


•""'•CI~O .. ,,.., _ • .., . .. .,. 

':"~• Prea14e:t.t. 
~. Vhl tt lb-.... 
YallJJ:l(;toa., :0. 0 . 

!ly doo.r Ur . Proo14entl 

\ 

»ooedbtr 1~. 1939. 
... .............. _ ...... , .. 

1 u N!\diat; th.h lnt« to 70'1 tb..""'t!,&b the !QIWMa• ot 
~. Paul Ileac::. b orU:- Uu t it fZI.'1 enU the t'ride~ l..:Ct vhlch 
toUovK OU!' 1• t t&li. 1 mat ~. 1ofur.-nr ~ !.:!Gra.: Uon co:e• h'•. 1\ h e!Uct~t\.7 ha.:d.lt4. 'becl\'ttS.e the Qfv.,a~ ~ v-.rt t~ 
to receb oe When l arrived at the etatton, baYin& coe. there 41roctly 
!ro~ tht ·~1l~t Ho~ee . or couroe , I eoae1atently declined to ctv• out 
IU\1 ota.to:mnt vMtovor etLvo to o~o· .. ·led.c• tb.t\t I Md 'bttl1 a vilhor 
at the Vhlte Bou .. vhlcll thq alr-.d.y lcnev. 

1 bOY 70'0:. •1.11 'btll..,. ;e ttltA J ~ ~ t ~ft bet~ 
t;hri.~ Te:J7 CO!l8C1CotiOtta, U~e4, ~It p..wa;;trlul, COD 14caU.on 
to ~hoe :tt!ter Yt 41tcr.uae.4... ~~ te::r;t..t.ion to unt.e.rt:W:e the ~·: you 
ru,ccute-d va1 alaott 1rrnhUblt. To ht\To a direct hM4 1D builMnt; 

\XP our ua tot'tn1u ~nat vh,,tovor Q.1.Y oo:t ln the .futuro hAt tr~ 
cer.4ou.t 4P'P'I4l • Lib yourult, I !eel intensely that our chi.:' bulvarlt 
-cain•-:. aa:r .. tloA ~~.~:~.i tor t h• lll'OCIOUOil of .tuto.::e aec-..u-i.t7 WI! Ue b 
... 1;)0Vtt". 

I r:1 abo keenl7 coc..clcr.a of tM cr•\ co::vli:tnt 70\\ ~4 
M 1n ~ ae to 'b•eot:IO a aeob.- o'! )"OW' o1:"1clal f:mil7, €.11 lto tho tl\et ~hAt I han bun one o! tht uoat activo . u4 I !'eo.r oo=ett.Ma 
caataAkorou•. crltict or )"OU: 4ocoatic procr~· ~~ I a44 thtt it 1• aho oven :ore a \t-UrJ.te t o 70W' 'broad D'UrP4 p&teo1ot1c tha\. )"'U. rl:oul.d 
M:-iou&lJ" c~14tr rJCh acUo11 • 

.t..a I «t!'lA~4 t.o )"0'0,. he cnl7 thla.c• ~t.a\. c1~ 1M ,ause 
are tbt a!tae:xe at t~ ao:J~Qt oa the ;e:-t of the "J.b11c ot azq deep •~:1H 
ot or1•1• Which WOUld juatttr o~etel7 torettt1nc aoa obl1terat1nc part)" llnoa, 111'111 the fnct thnt. t:be a4.cU Uoo ot onl7 one Jl.omabl1oA."l to \he Oabi not would cot ~e it, in the ~bllo vt.w, a co&ll\1011 oablnet 
lnto vhicll a ceu'ber of the oy,oaltlon cCIII.ll4 co v1tho:~.t encounhrle& 
oTtt"W'helA1nc critidc: llb.lc:h woul! ~ 4eatrucUn ot ~ re'111ataUOA a.. 
Pl:l 4.,., 'btllH tbtouQa a v~h lit•t~ of ;"Nt\"!"' C0:1ahtct ,..rty 
lo7&1t7. I n.t 4eU~te4 to obMrr• ~ 9-.uw!.q ,n.r ~t recoc=.tticm 
or the eo£tn¢7 of thl• n~c~c.t . 
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The fi~ot et t heco re~oon----..the l~k et n ,ublie eanse or 
c:hlo IU\dicQino.llt dt~.nr;or--aw-ront ovoAt:t :utr;Y llpto¢'1:; chtl..r.Go • ~a. 
cont1nu1n.:; euccese of the OorOM. aubtw"iDo nnd aino lJlockndo CL(1\1not 
J:n.S).6n4. h a thrOAt to Allh4. tucc.ou of vhieh tho eountey h 'heco~nt: 
~re anA ooro oonec iouo. 'l'ho o~G1on ot R-.atio. fro= tl:.e Le._~ or 
llationa ~~d the chADce that tbia vill throv auae1n tnto tho area o: 
Oo~ 1\11 DA tLOUve a!Ut:.L"'Y oll)t, operat es in the &.'U:le direction. It 
cay eaeilj bo t hat 1t Ruul.a throv• 1~ vtth Gorntu:17 in a n ilit.ary aenae , 
the gowth or bhe feel inf; ot oJ..a.ru ove: ho:ro ai();~t ~o ncy ~n~ltt. :no 
t.ruocoo•!ul ro'um of tho !r~en to a ho:!!.e port aleo s eriously ahocl!d 
At::oriean con!idenco 1n tho o1'!"oc;ivono .. or the 3rtt1eh bl oclca4e. Even 
to eo , thie h t\ll 1nenmyebens1blc th1::ac. All theoo CQntr1'but..o to tho 
ponnU1t7 ot a. ronevo4 oto.te or popullU' Ala.n: that would Juat1f7 tho 
tldO!)tiOn by all &Qod Aooricana of the p r1Mipl.O o£ :'1.0))-j)C.t'UitUUlhlp in 
4oteo.d.1~ tho countey o.r;ainst i:l'!)endinc clw.oa in ~opo . 

As t o the aecond obJection. I f ool. of couroe, ~ natural 
clolieacy in oven 41ac:u.u.1nt; it a!nce it i.nvolvos your tald.nG 1:1oro thD.A one 
P.e"UblicM into yqg;;r Ct\binot . 

1 Mv-e heard dlll"i.ne the pnat gontb tvon :;;O!'o !"'111:»r"l of 70'11!' 
tnki~ =1 GOOd ! r1end, Colonel WilliAQ J . Do~van, into your ~inet a.• 
Socrot.e.ry or Wo:r than I h: vo bu.rd o1 your t~ of oe b connection 
with l\ e.abine t !10'~· l l'.nvo no ocmllt ot knoYing whether you havo ov.an 
e.OD.D14o:-o4 thla Juat tta I l.Ae!.tod uq o.l1t:htoat eon.!ir-...4tion or your 1'..!\vi!'lg 
th~t of ;:;;o u.nUl CT.U" tAlk b.ot ~. 

I know !-111 Donovat~ vary voll lU14 he h o. 'fU7 deAr friend. 
He not only oedo n ~irie~t roeord in tho worl d war , but ho hn• every 
decoration vhicA tbt A~orieAn ~cr~ent enn beatov ! or br~vorJ undor 
tire . In addition, ho h an ouht.t.nding :oebe.r o~ hie !"ro!oae1o.n. 

!'r:u*l.J', 1t rour pro,o83l. ccm~aaplatod. Do~ tor the War 
Dopl\l't!:tcmt. Mel ::sy-~;olt !Or tho Il~'f')". I thl.nk the &pj>Obtl::onh cOUld be "PUt 
.ololy u,on tho baaio of a non-po.rt1un , non..l'Olitionl no:ururo of 7-1tUOG 
our nationol do!onee dez6rbcnh in aoob a. otcto or l"~e!.."leao AI to 
prot ect tho ~~itod Statoo C(Pi~ot ~ 4Anger to our oocurity t~~t ~sbt 
eooo rro:1 the Yl1l' in lfu.ropo or in Ada. I n b!'1ef , 1! thia ro.thtr !'o.41CA1 
i cl01a vhloh you ha.ore in tlind ad. WJ.cb you outlined to eo oo cloorl)t in 
o~r tolk. could be ,ut upon an obvioua t:ln4 un4.eoit,lble b(l.ah of 411-\:lorlca.n 
utionnl defe.nao , it vould hn.ve a ver;; tlfforent of'foot ~n tho CO\mtry 
a.s ~ vbolo o.nd t:o\114 toed to ~ttbo:M:'I{I.te , i t H d.id not elicdntLto . pArtht\n 
and poli tloel cr1 tloia:a. IncidentallJ' , I crupoct tuoh o. eoal\ll"e eight 
have conaidorAblo offe.ct in pro~ottns ~ eo~letely non-~rt1enn c~rt 
!or Uoe noco .. l).r)" appropri ation• !or both •ortlooa in the G!)l'roachil:IQ 
ooeo1oD or Con(;renG . A.a. I eo.i4 o.t tho outset ot thh f""ratTcvh. I 
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a--roa.cll ilia phaM o! c-.. 4.1~don v1th • u•t Mn•• ot Ullcaey 
l:e«-;~e I ~ Yt'7 srtrq-t~ in~ tM 80.W....,tUoa I 1-An. I ~ 
70U ac.::e?t 1 t lllholl;r •• c. • b U.. ~1r1 t. o: a ..:do..; a ~ t.o to ~t 
70':1 ha'fe tc !:11:4. At • -~ter o! t ae!., meh AD &:':J"'&Ch, 1A t:13" J~:U, 
ba.M4 ~ on ~ ~· tlO:a 0: <:.P;Hor.nl ~.n .. , at~\ -.o•dbl)' :~o~e 
~ vide.,r-.4 a--rt"o"nll becau;;.e o! it1 ob'f'i0"-18 eU.Jrln.tlon ot pol1t1ct 
a. to 6:o~ out coa?ltttly ~ orit.1~1-=• 

Ot couru , 1f 10\1 desire o:A:¥ !\u'thtr o~rt\I.D1tY ror por10nal 
eonfcre.nce on thia MUor , I MI. at your 4.1az:~o8Al t.t MY U:.o . 

~. tlncorely, 
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In D 1r ., 1188 • 

I lliaw .,._, otr wltlllil 7011 'lie••• I 
_,.._. to f. ..-. tbe -.ale d'-tlM -.ala la 
~ ldal. ... ..... ,loll ... , ......... . 
"'lbale .... •• ,., ... ..., .... ••• at wor14 .&.a. _, 1 ,.., 'lie aa.au_. 'W • - .... 
Ou~_..L .1 _. al• ~:.::· .so.r ..S.. lato tbe • .,_, ~' 'lie •• a JIQliUaal 
-.e ..... -. •• a palirleU. -..,.•••• u , ....... -· ... _, ·-.. , .. ... -· 

~-. at .U .. A J , I.Ma l•l•n, 
ban IIIIo• a .,_. 2 DINt•"• at a. eft'Mt 
••• ... latUM'IP 1 d'-tla wlU d 
······- ... , - ....... .u. ,.. •• - ... *Us pa PI'O,."r ••II"•' _, at ... tlalllil• 7ft 
•14 - U4 ..... - la tbe lNI •·•alp - I ... aa1J tall 70s .. , ....... I, toe, •• la­
OI!IIIIl••ella Mil'S 1 m lA .. la 1110 ... 
later ••:ar•tw .. at tbe tlalap l alA at .. , .... 

M11 I I IM la al• • el4 floW d .aaa- • won la a. J.. ?Pul •gn-
aD&, t••17, I *•'llllliU toM" Ia tlaa aa•a.•, •• a.17 tDr llle owa ..,.,__ltir, ._. alao .. ..,.11" la ....... ~ ..... 'aJWU. 
.._ llla 'W .. uhtet ._... la .. natar ol 1... • ... apla ... qaMUoll ot .. u •• _, 
'lie nul41arel, aid I r ... a.t to .,., \wo 
IFJ 'U•aa• la ebul• ot Wae ..... torose lll&bt .... -- •••••Moe~ la ... pai'Ueal 
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~e l'ree14eut, 
!he Vh1 te Kou .. , 
Ya~on, D. 0. 

1f;r dear Mr. l'reaidmtl 

J &1IJJArT 17. 1940. 

I have jut received 70ur letter and batten 
to aolalowledge it. I particularly appreciate the ldndlilleea which 
eharachrisea it, and ;your nident complete Ullderotandinj: of 1113 point 
of new. 

I 11111 delighted to le&rll that ;you, like ~qulf, 
hold llill Donovan in high esteem, o.nd can raadil;y underata.nd the point 
70U mal:e concerni~ 1113 suueation in that direction. 

A I am considerably dieappointad thio morni~ at 
Tident recaption ot ;your note on l'inland. You vlll cbaerTa fro111 
ncloaed editorial which I ran ;yeeterdq, t hat ill thio matter I wae 

, :-_ ut ill front of 70U eo far a a the le~h to which I would go. I aa 
V not onl;y for maid~ them a loa.n, but for maid~ a loan apeeifieall;r oo 

that the;r J1Jiq bu.;y lllilUa.ry ouppliea, 

It ia a euriouo commentary on Oo~eaaioll&l 
blilldneeo that the;r cannot eee re&dil;r that help!~ l'inla.nd now to eta.nd 
off Ra.eaia 11 the beat wa;y 1D the world to inwra ~illat cur ,later 
involvement ill the war. Ieithar Cle1"lii&ZIT ncr llu.aaia have 8Jl1 ~lua1ona 
about how we teal about th... ~ lmov va are untriendl;r ao that vhat­
orrer ve ma;y do about :rtnlencl vill han no affect wbatenr on their 
attitude towardo ua. On the other hand, it Ra.eoia h perlllitted to over­
vhela l'1nland ill the llpri~ a o lhe rlU unluo :rt nlancl gete help, there 
h ever;y 11kl1hood that both German7 and llu.ooia v1ll jUIIIp into Sweden 
and Iol'YIIT and gobble th8111 v;p, thu.e broadeni~ the theatre of war and 
increaalns the chance• for an outright ailitar;v allia.nce between Bitler 
and lltalill, It t h&t reall;r oo1111a, tha world rlll be confronted rlth a 
new crhh and ve rlll be 1nt1n1tel;r nearer to participation Ullder euch 
c irCIIIIItanon than we are nov, or would be if J'inla.nd made a ouoce11tu1 

"" detenae. 

latt~rall;r, I aa tlattered to h&ve ;you otill feel 
;rou want .. ill ;rour .&.4al.n1otrat1on ilL the ennt that a new oriel• c01111o, 
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aD4 I heariiq reciprocate JOV vhh tbat ve keep ill touch ill the 118&11 
tiu. 

I • &Oill« to Florida about J'ebruar)' let, 8114 aa DOV 
plennhlc to coae to Vaehillcton t or a couple ot ~· on rq va:r eouth. U U h ooDftllient tor 7011 , I eball be he.PPT to h&n a t&lll: vith TOU 
at th&t tiM, althouD> I baTe nothing particular on rq ain.d to t&lll: 
about, eo t hat 1t 11 not, in a:r:rr aenae, ~•ratiTe, 

I cot a emile out ot 7our alluaion to the libel euit 
'llhieh OoTernor lforner 1n1t1ah4 &¢net ••· I haft 4111¥ rechtered 1u 

ll 
rq aental note-book i ta tlatterillg connotations. lnc14eentalq, I do not 
take the auit TerT .. riouaq. I think H vaa onq • f!•ture and I ban ltl6rne4 b7 the cr&PITiDI e1110e thet the OoTernor nov regreh hie action ill the m tter, eapeoialq hie chare& that I ,.. a h plll:>Uoan 
illtent on deatroTiJIC the D-.ooraUc part7 in Illboh! 

Tour a ei110ere4', 
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the 7nl14e.at , 
Th• 'lh1 u lou.N. 
Y.a&b.1..D.cta , J). C. 

I baY't j l.nt rt(elftd. the 
•~lo•ed letter rroa A. f. Stt•l• . ~ 7ar 
J'a1tar: corret~t Ybo 11 aov b !oklo, a!­
~ h.t ...,..,. tt-o= P.tic,c. 

'. 

• .. • • •• .. a. t ., t••ot 

lutb h ottt of th• b .. t 
ob11~r• h. tbt J'ar J:.aet aad th1• hHer oao.t~tnt 
a lot o! ooatldAD\1al lotoraaL1oa that I ~~t 
po .. l\1>17 a:lcbt n]pl.-at Uat tth1c:ll J'W b,.,.t. 
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A, T, STEEL&, FAll EASTERN CORRESPOJIDRI/1' OF THE ClliCAOO DAlLY JIEIIS , DA:r&D PBXIIIG , IEC. :!0 , 19:SD 

I haYo uut ionocl to you ""' P""i""" "ouio.,. that there uo ino.,.&ain& oviclonooo ot a 'II'Oo.konin& in the Japanooo position, Tho ilolation ot t ho Japo.no .. and tho JIIIUl¥ obetaoloo taoin& t hem han r;iven otrencth t o tho c:oderate).y 111n4od tol lal a t h~ in their ettorto to intluonoo t ho arz;y, Tho af"'\Y ia otill top clo,; but it hu al reaey yioldocl a lit tle to tho preuuro f rom Tolcyo ancl troa abro&cl. Tho tondonoy ia a hoo.ltl'\Y ono whioh .Ul cont inuo it tlnolo SIU:l otayo tou,;h and tho Chlnoao re~:ain un.oooporat1n, Tho only hope tor a return to poaoo o.n<l u nity in t ho Far Eut 1o tho oontinuo.noo ot t h1o t rend. Our~ ~ otay hero , I intone! to write a oorioo ot art ioloo ""' tho ,;eero.l eituo.ticm in the Far Eut in whi ob I will go into Japan• e roJ.ao. t iona with China IU\d t ho 11'0otorn p011'0ra tully. 

