were: up before dawn
Monday to fly to Monrovia, named after. President Monroe. t ¢
" On her. more than“hour- -long drive to the capital, Mrs. Bush's: motorcade passed checkpomts mann d’ by U N DR
'peacekeeplng soldiers and she- got a close-up:look at the pervaslve poverty in. leerla A few residents waved, butl" o
most looked on curiously at.the motorcade from thatched huts, some wnth roofs covered w1th plastlc held down by ..
“rocks, - ' -
V‘Mrs Bush Ianded at Roberts lnternatlonal Alrport wh|ch U S. Marlnes controlled in August 2003: to facrlltate the
flow of humanitarian-aid-into the country and stop the flow of arms to former Liberia President: Charles Taylor e
o Taylor fled into eX|le that month _paving the way. fora transntlonal government that'is handlng over power to
. Sirleaf.: R
"'Charles Taylor is out of leena " Rlce told reporters onha fllght to Monrovra "He lS through rap|ng and plllaglng S
this country, ‘and the' leerlan people are trying to look:forward." - v
e : Taylor isin ex1le in ngerla but is wanted on war-cnmes charges ln Slerra Leone where he supported-a brutal
,‘rebel group durlng that country's 1991-2002 civil war: ngerla says it won't hand Taylor overtoa U:N: backed
' tribunal-unless a democratically elected Liberian leader makes such a request. Rice said. she's confi dent'that -~ - ..
'ﬂSrrleaf wull work to brlng Taylor to Justlce and that he ultlmately WI|| end up before the spec1al court in Slerra S

1/17/2006




:Leone. T : ‘ : -
"This: will happen Rlce said. "It's what the |nternat|ona| communlty wants The |nternat|onal communrty wants .
Justrce I'think the L|ber|an leadership wants justice." : T
Sirleaf defeated George Weah, a soccer star who f|rst cIa|med that the electron was fraudulent but then
conceded defeat after international election observers deemed the’ presrdentlal elections, largely clean e s
Mrs. Bush's motorcade passed lingering reminders of the eIectron — a billboard that sald "Vote George Weah v
faded blue campalgn posters for Sirleaf and a banner: hung over a street that sa|d “Let's Jorn hands in- ' '

. development. No more guns. No more violence."
Liberia faces great chaIlenges poverty at 85 percent and |IIrteracy at 80 percent as weIl as hrgh unemployment
serious heaIth problems, poor public services and weak public. institutions.

"She ran on a platform. of reconciliation and reconstruction, and it's going to take the heIp of a Iot of countrres

‘ including the United States, which has a special relatronshrp w1th L|ber|a for hér and the peopIe of leerla to be |

able to do'the reconstruction they need," Mrs. Bush said.
. Congress approprrated more than $840 million last year to- heIp reconstruct L|ber|a Of that more than $520

= million has gone to:support'a U.N. peacekeeplng mission.

“The United States currently is working on quick-impact: programs to heIp reburld courthouses hlgh schooIs and
hosprtaIs and provide skills training to youth and ex- combatants The U S government aIso rs helprng f|nance
‘efforts to reburld Liberia's army : : :

1/1712006 -
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o To: R McBride, Anita-B.; Brakebill, Elizabeth B.; McClellan, Scott Duffy, TrentD Daws MlcheIeA
e DT Ny E . Perino, Dana M,; Bartlett Dan: Coopet,; CoIbyJ Wallace, Nicolle S
" ‘Subject: o Reuters US flrst lady |rked by cr|t|C|sm of Bush AIDS plan R

: _I am forwardlng this to you per Susan

| Reuters B
US first lady rrked by cr|t|C|sm of Bush AIDS pIan January 15 2006 By Patncra W|Ison

f‘- u.s. f|rst lady Laura Bush opened a four-day trip: to West Afrlca on Sunday fuII of pra|se for the cont|nent s
first eIected woman pres|dent but rrrrtated by cr|t|C|sm of promotlng abst|nence to heIp combat AIDS ‘

' '"She serves as: a very |mportant role model for. I|tt|e g|rIs on’ the cont|nent as weII around the worId L Bush
said. of L|ber|a s Ellen Johnson S|rIeaf whose |naugurat|on she erI attend on Monday "A sh|n|ng example
for aII of us T : T 5 - s )

: _Johnson S|rleaf defeated soccer mllhonalre George Weah ina November 8. pres|dent|aI runo fand has
pIedged to heal the wounds ofa bIoody 14 year CIVI| war that ended in 2003 but Ieft L|ber|a |n ruuns and
‘,kl”ed 250, 000 peopIe o . - L

L Bush urged L|ber|a s pre5|dent eIect to reach out to young peopIe who d|d not support her ’j{
- "One problem in leerla is there s so many unemponed young peopIe and the young people were i

verwhelmlngly for George Weah, the soccer player-... even though Mrs Johnson Slrleaf won by 59 percentr )
he vote, she told reporters en route to Accra : : , , ,

}Bush sa|d she brought * 'the commltment of the Unlted States government to stand W|th’f 'ber|a,.'and the
peopIe of L|ber|a as they rebU|Id their country : , L

" 'Asenior U.S.. off|C|aI sa|d Washlngton had commltted $1 b|II|on to Monrov1a between 2004 and 2006 most

: f_'_,ofrtfor peacekeep|ng SR e :-v L ot B

" The rest of Bush S tr|p, to Ghana and N|ger|a erI focus on educatlon and the HIV/AIDS pandemr
- the: Un|ted Nations’ estimates lnfects more than 30 m|II|on peopIe in Afr|ca The dlsease has k|IIed at“Ieast
20 mllllon worIdW|de ' : , : . . : S

vPresudent George W. Bush has proposed a $15 bl||l0n emergency plan to heIp stem its spread in Afr|ca and e
the Caribbean, but critics have complained the program Ieans too heavrIy on the promotlon of abstlnence Lo
' and fa|Is to pIace enough emphasis on condoms. "’ SO Co : d

_ "I th|nk |t s a very fair d|V|de Laura Bush sa|d "The whoIe plan aI| ‘along has been Uganda S: pIan wh|ch |s ;
the ABC -= abstrnence, be fa|thfuI and the correct and con5|stent use of condoms s S

::'Uganda has brought |ts AIDS |nfect|on rate down from 30 percent in-the 19905 to about 6 percent now.
Ina part of the world where one in three peopIe had a sexually transmltted deadly d|sease and ins
~ countries "where girls feel obligated to comply with the wrshes of men, o WOmen needed to know that

abstlnence was a chorce, Bush said.

ut when g|rIs are not empowered when g|rIs are: vuInerabIe thelr chances of be|ng abIe to’ negotlate
ir sexual: Ilfe ‘With their partners and to encourage or make the|r partners use'a- condo a're very Iow

o Opponents contend that money under the Bush program |s often S|phoned off to fa|th based groups that



preach abstmence but supporters say in. Afrlca promotlng the use of condoms has falled to haIt the e
dlsease o : R '

y always a. I|ttle b|t |rr|tated when I hear the cr|t|c:sm of abstlnence because abst|nence |s absolutely
percent effectlve in eradlcatlng a sexuaIIy transmltted disease," Bush sa|d S o
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" SHOW: AMERICAN MORNING 7 00 AM EST |

HEADLINE: Inauguratlon Under Way for Lrberra S New Presrdent Pakrstan Protests Alrstrlke ', -

That Krlled 18 C1v111ans

o "_iHIGHLIGHT L1ber1a s nery-elected presrdent Ellen I ohnson—Srrleaf is’ the ﬁrst Woman to
T lead an Afrrcan nation, and the hope 1s she erl help the country forget the vrolence of the past

B MILES O'BRIEN CNN ANCHOR Well, let‘s talk about the protesters Protesters vorcrng the1r
. anger over an American incursion in Pakrstan We 11 have a. closer look at the frontllnes of the - ‘, S

G those m1ners Were lost

. war on terror for you..

N The ﬁrst lad1es of the U S. government are in Afrrca to see another ﬁrst the ﬁrst Woman elected ":
. to lead an Afrrcan nation. We re live from L1ber1a : R

' -And a commun1ty comes out to rémember their own. We have detarls of: the Sago Mrne S
- ‘memorial,-an emotlonal time there in coal mrnrng country It sbeena couple of Weeks s1nce L

, "CAROL COSTELLO CNN ANCHOR Yes No closer to an answer erther Good mornlng to
o ~you. I'm Carol Costello in for Soledad thls And hopefully it 1s warmer Where you. are than 1t 1s
~ here. ' : : 2 ;

M O’BRlEN::Odds are it 1s. L

. :Blg neWS com1ng out of Aﬁ1ca th1s mormng, a landmark 1nauguratron gorng on’ r1ght

- moments ago, Liberia's Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf arrived for the ceremony. She i is the first'w man f o

i "W-‘jf‘Lrbena 81ts on the‘Western- coast of Africa, rightlnekitf toSierra Leone" '

s “ever expected to lead an Afrlcan nation. And the hope 1s she'll help the country for o€
’vrolence of the past ' ‘ M A P

b ‘-:'Jeff hello to you Thrs is aprvotal moment for Afrlca isn't 1t'? SR

 JEFF KOINANGE, CNN LAGOS BUREAU CHIEE: No doubt about it, Miles, And T1l el you s
- “whyit's so pivotal. Two years ago at this time, we wouldn't be standlng where We are rrght now, .
.:_.,:?*:because th1s country was at war back then ’ ' G

i Thrs is an hlstorlc day, not Just for the fact that Ellen J ohnson-Srrleaf 1s the ﬁrst Lrberran Woman

L elected presrdent or Africa for that matter. The fact that this: country is at peace after all they ve o :
o gOne through is extraordrnary People here are excrted - : . Sl

o




A short wh1le ago U.S. First Lady Laura Bush arr1ved accompan1ed by Secretary of State e

h "Condoleezza Rice: That there shows an endorsement support from the most powerful natlon on
" “earth, the fact that they camie to support one'of thelr own hop1ng that th1s will be a turmng po1nt R

' f"x1n thls country's often turbulent hlstory i

-‘M O'BRIEN Jeff, tell us 1f you can give us a Sense -+ as we look at the ceremony and pomp
- _that's under way nght now, g1ve us a sense of the real work that lles ahead the challenges that

e face her

v‘ KOINANGE No doubt about 1t M1les There are huge challenges ahead 4 o

ol F1rst of all, the: economy isin shambles That's g01ng to have to be taken care of 1mmed1ately B
-~ Also basic social services on the ground everythmg from water to electr1c1ty, that 18 nonex1stent SR

- here n the cap1tal of Monrov1a

Pres1dent elect Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf soon to be Pres1dent Johnson- S1rleaf w1ll have her work
* - cut out for her. And shé's going to need her very commendable credentials; impressive:. ‘
~credentials, having worked at the World Bank, City Bank and the United Nat1ons Development e
: Program She's going to need all of that and more help to get this country back on 1ts feet after s0
» many years Of civil war that kllled up to more than 200, OOO people -- Mlles ' :

L "M o BRIEN J eff Komange from Monrov1a L1ber1a Thank you very much That's a story you'll:“» e
e only see here on CNN. - = o S

: ;And speakrng of women elected to lead countnes let's go to another contment and another
- woman who 1s now in charge S R p i

S IR

B Kelly, good mormng

KELLY WALLACE CNN ANCHOR Good mommg, Mlles

. _You re exactly r1ght the people of Ch1le elect1ng their first. female pres1dent Soc1al1st cand1date R
- M1chelle Bachelet edged out conservat1ve ‘Sebastian Pmera by 7 percent of the vote in a runoff '
.. .race. Bachelet is a one-time polltlcal prisoner who currently serves as defense mlnlster for

L ,;outgomg Pre51dent Rlcardo Lagos Bachelet takes offlce March 11.

L,



The 67-year old economrst and former top U N ofﬁcral defeated former football star George ,: : L

- Deutsche Presse-Agentur

January 16, 2006, Monday

f'"-YHEADLINE NEWS FEATUBE Swearmg in begms tough ]ob for new L1ber1an leader

- ;Thousands of women from all over the cont1nent travelled to- celebrate the 1naugurat10n Monday o 5
“of Liberia's 23rd president, but more 1mportantly, to w1tness the 1nstallatron of Afr1ca S ﬁrst ever r-
e :,elected female pres1dent Ellen Johnson S1rleaf - =

o ‘:;_,"vSlrleafs 1naugurat10n ends a two year transrtronal penod wh1ch saw an- 1nter1m government led e
by Gyude Bryant take over in October 2003 after: former pres1dent Charles Taylor was forced CEELTL
g 1nto ex1le 1n ne1ghbour1ng N1ger1a in August of the same year ' : . s

" ‘Weahin a surpr1s1ngly orderly and peaceful’ electlon campargn last November to win the’ -

'pres1dency in a country that is only startmg to emerge | from 15 years of a brutal c1v1l war_
: ‘,v;-fleft the mineral- r1ch natron s economy in, tatters ; ; .

i But the ranks of the more than 85 per cent of Liberians. who are unemployed have now also been
© " swollen by thousands of former combatants, ‘many of them 1lllterate chrldren who have e

’ ’commltted atroc1t1es aga1nst the1r own v1llagers

E ‘Whlle L1ber1ans are 1mpat1ent for qu1ck and v1s1ble changes to the1r dally llves remtegratlng the o
-",.3.1nd1sc1plmed former fighters back into their. traumatlsed soc1ety remains a hard but necessary

. task for the new. government

: ‘Expected to announce her cabmet later th1s week Pres1dent ] ohnson~Srrleaf is almost certam to

. include former warlords to help. her negotrate the d1smant11ng of the remammg militias, It w1ll s
~ take all her formidable polrtlcal expenence to stop the plunder of the country s m1neral resources e

.a process wh1ch 1s belreved to be led by former rebels turned pohtrcrans

' ‘ffDonors w1ll also want assurance that the new pres1dent w111 curb rampant government corruptlonj

~in order to disburse crucial aid to help L1ber1a rebuild bas1c serv1ces where electrrcrty, runnmg

