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Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, 
Distinguished Guests, and, in particular, honored delegates from the 
nations of Africa: 

I am honored to be here to address you today, but I am grieved by 
the cause. The scale of human suffering now unfolding in Africa is 
beyond anything seen in our lifetimes; it threatens to rage beyond 
anything seen in human history. 

As I noted earlier this morning, more than twelve million Africans have 
already died ) one quarter of them children. Twenty million more men, 
women, and children are now infected. 

Each day, 11,000 more people become HIV positive ) more than halE of them 
under the age of 25. Each day, more than 5,000 Africans die. Over the 
next ten years, AIDS is expected to kill more Africans than all the wars 
of the 20th century combined ) leaving forty million children without one 
or both parents. 

Still, these statistics are a cold, heartless, substitute for 
understanding the suffering. The tragedy is beyond endurance for those 
who experience it, beyond description for those who witness it. Young 
lives are being lost; families torn apart; businesses failing, economies 
straining; and yet the epidemic is galloping onward, and gaining speed. 

This disease strikes at the workforce, undercutting the financial strength 
nations need to meet the crisis. It strikes at parents ) undercutting 
the unifying force of family. It strikes at health care workers, 
undercutting the infrastructure of an already overburdened health care 
system. It strikes at teachers, undcrcuLting ef~crts :.a edtJCai.Q · hP 
younger generation and help them lift themselves o~t of pcver~y. 
strikes at government workers, undercutting a vita~ netwc~k fo1· mectJng 
national needs. It strikes at the military, undel-cuLting the mca::s of 
maintaining order and keeping peace. 

AIDS has crossed beyond the borders of a humanitarian crisis to become a 
security crisis for nations of sub-Saharan Africa because it threatens 
not just the citizens of those nations, it threatens the very institutions 
that define and defend those nations. 

The United States is profoundly concerned by the threat AIDS poses to 
Africa. Indeed, the United States is deeply committed to the broad cause 
of peace, prosperity, and democracy in Africa. President Clinton last 
year made the longest trip in Presidential history to Africa. The 
Secretary of State has made three trips to Africa during her tenure. Our 
dynamic Ambassador to the United Nations has just returned from an 
extensive trip to the region, and I have made four separate trips to 
sub-Saharan Africa as Vice President. 
Clearly, we understand the critical importance ot Africa, and we are 
committed to working to help the nations of Africa take their rightful 
place of power and prominence in the world. Over the past several years, 
I have met with African leaders and heard their ideas, their concerns, and 
their difficulties in facing the raging crisis of AIDS. I have taken top 
U.S. Health officials with me to Africa, to share America's best ideas on 
fighting this disease4 

The United States has contributed more than a billion dollars to the 
global fight against AIDS ) more than half of the money earmarked for 
sub-Saharan Africa. The United States commits more than half funding 
devoted to HIV care and prevention in the developing world, and supplies 
more than a quarter of the UN AIDS budget. 
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Right now, from Kampala to Cape Town, from Durban to Dakar, U.S. funds and 
U.S. citizens are working to stem the rising tide of HIV infection, to 
prolong the lives of those who are sick, and to stitch together a network 
of family suppcYt systems for the growing number of orphans. But the 
crisis is still growing, and so must our commitment. 

Last year, I was privileged to announce a broad new initiative to increase 
the U.S. commitment to international AIDS programs by $100 million. This 
largest-ever increase in U.S. resources doubled our commitment in Africa 
for AIDS awareness and prevention; for home and community-based care; for 
the care of children orphaned by AIDS; and for development of the 
infrastructure necessary to assist all three efforts. 

Today, I am honored to announce an American effort to take the fight 
further. The budget we will send to Congress next month will seek a 
second successive annual increase of $100 million to further expand our 
worldwide fight against AIDS. 

This funding will work to: 

finance programs to prevent the spread, and reduce the stigma of AIDS; 
- reduce mother and child transmission; 

support home and community based care 
- provide care for children orphaned by AIDS 

and to strengthen prevention and treatment infrastructure 

I would also like to announce today a second initiative. to promote an 
expanded public private partnership in the battle against AIDS. In the 
next few months, I will convene a meeting of US business leaders committed 
to developing a set of principles for corporate conduct in the age of 
AIDS. These efforts will have the potential to use the workplace as a 
way of promoting education and prevention on AIDS. It can wed the 
economic interests of the private sector and the public health interests 
of the government sector. Clearly the corporate sector has immense 
interests in fighting the spread of AIDS. I look forward to working 
closely with them to develop a private sector companion to our public 
global AIDS program. 

These initiatives are part ·:Jf Amerjca ,s ongoing effort t.::) inten.:3~:Ey out· 
global battle against AIDS, but no nation can wi~ thls war C)~ iLs own. We 
will challenge our G-8 partners and other donors to match our increasing 
commitment. And we will step up our work with foreign governments, 
corporate leaders, NGOs, faith communities, our African partners, and our 
own community of AIDS organizations in the United States to leverage much 
needed funds, and maximize their impact in the global battle against AIDS. 

Above all, this Council can come to play a pivotal role. For decades the 
Security Council has come together to provide leadership in times of 
crisis. Again and again, the world has witnessed what we can do together 
if we act as a global community. Tragically, in the case of the AIDS 
crisis, we have responded to slowly, and millions of men, women, and 
children have died. 

The United States is committed to being a leading partner in a shared 
battle against HIV/AIDS, and I challenge a1 t of the members of t~c ·1~1L~d 

Nations to join with us. Let us not le3ve unmourned and ~:n:enemnPr·cci :~he 

14 million people around the world who have died of 
build upon their memory a fotlndation of hope, and 
and a legacy a compassion. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu -- who joined us in Washington last summer as we 
announced our AIDS funding increase -- has called this a holy war. For 
all our friends here and around the world willing to wage and to win this 
war -- let us take heart from the words of South African poet, Mongane 
Wally Serote: 

11 remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .. 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed thern 
but \·;e surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us .... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room representing billions around 
the world -- we are the promise of hope and of change. We have the 
knowledge, the compassion, the means, and the moral duty to make a 



difference. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to wage a wider war against 
this disease -- so that when the story of the AIDS crisis is told to 
future generations, the moral of that story will be the power of the human 
spirit to unite behind a common cause, defeat a common foe, and advance 
the health, the happiness, and the harmony of all humankind. 

May God bless all those who have suffered from this disease. May God 
bless our united efforts to end it. 
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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 

UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL OPENING SESSION 

Monday, January 10, 2000 


[Call meeting to order. Introductory language to come, including language 

establishing the context (i.e. month of Africa, and effort to resolve the 

conflict in Burundi, Mandela ,s efforts, etc.)] 


Let me thank the distinguished members of the United Nations Security 

Council for the honor of presiding and opening this first meeting of the 

millennium. I would also like to thank the Council for its willingness, 

at the dawn of a new era, to explore a new definition of world security. 


Today marks the first time, after more than 4,000 meetings stretching back 

more than half a century, that the Security Council will discuss a health 

issue as a security threat. No one can doubt that the havoc wreaked and 

the toll exacted by HIV/AIDS do threaten our security. The heart of the 

security agenda is protecting lives. We tend to think of a threat to 

security in terms of war and peace. Yet we now know that more people will 

die of AIDS in the first decade of the 21st Century than died in all the 

wars in all the decades of the 20th Century. 


This historic session not only recognizes the real and present danger to 

world security posed by the AIDS pandemic -- which I will discuss in 

detail during my remarks as head of the U.S. delegation -- but also sets a 

precedent for Security Council concern and action on broader security 

agenda. By the power of example, this meeting summons the world to see 

security through a new and wider prism. 


For the past half century, the Security Council has dealt with the classic 

security agenda ) built upon common efforts to resist aggression inspired 

by political, ideological, and ethnic divisions. We have witnessed wars 

among nations, and violence on the scale of war within nations, because of 

claims of religious or racial superiority. Because of lust for power, 

disguised as ideology or rationalized as geo-strategic doctrine. Because 

of a sense that a small place or a larger region ) or the whole world 

itself ) was too small to allow for the survival and prosperity of all, 

unless the few could dominate the many. Because of the tendency of too 

many to see themselves solely as separate groups, celebrating and 

defending their exclusivity, demonizing and dehumanizing others. We know 

that poverty ) the collapse of hopes and expectations, the coming apart of 
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a society ) makes people desperate, and open to evil leadership. 

There are many evil empires in the world today. They know no boundaries 
of nation or ocean; they are driven by the common enemies of humanity: 
disease, terror, drugs, and global pollution. 

There are new things under the sun -- new forces arising that now or soon 
will challenge international order, raising issues of peace and war. It 
is not entering the year 2000 that matters. It is not merely the change 
in the calendar ) it is a change in the very nature of the way we must 
live together on this planet. From this new vantage point, we must forge 
and follow a new path for world security. 

What are its markers? The global environmental challenge, which could 
render all our other progress meaningless. The global challenge of 
defeating drugs and corruption, which now spill across our borders. The 
global challenge of terror -- magnified by the availability of new weapons 
of mass destruction so small they could be concealed in a coat pocket. 
The age-old challenges of hunger, disease, and illiteracy ) and new 
pandemics, laying waste whole societies, that threaten to overcoming any 
anti-biotic we could apply. 

