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" Hispanic Heritage Month -
October 12, 2001 .
Draft #4

Thank you all, and welcome to the White House. As | like to say, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the -
contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments I
will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunlty,for
Hispanic boys and girls across America.

Judge Gonzales, thank you for the introduction — and thanks for ,
coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good -
counsel, and I'm proud to have him at my side. )

,I thank the yOung ladies and gentlemen who have led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words and only deepened our allegiance to our Nation and its ﬂag.

Jac1 Velasquez, thank you for singing the Natlonal Anthem wuth such
feeling and beauty » :

\

Gloria Estefan, it's good to have you here. Emilio came to the White
House for Cinco de Mayo and we told h|m “Nice to see you. Next time,
bring Gloria.” :

I'm grateful to Luis Palau for leading us in an invocation. And | thank
all of our other distinguished guests for joining us today.

Juan Jose Bremer, Ambassador of Mexico
Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain
Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republic
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez :
‘Roger Noriega, U.S. Ambassador to the Organ|zat|on of American
- States .
e Al Rascon, Director of the: Selectlve Service, and reC|plent of the Medal
of Honor
e Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Gigante
¢ Hector Barreto, Administrator of the SBA



Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the United States

Maggllo Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox -
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies -
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets

Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Giants

Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety

~ Anthony Miranda of the. Latino Police Officers Association; Louis

Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police
Department; and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York
City Fire Department Gentlemen 'you are here today as our honored
guests ’

This is a time of great natronal unrty We have been brought together
by shared gnef We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness |
and heroism. That is part of the good that has come out of an immense

“tragedy. In a moment of cr|S|s we have all come to reallze how much we

need each other ,

Our enemies are learning a thing or two about America as well. They

_are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are
“learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and

religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We -
have entered a new struggle together And together we will preva|I '

The d|versrty of- Amenca has always been a great strength of our
country. Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your

~ ancestry, proud of your natrve |anguage and still be every inch an’

Amerlcan

~ We see this eplrlt of pride today most V|V|dly rnl the ties between our

. .country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many

things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreC|at|on of Hispanic

~ culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the

life of my state. And they. have become lnseparable from the life of our
Nation. : |



This month our country recognlzes jUSt how much we owe to
Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are

proud to call our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our

obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,

- from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes

that all children, whatever their mrcumstances ‘deserve a chance to learn
and rise ln the world

‘This principle has guided my educétion reforms, as we work to raise
the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to -
every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will

“help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American

students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such
distinguished company, and | thank you all for joining us today.

Drafted by:  Matthew Scully & John McConnell, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-7289 or 202/456-2816 _
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Hispanic Heritage Month
October 12, 2001
Draft #4

* Thank you aII and welcome to the White House. As | I|ke to say, ml
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the
~ contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments |

- will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational

- Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunity for
Hnspanlc boys and girls across Amerlca

Judge Gonzales, thank you for the introduction — and thanks for
coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
counsel, and I'm proud to have him at my side.

‘| thank ‘the young ladies and gentlernen who have led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words, and only deepened our aIIegiance to our Nation and its flag.

Jaci Velasquez thank you for snnglng the National Anthem W|th such
' feellng and beauty.

Gloria Estefan, it's g'ood to have you here. Emilio came to the White
House for Cinco de Mayo and we told him, “Nice to see you. Next tlme
brlng Gloria.”

I'm grateful to Luis Palau for leading us in an invocation. And | thank
all of our other distinguished guests for joining us today.

‘Juan Jose Bremer, Ambassador of Mexico

Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain -

Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republlc
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez

Roger Noriega, U.S. Ambassador to the Organlzatlon of Amencan
States

« Al Rascon, Director of the Selectlve Service, and recipient of the Medal
of Honor

e Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Gigante

‘e Hector Barreto, Administrator of the SBA




Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the United States

Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies .
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets -

Russ Ortlz pitcher for the San Francisco Glants

Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of

- Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:
Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis
Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police
Department; and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York
City Fire Department. Gentlemen you are here today as our honored
guests o :

This is a time of great national Unity. We have been brought together

by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heroism. That is part of the good that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have all come to realize how much we
need each other '

~ Our enemies are learning a thing or two about America as well. They
- are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are
learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and

religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We

have entered a new struggle together. And together, we will prevail.