" water and hosp1tals remam a luxury

ert desplte the immense task ahead the atmosphere in Monrov1a Monday was fest1ve and the

main street newly-spruced up by former combatants pa1d ten U S dollars aday. for the1r efforts to‘.'v IR

“welcome a host of 1nternat10nal drgmtarres

No less than’ ﬁve Afrrcan presrdents and Umted Natlons Deputy Secretary General Lou1se :
- .. Frechette were present at the 1naugurat10n ceremony. Amerrcan First Lady Laura Bush and U S.”
e :Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce were also among the many high- level v1s1tors in Monrovra

= Securrty was t1ght w1th Un1ted States Secret Serv1cemen protect1ng the U. S delegatlon and PO

| Pres1dent J ohnson Srrleaf be1ng drrven around and guarded by U.S. Marmes



% 'i”Two American warsh1ps were deployed off the L1ber1an coast in an 1mpress1ve show of strengthi. C

- 'by the h1stor1ca1 ally of Afnca s first 1ndependent nat1on

"Analysts say apart from the many expectatlons of Pres1dent J ohnson-Slrleafs new and as. yet

untested government, Liberians also expect concrete ‘and endurmg ass1stance from the ‘Un1ted
States to keep the fragile peace in Liberia on which many states in the West Afncan su b- egio

o rely for thelr own stab111ty

B A clear change of guard was underway Monday as the poundmg of drums replaced the : _
. traditional 21-gun salute during the opern-air inauguration ceremony. Liberians dearly hope they"_f_ .
never have to hear the sounds of gunﬁre n the1r country aga1n dpa ebk pmc :




‘ ;.A{‘Deutsche Presse- Agentur e
. January 16; 2006, Monday - o ’ ’
S HEADLINE lST LEAD Afr1ca s first female leader sworn in amld tlght secunty

’:_'The 67-year old Harvard trained economlst and grandmother Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf was: swom 1n"
..as L1ber1a s 23rd pres1dent in the capltal Monrov1a amid t1ght secur1ty Monday '
E At least ﬁve Afncan pres1dents and U. S F1rst Lady Laura Bush, as well as U N. Deputy
- Secretary General Louise Frechette andU.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce were among
‘ the h1gh-level guests attending the ceremony e »
e : Afnca s ﬁrst ever female pres1dent is bemg guarded and transported by U. S mar1nes 1n the war- B
: '*battered natlon that is only now: emergmg from some: 15 years of brutal’ c1v1l war ' .

" It was not 1mmed1ately clear how long the U. S troops would stay in" the West Afncan country to i

o ensure the new pres1dent's personal safety

j ;leena-s "m-al-n-alrport was closed for commercialrai‘rcraftfand was. being guardedbyUN ‘-t‘roops.: .

: }The new pres1dent faces an immense task of rebulldlng a collapsed economy, reconclllng former ST

i /' - 'warting parties’ and reintegrating into soc1ety thousands of former combatants who are skrlled 1n
o ‘II ':ﬂ__,warfare but have never known how to read or wr1te dpa ebk w;h : ’ : S




- The Washington Times
- January 16, 2006 . '
: -.HEADLINE Laura fires back at cr1t1cs e

BYLINE B1ll Sammon

,ACCRA Ghana -- First 1ady Laura Bush yesterday sa1d she was’ "1rr1tated" by outs1de cr1t1c1sm L

. of her husband's anti-AIDS programs in Afnca as be1ng focused too heav11y on abst1nence and
not enough on condoms : . : . o

: Mrs Bush ona tr1p to- West Africa to w1tness the- 1naugurat1on of the cont1nent's first elected el e

~ female pres1dent Ellen Johnson:Sirleaf of Liberia, also defended a National Secur1ty Agency S
~ program to eavesdrop on foreign al Qaeda suspects who commun1cate w1th Amerlcans She sa1d L
o ,,the polltlcal furorin the U. S would aid the terrorrsts ~ SCRT T :

i But she was most annoyed by a questlon about AIDS and the U.S. pollcy to emphas1ze S
abstinence, which the reporter askmg her sa1d some people have equated w1th Chrrstlan

i moral1sm

-';l:‘,,what they can-to make sure there S not an: attack by fore1gn terrorrsts " she added

"I'm always a little bit irritated when hear the criticism of abstlnence because abstmence is- "-' S

: ~absolutely 100 percent effective in erad1cat1ng a sexually transm1tted disease, " M. Bush said,

B before tymg her answer 1n w1th one of the maJor themes of her. trrp, women s rrghts in Afnca ' '

e "In a country or a part of the world where onein three people have a sexually transm1tted deadly‘lf?‘ R

- disease, you have to talk about abstinence, you really have to," she said. "In. many countries: © - ST
- ‘where g1rls feel obllgated to comply w1th the. w1shes of men glrls need to know that abstlnence 'f Sl

o ‘1sacho1ce : . N . S

) She also sa1d AIDS can be curbed by the correct use of condoms and by be1ng fa1thful to one s

: '_ v'partner

Mrs Bush also sa1d her husband was upset last month when the New York Tlmes revealed the 4 " )

o _exlstence of the National Securrty Agency eavesdroppmg program e .,jnj

e "He was womed that it would undermme our efforts by alertmg terrorrsts to what our efforts L
are ' she sa1d "We're constantly on. the alert for an attack l1ke what happened on September R
_v_;11th r : S S

et "And I thmk the Amerrcan people expect the Un1ted States government and the pres1dent to do ._ L

Mrs Bush 1s leadlng the U. S delegatlon wh1ch also 1ncludes her daughter Barbara and

. "‘Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, to today's’ swearing-in of Mrs Johnson—Slrleaf a U S e o Eh e S

Leducated economlst and former World Bank ofﬁc1al




B .l'The vice 'presi»dentfhas_been' an excellent vice pr¢§id¢ﬁl,'l,‘5he"_a'dded:.—v "H'efs' solid‘as; a rock"

"We re really, really exc1ted to be at such a h1stor1c 1naugurat1on Mrs Bush told reporters en: *

" foute to Afrrca "Because trad1t1onally, women have been excluded m many Afncan cultures T
: 'not all of them but n many." ~ : . i v

- The ﬁrst lady sa1d Mrs J ohnson- S1rleaf "serves asa very 1mportant role model for l1ttle g1rls on ke
' the cont1nent as Well as around the World "o : L :

o The Bush admini'Stration hopes the inauguration will mark a turning point for Liberia, which :
. was wracked by violence that killed about 250,000 people from 1989 to 2003. Since then a
o transitional government has ruled the cont1nent s oldest republ1c which was establ1shed 1n 1847
by freed Amencan slaves : :

‘Mrs. Bush sa1d the new pres1dent can beg1n the heallng process in earnest and pledged U S

: ’,help to rebu1ld the War-ravaged nation. -

"She ranona platform of reconc1l1at1on and reconstruct1on and 1t's go1ng to take the help of s

lot of countries, including the United States, which has a special relationship with L1ber1a for her R

and the people of L1ber1a to be able to do the reconstruct1on they need," she sa1d

Ass1stant Secretary of State J enday1 Frazer Who is travel1ng W1th Mrs Bush sa1d the U S isin- .-

‘ :the process 'of g1v1ng L1ber1a "$1 b1ll1on from 2004 to 2006 "

- Mrs. Bush also Wlll make stops in Ghana and N1ger1a to d1scuss such top1cs as HIV/AIDS S
: Barbara her daughter recently Worked with AIDS stncken ch1ldren ina South Afr1can hosp1tal o

‘Onthe U S. pol1t1cal front Mrs Bush also brushed off suggest1ons that V1ce Pres1dent D1ck

"Cheney s health problems would. prevent him from serving out his term. Mr. Cheney recently '.‘ o o L
“Wwas hosp1tal1zed for shortness of. breath caused by a med1cat1on he Was tak1ng for a foot a1lment S

J

g "V1ce Pres1dent Cheney s in great health and he s do1ng great " she sa1d "I'm sure the pres1dent . . S
. Would not l1ke for h1m to step down, obv1ously TR i o




- The Miami Herald
" January 17, 2006
HEADLINE: Pres1dent VOWS to rebu1ld

¢ R

- Ellen Johnson Sirleaf became Afnca s ﬁrst elected female head of state after be1ng swom in as |

president of Liberia.

‘ f,BYLINE ‘Hans Nichols, Assoc1ated Press

: ‘Afnca s first elected female head of state Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf was sworn- n. Monday as’ wai= o

battered Liberia's new president, promising a "fundamental break" w1th the West Afrrcan nat1on 'S l

- vrolent past and pledg1ng to reburld

" ,va1th UsS. Navy warsh1ps offshore for the ﬁrst t1me since the c1v1l war's end two years ago and |
- Afirst lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand ina show of support o
- the moment was met w1th thunderous applause from thousands of guests g : il

 "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for peace secur1ty and we have heard O
- you loudly," the 67-year-old Sirleaf said in her inaugural speech. *We recogmze th1s change 1s
o lnot a change for change s sake, but a fundamental break with the past R o

“UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan sent congratulatrons saying Srrleaf had a h1stor1c mandate R
- to lead the nation toward a future of lastmg peace and stab1l1ty ' : S

: Founded by freed American slaves in 1847 Liberia was prosperous"and peaCeful for mor'ethan a -_ i
_ century; bolstered by abundant timber and diamond wealth. But back-to-back civil wars, from SRR

1989:t0 2003 brought the country to its knees krllrng 200 000 people and d1splac1ng half the

: -natron s populatron of 3 million.

' Iti 1s now one of the world's poorest countr1es ranked 206th in terms of per cap1ta 1ncome out of L
- v'208 countrres on the 2004 World Bank lrst ' T

| Today, not even the cap1tal has runmng water or. electr1c1ty The rich rely on generators the EaR '_ e
. poor, on candlés. Unemployment is 80 percent. "We have all suffered. The 1nd1v1dual sense of
_ depr1vatron 1S 1mmense ' Sirleaf sa1d . Y o " : '

f:‘-She acknowledged the task of reburldrng would be coupled w1th hrgh expectat1ons but called for_' RS
pat1ence ‘ R ‘ ot S

~"The task of reconstructrng our devastatrng economy is awesome she sa1d There wrll be no |
- rquick ] fix, yet we have the potent1al to promote a healthy economy in wh1ch L1ber1ans and

, 1ntemat10nal 1nvestors can prosper

’Ensurrng L1ber1a rema1ns peaceful though w1ll be S1rleafs most press1ng - and perhaps most
j d1fﬁcult -- task . : .



- George Weah the soccer star. who lost the November runoff ‘was backed by most of the SRR SR
country's top warlords and faction leaders He grudg1neg accepted defeat and attended the e
: flnauguratlon r S

“Several lawmakers in the new le g1slature 1nclud1ng the House speaker are under a U N travel
~“ban and assets freeze for constrtutmg a'threat to peace.” "One newly appointed senator ordered
- his troops to hack off the ears of a captured president.in-1990. Others are alhes of one-time -
-~ warlord and pres1dent Charles Taylor who was forced from power in 2003 as: rebels shelled the
;i,caprtal : : o - ’

. :.Another cru01al task assuring the future of 100 000 ex- combatants Who laid down arms last year; i

L N Many of them are unemployed

_ For now, Slrleafs government is backed by 15 OOO U N troops A srmrlar U N force pulled out W
- of ne1ghbor1ng Sierra Leone in ‘the final days of 2005, completmg a successful ﬁve year mission. -
-+ that restored the peace. v TSI e Lo

: 'fijTaylor is wanted by aU. N backed war crimes court ini Sierra Leone for h1s role m fuehng that R "
' .country S c1v1l war, but ngena has refused to hand h1m over. - e : S

. __In an 1nterv1ew w1th NBC's T oday show broadcast Monday, Slrleaf suggested she Would llke to
| see, Taylor put on tr1al : B : S

\

. "M, Taylor has always said he wanted his day in court fo defend hlmself We should grant h1m T
'.-that pr1v1lege she sa1d ‘ : kB S EEREE O 0

_che said she was conﬁdent Taylor would be handed over to the Srerra Leone court eventually
. He "is through raping and plllaglng th1s country, and the Liberian people are try1ng to look
- :forward Rlce told reporters ‘ iy

. .In her address Slrleaf promlsed to’ stamp out corruptlon -a key step to" win over skeptlcal Pl
forergn donors. e : w A : e S

, _‘She also called on L1ber1ans abroad and refugees in West Afnca to return and rebulld The P
Umted Natlons says nearly 400 000 L1ber1ans are. d1splaced both 1ns1de the country and the AL

e reglon

~~Born 1h L1ber1a in 1938 Slrleaf worked her way through college in the Un1ted States by mopplng

. floors and waiting tables. She graduated with a master's degree in public admlnlstratlon from . -

. Harvard in 1971 and took top jobs in Liberia, including ﬁnance m1n1ster and semor pos1trons at
"Cltlbank the World Bank. and the Umted Natlons _ IR : n

“Twrce 1mpr1soned in Liberia in the 1980s for pollt1cal teasons, she returned dur1ng a break 1n
: .ﬁghtrng in 1997 to run for pres1dent She lost- to Taylor but tr1ed aga1n last fall emergmg
" 'v1ctorlous : : - s R




' ’ The Kansas CitV Star
y January 17, 2006 , o | o
‘ ‘-'VHEADLINE More women emerge to lead the1r natlons S

o Durrng her 1nauguratlon Monday in Monrov1a Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson Srrleaf the new leader
o of Liberia, was helped with a sash by Liberian Senior Ambassador—at large George W Wallace
o Jr Among those at the swearing in was U S.. ﬁrst lady Laura Bush. - »

'Around the globe more women are stepp1ng up to lead the1r countr1es On Monday, Ellen :
SR ohnson Sirleaf took the oath as L1bena S pres1dent the first elected Woman to be a head of state
. in Afnca : : s