Our task is not merely to meet these challenges, but to rise to our higher 
ideals: a world of freedom and free markets. A world where the free flow 
of ideas and information, and freer access to education, sustain our more 
fundamental freedoms. A world where we secure the rights of women 
everywhere, as full members of the human family. A world where people ,s 
faith in their own self-government -- their belief that they can share in 
an ever-widening circle of human dignity and self-sufficiency ) unlocks a 
higher fraction of the human potential. 

All this and more constitutes the great global challenge of our time: to 
create and strengthen a sense of solidarity, as we seek a newer world of 
security for all ) security not just from loss of life and battle, but 
from a loss of a quality of life and liberty that should belong to all. 

For almost all the years of recorded history, people could do whatever 
they wished to their environment, and do little to harm it. People could 
wage war in the world, and do nothing to destroy it. But surging 
populations, accelerating technology, and an explosion of global 
communication now multiply the consequences of our actions. Mistakes that 
were once tolerable would now be fatal; threats that were once local are 
now regional or global; damage once temporary can now become chronic or 
catastrophic. 

As leaders, as a world community, we must prove to our citizens that we 
are wise enough to control what we have been smart enough to create. We 
must understand that the old conception of global security with its 
focus almost solely on armies, ideologies, and geopolitics ) has to be 
enlarged. 

We need to show that we not only can contain aggression, prevent war, and 
mediate conflicts, but that we can work together to anticipate and respond 
to a new century with its new global imperatives. 

The greatest dangers to any of our peoples are the gravest threats to all 
our nations. No nation can meet them on its own. 

The human mind -- our ingenuity, our dreaming, our restless quest to do 
better created this moment. Now the human will ) not of one individual, 



not of one nation or group of nations ) but the collective will of truly 
United Nations, must master this moment. We must bend it in the direction 
of life, not death; justice, not oppression; opportunity, not deprivation 

) a new security for the new world we now inhabit. 

The future is not something that we merely try to predict. The future is 
something that we make. For ourselves. Together. It is up to us to move 
forward -- with faith in our principles, in our foresight, and ln our 
common humanity. The Spanish poet Antonio Machado once said: & 
Pathwalker, there is no path, we create the path as we walk. 8 

There is great hope in this pathmaking meeting. It is an honor to open 
it. I hope that the first days and years of the millennium ) and all 
those that follow ) will be guided by the vision that marks this first 
meeting. We live in a new time. We face new and larger 
responsibilities. Meet them we can, and meet them we must for the new 
threats to humanity are as grave as war itself ) and the new hopes we have 
are as precious as peace. 

In a moment, I will introduce the Secretary General. Before I do, I want 
to acknowledge someone else who is on the front lines of the new 
definition of world security, the President of the World Bank, James 
Wolfensohn. 

Now I am pleased to present the United Nations , Secretary-General, Kofi 
Annan. 

5 

REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 
Monday, January 10, 2000 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

&HIV/AIDS is not someone else ,s problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain. 8 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa ,s Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; no army can combat it; it cuts across all the lines 
that divide us. We owe ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to 
act against AIDS on a global scale and especially where the scourge is 
greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has entered the first frontiers of 



momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died ) one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive ) more than half of them 
under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis ) because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. The recent Surgeon 
General ,s report tells us that we have not overcome the ignorance and 
indifference that lead to infection. We must continue to study the 
success of others, while we seek to share our progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa ) not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world ,s highest infection rates. 
Today ) because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior ) Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is the purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world ,s agenda. We must 
talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of secrecy 
and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right here, in one 
of the great forums of the earth ) openly and boldly, with urgency and 
compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never end the 
disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires more than medicine; it requires that we 
train doctors, nurses, and home-care workers, that we develop clinics and 



community-based organizations to deliver care to those who need it. 
Today, fewer than 5 percent of those living with AIDS in Africa have 
access to even basic care. We know we can prolong life, reduce suffering, 
and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer with their children, if we 
offer treatment for opportunistic infections like tuberculosis and 
malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide ) more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce our decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to Congress next month will include 
an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million to fund 
our worldwide fight against AIDS. 

This new funding will include efforts: 

To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I also announce that the budget we will send to Congress next month will 
include $50 million for the United States , contribution to the Vaccine 
Fund of the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations. This 
contribution ) in fulfillment of the promise President Clinton made to the 
General Assembly ) will help fund the research, purchase, and distribution 
of lifesaving vaccines in developing nations. 

I also announce today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. In the coming months, I will 
convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to develop a 
set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the workplace an 
effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. Let us also set 
this goal: through public and private efforts, in partnership with partner 
nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at one critical point ) its 
most heartbreaking point -- the moment of mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will ) for 



the first time ever ) offer specific funding for the U.S. military to work 
with the armed forces of other nations to combat .AIDS. Inside our own 
country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread of 
AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts tp respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort, and today I challenge the world ,s wealthier, healthier 
nations to match America ,s increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade 
against AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are hundreds of 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together every separate initiative by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, not just how much we spend, will determine how many lives we 
save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a holy war. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time ) the war against AIDS. For all, here 
and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear and 
heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

&remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us .... 8 

That promise is us. We here in this room ) representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we are the promise of hope and of change. we are 
the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the compassion, the 
means, and the moral duty to make a difference. We have a great and grave 
responsibility. 



We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it ) soon and forever. 
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RE.".D : UNKNOWN 

TO: Ly·nn G. Cutler WHO J 
REAlJ: UNKNOVJN 

TO: tu;.drew J. Mayock CN=Aiodrew J. Mayock/OU=\'IHO/O=EOP@EOP 
RE?.D: UNKNOWN 

TO: Bridget T. Leininger ( CN=Bridget T. Leininger/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ) ) 
READ :UNKNOwN 

TO: Craig Hughes ( CN=Craig Hughes/OU=wBO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ) ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: Linda L. Moore ( CN=Linda L. Moore/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: ceskew@bsmg.com ( ceskew@bsmg.com@ inet [ UNKNOwN J ) 
READ:UNKNOI'IN 

TO: Kris M Balderston CN;:::Kris M Balderston/OU=VTMO/O=EOP@EOP [ VlHO ] 

READ : l.JNKNO"tlN 

TO: Tamagni_J@al.eop.gov Tamagni_J@al.eop.gov@ inet UNKNOWN ] ) 

READ: lf'fJKNO~'.'N 

TO: Deborah Akel CN=Deborah Akel/OU=¥m0/0=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: Lisa Ferdinanda ( CN=Lisa Ferdinando/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ wHO ] ) 
READ: UNY-.NOwN 

TO: Kymberly M. Escobar ( CN=Kymberly M. Escobar/OU=CEQ/O=EOP@EOP [ CEQ ] ) 
READ : UNKNOwN 

TO: Kathy Weatherly ( CN=Kathy \'leatherly/O=OVP~~VP [ UNKNOWN ) ) 
READ : UNKNOWN 

TO: Julia G. Bataille CN=Julia G. Bataille/O=OVP(~QVP [ UNKNOi-vTI J ) 
RE?.D : uNKNOWN 

TO: Laura M. Quinn CN=Laura M. Quinn/O=OVPr;;·OVP [ LJNKNOWl'J } ) 

RElW: LJ"""NKNO\v"N 

TO: Linda Ricci ( CN=Linda Ricci/OU=OMB/O=EOP@EOP [ OMB ) ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Thomas M. Rosshirt ( CN=Thomas M. Rosshirt/O=OVP@OVP [ UNKNOWN ) 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: Victoria L. Valentine ( CN=Victoria L. Valentine/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP ( WHO ) ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Sarah E. Gegenheimer ( CN=Sarah E. Gegenheimer/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ) ) 
REl\D : UNKl'IJO\'N 

TO: 62955104@eln.attmail.com@INET@LNGTWY 62955104@eln.attmail.com@INET@LNGTW'Y UNKNOWN ) 
REP.JJ: UNKNOWN 

TO: VlEINER i-~@Al@CD\o~LNGTWY (DONI 
READ: U'NKNO\I'lN 

TO: RILEY_R@Al@CD@LNGTWX { RILEY R@Al@CD@LNGTWY [ U~KNOW~ ] (OA) 
RE.A..D: lJNKNO'rvTN 

TO: JOHNSON_WC@Al@CD@LNGTWY JOHJ.'ISON_ WC@Al@CD@LNGTI'IY [ UNKNOWN ) (OA) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: GRIBBEN_J@Al@CD@LNGTI'IY GRIBBEN_J@Al@CD@LNGTI'IY [ UNKNOWN ) ) (1'/HO) 
READ: UNKNO\'N 

TO: BARTHOLOW_T@Al@CD@LNGTI'IY BARTHOLOI'I_T@Al@CD@LNGTWY [ UNKNOwN ) ) (OA) 
READ : UNKNOWN 

mailto:Tamagni_J@al.eop.gov
mailto:Tamagni_J@al.eop.gov
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mailto:ceskew@bsmg.com


TO: backup@wilson.ai.mit.edu©INET@LNGTWY ( backup@wilson.ai.mLt.edu@INET@LNGTitiY UNKNOW"N 

READ: lJNKNOWN 

TO: Julia Payne@eop ( Julia Payue@eop WHO 
REF-D: l.JNKNOWI\l 

TO: Dag Vega@eop Dag vega®eop [ wHO J ) 
READ: t.JNKNOWN 

TO: Barry J. Toiv@EOP ( Barry J. Toiv@EOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Douglas B. Sosnik®eop ( Douglas B. Sosnik@eop [ wHO J ) 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: Paul Thornell ( CN=Paul Thornell/O=OVP@OVP [ l~KNOWN 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Cheryl D. Mills@eop ( Cheryl D. Mills@eop 
RE.Z\.D: UNKNO\'iN 