The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our
country. Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your
ancestry, proud of your native Ianguage and st|II be every inch an
American.

We see this spirit of pride today most vividly in the ties between our

country and the' people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic
culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the,
life of my state. And they have become inseparable from the life of our
Nation.



- This month, our country reCognizes just how- much we owe to
Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are
proud to call our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our
~ obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,
~ from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes
- that all children, whatever their mrcumstances deserve a chance to learn

- and rise in the world

" This principle. has guided my education reforms, as we work to raise
~ the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to .
every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will
help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American -
~ students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such
: dlstlngwshed company, ‘and | thank you all for joining us today ‘ o

f Drafted by: Matthew Scully & John McConnell Office of Speechwrn‘mg
o Off/ce 202/456-7289 or 202/456-2816 :
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" Hispanic Heritage Month"»‘ |
- October 12,2001
- Draft#4 :

Thank you all, and welcome to the Whlte House. As | like to say, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the - ’
contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments 1
will also sign an executive order creating a Commussron on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunlty for

- Hispanic boys and glrls across Amerlca

. Judge Gonzales, thank you for the mtroductlon —and thanks for
“coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good |
counsel and I'm proud to have hlm at my S|de ‘

. I thank the young ladies and gentlemen who have led us in the
~ Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
: »oId words, and onIy deepened our aIIegrance to our Nation and its flag

- Jaci Velasquez thank you for singing the Natronal Anthem wrth such .
feelrng and beauty . : , -

: Glona Estefan it's good to have you here Emllro came to the Whlte
House for Cinco de Mayo and we told h|m “Nlce to see you. Next tlme
brrng Gloria.” e :

o r m grateful to Luus Palau for Ieadlng us in-an |nvocat|on And l thank |
o aII of our other drstlngwshed guests for j Jornmg us today '

Juan Jose Bremer Ambassador of MeX|co

Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain

Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republlc
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez

Roger Norrega U.S. Ambassador to the Organlzatron of American
States

. Al Rascon, Director of the Selectlve Servrce and reCIplent of the Medal
~ of Honor _

e Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Glgante

e Hector Barreto, Admrnts_trator of the SBA

I R




Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the United States
Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets

Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Giants

Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:
- Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis
~ Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police ‘
Department and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York
City Fire Department. Gentlemen you are here today as-our honored
guests. : :

This is a time of great national unity. We have been brought together
by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heroism. That is part of the good that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have aII come to realize how much we
need each other. :

Our enemies are Iearnlng a thing or two about Amenca as well. They
~are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are
learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and ,
religions — ‘but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We -
have entered a new struggle together And together we will prevail.

‘The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our
country Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your
ancestry, proud of your native Ianguage and still be every inch an.

o American.

We see this spirit of pride today most vividly in the ties between our
country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic
culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the
life of my state. And they have become mseparable from the life of our
Natlon »




This month, our country recognizes Just how much we owe to ,
Hlspanlc culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are -
proud to call our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our
obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,

from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes
“that all children, whatever their cnrcumstances deserve a chance to learn
and rise in the world

This principle has guided my education reforms, as we work to raise
the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to
every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will
- help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American
students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such
. dlstmgunshed company, and | thank you aII forjomlng us today

. Drafted by:  Matthew Scully & John McConnell, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-7289 or 202/456-2816
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Hispanic Hentage Month
o October 12, 2001
L Draft#4 .

_ Thank you all, and welcome to the Whrte House. As I llke to say,, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the ,
contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments |
* will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational
- Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of oppertunity for
H|spamc boys and glris across Amenca g

| Judge Gonzales thank you for the mtroductlon and thanks for
" coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
counsel and I m proud to have hlm at my snde

. | thank the young ladies and gentlemen who have led us in'the :
- Wance These past weeks have given new meaning fo those
}M@old words, and)only deepened our alleglance to our Nation and its flag. =