In Chlle ped1atr1c1an M1chelle Bachelet awa1ts a March 1naugurat10n after voters. p1cked her
Sunday to be their first female president. And F1nn1sh President Tarja Halonen, the first woman -

- . to hold that office, is closer to another term after W1nn1ng the ﬁrst round of pres1dent1al elect1ons

over the weekend. Story on A-6 . S | ¢

Othe‘r countries where women lead:
. Bangledesh: Prime Minister Khaleda Zia

8 Ge‘rrnanyii Chance110r AngelaMerkel '
. 6

, Ireland Presrdent Mary McAleese

) ‘Latv1a Presrdent Va1ra Vike- Frelberga

i New Zealand Prime M1n1ster Helen Clark

E , Ph1hpp1nes Pres1dent Glorla Macapagal Arroyo o

Number of female heads of state elected or appomted since 2000 12

.' Approxrmate number of women presrdents or prime | m1n1sters servmg n the 50 years prror to
.'2000 4. R : - AT

,Total years Ind1ra Gandh1 served as prlme m1n1ster of Ind1a before her 1984 assass1nat1on 15
; -The last year Ireland had a male president: 1990

’ ,Number of Women ever fo be U.S. head of state: O




 Irish Times

~ January 17, 2006 \ '
HEADLINE Economist sworn in as L1ber1an presrdent

BYLINE Rob Crllly in Monrovra ' :

LIBERIA A 67 year-old grandmother has been sworn in. as pres1dent of L1ber1a mak1ng her
~ Afica's ﬁrst elected woman head of state. G

_Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf promrsed her war- Weary people that she would draw a 11ne under 14 years
- of coups and conﬂlct to begin rebuilding a country proudly known as Afnca s oldest repubhc B

. The former World Bank economist sa1d mamtarnmg peace law and order would be her ;',
va’IOI’ltleS S . T :

. US ﬁrst lady. Laura Bush and secretary of state Condoleezza che were among the guests who RRn g :
- gathered in the L1ber1an capital, Monrovra yesterday ina show of Washrngton s support for the S

mcom1ng pres1dent

Waves of cheers and u1ulatrons greeted the swearing in of Mrs J ohnson Srrleaf dur1ng a

o ceremony that mrxed tradrtronal drummmg w1th Westem-style pohtrcal procedure S S

S -'contrnued would be the pnor1t1es for her ﬁrst 150 days

L ::‘,,;ff;“The seat of government isa reﬂectron of L1ber1a s or1g1ns as a colony for freed Amerlcan slaves
o Thousands of L1ber1ans packed mto the grounds wh1ch were decked out w1th red wh1te._and blue'

T ‘remrnder of how far the country has already come.

In her maugural address, she said: "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for . L 2 B
-peace avote for secur1ty and we have heard you : S e

E Restormg e1ectr1c1ty to the battle- scarred cap1ta1 and puttmg L1ber1ans back to Work she

| ,.Thabo Mbekr of South Afr1ca and Olusegun Obasanjo of N1ger1a were among the Afr1can heads B
3of state who sat on wh1te plast1c garden furmture arranged outs1de Monrovra s cap1tol:3b 1d1ng SN i R

| -‘buntlng for the occasion. The garden party atmosphere and the ceremony s locatlon are a ﬁttmg

Little more than two years ago the cherry trees and neat lawns were the scene of ﬁerce gun s
" battles as rival militias vied for control of the capital. More than 200,000 people were killed i in ar
. seties of civil wars between 1989 and 2003. Almost half the populatron of three mllhon people e

= ;‘were forced to flee their homes.

“The cycle of violence was finally broken in 2003 when pres1dent Charles Taylor who came to 8 o i
- power at the head of abrutal rebel army - accepted refuge in Nigeria as another wave of P
’ i1nsurgents pressed in on the capital. o

 MrsJ ohnson Sirleaf beat George Weah, the fo'rm'erv'international ,footbal_ler,;i.n a‘pre;sidential runs




pressure group worklng to avo1d COI‘lﬂlCt sald the success of L1ber1a s trans1t‘1on
“oowas _cru01a1 to’ the reglon as a whole S8 ‘




‘ The Independent (London) ) -} e SUEEE . |

- January 17, 2006 o
HEADLINE: Liberia's 'iron lady' pledges reform
BYLINE: By Rob Crllly in-Monrovia -

Africa's ﬁrst elected female head of state has prom1sed a rap1d peace d1v1dend to the war- weary :
'people of Liberia i in an 1naugurat1on ceremony marked by a d1splay of backrng from Wash1ngton.

= Cheer1ng L1ber1ans danced through the streets to the beats of tradrtronal drumm1ng as Ellen

T ohnson Sirleaf, a 67-year-old grandmother, prom1sed to restore electr1c1ty to the caprtal

Co Monrovra and tackle the h1gh unemployment rate in an attempt to unite the country beh1nd her -

e She won a presrdentral run-off aga1nst George Weah the former 1ntemat1onal footballer 1n |
- November. Now the former World Bank economist faces the challenge of. un1fy1ng a country

e shattered by 14 years of civil war.

N ‘Laura Bush the American first lady, and Con-doleezza Rice, the Secretary of State were 1n the' o
“audience at the 1nauguratron R

MsJ ohnson Sirleaf said maintaining peace law and order would be. the prrorrtres for her . e
. presidency as the country drew a line under its bloody hrstory ”Th1s is not change for change s S
'vr'sake but a fundamental break from the past " she sa1d : e ’

Li ghtrng up the caprtal and putt1ng Lrberrans back to work, she contrnued would be her , L
priorities. "Our strategy is to-achieve quick and visible progress that reaches s1gn1f1cant numbers S
of people to gain momentum, consolidate support and establish a foundation for: sound econom1c _

, . development sa1d the woman who has become known as Afr1ca s 1ron lady

L years, when gun battles raged between rrval m1l1t1as vymg for control of the caprtal

. Yesterday s Jub1lant atmosphere was a- rem1nder of how far the country has come in the past two : " L

o ._ Mrs Bush sard on board her US ‘Air Force ﬂ1ght that the new pres1dent faced a huge task "She SO
. ran on aplat-form of reconcrhatron and reconstruction and it's going to take the help of alot of - R
: »countrres including the United States ‘which has'a spec1al relat1onsh1p wrth Lrberra for her and f .

B her people to be able to do the reconstruction they need "

, GRAPHIC Presrdent Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf is presented with the natlonal 1ns1gn1a 1n Monrov1a
L1ber1a J EROME DELAY/AP : : r




- w1th her country s v1olent past and pledged to rebu1ld

: .Fort Worth Star-Telegram

January 17,2006 g
HEADLINE: First elected female pres1dent in Afr1ca talks of anew course
BYLINE The Assoc1ated Press : : : :

- Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce and ﬁrst lady Laura Bush attend the ceremony "I th1nk .
women around the world are watch1ng, and they're proud of her," Bush told reporters after the o
1naugurat1on : : : lTAnn

‘ Ellen J ohnson-Slrleaf is sworn in as pres1dent Monday in Monrovia, L1ber1a "We know that o

- your vote was a vote for change a vote for peace secur1ty .and we have heard you loudly, e s

: f'Johnson Sirleaf said.

‘ MONROVIA L1ber1a -- Afrrca s first elected female head of State, Ellen Ji ohnson S1rleaf ‘was'

sworn in Monday as war-battered Liberia's new: pres1dent She prom1sed a "fundamental break" l co o

| W1th U S Navy warsh1ps offshore for the first t1me since the civil war ended two years ago; 'and o e

- first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand in a show of support the -
moment was. met with thunderous applause from thousands of guests

g "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote. for peace security .. and we have heard | ’
" you loudly," J ohnson-Sirleaf, 76; said in her 1naugural speech.."We recogn1ze th1s change is not ol
’ .'a change for change s sake, but a fundamental break w1th the past " : AR

Founded by freed Amerlcan slaves in 1847, L1ber1a was prosperous and peaceful for more than a: |
century, bolstered by abundant t1mber and d1amond Wealth " : o

- But back to back c1v11 wars from 1989 to 2003 k1lled 200 OOO people and d1splaced half the
nat1on s populat1on of 3 mllhon ' : , , . :

"It is now one of the world's poorest countries. Not even the capital has runn1ng water or . -

electricity; the rich rely on generators, the poor on candles. Unemployment is 80 percent.. "We e

_.have all suffered. The 1nd1v1dual sense of depr1vat1on is 1mmense " J ohnson-S1rleaf sa1d

- "The task of: reconstruct1ng our devastat1ng economy is awesome,’' ' she sa1d "There w1ll‘be no
quick fix, yet we have the potent1al to promote a healthy economy in wh1ch L1ber1ans and
‘ 1nternat1onal 1nvestors can prosper." ‘- '

'Bush makmg her second trip to Afrrca said that the swearmg in symbohzes a pushto empower . . L

B women worldw1de and marks anew dawn for L1ber1a

B th1nk women around the world are watch1ng, and they re proud of her " Bush told reporters

after the 1nauguratron ceremony as she flew to Ghana to ‘continue her. four-day stay on the S o




" continent. -

- "Women's empowerment, giris' education is the centerpiece of this trip, because all of usjknow;_‘-

that educated girls lead much more successful lives," said Bush, who made the trip: w1th her -

vdaughter Barbara 24, who recently Worked 1n a ped1atr1c hosp1ta1 n South. Afrrca

- _ " Bush was the formal head of the U. S delegatron but it was R1ce who was greeted w1th loud

o hoots of approval by the crowd durlng 1ntroductlons A

The outdoor ceremony, held on a muggy, overcast day, was 1nforma1 by U S standards The
f,:platform was decorated simply with red- wh1te and-blue buntlng and balloons. The pro gram
started late; Heads of state arrived mid- -ceremony. Members of the local medla shouted at e

ofﬁcrals on stage to move out of the1r camera shots

L Ensunng that L1ber1a remmains peaceful w111 be J ohnson-Srrleafs most pressrng -—'and perhaps ﬁ ‘:1,‘: 1 : ]
: most drfﬁcult -- task : : S

Vfl._George Weah the soccer star who lost the November runoff was backed by most of the
k _country S top warlords and faction leaders . : S

o _ He grudgmgly accepted defeat and attended the mauguratlon




~ THE WASHINGTON TIMES

-~ January 17,2006 ‘ S
. 'HEADLINE: Laura defends the GOP

BYLINE Bill Sammon '

= MONROVIA Liberia -- First lady Laura Bush yesterday rejected Democratlc cla1ms that

' »Republlcans are mired in a "culture of corruption- and sa1d she'd be "glad" to campalgn for
. Republlcan cand1dates in the fall

/

Mt 1sn't true " Mrs. Bush sa1d of the "culture of corruptlon charges in an exclusive 1nterv1ew o
with The Washington Times while here for the 1nauguratlon of Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf : as
_ pres1dent of L1ber1a - :

' "Mrs Bush offered her star | power to Republlcan cand1dates after saylng she d1d not know how £
: the Democrats accusatlons will affect the’ congress1onal electlons in November '

,» Ryl be glad to campalgn for Repubhcans who ask me to campalgn for them or do fundralsers for i
- them the ﬁrst lady sa1d at the U. S ambassador s res1dence here - ' St

Mrs Bush made clear that "there s certamly not a role for any- sort of bnbery or anythmg that

- K would be cons1dered corrupt ' but said many lobby1sts play v1tal roles in publlc pol1cy

& "The whole lobby1ng aspect of pol1t1cs is very 1nterest1ng in the Umted States " Mrs Bush sa1d
' "There s an important aspect to lobby1ng, as well. BRRE AT N

T "I mean What people dont th1nk of is the Amencan Heart Assoc1at1on or breast caticet research S

- ~.each of those groups lobby for federal funds; for very, very important and worthwhile causés. 1n
: our courtry,” she added. "And s0 I hope that people real1ze that there is a role for advocates for
’ d1fferent issues.' . : S Sl

Rep ‘Bob Ney, Ohio Republ1can temporanly stepped down Sunday as chalrman of the House -
. Administration Committee because of his association with disgraced lobbyist Jack. Abramoff
_Democrats are expected to make corruption charges a central theme n the1r attempt to w1n ’
' congress1onal seats in the m1dterm elect1ons ' :

~Mrs. Bush also said she was "d1sappo1nted" in Democrats for trylng to delay a vote on Pres1dent S

- Bush’s nomination of Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. for the Supreme Court because it would further :
_postpone ret1rement for Justice Sandra Day O Connor o : Co

Y /"I m d1sappo1nted about that," Mrs Bush sa1d "I know Sandra Day o' Connor would like to

T ret1re

o "She stayed longer because the pres1dent asked her to when he nom1nated J ohn Roberts for ch1ef e

. -justice," the first lady added. "And I think it just would serve the country better 1f [Judge Al1to] a
f can go ahead and be voted on, up and down, and then assume the ]Ob "



Democrats on the Senate J ud1c1ary Commlttee have delayed a vote on J udge Al1to unt1l next

week while liberal interest groups work to erode pubhc support for the nommee Repubhcans

- 'called fora panel vote th1s week.

o 'bDemocrats questloned J udge Al1to SO aggress1ver last Week that his W1fe ‘Martha; broke {iito’

o hearmgs

tears and left the committee room Wednesday for more than an hour. Mrs. Bush, Who called Mrs. ORI

Alito and urged her to "hang in there," made it clear yesterday that she d1sapproved of therou gh |

A

"They ré dlfﬁcult for family members When they see the people they love attacked " she sa1d e - a0
really think when anyone is up for confirmation, whether it's for justice of the Supreme Court ori T

-any other job that requires Senate conﬁrmat1on that 1t's incumbent upon senators to be :
' vrespectful " ‘ : SR : : o

'.The first lady 1S travelmg in Afr1ca W1th her daughter Barbara who has a keen mterest in: the ,
* -troubled continent. Mrs. Bush pointed out that last year, Barbara "went to South Africa; Where
-~ she Worked at a pedlatrrc hosprtal and then she did UNICEF Work in Botswana '

: :"She S very 1nterested in Africa and she loves 1t and really her interést has stlmulated mme' " the

first lady added "Barbara has been a big influence on me, 1nﬂuenced my interest in Afnca

| "Ba-rbara s twin s1ster Jenna, is not accompanymg her mother on th1s tnp.. -

i ‘_ ;"J enna's teachrng school ina charter school and she loves educatlon sald Mrs Bush a former S
..teacher. "She's having a great time. She's interested. partlcularly in the charter school movement "

and really Wanted to work in a charter school "

The first lady also backed the presrdent's decision in November to make a more aggress1ve
'defense of h1s Iraq pohcy She lauded Iraqls for electmg a permanent government last month

L "t's really 1mportant for him to talk to the Amerrcan people about the war.in Iraq and about What«j :

- the United States' goals are," she said, "because. I'm not so sure that the press does get the Word j' =
~‘out on h0W 1mportant the vote was there g

sood

= Slnce rejoining the Iraq debate in earnest, the pres1dent has seen h1s JOb approval rat1ngs chmb
A_although he and h1s W1fe often say they are unaffected by polls " SR o

' only really pay attentlon When they re really good " Mrs Bush Joked

‘Mrs Bush also revealed that her IPod llstenmg mcludes songs by Trna Turner and Dolly Parton o - v
-She sa1d her musrcal tastes are someWhat d1fferent from those of her husband o

»"He 11kes country mus1c a httle b1t more than I do, although I actually really am very fond of _ R
country music, as well," she said. "One of the songs on my IPod that I love:is Dolly Parton
- smgmg 'Stalrway to Heaven.' So that's sort of a comb1nat10n country and pop




| iHEADLINE Kenyan paper urges amrcable formula over ex- L1ber1an leader Taylor

« BBC Monrtorlng Afrlca Pohtlcal

January 17, 2006 D SIS SO A SR

Text of editorial entitled "Punish Taylor but don't 1mper11 galns" publ1shed by Kenyan
B newspaper The People on 177 anuary . .

