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s THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 17, 2001

' Dear Mr Chalrman

Thank you for your letter regardlng the sale
of U. S Sikorsky transport. helicopters. to
vTurkey I am pleased that we submitted our
notification of the sale to Congress on .
 December 15, following discussions between
senior Administration officials ‘and key
members of the Senate Forelgn Relatlons
:Commlttee : , » :

~As always, I greatly apprec1ate your strong
support for our security relatlonshlp w1th :
Turkey, a key NATO ally. Like you, I am
convinced that. our strateglc partnershlp with.
Turkey will become even more 1mportant as we
head into the 21°%° century 2 - :

- Sincerely,

The Honorable Jesse Helms IR S TR L
Chairman - - : Rk A T e e
-Commlttee on Forelgn Relatlons' : AL
' United States Senate

'Washlngton, D.C.. - 20510 6225
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’ . 'Mr Pre51dent

, Here we go again -- w1th yet another effort to impose a de facto embargo on U S.
‘ -,defense cooperation with Turkey. The latest attempt to derail the sale of transport
helicopters to Turkey has all of the hallmarks of what happened to the 1996 ship transfers.
. That is, the effort is being led by a few Senators and Congressmen, and I fear that your
- adm1n1strat10n is not domg enough to resolve thls issue. : '

I urge that you’ become personally mvolved Mr Pres1dent Your mtervent10n

e saved the House of Representatives from making a disastrous mistake on the so-called

~ "Turkish Gen001de" resolution, and I believe that your personal attention to this-matter
(which could cause far more damage to U.S. Turkrsh relatlons than any House resolutzon)

o 'could make a real dlfference

; Iknow that I do not need to descr1be to you what is at stake But your o
_ "admlmstratxon must understand that most of those who seek to stop the transport
~ helicopter sale are, in truth trying to derail all defense cooperation permanently. Some

- have claimed that these helicopters pose a human rights concern. But their refusal to -

- accept end-use momtormg stipulations in the l1cense that would have. resolved any
' p0551ble concerns suggests otherw1se -

Mr Pre31dent others have hnked the sale to Turkey S posmon on Cyprus While

o ,> we mtght agree with their concerns, we doubtless also would agree that this part1cular '

sale provides scant leverage,-and that this approach could prove counter-product1ve But
: surely the White House can secure some form of clarification from the Turkish

_  Government that it does not, in fact, regard the Cyprus issue as "resolved" and that
L Turkey remams comm1tted toa d1plomat10 process that may yet y1eld pos1t1ve results



o As for the rest I beheve that most of those who oppose the sale of tr sport v
o hehcopters are, 1n reahty, seeking to pre-empt the ﬁJture sale of combat hellcopters to
e Turkey -- a matter that has been more than five years in the negotiating. They are
_' vgambhng that Turkey will cancel the combat helicopter purchase if the transport
~ helicopter sale is not successfully notified. If your administration is too reticent to engage

- on this issue (and to prevail) then I fear that U.S. defense relations with Turkey willbe s
- rreparably damaged Our position in the Middle East will be substantially weakened, our - o

: ."_:_.ablllty to constrain Saddam Hussein put in question, and all manner of antl-terronsm
f' -~nonprol1ferat10n and related cooperatlon placed at I'lSk i e

I have assured the Turkish Govemment time and agam that there is

- :overwhelmmg support w1th1n the U.S. government for a strong defense relatlonshlp -The

~executive branch, at all levels, has done the same. We must make good on those

R assurances

, PleaSe M. President, lend your personal support to the successful Congressi‘hrral
. notlﬁcatlon of the transport helicopter sale. I stand ready to work on arly compromise to

- enable the sale to proceed and to pave the way for the larger combat hehcopter deal

S‘in‘cerely, 1 n

_ JESSEHELMS
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= _"_ Mr Presrdent

o Herc we go agam -- ,w1th yet another effort to unpose a de facto embargo on U S
R ;defense cooperation with Turkey. The latest attempt to derail the sale of transport g
. helicopters to Turkey has all of the hallmarks of what happened to the 1996 ship transfers
. That is, the effort is being led by a few Senators and Congressmen and I fear that your -
,admmlstratlon is not domg enough to resolve th:s issue. : '

i Iurge that you become personally mvolved Mr Presrdent You.r mterventron )
- _Vsaved the House of Representatives from makmg a disastrous mlstake on the so-called
- "Turkish Genocide" resolution, and I believe that your personal attention to this matter
- (which could cause far more darnage to U.S. -Turklsh relatrons than any House resolutzon)
e ‘could make a real dtfference | I

. I know that I do not need to descrrbe to you what is at stake But your
o adrmmstratlon must understand that most of those who seek to stop the transport ,
: hehcopter sale are, in truth, trying to derail all defense cooperation permanently Some
~ have claimed that these helicopters pose a human rights concern. But their refusal to
. accept end-use monitoring stipulations i in the ltcense that would have resolved any
Ty f"posmble concerns suggests otherw1se : £