- Jaci Velasquez thank you for smglng the Natlonal Anthem wlth such -
feehng and beauty. . :

| Gloria Estefan it's good fo have you here. Emlho came to the Whlte
~ House for Cinco de Mayo and we told him, “Nice to see you, Next trme
B brmg Glona ' |

o I'm grateful fo Lu:s Palau for Ieadmg us in an mvooatlon And I thank’ -
o a!l of our other dlstmgmshed guests for j jomlng us today :

- Juan Josr. Bremer Ambassador of Mexrco -

[ ]
s Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain = -
'« Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Repubhc
‘o Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez %
¢ Roger Noriega, U.S. Ambassador to the Organlzatlon of Amencan
States
" » Al Rascon, Director of the Seleotlve Servrce and reciplent of the Medal L
of Honor o

e Don Francrsoo Host of Sabado ngante
- » Hector Barreto, Administrator of the SBA

T Ammot 1200t dRiom - , S anw ~ -
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Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the United States- |
Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets -

Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Glants

~ Also with us today are fhree' men who- repres‘ént the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:

* Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis
Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police

- Department; and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York

* City Fire Department. Gentlemen, you are here today as our honored .

guests. . :

| Thisisa ti‘me"of great national unity. We have been brought tcgeiher :

by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heraism. That is part of the good that has come out of an.immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have all come to realize how much we
need each other. S SR

Our enemies are learning a thihg.o‘r two about America as well. They

-are leaming that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship, They are

learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and’
have entered a new struggle together. And together, we will prevail.
" The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our

country, Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your -
ancestry, proud of your native language — and still be every inch an

- American.

~ We ses this spirit of pridé today most vividly in the ties between our -

. country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I

m thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic

s Hispanic life, Hispani €ulturd\and values, are inseparable from the
[fe of my state. And they have become inseparable from the life of our
Nation. L - ‘ B R ‘

P.04

" religions — but we are still-one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We -~
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‘This month, our country recognizes just how much we owe to
" Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are -
proud to call our fellow citizens. £ : we do so, we recognize as well our
obligation to ensure that eysfy Americanjhas an equal placs in our soclety.) .
from the earliest years in lifel This Nation of immigran itage’ believes
that all children, whatever their circumstances, deserve/a chance to learn
- andrise inthe world. . - |

.- This principle has guided my education reforms, as we work to raise -
‘the standardsof public schools across America, and bring new hope to
~every classroom.and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will
~ help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American
~ students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in.such
~_ distinguished company, and ! thank you all for joining us today. |

- Drafted by:  Matthew Sculiy' & John McConnell, Office of Speechwriting
~ Office: 202/456-7288 or 202/456-2816 : S
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Thank you all, and welcome to the White House. As | like to say, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the
contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments [

will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational
~ Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunity for
Hispanic boys and girls across America. o

Judge Goniales, thank you for the introd'uction'— and thanks for
" coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
counsel, and I'm proud to have him at my side. ' iy

I thank the young ladies and gentlemen who have led us inthe
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words, and only deepened our allegiance to our Nation and itsflag.

- Jaci Velasquez, thank you for singing the National Anthem with such
feeling and beauty.. : \

' Gloria Estefan, it's good to have you here. Emilic came to the White
House for Cinco de Mayo, and we told him, “Nice to seeyou. Next time,
bring Gloria.” | BN | o

1I'm grateful to Luis Palau for leading us in an in'\iocatio‘n. And'| thank
all of our other distinguished guests for joining us today.

"« Juan Jose Bremer, Ambassador of Mexico

« Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain R

« Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republic

« Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez .

. Roger Noriega, U.S. Ambassador to the Organization of American

States o ' L ,
"« Al Rascon, Director of the Selective Service, and recipient of the Medal |
- of Honor ' ' . . '
« Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Gigante
« Hector Barreto, Administrator of the SBA
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Rosarlo Marin, Treasurer of the United States .
Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets .
Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Giants

~ Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:
~ Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis
Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police
‘Department; and Migue! Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York
City Fire Department. Gentlemen, you are here today as our honored
guests. L : - '

This is a time of great national unity. We have been brought together -
- by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
" ‘and heroism, That is part of the good that has come out of an immense -
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have all comne to realize how much we
need each other. | |

: ~ Our enemies are learning a thing or-two about America as well. They:
are’learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are
| learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and |
B religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together, We -
have entered a new struggle together. And together, we will prevail.