Tho o.nno1110o-..t ot Ja po.nooo intent ione to litt reat rietio.,. to sollll oxtozrt on tho l011'0r Yant;toe 11 a atop in the r i r;ht d1r~ot1on, but not a nry bir; etop . A.a noo.r u I oo.n !'ir;uro out tho situation, tho lllOVe wu the reoult ot prooeure brou,;ht by tho r;onrnment at Toqo in collaboration with tho lla..,., Whiob hao been oona i otezrtl)- ,..,,.. >:»de rate than the l.f"'\Y in ita China polioy, In a oenoo , it wu a na-.y ,;oeture whioh oould bo oonot ruecl u prooedozrt tor tho a~ t o follow in f urther relAx in,; ito r;rip on every­t hin,; in ChU. that ..... n tal . 

The oourao or Ja po.nooo-Ruu io.n ralat1..,. io to.l<inr; obout t he cU rooti011 - had oxpeotod, with l:lOIIIltin& cliotruot nidont , oopooi ally on tho Jal'o.nue eiclo, It i s adY&Dta&eouo t o both oiclea , at t ho aomont , t o continuo no,;ot i a ­t i ona, I t i o ... oiblo that ,,_ hot.d.ay will bo ::>ado and certa in ioouee oolvod , But I ooo no onclono , u yet , ot aay marne! o.llertation ot the tundar.lent&l hoot111ty bet'II'Oon tho two p011'0ro , I u. otill inolinocl to beH e-.e that i t Ja pan IL11r;no horaeit militarily with aay or e ither aide in th1o _,. it will not bo tho oi clo with whioh Ruooia ia aoeooi atecl. 

• Chlo.n lta1- ohek'o so oallecl "Wla\or ottenoin" ••.,.. to be a r ather abortiYo bua i noae l o.unohocl oh1of17 tor prop&&anda purpoaoe , Attack& haYO boon l a unobod ar;ainet nuaeroua Japan••• poait1ono , but ueuallJ by oaall toreea wM <>h ooulcl not hope t o clo aorioua clou:la&•• Typical ie tho atta<>lc on the walled oity ot ltaitellll , in which only a t ow hundrocl ""'" are re ported to haTO boOD uoocl, Tho Chinooe attaokocl at nir;ht, dropped a tlook or trench oortar ahollo into the> city and withdrew bot'oro daybreak. Suoh attnolal are or no military importo.noo but han a certain z:10ro.l vo.l uo and dao t oroo tho Japanese to - izrta in l o.rr;• r;o.rriao.,. thrO\I&}Iout t b• occupied r•&i on. . The t aot that tbe winter ot'tensiYo wo.a 11'111 adYortisecl in adT&Dce tram Chungk1n,; indieatoo that theoo ,..,.. ita main objeot1YO• • Tho only aer ioua Chin••• milit1U7 action r;oinr; 011 at preoent h tho Chlnooo ortort to out ott Nannin,; , wh1oh toll so oasHy to tho Japan01• lut month. 



The Jar~••• ~ ia iDturi ated at the oluaiTOnooa ot the Chinooe ar:::1•• · ObTioualy. ODO or the pril:>t objocthoa or tho Jopano .. 1.1"111)' in Chilla 11 to diope roe Chino .. troop ooncentrationa , But how oan the Chine se araioo bo dieperoocl 1! t hoy cannot be !ound, Charaotcriotio o! Japo.cooo o.cnoyanoo waa tho obollen'o 1aauocl a wok o r ao a r;o by the Jar anoso c~dOI' in lia:m.int • llo b roadout a -uo.go that tho Ch!.nooe ahould Hthor r£ko pea ce or tight , 

The 1/ipa are ~in& o. let o! conoy in ooutb Chilla in an atte q>t to b~q ott Chin~•• Oatt'Aildoro in that o.roa , They ~on • t a e .. to bo - l::!.nr; ""'cb hoo.clfty, altho\lllh a tn t urnonro are to be expootocl , Por oeTO,...l wooka tho Japanooe prooo wao &ivtna t reat publicity t o tho oxploito •r tho "Pea oo ~ UDder Geno ral ll'~.e& Tob.....,i, '111\ioh ,., orr;o.citecl in Swat ow under Jo.panoao auapicu. Gonoral 'll'a!lr, ,..,. penait t&d to .-..rob with Ilia forooa into JUk:ien, where he auttored a • .,..r• NTOrae , aecordiz.& to Chir.Oae report• • A po.rt or hil ano;y was aaicl to have t one o•or to tho Ch1ncoe aide , At l out, Jo.po.noeo puhlio~ a bout Oonoral Wo.nr;•o oxploito boa diminiahod notiooably, Only 5001 t o ahoor tho d1l'f1cult1ua t ho Japo.neoo are up ar;o.1not in induoin5 Cb!.noao to tir;ht Chl.noao, 



ARE JAPAJI I B C4h iJS 4CES Ob ULUCJ:.S? 

Excerpt f r om r adio t alk by Raymond Gram Swing 
~utual Broadcasting System 

J anua ry 11, 1940 . 

f 

I 'lo an t t o ask t nos e ot you who heard me last night t o b ear w-ith 

me if I r epeat t ha t t he approac hing cri s i s in the r elations ot t he 

Oni.t ed States and Ja pan is r eaching t he acut e stage. The United St a t es 

government is bringi.ng the pr essure or s ilence on J apan as t he deadl ine 

ot January 26th approachas , when t he trade treaty expires . I want t o 

go on with t hat analysis to i nclude some f actor s f or wbic b I had no 

t ime last night. I T'ant t o mention the cards t hat Japan still has to 

play and to look at t hase car ds closely. I' or t hey a r e going to look 

l i ke aces. 

The firs t i s that if t he United States isn' t careful J apan will 

be forced into tbe arms of the Sovie t Onion. This is a card wh!cb the 

J apanese count on heavily to impresl American opi.ni on . The J apanese 

and the Russ ians have reached tYrO minor agreement•, one about r isheries , 

one a bout a frontier comai11ion, and are to start discus sing trade 

rel ation. a f ew days bef ore tbe expirat~on ot tbe Amer ican treaty. 

Yesterdlly, llr Sh!rator i, the J apanese diploa at who played a k('Y part 

in t r yin& to t ur n the pact d th Germany and Italy, t he anti-comintern 

pact, into a m.111tary alliance, suddenly awi tcbed bis op:inions . He 

came out wi th the r ecommenda t i on that Japan sake a military all i ance 

wi t h tbs boviet Oni.on, doing so, it was announced , aft er he had talked 

with the Italian ambauador in Tokyo. 

The inference is that the one time anti-comintern 

pact would grow into a pact of all the totalitar­

ian atates. Aga.inst whoa? Obvi ously t he democracies . Such a card 

either is an ace or it ' s a two spot. hither J apan and the bonet Onion 
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c an na t ural l y work ogether or t hey oan• t . Eit her their i nteres t s can 

be harmonized or they a re by t hei r nature contl i ct1ng. One can argue 

t hat Germany and t he Soyi et Onion di d t he unexpected and joined hands . 

But al l t ha t aeparat ed t he• waa i deol ogy. Wha t s epar a t es J apan and the 

Sovi e t Onion i s ba sic policy. They both want to dominate eas tern Asi a . 

·ell, wby can't t hey di vi de it up? Le t J apan have one sphere ot 

i nfluence , the Soviet Onion anot her . Let J apan have northeas t China, 

t he Soviet Onion nor t hwes t China . Tl~t possibil i t y i s being mentioned. 

But t he so- called communilta i n China would not r or gi Ye Stalin 11' he 

made s uch a deal with J 11. pan. Ji'o r t. •• en J .. .,an i s the one grea t eneay . 

J apan mu r t he driven out or China . They a r e t he ones who forced t he 

ant i-J'apanese pace 1n China . I t Stalin compr omised wi t b J enen be 

would l ose his bol d over the lett-~ingera in China. 

There is another diff i cul t y i n J apan making a pac t wi t h the 

Sovi e t Onion. The J apanes e peopl e ~ould be horr ified . I t may be 

possi bl e t or Stalin to get away Wit h preaching anti-taac isa one day 

and t hen embracing Hitler t he next . But it wouldn1 t be possi ble r or 

t he J apaneae government to become an ally ot t he 8ov1et Oni on att ar all 

t he yearl of education o.n t he dangers or coiiiiiUD1sm and t he tw:ldamental 

antagoniam between J apane1e and Ruasian interest . A f urther consi <or ­

ation t hat makea a Soviet alli ance unlikely, it would put J apan out ot 

wor l d mar keta, and J apan needs wor ld trade . I t would l ike worl d trade 

r i ght away, would l ike to aalce aome aoney whil e the war 11 on . J apan 

can ' t get f rom t he SoY1et Onion t he auppl i ea it needa, nor can i t s ell 

t be gooda it makel. Tbe danger , tban oi a Ruaso-~apanese all i an ce l s 

r eall y not to be t aken aeri oualy, i t 1a a bogey to frighten Amer ican 

opinion. 

!tif MUMJU.R The aecond c ard the ~apaneae have t o play i a tha t 1.t t he 

Oni t ed St a t es doean 1 t accept t he new order 1n China, and 

a ppl iea an embar go, J apan wi ll be forced to do some col ony gr abbing, 
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otutinl •ttl> tbt Dutoll &on IDdieo an! l..nolud l..n' the Pl\ll1pp1neo. In 
other word•, Japan will 10 oo tbl wu path. !low t!\la card looJr:a l 1kt ao 
ace too. But tbt lapantat aren• t 1n a post Uon to t.&.kt on any new war a. 
1'be1r resources ue a tral.D.4 •• 1t 1 1. They lwnt conquered the atratec1c 
po1itiona 1n China , but t hey h&•en' t btJUD t o co114u•r China . '~'bey can't 
al't ord to txtftld tbetr aUltary co-ttatntl1 and they h.n·e.n • t tht aoney 
t o pay tor a a.a•&l war, part1cu.larl7 on.t tbat silht la1t two or tbrte 
yeart. Tbe tbrta t. of I apan co inc to war 1• • •de l arcely beca\lle ln J apan 
they haYt bttn tauctrt tbat Aeer 1ca.n public op1.n.1o.n 1• acainat • •r , and Ul 
tbllt l ¥p&n b110 to do 11 to .. n t1oo tbe poulbUUy tor tho 001 tod 5 tatoo 
co•eTnZDtnt t o pi pe \!own. It J apan reall7 had to cho:lo be tween cb&niinl 
ito policy 1..n Ch11>11 anJ o nr rltl\ tbe OD1tod "tatoo 1t 110u.ld cl\&nce 1t1 
pol1cr 1o China . Tbllt 11 t l\o opinion o r saoao o! tho ol001at atudont a o! 
J apa.neee atta1r1. So the t&lk or a poaaiblt nr auat alto bt counted 
•• & two apot and not a.n ace. 

'the tl\ird o ard J apan 1\aa to play 1\aa to do with tho 
o.-. pup~t EOTO,.,..nt o! l'aoc-CI\inJ;- lot. I t 1a 

probably colnc to be launebtd aa &D &Dti-c::onEOtnh t co•erDaent. •o aa to 
e\ll'l'1 the f aYOt ot ~erlcu optnion . Ia pan, MancbJkuo &Ad the puppet 
10•enaent or Cb1Aa w1..ll becOIN a ...-. ut1-coa11lt·trD p.aot . T ey are 
IOlll& to t1 ht oo...unia• 1D Chin.a, and. Aetr 1cana a_re u:pe:cte4 to •n.doraa 
tl-et ob,oeuu. 

But it neecta to be \lAder too4 thl t tbe co-..nlat. IM7Yt8ent 1n 
Ch1na, tbe ono 1donti!1od rl th tl-e ! l &bth Routo J.rll)', l-eo about oo IIUCb 
t o -o aitb t be orthodox c~•• •• do tbe aoc1al D aocrats o r Finland, 
who ert a l a rc• el•au t or the CO'Yer .. e.nt now a t war With tbe 8o•t et tJn1oa . 
In Cblna they are call&d co..un.ista, but t he proar ... e of atao-Tae-1'u.n.c, 
the ll&htb ftoute ltad.er, e&U1 Co:- only U . .a.1te4 IOClalt.. . Kt wanta state 
cont rol or banka, tranaportatlon and aioea . PA wanta dtaocrat lc elec::tlona , 
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conau.rra and producer• cooperativea , and encouraseaent to private 
enterpriae. The correct label. t or such a prograa 1s right-wi.ng social. 
d .. ocraoy, which ia anatbtaeto true communiata , any•here outs ide ot 
Chlna. The coaaUJlist area ill China, a region about aa larse aa Calit­
ornia and Orecon, baa a population or t hirty-five Million, aay a t ent h 
ot the country. Kao-Tae-Tung wants China to be ruled l i ke a democra cy 
withe t wo party systea, the ltUointan& u one party, the comaunists the 
other . 

So here the Japanese are ~laying on the aag1c or a t r i ght enillg 
naze, wbere~a the real ity 1a soa~thillg quite ditrerant. I have already 
mentioned that ~oviet influence over the Chinese oomauniat s would be 
lost i t :,talill a ade a leal with J apan. The t"ar in finland al.ready baa 
reduced that intluence. .t.nd the danger ot the rise ot the ~scow 
brand of Coaaunia• in China appear• to be r eaote, to put it aildl.y . 

One word aore about the Dn1 ted Statu policy in Cbilla. Henry L 
Stiaaon , t oraer Secretary ot State, cue out this aorning t or the 
ombarco on the 1ale of war aater i al a to Japan. •no ther pr opoaal, aade 
by L.Alll Carll on, who I have quoted before, i s that ~oDCre•• paaa a 
l aw authoridl\l t he Pruidut t o appl y an ubar&o. • r Carlaon belie•ea 
that if Congreas passea auch a law, it won't have to be appl.ied, the 
J apanue theory up to now being that t he .._erican people r eally don' t 
men what they aay ~ut the Far Eut. • r Carlson t h1nlu that 1t the 
authori zation or an eabargo is enacted, then the J apanese will see that 
t hia country J.l in earneat, and then f ruitful negotiations oan begin. 
Bo t h llr .:>ttaaon and •r Carlson want the aue thillg, to get the Japaneae 
army out ot China, and bot h I gether are r eady tor generoua treat.ent 
ot Ja.pan in all nys once t he J apanese civili ans get r eal co-nd ot 

_.. the .Japanue cover1111ent.. 

. . . .. . 



f l tl , t ' lllt"1\UU n.AII~'\' ,..,.J~ W,., 

QAtt..¥ New• •L&z• . c: ... •c•oo 

( 

..... t . ...... - . ....... .. .. ., .... , ...... •o .. , ... ,. •• 

Uaroh 22, 1940 

The Prt1Ldent. 
'tb6 \Vh1 te l:louae 
Waehlngton, D. c. 
11.y doer Mr . Pre1 lden1.: 

Thanks Cor tho message wh1oh 1 r-e­
ceived ~oueh Harol~ Iekea . 

I dlcln' t. w&nt. to 1\;.lalnu .• on an 
Lnt6rnat1onal queatlon wt tbout bo 1n~ ~•eonabl7 
aure tn.t I ••• not. gu.r.ml.ns; up \.he e;aae, Mnce 
my requ.e1t to Harold to get ln t-ouch wl\b JOU· 

You ur b4t 1nter-es ted ln N&dln(f the 
resultant editor-tal and I am encloalna • ollpplng 
ot 1 t herew1 th . 

I hope by t.he time thle lotur arrives 
that you wLll have recovered from tha t Attack or 
'"e:wup fever." 1 u meaJnhile wondering what. 
kind or a ewamp rou meant when I read your def1n1-
t1on or ,our allAont. 

Your• alneerelr. 



,, . ., ...... -····-
Jiti~r's P-ea- ce- Offensive 

Flattens Out. 

l" tu ,_ .... • a <XUIIII"l..ET! WAIMOt,'T u. .....,_ .. .......,..,.....,....tt_...._ 
IWtllllr ..... ~ ...... ., ......... 

an~..,,.......~ •,.... • ,..._u...tt 
........ ._, .. jwu....._u.-.w., fit 1M,..... .t H ''" 
.... a...z..e.w a. c......,. .... - ............ ., .. ,...,. ., '""- ... -..u. Ill Ell...,. ,.,. -~· lfilt.t .... .............. ...,. .......... . 

o.. .. 1M •u. fit ,.., ...... ...ol~ ..... .... 
II1Utr ..,..,.,...~ ~ tAatlrU:a'",.. ,, . ... ;.. 
t~.~e Uwlr w.r .,.. _..... t.ped.ficllll)', \Nrt M hu'-'L.b& 
In U.. aU.. et MtJlnJI61 to what U... .bl«t&.,.. art.'"""' 
tu be .. .,.marl.aed about u tollowl: 

I Tb. priiUI'1 pur-poM of Mel~ C,_t RritaJn a.ct 
,,....._ fn 1111d•rt&kl11r Usa war and rf'IMinr U "'a C!lll'lll~t• 
al""''' 38CURJTY, 

'nit l!lll.fdl ol t''ftlllln. t!urvpe Ia thf ,.,,.. th~\ IIIIM., 
dJat.IJ' r~ &he oulbrw.lr of nr rwvt-*1 lnoot~bb' 
a.cl llltmiubW, LIM JIIU'I*' or l iM ~u.t. lt ,....,.b tiM Mil' et EIIJ'tlllll MOte tAl tbielr Ulrl111 b)' lflf'dlollt .,; kt,......U 

UQ.II • filii I.MJ.ake.tJw. U ,...;bit:, kt b)' <nr It ....... ,.. 