TO: Gordon Li@eop ( Gordon LiCcVeop WHO 
READ: l..JNKNO~'JN 

TO: Jim Kohlenberger@OVP@EOP ( Jim Kohlenberger@OVP@EOP [ uTIKNOWN ] ) 
READ : uNKl'JOWN 

TO: David E. Kalbaugh@EOP ( David E. Kalbaugh@EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ : UNKNOwN 

TO: Elliot Diringer@eop ( Elliot Diringer®eop [ CEQ ] 
READ : uTIKNOwN 

TO: fu<ne M. Edwards®eop ( ?nne M. Edwards®eop [ wHO ] ) 
READ : uTIKNOWN 

TO: Ann F. Lewis ( CN=fu<n F. Lewis/OU=WHO/O=EOP®EOP viHO J 
READ: UNKNOit.lN 

TO: Elizabeth R. Newman@EOP Elizabeth R. NewmanGEOP [ vmo 
REF..D: UNKNO\.v'N 

TO: David Thomas®OVP ( David Thomas®OVP @ EOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ : uNKl'lOWN 

TO: Michael B. Feldman ( CN=Michael B. Feldman/O=OVP@OVP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ :uNKNOwN 

TO: Sarah A. Bianchi ( CN=Sarah A. Bianchi/O=OVP®OVP [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: Monica M. Dixon ( CN=~1onica M. Dixon/O=OVP@OVP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: Mark A. Kitchens CN=Mark A. Kitchens/OU=ltJHO/O::oEOP\iJEOP [ WHO ] 

READ: UNKNOW'N 

TO: Alejandro G. Cabrera ( CN=.l\lej andro -v. Cabrera/O=OVP@OVP UNKJ.'\iOWN ] 
READ: t..JNKNOVJN 

TO: Nathan B. Naylor ( CN=Nathan B. Naylor /O=OVP@OVP [ lJNK.i'JOW"N ] 

READ : u"NKNOwN 

TO: Jocelyn A. Bucaro ( CN=JOcelyn A. Bucaro/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ : uNKl'lOWN 

TO: Cynthia M. Jasso-Rotunno ( CN=Cynthia M. Jasso-Rotunno/OU=WHO/O=EOP®EOP [ WHO ] 
READ : ll"NKNOwN 

TO: Orson C. Porter ( CN=Orson C. Porter/OU=wHO/O=EOP@EOP [ wHO ] ) 
READ :UNKNOwN 

TO: Heather M. Riley CN=Heather M. Riley /OU=WHO/O=EOP<;BEOP WHO ] ) 
REP...D: U'"NKNOW1\i 

TO: Sean P. 0 1 Shea ( CN=Sean P. 0 1 Sl1ea/OU::o::WH0/0=E0Pf.flEOP [ WHO J 
REl..._D : Li..NKNCF..-JN 

TO: hpruette0Jsquiermedia. com ( hpruette(:Psquiermedia. com @ inet [ UNKNOWN 
READ: tJNKNO\•JN 

TO: Thurgood Marshall Jr ( CN=Thurgood Marshall Jr/OU=I'iHO/O=EOP@EOP [ \'IHO] ). 

http:UNKNOit.lN


READ: l.JNKNO\'iN 


TO: Melissa B. Ratcliff ( CN=Melissa B. Ratcliff/O=OVP@OVP [ l.JNKNO\'iN ] 

READ:l.JNKNO\'iN 


TO: Brian A. Reich ( CN=Brian A. Reich/O=OVP@OVP [ l.JNKNO\'iN ] ) 

READ: l.JNKi'lOw'N 


TO: Maurice Daniel CN=Maurice Daniel/O=OVP@OVP lJ~KNOW~ 

RE.!W: U1'JKNOV~'N 

TO: John H. Corcoran III ( CN=John H. Corcoran III /OUoo:\•J:'-i0/0=-EOP@EOP WHO 
RE.Z\D: ill.JYu'\JOW1\r 

TO: Ruby Shamir CN=Ruby Shamir/OU=OPD/O=EOP@EOP OPD ] 

RElill: UNKl'\JOWN 


TO: Kristina Wolfe ( CN=Kristina Wolfe/O=OVP@OVP [ l.JNKNO\'iN ) ) 

READ : l.JNKNOw'N 


TO: David Vandivier ( CN=David Vandivier/OU=OMB/O=EOP@EOP [ OMB ] ) 

READ: UNKNOw'N 


TO: Jeffrey K. Nussbaum ( CN=Jeffrey K. Nussbaum/O=OVP@OVP [ l.JNKNO\'iN ] ) 

READ : \JNKl'!Ow'N 


TO: Paul D. Glastris ( CN=Paul D. Glastris/OU=~-JE0/0=E0P(~:EOP f WHO 
REP..D: UNKNOVJN 

TEXT: 
THE \VHITE HOUSE 

Office at the Vice President 

For Immediate 
Release Contact: 
Monday, January 10, 
2000 (202) 456-7035 

REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COl.JNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Me"bers of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS ,~not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

tv1r. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. we owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed Lhe first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over th2 past decade, a -::::ising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa/ AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
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crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps econo~ic ~L~ength. A:cs ~:.rikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their ~tuder1ts. 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa ~ot onJy leaders. but health 
car.·e workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and cour;tlcss 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. \'<le must face the threat: a.s W'? 3:.:-e f::::.ci119 c;r~::_ 

here, in one of the great forums of t~c carLh 
urgency and compassion. Unt..il we end the st.i·~mc 

end the disease of AIDS. 

VJe also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was vn-ong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed t.o the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
p._frica. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total o: S325 millicn 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new tunding ·.-;1..1.1 .inc.lude 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 



--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly ··- \vill help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I. am also annc,uncing today an initiative f:cr an expanded pL<t.:J·~c prlv?.te 
partnership in the batt.le against AIDS. Indeed, in Lhe coming months. 
will convene a meeting of u.s. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gsjn access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month. the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. vve must also r:10kc ~t:J-,:: t.ha~ 

Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right no~. they 
amount to man:;.r isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. i"l"t:: must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must ;_.;age an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enJist: in this cause, let u2 hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an i\frican poel, Mcngane VJally· 
Serote: 

nremember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the knowledge, the 

http:prlv?.te


compassion, and the means to make a difference. we must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

we must make the promise and b2ep the promise to prevail against lhis 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it v1.ill be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever . 

.u.u.u 
tttttt 
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U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSlON ON .Z'>.IDS lN i\Fk1 C/\ 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security CouncJl, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV il.<.IDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. we owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking held, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africa:-1s. Fourt.een rr::i J lion rv.1ve 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than ha]f of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 

http:13:34:25.00
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The united States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the succe~s of ot~ers, while we ~eek t0 share c)u1· 

progress with them. 

As vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against thi5 disease :s 
prevention. And prevention depends or, b:-eaking dowr: :_l;c ba~-r-icts ag3jn.sL 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, v;e 

are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. We 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth - openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of i'-IDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today. fewer than 5 perc0nt of th~se 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. W~ k~ow N~ ;·a~ 

prolong life, reduce suf:ferir1g, 3..nd allow mother-s wiLh Al:)S :_:::· l i '· -:~_::.el 
with their children, if we o[tcr treatment sppo~L~n~~~1c ;~~0ct··,~c 

like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- SlOO million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

- -..i1~T1d to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent. a0d treat. of AIDS. 
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I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its mo.st heartbreaking point.- ··- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year ;.vill for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the u.s. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat P.~IDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment ~o 

faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential. because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not juEL hew muc~ ~c s0e~j 
;...:].ll_ dete:nnine how many lives ~ve save. 

community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

If remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us. 

That promise is us. we here in this room representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the knowledae, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 



moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it soon and forever. 
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Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else~s problem. lt is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be ·w·asted. The eco:~omy wj_ll 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed Lhe fjrst frontie1·s 01 

momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of Atrica.n 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times t~ sub··Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS speciali~ts, corpor3te 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours wiLh African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breakins down the ba:criers agcunst 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of tt~is 

historic Security Council meeting. Today·, iT'. .::'i9hL :.1l.l th·:: woti..r.::i, we_ 
~re putting the AIDS cr~sis at the tnp ()~ t.~? world's s~~urily ~~l~~:ja_ W!' 
must talk about AI~S nat in whispers, 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we arc facing it rigt1c 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 

growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 

with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 

medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 

workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 

deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 

living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 

prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 

with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 

like tuberculosis and malaria. 


Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 

we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need t,:; do mo1-e 

to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 

his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 

that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 

killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 

effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 

malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 

poorest nations. 


This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 

right fight. And the United states has contributed more than a billion 

dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 

Africa. But we must do more. 


Last year, I announced the largest -ever increase in the u.s. comm_i tment. t·,..--.. 


international AIDS programs SlOO million 

India, and other areas. 


Today, I announce America's decision to step up lhe b:1t::.le. The budget.. t2le 

Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress ncx~ ~o~~h wili 

include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of S325 million 

to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 

efforts: 


--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 


--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 


--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 


--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 


--.And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 
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I would also like to announce here this morning that he budget W8 will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 mill on for the United 
States~ contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Globa Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next ~ear will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the u.s. miJitary to 
work with Lhe armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our a~med forces have acted effcctiv~Jy tc prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready tc share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-? partners tc brj_ng greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, heallhi,~r nat.ions 
to match America's increasing commitment to a wcrJdwidc crusade 3qain~t 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. we must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many ha~\re called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, '.Ve must v-;age an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- th2 war agalnst r\IDS. For all., 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us he.:1r 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us .. 