| The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our
_ country. Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your
ancestry, proud of your native language — and still be every inchan
American. ‘ ‘

' We see this spirit of pride today most vividly in the ties between our
country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas.gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic '
culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable fromthe
life of my state. And they have become inseparable from the life of our

Nation.. -
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- This month, our country recognizes just how much we owe to

proud to call our fellow citizens. ‘And as we do SO, We recognize as well our
obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,

om the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes

that all children, whatever their circumstances, deserve a chance fo learn
and rise in the world. _ | s

This principle has guided my education réforms, as we work to raise

the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope o

. P.B5/05

" Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are "~

every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will

help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American

~ students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such |

distinguished company, and | thank you all for joining us today.
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Thank you aIl', and welcome to the White House. As | like to say, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the
contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments |

- will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational

Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunlty for ’
Hlspanlc boys and girls across Amerlca ,

, Judge Gonzales thank you for the |ntroduct|on — and thanks for
~coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
counsel, and I’m proud to have h|m at my S|de ,

| thank t_he young ladies and _gentlemen who have Ied us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words, and only deepened our allegiance to our Nation and its flag.

Jaci Velasquez, thank you for singing the Natlonal Anthem with such
feehng and beauty. A » .

Glona Estefan, it svgood to have you .he're Emilio came to the White = -
. House for Cinco de Mayo and we told him, “Nice to see you. Next time,
_brlng Glona . .

~ I'm grateful to Luis Palau for leadi‘ng us in an invocation. And | thank
all of our other distinguished guests for joining us today.

Juan Jose Bremer, Ambassador of Mexico -

Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain |

Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republic

‘Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez -

Roger Noriega, U. S Ambassador to the Organization of American
States

e Al Rascon, D|rector of the Selectlve Serwce and recipient of the Medal -
- of Honor .~ | | |

- o Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Glgante

(
e o o o o

| e Hector Barreto, Administrator of the SBA




Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the United States B
“Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox -

Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies

Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the New York Mets

Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Giants

. Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of
Hlspanlc Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:
Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis
Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police :
~ Department; and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York o
City Fire Department Gentlemen you are here today as our honored '
guests . ' : :

ThlS is a trme of great national unrty We have been brought together .
by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
‘and heroism. That is part of the good that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of cnsrs we have aII come to reallze how much we
b need each other. -

y ‘Our enemies are Iearnlng a thlng or two about Amerlca as weII They :
“are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are =~
~ learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and
religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We -
have entered a new struggle together. And together, we will prevail.

- The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our
- country. Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your -
- ancestry, proud of your natrve Ianguage and still be every inch an-
Amencan . ‘ g

“We see thls spirit of pride today most V|V|dly in the ties between our.
" country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them i is an appreciation of Hispanic

culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the

~ life of my state. And they have beoome mseparable from the Irfe of our

",Nahon




Th|s month our country recognlzes jUSt how much we owe to
’ Hlspanlc culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are
proud to call our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our
obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,
from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes
" that all children, whatever their cnrcumstances deserve a chance to Iearn
and rise in the world : :

' ‘ This principle has guided my education reforms, as we work to raise
- the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to
every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will
help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American '
students in every part of our country.. | am pleased to sign the order in such
dlstlngmshed company, and | thank you all for j Jomlng us today.

' Draftedby: . Matthew Scully & John McConnell, Office of Speechwriting
S - Office: 202/456-72890!’ 202/456.-_2816 '
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Thank you all, and welcome to the White House. As | like to say, mi

- casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the

contributions of Hlspanlc Americans to our national life. In a few moments |

will also sign an executive order creating a Commission on Educational

- Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunlty for
Hlspanlc boys and girls across Amerlca

~Judge Gonzales, thank you for the introduction — and thanks for
~coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
o counsel, and Iv’m proud to have him at my sidec |
S thank the young ladies and gentlemen who have Ied us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words and only deepened our allegiance to our Nation and its flag.