It wu ~ 8n\adl • ~t 4Ut1.f4 ...... 
1 'l1le •a.r '- NOT f« 0. ... ,_. fit fl l •• 

c.n...r. S. tar M Brtuala aM 1'.-dll ...,... c-... t. 
~ ... .....cn.lltr,it~ ...... Uw.atlrw .... 
... , .,. fit ... -.-itT Ulat. ........... g. Gfrata 
,..... .. ~ ....... f.Gftlllll .... u... ...... ..,. ... 
- wut ··~ U...t '.W tM AI- ,,_, wiD­
...... ld • err.u. diMM: ..... lltr1 ., ... .,....,.. • ...,., 
pnltt ... ,.. ...tcr 

a. OM-..r, ..... anuM a.a~~ rraa ,..,~ .,...,. 
,.,.,.,.. • ,.,..,..1 ,.....,.. et ~t a.twr ,... 1.t 
at.uJ .... I( for .. otlltr ,... diu c. pN\' .. 1 a f,.... ••· 
......-~ .... t.. ..... fll.tu.,. bt hobbUnr t:ht pow"' ot .,~_. 
"""'I"'IWW"*I• tiM:rtfO~ Oil be li•ted U. dffllht• .... , (NF• 
,_o.f lt.AIUQ. 

<1 It would •PPC*r t.h&t 1M ~~ obJt<lh• ~f th<t 
l:lrllJ•Iil lllif lh• lt' ".nch, whitb t:all bt -.thl•..-..d Ofl'¥ IJ')' a 
t!!llilaf'7 "'dor7 ~u thfo Na.dr.. U ciMr'tr toruhlldQ,._.,. J,v 
\he IMUu,... of I!IOIIDom.k e»-c~ptra.tloll t.(t.-..n ttt. t-. ••· 
UOM l.lt8d7 Ia dfKt. "I"llU h•cllca'-h "'"mbt.to:&Mr. lt 
01t mlllh'lh.lfll. a e111.1.0ma unian Ia EutoJ» Wt will lipwf"r 
t.l.tiU ban~"""' whue tt cloea not ftl.mlut~ UMf'll, •IM pr.­
.... , .... ...., IIOI!Nbk •• , • ,,., nthaft .. ., roo4t a.n.d 
_,.kft l11..r-wcMt E•rf.IP&. EIIJ'OSIMII rwfprecitr 1.a 1r.J. 
... 1-IMtd ... bt ,.~ .. u.. f•rtll ...... aJa. 

lfJtll.--., 0.. 4itlJf!d.i ... .,...,. ~ •• u.,.. ... 
..,. ...a ....,...,... - thb ... .t U.. AUuLM' 11 •• 
..W ,.. ......... .,_..-. f..a..,. It wwW .. nt"l~ 
...... COG A 

7 7 tJ ,........_ .... A8IIJ ,..,..... fWI _....,_ . 
~. U.lulflltadal ~-· .... tllllll;«l 

.,. ........... .tf.aa.Q)- ....,...... lM c ....... , .. ~-
it~~ .. l..... .. . .............. ,,., 
., .. llw ........ ., ..... _.w ....... "'""""'ha. 

""'1"-.., we ..-}; a menJ t.a.u tw ,..... It caallll'l 
.... ,.. p-. U' it t..U. .. NC'C~Pl• a.n.Qttl!ood. ,, 

ea.n:n« .. a lut.1fta ~ lt 1-bol Cralt fll h lao~ 
., tta.nati4-. or "'*"· ., t.uiiSin Uf• dealiMttcl t.t 
armt4 cam~ ll ta.nnot .. • .. .a PM(e f1 ..,..a lilt· 
tiOIIJII • .,, lh·• l.n t-.r of powerfaiMiPbon. 11 t•nn.­
bt a 1110r.l peac• It ,,....,. ti"'OII llrvuJoe It .,ld f~>r 
trlllws. h cattnol be u latdiiJ'f'nt PMU if le d•'lUN 

fl'tll ,,._.,. throuJhout 1M world Ut t.Mttii!O•Ifdrt nl 
UIOM ldeab whJcb fltmdt mtG 10 find cot~~mon Jrwlld. 
An.illuliJ. h tuaot bl: a rirbt«* PMOt It WONhlp ol 
Ood t. 4kftML .. 

It ,..., lbl• forthrlcbt declaratJcm fi"'nl 1M AMtrlun 
.t'flc.t-.1 •JOt ....... tha.t Jniti.a'-1 tM tol:lap.t ot tiM o.,... r• plalu.d "'pe.c!ll .. oUntth>e of Adolf lh~. h ,.. 
n..r&.f A.ukaa opJ)CUI;ftioe ._ a C«nnwwa ~ tlltlat• lrt 
U.~-....rtOI ..... ~eua. 

We.,.. • a part.ldput (a tM war ......... ,.,_. 
.. --..... n.ret.on. 'W'II! Gl*l ........ - ..... ... 
.. tlw ,._...aklq ........... u. ·~ ....,. ....... .. 
n..f ~- lMre • ..,. •• .,. ....,....,......, A-.vu 
.......,.... .,.. ..,......&. N•...,. Crat BnW••., Pra ... 
t.l tM ........ ..W ......a IIIVIU' We lliaTe ...... ,. ... 
.. c.r..a., • I ........ - . ...... ""' .. ..., 

~~ ,..._,. ,,...,.. ... jwbot .. tt. ...... We waM ..W· 
..-w.......,....... _, * et... • •• fll.a.a,.,...,... 
..... w. Qat. ... ........, ..... ,., .. , ... fut•N .... 

""'"· • ,....,. ......,. ., ..,.. .......... Nl• ... "" 
.. '-- A1111.1Mla.8111..c.•pbatiu!tJ.-.waa~ •,._. 
U...l .-tal .,._ fk\t_, ltp !'l W. • .., \he f uat&. llt*r•lll p ., ...... 

h &. • .. tiM JOOCI. aum*". mat'"" N...t '*"" ., .... 
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~AYY DEPARTME:-\T 

W.ASUL"'l'QTOS 

~·emorand\.t'l ror the l'roald-.nt . 

; 

tho ~uottlon of pat~ol or ludaon ay and 
1 udaon St.r•a1 t baa been oot~aldoJ•o4 by t.ho l'on,anont 
Joint Uoo.rd. on l.loronse or anaJa .. Unl u~t ,jt.atoe . 
Jolnl.. plana lll"O n01f tn praporatlon wh11lh provldo 
for patt•olt~ of tho Labrador (.;oaot and Hullaon 3tralt 
c.lurl.n~ t.ho open aeaaon , OOIIIt.lOnoln •bQut. JW\o . At 
t.t•o l'liUtlt of the Canadian ovet-.n tint. U\.11 task 
•Lll bo undortn~en by tho=, utllL&ln pl~te, 
corvettta , llrlol aaa.llu crllft . "'-••• o tratlona 
w!ll , or coura~ , be •upported by Cnlttd ~cates .aval 
orcta ln tho woat.rn Atlantlo . 

-:'hla aattor will cont.ln o to bt xept l1o a!.nd 
bj u-... i,;n1 to~ !Jtatoa -....bore or u,. J el""C&n•nt Joint 
Uo&r4 C."\ o~ense o~ Cana.th - t'nltod. Stattl , a.n4 70u 
»aJ be aeeuroJ tnat your wl.noe •111 U. o•rrled out . 
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• THE: WHrTC: H OUSE 
WASHI~O:TON 
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•h•a. fro- P·•tr ~ • ., 
"' ·•len alrk ••rta . 

• tl et.Uc•cl · ~ '~"" >' ... t so ...... u 
~!!ectl"' oa .. , • 111 of frltal . or ~ e~~~alD poll•leJ• • 
l,. t .11 CC)t,£" 1")1. are nCIIf btl~ alle-•~ •o pau . Conlt~tA .•1)' 
yo~ .-....t r.rara •11 c~••• •• ~•rtr on • ..._ .~>"'•r •• • ''n& 
!M Clr!l-:<1al .-lfow, thou~ ir,far• Lotlt.hn , •"'•11h' l.o, (Cc1. J.no:c 
uya •l,ey apr-r•r.tly •h~ thh •o rtt f(t tllllt l:nl•t deN•• bw• 
u.r.•t aay 10 lr: o•bh ra.") •1:.&1 polltl~al newa triM& ~a 
h IU.,. belftC ••rta~\y ~•r .. crK. tM• doea ac.t Dtas ·~· war . ut h ...,aj;; IM.t 1t do•• =-·~ ..... wac.•• ... h " •• , ·~ 
If h h . • 

Col . T"t• ~1!·~• t~·~ a .•rta1~ ~r~·· r , llt1• 
la.u 1n Loni:!C't11 ar• •a!dr, o.1 rouitl• r.•;;otia• ci _r,au ~~~eeu.u .r woor'iiod cablfl, rer 

hr1• corr4tjj>OI"JStt'. ,,..,, ":h4 ,..cc~ -r• *..D\leh 
•1~ "tQ; LfoopoU .q to ' J ;)I) htt -e1 t •• • ..1• •tee t• 
are Go 1n4toa•loc or •tat b• .. , c ~~ •o ~~. ~ t tra• 

• Pie ~r.:'!'l h.•• ()! ~ ""ltla.n aiU'r•Mu • • .,.. • ~""'r.a 
nlir.d !.a beh1 the • 

dJ 
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l t.h1"" yol.l hl•\'o 1n lll.'l4 . 

I t. ol1 

lth all of th6fe '"O'l"'t.:it.J"rt tL•nS ir: ~lnd t •IJI.I,.H C.D 1. ,11 thre 

bPS\. Qfln t c&on CCMUC:lt ot1 •.1.11.1 1'8C I) O!'l1 rcr t ,IIJ !1tfftc J t I 

ta~k 101 have 1n •tn.: 

V1tll l. 

~,ll tel~ hi. 'r . or ;.,, ., r~ . 

"Car1 C:U•~•Y • t.f ! t.c. !E . 

I a •••t 1A :;o.J(!u w!!!:.e:.a::. c:wtnc •!:1-" rour 

twar~ hla 7 b• ,rnlt~£ 0.1~ or 1!1 r 'l•U .t:~ rt'"L r f • 
... ud,at. . H tuL ~· ru»t or •n• .. r-bh HI • tJ, 'A• • 
ta.d •• ,~. ---'-IJ.tl4rhnc• 1~ t)l!a•~ , ,..m r ..... tl:a .nle~ -~~ • Jt t.. 

e1<:.'• t1oru.lly . • h • ver1 r .l tr1t:tt ·~ woulL J •'= c rt '· be 

,hd t.o a ••• 11 l h crl ~5 . 1n •n1 Cll i'* ~ 1\.y . Po l • letolly. cc• If 

p~o rU11.,l r•let..l." ,J <Jo noL maa,.,t r.l•. l •ctit.n 1 -o lth , hh .. t.et•on 

• uld n•\'• • v~ n!JOU!fl ~ J"Ood ftUo t. • .., ~ i'J I t'rU .. 

!lob o'X1 , 1 rul re a nably sur~ . L1 alr"'''" lt roJr ~tf'lr1 ft!l o'"• 1_f 

a·1~n • croJ; . 1• 1 l"<erl ""' .a.,e :t ,.r on• or t ,. t t' '•tt 11 cl• 

t: atn••••• l .. Ut c,.Letry 1 n.l!l ••.Ntrlt!tiCe 1" ' • q :a tt~ ril •• ,. "' r ... s 

10. u • 1 at 

t~c:r r r •~e • r~ . ~ 11 a • &roat eoor t~t r • 
~,. • 1rt nee to you t.o Lv·td::. ... -.r, o r1 trlc~! 

rt~ent 'It rJ . o h Jo<Jr ... '-ln er rc rty : tnlz:.c. h• 
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fht Pr .. 14tDt, 
!'be Yh1 u lwu , 
Vathia.ct D, D. 0, 

!be ••t lJac" on 11\turd.tl.J of tbei c:rou;t 
orpu1..hf4 to pro.ou tb.e :p~o1d tnJILliC Olloi!CPI tor arlatou 
_,, 'ft't7 NUd'ac\o:'7 proc:rtu. ~· to TffQr lau"ntto:;, 
O.u:ral Malle Cr-alc ~Ill the cha.lrwa1uMp ot & oo..tuet 
vhloh vUl nprtapt tll:ta Qola orpah•Uoc 1a Va.:UD«t.OD, atld 
b-:t t.a clo .. n p01dble eoor41adoa aa4 oooptntloa vhh U. 
C,U.. tht Jr.r::rt a::4 ~ la-r.r lrA~"atD\1• 

J. .. oclau4 v1 \h Oueral Cra.lc W1U ' ' 
0.Dtra1 had: •• ·~~. ColoMl YU.U.. .1, DoDO.,... &D4 t.vi1 
Do~·· 

!'h1.a eo:cJ. u .. h \t hol4 oor.tneftOu 
sll.le VMk v1Ua tlM ~n.l Start, the Air Corpa, tt-A la'7 aM 
tht CAA, u4 toi'Wilau a p;u.r&l ouUlnt of t.ht poJIIUJ.&r c.oattt••• 
t.o ) I or ... \~ \o proau tilli~Dta tor the a...S..\01' tra.llll.D.& 
~· $..\.r~ut the co\1:1\lT, .JQ.t\1. u tooa •• a rr»rt h neli•ed 
troa thl1 OCQII1H••· plac• will H W4 tor a twit\ • .,.ulOD of 
t.b1 OJ'p.AluUon 1D ar-ch 004 Of thl 9 Corp1 At .. t . 

lf'h• •••Ut16 on IMurd~ vat auea4t4 b7 
Gutul J'io:C:tl 1 repr .. eattn.s Ocntrd Arnold ot the Air Corpa, 
Colout XcChllAA4, repnaentlot Oea.rtl Mt.rehall, Kt". R1DCklq 
ot th• a.u. •• anA &aoDa ~ ... ~ft rtlJI'tUntln.c the ?arlou• co•ut"Ue.at 
4.1'pllr1Mch. tbtrt nt ~ acr•-at tt.t \bh orpnhaUoa 
oould ••l"7 !MlptU117 l"'metlo= ln pr0110ll1:1C all klawlt ot ao\lrlUu 
r1lat1.Ac to i.ntt. S.."7 a:ul J..1r Corp• pt'l'toAMl tallatMah. ttt.7. 
-.cb o:t tU., at:r .. ud the s.port.ue• of oh1.11an l .. a.ac.& &o ~u 
t.t.a: rtd\a taalr~ 

Hr. Ybthrop .Utr1U Mt .., • .,, .. Us. 
&~nrnah.s.p or t~ eoa:itue. M4 Fl'ftt.t17 ooatrlhte4 t\&Ac!.a wUl 
h ••117 ·~ ao tha-t U.. a.oUrlUu ot Uw c-s.u .. will b 110 
h.rC.•a vl:latft'lr c~ \¥ PT"!mD!t&\. 



OAI LY NEWS PLAZA. CH I O A OO 

conference a very explicit outline of hie plan to train piloto, and 
tho comcittee gnve it an enthuaiantic endoraeoent and pledged ita 
cooperation, 

Peraonally, I ahould like to eay thet I wan axtreoely 
gratified over tho many evidences of the closest possible cooperation 
between the Arley, t he Cll, and the l!avy in thia essential =tter of 
tra.iniJl6 flyers for the national defense. 

Your speech lant night will serve, I am confident, 
to bring home to t he whole of the American people the tremendouo 
gravit;r of the present aituation. Our reporte from Euro:pe toda;r are 
more ol:linoua and pean1l:liatic than ever. I am afraid that actual 
eventa will leave even thoae of ua who tholl&ht we f oresaw oomothing 
of the great dangers ahead , aubject to the charge of under-ctatement 
rather than that of exa~ration. 

Tour a aa ever, 



F { 

f,...H K KNox 

~" 4 '1' - ?A..-., ---t,4. 



'OiE WHITl: HOUSE 

WMH INOTO N 

Pleue tate t!Ue 11p wUJa 

Seontur Bllll Ul4 tiT to 

etralghteD U Ollt. 1oM~'• 

u•• ••-- to be 011t of ~olatl 

r. D. R. 

Letter to the Pree14ent 4ate4 
July 13th fro• Under Seoretary Welle• 
enoloe1ag oahll froe Jabaee&4or 
lenn14)" 1n re Oolonll DonoYan11 
•11•1on abroad. 



Ja.l7 12, 11.0. 

ICJ 4MI' Mr. PN1141Dtl 

Joe leue4J llae J•t o&11e4 •• oa Uae te1epboae 

to aek •• ~ 1aT ltltoN '" pereoaallJ Uw aUaebe4 
'-leiJ'M. Be feele Yll7 eti"'OIC17 tbat Ooloae1 DoaoY&D 

oaaao' poee1b17 ''' &aJ latoraatloa esoept t~ 
ov eneUq anna.., aa4 uftl. auaoble an4 tbat 

kit alelloa •111 et.plJ Nt1llt 1a oreaUq ooatuloa 

aa4 ale•4en\all41q • tiM part of \M lrlUeh. J 

to14 hla \bat I wftld la7 kit ••••.,. before '" ~' 
\bat J .aentoo4 ,...,. 4Hlll• U.4 alreadf beea u41. 