- Yesterday S swear1ng in of Ellen J ohnson- S1rleaf as war-battered L1ber1a new pres1dent no doubt :
* carved her name into history as Africa's first elected female head of state. Even more, she
- emerged as the western Africa nation's possible redeemer after years of str1fe dunng wh1ch 2
- mrllrons were either k1lled or drsplaced ‘ : : :

© ‘While the process lead1ng up to last year s polls was bound to be content1ous it'was always one -
- that was, by all means, supposed to provide mandate for a leader who would lead L1ber1a ' _
© towards a future of lasting peace and stability. Tt is also. gratrfylng that forergn powers from the ‘
~ United States to Kenya have ever sought to prov1de logistic and moral support to such a process;f' S

Indeed the role that peacekeeprng forces from Kenya have played both n S1erra Leone and o
Liberia carinot be gainsaid. The presence in yesterday's ceremony of US First Lady Laura Bush o
- ‘Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice and Nigerian Presrdent Olusegun ObasanJo and South
’ Afr1can counterpart Thabo Mbek1 is test1mony to th1s , S

However it would be fundamental that any efforts a1med at cement1ng the new. chapter in:

Liberia involve greater participation from African leaders, as only then will’ Liberia's 1nterests be o

fully taken into account. For instance, it is the wish of every African that the thormnyissueof = Lo
i bnngrng former L1ber1an leader Charles Taylor to justice be 1mplemented as soon as appllcable '

“Taylor became president in 1997 but stepped down and was exiled to N1ger1a as part of 2003 ’
" peace deal brokered as rebels pressed on the capital. He is now wanted on war crime charges by R
~ a'UN-backed war crimes court in Sierra Leone for his role in backing a brutal rebel group dunng,:

Y ' that country's 1991-2002 civil war. But Nigeria has refused to hand him over'to the court and

-Sitleaf has sald she would consult with regronal leaders regardmg Taylor s: future '

' f.On the other hand Rice has said she is confident S1rleaf will work to hand Taylor over to the -
~ Sierra Leone court and that she was expected to push for the case while in Monrovia. yesterday
~.Given these intricacies, it would be necessary that while the Liberian past deeds shouldbe o
. conclusively tackled, it should never prov1de an opportunrty to cornprom1se the gams so far S
 .mmadein the peace process : : : - S

Instead an am1cable formula need to be estabhshed one that can guarantee that Justrce is found

. for the vrctrrns of Taylor s tyranny. as well as ensuring that L1ber1a s postenty 1s. not held by 1ts B
v__ -"past , _ ‘

L Source The People Na1rob1 in Enghsh 17 Jan 06



~ THE AUSTRALIAN
“January 17, 2006 _ ' B SR
"HEADLINE: Historic day as - woman takes charge n. L1berla e
_ BYLINE Frona Connolly and Sarah Grant

Vk " ';MONROVIA Ellen J ohnson-Srrleaf was due to be sworn in last night as L1ber1a s niew head of
, state carvrng her nanie into hrstory as the ﬁrst elected female presrdent of an Afncan country

_ Sen1or ﬁgures from across Afnca and further aﬁeld were to attend the 1nauguratron among them i i £
'US first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce : P

L _ "We re really, really excrted to be at such a hlstonc 1nauguratron " Mrs Bush told reporters whrle L

travelhng to the Liberian capital, Monrovra

- X Mrs ] ohnson S1rleaf "ran ona platform of reconcrllatlon and reconstruction and it's gorng to take i
~the help of a lot of countries, including the US, which has a special relatronshlp with L1ber1a for

her and the people of Liberia to be able to do the reconstructron they need" Mrs Bush sa1d

‘ S"; She went on to descnbe the presrdent-elect asa "sh1n1ng example for all. of us for women around'"v .
e the world not Just for women on her contment but women everywhere - x

: Mrs J ohnson S1rleaf pledged to unite her country and secure the trust of sceptlcal fore1gn donors Lo

) whose aid is desperately needed to rebuild her. rurned natron wh1ch is struggling for peace after a o
quarter ofa century of coups and war. She also hoped her ascensron would be an 1nsp1rat10n to.

- women worldwrde S L P : 3 :

Lo "am exc1ted by the potentlal of what I represent -- the asp1rat10ns and expectat1ons of women in. o

‘L1ber1a African women and women all over the world," the 67- year-old grandmother sald "I am-

| - also humbled == humbled by the enormrty of the challenge we face

L The UN whrch has more than 15 000 peacekeeprng troops in L1ber1a stepped up secur1ty before S

i the 1nauguratron redeploying about 500 peacekeepers prevrously stat1oned outsrde the caprtal to -
. . strategrc pomts in Monrovra and the 1nternatronal arrport N : e :

“Liberian pohce though unarmed also 1ncreased the1r presence on the streets

Two US navy warshrps appeared offshore for the ﬁrst t1me srnce the war ended in 2003 a rare
show of support also meant to protect Mrs Bush and Dr R1ce ' ‘ s

: o Mrs J ohnson Sirleaf will be sworn in for a six- year term takrng charge of Afnca s oldest
FE republrc wh1ch was founded by freed Amerlcan slaves mn 1847 T

N Rich in dramonds iron ore and t1mber L1ber1a was relat1vely prosperous and peaceful unt11 a :
- 1980 coup had illiterate: Samuel Doe seize power and order cabinet ministers t1ed to, poles 1n therr_. 5

b




| Her soccer star nval George Weah, was backed by ex rebel leaders and many ex- combatants

o 1847 L1ber1a founded by freed slaves from the US and Carrbbean

“William R.Tolbert Jr publicly executed
-* 1985: Doe wins presidential election

u'nderwear»an‘d executed

Harvard educated Mrs J ohnson Sirleaf was ﬁnance m1n1ster at the t1me but Was spared she

cla1ms "by the grace of God"

- TW1ce 1mpr1soned in the 1980s by Doe s Junta Mrs J ohnson-Srrleaf ﬂed 1nto exrle

i When Charles Taylor launched arebel i invasion. from nelghbourrng Ivory Coast in 1989 Mrs i
S ohnson S1rleaf bneﬂy supported him -- a move that strll draws cnt1c1sm today o

TR The war had chrldren as young as 10 take up arms Frghtmg uprooted half the country s three . -' : .' "
m11110n people and krlled 200, 000 : : S T

‘ A truce paved the way for presrdentral electrons in 1997 that MrsJ ohnson—Srrleaf lost to Mr ) - RO
'Taylor The brazen b1d earned her the n1ckname "Iron Lady" ' S

: 'After another rebel war forced Mr Taylor from power in 2003 Mrs Johnson- S1rleaf ran for o
L presrdent again, this time winning a heated November runoff buoyed by a resume that 1ncluded 1
» senror _]ObS at. Crtrbank the UN and the World Bank : : - 5

She. 1nher1ts a natlon in tatters. The caprtal has no runnmg water or electrrcrty, and
unemployment is 80 per cent. : : : . :

BLOODY HISTORY OF WARS AND COUPS o

*1980: Years of relative stability end with a m111tary coup led by Samuel Doe Former presrdentz'

* 1989 Frrst c1v11 war begms as Charles Taylor s Natlonal Patrrotlc Front of L1ber1a begrns an
uprising : : O
*1990: Doe executed by NPFL

* 1995 Peace agreement s1gned ' o e ; e

* 1997 Taylor wins pres1dent1al electlons by a landslrde as the NPFL wms a maJ or1ty 1n the

© " legislative assembly

*'April 1999: A new rebel group, Liberians Un1ted for Reconcrllatron and Democracy, begms

E _attacks in the: north starting a second civil war

* August 2003: Taylor steps down, exiling hrmself to Nrgerla Internatlonal peacekeepers arrlve o :

" *November 2005: Ellen Johnson— S1rleaf w1ns presrdentral electlon defeatmg soccer star :
_ 'George Weah A : Lo
5 »* January 16, 2006 Johnson S1rleafs 1nauguratron in the cap1ta1 Monrov1a

\’W



“Associated Press
: .;"January 17,2006 .. : ’ ‘ :
~ HEADLINE: Laura Bush Attends L1ber1an Inauguratlon
_,BYLlNE Deb R1echmann '

o F1rst lady Laura Bush smiled broadly and applauded the h1stor1c swearmg in 1on Monday of
“Liberia's new leader, the first woman ever elected president in'Africa, who exclalmed that the
“futiire belongs to women "because we have taken charge of it." : :
Onher second trip | to Africa, Mrs. Bush joined Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce n L1ber1a s
r *caprtal at the inauguration of President-elect Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard educated s
- .economist who pledged to restore peace: aftera 14 year c1v1l war in th1s natlon founded by freed
o Amerrcan slaves : L R

A § thrnk 1t's really 1mportant worldw1de Mrs Bush sa1d about Slrleaf‘s mauguratlon wh1ch falls i L
“on the day Americans honor civil rights icon, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr "I thinkit's - e
- .. particularly 1mportant on the continent of Afnca because tradrtronally Women have been ¥
_excluded'in marny African cultures -—— ot all of them, but in riany." ' -~
- Mrs. Bush was the formal head of the U.S. delegation, but 1t was che who Was greeted w1th
"hoots of approval by the crowd during 1ntroductrons :
" The outdoor ceremony, held on a muggy overcast day, was 1nformal by U S. standards The : _
“platform was simply decorated with red, white and blue bunting and balloons: Members of the L
~local media shouted at diplomats on stage to move out their camera shots. - : R
- The new president said Liberians who voted for her were castmg a ballot for natronal healrng,
e leadershrp and freedom - |

. "We know that your vote was a vote of change a vote of peace secur1ty and stabrlrty We have
“heard you loudly," Sirleaf said in her speech, which both Mrs. Bush and Rice attended. ,
.Sirleaf's victory in a run-off election in November ra1sed hope that Liberia would move past a

~ war that devastated the West African country. The 67-year-old grandmother has vowed to end
the perlod of corrupt-male -dominatd rule in Lrberla Stlll reellng from a brutal 1989 to 2003 crvrl
o vwar that left s some 200, OOO dead ' : a A

"The United States has already 1nvested alot of money over the lasttwo" years through the
~election period," Mrs. Bush said Sunday just before landing i in'Ghana. "We have 2 comm1tment
: v"’;for the year 2006, as. well to-help them in their reconstruction as they start to try to have: -

electrlcrty again and potable water and all the th1ngs that are S0 crucral for basrc survrval in - -

: _L1ber1a

\ b 'Mrs Bush and her 24-year-old daughter Barbara who recently worked on AIDS ina pedratrrc
- hospital in South Africa, spent Sunday night in Accra, Ghana, at the home of the.U.S. - :
~ambassador. They were up before dawn Monday to fly to Monrovra named after Pres1dent

' . Monroe. REC

.On her more than hour—long drive to the capital, Mrs Bush's motorcade passed checkpornts | L
o manned by U.N. peacekeepmg soldiers and she got a close -up look at the pervasrve poverty 1n el




L1ber1a A few resrdents waved, but most looked on cunously at the motorcade from thatched
huts, some with roofs covered with plast1c held down by rocks. :

Mrs. Bush landed at Roberts International Airport which U.S. Marines controlled ih August 2003‘_.: o
:+ to facilitate the flow of humanitarian aid into the country and stop the flow of arms to. former i

) L1ber1a President Charles Taylor. Taylor fled into exile that month pav1ng the Way for a
o -trans1t1onal government that is hand1ng over power to S1rleaf :

"Charles Taylor is out of L1ber1a R1ce told reporters on a ﬂ1ght to Monrov1a "He is through
raping and pillaging this country, and the Liberian people are trying to look: forward "

. Taylor is in exile in Nigeria but is wanted on war-crimes charges n Sierra Leone Where he

supported a brutal rebel group during that country's 1991-2002 civil war: N1ger1a says it won't -
hand Taylor over to a U.N.-backed tribunal unless a democrat1cally elected Liberian leader <
- makes.stich a request. Rice said she's confident that Sirleaf will work to br1ng Taylor to- Just1ce o
and that he ultimately w1ll end up before the special court in Sierra Leone S

L "Th1s will happen ""Rice sa1d "It's what the 1nternat1onal commumty wants The 1nternatronal
commumty wants Justrce I think the L1ber1an leadersh1p wants Just1ce " L

e vS1rleaf defeated George Weah, a soccer star who ﬁrst cla1med that the elect1on was' fraudulent

* but then conceded defeat after international electron observers deemed the pres1dent1al elect1ons
B largely clean = : : T ,

Mrs Bush’s motorcade passed lrngenng remmders of the elect1on — a b1llboard that said "Vote e

George Weah," faded blue campaign posters for Srrleaf and a banner hung over a street that sa1d O

s "Let's join hands in development No miore guns No more v1olence

- Liberia faces great challenges poverty at 85 percent and 1ll1teracy at 80 percent as well as h1gh

ER unemployment serious health problems, poor “public services and weak public institutions.