Jaci Velasquez thank you for singing the Natlonal Anthem with such
- feeling and beauty.

| Glo'ria Estefan it's good to have you here. Em’ilio came to the White -
House for Cinco de Mayo and we told him, “Nice to see you. Next time,
~ bring Glona

_ | m grateful to Luus Palau for leading us in an invocation. And | thank |
all of our other distinguished guests for joining us today :

Juan Jose Bremer Ambassador of Mexico_
Javier Ruperez, Ambassador of Spain
Hans Hertel, our Ambassador to the Dominican Republic
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez
Roger Noriega, U.S. Ambassador to the Organlzatlon of American
- States
e Al Rascon, Dlrector of the Selectlve Service, and reC|p|ent of the Medal ,
. of.Honor ‘ :
« Don Francisco, Host of Sabado Gigante

. e Hector Barreto Admmlstrator of the SBA



Rosario Marin, Treasurer of the Unlted States

Magglio Ordonez, outfielder for the Chicago White Sox
Nelson Figueroa, pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies
Rey Ordonez, shortstop for the' New York Mets

Russ Ortiz, pitcher for the San Francisco Giants

, Also with us today are three men who represent the-thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:

Anthony Miranda of the Latino Police Officers Association; Louis

~ Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City Police |
- Department; and Miguel Ramos of the Hispanic Society of the New York
- City Fire Department Gentlemen you are here today as our honored

- guests

, Th|s is a trme of great national unity. We have been brought together
by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heroism. That is part of the good that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have all come to realize how much we
need each other.

| Our enemies are learning a thing or two about America as well. They
~are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are

learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and

- religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together We

have entered a new struggle together. And together, we will prevail.

~ The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our.
_country. ‘Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your
ancestry, proud of your native language and still be every inch an
Amencan

, We see this spirit of pnde today most VIVId|y in the ties between our
country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic

culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the

life of my state. And they have become inseparable from the life of our
' Natlon




This month, our country recognizes just how much we owe to
Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are
proud to call our feIIow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our
obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,

~from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes
" that all children, whatever thelr C|rcumstances deserve a chance to learn
and rise in the worId

| This principle has guided my education reforms as we work to raise
the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to

" every classroom and every child. The task force | am authorizing today will
help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American
- students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such
’ dlstlngmshed company, and | thank you all for joining us today.

Drafted by:  Matthew Scully & John McConneII Office of Speechwrltmg
’ Office: 202/456-7289 or 202/456-2816
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THE PRESIDENT

‘Hispanic Heritage Month
October 12, 2001
Draft #8

Thank you all, and welcome to the
White House. As | like to say, mi casa
blanca es su casa blanca. We're
gathered to celebrate the contributions
of Hispanic Americans to our national

life.







THE PRESIDENT

In a few moments | will also sign an
Executive Order creating a Commission
on Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans, to open new doors of
opportunity for Hispanic boys and girls

across America.




THE PRESIDENT

Judge Gonzales, thank you for the
introduction — and thanks for coming to
Washington with me. | always count on
Judge Gonzales for good counsel, and

I'm proud to have him at my side.




THE PRESIDENT

| thank the young ladies and
gentlemen who have led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks
have given new meaning to those old
words, and only deepened our

allegiance to our Nation and its flag.

\Y




THE PRESIDENT

Jaci [JACK-ee] Velasquez, thank you
for singing the National Anthem with
such feeling and beauty. And Arturo
Sandoval [ahr-TOOR-oh sahn-doh-
VAHL], thank you for that fine rendition

of “America the Beautiful.”




THE PRESIDENT

Gloria Estefan, it's good to have you
here again. Emilio came to the White
House for Cinco de Mayo, and we told
him, “Nice to see you. Next time, bring

Gloria.”

Vi




THE PRESIDENT

I’'m grateful to Luis Palau [loo-EES
pah-LOW] for leading us in an
invocation. And | thank all of our other
distinguished guests for joining us

today.