Woal4 ,... 11' • aew lt '" wlM .., •• ..,. ~ 
be IIDt ,. Joe altottt tkll MUII'f 

lelliYI-

.... 
hbpM 211& 
troa Lo114oa. 

fte PNtl4eat, 

ftle WllUI ..... 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

WAS .. -itNG T ON . 



Jul7 22, 1~ 

POE 53 2 bEtS&& 

JmlOJWIDU)( FOR 

'l'HE SECRE'l'ARr or 'l'HE UAVY 

'l'hle ••oran4WI tro• Ben Cohen 
h vor\h reading. In Yln of \he olauee 
ln the blg authorization bill I e1gne4 laet 
Saturda7 wh1ah h intended to be a ~lete 
proh1b1Uon of eale, I frankl.7 doubt lf 
Cohen • • •..orandua l!Ould etand up. 

Aleo I fear Congreu 1e 1n no 
110od at the preeent time to allow &ll7 
tor. ot eale. 

You •1ght, hoveYer, think OYer \he 
poee1b111t7 at a little later date of tr7-
1ng to get Congreeelonal aotlon to allow \he 
eale of the•• deetrorere to Canada on oon­
d1 t1on that the7 be ueed eolelr ln Aller1oan 
B.-lephere defenee 1. e., tro• Oreenland to 
Br1 Ullh Oulana 1Dolu41ng Beawuda and the 
Veet Ind1ee. It 1e obYloue that thle wu14 
be of great au1e\d4e u lt would releaee 
other ~c for other parpo••• aDd 110ul4 
rellwe UD1ted State• of a part ot \he 
reepone1b111t7 tor aalnla1D1ng oar preeeat 
patrol. 

' 1 

P. D. ~ 

EDoloean 

. ' . 
fdr/tmb 

Let to t he President from Ben v. Cohen , Nat . Power Polley Com., 
Interior Building W~sh , d . c . 7/19/40 enclos i ng memo h e has pre­
pared t1h1oh he t n! nks shows that there r eally i s no legal ba .. ( rler ) 

OVfr 



by renRon or our own etstt.~tee or the lav or nAtlone1 whloh voulc1 

etan4 1n tho WftY of the r elcaee ot our old dootroyora t rom our 

naval aerv1ce And tho1r oAle to the Brltlah - 1! their releft.ae 

tor auch purpoee voul4 1 AI l t leaet eoae navPl auL~orlt1ea bt­

l 1•ve , atrcngthen rRth~r t h nn wetken the detonae poultlon of the 

ti . s. 
J.re::lO entitled •Re: SendinC erreot1ve Meter1al A14 to Oreat &rltain 

wlth Pnrtlcular Roterencot t o the !en41ng or Deetrorera.• 

- "!'0--.... --...... 



THE WHrr& HOUSI 
WMHIHOTON 

Octobor 4, 1940. 

eQ¥14 
IIEIIOJWIDU'A I'Oll 

tlm SF.CRETAI<X OF !lit UVY: 

I aa a U ttle wor••i o4 about 
tho Iorden Faotory on L&7ayotto 
Stroet

1 
l ow York Ci ty. Wby not 

.. vo i t t o the oauntry whore i t 
oaD be put behind a borbed oiro 
r .... o, 

r. D. 11. 



THE SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

October 15, 1940 --

~()' dear llr. President& 

I have been rather hoping for an 
opportunity to tell you personally how greatly I 
adJii.red your speech Saturday night. I t is .;y 
considered op.inion tbat in all of your career you 
have never surpassed the closing paragraphs of 
that speech. Ir I lr:now the Allerican people, they 
will not only invoke approval but they will help 
to build up in their hearts that fighting spirit 
without which a country like ours cannot endure. 

I have just had a f.ine letter fro• 
A~ Yarnell filled with sound adv.ice, I should 
like to quote a sentence fro• that letter& "Always 
we .ust have,-No Appease.ant,-No Defeatisa,-Mo 
lk:Clellan.isa. There aust be a spirit of 1 can do ' 
inatead of ' can • t do 1 • " The t bolls down into a 
very nut shell .;y own .ental attitude. 

The President 
The Yihi te House 

lours sincerely, 



'!IDl SI><'•BTAJ!T or M NAVY 
WAS"! 0'1()~ 

Ot-tober 21, 1140 

IC)' dear Mr. Pr.ddert.t:: 

1 aa returnln& ber.-tth Store~ 8t1aaon•a l etter 

1 have talked tho c.ttor over with Secretary 

Sti-.on and cathorod tho 1mprota1on that he waa aati1tied that 

would ~~eet aJ 1 tho roquire:monta . 

The Whi tA ftou.ae 

For letter referred to from Stimaon to roR or Oet JZ , 1940 
re ••tabl1ehinc the Pleet at 81n«apore tor ••r1oua roaaon. Which 
he outun .. and tv tho ori&inal ot the abo•• -o ftOI' Knox 

h ••Stlaton toldn·Dr.-.r 1· 1940 



Ottha ol the laerat&r}' 
n,t"'na-61( ~) 
JA/Jorld 

Cop7 f 
"'l ,.. 
I 

lUIIJlJO!OI 
'>? r/). /( 19 1/ ~ 

- - 1 lll'o 

Aa the hol"et&r}' ot It&t. 1e ...so.dttecll7 ...,.. a Board ot U., u4 1&"7 ottiMJ"I wu appolated 'II}' till Pree1dat to "r111t 11114 rapon "PPOl n111a"ble lite• tor ll&ftl aad a1r bull b ~-'111114, lw 1•, "h-·, ~ ... ft. t.la, Ma14&4, atlpa, •4 lrlt-18 ~. !hh loud wu ..,.._tat 11114 "-oti-4 p111'nut to the prmliou oCIIltalMd b the exolwlp ot note• dated lapt.bar I, lMO, "batana the ..-t.tleh ..,..., ..... aad the laoret&r}' ot 11:ate. 
'!lie rapoi"U ot thle Board haft ...._ I'Milftt, ra"ri_. 11}' the IMrftar}' .r Wv &Dd the IMJ"It&r}' ot the la"J' • ad t_,.c!H to the l'rllidaat tor hh alt1oa. It h uderetood tM.t the rapoi"U ot tbe Board b tlloll ou11 wbioh haft rHalftt the Prlll<Mat' • apoo prOft1 haft "belli torwvdad "117 the Prelidaat to the IHret&r}' ot It&t. tor t'llri:har M COt1at1CIIll with the Jrithh Oooe• t ill order to IOU te the l iUlac ot till bull "117 tile lr1thll Oon.--1: to the UBited lt&tee u ooataaplated ill the .,..lwlca ot nota• dated lapt•er I, lMO, abo?~ -"1_.. 

AlloiiC the tll'et ot tile loard1 1 r aperte wu the - ill'rol"rillc the leu• to the UBited lt&tee ot "buaa 1a ~-4lu.4 aad the ... ftl op-" ot till D&ftl aad a1r bull ill ~oadlaad hu pi'OCJ"IIIH to a cr-tar ataat than ill a.q ot the other l~itl11 ill'rolftt, lw ,.,, to till the b-dar1eo ot tile &riU ia ~ouadlaad are 110tr procrn•lac np1417 aad the 1&"7 ~ h ul:a ••17 --'-thet ~ -••ury be oCIIll ted 111 ....... that tllo llt&b-l ht ' aad ua ot Mftl aad air buee lJI l..toa4111114, •• wll u 1a the orthor ...... lr1thh eoloal11, -.,. pr-' with all poail"ble •q•dlid.•· 

tiler& h ~tted harwith u u ... olonre a 10p7 ot a llttor wldeh- ....t.ftt "117 the learatar}' ot the I&"J' troa * ..-t.UD QaU'p 4 Atft1rH ia WulllJic'Ga, D.c., oa lot ' or 11, lMO, rala'lft to the Nt&bll...,t ot the buN ia ~-4111114 , Atto.\1• 11 lftlted to JIU8C"Ph d et We l etter reo4lac u tol• 1-· . 
"tM Owtw t ot the UBited h&Me ellall twttonth tab iWpa to &p"M wt t:to the a.... t ot ~ouad111114 

... \ 

'/, ...,(' 

y. 4UAJ 



OD & pr-4aro to be adopted tor tho ••"1-t Uld pa~ 
'bJ the Ulllted hateo Cloow ••' et olaiM « -• ot pri• 
ftW propw 'J tor oa,. ... atioa tor loeo or .s-p whloh _,­
be _ .. 'bJ aproprlatloe. • 

Ia o otloe wi 1:11 tko abon qwW paravapll trOD the lrl Uoh 
Cbarp 4 .a.ttalroo I 4- l t ~ to .,.._ tbo tou.wtac _. 
traoto trOD tho o:rohallco o~o dated lept.ber !, l MO, u tou ... , 

"llio *3•-'7'• <lOfts twill oonro tko p-11Dt to tbo 
Clowes ' ot tho Vnlted ltoteo, trMl7 ucl withoat o-ld• 
oratloa, ot tbo loaoo tor 1_..&\e ootabll~ Uld uo 
ot Mftl uwl air lluoo Mel tullltloo tor ODtruoo thereto 
o.ad oporatloa Mel protootloe tlu!rMt, oe tho .A.ftloa Pwdan• 
l a and 011 tho oouthonl OMit ol ll..t~uwl•••· • 

.&11 tho lluoo ud tullitlll rotii'H4 to 1B tho prooM-
1~~& paracrapll will be louod to •• 11111 ted Ito teo tor a 
period et ~ ,._ •• triO ,._ all rat Uld o~~ar, •• 
otkor tb.a ... u aa,.n .. ttoe to be llliWall7 acroo• OD to be 
pale! 'bJ 1:111 liJdted ltoteo i ll ..,.. to .,,. ... to tho _,.. 
ot prln.te prop11 \) tor loll 'bJ 1 apr1attoa or dua«o 
arloiJl& out ot tho ootol>Uo~ ot tho lluoo IIDcl tutllttoo 
ill quorttoe.• 

It appoar1 to "'- la"'7 ~ tbot tho toru ot tho acroo­
-t on oat al>Oft ooat.aplate two t~W~co, - 171 (l) !hat 1111 
lrltloh *jon,.•o Cloow t will • ...,.. tbat p-11Dt to tho ClOT•• .n 
ot 1:111 llidW ltoteo ot 1:111 ... ftl uwl air lluoo ooataplatH 1Jl tllo 
onh•C" ot 110t111 Uld (I) !!>at till Clovw t ot tho llldtld ltoteo 
will pq' til Bb ....,...,.,. Clovw t jlln u,. .. atl• tor t!lo bODetlt 
ot -• et ,riftto propw t) tor loll 'bJ oq oprlattoa or duap 
arhbc on ot 1:lao ootobllo~ ot 1:111 M.oo Uld tullttloo, 

Jt will be DOted U tho 'l'lOI:otlOD trOD tho Jlrltloh Charp 4 
Attalroa lnter tbot bo &ttapto to lilpooo upoe tho Clon.s at ot tho 
llldted ltateo tho taolr ot eolli~~& to u laCJI t witk tho Clooos t 
or ...., .... , .... - & prooo4aro to be a4opW tor tho ontl-t ... 
pa,_t 'bJ tho 'Oat ted ltoteo Ooow t ot print. olabui tor propw t) 
oapi op;late4. tho la"'7 ~ lo otrODcl7 ot 1:111 op1Jl1GB that tho 
llldted ltotoo Cloow t 101111lld M.n DO dn4hc ill uq ot 1:111 Colalal 
0-'o la _, pru11'tap to o 1 op;lato ,rtnte propo; t, . It lo •­
otdoroj tkat J ep;latlOD ai&IU GO ~ aJid _, I b a fuDOtiOD Ot 
111• ... ..,. •• Ooow t, ~ •• 1:111 l"7 Dopw twilt to ta poo• 
oo11lOD ot lat-tloa I'OMind troa tbo loard whloh hu -4• tbo our­
'1'0)'0 ot proopeftln lluoo that thoro lo la .....,, oW'tala -rcoaq 



___ ':& ____ _ 

t~ !' .UOtrl4 I 

wv tiM lethlation throupout the lll"ithh -.ptre which wo'lllcl aclait at eliJII41t1- exprop1'1atloa prooH<liJa«• ao that ......, it the Ullit e4 Statea Ooow t hd •T atan41Ja« i ll 1110h -ttera ill the Coloaial Coarta 1 t wavl4 ~ -oh 110re cledrable 1D the ~reate ot apH4 tor the Bri thh Gon~t to inati tllte nob prooH41Ja«l, 

Ia n• ot the taot that the ooa41lot ot all utotiati ou 1a oonneotioa with the aoquhitioll or t he .. ll&Yal IJicl air bu .. baa bHn and atill h, aa the Ja-..y Departaellt uncleratancll it, a tunotlon ot the DepartMnt or State rather thiJI that ot the War anc1 11.-..y Depart­Mate , it h 1\IC~Itecl that the Depart.ent ot State take thh -tter up with the Br i thh lllbuay to ~ end that all hrther lletotlat i oaa may be oentralhed and hiJidled re they pr operl y belont• l hould the Stat e DllpartMnt ~eire VJ:f tllai•taaee or actYi oe tree the laT7 Departllwlt, or the ~11 ot a Uaiaoa officer to WGrk with the ltate Dllpw Wilt ill t hh -tter, the la."f7 Departllellt wi 11, ot courae, ~ Kla4 to COIIpl'T with the State DepartJMilt'• wiahea ill the ... tter. 

!be lll"it hh Cb&rte 4 J.ttairea llu been llatorMd ot the reter­enoe ot hie letter to the Seoret&rT ot ltate. 

!be llollort.ble, 
!be Seoret&rJ ot State, 
Waahi~, D, C, 

cc-!be Pl'eat.s-t 
!be Secr etary of War 



~SF: 

The New Cabinet Appoint~e ~ 
{;lt.....---b d · 1 · r · m uc w1t 1 pill otlam over pn JtJc.s, ~~~u ent 

Roo~~CYclt has appointed Henry L Stim•nn and Frank • 
Knox to hia cebinet at .ecrchuire or W~tr i\nd Nnvy tr.:..., 
pectivcly. Upa.,llinK all pre«dent. thr l'rc•idrnt appoint­
ed two Republic:nns, firat bc:c:nuoe of . their wide exper­
ience a.a c xeculivra in a military way. r~nd 8Ceondly to 

I unite the people o£ thi• rnuntry a.a a sing)c· unit working 
townrd 11 ddinitr e nd in this timr nf World eme rge ncy. 

The Democrat 11pprt>vea the · "ppninttn~nto of tlw 
Preaident, rcaliLing th&t in tint•·• hkc theoc tnday, tlct•r<­
is no time for politico und p!trty difference., but thllt it i• 
the duty of ev.-ry AmNiCIIn riti/.rn to l.nc·k th~ I{<~VPrn­
mcnt sa 3 unit fnr the cornmnn c.nl ~«"'. A ft.-r llw \\lc nld 
hu11 UJ,tain ~rtll...'( l dflWil, w e kuow uul w lw11, llwu. hnd 
only tlw 11, com uJJr twu ~;rwl Nationul parliev •ettle their 
differences. 

Why did the f"rcl'lidrnl ;'f>flflilll I wn Hc·pui,Jj,•,u t:, lu 
hia cu.bi ltc l) 'f'J 1i:o& itc il (.;UII IIIIOII CjlH"-"I i011 1111 tfw lips nJ 
mauy people in tt.r c;nuntry. and n~hi u we· rcil r rhll' :lw 
Prcaiclcnt's eau nd oC p lucinH pol rio t ism over pnlit ics. 

No doubt t loc r rc•ident throuRh vnriou• Jipln~e u;ti<' 
and gnvcrnmoutal chunnnltt hns jnfn rmnljo n h·Hd iuu l·illl 1 
to hc:licve thnt tho Un ited S tole• i• in dno~c·r o r oc i~:lot 
80011 be in dtl ll f.(Cf of invnsion. The dcfrHL or Cu:Ht 

I Bri tai n, with il tlln rJer nnd aniuhty fl f~(·l, woulcllmmrdii•l•~· 
ly pul thi• country nn tlcc •pot. ' l'l n•r.forc' tho cr. ilit:or_v 

luncl nnvnl posta in the cuhin~t tuu•t I.e fill"d witlo tn~n 
o f widr e xpcrit·m:f•, dyrmmit• in dutrnclc·r, 11wn w iH-, •-:~ut 
conduct with (JUick n·Huha the ufficc" for tlu- lk"'~l i ll'c·r-
eat" of our n!'tinnnl dcfc ntte hnrl Ht:curily. Mt·n wlm iu 
cat! of cmrrl(rnry lmvo the milirtuy nhlily tu prntrd uur 

I 
country; whn luwr 1ltr nbility tu ('Xt'"ruk tlw lmilc;inJ(' 
for thia rnuury nf ,, ),,,1<,. anclllOWt•rful nrmy. '"'vy ·md 

, flir f•UCt", IJ\'t'UIUJ IH ltHIU". \Vhru lhi:ot prn~rnut i~ t c,m ... l 
,,lrt<"cl , it will (,.. llu· ('uuntry':t •:rNth:~t ,:,._,fcf(U'-'rd 11r lj 
pc.•;oo·. 

