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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 26, 1944

FFICE

FE: MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM HENERY HARRISON.

I telked to Secretary Forrestal about
this today,

o g M, Barnes



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON J\ 'Lx '

June 13, 1944. )

MEMORANDUM

FOK: THE PRESIDENT

IN RE: MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM HFNKY HARRISON
(Under Secretery of the Navy)

William H. Harrison wee born in Brooklyn, N. York. He
tttended grammer school and completed two Yyears of high
school. He went to night school and gradusted from
Prett Inmstitute and has received two honorery degrees
from Polytech Institute and Notre Dame University.

He sterted to work for the New York Telephone Comp.eny
&énd has held many positions in the wverious subsidiaries
of the Americen T. end T. Before coming to Washington
he was Vice President and Chief Engineer of A.T.&T.

He came to Washington in 1940 with the Nationsl Defense

Council end wes chief of Shiptuilding, Construction and

Sup -lies Branch of 0.P.M,, and was then with the W.P.B.

At the present time he ie stteched to Generel Somervell

on Contract and Procurement. I am attaching a staterent
frcm "Rho's Who". .

There if no record of him being in politics, or having
any politicel teckground.

He is very capsble in certein respects but e cuite
rigid and inflexible and inclined toward militery

rigidity. I understend thet Don Nelson end Charlie
Wilson think he is of insufficient stature for this
poeition.
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HaRRISCH, VWilliau Henry, = telenlione exec,; b, Brooiklyn, N.Y.,
June 11, 1892; e, John end Ann (Tershin) H,; student Boys Hish
Sch,, Brooilym, 1906-09, Fratt In~t,, 1917-15; D, Engrine, (hen,),
Folytech, Inst, Brocklyn, 1932; 1L,D, (hon,), Notre Deue U,, 1979;
u, linbel Gilchrist Ouchterloney, Apr, 14, 1916; children - William
Henry, John Grant, Repairien and virewsn, N.Y. Televhone Co,,
1509-14; ia engring, dept., Veciern Bleciric Co,, Yew York K N.Y.
1514-1f; engr,., egquipment and bldg, engr., and pient engr,, An,
Televhone and Telegruph Co,, .Y, City, 1915-33: v.p. and dir,

The Bell Teleyhone Co, of Pe, and The Diauwond State Tele;lone Co,,
1928-87; asst, V.D., am, Teleshone gnd Telegraph Co,, I,Y., City,
1O087-38; veu. and chief en.r, since 1977:; dir. Consiruction

Div,, ut. Defense Couancil, 15403 crief of Shipbvilding, Constructisn
and Sup lies Branch, director of _roduction, 0.F.l., 1941; dir,
158 Brecdwey Corp,., Bell Labs,, Inc,, The Bell Telephone of Can,;
trustee, Vilicgie of Carden City, Ine.: peet yres, am, Inst, B,E,;

weu, of bd,, Folviech, Inet, of Sroozlyn; meu, N.Y, Elec, Soc,,

llewcouen Soc., Bta Keppa M, Teu Bete Fi, Catholic, Clubsg
University, Dowatovm Athletic (I, Y. Citv): North Mork Cowntry
(Cusciogue, N,Y,); Carden Cilr Gell, Cherry Valley (Garden City,
1.Y.)., Houwst 120 Xensin_son Rd,, Cerden Cit, ¥, Y., Office: 108

Brosdvay, Hew Yoriz, M,Y,
r
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Septeuber 4, 1944

LELORATIUL FOR:
THE PRISIDELD

In talidng with Chorles Olson, Heesd of the Forelgn
Leniusge Grous of 4ie De.ocratic Corwittee, he
thinkes it ud it Ve advantogeous to use Colwibus
Doy, (Qctober 1t)), to uake a speech or issue o
»roclauntion chenneled particulerly to these srouss,

He feels thot stinces on owr fereign policy have
hadl tiedr effect among the foreigrm lensunge srouns,
The Resublicens erc ..aking a play Uy organising
"all Anericen" couuitiees, while nt the spue tine
peruitiing end inspiring attacks on "forei.mis®
and "lnodigrants", They are elso trodnc “o put the
bluwe on you persontlly by savia,. vou are "in
Stelin'e jociet", and that the rresident "does not
lice Iurlians", He thinks you could vtilize this
dey to puy tribute, ir the hour oi the liveration of
surone, to the way people of the United States, who
have coue frowm o1l nations ot durope ~ni the wvorld,
hove worlzed pnd fou it as Anericens, wiited and
strong,

IT you desire, I will try to get date for rou on
tia sunjiect,

8 Wy BARNIS
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