: Mr Presrdent, others have linked the sale to Turkey ] posmon on Cyprus Whﬂe ‘
Cwe mrght agree with their concerns, we doubtless also would agree that this particular
sale provides scant leverage, and that this approach could prove counter-productwe But
. surely the White House can secure some form of clarification from the Turkish - ’
~ * Government that it does not, in fact, regard the Cyprus issue as "resolved” and that
- Turkey remams cornmrtted toa dlplornatrc process that may yet y1e1d posmve results

-
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As for the rest, I believe that most of those who oppose the sale of spoft" :

s helicopters are, in reality, seekmg to pre-empt the future: sale of combat hehcopters to

" Turkey -- a matter that has been more than five years in the negotiating. They : are
x_ ‘gamblmg that Turkey will cancel the combat helicopter purchase if the tranSport o

o helicopter sale is not successfully notified. If your administration is too reticent to engage S

~on this issue (and to prevail) then I fear that U.S. defense relations with Turkey will be B
irreparably damaged. Our position in the Middle East will be substantially weakened, our |
- ability to constrain Saddam Hussein put in questxon and all manner of antl-terronsm '
s nonprohferatlon, and related cooperation placed at risk. -

‘ Thave assured the Turkish Govemment txme and agam that there is ,

- overwhelming support within the U.S. government for a strong defense relatlonshlp The

- executive branch, at all levels, has done the same. ~We must make good on those
’assurances -

Please Mr. President, lend your personal support to the successful Congressional -

hotlﬁcatxon of the transport helicopter sale. I stand ready to work on any compromise to
. enable the sale to proceed, and to pave the way for the larger combat hehcopter deal

Sincerely,

S &

' JESSE HELMS
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

"Dear;Mr;"Chairman;

Thank you‘for QOur letter regarding thé'sale

- of U.S. Sikorsky transport hellcopters to:

3

Turkey. I am pleased that we submitted our
notification of the sale to Congress on
December 15, following discussions between
senior Administration off1c1als and - key
members of the Senate Forelgn Relatlons
Committee. -

As always, I greatly apprec1ate your strong
support for our securlty relatlonshlp with
- Turkey, a key NATO ally Like you, I am -
convinced that our strateglc partnershlp with -
4Turkey will 'become even more 1mportant as we
head 1nto the 21“ century ' ‘

Slncerely[

The Honorable Jesse Helms
Chairman B o
Committee on Forelgn Relatlons o
United States Senate . -
‘Washlngton, D.C. 20510- 6225



Yo UESSE HELMS, NORTH CAROI.INA. CHAIRMAN Yhe i ! . oo » (Dst

F RICHARD G. LUGAR, INDIANA . o ‘JOSEPHR BIDEN, JR., DELAWARE

-CHUCK HAGEL, NEBRASKA PAUL S. SARBANES, MARYLAND
- * GORDON H. SMITH, OREGON . CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, CONNECTICUT
: ROD GRAMS, MINNESOTA . . + . JOHN F. KERRY, MASSACHUSETTS

SAM BROWNBACK, KANSAS . RUSSELLD. FEINGOLD, WISCONSIN' :
CRAIG THOMAS, WYOMING - ., PAUL D-WELLSTONE, MINNESOTA - : nlt tat[s m E
_JOHN-ASHCROFT, MISSOURI - - " - BARBARABOXER, CALIFORNIA - - C
BILL FRIST, TENNESSEE : * - ROBERTG, ronmcen.u, NEW JERSEY .

LINCOLN D. CHAFEZ, RHODE ISLAND ** | R S COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATlONS
) STEPHEN E. BIEGUN, STAFF DIRECTOR - e L
EDWIN K. HALL, MINORITY STAFFDIRECTOR .~ WASHINGTON DC 20510—6225

November 6, 2000

B T lmmmumunmmmmmmm
'“"V_,'TheWhrteHouse ' o Bt

- -'Washmgton, D C. 20500

- Mr Presrdent
Here we go again -- with yet another effort to impose a de facto embargo on U.S.
defense cooperation with Turkey The latest attempt to derail the sale of transport
helicopters to Turkey has all of the hallmarks of what happened to the 1996 ship transfers
- That is, the effort is being led by a few Senators and Congressmen and I fear that your
’admlmstrauon is not domg enough to resolve thlS issue. -

- T urge that you become personally mvolved Mr Pre51dent Your 1ntervent10n
o saved the House of Representatives from making a dlsastrous mistake on the so-called
- "Turkish Genocide" resolution, and I believe that your personal attention to thzs matter
* (which could cause far more damage to U.S. -Turklsh relations than any House resolutzon)
~could make a real difference. | N X :

r 1 know' that T do not need to describe to you what is at stake. But your -

- "admrmstratlon must understand that most of those who seek to stop the transport
helicopter sale are, in truth, trying to derail all defense cooperation permanently. Some
have claimed that these helicopters pose a human rights concern. But their refusal to-