- --- ---- ---·---
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THE SECRETARY OF' THt HAVY 
W A .... INOTON 

I n conneGtion with th~ Pret~-Rooaevftlt type 
., ot a1rplan• carrier , I have been informAd tl1at at. the ""'""'-4""' l Yard on the Cult the Nnr1t.1J:ltt CO';llli1RII10n hee a 

'-.7 f ohip noorlnP. ooaplet1on. I t 1e expootod tbot it will 
bo oolllploted by !.larch 1s t. Thi e •hip , whllo •t tho 
y6r0, could ho ve • fli&ht deck put on her. Our poople 
eet.in11te that it.. will tal<e abouto t~e r~tllnthe to do 
thio . It probably could be done ~ore quicklY on • otip 
now under oonetruction then if 1 t had t.o be CO''lfllet.el.y 
remodeled tor the purpose . 

There is another ship 1n the aem• o, tegory 
o~lnP orr th~ weye on l une let. A 0111Dp~ ln th• ,lana 
1n thle lt ordered at once ~uld, undo~btedlf . ~ve 
ua a aeoond. or these e:xperill:.ent.al c"rrlera 1n tl•• - ... ntt:e. 
Tho alternatlTe to this use ot these two Y~taela la 
I procur~ent Of tho tWO Danish Teeaele, tb~ re-odeliD& 
ot wh10b could be undertaken at once lt •~~ l~gal ~ 
to set thee oould bo f ound . 

The edvftntage or the Daniab ~hip~ 18 t~~t they 
both have Dieeel enginee, whloh ie ~ ~fto14~d e~TftntaAe, 
in view ot the purpose tor whiob thoao ahipa ero to be 
uood . 

I have given instructions t.o mt\kO eomo axper1r:.rnt.a 
at see with one ot our onrriere ua1ns both Ruto~ro And 
that. amalt plane you described . 



TH£ SECRETARY OF" TH£ NAVY 

lan.u r, ll, 1041 

You r!II\S hftVP thou~~ that I ht~~d rot"'-OTten that 
duty you oha.rpf'!d mfll ""-th, with rt~"t~toPO't to tot"' sur·· 
~sted mnr1n~ rAilway ftt th"' I•t~nuR . 

AI a :!ll'ltter or tllct , the thiUI' hnu ~on ~ov1ng 
prott.Y elowl,y bflonuse it is, t~o you know , 11 rndloul 
4ap~r ture . Attor oon~irterln~ the mfttt~r o~rAtully, 
I hi\Vf' decided that Renr Admirnl YrAtt"rio R. H 1rris, 
{C~C) 0 . S . NAvy , Retired, hftnd or a lftrge ~n'1 ~or­
lOR ooncorn in No- York , will be th"' b~et ~~n to 
ti ve us th~ oont14en-1ftl report on it . 

He l\ftf' liv1sed n:e that h, h~UI "tnt II Cl\ llble ana 
~llebl~ associate do~ tb"'re to ~~ke a qulo~ aurv~ . 
~t.nd he .-rpeotfl "";O haY • bia bAck 1n U•w York ttocetl:e 
w1tn1n the next ten dayo . 

Hia letter 11'ld1clltt>a that. thf!t ttHP,III"~tlon has 
eome ftArit and oould possibly ~ d~velo~ed in A a~e· 
\lol.nt. 11041tle4 ton . At. the preeeot tiae he wug­
gtltl that ~h~ ~te oould coneiat ot ftbout 130 
allee ot eoa- level oAna1 and only About 10 ~lles or 
llftr1no r"ll'"'-Y · 

Juet A• tftat "a I pet ~ny Add1t1on~l dfttftlle , 
I will pao• th~ along. 

Ho mn~o• • wil d su••• ot th~ ooot , ~ think• 
1t will bo in oxoeoo ot $500,, 000 , 000 . 

lc 

I H t 
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--Serial llo.OlllJ 

(SC)DD/ln~. 
NAVY DEPJ.\._R'rAtEN'l., 

WA.SUlNOTON 

1 ICy clear llr . President: 

Enclosed nerewith, tor your •1r.~ture , i s a reply 

to tho note trom the Chars~ c! ' At!airoa or Groat Britain 

elated January 9, 1941. 

Sincerely yours , 

Enol. 

!he President, 

The "t'hite House . 

r • • 

··· .~a !!.U 
:luu U1k. ~~oo . • ct1211~a1 
D . ... B-s-t(. 
s,_,.,. •. @u~ ~ +e~ 



Detr ~r . President, 

III:ITIIM UIIAIIY, 

WAI NUICTOM, D.C . 

I enclose horein tho 

text ot a c.e~s· c;e troc tbe PrUne Uniatel' 

t iob I h ve been intstructocl b!' tole~ m 

to oor.v y to you. 

BelloY• .e, 

J r L.."!" . F:-ea1 t!eot., 

.,,. • Sr.ee:-ely :J u.;._,, 

Tho llonouroblo 

lrunkl1n D. !luosevel t • 

President of the United ~t tee ot ... o :-1ce.. 

,, s!Ungtcn, D. C. 
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11! believe you know we have not yet 

been able to bring many ot your deatroyora into 

action. AB I hava econ it atatod this iB due t o 

our inability to man them I ohollld like to tell 

.YOU that thie is not the eaoo . Indeed we could 

man e.nother 30 destroyere !"rom Anerlca tr-cm April 

next onwards beaidea your tint 50. The min 

..-eaac:m ot the delay haa boen t.he noceea1 ty tor 

carrytng out conaidereble dockyard work to tit 

them ~or service in arcluoua oondi tiona in North 

Western approaches . Exteneive re-conditioning 

1a of' course inovi table in oao.o of ships loid up 

tor long per1odo and the Admiralty io g1 ving 

your Navnl Attache hero do toile or the work found 

necosenry as it may bo vnluoble tor you to have 

them ln caao you want to work up any ot tho 

destroyers l ying in your yarde. " 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.Tanuar;r 10, 1g41 

MEMORANDUM roa 

THE SIOU'l'ARY or 'l'HE NAVY 

ror preparation ot repl;r. 

r. D. R./'-b 

Enoloeurte 

Letter from Nevile Butler , Brit ish Embass,y , 
Washington , D. C. , i79/J:6 to the Presia ent 
with attnched text of a message from the 
Prime Minister in re destroyer s . 

' tf" 



THE SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY 

WASHINGT ON 

January 25, 1941 

!.!EII)RAIID!lll FOR TilE PRESIDEnT• 

With respect to that proposed training area ill 
North Carolina for the use of the llerinea 1 I have issued 
instructions today to select a coapetent negotiat.r, 
preferab~ a man from the South 11' possible, who will con­
teet the owners or the land ill North Caroline and aee what 
can be done about procuring the land at the lowest pouible 
price. 

I have irustructed O.nero.l Holcomb to give me 
several aJ.terMtiva areas eo that the North Carolina people 
will understand that no decision baa been a:sde in the mt,.. 
ter and that they must compete with other regions 11' they 
want this camp to go to their atete. I think in this wo.y 
we can get the coat of the land at least cut ill half end for 
possib~ less than that . 

Before we do anything about it at e.ll and after I 
have received a repor t from tbie negotiater, I will taka it 
up with you again. 
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THE SECRETARY OF" TH E NAVY 

WA$HINO T ON 

Janu.ary 27 1 19.U 

MEIDRANDUJ.! FOR TilE PRESIDENT 

llecent l,y I had a requeet from you to provide you 
wit.b t.be dete on the German populat i on o! Brezll . I am 
enclosing the d es ired informt i on herewith . 

Enc . 



la replt ref~ to No.. 

Op-1&-F 

SUBJECT• 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

Ot' FIC!o: 0>' NAVAL lNTELLH~F.NC& 

WASUINCTON 

January 27 , 1941 

ICE2.!0RANDUM 

Gorman Nationals and Citizens of German Descent 
in Br azil. 

1 . Tbe foll owing f igurea were compiled on September 
11, 1940, as a result of a study of dAta and infonn&tion from 
various rel i able sources, 

Total Population 4:3 , 246, 931 (1 ) 

L/"GerDIUl Na tionale 

/Citizens of German Deaeent 

40 , 000 to 50, 000(2) 

1, 500, 000 to(~) 
2, 000, 000 

Not• •• 

(l ) World Almanac, 1940 
(2) Embassy, Rio de Janeiro No. 3276 of 

July 12, 1940. Other estimates, 
O. N. I . from Immigrat i on figurea, 100,000; 
Am. Consul , S&o Paulo , 1 ,000 , 000 , 

(3) Embauy, Rio de Janeiro llo, 3276. 

2 . The following ie f rom Naval Attache , Rio de Janeiro, 
Report No. 186, dated November 26, 1940r 

German Nt.tionala 

German Nationals 

150, 000 - Estimate mt.de by t he 
Director of lmmigrt.tion, 
Brazil , 

231 , 519 - Figuree compiled by Nt.vt.l 
Attache from vt.rioue 
att.tietiet.l reports , 



THE SECRETARY or THE NAVY 
WAaWI~OTON 

'<IORAilllOW !'JR Tli£ PRESIDfliT 

Recent.l:l at. a Cabinet. ••tLnn you eoktd 111 t.o 
h'W1Ulrt •• to how 11111Ch 'bualntu Ute !la.y Dts»rt.~Mnt n• 
cLvL.r'll( t.he Ktutr'el and E•aer Co•paey , mtJctrl ot optLcal 
e(lu\p.nt. I tlnd that ... an al•lnt. t,l,e• • vtr')' eon­
lldtrt.ble volu..e o!' bustnue a.nd t.bt7 are 411ch.aralnl 
t.htlr tunet.Lon l.n • very Mt.l1fac:t.o17 ..., . 

}t 



/ 
TH[ WMIT£ HOUSL 

WASHINGTON 

! he ;rou l"h1t 1 co ! OJO 
urs..in roc.flden:.lal r.d pn n-.. t'Oa:ut.le U r~ 
In ludta, r. ~mo. n.:a• to ., J roa •ne crt~~t ry 
or tt1• ru•"1 J e. n D-O~*> nrlu.'"' •o •he ~f'",... ry or 
t.le !n.vy b7 Jo~ut J . l!eClo~ or l!)e r:.,. hf*r nt 
r rid oo '1 or rout h m~to me~e ~7 ¥c' loy tft t' 

t 1 C'Onv.Jr .t.Jont with Lb.n.-oaot, Th~ rc~. 

?s:. ~ ..... .r--h L L.. 
~.f:/! ~7~~ 

J:t 
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nscu:t101a: 

Yobrw<r.Y 17, lS.l 

1 am GUl'e you w-Ul lind tho encloeed lt8lll0t&Mwoi. fro. John J, UcCl.oy intereaU.ca: anci potail:ll7 the rr.11dent. 'WO\&..l4 &lao like \.o rud it.. 

1~ 1how1 how euiJ.y a miaunde.rot.andlng can OCC\U' ovtr notblntf. n. 11 Ju.zt. too ba4 that.. JUlki.e clid not. cet. h1a •!:satt at.r-a.lth\.• bat. 1 c&n ur.O.rat.&nd, U.\ -tt.h all ot thtl thinp M na 1.Tying: to pick uv 1n • ehort ar-c• of t.1Jnt1 bo-o hi might. taU t.o underat.n.nd exactly what. wae oeant; eapec1ally in relat.Jcn \.o r;anl ..at.t4!ra wi't.b whlch bot u utc..r}¥ untoa111.u. 

Alt.tr you Mve rud t-hia and ehown it. t.o the Pnl14ent., pleue ,.nd 1t back for a:J !ilea. 

1•1 , ... nlc Knox 

&nc. 

I I { 
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liAR D!PARTIIIIIT 

.ASHINOTOH 

Fol>rwlry 12, 19U 

121DW:l>Ulii'OR OOI.Ot>i:L lOili, S!lC'JiliTAllY OF n11 ll4VTr 

Prorl m:t ~with l.lm.sdon Thorne, wh01 ae you know, 
acc~iod tl . ({ . abroad, I did not rathe r th.at the Brit.bh 
wore ukins tor .ore deatroyora troa our tloot.. Ht oaph.luized 
tMt thoy were shor t on cfeatroyor e and that tho thort.~ aroao 
l.&r£'111 &I a result. o! the conplftion in the Dri.tbh porta . It 
••• a aa.tter ot reconditionintT 5 - 10 d .. troy.rt per .:.nt.h, rather 
than tupp.l,;rinf the= with 5 - 10 deet.royore ~r .ont.h . I waa PIJ"­
ticulArl.7 inquiaiti.., about. thia an4 'lllorM, olio io an oxeollent 
un and who a.at. in on the act:U.ralty conferenco111 tzr.h,aeic.c! aever41 
tiMe that. it wae a mu.c:r ot reoondit.iOft.i.zv S - 10 dutroyera p11r 
.,nth, thua relleYi.n.c eon,cestion in t.ho Cr1t.11h porta. 

n»rne abo carrled. t.lw ••aace t.tat t.he B:-1t1&!\ wantAd 
uo t.o 1not.&ll tho eq.Us-nt r<>r -tisiAI ttw ohlro o,ra1Mt aiDes; 
t.hia woW.d ,...t.l7 rellen tJ\.eir F.t COI\IIIt.lon, and it was a s!Dph 
Job. He alao ~ a cry for (1} _...., PBY boat11 part.lcW.arl7 !or 
thio apriAc; an<1 (2) ) ,000,000 t.ono or ohlppln~ 1n 1942. 

t¥o 4oubt you have beard all ab)ut. cJ\11 troa ot. her aourcu, 
but I wanted t.o ~~tt it to 1"'U procpt.J.7, u I th1nl< it 11 portieul.arJ.7 
bzlport.ant. t.o ret. this cat.t.er of their req\lllt. tor cttlt.rO)'tl"l cleared 
up. rorein me tor barcins into naval m&t.t.tra. 

~Ank lsn D. ftoo• ovelt Li\rarr 

OEGlASSIFIED 
DOD OIR. o~co . e <•fa716•> 
e ... . '1- 3- 70 

Js..,..,,. •. ")Vil- . 
• ............, ~· ,.j 

1•1 JJ 

JOlm J . J.'cCl.OY 

p, s. I ... onclo~ - """"' DOtoo I - or .., tall< with !home. 
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' _,..11• o. ~00.,.nH Liln'OrJ 

l fC LASSIFI E.D 
tlUU llli!. ~2oo."l"(t/111&1) 

hbr\Ary 11 , 1114.1 

'l>.'-'l.- '- ':'ALl L~ L . l . ! . 

on febnoar:t lO t.tt. ~ecretary atk"i t:~" to t~•n • ol--•t. 
With %. rarar4t~ hl• ~~reri•nee• and t•Jof\1 arleint ou\ or hi• 
fttOfll\t; t-rip to LoMo:a with II , I"e har1 tnn .Ul t,.he luiJ.q 

i•urftl ln ~'.nl'l-.m and ha.d ·.atJ cany oonhr•M•e dth milttary , 
~\l'~t.l , and dr author! tiea . In tone cal" I he q uot"P! )lr . ChuroMll 
•tlrtt~tlyr in othl'lra , hU l'l"'!lfl.rltt .,,.,. re"lly a CIO~'i'Oilt• ot' hh 
C!Onhtllft(IU , lie had CUIIUNlrh.ed ira IOnO'tlht. brief rom t:hfl lllprea­
elonl to1J had ·atned , u.d lt 'II'U hrr.~ly 1ror1 thoat note• thAt he 
hlkttd to 111e . 

'!' · nJ.d thtt ,-r••W•t ne"Pi' ""''" t!•lp tn th~p.,.tn' • tho 
neoeuary auhtanoe ic tt~ he•vy bol:abl11 j roruM , raY boats and 
M\lll:lfl• mrtne bomt.r1 , usl 'tllfte• •lth roun1 onft , tllot <;r&iniD" , 
lt ~ulbl• , •nd '#Olunt .. er oren ~ rttllen t,t._., 4el•)'t c:ont.~tot.~ with. 
oonurttnr &niH pUoa.a to A.aerlO&D ahlt• • A.:k!•ht .,.~. l111f0rtant 
l t• h ... u ara~i MII:JW'li t.loD, aJ. r or4nace~t u ... and wp1-1t .... they 
loot "..O .&Mrl<:a f'o r : , 000,000 WL-1 of '-rlo-.tl at:lrfltr. Al\yth.lttf 
U..~ oan bot 4on. to •f~ed tda ft'Orrua-.aat." 40f't , t'h.• ai'...lJ: lCl 
sltu,at.lon h ...._rhe4 a\abata.!lth.lly •• toll a-at 

Cr••t P'-rl~:o 1--.a4 ;-r1or t.o th •ar f.&,OOO. OOO - 00,000,000 
ton• ot •MFJinr or l:::l:por·u fOr )"'ar . th~7 n11•.! 40,000, 000 tom per 
y.ar to aictatc tl-:" roo.t auppl)' re~tuir .. •cta an ·-~·S doalrablo 
~tunlttona •'Jf..-ly. they will Do-.· ha" only ~u .ow,uuo tor.a r-•r y.ar . 
Thla t1 ur• h bu•d uron the beat jul.lc-.. nt wd , ••t o;~~~ .,erienoo •1th 
11nk1t1•a . tJnlou .reru.n;y h ablo to l an<J a Oil malnt-.Jn fclrcoa in thet 
oountry in 1V41 , tho)' reel that. thf!)' Ol'n ,•at throu,.,h t~ • winter or 
Ul4l ·li42 without> ata.rTation. or the 40 , 000, UOO ton• ot la.porta "er­
nr H h no of!tUary to \ltf!t 24 , 0001 0\X) on lllUnltlona ,.n.t 16 ,000, 000 on 
'fiOd o Of 1. ... httl'lr , Or\, .. thlrd 11 MCUUt')' tor anla.l t"ooda and 
f~trttlhf!ra •nd ~·o-th1f'dl tor hWM.n tool! . "'hu• rar t.hey ha•e not 
dr-a•. on &rl)* or tl".eir otoolc:l or beet on t.h«'' hoot . fi'I•Y Nwe abo"''" 
OM )to<~&r ' • 1upply, it they abould .:Jra.w on thlt aou.tllft. cr ocmrte , 
u they ou~ ln~ tt..t , ~. ,.~will be tCII'" •hrlr\#:1"" ln thot tuprHea 
rJ~t .. l'.ah••4 for ..n.U.l food , bot •~n th.-t. 10\U'"' h ron,. H will be 
toM !'or "''O • :-~ey 1\a.~ •n.llable ~ tonn•'"" o!" •n ro~:hH•":.oly 
U,iJOO". OOO - 0 , 000. 000. Oi) to 't1A7 led .hmlll, tt. loots •• lf tt.•y 
-tll "'" a S;u"flU. ~:-_.,... ... ., .~ ... ~~ Y~at "M1 O&ft u ..... but 1t llnlrlnrl 
ln .. r,.•u . •• ,...hfly ~ob.abl7will . l• h 11!11"t"ratt.,.... t•t. t.h•:r -..~ a.:1 
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immediate increase in the number of ohi po. They are l ooking to 
240,000 tone of impounded ohipping here , and, &lao, an additional 
aaount in South America. And, above all , t hey look to our building 
fro• 3 , 000, 000 to 4,000,000 t one of ahipping by 1942. They are in 
great need of more deot royera , but would prefer to have 5- 10 
dee troyaro fully reconditioned per month in our port a, and that minor 
repeiro on coeercial ahipa be done i n t hia country, than t o have a 
large number of deat royer e given to them which they woul d have to 
mai ntain fro111 t heir ovn porh. Another t hi"8 that they would like 
to have done here io the inatallation of equipment against magnetic 
mines, which could eaaily be done in our yarda. 