That promise is us. We here in this room representing tt1e bi 
people of the world we must become the prom.ise c:: hDpe .c~:c:J :::-t.;;;:--.·:.;:c· 
VJe must become the promise of lite itself. we :;ave the ~:.Lc·wle:c.lge, 

compassion, and the means to make a d.i f fe:rence. v~-:..-: rr:<.]st acj~n,:;\..; 1 ed~~c :·;t~:r 

moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

'.•le must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 



moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELI\TERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 

U.N. SECURITY COlJNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFF<JC.I\ 

Mr. Secretar-y' General, Membel-s of the Sccur.ity ~c)unc; ~, :..::Ls:.. ~~l~~~Jlc-::L~'""' 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates fram ~tc NaLi~~s c~ A~r1c~: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep .Z\IDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost comm.i tment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11, 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive more tha~ half :;L 

them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, P..IDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 

http:15:37:39.00


military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The united States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others. while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Sa~ara~ Afr 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders. and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking dowD the barri~::·rs against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight c;L al_J the wc-rLd, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world 1 S security agenda. \-Je 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We knovJ we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS tr~ live lar:gcr 
with their children. if we offer treatme~t LeY app)rtur1ist.i 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is 
-..ve are committed to the maximum possible research_ But vJe need t.o do more 
to harness the talent and po\ver of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment t.o 
international AIDS programs -- SlOO million to fight. AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America~s decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--Ar1d to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent_ and t~-eat of AlL'S. 



I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global l'... lliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the u.s. military to 
i.·Jork with the 3.:rmed fo.r-c-?.s -::;f ether nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
cwn country, ou~ armed forces have acted cffe~Lively prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

we will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's weo.lth:i.er, health:er nations 
tc match America 1 s :increasing commi tmcnt to a worldwide c:-usade s.ga :i :-:st 
!"'.IDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 

more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 

Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 

inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 

amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 

knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 

global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 

success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 

advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 

the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 

will determine how many lives we save. 


AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confr,:)nt t~he wt_,l· l (j 


community. Many have caJJ.ed the battle agajnst iL a sacrc::~j cn.1sadc. 


The Uni tc:d Naticns was created to Etcp wars. N:y.,.;, 


great and peaceful war of our time- the -....-rJ:- ;;:~a;.n,5~ T·.:Cs. ;::~'" "· 

here and around the world, willing to enlist in thiE C3US·2, l2t us hear 

and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane VJally 

Serote: 


nremember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us. 

That promise is us. We here in this room representing the b1 ior1s uL 

people of the world ··- we must become the promise of hope s.nd of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a diffen:;nce. We must acknowledge 0ur 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

\--Je must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
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moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REMP.RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COuNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretal-y General, Members of the Security Council, r:isti_ngui.shed 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/~~IDS is not someone else's problem. :::t lS mv nroolem It .is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth v;ill 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide u3. We swc 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitmenL to ~cL ag-ainst_ A:::.s 3 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not. just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed Eour times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corpor3tc 
leaders, and physicians. Ne have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

we know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on b:·eaking dovm the terriers aga.inst 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Securlt~;/ Council meeting. Today, i.r-t sjgh~ z..~f a.11 L;--;e wn~··:a, v:c 
are putting the AlDS crisis at. :he top c., f. ~-.:rc w:::::.r~d' s sec:...:;~-~:_ ..:' ;1:;c;--;·i.":: \tJ:..·· 

must ts.lk. about AIDS not in whispers, in private mc-::·::L.i~1gs, ir:. Lon:..~s 

secrecy and shame. we must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunisLic i~fecLions 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccinaticn, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need tc do mo:r-e 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In september, in 
his speech tc the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the Jargest ever increaEe in the tJ.S. c~mmitmcrlL 

international AIDS programs -- $100 million tc figh: AIDS 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the ba:.. L J.e. T:;e bud geL the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of SlOG million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmissioni 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AlDS. 



I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for Lhe United 
States~ contribution to the vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

we are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort_ Today 1 ch.s.1lenge Lhe world's wealth_ie·r, hea} thie.r- ;-:a.ti:Jr-:.5 
to match America's increasing commitment 3 worldwide crusade aga~nst 
.U.JDS. 

But mor-2 money is not enough. We must. also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The UnJ.ted Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an wi~1 a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war again::=L ;\TDS. I--'or s}l, 

here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, Jet u.s hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, t•1ongane ~VaJ.ly 

Serote: 

1'remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world we must become the promise 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the k~owiedge, 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. VJ•2 mu::::L :JClr~no,..;l(~;dge 

moral duty ar:d accept our· great and grave :;·2spcns: 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. &<d the 



moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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RETVu~RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELI\lERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Nr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
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south Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in south Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of .l>.frican 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced >2conomic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of t\f::~.Lca no"; elect thci :-· own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weaker1s workforces and saps 

at teachers, and denies education to their ~tudcnts. 


military, and subverts the force5 a( order 3nd pca~~~e~pinq. 


The united States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in .l\frica. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
1."·e should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community v;orkers, mothers and fathers, and count Iess 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was su£ fering the r.·.torld 's highest infection .rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. We 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. l-Ie must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of .ll.IDS, we wi 11 :Jeve; 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic cal:-~ and :. I-ea tment Lc the 
growing number of people who, thank God, 0rc i ivi:--,g, ir.su::3.d ot dyi.ng, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medic1ne, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. we know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 



to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. fu1d the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

··-To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of. ?.IDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative fer ar1 expar1ded puh~ic: privs~e 

partnership in the battle against. ATDS. l.r;clced, 
will convene a meeting cf u.s. busjnes~ ledde~~ ~ctivc 1r1 Af~l 

develop a set of voluntary principles to1- co~por3:c ~(=~dec~ t~1 ma~s ~~!P 

workplace an effective place for the education and pre\.renLion of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain accesE tc afford:J.ble 
medicines, including those for HIV /A. IDS. Last mont.h, the' Pres i jen:. 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health cl-is~s .i.nt..o 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with ou:: 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. we must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, SOl.Jth 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the wor:d. Right now, ~tley 

amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. we must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, ~ational, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of :..hci::- .synergy· 3;nd 



success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

~~remember 

the passion of our hearts 
the blindi.ng ache and pain 
·,.;hen we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just ot human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fe}low human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 

### 
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READ : UNN.'lOwN 

TO: clisi®voter.com ( clisi®voter.com@ inet [ UNKNOI'IN ] ) 
READ: UNN.'lOI'IN 

TO: dginsberg@squiermedia.com@inet { dginsberg@squiermedia.com@inet [ U~KNOVm 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: bknapp®squiermedia. com0inet ( bknappe0squiermedia. comG:1inet [ l.JNKNOW'N ) 
RE.l'ill: LJNKJ.\JO~TN 

TO: usnwire@access.digex.com@inet usnwire@access.digex.com®inet [ UNKNOI'IN ] 
READ:UNKNOwN 

TO: rsquier511@aol.com@inet ( rsquier511@aol.com®inet [ UNKNOI'IN J ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: howfineman@aol.com®inet ( howfineman®aol.com@inet [ UNKNOI'IN l ) 
READ: u~KNOI'IN 

TO: Kennerly@aol.com®inet ( Kennerly®aol.com@inet [ UNKNOI'IN l ) 
READ: u~KNOwN 

TO: davidb383@aol.com®inet ( davidb383@aol.com@inet UNKNO\'IN ] 
READ :lJ~KNO\vN 

TO: irav..ry1Tl.an@wn. net@inet ( i rat.:tymanc,~'--Jil. ne::J3finet.. [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ: lJNKNO~v'N 

TO: stevendwill:i.ams(iiho'i.:.mail.comCciiinet ( stevendwilliams@hotmail.com@inet [ UNKNOW"N } 
READ: UNKNOViN 

TO: smikla®nwnet.newsweek.com@inet ( smikla@nwnet.newsweek.com@inet [ UNKNOI'IN J ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: cborst®nwnet.newsweek.com®inet ( cborst@nwnet.newsweek.com®inet [ UNKNO\'IN l 
READ : UNKNO\'IN 

TO: strobe@twtmail.com@inet ( strobe@twtmail.com®inet [ UNKNOI'IN ] ) 
READ: UNKNOI'IN 

TO: dmilbank®pnr.com®inet ( dmilbank@pnr.com@inet [ lJNKNOI'IN ) ) 
RE.l'ill: UNKNOwN 

TO: ml iasson@npr. orgC.Dinet { ml iasson@npr. org@inet 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: cpope(.i)Cq. como):i.net ( cpope(~'cq. coml~v-i_net. t L='NKNOV.JN l 
RE.b..D: UNKNOWN 

TO: mfelsent@BNJl•. comG?inet ( mfelsent@BNA.com@inet [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ : lJNKNOY.JN 

TO: templeraston@bloomberg.net®inet ( templeraston®bloomberg.net@inet [ UNKNOI'IN ] ) 

READ: lJNKNO\'IN 


TO: pahose@nytimes.com®inet ( pahose@nytimes.com@inet [ UNKNOI'IN ] ) 