* "She ran on a platform of reconciliation and reconstruction, and it's going to take the help ofa lotw o -

~_of countries, including the United States, which has a spec1al relatronsh1p w1th Liberia, for her

. and the ‘people of Liberia to be able to do the reconstruction they need," Mrs. Bush said. ..
- Congress appropnated more than $840 million last year to help reconstruct L1ber1a Of that more
: than $52O mrlhon has gone to support a U N peacekeepmg mission. . Sl i

:The Unrted States currently is workmg on qurck—rmpact programs to help rebu1ld courthouses
.~ high’ schools and hospitals and provide skills training to youth and ex- combatants The U S

s government also is helping ﬁnance efforts to rebu1ld L1ber1a s army.



"The Philadelphia Inquirer ‘4

 January 17, 2006

HEADLINE: Liberia's new pres1dent promises 'fundamental break' with the past e

| "'. : BYLINE Hans N1chols Assoc1ated Press 2

Africa's first elected female head of state, Ellen Johnson Slrleaf was swom in yesterday as warv- i

. .'battered Liberia's president, promlslng a "fundamental break" w1th the West Afr1can natlon s
'vv1olent past and pledglng to rebu1ld . : o

- ; ;';Wlth U:.S. Navy warsh1ps offshore for the ﬁrst time s1nce the c1v1l war's end two years ago a L
" ‘Ladra Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce on hand the moment drew thunderous .

i applause from thousands of guests

- "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for peace secunty and we have heard S

‘you loudly," Sitleaf, 67, said in her inaugural speech. "We recognize thls change 18- not a change o
 for change s sake but a fundamental break w1th the past.” . - : S :

‘Founded by freed Ame‘ncan slaves in 1847 L1ber1a was prosperous and peaceful for"more than a’

century But back-to-back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 brought the country to: 1ts knees krlhng e

: 200 OOO and drsplacmg halfthe populatlon of three mrlhon

' ,'leena 1s now one of the World's poorest countnes 206th mn per-capita 1ncome of 208 countnes -

on the 2004 World. Bank l1st Unemployment is- 80 percent

Slrleaf said rebulldmg would be coupled w1th hrgh expectatlons but she called for pat1ence

v"There will be no qu1ck ﬁx " she sa1d "yet we have the potentlal to promote a health » ‘economy
. ‘1n Wthh L1ber1ans and 1ntematlonal 1nvestors can prosper "o : '

Ensunng that L1ber1a remarns peaceful though w1ll be Srrleafs most pressrng and perhaps
~most drfﬁcult task. . . . S

‘i George Weah the soccer star who lost the November runoff was backed: by most of the
- country's top warlords He grudgmgly accepted defeat and attended the 1nauguratlon ,

: -Several lawmakers in the new leglslature are under a U.N, travel ban for constltutlng "a threat to f S

peace." Others are allies of Charles Taylor the onetrme warlord who was forced from the
pres1dency in 2003. : : : :

4 For now Srrleafs govemment is backed by 15 000 U N troops

B ' Slrleaf was born in Liberia in 1938, and she worked her way through college in the Unrted

* States. She earned a master's degree from Harvard Umversrty in 1971 and took top JObS in.

- _;leerla 1nclud1ng ﬁnance minister, and at Cltlbank the World Bank and the Unlted Natrons £




) Tw1ce 1mprlsoned in L1ber1a in the 1980s for pohtlcal reasons; she returned durlng a break 1n_v i 5y
k 'ﬁghtlng in 1997 to run for pre&dent She lost to Taylor but trled agaln last fall emerglng o
Vlctonous ' : S _ ; = , :




o The New York T1mes

~ January 17, 2006
- 'HEADLINE: Liberia's Harvard- Trained 'Queen Is Swom In as Leader
‘ BYLlNE Lyd1a Polgree

Greeted by shouts of "Queen of Africal” and standlng before the bullet scarred cap1tol of th1s

. ‘war-torn nation, Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf, a Harvard- trained banker and stalwart survivor of

- -Liberia's brutal politics, took the presidential oath of office on Monday, becommg Afnca s: ﬁrst - .
' ' woman to be elected a head of state. : SR

~ As her words were interrupted again and agam with joyful shouts of "Yes"' and "Amen'" Ms S
~ Johnson Sirleaf, 67, told the crowd that she would bring "a fundaimental break with the past

thereby requiring we take bold and decisive steps to address the problems that for decades have JERa A
" 'stunted our progress ‘undermined nat1onal un1ty and kept old and new cleavages m ferment Me

.It was a ]ubrlant moment suffused with history, observed with sm1les by members of the old _
" boy's club Ms. Johrison Sirleaf now joins, the formerly all-male fraternity of Afncan leaders.’
Olusegun Obasanjo, N1ger1a s president and cha1rman of the Afncan Umon looked on beammg : .

. -as Ms Johnson Sirleaf was sworn in.

A Un1ted States delegatlon led by Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce sat et

25 - beneath simple woven canopies. Their presence was an indication of the’ long and often troubled‘.::

_refused to concede the election, raising the grim poss1b111ty that long- suffermg L1ber1a

E . electrlclty gnd Its'roads, schools and health centers, where they strll ex1st barely functron

e ";start development ‘but corruption forced many donors to halt the1r programs

" relationship between the United States and L1ber1a wh1ch was founded by freed slaves from the o
- :IUn1ted States in 1847. ‘ e e S

. Inthe front row sat George Weah the soccer- - star who lost to M. Johnson S1rleaf and 1n1t1all G

:f opportumty for lastmg peace might shp away But Mr Weah conceded last month pav g_thev S
'J,"‘i;way for the h1storrc ceremony.. i Ay : L e

v~ E 'Desp1te the euphorla Ms. ] ohnson S1rleaf faces a mountam of troubles ina natron afﬂrcted by S
- civil war for 14 years, Liberia's publ1c works are in shambles there is no p1ped water, no '

©“An interim government that has ruled since Charles Taylor ﬂed n 2003 was supposed to k1ck-f"‘; . "_' -

The European Union had been support1ng an effort to brmg electr1c1ty to all of the cap1tal but R

 withdrew because of corruptlon concerns. With the new president taking office; the Europeans‘j S

~+ will begin the program again, committing $70 million. The United States is comm1tted to o

. rebuilding the armed forces. The United Nations mission in Liberia, wh1ch mcludes 15 000
- peacekeepers costs about $7OO million a year R :

: Therealso remains the difficult questlon of what to do about Mr. Taylor, the warlord—turned- .



presrdent who with the backrng of L1bya and other reglonal powers rampaged through h1s own ot

~country-and: much of West Africa, unleashing a cycle of war that still reverberates today: He fled -
- to exile in Nigeria in 2003 as a condition of ending the war, but is under indictment by a court S

- for war crimes in Sierra Leone N1ger1a has said it wrll hand him over only if L1ber1a asks

Ms J ohnson Srrleaf said Liberia was bound by the United Nations resolutron calhng for Mr
. Taylor to appear in Sierra Leone, and must weigh calls for Justlce against the need for peace
"Our-peace is fragile; we still have lots of Taylor operat1ves in the country," she sa1d in an e }'
: -1nterv1ew’ "We don‘t want to see us return to a state of War : e

i

""‘:Lrberrans even Mr Weah's part1sans who had taken to the streets to protest What they sa1d was

- -a I‘lgged election, exulted in the moment, relieved that war seemed to have ceased and prOud that e
S the1r nation had produced the contment’s ﬁrst woman to’ be elected head of state ’

"I vote“d_;for George Weah, but I accept Ellen becauSe she is our Ma and is 'golng- take care of us,"” P

. 'said Benedict Newon, 19, a‘former child soldier. He first hoisted a weapon for the warlord. - -

o “ Charles Taylor When he was 10, though he later switched allegiance to an'other"r’eb‘el group.

s i never carry gun again,” Mr. Newon said, gestur1ng at his 8- month—old son and h1s pregnant
W1fe Fatou "I have a future now, | got to protect it. I got to be patient W1th Ma Ellen

PRE
)

' That notion of presrdent as mater famrlras may seem new but in L1ber1a pohtrcs has always been ol

paternahst1c -- fighters for Mr. Taylor called him their "Papay

'In an 1nterv1ew before the 1naugurat10n Ms J ohnson Srrleaf sa1d that unlrke some Western
women in pohtrcs she embraced the stereotypical feminine roles as part of her appeal, though
she is also known as Liberia's 1ron lady from her years in opposrtron politics, which 1ncluded two_‘

Lo st1nts in pr1son o

,"The iron lady, of course that comes from the toughness of many years of berng a professronal 1n"" e

a'male-dominated world," she said. "But also the many young people we have here, and the"

' sufferrng I have seen, and the despair and lack of hope brought out the motherhness in me, and :" - L

- ,that is Where the Ma Ellen comes from."

Ttisa combmatron -- tough and tender - that has won women new respect in the 1ncreas1ngly

S democratlc polrtrcal scene in Africa. Once dominated by male autocrats, many African- countrres i
- now have women in h1gh positions, and a handful are po1sed to Jorn Ms J ohnson Srrleaf at the L B

‘p1nnacle of power.

. Women from across the cont1nent flocked to Monrov1a to celebrate her v1ctory Abena P A

o Bus1a an Enghsh professor from Ghana said she Would have swum to the 1nauguratron

‘ Euphorra was palpable in 1 the streets ‘where: squads of Workers frant1cally readred th1s battered
‘ c1ty for its long-awaited close-up. Lacking: heavy equrpment Crews pa1nted l1nes in the roads
vusrng huge stencils and hand brushes, :



Pandora Matat1 20,a former ﬁghter was among the crews who worked furrously to prepare for

- the blg event

. : "I love Ellen because she is gomg to do so much for us, she said as she took a br1ef break from S
her _]Ob laylng concrete at the cap1tol "W1th Ellen anythlng 1s poss1b1e ' S




;-Natronal Post ( f/k/a The F1nanc1a1 Post) ( Canada)
‘ ‘January 17,2006 - '
- . HEADLINE: President's first task is to rebulld Lrbena

- _ ’BYLINE Alphonso Toweh and Katharine Houreld, Reuters :

B ";v'f.é-war agarnst corruptron regardless of where 1t ex1sts or by whom 1t is practlsed s

S 'A uUsS. ofﬁc1al travelllng with Mrs. Bush sard Ms J ohnson Slrleaf‘s 1nauguratron on the day

_.‘MONROVIA Liberia - Ellen J ohnson-Srrleaf took ofﬁce as Africa’ s ﬁrst elected woman
presrdent yesterday, backed by a strong show of U.S. support and vow1ng to ﬁght graft and
, "I‘Cblllld her country after years of war. - :

-‘ 5 A”s well as several fellow African leaders U S. first: lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State o
-.“Condoleezza Rice attended the inauguration in a sign of Washrngton S backmg for Afnca s oldest,.-‘ -
B ,republlc founded n 1847 by freed slaves from the Un1ted States. ‘ : -

Weanng a.cream and gold dress, Ms. Johnson- Slrleaf 67, was sworn in‘at a colourful open air. o :
“ceremony.-to loud cheers from hundreds of foreign d1gn1tar1es and L1ber1ans 1nc1udmg women
show1ng off dresses emblazoned with their new pres1dent's portra1t 7 RIS

_ ,‘."Let us begin anew, moving forward into a future that is ﬁlled with hope and prom1se " Ms. T
* “Johnson-Sirleaf said in her first address as leader of a nation that lacks bas1c serv1ces 11ke water R
and electncrty after a devastatrng 14- year civil war. . - L T C

- "Oh yes, God has answered our prayer," sa1d Teresa Smrth a bus1nesswoman attendrng the
- ceremony w1th her six chrldren L i Tt

j ’._The new L1ber1an Pres1dent vowed to fi ght rampant corruptron which experts say has fuelled Gt
- decades of instability, and to uphold a foreign donor-backed Governance and Economrc .
Management Program (GEMAP) that wrll oversee state spendrng '

i "We w111 accept and enforce the terms of GEMAP We wrll ensure. competence and 1ntegr1 yin
© the management of our resources," said the Harvard-trained economist . She pledged to "wage

S ,’.”Amencans remember slain civil rights campalgner Martin Luther ng, was "an example of

o women S empowerment across Africa."