They are in great need of ni ght fightera and anti-aircraft 
guno and the radio direction ot uff that goeo with them. They m&ke a 
apecial pl ea for . 303 &~~~:~~unition. They aay i t !IIUst be manufact ured 
here in greater quantitiea, and t hey atreoo the feet that the armies 
oi!llply cannot function properly without uniformity in thia tfpe of 
rifle and ammunition. They point out that the manufact ure of .303 
ammunition, aa distinguished f ro• .30 ammuni tion, ia no difficulty; 
it ia largely a matter of jige. They urge that ve get these jiga 
and help them with t heir flow of this ammunition which, after all, ia 
t he chief arm of the firet- line fighti"8 forces. They are abort on 
ammuni t ion !or thei r tank gune , and all small e rma and BmmUOition, 
They place great omphasia on the excellence of the light Bo!oro gun, 
and particular emphasis on the desirability of getting into production 
on it Just aa it ia, without modification. It atanda up beautifully 
under combat conditione and hae been thoroU&hlY teeted. Take it aa 
it ia, and get a lot of then . They also urge hurry-up methods on the 
. 37 mm and 90 111m guna, vhich t hey say are moat effective but muet be 
made in quantity. •ror God 1a oake , hurry the anti-aircraft program. • 

Production experte wi t h whom T. talked warn !rom their own 
experience i n England and from what they know of American production 
t hat ve ahould be on guard &gainet ohortagee in (1) aluminum, (2) 
electrolytic zinc, (3) braes, (4) all oyed ateel, (5) gun forgings , 
and probably (6) drop forgings. 

They would need $250 ,000, 000 of ~~~&chine toola in 1941. T. vaa 
aaked to emphaeize st rongly the neceaaity for developing and dilat ing our 
entire t ool and machine indus t ry; for the manufacturers t o aubcontract 
and pnea on to other !IIBnu!acur ere the older deeigne and their experience, 
whi le the established firms took up nev Jobs. 

JJMcC 

JJii(lltll 

1Pant11n D. ~ooeevelt Librar, 

DEOLP..SSir![D 
000 ll;:. 6200.9 (9/27/61) 

h t e • .tj'Y-Jt7 

M~"tllr·- 'J<?W-> 
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r .. F I< ... , f·l ,.. j 
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/V~" "' .::J '1 ./ +.). SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY X \ WA8H I NOT0N 

lolnrch 17, 1941 

L!EIC!RMIDUk FOR ll!E PRLS!D<JiT 

I talked thie 110rni ng d th Adclirlll Robinson about the greet.est poeaible expedition in producing Sub-Ch86ere, both 110 am 165 footers . The bottl eneck , of course, is going tn be engines, but happily we placed an order some time ogo for a lsrge number of these diesel engines ~nd •• expee~ to got delivery of the engines about as f 6st ac u clln build the boats . The contracts for 1.00 of these cra.tt .. rn be ll!de this Toeelt I am told by Adlliral Roblnsl)n end j ust as soon as the contracts are l et, we will put all manner of pressure on the builders to get them out ae f oot e s poss i ble. 
In tbe meantiale , I suggest the immedist.e t ransfer of the Motor 'furpedo Boats now in co-lesion and thos e coming into collUIIlssion in the i.mJtedis t.e future to the Brltinh . 1'/e can t;;et lllong without these and they wUl be of inestlmble value to tbe Br itish . \ohile I was on illY last lnflpeotton t r ip, I vielted tbe pl a nt of t he Higgins Boat Compeo,y in New Orleans and found tbo t they are otanufacturing a very successful 80 foot Motor Torpedo Boot. Seven of them aro already wi th t he Enflleh Navy. I think we could elov; down on the p.roduction of l8nding boats by theae people and 5et them into the production of Motor Torpedo Boats to the greatea~ possible ex tent with a view to delivering them as fast as they ere turned ou t to the British. The sue should be done in 110' judpent rtth the Elco people at Ba,yonne . 

I lllso took up with the Ordnance Bureau the pro11pt. delivery of the 5 inch Ja calibre guns for British D Cruisers . 'le are gOing to t.elte these guns fro• the Pacific coest where .. e planned to install them on some tankers . They will be put aboard railroad cars and brought east at once . Adairal Blandy inaiats t.hat they will be r eady f or inst.alletion Jus t as soon aa the shlps can get here end be prepared for their inatalletton. I have U4ken the ""'tter up ea you directed with Mr. J.rthur D. Purv la , ChairTan of the Briti~b Su:-ply Council 1n North America, a nd every possible collabors tion is beinG CArr led on to speed the deliv11ry or tb6ae guns to the British . Our people are ex­tremely glad to have the guns t.est.ed out under actual oru conditions in this n:r ani it wUl serve e hl.ihly useful purpose to ua . 
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PI<:. It-, J • 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAeHINOTON 

I • 'f I 

Apl'll 11, 1Hl. 

IIIIIOIWIDOII fOR 

~uox 

I ~nlt ~e 1a (l'alld bat I 
nggeet outtlng out the parte I 
ban aarte4 at tbe botto. ot Page 
II, 'OJ' ot Page le, bot~ ot 
Par;e le, ld.ddle ot Page , , top 
ot Page 1101 bott011 ot Page IJ.i'), 
&114 top ot rage 111. 

!he laet 1a a UUle pr.­
oatare 'blo&llee " oannot Jet 
•lnRPe tbe dellft17•. Ae JOG 
&114 I tDow, •• &1'1 1:01118 to 
help tile eate delhe17. 

r. D. R. 
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NAVY D EPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF TilE CIU£F 0 •' NAVAL OPERATIONS 

WASHI NGTON 25 April 191.1 

MRlORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

On checking up today with Commander Forrest Sherman , who 

along with Capt ain Hill constitute the Navy' s membership on 

t he LaGuardia Committee , I ran into the attached memo . 

Sherman tells me till. t everything is provided for in this 

connection and. that t he Canadians have obligat ed themselves 
to watch the area i n question , and as a metter of fact they 

rather resent any suggestion on our part that we start any 
petrol of what they regard as strictly their own inshore 

waters . This was made very evident to our people in the 
last meeting. 

I have told Sherman about the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting 

Company , controlled by the Morgan inter ests , and that he should 

tell the Canadians I felt reasonably certain any facil ities 
which that Company had would be available to Canada to assist 

them in patroll ing Hudson Bay waters . 

You \>'ill be interested to kn O'il that through t he Joint 
Board and on a rush ord er as suggested by your conversation 

to me the other day , we have made complete arrangements with 
the Canadians for t he use of either Shel burne br Halifax or 

both . Depth of v~ter in Shelburne is only about five fathoms 

so we wi l l use it as far as we can for everything except 

battleships . The Canadians would prefer t his because of the 

heavy load or shipping now in Halifax. 



COPY 

~emorandum ror thl President . 

Tht que at.lon ot petr ol or 1i:udaon Bay and Hudson 

J trait. bas been OOWilder~ by the Perrunent Join t 

uoar4 on Deteoee ot CeM4a - UA1 ted Ste tee . Jo1ot. 

plana are now in preparation wblcb pro•lde tor 
patrole or the Labrador C011at and Hudeon ,jtralt du.r lr\6 

the open aeoaon . oomoencing about June . At the request 

ot tbe Canadian Gover:l!XOC. tbia t.ask will be u.nderte"en 

by thea , utll1~1ng planea , corYtttes, and a=eller crart. 

These opern t.lons will , or oou.rae , oe aupported by United 

bta.c.ea Naval t 'orcee ln t;he wester.n At.l6nt.ic . 

l.hi• :utter w1U continue to be ~ept 1n :dod by tbe 

Uni ted St ates Jtembera ot t.he Porm.:tnent. Joint BOAr d on 

Def'enae of Canada - United. Otatea , and. yo~,~; may be 

as,sured tJuu. your wlahea wi ll be Dflr rled out. 



- THE WHITE HOUSE 
WMHINOTOH 

ftc.-! j. {l ~ 
.l '11 

lla)' 9 , 1941. 

IIDIORANDUII J'OR 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

I appro•• th1a 1noreaae bvt 
I •• atlll concerned c•er the 
widaapread acatter1ng ot the 
Mar1naa 1nto aaal l groupe and 
1n hundreda ot plao11. I th1nlt 
Toea)' Rolooab ousht t o aaka a 
Mo . 1 pr1or1t7 etrort troa no• 
on to build up h1a bped1t1on&J'1 
r oroa. Aa 7ou and I lulow, thle 
aotuall7 aa7 be the nest etep 
•• taka. 

r. D. R. 

_. . .. -
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TH' $ECFUTARV Or THE NAVY 
W A . Ioti,.,O TO N 

X.,... • • 19<1 

On thr dq I \.oo• .. that. dtllr)ltM •utCiao'blle 
rl4t ~t t.h you, I ateured your vtr~al OX to &n l ncreate of the 
Karlnt Cor~r ~ 76.000 men tn ~he f1PcA1 ~•~r 1043 . I nov 
l ea rn that. I fthA11 ~vt ~o ~~ve a vrlt.ttA Or tn order ~ (.tt 
by tht »u.reau ot t.he Bu4&et. 

WUl you b e t."'04 ~Dour)l to 01: ~ht encloaK M4 
.. o4 H bttok ~o Ci t ? 

bclor..lrt 
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THE SECRETARY 01' THE N AVY 
WA8t-41NGT 0N 

f.!!IY 15, 1941 

ltn:OlWIDUH FOR 1'!1E PUSIDEt!Tt 

I should like t o han you t eke U me to read the oncloaed letter from John Whitaker the correopondent of t he Obica&O lla1l7 llewa a t Lhbor n. 

Whitaker ia e aeaooned observer, hia leteat exper­ience boi"': t hat of t ho Dally llewo correopondent in Italy !roa which he we e jected by the l!uuol1n1 Gane about & =onth &gO . Since then he hat beon coverina Liaborn. 

He hna expree oed oe•eral pointe o! Ti ev in thie confidential l e tter in which I think you will be interaot ed. 

P1Wllt XllOX 

~closure 



Dear Colonel: 

Lis-en , Portugal, 
Mey 9 , 1941. 

I have jus t received your letter of ~· a rch 24 and I am glad you weren't upset by my expulsion from Ita ly. As long as that was my assignment-- a ccepted under protcet--I tried to hang on and I did want to be able to stick on until the end. But they hated my guts a nd I ha t ed theirs and it's a wonder I wasn't booted sooner. I have alwa ys f e lt that it was futile tryin~ to cover Rome but appar ently the series on Italy proved me wrong. George Backer is here and he says tha t eur series lifted the circulation of the "New York Post" more than 30 , 000 , Tha t delifl:hted me because I tried once i n the past to "sell" him the i dea of the service and got • r azz . 
As my subsequent series indicates I ' m convinced that without a miracle or some counter-stroke such as our own entry into the war both France and Spain will told up for Hitler. They have n•ithcr the will nor the means to resist . llorale in both place s stinks . A Ma .1or in Vllchy whom I have known intima t ely for t en years s a idi "Oe n' t teed us even though I have two children, A poop c that isn't willing to die doesn't dc11erve to live , " But he is unique , The rest arc playi ng ostrich and they will sell out to the Gcrmens . Spaniards arc the same wey because they too feel that we arc not willing to come into tho war and boa t Hi tler to the punch . It we went into tho Azores and knocked oft the African bases both countries would have a radica l change of hcert but apparently our homo opinion is playing ostrich too. 
Si t ting in Lisben I am surprised how many Americans a r c turned e~ inst the British by tho officious attitude of tho British officials in i urmuda. Clipper crews, newspapermen , army and navy officers all reil out bitterly . I think they ere wrong but I think something ought to be done to smaoth• out tnncccssary caueee ot friction . '.Vhy don• t you set up in Washington e nd in London two boa rds to study such problems a s well a s gener a l r e lations between the two countries . It we have got t o work together to win the wa r end t hen to r e construct the world there ought to be some serious and conscious e ffort to sell one country to the other and to • avoid friction . You people in the two governments are too busy but the problem is so important, it seems to me , that somebody ought to be working a t it. I 'm not exaggerating 

~ithcr be cause t hose pin- pricks ere taking many peoples' eyes oft the mein thing, 
Ceptain Kinkaid is something special but the qua lity 

of our nava l a ttaches is s plendid a nd ought to be a source of gratification and pride to yeu . Cemm.nder Ben Wyatt is tho best man in tho Madrid Embassy and the Lisbon Legation . Be has got tho Sp~niards t eped and he i s in a posi tion of unusua l prestige in Madrid . I am sorry as hell thet he is to be rec•lled end repleced just as the situation moves to full crisis . A new man simply can't ~et the contacts. Our people in both towns e r e sick at his goin~ away but he will miss 
his ceptaincy ohence if be doesn't do s ee duty , I wish there wer e s ome way to keep him on through the next months anyway . 



-t 

The ~or·u~eee intend to ott8r two hours token re als t • nce 
end nothing more, l und o rat•n~ . The ~overnrent wlll rlee 
e tther to tho A1.oree or C1pe Ve rd e. a.·uch prope pe ndt is 
m• de tga1nst ua by the Oermane who 8•Y Lb• t we we n~ to t•~e 
thla th• t or the next thing . Th~ Portu~ese •r~ • n~l -Oerm•n 

but they feel th•t thor cen' t realet unless the Anvlo·S• xons 
a r e eble to co~e in e beed of th e n~~•ns . 

Lt ny tbanka •~taln tor findln~ tire to wrlt~ ~e your 
lett. l e tt-er . I on Jo7od the '"Llto" •rt.icle and ploturt"" s - ­
eapoola lly or JOUr •• rl~us Ltu~he . 

Cordhlly 
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MJMORAJIII)(II J'OR 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W.UHINGTON 

lime 1) , 1941· 

TIU SECRE'l'hll¥ OF TJ:U: NAVY: 

I UDderetan4 that lohn llanoook 
&D4 Brru are a bit dbappoioted be­
oaue the lie'Y}' Depc.rtmont told thGI:l 
they would proceed with only one or 
the 1,500 too •ut.tle ab1pa". I 
t houaht you were soiog ahead with 
bulldina t he tiret "little eh1p" 1o 
!exae, to be oaapleted in 60 doya , 
on the ground t hat abe oould be 
built t here taster than in any ot her 
plaoe -- but, at the •~• t~e. the 
Ha'Y}' would prooead w1tb the 1Jr.mad1ate 
ordering ot eteel, eto., tor teo or 
twelTa other units at a yard on the 
Great Lakae eo that these tao or 
twelTa oould be got out 1nto the 
oo~ bator• loa. 

Suob a prooedure would me&A 
that wa oould start the trials or 
tba t1rat unit by m1d-Auguat, still 
haTe time to aalte minor elterat1ona 
on tba t1rat batch or Cre6t Lakes ' 
ab1pa betora N-ber 15th, e.Dd, it 
tba tirat anit ia a suooess, build 
.uoh larger nuabere during the Winter , 
ready t o fo to aea about April 18t, 
wb.n the oe braalta up • 

•• D.R. 



~- 1), 1941. 

IIIUOIWIDIII J'OR J'!WllU.lll OJUl'l'ER : 

lor YO'lr 1D.tOl"'l&t l O.D . 

r .o.R. 



''We, tlle People'• 

'"ne WMk la WulUagtoa." 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 

1 ~tO lltAftOltAL Pl:lll IUII.DIHQ 
WA.IKIN'OTOW. 0 ; C. 