READ: UNKNO\'IN 

TO: stcrow@nytimes.com@inet stcrow@nytimes.com®inet [ UNKNOwN ] ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: v;hi teben@v;ashpost. com@i net ( whi teben@wastlpost _com@inet [ UNKNOWN J 
REJ>lJ: UNKNOW"N 

TO: bob. daviS'"'news. wsj. com@inct bob. davisc.:.!news. ws; . comc~:inet: [ T.JI'JKNO~\IN J 
READ: UNKNOitJN 

TO: dean.wright@msnbc.com@inet dean.wright@msnbc.com@inet [ U~KNOW"N 
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READ : liNKNOwN 

TO: ssaukas@nbc.com@inet ( ssaukas@nbc.com@inet [ UNKNOWN J ) 
READ : u'"NKNOWN 

TO: buikema@foxnews.com@inet ( buikema@foxnews.com@inet [ UNKNOWN ) 
READ: u'"NKNOwN 

TO: eschweiger@c-span.org@inet ( eschweiger@c-span.org@inet [ u'"NN~O\<m l 
REJ\.D : u'"NKNOWN 

TO: mfarkas@c-span.org@inet ( mfarkas~c-8pan.org~i 
READ: UNKNO\"l'N 

TO: sundberg@c-span.org@inet 
REIW: U""NKNO\.-JN 

TO: kevin.bohn@cnn.com®inet ( kevin.bohn@cnn.com@inet [ UNKNOWN ) 
READ : l.JNKNOY.JN 

TO: Sarah.ruth@cnn.com@inet ( Sarah.ruth@cnn.com@inet [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: jlp@cbsnews.com@inet ( jlp@cbsnews.com@inet [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ: UNN~OWN 

TO: stephane.dujarric@abc.com@inet ( stephane.dujarric@abc.com@inet [ UNKNOWN J 
READ :u'"NKNOwN 

TO: douglal@abc. com@inet ( douglal@abc. corrH;Qinet f UNKNOWN 1 
READ: UNKNO\•.iN 

TO: hilldan@abc.com@inet hilldan@abc.comGinet lJNKNOW1'-J 

REA.IJ: TJNXNOWN 

TO: editors@sygma.com@inet editors®sygma.com@inet [ UNKNOWTI J 
READ : u'"NKNO\<m 

TO: tim.ryan@reuters.com@inet ( tim.ryan@reuters.com@inet [ UNKNOWN l ) 
READ : u'"NKNOWN 

TO: larry.rubenstein@reuters.com@inet ( larry.rubenstein@reuters.com@inet [ UNKNO\VN l ) 
READ : l!'"NN~OWN 

TO: jpuzzanghera@krwashington.com ( jpuzzanghera@krwashington.com @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: nakashimae@washpost.com nakashimae@\.;ashpost. com @ inet [ fJNY.J\!OitJN 
RE/l.D: Ul\IKN0\1N 

TO: ccotayo@elherald.com ccotayo®elherald.cont LJNKNCWN 

READ : Ul'-IKNO'dN 

TO: edwin.chen@latimes.com edwin.chen@latimes.com@ inet u'"NKNOWN ] 
READ: U""NKNOW"N 

TO: mburton@ohiou.edu ( mburton@ohiou.edu@ inet [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ : u'"NKNO\<m 

TO: Kgravois@newshour.org ( Kgravois®newshour.org@ inet [UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ: UNKNOwN 

TO: whitehouse®upi.com ( whitehouse@upi.com@ inet [ UNKNOI<m ] ) 
READ :UNKNOWN 

TO: Bhillman@dallasnews.com ( Bhillman®dallasnews.com @ inet 
REP..D : Ul'JKNOW"'N 

TO: fsweets@ap.org@inet fsweets@ap. org<~>inet ( UNKNOW'N ) ) 
REFJ): UN"KNOW"N 

TO: ray®heraldnet.com raye:i>heraldnet. com @ inet [ WHO 
READ: UNKN0\'11\J 

TO: daybook@ap.org@inet ( daybook®ap.org®inet UNKNOWN ] ) 
RE.lill : u'"NKNO WN 
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REt'-ll\.RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELI\TERY BY VICE PRESIDENT J\L GORE 

U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL .SESSION ON ?.IDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/ll.IDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain.n 

~lr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South ?.frica, as he declared 
South Africa's ?artnershiy Against AIDS more than a year ago. The Ea:r:c 
words should be spoken out :10t only in SeLl Lh ;\f :· ~ ca, n.:)t o:-: l ;.r -: n /d.. 1· 

but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale ot t..hc c;--isi.s rnay t:w 
greater, the infrastructure weaker. and the people pocrer, but tt1c chJ-eat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhe:-c on ce:.rc!"':. No b:J:-de~~ 

can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened marketS 1 privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country ha~ not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. :r am pleased :..hat 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report teJ1~ us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seck to share cur 
progress with them. 

As vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against J\IDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prev.:~ntion. And prevent ion depends on breaking dov.n the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 



historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, v-:e 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations t.o 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fevJer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers ~vj t.t: /ilDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for oppc:rtunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. A:id the United States has contributed more than a billi::::n; 
dollars to wage J. t worldwid(: more than half of that: fo~ sub Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largesL-ever increa~c 
international AIDS programs 5100 million to fighL AlDS in A[~ica, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AlDS; 

--Ar1d to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat ol AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the united 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of A:ZDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public 3nd private effo~ts. 1~ 

partnership with partner nations, we will attack the ~y~le -f infn~·· 

one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point Lhc moment C· f 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 



account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against .i\IDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its Epread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the ColQgne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

ltJe will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Uurban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not. jus!: how much v.;e spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. r-1any have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

''remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying 30ainst fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged (crw~rd 

knowing that life .i.s a promise, and LlJat Lt:dt f:run,.i::;e: ~::; u:-:. .. 

That promise is us. we here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REMA.RKS P..S PREPARED FOR DELIV'BRY BY VICE PRESIDENT .l'..L GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON .'\IDS IN t~FRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security CounciJ, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

nHIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain.~~ 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo ~illeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on e.?.rth. No bo:-der 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the Jines that div~de us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to acL agair1st AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge .i_~ greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled. creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV pos:itive ··~more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -~ because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease ~ 

prevention. And prevention depends or; breaking dO\•iT': the bar~-- i t::1·s 3.qa 1 nst 
discussing the extent and risks of 1\.IDS. Thst i::: or:r:-; pul~post: ,:Jf Lh~~ 

historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight ~J 1 :tu wor~d. we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's securiLy agc:r.da. v~e 

must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. \<Je must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicinei it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with ?.IDS in Africa have access to even basic care. 1.1e know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering. and allow mothers with AIDS to Jive lange~ 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS 1 

malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in t~e .5. co1~:Lment to 
international AIDS programs -- 5100 million to fight AiDS ir1 Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce P..merica' s decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

- -AI1d to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 
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I would also like to announce here this mornir:.g that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 mi.llion for the United 
states' contribution to the vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

=~ addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- (or 
the first time ever -- offer specific fund~ng for the u.s. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country/ our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, 3 landmark commitment 
faster and deeper debt relief ~o~ the he3vily-1ndebtcd poor :o~. 

~...'c ~...·ill continue to engage our C-7 partner~ bring g"··eat.er :--esoul(:co:: 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and hov-,1 effectively we target it, not just. how much we spend, 
v;ill determine how many lives we save . 

.i\IDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to cc.;nf:;-or::.~ t:he wor.-_Ld 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed t.:.Lem 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that p~on11se ~~ ~~. 

That promise is us. we here in this room representi~g the biJJior1s of 
people of the world - we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
we must become the promise of life itself. we have the knov;ledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

~.o.Je must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
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moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

11 HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising ~:;ave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease v;eakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 

mailto:lonigroc@state.gov
mailto:lonigroc@state.gov
http:11:37:56.00


military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The united states is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Sahar3n Africa. 
have taken along top health o[ficials. AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have sper:.t long hours with African leaders 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of P.lDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

l'le know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic security Council meeting. Today, in sight. of aJl the \·Jorld, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the toe of ::._ne vJo~ld's sec;;r::...-'" :-tg,;;::-:d-:1. ~oJc 

must. talk about AIDS not in whispers, in pri\lat.=.c liE?Ct:ings, :-: ·.-::-,T:cs ,~:·i 

secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we arc fac.ing it ~igh~ 

here, in one of the great forums of the earth openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AlDS, we \Vill never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
vve are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need t.o do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Cl.i.nton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged r~merica to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next monLh will 
include an additional increase of 5100 million tor a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fighL against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--ftnd to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 



I would also like to announce here this morning that he budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 mil} on for the United 
States 1 contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Globa Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly - will help fend 
the research, purchase. and dist~ibution cf lifesaving vaccir1es i 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever ·-- offer specific funding [or the u.s. military to 
'·"''ork with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Insid.e our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to p~event the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen :s ready to share ~ur 
experience with our military counterparts i~ Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We v.'ill continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater n.?.source.~ to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealt..hie1, he21.l!.l'Ji(~ n-:i~_i.:;r:s 

to ntatch P..merica 1 s increasing 
.u.ros. 

But more money is not enough. We must also ma,l{~e sur-2 that mor-2 money ha.s 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save . 