‘But the ofﬁcral acknowledged she "wrll have to show results rather qulckly " “ :f: SR
e T

. .'.Weary of the1r country's recent history of conflict, chaos and destructlon L1benans have hi gh T
- éxpectations both for the new president they call "Mama Ellen" and for the superpower across S

the Atlantrc they look upon asa k1nd of Godfather -

' "The Un1ted States has a long and special relatlonshlp w1th L1ber1a wh1ch we w111 contlnue " "f o I'
,‘added the U.S. ofﬁc1al s e




Washrngton spent more than US$840-mrlhon last year on Lrbena asit emerged from a brutal
.civil war, which ended i in 2003 after killing 250,000 people and leaving the couniry's
‘infrastructure in ruins. U.S. ‘officials say helprng the country isa pr10r1ty of the Bush
. adm1n1strat1on o R SRS SRt

= U S secret service agents mrngled with UN peacekeepers 1n the ramshackle cap1tal and two U S
. warsh1ps USS Mount Wh1tney and USS Carr were in pos1t1on offshore -‘ f :

,Across the. c1ty, rubb1sh had been cleared bullet scarred walls pa1nted over and trees planted 1n af-” S |

face-lift operat1on

Ms. J ohnson—Srrleaf beat soccer millionaire George Weah in last year' s pres1dent1al elect1on w1th ”;

~a promise to beat graft and build a better future but analysts say her VOWS" may founder unless
_donors make good on pledges of a1d e :




S The driver was able to escape and no one else was hurt When the Mob1l truck overtumed around’ s

- "Based on h1s age it is prudent for his 1n1t1al course of treatment IV ant1b1ot1cs to be done at
" the hosp1tal " C1rcle told The: Associated Press: S T e

o Gas tanker ﬂ1ps catches ﬁre in c1ty

- Gore sa1d numerous act1ons by Bush amounted toa pres1dent1al power grab and51n co"v

'The Myrtle Beach Sun—News

January 17, 2006

' HEADLINE Tuesday Globe - |
: ;ACROSS THE COUNTRY
- CALIFORNIA
- Pres1dent Ford in hospital with pneumonia L .
, Raneho’Mtrage | Eormer President 'Eord was undergoing treatment for pneumon1aMondayat the\‘f _:, -
- same facility where he was br1eﬂy hosp1tal1zed a month ago h1s ch1ef of staff sa1d He was sa1d L

' to be do1ng well.

‘Ford 92 was adm1tted Saturday to E1senhower Med1cal Center near h1s home in Rancho M1rage“_ SN
“in Southem California, Penny Circle said. : ' : ’

Ford was expected to be released from the hosp1tal Wednesday or Thursday, she sa1d

'."NEW YORK

New York | A tanker truck carrying thousands of gallons of gasohne overtumed and’ caught ﬁre

- on d majorcity highway Monday, blocking trafﬁc and 1nterrupt1ng serv1ce ona subway l1ne A R
',tower of dense smoke could be seen for m1les o : :

m1dday on the six-lane ‘Brooklyn- Queens Expressway, said J im Tuller a pohce ch1ef for the
borough of Queens : . . v v o

o ,""The dr1ver appeared to lose control and the truck flipped over he said. No other veh1cle was o
: _»'1nvolved and the acc1dent s cause was not 1mmed1ately known Tuller sa1d R

| DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Gore denounces Wh1te House w1retapping B

- Washzngton | Former Vice Pres1dent Al Gore used the Mart1n Luther ng Jr. nat1onal hol1day
~ .Monday to rebuke President Bush for authorizing warrantless ‘eavesdropping w1th1n the U S
‘ .chargmg the president W1th "breakmg the law repeatedly and 1ns1stently "




would go ahead as planned

‘a go along Repubhcan controlled Congress had led the natIon to a dangerous pomt BN
: "A presrdent who breaks the law isa threat to the very structure of our government ! Gore saId
o FLORIDA

R udge orders mental exam for teen suspect

R i ort Lauderdale | A Judge Monday ordered a psychologIcal examInatron for one of two teens ’_. j
arrested in the fatal beatIng ofa homeless man and a second beating that was v1deotaped by a’ - L
e ‘surverllance camera. . : . I

-.F ami',ly,fm’embers_ and their 'attorneys_negotiated the Sunday surrender of Br:i'an"‘I»-I_ooks, 18,and -
~ . Thomas S. Daugherty, 17, who had fled the state: They face murder charges in the death of o
- Norris Gaynor, 45, and aggravated battery charges in the v1deotaped beatIng of J acques PIerre '_ )

58, pohce Capt. M1chael Gregory saId Sunday
~ AROUND THE WORLD
" PAKISTAN

Leaders demand apology for deadly a1rstr1ke . '

L “',Peshawar | Pak1stan s ruhng party on Monday demanded an apology for an alleged CIA a1rstr1ke

that killed at least 17 people, but the country s prIme m1n1ster said his tr1p to the U S. th1s Week

: {PrIme M1n1ster Shaukat Aziz and h1s ruhng Pak1stan Mus11m League Q on Monday condemned

: the alleged U.S. airstrike on a village near the Afghan border which 1nte111gence ofﬁcrals have S

' saId targeted al- QaIda s No 2 leader Ayman al- ZawahrI

'AZIZ saId he was still scheduled to leave Tuesday for the UnIted States where he saId he would
talk about securIty issues but also meet busmess leaders to encourage foreIgn Investment

i ‘_’ VATICAN CITY

‘Pope moums rise in anti-semitism

‘Pope Benedrct XVI meeting w1th Rome's chIef rabb1 Monday, expressed paIn and worry over-

outbreaks of antI Semitism i in the world and called on J ews and ChrIstIans to wage a un1ted battle - ' -

. agaInst hate

,Waves of v101ence and vandahsm targeting Jews have hit Europe in the past few years Last T o

: week worshIppers ina Moscow synagogue were: attacked by a man w1th a kmfe

Bened1ct d1d not mentron spec1ﬁc occurrences of ant1 Sem1t1sm in hlS speech to greet Rabe : e




R1ccardo D1 >‘S"jegni ln an-audience’at,the Vat1can |

3 '_“,The rabbiled adele‘gati‘on'from Rome's_'J eWish cor'nmunity,’one of the_‘oldest: in theworld S

o Amerlcan plane crashes into sea, pllot ejects o

_ ’T okyo | An American F-15 "Eagle" fighter'jet crashed into the sea near Oklnawa Island early th1s
“morning. The pllot ej¢ ected and was rescued W1th only minor 1njur1es Amerrcan m1htary ofﬁcrals :

. _‘sa1d

C -The plane Went down around off the coast of Ikerj ima, part of the Okmawa 1sland cha1n durmg a-'
L routine training mission, according to a statement issued by U.S. Air Force ofﬁ01als on Kadena
:‘_/Arr Base The' crash occurred about 55 m11es northeast of the base i SRR B

'The statement sa1d the cause of the crash Was under mvestrgatron The prlot's name Was not o
released. - : :

B :f'LfIB-ERIA
- : -Slrleaf sworn in as first African female leader -

/

" . Monrovia | Africa's ﬁrst elected female head of state, Ellen Johnson Slrleaf was sworn'in- - -

*Monday as Liberia's president, promising a "fundamental break" with the West Afncan natlon S ,‘ e

‘f“V1olent past and pledgmg to rebuild.
With US. Navy Warsh1ps offshore for the ﬁrst time s since the c1V11 war's end two years ago, and o
first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand in a show of support

o the moment was met W1th thunderous applause from thousands of guests

‘_From W1re reports -




Ottawa Citizen -
January 17,2006 - ‘ - :
HEADLINE Liberian pres1dent VOWSs to rebulld Wlll take 'dec1s1ve steps to move on: from war ey
.BYLINE The Dally Telegraph SR A L

| MONROVIA L1ber1a The ﬁrst worrian to win a pres1dent1al electlon in Afnca took power in A

L1ber1a yesterday, pledglng to rebulld her war-shattered country

B Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf was 1naugurated in Monrov1a None of the c1ty s bullet scarred e

- bulldlngs were ﬁt to hold the ceremony, SO d1gn1tar1es gathered in the open air, i

Among those mlnghng beside the battered leg1slat1ve bulldlng were South Afncan Pres1dent L

Thabo Mbeki, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce and U S. Pres1dent George W Bush' k o |
wrfe Laura Bush. . v . . '

Mrs J ohnson Srrleaf who defeated George Weah, the former soccer player in last year H e

S election, said her government would "take dec1s1ve steps to address the: problems that have for S

decades stunted our progress

Fourteen years of c1vrl war in Lrberla clarmed perhaps 250, 000 lives, erght per cent of the

population. The kllhng ended in 2003 and 15, 000 Unlted Natlons peacekeepers now enforce an: Es

- uneasy calm g

Mrs J ohnson S1rleaf 67, is the first presrdent in L1ber1a s recent h1story to have clear
1nternat10nal support ‘ o




" The W1ch1ta Eagle (Kansas) , T TR RIE Nt S-S
© January17,2006 Tl BRI
’HEADLINE Iraq rules nearly all of ballots are valld ' e

BAGHDAD Iraq - Irag's electoral commission ruled Monday that more than 99 percent of the L
* ballots from the Dec. 15 parlramentary elect1ons are val1d opening the Way for a new:
government to start coming together. o : s :

| “Also Monday, 1nsurgents h1d1ng ina roadside farmhouse ambushed a pol1ce patrol northeast of ’ ; g 1 ERRRE

Baghdad, killing five officers and a- ch1ld and wounding 19 people, police officials- said. A

L bomb1ng a1med ata convoy of American police advisers in'the capital caused one death

Two Amerlcan soldiers were also killed when the1r AH 64 Apache hel1copter crashed north of
vBaghdad apparently after be1ng shot down by 1nsurgents S s

Europeans increase pressure on Iran
LONDON -- Brrtam France and Germany stepped up pressure agarnst Iran and 1ts nuclear L -
ambitions Monday, announcing that they will press for an emergency meeting of the © RSRERIs:
International Atomic Energy Agency i in two- weeks as a prelude to brmgmg Iran before the L

g ,Unrted Nations Secur1ty Councrl ’ ; o

, But the meet1ng, hastily organized over the weekend, produced no unanimous statements; in an
o apparent sign of lingering reluctance by Russia and China to apply addrtronal pressure qurckly on S

= Iran a country with which both have important commercial t1es ‘

>

5 '_L.iberi'a'sWear’s‘_in‘ Africa's 'ﬁrst _female head?of state' =

puca

MONROVIA, Liberia - Africa's first elected female head of state Ellen Johtison Srrleaf was

“sworn in Monday as wat-battered Liberia's new president, promising a "ﬁlndamental break" w1th S

"-_the West: Afr1can natlon s violent past and pledg1ng to rebu1ld

vW1th U. S. Navy warships offshore for the first time since the c1V1l war's end two years ago and

_first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand i in.a show of support '_ S

the moment was met Wlth thunderous applause from thousands’ of guests.



" The Times (London) -
-.January 17,2006
. HEADLINE F1rst lady of Afnca is sworn in

'Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf was. sworn in as Afnca s first female pres1dent yesterday, pledgmg to heal

\_the Wounds from 14 years of brutal c1v1l war in L1ber1a

i The Harvard-educated econom1st left herself jailed- for protest1ng aga1nst excess1ve government

C '-spend1ng, touched on her own experience of the violence in her inatigural speech

e

‘ "I recall the 1nhuman1ty of conﬁnement the terror of attempted rape and the ostrac1sm of ex1le " B

-+ she told a crowd of several thousand. Scores of international dignitaries also attended the' event,

S among them the US Secretary of State, Condoleezza R1ce and the First Lady, Laura Bush
‘ "It is t1me to come together to heal and rebu1ld our nat1on

‘ "We W1ll make the ch1ldren smile again...we cannot“We will ndt "‘We must not »ffail' W

L1ber1a lost a quarter ofa m1ll1on people before 15 000 peacekeepers ended the conﬂ1ct 1n 2003.:':"‘ L

Mrs J ohnson—S1rleaf a former World Bank consultant beat the former Chelsea football player o

George Weah In arun- off for the pres1dency




B San J ose Mercury News

~Januaty 17, 2006- . ' ”
HEADLINE: Liberia swears in female presrdent :
SIRLEAF VOWS TO UNITE WAR-RAVAGED NATION
BYLINE Hans Nrchols Assocrated Press

s "__,Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf pledged a " fundamental break" w1th Lrberra s vrolent Ppast as she was’

sworn in Monday as president, carving her name mto h1story as Afrrca S ﬁrst elected female head L
‘of state. : o S L

, ',Weanng a tradrtronal Afrrcan headdress Sirleaf took the oath of ofﬁce ina ceremony attended o
by thousands of Liberians and scores of foreign d1gn1tar1es 1nclud1ng ﬁrst lady Laura Bush and o
* 'Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. = - : : . = SOy

. We know that your vote was a vote for change a Vote for peace secur1ty and We have B
»heard you loudly, Srrleaf said in her 1naugural speech Sy

“We recogmze th1s change isnota change for change s sake buta fundamental break w1th the I
} past, therefore requiring that we take a bold and dec1s1ve steps to’ address the problems that have ”
for decades stunted our progress she said.. ' : : : g s

- ‘Standrng in- front of a one- starred Lrberran ﬂag wrth her left hand ona Brble S1rleaf pledged to c
~Vfaithfully, conscientiously and impartially discharge the duties and functions of the ofﬁce of
' 'pres1dent of the Republic of L1ber1a to the best of my abrlrt1es o) help e God M :

, Women around the world are watching, and they re proud ¢ of her;" Bush told reporters after the o
' mauguratron ceremony as she ﬂew to Ghana to contrnue her four day stay on the contment ‘

; '_Bush was the formal head of the U.S. delegatron but 1t was che who was greeted w1th loud
' hoots of approval by the crowd durmg 1ntroduct10ns ' : -

a The people of Liberia are very, very proud of Dr. che 'Bush sa1d not1ng that the: natron was

"founded by Afrrcan-Amencans and that several of Lrberra s first pres1dents were bom in the .
'Umted States i R

:81rleaf takes charge of a nation strugglmg for peace after a quarter-century of coups and war, and
: she has prom1sed to unite it. . _ : AR

Speakmg for the first time as pres1dent she also pledged to stamp out corruptron to secure the L
o trust of. skeptrcal forelgn donors whose aid'is desperately needed to reburld R T

' ‘.In a statement UN. Secretary—General Koﬁ Annan congratulated S1rleaf saymg ‘she had a

o : hrstonc mandate to lead the nation toward a future of last1ng peace and stabrlrty Mo

| Securrty was t1ght at Monday s ceremony, w1th armed U N peacekeepers surveyrng the scene [




‘" s wrth b1noculars from atop surroundmg bulldmgs

The Un1ted Natrons has redeployed 5 OO peacekeepers prevrously statloned outs1de the capltal to e

strategic points in Monrovia and the 1nternat1onal a1rport Liberian pol1ce though unarrned have R

: ‘also Increased- the1r presence on the streets..