June 12 , 1941 . 

l.!mORANDUM 011 "LITTLE SHIPS" CONSTRUC'I'IO!I FROJEC'I' . 

Wettopoh\U\ 4 112 
Wetropolitaa 4113 

Commander Bryan has completed trials on the pilot-.. tunit 

of the "little ships" program and is today submitting his report 

to the Secretary or t he Navy , The trial s, which occurred in high 

wind and rough sea s off Montauk , wore eminently satisfactory . 

Br yan is disturbed by his present instructions whioh con­

template constructing only one unit of two thousand tons in a coastal 

ship- yard near Beaumont , Texas, without utilizing any or the research 

end plans {other than hull-design) a lready developed tor t his type of 

vessel . 

Aecording to third-hand reports , which I have not yet verified, 

John Hancock returned to New York rather diseppointed by being told 

that the Navy Department considers it unwise to proceed with this pro­

gram until a second pilot-unit has been built . He does not consider 

himself justified in leaving his present work with Lehmana Brothers , 

except to undertake the initial construction of ten or twelve of these 

unitsx, as the first step in an extensive program. 

Q/.c . o -.i.c. 



THE SECRETARY Of THE NAVY 

WA8~ ' NGTON 

June 23 , 1941 

J.!i)2.;0RA!IDU!J FOR TFC PRESIDENT: 

My dear Mr . President: 

I have just returned from one ot the saddest 
duties I have had to perform as Secretar y of the Navy -­
parti c i pation in the ceremonies at sea over the victims 
of the 0-9 disaster. I do not know when anything has 
pulled so hard at my heartstrings . 

Since I lert here Friday , the Russian-German 
war has begun and I feel very deeply t hat I ought to say 
to you that, in my judgment, this provides us with an 
opportunity to strike and strike effectively at Germany . 

Hitler has violated his ovm resolution not to 
engage in two wars at once on two separate fronts . The 
beat opinion I can get i s that it will take anywhere from 
six weeks to two months for H.itler to clean up on Russia . 
It seems to me that we must not let that three mont hs go 
by without striking hard - the sooner the better . 

Yours sincerely, 



~- 1 

THE W HITE HOUSE 
WMHINGTON 

lane U, lNl. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

-2-

up beca••e \be peraoDDel 414 no\ • ap 
'~ blll•• olean -- c•• an4 o11 raa 
down 1aco \ba b111•• an4 \be aoo14aa\a 
raaul\e4. •o aoc1dan\a raaul \ed wbere 
\be b1lle• were kep\ olean . 

l\ 1a perfao\17 Crlle \haC •~ 
oeber \7pe of propula1oa, 1 .e ., a 
... 11 D1eaal, would be beC\er for a 
ab1p \be\ 1• 1n\anded co lad tor 
aaD1 1•ar• . luC the 4elar aue• a 
ab1n 1apo .. 1bla . 

%011 are riP\ \ha\ \be .. ehlpa 
are Coo (004 \o be trotaa • P tor 
aorap at\ar one YOT ... Co &a~laa& · 
tber abould kaep on runn1, •• l oar 
•• UM1r rapalr ooau a~~d alar• 
are ao\ \oo bea\'f . 

r . D. a. 

No !lllt>f'rs acconOiinied the ori~ na.l of thia 
a"'30l'llDO'lCI to the Secretari of' lbe tlavy , 



.. 

THE SECRETARY or THE NAVY 

WAS,... I NGTON 

June 19, 1941 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

This will serve as a reply to your memoranda of May 
31st and June 13th, dealing 1dth the eo-called Charon 
ships . 

As I told you when I was with you yesterday, the real 
and only point of doubt left is the propulsion machinery. 
Bryan is a very optimistic man and feels ver y sure the 
tests will prove the propulsion machinery successful, but 
I can find no one else who has any such degree of confidence 
in t hat direction. 

\'/e have the Chrysler people hard at work setting up a 
full-sized propulsion unit and rushing tests on it. We 
ought to have a determinative answer on this phase by July 
15th. Until we do know that the machinery proposed will 
successfully propel the ship, it woul d seem to me extremely 
hazardous to build a large number of t hem, because t his 
proposed propulsion unit is a very important feature of 
the entire idea , However , I have placed an order with a 
shipyard on the Gulf for the first full-sized unit , and 
t his is now under construction, with the promise that it 
will be delivered within two months from the time the order 
was g iven , which will m.ean it should be ready about August 
lst. By t hat time , the propulsion unit doubt will be 
cleared up . 

My plan is t hen to place an order for at least a dozen 
or fifteen of t hese ships with a concern which will build 
t hem near their steel plant on the Ohio River below 
Pittsburgh, It is not necessary to construct a shipyard 
in order to do this . The advantage of building t hem on 
the Ohio and Alississippi is, that t hey can be gotten out 
the whole year around . 

Incidentally, I am sure you vdll be interested in the 
assurance I now have tbat if the ships are a success they 
can be used without difficult y as tankers for transport 
of oil as well as general cargo . It seems to me p robable , 
however, that the cost of t he ships is going to be too high 

\... r 
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to permit their use for just one trip to England and t hen 
break them up tor scrap . Present indications are they 
will cost somewhere between $150,000 and $200 ,000 , How­
ever , t hey are proving so much core seaworthy in t he tests 
made t han expected that t hey oan readily be used 
continuously and t hus bri ng down the cargo- carrying cost 
to a reasonable figure . 

Admiral Stark J.S now very enthusiastic about this 
pl an . 



.July 9, 1941. 

IJ dear •r. locrotarra 

l w1ab that yoa or appropriate roproleotatiYol 
dol i&nated b7 you would Jo1a with tho leerotarr of 
War aDd bil repro1oata tiYOI 1a oaplor1D& at oaco tho 
oYer-all production roquireaent• required to defeat 
our potential ea•U•• 

l realiae that t bil report 1DYol••• tbo aaklal of 
appropriate a11waptiona a1 t o our probable t ri«D41 &ad 
on~ll a Dd to tbe oonoeiYable tboatru ot opera tion 
whiob Will be required. 

l Wieb you would explore tbe =un1t 1oDI aid 
aocnan1cal oquipaont or all t ype1 which 1D your opini on 
would bo required t o exceed by an appropriate aaount 
that an i lable t o our r.tent1.al enu111. 11'011 your 
report wo lhould bo ab o to 01tablilh a .un1t1o&l 
object1Ye 1Ddicat1ft& tho 1Dduatrial· capacity wnioh t hil 
Dltion will r equire. 

I aa not I U&&elt1D& a detailed report but one 
th~t, while &moral i n 1oopo, •ould coYer tho ao1t 
critical it ... 1n our deten•• and wbicb could thea bo 
related by tho ~ 18*o peaetioal roalit iol or produc­
tion rscili tiol. lt , .... to •• •• nood to know eo. 
our fro&raa 1a iat ontirot;r, eYeD t houah at a lotor 
date it aa:r t>o aa«Dded. 

l boUOYo that tho eont1dtnUal report which l 
aa aaltin& :rou to lll&llo t o •• would bo ot &rut a .. il\­
anco, not onl7 1n tko ottic1oat ut1li1ation ot our 
produot1Yo t aoilit1ea ~at would atfor~ an ~doquate 

I 
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opportunltJ tor plann1n& t or tbe areatl y 1aoreaa .. 
apeed ot 4tl1'ftr7 whi ch our dtl'tnll proaraa reql.l1ru. 

I aa aakiDJ lr. Ropkifta to jo1D witn you 1D theae 
coDtereaou . 1 110\.lld a ppreoia tt it 1t tbt becrehl')' 
ot War could t ake the 1a1t1at1•t 1n t heae oonterenoea. 

l e ry a1Dcertl1 youra, 

• Tbt Boaorablt 
fbe iecretary ot t be l ayY. 

' 



THE SECFH:TARY or THE NAVY 
WAeHI...,OTOH 

Jul7 10, l9U 

laoe4lately upoa ~ecelpt o! roar lett•~ o! ;~7 9 41rectlQ& a IIU"'Y~ of on,....all prol!l;.ctlon r~tr.-::~.tl, I 
tpt. 1a touch 'br ' p.hooe vi\.h S.ereU.l")" of War St1mton Md Wr. Xopk!nt. Ae A r .. ult of the cotl!ere.nct vltb S.cut ar," St lmeon. in both ~t:.e ~tu' M<! t:a..,. ~U~.Ott. a •tu4,.v 1t bd.nt: .ate '07 tLe Var P'lat1e 8oar4 alo:2.1; tt.e ll:ee ouU1ne4 \c 70W' l ettn. AI eoon •• tbtlt atu41et are co•,lete4, the Secretary of VAT , Yr. Hoflt)cln,. and SQ'UU vill go O'l'fr t.hh aatn1&1 M.d. nbmit a Joiot report t o you. 



, 
( 

THlECANB£~ 

B. L.a. 



---
lu.ly 12, 19U 

WDIOIWoliUU fOR 

!WlRY HOPJaliS: 

P'. D. P.. 



-
(:;c )QSl 
'1'1!'111 037338 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

OF'fiCE O F' Tl1f SfCRrTAAl' 

WASHIHOTON 

J.tY dear Lir. President: 

JUl l 0 1911 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter or 1 July 
19411 with enclosed copy or a telegram from l4' . Gr ad;{ or t he Ameri­
can President Lines , in which you request information regarding 
the use or vessels recently withdrawn from cOl:lalercial services 
and whether or not t hese vessels are being used to tho best ad­
vantage for national defense r equirements and for over all com­
mercia.! carryings. 

On the assumption that the Secretary or 1Yar will 
respond to the above cOJmmmication in so far as the seven ves­
sels recently allocated t o that Department are concerned, justi­
fication or the t.av,-•s eaployment o! recently acquired ships nar­
rC'ItS to the !ollcming: 5 transports (AP) 1 12 cargo vessels (A:;) 
and 2 provision storeships (AF) . 0! these, 1 transport (ex-Ameri ­
ca) , 9 cargo ships, and 2 pr ovision stores hips , were obtained in 
preparati on !or a specific situation in the Atlanti c and to aug­
ment !or that purpose vessels alreaey available in the Jlavy plus 
certain others from t ho ~. The !our transports acquired, 
but not included in this expedition, were obtained to r oplace 
similar !lav,- units withdrawn f'r&.!! the Paci!ic . These !our, ar.ong 
which are three !on::er President Line vessels pr eslll:l&bl.e referred 
to by l!r . Graey, are or will be undergoing conversion to combat 
loading until about 1 l•ovember 1941. !lone o! these vcsselo has 
beon operated by the Navy pr ior to acceptance at the conversion 
yards. 0! the three cargo vessels to be accounted !or, t~Yo are 
being used to replaco similar unite alreaey available in the 
!lavy which were assigned to tl:e Special Atlantic mission, and 
one, when acquired about mid- July, will be used to augment the 
urgent need for additional transportation r equirecents to Paci­
fic I sland Bases under development. There is , therefore, no 
surplusage o! recent ly acquired auxiliary tonnage f or the Navy 
which can be considerod ao paralleling the commercial r outes 
f rom which t hese were withdrawn. 

Al thou&h not included w1 thin the ill"OUP o! 26 vessels 
which you authorized !or t;be 'Jar and J,avy Depart!!lents in your 
l et ter of 26 t:a,y 1941 to the Chai n Mr. of the Laritil:le COCI:lnllsion, 
nay I mention as a utter of interest that in operating the !our 
hi!lh speed tankers lately acquired ! roa com.er cia.l sources, the 
!lavy is (liv:i.ng evory consideration to helping out tho Petroleum 
Industry With cargo lifts when and as opportunity permit s . During 



:ONF IDENT IAL 
~be ourtd!lt .ont.h 'CMO oucoea wU.1 be del.i:var.d. tor t.h.t Sta.ncl&.rd Oll Comp"'\l' on the Atan•1• Seaboard, and in ""-' it u ""t1c1-pe.t4d tao ~ .,..,..., will be ucSe tor web oU CCIIIIP&I\Y u the ll.&rit.ia ComUelion ma,y cleaipte . 



TH[ SECR ETARY OF' THE NAVY 

l hAYt folloW?d ~? \ht .ubject r.atttr ot your 
~orao~ of J 11 19 co~ctraiQG aid ~o the ~~••1~n•· 

A!t""t.ac >tat or • 1tao .. ha Y! u .L~~tr~l a...-.-.. 
aa4 Ut~ vH·~ the Vv o.-~rt- "At. : lure.~ :..Ali\ tt'.•~e h 

•• ret ~~ lltt o! lt~t Vbich tL• !Utt1~~ t•t1r~. I ~ 
Advl•~ t~t "'ell 111 lht h M" btlr:v: T9'f'lllri>C1 ~.lt'b vill 

'bt .u'lldt.t.l'4 to YI'J\1 tc t1. dAY or tt.tO, 

b "oa "'' w k:Dov ~t U:.er wvld 11 • AC.i ~ 
hn• v ~\ .,.,, o! t.!.e aate:rbl _,. l4 '!)e ,. h4 ,,. tht 

:~'IJ. : vlll r1ct.t 1-=ltO ac-tha. 

J , 
•·~I 



<7-f r;,~U) 

My d ear •r. Secreter y1 

I aa enal o11n1 Pa rt• 1 and II of Mr . Hopkin•' 
r eport of h1a t rip t o Moacow. Tbe.y incl ude certs i n 
hitherto und11cl oled a1l1tary 1nfo rant1on. 

1 ~iab thi s r eport to be caref ully restr icted . 

lnaloaure . 

BLH/lmb 
8/20/41 

Ver y s incer ely your s , 



,9·~ A. ~ .~ 
~,_~y),t 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. ~ 



SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

W ASH IN G T O N 

.A.ugua t 26, 1941 

KI!IOlUJIDO)( lOR TD PRISIDJ:I'f 

I us attaehin& berevith a poatacript vhich 1a part of a 

letter froa one of ~ correepondenh i n London, S.lan ltirkpatriclc. 

Belen h a tiret clan nevepaper '110111&11 vith exceptional .ourcea of 

information. Her "WOrlc 1n London durin& the war haa been ouhtandinc 

aDd the conhnh of her deapatchee han been thoro~7 dependable . 

The ancloaed poatacript vaa vrittan after ahe had aade a 

careful INM'87 of tb.e aituation in Ireland and tbe a1 tuation reterrad 

to throucbout ia tlw Irieh aituation. I think b.er coaaenta han 

enout;h aubatance to tb.• to encoura&e .oae ldnd of an effort to 
tantati••l7 acquire eoaa baaaa in Ireland, You vill nota abe 

.uggeated ve do it on our ovn and not in cooperation vitb. Jr1ta1n. 

Othert ha·u contiraed to •• vhat lalen aqa about tlw aituation 

nut vinter 1n Irela.Dd. It 1a &aiD& to be prett7 bad. There ia 

alao at laat a recognition pretty gmerallJ 1n Ireland of vb.at a 

llitler dctorr misb.t 11ean for th•. On the -..bole, aqbe it might 

be vortb.vhile to llaka a nev pa11 1n that direct ion. 



:T'I<lOl\ ~ ~ • .u. ~ 
M&W I cMA/1. .ti\Gt OW\. {IW>.->do <l'\.e. 'I\OU ~ .to 

-taU bu<>i.f'.eoo,tx.t .tl.6 ~ ~ .toc.t 

...;,u ~~.and -the .(.ecv.,.t. ~ <IMM.-A>t 

~ ..W. V-WI. ~ --.1r-o. 

~ ~ .u.e. w- .t~><>t !lot> ~~ow~ ·., 

~ coU<> {o-1. oil.> "'~ 0<> th6 ~ 

~.to~~. 

Jhe-~ .... ~. - ,tx.t 

tN ~ o1.U ~ G ~-· ~and 

cool. <l'\.e. ~ .to ~ ~MAt <>1-.o...t,or.d .tlw\4 

oil.> G 'l<lCl. ~ ~ ·~ ~l'lf!l>t, 

,....~,and~~. j~ -~ 

VlC>t. eon ~ do-ne ~ ~ w- 01!0\M ~ 

~. 



THE SECRETARY or THE NAVY 

W A8H I N G TON 

Au&u•t 28, 1941 

I had dlnner tbe nl~t before laat vltb Bill Bullltt 

and be told 11e aoDetb1~ of your teJ.k wi th b111 about cett~ a 

Speakera llureeu tuneUoning ln a Tlcoreue vt>:T. I tbore~ ebare 
your concern that thh tb108 be preuecl.. I think 1t h bi&blY illpOrt­

ancl., bovenr, and after tbe Cabinet Meeting in vhich you urctcl. all of 

ut to cl.o vbat ve could in cettinc aoaetbin& atartecl. that voulcl. preeent 

the J.dllinhtraUon alcl.t to th.t public aince no one tht Vll.t cl.cin& it, 

I atarttcl. aomething cl.cvn bere and brencbt into tbe picture tbe Yar 

Departaent through McCloy and ttnra1 orpnhationa aucb a• t be Ji&bt 

Jor Jreecl.om and tbe Aiel. to the Alliea groupe, and at tbit meetin«, 

foraer GoTtrnor Robert Baae, vho vaa preeent, vat dtlt&ated to contact 

X..:,or LeOuardia and offer our cooperation i n u:r vt>:T ve could to pre­

mote an act1T1ty vhicb be tbongbt btlon&td TU7 properly in bia depart­

aent. 