.~IDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop v.:ars. Now, we must. wage a;-1 w:i.n a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- tl"1e war against AlDS. ~or all, 
here and around the vvorld, willing to enl.ist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, rViongane ~'lially 

Serote: 

nremember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... • 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- v;e must become the promise of hope -:lnd of chans?T:. 
We must become the promise of life itselt. we have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must ack~owledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

~·Je must make the promise and keep the promise co prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 



moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be ~..;asted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the united States or the united Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers or 
momentous progress. over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than ha1 f the nat ions of .li...frica now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly Lou:r times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces oE order ~nd peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by· the ~-ell i\.IDS takes 1n Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
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leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours v,1ith Africar-1 leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the \VOrld, .,...,e 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world~ s scc~.__;r i_::.y a9cnda. lt-Je 
must talk about .1\IDS not in whispers, in private meet "i ngs, i.n Lo.:,e,s c;::­

secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- open]y and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma_ of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent .J\IDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America 1 S decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of SlOO million for a total of 5325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight. against 1\IDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmissioni 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States• contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Asserrtbly -- will help fund 
the research/ purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing naLions. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partne:::·ship in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 



workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever - offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent t~e spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense co~1en is re3dy to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

~'lie are also committed to helping poor countries g3.ir: access t.o affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. Vie will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

Vie will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's v;ealthier, healthier nations 
to match America 1 s increasing commitment to a wo~ LJwide c rus:Jdo:=: sqa i :~~t_ 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sur·::; Lhat mc..::.~e money hz;:::: 
more impact. Next July, the global community will galher in Durb~n, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. Vie will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nat ions was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an ~,o;in a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war againsL AIDS. ~or all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an Jl.frican poet, Mongane Wally 
serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. Vie here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
Vie must become the promise of life itself. Vie have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. we must acknowJ.edge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. A.r:Ld the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 

### 
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Mr. Secretary Genera], Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations ~f Afrlc6: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else~s problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the united States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to 3Ct 3gai~s~ AIDS ori 

global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greate~t. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

l'..S we enter the new millennium, Atrica has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens. but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of .~IDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, ir:. sigh~ of a11 r:h2 ·,.;or1d, we 

secrecy and shame. itJe must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
\oJi th their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infect ions 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is ::.o prevent AIDS by· vacci::ation, ar:d 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to de more 
to harness the talent and power of. the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever lncrea~e in t!le u.s. i '--~nc:. ~ 
international AIDS programs $1 

India, and other areas. 

Today·, I anno'.lnce l\mer i ca' S decision to StEp Uf: t~lC bat: L]-?. T:-:•:=: budg•2t t..he 
Clinton~Gore Administration will send to our Congress next.. :;:ont.h w_ill 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of .ll..IDS. 



I would also like to announce here this morning that he budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 mill on for the United 
States• contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Globa Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution-- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General l1.ssembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat l•.. IDS. Inside our 
O\·;n country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

~..;e ~...·ill continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resDurces lC 

to match America's increasing commitm2nt 
AI0S. 

But more money is not enough. \-Je must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
Yillit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever.- to confront the wcrld 
community. fvlany have called the battle agains~: it a sacrc:d crus.J.de. 

The United Nations was created to stop \.;ar~. Now, wt.: must '-'l39e .::ll1 win 2:. 

great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us. 

That promise is us. itle here in th_i s 
people of the v.:orld we must become tt1e p~om~sc (Jf h~pc ~~j 

We must become the promise of life itse.l[. we have Lh~ kr1uwledae. Lhc 
compassion, and the means to make a di f_ terence. VJe ii:Uf:::t ock;;.uv.:l'?,jgc 

moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility t.o succeed. 

Y.Ie must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
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moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered 
united effort of our united nations 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Vice President 

For Immediate 
Release Contact: 
P.ionday, January 10, 
2000 (202) 456-7035 

REMP_RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United St~tes or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, Preside:Jt:. Thabc Mbeki of Sout.fl Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more thar1 a yea~ ago. The same 
\•.rords should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. Fv1ore than half. the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders ~- nearly four times the number ten year.s ago -- and economic 
growt~ in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating pro~pects lo~ a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

'fhe United States 1s profoundly moved by ttJe to1J A1DS t~kes Af!· 
At the same time, know that o~r own courit~y ~as ~ot acl·!ievcri ·JS 

we should or must in our own battle against .ll..IDS _ I am p.ieased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the vlorld's highest infection rates. 
Today ··- because the whole nation has rnobi lized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- uganda is now recording dramat_ic d:::·ops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 



We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are livi:1g, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home··care 
v.-orkers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. fuid the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it <..•;orldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

-·-To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDSi 

--P~d to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of u.s. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace ar: effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and privat~ efforts, 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infecljor! at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 



we are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the PresidenL 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We \vilJ cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that u.s. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

we will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America 1 s increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. T~ere are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. 1..-.Je must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to lake maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. VJe will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and hO\v effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is cne of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
.lr. common cause, to defeat a commcn foe, and secure the health and hopes 

so many of o~r fellow hum~n beings. 

May· God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REiviJ-;RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 

U.N. SECURITY COU~CIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa. not in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale ot ~he ma-y· be 
greater, the infras~ructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is rca.l for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

spread of AIDS which now grips 20 mil I= 

one quarter of them child~en. Eac:h day i~ At~ics, 

more men, wor:1en, and children become HIV positive more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our ow1l country has not achiev·2d as much 3.S 

we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report telJs us LhaL we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead La infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while vie seck to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
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leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infecticm ratc-:s. 
Today-- because the ~.vhole nation has mobi"l1.zed to end s~igma, urge 
prevention. and change behavior -- uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

VJe also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those wha need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS i~ Africa have access to even basic care. we know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. p,_.r1d the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more tha~ half of that for sub-Saharan 

But we ~ust do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

··To support horne and community based care for people with AIDS; 

Tc provide caz·e for children orphDned by ~IDS; 

--.A...rld to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat ::-t AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the united 
States• contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 



workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take pubiic health crises int..o 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We v.::i.ll e.::oopet~ate ·,..;l~_::_h our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and hov; effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us. 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our u~ited nations L~; cr1d it 
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RE11ARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 

U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

ivlr. Secretary General, Members of the Security· Counc:il, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored DeLegates 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It :is my prob:ien:. 1L is your 
problem. By allot..,·ing it t:.o spread, we face the da.ng<::::-t· that ::n.~~- ·;/.::-)uL~: w5__:_ 1 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The ecc;v:·m~,, will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa 1 S Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
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can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatcr.s not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

P..s Vice President, I have journe:..red four times to sub-Saharan 2'\:Erica. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. ~·1e have spent long hours wit-h F.frican leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties wit~ the fatefu1 
crisis of l\.IDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 

care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 

ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 

Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 

Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 

prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 

in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 

now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 


We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 

prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 

discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 

historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 

are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of t:hc world 1 s security agenda. VJe 


must talk about AIDS net in whispers, in pri"'v·ate meetings, in tones of 

secrecy and shame. We must tace the threat as we are facing it right 

~ere, in one of the great forums of t~e ea~t~ openly and boldly, wlth 

urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 

end the disease of AIDS. 


We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 

growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 

with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 

medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 

workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 

deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 

living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 

prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 

with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 

like tuberculosis and malaria. 


Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccinat~ion, and 

we are committed to the maximum possib1P resear~~. BuL we need La de 11s:~ 


to harness th~ tale~t and po~er of the p~~vdi.c sec:~o: 


his speech to the General i\ssembly, Fre~oidcn~ Cli::t.on .so.1d lt '>·:a:::; w::-~-r...., 


that o~ly two percent of all biomedical researc:t is jire~:ed ~~ :~c ~3. 


killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a ~ew 


effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 

malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 

poorest nations. 


This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
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right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of 5325 million 
to fund our ·,.;orldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
Statesf contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase. and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We arc also committed tc helping poor countries gain access to affordabJc 
medicines, i~cluding these for HTV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
annOl_;_.:lCed a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But mor-e mone:..- is not enough. We must also make sure that more money ~as 
more impact. Next July, the global community -,..;ill gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are ma:1y 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now. they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assaui t.. We nrust 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an P..frican poet, !-.'longane Wally 
Serote: 



"remember 
the passion of our heart 
the blinding ache and pa n 
when we heard the hyster cal sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to pre·,.rail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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TO: Katharine 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Button ( CN=Katharine Button/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Alejandro G. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Cabrera ( CN=Alejandro G. Cabrera/O=OVP©OVP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

TO: Joshua S. 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Gottheimer ( CN=Joshua S. Gottheimer/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Melissa J. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Prober ( CN=Melissa J. Prober/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Sarah E. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Gegenheimer ( CN=Sarah E. Gegenheimer/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Rochester M. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Johnson ( CN=Rochester M. Johnson/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: June Shih 
READ:UNKNOWN 

( CN=June Shih/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Jason H. 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Schechter ( CN=Jason H. Schechter/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Alison Muscatine 
READ:UNKNOWN 

( CN=Alison Muscatine/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

TO: Laura D. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Schwartz ( CN=Laura D. Schwartz/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Gene B. Sperling 
READ: UNKNOWN 

( CN=Gene B. Sperling/OU=OPD/O=EOP©EOP [ OPD ] ) 

TO: Melissa M. 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Murray ( CN=Melissa M. Murray/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Eli G. Attie 
READ:UNKNOWN 