Two U. S. Navy warshrps also were V1s1ble offshore for the first time since the war ended 1n
— ‘2003 ‘arare show of support also meant to protect Bush and Rice. -~ -

- Slrleaf Wlll serve a six-year. terrn as head of Afnca s oldest republ1c founded by freed UsS: slaves ' e
“in 1847, The country has known little but war, however, since a rebel group-led by Charles '
- 'Taylor plunged the country into chaos, 1nvad1ng from ne1ghbor1ng Ivory: Coast in 1989

| Taylor became pres1dent in 1997 but stepped down and was ex1led to N1ger1a as part of the 2003 |

- peace deal brokered as rebels pressed on the capital. He is now wanted on war-crimes charges by -

- . aU.N:-backed war-crimes court in Sierra Leone for his role in backlng a brutal rebel group o
R dunng that country's 1991 2002 c1v1l war. SR ;




" The Mirror

" January 17, 2006

. HEADLINE: ELLEN'S THE FIRST LADY ;_- n
fBYLINE Alhson Martln ;

'LIBERIAN pres1dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf looks solemn as she inspects hnes of pohce after
o be1ng sworn in yesterday as Afnca s ﬁrst clected female head of state .

X ohnson Slrleaf 67 vowed a "fundamental break" w1th the Afncan natlon s war-torn past in her‘l‘
: 1naugura1 speech ’ S T R

Amencan S Flrst Lady Laura Bush and. Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce were among guests" :
i at the ceremony in Monrovra : : ot




s"‘HERALDSUN L e
"'Januaryl8 2006 Ao - . .
HEADLINE: Women rule, no fem1n1sts L BT e T
BYLINE Babette Francls SR ” P A :

THE electlon of women as leaders in Chlle L1ber1a and Germany may cause. fem1msts to
rmagme an era where they wrll be standrng toe to toe w1th the1r male enemies on the world stage.

The fantasy has even been fuelled by the promot1on of Geena Davrs to. US Presrdent in the
televrslon series Commander in Ch1ef : o s

' Dav1s 18 seen asa Hollywood prelude to H1llary Clrnton s run for the Whrte House

: But the fem1n1st euphoria in thinking women can solve all the world's problems could be
_ shortllved We have had many female prlme ministers and pres1dents in the past

There was Bntarns "Iron Lady" Margaret Thatcher Israel's Golda Meir, Ind1a s Ind1ra Gandhi,
Sn Lanka' s Slnmavo Bandaranaike and Bena21r Bhutto of Paklstan

None was noted for advancmg the fem1n1st cause

’ Indeed Thatcher was loathed by the s1sterhood most of whom could barely acknowledge she
was: female L i _ ‘ . .

' »"Grocer's daughter"‘ was the epithet hurled at her, with the emphasis on grocer. -
* ‘Why are fem1n1sts such profess1onal snobs‘7 :

o One Nation' s Pauline Hanson: was repeatedly descnbed as runmng a fish- and- ch1p shop as 1f that,
- was her main credent1al | S . , ,

b v_ ,Of the new t1tleholders Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany is conservatrve and 1ntent on »
o repa1r1ng Germany s relatronshlp with that bete noir. of fem1n1sts President George W Bush

She worked at one trme asa barmard in the former East Germany to put herself through
- umvers1ty, reJ ect1ng both communrsm and feminism as dogma :

, L1ber1a s Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf aims to e11m1nate the corruption plagu1ng her poverty-
’stncken country : : '

: Her 1nauguratron was attended by US First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza .
iy R1ce : ~ . P : -

- Th1s is not exactly a fem1n1st scenario.

: The only presrdent who ﬁts the fem1n1st mould appears to be M1chelle Bachelet of Chile.



: Smgle mum, soc1a11st-marx1st and former polltlcal pnsoner during the P1nochet regrme she may .
, ,‘mdeed advance the fem1n1st cause. - -

=

But will that make the women of Ch1le any happ1er‘7 Are women anywhere in the world happ1er

: _’because of fem1n1sm‘7 .

Kate O'Be1me a US Natlonal Review colummst has anew book Women Who Make the World =
Worse This is a serious examination of 30-plus years of fem1n1st policies. :

s O'Belme recounts the hypocrlsy of powerful fem1n1st leaders during the Cllnton years -- B1ll
- that is. , =

'She compared them to battered spouses w1lllng to endure any hum111atlon so long as they d1dn'
ﬂ lose the1r man - : :

‘ "As long as Bill Cl1nton supported abortion nghts afﬁrmat1ve action, and federal ch11d care, it

E 'td1dn't matter that he was a sexual predator," she writes.

o Fem1n1sm far from promot1ng the happiness and well-be1ng of women and soc1ety, has 1nstead :
) left great swathes of melancholy in its wake. -

. :O'Belme mentlons one large study of well-be1ng data on lOO OOO Amerlcans and Bntons from
' the early l970s to the late l990s ~ Sl :

It found that wh1le UsS men had grown happ1er women were 20 per cent less happy

: The s0- called "women s movement" was ‘and is a misnomer. Fem1n1sts honestly belleve they
speak for all women: "] thmk this way, I am a woman, I represent all women '

- Th1s is nonsense.

In 1984 feminist Bella Abzug conﬁdently pred1cted the victory of the Walter Mondale—
“Geraldine Ferraro ticket as "women . . join.across all rac1al social, and regional l1nes in stark
oppos1t1on to Pres1dent Reagan and h1s pollc1es '

R , Women voted for the Ronald Reagan t1cket over Mondale Ferraro by 56 per cent per cent to 44
per cent. : : : :

o Fem1n1sts now claim that they were never aga1nst marriage and famlly Currently they are all for ;
same-sex. marnage and lesbian families. : _ -

.’v‘\.BUT in 1971, Ms magazine founder Robin Morgan called marriage "a- slavery-hke pract1ce - we "
E cannot destroy inequities between men and women until we destroy mamage ’ L S

: Germame Greer recommended all women leave the1r husbands in search of more satisfying



| - . v rambhng orgamc structures". Seaweed perhaps?

Loglc isnota femlmst strong pomt and Kate O'Belrne s book isa useful reahty check for those .

anticipating a feminist commander in ch1ef



, our t1me

- Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pennsylvania)

January 18,2006 Wednesday- ‘
HEADLINE: CHIEFS WHO HAPPEN TO BE WOMEN LIBERIA CHILE GERMANY
FIN LAND -- ARE FEMALE LEADERS A GLOBAL TREND? SN

: L1ber1a s Ellen J ohnson-Sirleaf was 1naugurated in Monrov1a on Monday as Aftrica's ﬁrst elected
- woman president. First lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice were there

representlng the Un1ted States. The L1ber1an crowds sang, "Th1s is our time, oh mama thisis -

-

On Sunday M1chelle Bachelet an agnostlc a former ped1atr1c1an and a s1ngle mother was

elected the first female president of Chile with 53: 5 percent of the votes She has pledged to fill

half her Cabinet w1th women m1n1sters B

- Last week, Angela Merkel Germany s first woman chancellor was in Washlngton exchanglng

differing views with President- Bush on torture at Guantanamo and the Iraq war. This week Ms. -

* Merkel goes to Moscow to meet with Russia's iron-fist-in-velvet- glove pres1dent Vladimir V.
‘Putin. She will undoubtedly tell Mr. Putin just exactly what she and the Germans think about h1s
ﬁddllng around w1th Western Europe's natural gas’ supply to squeeze the Ukra1n1ans :

 What does all this mean? Is there a common thread? Were the recent developments in L1ber1a
" and Chile part of some rite-of-spring chick- fest‘7 Or are they'a normal result of the increasing

pamcrpatron of women in the political process across the world? We note once again the calm
voice 0f Palestine parliamentary candidate Hanan Ashrawi as elections approach there. Orisit

L s1mply a functron of the un1que evolutron of polltrcs in each of these separate const1tuenc1es‘7 S

L To the degree that one beheves that people vote on the basis of gender, a woman cand1date has ,
~the possibility of gaining the votes of slightly more than half the population on that basis. On the
~ other hand, it is also possible that a woman cand1date m1ght not get the votes of half the
: populat1on on the basis of her gender : : '

Into the pot must go also the» recent presidential electionvin-Finland. There, the incumbent -

- candidate, Finland's first woman president, Tarja Halonen, 62, did not sweep the 50 percent-plus

of the votes to win victory and a second term in the first round of voting Sunday. But she did

" finish first among the cand1dates and some voters gave as a reason for voting | for her Ms

Halonen s maternal image.

Look1ng further at the Finland situation, the pres1dent's cr1t1cs say she is sometlmes stubborn and

quick to anger Men' aren't, right?

The other classic comment on women, sometimes put forward in-the United States as a reason

‘not to put a female pinkie on the nuclear trigger, is that they are unpredictable. How is a woman -

more unpredictable than a man in his mid-60s who leaves his wife of 40 years because he has ‘

Just discovered that they are: 1ncompat1ble‘7

' In‘looking at this subj ect_ in the current context, each country's circumstances are di‘ffe‘rent;



~ Liberia had had ‘almost non-stop war since Master Sgt. Samuel K. Doe overthirew President
‘William R Tolbert Jr, in a coup in 1980. Liberia is even now plagued by young men with guns.

- In the legislative contests that accompanied the first round of Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf's victory late
- last year such gems from the past as warlord Prince Johnson -- who' tortured then President Doe
. to death in 1990 starting by cutting off his ears with a V1deo camera runnmg -- won a seat in the -

L -’parl1ament

- Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf's principal opponent was soccer star George Weah, 39. Tt is easy to see.

. ~how Liberian voters might choose Ms. Johnson, 67, a former World Bank economics expert,

over another young man with few if any qual1ﬁcat1ons for the pres1dency, for her maturlty and
matemal 1mage to start w1th : : :

M1chelle Bachelet in Chile was elected in part as the candldate of the center-left coalltlon

parties who have governed the country since it voted out the government of Gen. Augusto

Pinochet in 1990. On the other hand, she stands for quite a lot on her own bat and is really quite

special. She is an agnostic in a country that is 89 percent Catholic. She s single, withone =~

- .daughter born out of wedlock. She was tortured and exiled by the Pinochet govermnent Her -
father died in prison at their hands. She served as minister of health and minister of defense in
preceding govermnents She studied medicine in East Germany and had lived in the United

' States as a ch1ld ‘She is scheduled to be inaugurated as pres1dent of Ch1le on March 11..

' So is there any message in the Liberian and Chilean expenences for Amerlcans movmg up on
 presidential elections in 2008, with the two principal parties' candidate-selection campa1gns
“beginning to loom up this year? The obvious name that leaps to mind is that of Sen. Hillary
- Clinton. Her husband, former President Bill Clinton, bats down speculation that he might be-a
- candidate to-succeed Kofi Annan as secretary-general of the United Nations, pointing out that the
"post has traditionally not been occup1ed by a citizen of a country that is a permanent member of
“the U.N. Security Council. The second obvious point, raised by discussion.of the first, is his."
- wife's p01itical situation. o

It is certamly no secret that Sen. Cl1nton wants to-run for president on the Democrat1c t1cket The
fact that she, like Liberia's President Johnson-Sirleaf and Chile's president-elect Bachelet isa
“*woman will be one element in her prospects for the Democratic nomination, and, if acquired,
prospects to be elected pres1dent Her success in that regard will be something alto gether
different and will be based on the: American people's assessment of her qualifications to govern
'the country, not unlike L1ber1a s and Ch1le s Judgments of Ms J ohnson—S1rleaf and Ms. Bachelet.

Ellen J ohnson-S1rleaf offers every poss1b1l1ty of being just what L1ber1a needs at this po1nt in 1ts "
B difficult recent history. Michelle Bachelet looks just right for Chile at this point in time, a '
‘modern | person as president of a modern country. Both are unique products of their countrles
recent experience. That they are women may help, but is not much more than that, in my view.



. . THE AUSTRALIAN
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HEADLINE: Thanks Laura, but no thanks

; MONROVIA Not even a vote of conﬁdence from Laura Bush can change US Secretary of
L State Condoleezza Rice's mmd about running for pre51dent in 2008

. Before leavmg for an African trip with Dr Rice, the First Lady predlcted the US soon would have
a female pre51dent —-a Repubhcan and maybe even Dr Rice. - “ :

N }"I thmk it will happen for sure," she sa1d about a woman in the Oval Ofﬁce

~In the year since becoming Secretary of State Dr R1ce has repeatedly dlsmlssed the notion of
running for the Repubhcan nomination to succeed her current boss, Pre51dent George W. Bush.

o Asked about the First Lady s comments ahead of thelr attendance at the mauguratlon of Liberia's
« President Ellen J ohnson-Slrleaf Dr Rice laughed and good naturedly answered the recurring
questlon about her prospects for president in 2008. No, she said, for the umpteenth time.

) "Obv1ously it's ﬂattermg when people say thmgs like that. The First Lady is not only a terrific
~‘person, she's my friend. And I was honoured that she said that, of course. She's a wonderful

. person,”" Dr Rice said. "But I've spoken to this. Iknow what I'm good at, I know What L want to -
. do and that's not it : i :

" How about v1ce-pre51dent? N
"The twi are the same," she said with a grin and a shake'of herhead.