At firat, tbe Li ttle Jlover vat a bit excited but Bate 

cot bill baclt to earth and conTinoed bill that ve were not bornin& in but 

were ouly anrloua to b t of help. Since then, I baTt called on the X..:,or 

ptraonally at bia office and empbaahtcl. thia atSUl'P.!lce, APP•rentl.J', nov 

tbe thln« h t;etting underva;r a.nd, aa tbe ~or ~g .. tecl., I ban tent 

bill Barr:r Bine>u of LouhTille aa a tort of liaiton 111\11 for bill in 

thia act1T1ty. Barry h now hard at vork on the job, I ban alto 
aaked J.dl&i SttTeneon to keep in touch and proTide add!. tlonal prepuhion. 

The trouble vitb tbe diatin«Uiabed Mayor of Bev York 

h that be baa to much to do that the cl.qe art not lent; enongh to get 

thinga done. Bh beart 1a all ri.&ht, bh purpoeea art be,.ond rep.roach , 

and bit akill and ability, when tllplOTtd, euperb. Tbt aillple truth, I 

think, h be 1a tt'Ting to do too aueh, and one of tbt thine• that baa 

IU!fered bat been tbia -tter of a epeakinc campaign, I think ve hl!.n 

the thine; now autficiently under notion to ineure that it co eo ahead. 



P5 f · 1.,., ... 7 f~ 

SECRETARY or THE NAVY 

WA S H I NGTON 

Au&uat 28, 1941 

I ban been 1\d'l'iaed th&t 'l'o~ Corcoran h beint; 
conaidered for appointment aa Solicitor General, end the eue 
friend of 'l'o~~~q1 e vbo told • e thh tol4 •• that there wae a 
pooeibility of eome mi.underatandin& concerning Corcoran'• 
e.etirltiu on behalf of Mr. Kannatrite vbo bad a propoeal 
for the exploration for oil i n Alaaka. 

Ba'l'enatrite came to eee me in connection with thie 
and brollf:ht Corcoran with hill. Be bad prl'l'iouelT talked with 
Secretary Iokee who baa illmediete control of the ~~atter. The 
purpoee of hie call on me wee to inquire ae to the poaeibility 
of getti~~& an oil contract with the Ia,.,.. Jothing cue of the 
matter, becauae, of courae, I could not aake a contract with 
hill until he bad eoae oil to eell. Be wee alao an applicant 
for a loan fro• UC, end becau .. of hie failure to ba'l'e any 
tangible aneta or any contr act relatione of a eubatantial 
aort with the Oo'!'eTD&ent, Secretary Jonee deelinel to aake the 
loan. 

I all perfectly eatiefied that Corcoran '• connection 
with thh matter waa entirely lacking in any illlprcprhty or that 
it offered any roo• for cr1t1c1111 of a legitiaate aort. When I 
explained to Bannatrite that a ifPeculathe contract YOuld not be 
made, that ended the ~~attar without any atteapted prenure of ez1:1 
aor·t. 

I .. aendlD& thia -randllll bec~m .. I know how eadly 
thing• &at 41etorted here in Waehift&\on, and I felt it a aathr 
of real Juetice to aake thie record relating to Corcoran' • ao­
thitiea co~~pletely clear and to indicate that what he did, in 
J1;f Judcllent, wee abon legitl.aata cr1 t1c1am. 

I - 't I 
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Sept.mber 18 , 1941, 

In regard to the euoloaed questions and answer• , 

I haYe t he tollowiQS suggestions t or you t o ooneidar. I 

wi ll be baok probabl y on ~onday morning, 

~uee~ion 1 . I n your proposed answer, I would add 

t hat the GRIER i ncident took pleoa i n an a rea direotly i n 

the path or OOI!IIIluni oa t1ons betweell Al'\erioan ;10rta and loeland . 

Quest i on 4• In tho answer I would add eoe ethi ng 

like thie . It i s , i n fairness , necessary t o oou~le with 

t he abOYe stateaent a defini t e notation or the r aot that 

t he plana lett the area at 10: 52 .A..W. and did not return 

and that the GR~l'll tired uo gun torpedo or depth oha r ee 

until 12:56 A. N., whioh was 8 minutes arter t he aubmarine 

tired a torpedo at the GREER -- or , i n other words , two 

hours arter the Briti sh plane had la~ the soene. 

~uestion 7. I n your anawar, eeoond part, I would 

l ea•• in t he tirat aentenoe and ehorten t he eentenoe bes1nning 

"It we ass ume" -- to r ead -- no person oan pr ed1ot what the 

submarine' s ooursa would baYe been. The anawer, therefore , 

aight be yea or it a i gbt be no. 

Quest i on 9. IA your anawer, I would add t hat nl~ 

t hese depth ohargas were dropped a~er the firs t torpedo 

had been tired . 

In other words, I t h i nk it is essential that i n 

the tes ticony, thie tastt.ony (a) be kept as briar as possi ble , 

( b) tbat t wo t aote be made to etand out eo olearly that t hey 

oannot be eeparatad by any hosti l e press -- fir s t , t hat t wo 

hour• elapsed between the baabl na or t he subaari ne by t he 

British plane and the firing of t be tlret torpedo by the 

eubmarl ne ; and eaoon4 , that no w~n was tired by the URE!R 

until a~er t he torpedo attaok baaan. 

J' . D. R. 

J'DR/dJ 

Jnoloeur.. returned 
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de.;,/ .. 

Kr. J • • • tat.~, 

rr..w.t., 
Doll7 -. 
220 .. ," 42nd. St.rMt., 
• •• tort , ~.T. 

' 

I ha•• rMd, ud I ~ c:~MJclerably d.hW.rt• d 'bt, t.he ed1Lo.rial 

appN..t nc ln U e Dail1 kw• or Oot.ober 29, 1941, unde Vlt oapt.lon 

Pr.,ld.tl\\ tv l!ir. Mol PitlGhot. Wh10h ha1 r.o.l'l \11 be.~ rel.-...4 ADd, 

att..r 1U01.1Ac &D l.xo.:t'p\ rrc:. tot. rr .. td..n\' • r.dlo a.c.ocS.r.•• or S.pt...­

bJr ll ud ~tnc S t w1 th J.da1.n.l. 8 t.Uk' 1 rtopon \o tbe S..\e M­

Yel AltUra ec-tt.t..-, u. Preaident. 1a aOCNM<l, t.a err""• or de.l1.b-

. ,.. t.el7 418\or'1.1ac \he UuUl. 

1a ...-. lJ.atrt. or u. .eq~ or .....,.t,e ,.....,..u..c toM GrM.r 1• 

olq,.&. aDd MpMl.all7 1o cl:e Uf:tl\ or the __..,. Md SM orct.r 1D *-ldl 

lato .... uon or UJt 1llboU atfa.lr -. ~.,.r 1Q hablQJ\oo, 1 tHl 1t. 

lnCW~btn\ \lpon M t.o lllfor. you aonc.mtna th1M Nt.~l 1D t.be bope 

tba\. _. t..p:re1a 1on 11.., in t.la edJ.t.o-rlal ot Oot.ob.r 29, 1941, ...,. be 

oon-.ot.tcl a.ad \be ":r-1ou. obarp !"'n.ot.11\C on \he wraoit.)' or t.he 

OrMr 1 ~ 0C11111'M7 W1 &.-. DO o tla.r ....U., -. .uoou to. \o loel.and oa.M'7-

1QC ..U for .,- fOJ"C!N then! a U. PrN1ct.t.•a .&:ire•• nterred \o 1a 

\be eclUor1&l. -.. ...S. oa ~ ll, l9UJ &aira1 8\&ft' a "p;.M. io 

U..e 0\aJ..rMD or "'' Seaa.&.e lawU U t&ir• eo.s. u .. • • M4t oa S.p"--

'I~ I 
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ber 20f OC*;pl.eW M<l "-C.Ued tnrorsat1on oor.M.t"111nc the OrH:r inolclent 
-. not. !'Mil..t LA cb• MYJ O.pu"--t. ueUl S.p'ta* lS, 1941 • 

.A\ U'l4l Pr.el~t.'a r.Q.\OIIt. tOT hll ue 1n I.M pntpr.raCJ.c. ot 
hla rdlo aMNII or S.,n.-btr U the Ita.,. O.partcent, UDder date ot 
aepw.tt.r 9, 1941 , t"tm).!Jibed u.. Pre.I1Mnl. -tU. a _ _ ...,;,. ~e.,.., tee 
tha 1no1ddt ~loh I quot.. btlo•l 

•1 . 1ha ,......... a u.aak oa a Calr.ed Swt.a na-......1 ftl.-1. b7 • tonlp wbu.ri.ne, ada.U.~ Ge.nta.n, b a oltar lt1<l1c.tton ot t.ut. --~NJon -.,:alnat the 1JIU t.4d a t.a " ... 

2 . The Uni~ Stat.4tl O.at.royer aFilZR ,.. ~ rout. rro. thit 00Uiltl'7 too Ioeland •1Lh aaU tor ~ hi\ed. St.at.ea GurS..C... • • 1n a po1t\loo l&Ut;ud,. fa20._ IJ'' ~~ 2'70-22 •1, 1" aU•• ~her clMtU.\ion, a t.orpedo ••• n.r~ ac. \he c:iJZR by a wtae:rctcl eu_,.J,. rr.. ...,.,. oloM aboard. th•.,.. t t no qu. . .-t.loo u \o u-.. r~ 1a U'e .... ~ .._,. ~t., \he GliiD hll.d picQd Up U'le .w:.ariM 1ft lld:ftnoet of Uta a \.taok, h-.d det.eoted a ~Ndd.n ob.v~.P or OOW"M of Ute .u-.J'i.De \o p\ ~ac.o a fi.riq poetU.., • • • \be larp taabUe • 1\bl.c a fa• ,..rdll ot 1:-e:r Wt.dp oau.-4 tn..,. U!e t.o1"pt>do ftl tired, and U10 ••• \be n trl ..,. by t.he ~ra or t.ht ~ 
""'""'' 

l• The GiUD .. at 1.0 \op 1,...cl1 ,...,.eraed h.r OOW'M, b...s.d tor the poe1t.1oa ot ~. ~bt:trfn., a.nd ~.c • • app-oa.OhlQ£: ber tiM ...te or a ..oooct ~. *1* *• • Y01ded. n..o, t. .. l..,. Ma.lwa arwr \be tin\. -.--. r1ne \orp«1o •• t1r.c!, &nCl th aiwt.et a.tt.e.r t.be Moond IUlautDe \orpedo -. tlNd, \bo OR!:D clro9Ped be.r tint .. pUt Clbarpa 1D • ~ au .. et. 

4 . tho On.iwd 8 \&t.aa D&a\.r'O.tar G. D COfiUtutd. \o eMn:lb c.t.o Yiolatt;)' • Ub ...,. 11 a~\.a, ~Nd. \be .at.artne • '-"'- OM hour and fitLIMO ai.D""'' lat..-r, and aa:aJ.n oount.ar at.t.ao~od. •Hh deptb ohur••· 1h.o antrJI. pr c •• 1• 
1 oa h.o:r ~ to r oolaad att..r an. ladd.1 u ooa.1 iAot­I H\1" eMJ"dl of abw\. tow M4 ~ ~.· 

fh• HOOra.ndwl &l.IOV. <1'10~ ..., a torw atd tao\.ual a\&Wc:ont. ot 
t.ho 1odden\. at. tto t.ta., al\.h<CJ~Utb , .cla.l\1.0411, oort.tn cto\a1b \han 



ltno~ - \.he ffawy O.pv\aent. "" not. lnoluded t.n Ute •t1110~\ll tor 

• UU.a"J"7 ~ r.:tu..1rt.nc thotr .t \llaol41nc• Uld othll:r UW..U. .ulii­

MQ.'l:leftU, ... t.. ..... r..,..Uq U:w .u.., .. ,... •t 1GO.lgd,N beodM 

__.pl•t.e l.ntOJ"MU .. GIOnewulDc ~ •• M t 1a U:l• PN .... t.. ot U.. 

.. ..,. O.par1.0eat at. \ba\. \ 1M. 11M rr.d..,t\1.11 1\.at..n.t) 'lld• U 

q\IOt.ed 1n t.h:e ..:lit.orlal. und•r 4 110\lldon;•l bued 1.1pon t.b• J\aq o.­
par~t.•• ...or&lleb.. 

At ILAt.ed &bow, ~ 8t.a.r't f1 ro.j!Ort \o tJo1e. S.n&t.e laftl 

U ta..S.n CoadU.M .. DO\ -.de aDt.U ~be.r 20, 1~. thil ... ;»~'\ 

ooW:J ao\ be -.M wUl OQIIple\41 Md M\&i..Ud lAto.-..UoD r.prd..i.llc 

\.be tac-t.d.c t. had ~ NNi 'f'ed 1.A Ute Depl.r\Mn \. Sbob Lt-J'on.\.lor. -. 

aot: reoelftd Sn til• O.paJ"'"tunt. unt.1l S.p\.Mber 1, , 19U. 1 d .. t.r. to 

•tr••• tb1• po11'l\. 

!be r.pon \o u-. s.c.~ k wal u run eo..J.tt.ee ... ..o. 
pur~t. \o hnate ·•-bn.loa 165, "n\b eo.c;r. ... Ul. S.NJoo, .... 

ere••• l.et De111on, tot.t. t.l*«~ •rr.ll• lti&I'J' Dlt.& oa &&tate a .. otu\.101\ 

lA4 an4 &ena\4 -.eolut..toc l6s•, a OOP1 o r .tlt.oh 1a a t t.a.ched. ) 

.lt'\41' t.he ~t. -.. io poeMII.loa of ~·te lttto"""\lOD 

• IJ"M t. dMl or ..... ... taba. tv .&dia1nl 8\al1t 1a t'l-aa1.ll.& lobo .,....,.. 

to u.. . ...... c-.1\ \M •• q\Jit·'\~ \o \h - Ul.a\. that. c-t.\\.M 

would t.. lA poe ... e1011 ot • OC*pl.e1oe u4 \.r'Ue pt.olW"e of \be tfbOle .r­
tdr. Adalral 8\AJ'k ' • propoMd .,..,._,., ..,.,... w bdt.te4 \o and, a.J MeL., 

approqd by \.he Pf'• d del'lt. p.M.or \.o bolat Melt t.o ~• S.0..\4 ec...U.\M. 



• 

l\ h tnoonce l.,..bl.e l.Mt. t.he h••l~\ would have appro•M a.nd ret..Md 

&da1ra1 Stark' • .,....,.. '-0 the eo-.J.t. t.M'• qw .. uo~ 1t tt.,.. Md 

ll"-n tel.J' d.o.l..S..C tit• .._,.teu J~MpJA ca \be ooout.. ot h.b ndio 

addroeu Q! S.p t..lM!r U , 191.1. 

1'h• plaln r .. u • ..,.. Uult th• •t&t ••••• u . ...,. by th• f"r·ed4en\ 

\o the A.qrla:IU\ p.opl.. OQ e.p·.._)Mir U, 19411 •• ln •xaot. a.cOOI'd w1.Ul 

t.M wonauo.a f\U'ftl.an.t bt.a tv t.b4l -.¥7 DeJ~ar\aMC. j ut. prior \0 Vlat. 

u. .. J tt.u l.ba\ . ... ...._, ... tu"tuall.7 \nit l D ..,.ry J" .. VM\ ~\ . u ... 
\ed. ~ ~"-U• • tUMr tor ,... ... of \be ..wrl\7 or alll\a.t7 t... 

toraat.1on oT beoauN '\h., "fie 1:10\. tnowa to UM Ull'7 O.puta.at. ll.nd U.. 

Pr .. l~n~ \benJ and Uw.\ Ule d•t.tl.cl r.pol"t. Mct. to tb S.nat.t Hnal. 

.ltfa..lt'J ec-it."" on S.pt..~ibel" 20, 1941, ... 1D •la.borat.lon or M4 l n 

~·toe baNOQT • Uh cb. ~dut.'• • "-"--' ot lep'-btr U , 1941. 

1 bopl llllhat. l haw • 14 abo"&"e eW e!M.r Ud• .. tter '*P 1a 'ftiAir 

a1.o4 u4 U..t 70U -.:t ... J'QW" -.,y ol.Mr W ri~• ~ Hrl~........_ r <{, ,j_ U.-1> N S" r. , ... 
or • u btlrat.e ~·\nl'th.t"\ll.ne .. Mdlt ~" t.he Phetct.at."'i.D \be edl\o,.... 

l al ool.l..:r.e or 1.he 0&111 ••• • Ulld.r da\e ot OoSober 29, 1941. 

8lnceJ'el1 )'OUr•, 

• 



THCWWm:HOWC 

Deeeab.., 17, 19 41. 

II!IIOIWIIlUll P'OR 

Tll!l SECRilTARX 01' TilE dAVY. 

lQ>at obould bed- about 

tb1of Ploaoe return enclooure. 

r. 11. a. 

copy or 
llao banded to Seoy. Hull by ;be 
Notborlaado li1 D1etor. 12/16/41 



~"~) 
\_fFI THE SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY. 

\ WABHINGYON . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N -
December 2.3, 1941. 

MEllORANDUil FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF THE lfA VY 

I am inclined t o tavor the 

recommendation of the three me•berl 

rather t han the r ecommendation ot 

Oswald Ryan. Please l e t me have 

your ~nt1dent1al alant. 

P. D. R. 

Secret report to the President 
from the three members of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board, dated December 17th, 
re inauguration of air transportation 
service between the United States and 
Foynes (Iri sh Free State.) 

r··r'­
By ne1 ~ • • 

r. '"' I 

· .u 
!lO u. s. 

-- -
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