Vil




THE PRESIDENT

e Ambassador Juan Jose Bremer
[hwahn ho-ZAY BREH-muhr],
Ambassador of Mexico

e Ambassador Javier Ruperez [jah-vee-
AIR roo-PEH-rehz], Ambassador of
Spain ‘

e Ambassador Hans Hertel [huvhr-TELL],
our Ambassador to the Dominican

Republic

viii
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THE PRESIDENT

e Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Mel Martinez

e Energy Secretary Spence Abraham

e Miguel Estrada [mee-GEHL es-
STRAH-thah], nominee to be U.S.
Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals,
D.C. Circuit

IX
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e Ambassador Roger Noriega, U.S.
Permanent Representative to the
Organization of American States

e Al Rascon [rahs-CONE], National
Director of the U.S. Selective Service
System, and recipient of the Medal of
Honor

e Hector Barreto, Administrator of the

Small Business Administration




THE PRESIDENT

e Leslie Sanchez, Executive Director of
the White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans (will be on stage during
signing of Executive Order)

e Don Francisco, host of “Sabado
Gigante” [SAH-bah-tho hee-GAHN-
tay]

e Cristina Saralegui [sah-rah-leh-GEE],
host of “El Show de Cristina”

Xi




THE PRESIDENT

e Rosario Marin [mah-REEN], Treasurer
of the United States |

e Magglio Ordonez [MAH-glee-oh or-
DOH-nyez], outfielder for the Chicago
White Sox

¢ Nelson Figueroa [fee-geh-RO-ah],
pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies

e Rey Ordonez [ray or-DOH-nyeZz],
shortstop for the New York Mets

X




THE PRESIDENT

e Russ Ortiz [or-TEEZ], pitcher for the

San Francisco Giants

Xili




THE PRESIDENT

Also with us today are three men
who represent the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law

enforcement and public safety:




THE PRESIDENT

Anthony Miranda [mee-RAHN-dah] of
New York City’s Latino Officers
Association; Louis Hernandez of the
Hispanic Society of the New York City
Police Department; and Miguel Ramos
[RAH-mohs] of the Hispanic Society of
the New York City Fire Department.
Gentlemen, you are here today as our

honored guests.




THE PRESIDENT

This is a time of great national unity.
We have been brought together by
shared grief. We have also been
inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heroism. That is part of the good
that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have
all come to realize how much we need

each other.




T

THE PRESIDENT

Our enemies are learning a thing or
two about America as well. They are
learning that we cannot be cowed or
divided by hardship. They are learning
that we are a Nation made up of many
cultures, races, and religions — but we
are still one Nation. We have suffered
loss together. We have entered a new
struggle together. And together, we will

prevalil.
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The diversity of America has always
been a great strength of our country.
Here you can be proud of your cultural
heritage, proud of your ancestry, proud
of your native language — and still be

every inch an American.
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We see this spirit of pride today most

vividly in the ties between our country

and the people of Latin America. A

lifetime in Texas gave me many things

I’'m thankful for, and one of them is an

appreciation of Hispanic culture.

Hispanic life and values are inseparable

from the life of my state. And they have

become inseparable from the life of our

Nation.
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THE PRESIDENT

This month, our country recognizes
just how much we owe to Hispanic
culture — and more important, to the
! Hispanic Americans we are proud to call
our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we
recognize as well our obligation to
ensure that every American has an
equal place in our society, from the

earliest years in life.
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THE PRESIDENT

This Nation of immigrant heritage
believes that all children, whatever their
circumstances, deserve a chance to

learn and rise in the world.

This principle has guided my
education reforms, as we work to raise
the standards of public schools across
America, and bring new hope to every

classroom and every child.

8
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THE PRESIDENT

The commission | am authorizing today
will help chart the path to greater
achievement among Hispanic-American
students in every part of our country. |
am pleased to sign the order in such
distinguished company, and | thank you

all for joining us today.
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Thank you all, and welcome to the White House. As | like to say, mi
casa blanca es su casa blanca. We're gathered to celebrate the
_contributions of Hispanic Americans to our national life. In a few moments |
will also sign an Executive Order creating a Commission on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans, to open new doors of opportunlty for
Hispanic boys and girls across America.

Judge Gonzales, thank you for the introduction — and thanks for
coming to Washington with me. | always count on Judge Gonzales for good
counsel, and I'm proud to have him at my side.

| thank the young ladies and gentlerhen who have led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. These past weeks have given new meaning to those
old words, and only deepened our allegiance to our Nation and its flag.

: Jaci [JACK-ee] Velasquez, thank you for singing the National Anthem |
with such feeling and beauty. And Arturo Sandoval [ahr-TOOR-oh sahn-
doh-VAHL], thank you for that fine rendition of “America the Beautiful.”