- Although po11t1cal pundits have been licking their chops at a po551ble match- up ofh'er and
Democratic senator Hillary Chnton in the 2008 presrdentral electlon Dr Rice has said she has

other vocations in mmd

The former provost of Stanford Un1vers1ty has said she would 11ke to return to academla or,.as an’
ardent American football fan, possibly become commlsswner of the. Nat10nal Football League

,' For her part Mrs Bush was left wondermg whether she had tnggered a pol1t1cal stampede for Dr
~Rice by her comments : 2

T'm probably gomg to have to take over her correspondence department when she getsall the
letters " Mrs Bush said. - : : :




. Agence France Presse -- Enghsh
©. January 18,2006 - N
T HEADLINE After Liberia and Ch1le could US elect 2 woman pre51dent‘7

A Amerlcans are gettmg used to the. 1dea of be1ng led by a.female. pres1dent with political
. .observers dream1ng of a showdown between Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Senator .
H1llary Clinton i in the 2008 election. - : ~ i
If polls, a telev151on show about a female pres1dent and 4 pred1ct1on by F1rst Lady Laura Bush
dre any i 1nd1cat1on Americans appear w1ll1ng to follow L1ber1a and Ch1le in elect1ng their first.
' woman pres1dent » :

: Before attend1ng the pres1dent1al 1nauguratlon of L1ber1a s Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf, Africa's ﬁrst
+ elected female pres1dent Laura Bush pred1cted last week that a woman would lead the United
States someday soon ' :

E 55'"I th1nk it w1ll happen for sure," she said, addlng that it w1ll occur "probably in the next few
‘ terms of the pres1dency in the Un1ted States." :

. Reallty may 1m1tate art in 2008 "Commander in Chief," which stars Geena Dav1s asthe first
- female president, became a hit television senes after appeanng last year, Davis won a Golden
'Globe for her role on Monday. .- :

A recent Gallup poll for USA Today and CNN showed that 70 percent of Amerlcans sa1d they
': would probably vote for a woman in 2008 ‘ .

‘But before Cllnton and R1ce can battle for the ultlmate power seat in the Oval Office, they would -
'vhave to become the ﬁrst women to win the nom1nat10n of the top two Amerlcan polltlcal part1es <

s .'Republlcans and Democrats have yet to ple a'woman as'a Wh1te House nominee, although
~ Geraldine Ferraro was the Democratic vice presidential candidate during Walter Mondale's failed
) 'pres1dent1al b1d in1984.-And Ellzabeth Dole tned but falled to w1n the Repubhcan nomination
‘ :for pres1dent in 2000 o : ; _ -

R =Laura Bush has already made ‘her view on the subJ ect known She told CNN last week that Rice
would be a great Repubhcan candidate to succeed her husband, Pres1dent George W. Bush who
wraps up ‘the ﬁrst year of his. second term on Friday. :

- "Td love to see her run. She's terr1ﬁc she said of Rlce. R

lece however has said she does not want to run for pres1dent

' Cllnton who has led potentlal Democratlc cand1dates in oplnlon polls has yet to declare her
: 1ntent10ns : :




Although neither has said she wrll run for pres1dent polltrcal observers are already pmmg fora
battle between the two powerful women, '

Dick Morris, a former adv1ser to Clmton s husband, pres1dent Blll Clrnton co- wrote a book titled |

. ’,"Condl VS. H1llary The Next Great Pres1dent1al Race."

The book i 1mag1nes a polltlcal duel between "two h1ghly accompllshed women partlsans of
oppos1te parties, media superstars and qu1ntessent1ally 21st- century female leaders

~~ To Morris, only Rice has the potent1al to reach across the pohtlcal spectrum to stop Chnton from
. w1nn1ng the 2008 electlon ’

| : Whlle R1ce s boss saw his popularlty rat1ng plunge last year the chief US d1plomat rema1ned a
T popular government figure. o

Aﬁer Johnson S1rleafs 1nauguratlon and Chilean pres1dent -elect Michelle Bachelet's elect1on BN
victory this week, it is becommg easier to imagine the Un1ted States be1ng led by awoman,

= analysts sa1d

-

. "It's perfectly possrble " sa1d Stephen Hess, a George Washlngton Un1vers1ty professor

'."We re talking on a week in wh1ch a woman pres1dent was 1naugurated in Afrrca and awoman = J
~ was elected in Lat1n Amer1ca so this is not any longer so un1que " Hess sa1d ' o

' "Here polls show that gender doesn't really make that much drfference anymore " he added

i Women have made garns in the US political landscape, although the Un1ted States rema1ns inthe

63rd spot worldwide i in terms of female 1eg1slat1ve representatlon

bThere are 69 women in the 435- member US House of Representatrves and 14 female senators in’
f the 100 member Senate. E -

Clinton has an edge over Rice because she has won ‘an electron whlle the secretary of state has
never run for ofﬁce Hess sa1d : o

« "The odds are greater that it would be Hlllary rather than Cond1 " he said. "You would have togo - |
“very far to find a president of the Un1ted States who hadn't been elected to some previous office.".



- Associated Press
.. January 18,2006 . : L
HEADLINE: Africa's first woman leader VOWS change e
BYLINE Hans N1chols MONROVIA -

ELLEN J ohnson Slrleaf was sworn in yesterday as war-battered L1ber1a s new pres1dent
‘ She carved her name 1nto h1story as Aﬁ1ca s ﬁrst elected female head of state

Ms S1rleaf repeated the oath: of office read to her by L1ber1an Supreme Court Chlef J ust1ce Henry
' Reed Cooper in an inauguration ceremony attended by thousands of c1v111ans and scores of

o d1plomats -dignitaries and other Aﬁ‘lcan leaders

" She prom1sed a "fundamental break" with the west Aﬁ1can natlon s v1olent past and pledged to
‘rebulld : : :

o Wlth U S Navy warsh1ps offshore for the first time since the civil war's. end two years ago and
“U.S. First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand 1n a rare show of
‘ support the moment was met w1th thunderous applause : » :

1_"It is.time, for us regardless of our polltlcal afﬁllatlons or persuas1ons to come together to heal
. and rebu11d our nation," Ms S1rleaf 67, sa1d i

»Un1ted Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan offered congratulatlons saymg Ms Slrleaf hada
"historic mandate to lead the nation toward a future of lastlng peace and stab111ty

| Founded by freed Amer1can slaves in 1847 L1ber1a was prosperous and peaceful for more than a
century, bolstered by abundant t1mber and: dlamond wealth ; :

'Back to-back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 brought the country to its knees kllhng 200 OOO
people and d1splac1ng half the tiny nation's populatlon of 3 million. . :
_',Today, not even the capltal has running water or.electricity. The r1ch rely on generators the poor
-on candles. Unemployment is at 80 per cent. "We have all suffered. The 1nd1v1dual sense of

. deprlvatlon is‘immense," "Ms Slrleaf said. She called for pat1ence

"The task of réconstructing our devastated economy is awesome ., for wh1ch there w1ll be no
.~ quick fix, yet we have the potent1al to promote a healthy economy in which, L1ber1ans and
' 1ntematronal 1nvestors can prosper "she sa1d ' :

Soccer star George Weah who lost the November run- off was backed by most of the country s

top warlords and factlon leaders ‘He grudgmgly accepted defeat and attended the mauguratlon :



Deseret Morning News ( Salt Lake C1ty)
January. 18, 2006 ,

- HEADLINE: A mllestone in Liberia

o BYLINE Deseret Morning News editorial

Libena always has had a special relationship w1th the Unlted States Settled by former U S

slaves in the 19th century and established under a constitution similar to the one in th1s country, |

~itwasa peaceful haven in Western Africa until only a few decades ago.

Now it is struggling to overcome years of c1v1l strife that has left it devastated and 1mpover1shed
‘And it has elected Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as president. She is the first female head of state ever on ”
the African continent, and she represents the best chance for peace in Liberia and the region in
»many years. ;

It was encouraging to see both Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and first lady Laura Bush
- attend Sirleaf's inauguration this week. But that shouldn't be the end of U.S. involvement in -
‘Liberia. The successful rejuvenation of Liberian democracy 1s 1mportant to the region and -
Sirleaf faces many challenges : :

After 14. -years of c1V1l war, Liberia is so impoverished that even the nation's capital city, - -
Monrovia, does not have electricity. The nation's unemployment rate, according to the
Assoc1ated Press, is 80 percent. Meanwhile, people loyal to the former dlctator Charles Taylor
still are around. Some of them serve in the nation's legislature ' ‘

Sirleaf‘s election opponent was a former soccer star who was backed by warlords and other
strong men who prefer the v1olent methods that have terrorized the nation for years ’

FOrtunately, she won the election by a landslide. But the 100,000 or so former soldiers who_ .
agreed last year to lay down arms may not be content to wander the streets jobless for long.

For now, 15,000 U.N. soldiers remain in Liberia to keep the peace. No one can be sure what -
would happen to the nation if those troops left, but it ought to be clear that only through peace -
and the rule of law can the nation regain its footing and begin to prosper once again, The United
States should do all it can to facilitate that prosper1ty, 1nclud1ng forgiving loans granted and
subsequently misspent under prévious regimes. ' : : -

Liberia's unique relationship w1th the United States is underscored by Sirleaf's own past. She Was
educated at Harvard, where she earned a master's degree in public administration in 1971. But to

do so, she had to take odd jobs performing Janitorial duties and waiting tables -- work that placed

her on a par w1th many 1mpover1shed black women both in 1971 and today

Her rise fo power through an election is a huge step forward for Africa as a whole. If she

“succeeds in pulling Liberia out of its darkest years, she could spread a welcome age of peace and .

prosper1ty to other nations as well.



‘Winston-Salem Journal (Winston Salem, NC) -
January 18, 2006 ‘
HEADLINE WELL WORTH THE TRIP

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce and Laura Bush, the first lady, sent a strong and needed :
- _message of U.S. support for Liberia as they attended the 1naugurat10n of Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf as -
' the Liberian pre51dent Monday. : : :

After all_,.the country was founded by freed slaves from America, and many Liberians Who‘ fled
» its bloodshed of recent years now live in the Triad and elsewhere in this eountry.

| Liberians, and their Supporters worldwide, are hoping that Sirleaf's le.adersh.ivp will bring lastiﬁg
-peace. And Rice and Bush, like other women the world over; must have felt a bit of Well-Justlﬁed
‘ pr1de in.the fact that Sirleaf is the ﬁrst elected female head of state in Afrlca

~GRAPHIC: AP PHOTQ :
(Rice and Laura Bush)



TOWNSVILLE BULLETIN -
January 18, 2006

. HEADLINE Op ed (Real) g1rl power Women leaders take b1g slice of control ‘

- Elected women have played 1mportant roles on the world stage for more than a quarter-century --,] : ‘ o

leaders .

IT'Sa touch too ﬂ1ppant to descr1be 1t as the dawn1ng of anew era of g1rl power -- but that'
exactly what it is. : ‘

‘W1th the swearing-in of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as L1ber1an president and the weekend victory of |

M1chelle Bachelet in Chile, a new generation. of’ women are claiming a hold on N power as. world -

including such iron-fisted figures as Indian prime m1n1ster Ind1ra Gandhi and Brrtaln S -

’__.forrnldable Margaret Thatcher.

. In Europe and Asia, the Americas and New Zealand ‘women of the left and r1ght have held ofﬁce :

at the head of states and governments -- but many cut lone ﬁgures ona polltlcal scene

’ l'overwhelmmgly dominated by men.

| The srmultaneous arrival of Bachelet, 54 as Chlle S ﬁrst woman leader and S1rleaf 67 as
- Africa's first elected woman head of state, suggests that a new trend may’ be atwork. .

In Europe the last few months saw Angela Merkel emerge as Gerrnany s first woman chancellor; =
~while Finland's Tarja Halonen looked set for re- elect1on as pre51dent follow1ng a strong first-

round perforrnance at the weekend.

Women presidents already hold ofﬁce in Ireland and LatV1a wh1le a woman, Segolene Royal

~ has emerged as the clear frontrunner to be the opposition Soc1a11st Party's candldate in France s

2007 pres1dent1al elections.

In Asia, several strong women leaders have emerged in the past five years -- President Gloria

- Arroyo of the Philippines, Begum Khaleda Zia, elected prime minister of Muslim-majority

Bangladesh for a second time in 2001, and Prime Minister Helen Clark, who has govemed New

o _Zealand since 1999

Megawat1 Sukarnoputrl was pres1dent of Indonesia, the world's largest Mushm nation, from
2001 to 2004, decades after her father Sukarno founded the republlc :

‘Even Affica, where women were long excluded from pohtrcal hfe currently has two female

** prime ministers: Maria do Carrno Silveira of Sao Tome et Pr1nc1pe and Luisa Drogo of
, Mozambrque : : '

‘In the United States, the prospect of a woman succeeding US President George W Bushisno

longer taboo, with both the Democrat H1llary Clmton and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce
seen as strong possrble contenders : :




) First Lady Laura Bush -- who led a h1gh level delegation to Liberia for Sirleaf's mauguratlon on -
"Monday -- has said that she expects to see a woman president of the United States within the
next decade. :

N | think it will happen for sure," Laura Bush told CNN television, immediately mentioning Rice
- when asked to suggest names. ' ' : ' '

‘Rice — whose election as a black woman would be a double 'ﬁrst'for» the country --‘has been |
repeatedly named in Republican circles as a possible candidate although she insists she. has no
White House ambitions. - :

‘, Laura Bush who was to continue to Ghana and Nigeria on ‘a tour focused on the work of
- African women, hailed Slrleaf a Harvard-educated former World Bank ofﬁc1al as’ a beacon of -
' hope for her sex.

: ."The centrepiece, really, of this trip is women's empoWerment with Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf as a
sh1n1ng example for all of us, for women around the world, not just women on her continent "
e Bush told reporters on her way to Liberia. '

- Worldwide, the number of women in politics is steadily rising, although they remain severely. -
underrepresented according to Karine Jabre, a Swiss researcher who has studied the place of
. women in parllaments since 1945. : ’

~Mn- 1995 Women made up 11.8 per cent of all lower houses of parhament r1s1ng to- 13 4 per. cent o
~in 2000 and 16.2 per cent in 2005," she said.

Desplte notable exceptlons such as the tough—minded Thatcher Jabre's study also suggested that -
. women 1in positions of power tended to put a greater priority on social issues than their male
counterparts

Sirleaf has argued that women have a central role to play in restoring hope to one of the world's
most failed states, ruined by 14 years of civil war. "The women of Liberia and the women of
Afrlca we must succeed and we will," she told the women who came to her’ 1nauguratlon
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