( CN=Eli G. Attie/O=OVP@OVP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

TO: Jennifer 
REJ'<.D: UNKNOWN 

Ferguson ( CN=Jennifer Ferguson/OU=OMB/O=EOP@EOP [ OMB ] ) 

TO: Lowell A. Weiss 
READ:UNKNOWN 

( CN=Lowell A. Weiss/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Julia M. 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Payne ( CN=Julia M. Payne/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 

TO: Richard L. Siewert ( CN=Richard L. Siewert/OU=WHO/O=EOP©EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: gamble-bennett@dol.gov ( gamble-bennett@dol.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

mailto:gamble-bennett@dol.gov
mailto:gamble-bennett@dol.gov


READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Robin M. Roland ( CN=Robin M. Roland/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Melissa G. Green ( CN=Melissa G. Green/OU=OPD/O=EOP@EOP [ OPD ] 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Jennifer M. Palmieri ( CN=Jennifer M. Palmieri/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Douglas B. Sosnik ( CN=Douglas B. Sosnik/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [ WHO ] 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
CNN Inside Politics 
Aired January 10, 2000 - 5:00 p.m. ET 

McCain Strengthens Talk on Taxes; Early Primaries Likely 
to Shape Voter Expectations; Moderators Usurp Spotlights 
at Presidential Debates 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

GOV. GEORGE W. BUSH (R-TX}, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: 
Perhaps we need to, say, quote Regis to Senator McCain 

and say, Mr. 
Senator, is this your final tax plan? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

FRANK SESNO, CNN ANCHOR: The McCain tax plan is in play 
as the 

Republican version of "who wants to be president?" moves 
to Michigan. 

Also ahead ... 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: One, two, three, four, we love Al 
Gore! 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: Candidates in the corn-- we'll have an update on 
the Democratic 

race in Iowa and the expectations game there. 

Plus ... 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

HOWARD KURTZ, CNN MEDIA ANALYST (voice-over): In the 
flurry 

of debates ln recent weeks, the personality of the 
moderator has often 

shaped the tone of the encounter. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 



SESNO: Media reporter Howard Kurtz wonders who are the 
real stars of 

the presidential debates. 

ANNOUNCER: From Washington, this is INSIDE POLITICS, 
with Judy 

Woodruff and Bernard Shaw. 

SESNO: Thanks very much for joining us. I'm Frank Sesno, 
sitting in today 

for Bernie and Judy. 

We begin with the presidential battleground of Michigan 
and what 

Republicans hope to gain during their debate there 
tonight. State GOP 

leaders are billing the February 22 primary as the one 
that "clinches the 

nomination or blows the race wide open." At the very 
least, Michigan is a 

state where George W. Bush may be feeling less secure 
about his lead. 

That is because, as CNN's Bruce Morton reports, John 
McCain has been 

coming on somewhat stronger in the polls and on the 
subject of taxes. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN (R-AZ), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: On the 
issue of tax cuts, lower and middle-income Americans 

deserve tax returns 
breaks. They deserve to get a lot more money back. 

BRUCE MORTON, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): John 
McCain, at a town meeting in Holland, Michigan, talked 

taxes, a subject he 
and George W. Bush disagree about, a subject on which 

McCain plans a 
major speech this week. The Arizona senator trails here 

partly because 
popular three-term Governor John Engler has endorsed 

Bush. State chair 
Betsy DeVos says Engler's endorsement matters. 

BETSY DE VOS, MICHIGAN GOP CHAIRWOMAN: He has clearly 
been a very strong leader and will leave his mark in 

many, many ways 
beyond his term as governor. So his support for a 

candidate or for an issue 
is particularly influential. 

MORTON: Still, McCain has gained some ground on Bush. 

ED GOLDER, POLITICAL REPORTER, "GRAND RAPIDS PRESS": 
He has been way ahead in the polls, but there is an 

insurgent McCain 
coming up on him quickly, and I think that's one of the 



reasons that 
Governor Bush decided to attend this debate after weeks 

of saying that he 
wouldn't. 

MORTON: Both McCain and Bush are running TV ads here. 

DE VOS: I probably have seen four of the Bush ads to one 
of the McCain 

ads so far. 

MORTON: Down the road in Wyoming, Michigan, Steve Forbes 
got a 

warm reception from an audience of home-schooled 
children and their 

parents. 

STEVE FORBES (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Life, I 
believe, 

begins at conception and should end only at natural 
death. 

(APPLAUSE) 

GOLDER: There is a Forbes campaign, and it's -- it 
hasn't done an awful lot 

of good. I mean, he's got an organization in Michigan, 
but he hasn't done 

very well. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

MORTON: Is Michigan a battleground? Well, that depends 
on what 

happens in the earlier states. Texas Governor Bush 
arrived here not very 

long ago and a reporter asked him, "Is this a fire wall 
for you if you do badly 

in the early states in New Hampshire and South 
Carolina?" Bush said, "I 

don't accept that premise. I'm going to do well in those 
states." In fact, were 

Bush to win decisive victories in New Hampshire, South 
Carolina, it would 

probably be all over by the time it gets here. If John 
McCain wins, or holds 

them close, then Michigan becomes a very important 
battleground Frank. 

SESNO: Bruce Morton in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

In the Democratic race, Bill Bradley continued to 
campaign in Iowa today, 

following his debate there with Al Gore over the 
weekend. 

CNN's Jonathan Karl has the latest on Bradley's bid to 
gain more ground in 

Iowa exactly two weeks before the caucuses there. 



(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

JONATHAN KARL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over) : For Bill 
Bradley, the full-court press is on. It's not quite a 

sprint, but he is working his 
way through cities and towns throughout Iowa. 

BILL BRADLEY (D), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: I'm running 
against somebody called Al Gore. You ever hear of Al 

Gore? 

KARL: Monday's theme is education. Bradley stopped by 
schools in the 

towns of Atlantic, Exira and Carroll. 

BRADLEY: And for me the most important thing to put a 
great, qualified 

teacher in every classroom in this country. And so what 
I am suggesting is 

that we put 600,000 great new teachers in classrooms 
across this country. 

KARL: On education, Bradley sounds a lot like his rival 
Al Gore. Both 

emphasize early childhood development and after-school 
programs and the 

need for more teachers. Both want to dip into the 
surplus to spend about 

$100 billion on new initiatives. 

Agriculture, though, is emerging as the battleground 
issue in Iowa, as 

Bradley is relentlessly hammered by Al Gore on his 
voting record on farm 

issues in the Senate. Over the weekend, Bradley started 
firing back. 

BRADLEY: There is no credibility for Al Gore to come to 
Iowa and say, I'll 

help family farmers. Because the last seven years, 
there's been zero help for 

family farmers from this administration. 

KARL: Bradley thinks Gore is especially vulnerable on 
agriculture. The 

campaign is citing government statistics to show how 
Iowa farmers have 

suffered under the Clinton-Gore administration, as 
commodity prices and 

farm income have plummeted. Bradley blames Gore for the 
collapse of the 

farm economy, even as he says the vice president 
deserves no credit for the 

economic boom elsewhere. 

(on camera): But if he doesn't deserve credit for the 
economy, why does he 

deserve blame for what has happened to the family 
farmers? BRADLEY: 

Because you tell me one suggestion he made since 1992 or 



since 1996 to 
provide a safety net for family farmers, just one 

suggestion and you know, 
you won't find any. 

KARL (voice-over): Speaking in Des Moines, Iowa, Senator 
and Gore 

supporter Tom Harkin shot back. 

SEN. TOM HARKIN (D), IOWA: When it comes to things that 
matter 

economically to farmers and the rural people of Iowa, Al 
Gore has always 

been there with us, and quite frankly Senator Bradley 
has a pattern of voting 

against those interests. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

KARL: The same polls that show Al Gore with a commanding 
double- digit 

lead here in Iowa show that more than half of likely 
Democratic 

caucus-goers say they could change their minds, and 
that's a potential 

opening for Bill Bradley -- Frank. 

SESNO: Jonathan, we heard Bill Bradley there being very 
critical of the 

Bush -- sorry of the Clinton administration on the 
subject of agricultural 

support. What exactly does Bradley himself offer by way 
of a program? 

KARL: Well, Bradley talks about a fundamental shift in 
agriculture policy. 

Taking money, federal aid away from big corporate farms 
and moving it 

toward smaller family farms. His proposals, though, are 
a little bit short on 

specifics over exactly how he would accomplish that 
Frank. 

SESNO: Or the price tag? 

KARL: Or the price tag. 

SESNO: All right. John Karl, more details to follow, 
thanks very much. 

In New Hampshire, the Democratic contest is much closer. 
A new "Boston 

Globe" survey of likely Democratic primary voters shows 
Bradley and Gore 

still neck and neck. An American Research Group survey 
shows Bradley 

with a slight lead. On the Republican side, "The Boston 
Globe" survey 

shows Bush three points behind McCain. But McCain has 
lost some ground 



since last month. The American Research Group poll also 
suggests 

McCain's surge in New Hampshire has stalled. 

Polls from the states that hold early primary season 
contests are helping to 

shape expectations in campaign 2000. So are pundits, 
such as our Bill 

Schneider. 

Bill, shame on you. 

(LAUGHTER) 

WILLIAM SCHNEIDER, CNN SENIOR POLITICAL ANALYST: 
Well, Frank, we're going to talk about "great 

expectations," even though this 
is not "Masterpiece Theater." Every race includes a 

phantom contender 
called expected. 