Gloria Estefan, it's good to have you here again. Emilio came to the
- White House for Clnco de Mayo, and we told h|m “Nlce to see you. Next
time, bring Glorla

I'm grateful to Luis Palau [loo- EES pah- LOW] forleading usinan
invocation. And | thank all of our other dlstlngwshed guests for joining us
today. : :

« Ambassador Juan Jose Bremer [hwahn ho-ZAY BREH- muhr]
Ambassador of Mexico

- o Ambassador Francisco Javier Ruperez [|ah-vee-AIR roo- PEH -rehz],
Ambassador of Spain
‘¢ Ambassador Hans Hertel [huhr—TELL] our Ambassador to the
- Dominican Republic
e Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martlnez
e Energy Secretary Spence Abraham



e Miguel Estrada [mee-GEHL es-STRAH-thah], nominee to be U.S: Circuit

~ Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, D.C. Circuit |
e Ambassador Roger Francisco Norlega u.S. Permanent Representatlve
' to the Organization of American States
¢ Al Rascon [rahs-CONE], National Director of the U.S. Selectlve Service

System, and recipient of the Medal of Honor

e Hector Barreto, Administrator of the Small Business Administration
‘e Leslie Sanchez, Executive Director of the White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans (will be on stage during
signing of Executive Order) :
Don Francisco, host of “Sabado Gigante” [SAH -bah-tho hee -GAHN-tay]
Cristina Saralegui [sah-rah-leh- -GEE], host of “El Show de Cristina”
Rosario Marin [mah-REEN], Treasurer of the United States

Magglio Ordonez [MAH-glee-oh or-DOH- nyez] outfielder for the
Chicago White Sox ‘

Nelson Figueroa [fee-geh-RO- ah] pitcher for the Phlladelphla Phillies
e Rey Ordonez [ray or-DOH-nyez], shortstop for the New York Mets

. Russ Ortiz [or-TEEZ], pitcher for the San FranC|sco Glants

Also with us today are three men who represent the thousands of
Hispanic Americans who serve in law enforcement and public safety:
Anthony Miranda [mee-RAHN-dah] of New York City’s Latino Officers
Association; Louis Hernandez of the Hispanic Society of the New York City
Police Department; and Miguel Ramos [RAH-mohs] of the Hispanic Society
~ of the New York City Fire Department. Gentlemen, you are here today as
our honored guests. .

This is a time of great national unity. We have been brought together
by shared grief. We have also been inspired by acts of incredible kindness
and heroism, That is part of the good that has come out of an immense
tragedy. In a moment of crisis, we have aII come to realize how much we
need each other. :

Our enemies are learning a thing or two about America as well. They
are learning that we cannot be cowed or divided by hardship. They are
learning that we are a Nation made up of many cultures, races, and
religions — but we are still one Nation. We have suffered loss together. We -

have entered a new struggle together. And together we will prevall




P ;e

' The diversity of America has always been a great strength of our
country. Here you can be proud of your cultural heritage, proud of your
ancestry, proud of your native language — and still be every inch an
American.

We see this spirit of pride today most vividly in the ties between our

- country and the people of Latin America. A lifetime in Texas gave me many
things I'm thankful for, and one of them is an appreciation of Hispanic
culture. Hispanic life, Hispanic culture and values, are inseparable from the
life of my state. And they have become inseparable from the life of our
Nation. ' :

This month, our country recognizes just how much we owe to
Hispanic culture — and more important, to the Hispanic Americans we are
proud to call our fellow citizens. And as we do so, we recognize as well our
- obligation to ensure that every American has an equal place in our society,
from the earliest years in life. This Nation of immigrant heritage believes
that all children, whatever their circumstances, deserve a chance to learn
and rise in the world.

This principle has guided my education reforms, as we work to raise
the standards of public schools across America, and bring new hope to
every classroom and every child. The commission | am authorizing today
will help chart the path to greater achievement among Hispanic-American
students in every part of our country. | am pleased to sign the order in such
distinguished company, and | thank you all for joining us today.

Drafted by: = Matthew Scully & John McConnell, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-7289 or 202/456-2816
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