~accept end-use monitoring: stipulations in the hcense that would have resolved any
: p0531b1e concerns suggests otherwise. R - :

Mr Pre51dent others have lmked the sale to Turkey s posrtlon on Cyprus Whrle
we mlght agree with their concerns, we doubtless also would agree that this partlcular
~ sale provides scant leverage and that th1s approach could prove counter-productrve But
‘surely the White House can secure some form of clarification from the Turkish =~
- Government that it does not, in fact, regard the Cyprus issue as "resolved" and that
| Turkey remains comm1tted toa dlplomatlc process that may yet y1eld posmve results

[
[

N




~ assurances.

, As for the rest, 1 believe that most of those who oppose the sale of tran sp_ort' ‘
’- hehcopters are, in reality, seeking to pre-empt the future sale of combat hehcopters to
" Turkey -- a matter that has been more than five years in the negotiating. They are .

- gambling that Turkey will cancel the combat helicopter purchase if the transport -
- helicopter sale is not successfully notified. If your administration is too reticent to engage '

- on this issue (and to prevail) then I fear that U.S. defense relations with Turkey willbe = |

}. irreparably damaged. Our position in the Middle East will be substantially weakened, our s
abilify to constrain Saddam Hussein put in question, and all manner of antl-terronsm ‘
nonprohferatlon and related cooperatlon placed at I‘lSk :

“ 1 have assured the Turklsh Govemment time and agam that thereis = T
' overwhelmmg support within the U.S. govemment for a strong defense relatlonshlp ‘The
_ executive branch, at all levels has done the same. We must make good on those ’

N

Please Mr. President lend your personal support to the successful CongreSSional :
- notification of the transport helicopter sale. Istand ready to work on any compromise to -
s enable the sale to proceed and to pave the way for the larger combat hehcopter deal

Sincerely,

 JESSEHELMS
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The President.
The White House

Washlngton, D.C. 20500
M.r Presrdent

Here we go again -- w1th yet another effort to impose a de facto embargo on U. S.
SO defense. ccooperation with Turkey. The latest attempt to derail the sale of transport
- helicopters to Turkey has all of the hallmarks of what happened to the 1996 ship transfers
' That s, the effort i is being led by a few Senators and Congressmen and I fear that your '
0 admmlstrauon is not doing enough to resolve this issue. : ' ‘

1 urge that you ‘become personally mvolved Mr President. Your mterventron
" saved the House of Representatives from making a disastrous mistake on the so-called :
- "Turkish Genocide" resolution, and I believe that your personal attention to this matter |
(which could cause far more damage to U S. -Turklsh relations than any House resolutzon)
could make a real dxfference - » : R

1 know that T do not need to dCSCl’le to you what is at stake But your
administration must understand that most of those who seek to stop the transport o
' helicopter sale are, in truth, trying to derail all defense cooperation permanently . Some o
have claimed that these helicopters pose a human rights concern. But their refusal to
accept end-use monitoring stipulations in the hcense that would have resolved any
:»p0551b1e concerns suggests otherw15e ‘

e - Mr. Presrdent, others have hnked the sale to Turkey S posmon on Cyprus Whrle
- we might agree with their concerns, we doubtless also would agree that this particular
~ sale provides scant leverage, and that this approach could prove counter-producnve But
- surely the White House can secure some form of clarification from the Turkish .
Government that it does not, in fact, regard the Cyprus issue as "resolved” and that -
e Turkey remains commxtted toa drplomanc process that may yet yreld posmve results



As for the rest, I believe that most of those who oppose the sale of transport
- helicopters are, in reality, seeking to pre-empt the future sale of combat hehcopters to
Turkey -- a matter that has been more than five years in the negotiating. They are ‘
gambling that Turkey will cancel the combat helicopter purchase if the transport -
“helicopter sale is not successfully notified. If your administration is too reticent to engage’
on this issue (and to prevail) then I fear that U.S. defense relations with Turkey will be:
irreparably damaged. Our position in the Middle East will be substantially weakened, our

. ability to constrain Saddam Hussein put in question, and all manner of antx-terronsm RSO

nonprohferatlon, and related cooperatxon placed at risk.

R have assured the Turkish Govemment time and again, that there is R
. overwhelmmg support within the U.S, government fora strong defense relauonshlp The :
executive branch, at all levels, has done the same. We must make good on those ‘ |
assurances.

‘ Please, Mr Presrdent lend your personal support to the successful Congressronal 2
notification of the transport helicopter sale. I stand ready to work on any compromise to - -
. enable the sale to proceed, and to pave the way for the larger combat helicopter deal

| -:Sincerely,‘ S SRR B

JESSE HELMS
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C. Closed in accordance with restrlctlons contained in donor's deed
of glft
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