It's not enough for a candidate to win. The candidate 
has to do better than 

expected. If the candidate wins, but does worse than 
expected, it's a 

setback. Now, who defines what's expected? The polls, 
the pundits and the 

talking heads. The campaigns try to influence 
expectations by low-balling 

them. That way, anything they get is better than 
expected. 

Now, with the early contests just a few weeks away, it's 
now time to play 

the expectations game. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

SCHNEIDER (voice-over): First, the Democrats. What's 
expected in Iowa 

on January 24? A solid win for Gore. What if Bradley 
comes in a close 

second? Then Bradley has done better than expected and 
gets a boost going 

into New Hampshire. How close is close? A five- point 
victory for Gore is 

close. A 20 point victory is not. In between can be spun 
either way. And in 

New Hampshire, February 1? Listen to the Democrats try 
to spin 

expectation. 

AL GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: In New 
Hampshire, the polls say that you are ahead. I'm asking 

people to give me a 
come from behind upset victory here. 

BRADLEY: Your underdog pitch brings tears to my eyes. 

(LAUGHTER) 



GORE: Well, I hope that my upset victory brings tears to 
your eyes on 

February 1. 

New 

he's beaten the 

SCHNEIDER: What's actually expected for the Democrats in 

Hampshire? Bradley wins, then he becomes a contender, 

vice president at least in one state. The race goes on. 
What if Gore wins? 

The race is over. The empire has struck back. If Bradley 
can't win New 

Hampshire, where he's campaigned the hardest and where 
conditions are 

most favorable, he's out. 

Now the Republicans. What's expected in Iowa? A solid 
win for Bush with 

Steve Forbes second and John McCain, who's not 
campaigning in Iowa, 

way back. What if Bush wins narrowly in Iowa, say, 10 
points or less? 

That's a setback for the front-runner, trouble going 
into New Hampshire. If 

Forbes is a close second to Bush, he gets a big boost 
out of Iowa and 

suddenly becomes a serious contender. What if McCain 
beats the odds and 

comes in second or third in Iowa with no campaign? Then 
he gets the big 

mow. 

What's expected in New Hampshire? McCain wins, same deal 
as for 

Bradley. McCain becomes a contender and the race goes 
on. 

What if Bush wins New Hampshire? McCain is out. But Bush 
may not be 

home-free, because the Republicans have other 
contenders. If Forbes or 

Bauer runs a decent second to Bush in New Hampshire, 
then Bush may still 

have to fend off a serious challenge from the right. The 
race goes on. (END 

VIDEOTAPE) 

SCHNEIDER: Outsiders like Bradley and McCain are 
expected to do well 

in New Hampshire. You know, this is the state that gave 
us Eugene 

McCarthy. Jimmy Carter, Gary Hart, Pat Buchanan. New 
Hampshire is the 

political equivalent of Roswell, New Mexico. Aliens land 
there. The question 

is can they survive anywhere else. California is the 
next big test for both 

parties on March 7th, and Californians have always been 
attracted to aliens. 



But first, McCain will have to survive some tough tests 
in South Carolina, 

where he's depending on the veterans' vote, and in 
Arizona, where his own 

constituents could finish him off. 

SESNO: All of a sudden the expectations are going to 
have to the track with 

you next time. We'll see how you do. 

Hey, what are the expectations for Gary Bauer and Steve 
Forbes, to take 

two particulars? 

SCHNEIDER: Well, Frank, Forbes is expected to do better 
right now than 

Bauer because he has more money. Remember what happened 
when Pat 

Buchanan beat Phil Gramm in Iowa in 1996? Gramm was out 
and Buchanan 

became the champion of social conservatives. Same thing 
would happen this 

time if Gary Bauer beats Forbes in Iowa. Then Forbes is 
finished and Bauer 

becomes the champion of social conservatives. And so 
what? The right is 

not expected to be a major force in this campaign. 
Ah-hah. That means 

expectation for Bauer and Forbes are very low in New 
Hampshire. If either 

one of them does better than expected, the right 
suddenly becomes a force. 

SESNO: Makes perfect sense. Bill Schneider, thanks very 
much -­

appreciate it. 

Well, we're going to talk some more about expectations 
and the early 

contests in Iowa and New Hampshire. 

For that we bring in David Nyhan of "The Boston Globe" 
and David Yepsen 

of "The Des Moines Register." 

Gentlemen, welcome to you both. 

DAVID YEPSEN, "THE DES MOINES REGISTER": Hi, Frank. 

SESNO: Great to see you. 

David Nyhan, let's start with you. 

Expectations from ground zero where you are? First the 
Republicans? 

DAVID NYHAN, "THE BOSTON GLOBE": McCain has to win New 
Hampshire to stay alive with any chance for the 

nomination. He has been 



ahead of Bush marginally up here until recently. Both 
Bradley and McCain 

were ahead here, but the institutional organizations of 
Senator Judd Gregg 

on behalf of Bush and on Governor Jeanne Shaheen on 
behalf of Gore I 

think make it a little tougher for the two challengers. 

SESNO: Well, let's talk Republicans for just a minute. 
Do you feel things 

changing there? Do you see them changing? We mentioned 
some of those 

polls. 

NYHAN: Yes, Bush had his best week in New Hampshire last 
week. He 

had a strong performance in the Manchester Republican 
debate. Things are 

coming together for him. And John McCain has been set 
back a little, been 

on the defensive because of the furor over the letters 
that he wrote as the 

Senate Commerce Committee chairman on behalf of 
contributors. 

SESNO: So that's actually had some impact where you are? 

NYHAN: I think so. And I think you just get the feeling 
that the Bush 

momentum, which is so overwhelming elsewhere, is 
starting to kick in New 

Hampshire as well. 

SESNO: David Yepsen, different calculus where you are 
because of 

McCain's lack of meaningful organization and competition 
where you are. 

But do you see any dynamic shifting here? 

YEPSEN: Well, we're only a couple of weeks away -- it's 
always easy to 

say it's too early -- but Governor Bush is way ahead 
here. He's got a lot of 

the institutional pieces of the Republican Party out 
here who are with him, 

and the polls show he's way ahead. But his people are 
worried about 

complacency, they're worried about getting people out on 
caucus night to go 

vote. When you're way ahead in the polls, then your 
people start to sit on 

their hands. So I could tell you that the Bush campaign 
is worried about 

getting some of the grassroots work done. 

The second thing, the dynamic that's at work here is in 
the Forbes campaign. 

Iowa is really do or die for Steve Forbes. He's got 
nothing going in the polls 

in New Hampshire. He's in second place here in Iowa. He 



hasn't been here 
much. He's planning to come back later this week to do a 

big bus tour to try 
to gin something up here in the end. So we're keeping an 

eye on Steve 
Forbes to see whether he can rekindle some of the sparks 

that he had earlier 
in the campaign. 

SESNO: David Nyhan, what about Steve Forbes in New 
Hampshire? 

NYHAN: If he does well, if he does a reasonably strong 
second in Iowa, 

that will help him in New Hampshire and it will hurt 
John McCain, I think. 

Forbes has not been a factor, even though he's been 
running ads lately in 

New Hampshire criticizing Bush on the tax front. 
Interestingly, the Bush 

people tried a preemptive strike, and for three weeks 
they've been running 

an ad daily in New Hampshire in which Bush promises tax 
cuts. So they 

think they've inoculated themselves. The Bush people 
think they've 

inoculated themselves against this. But if Forbes does 
well out in "Yepsen 

country," which is what we call it here, in Iowa, then 
that will help Forbes in 

New Hampshire. 

SESNO: Well let's go back out to Yepsen country for a 
minute -- you're on 

the railroads, too, I guess, David. That's not bad. 

YEPSEN: Right, right. 

SESNO: The agricultural issues seem to be some of the 
issues around which 

the Democratic campaigns are crystallizing their debate. 
What's the impact 

there? 

YEPSEN: Well, I think it has some impact. The Bradley 
campaign is trying 

to capitalize on the world of hurt that exists in rural 
America. The rest of the 

country's in an economic boom, Frank, but they're not in 
rural America, and 

so Senator Bradley is out here in small Iowa towns today 
campaigning hard. 

His people are trying to develop something of a rural 
strategy to pick up 

some votes against Al Gore, arguing that it's the 
Clinton-Gore administration 

who's been there for seven years. And, as Senator 
Bradley asked in the 

debate, are you better off today than you were seven 
years ago? I tell you, 



it's got the Gore people a little bit worried. 

SESNO: But the Gore people are also striking back. And 
the Gore people 

are saying that what's Bill Bradley going to do for 
agriculture? Any traction 

to that? 

YEPSEN: That's right, and there may be some. I mean, 
Senator Bradley 

comes from an urban state. He doesn't have the greatest 
voting record on ag 

issues. Frankly, Frank, maybe too much is being made out 
of this ag 

business out here. If you look at who these caucus-goers 
are -- I know 

Iowa is a farm state -- but the most Democratic 
caucus-goers are not in 

agriculture or have jobs tied to agriculture. They're 
doing other things. And 

so while we're having this little spat right now over 
here over agriculture, I 

think a lot of other dynamics and factors are going to 
be at work in the 

outcome on caucus night. 

SESNO: OK, from Yepsen country back to Nyhan country for 
a minute, 

what is developing on the right there in New Hampshire? 
We heard David 

talking a moment ago about Gary Bauer and Steve Forbes 
and the 

conservative right. What about in New Hampshire? 

NYHAN: Well, the absence of Pat Buchanan as a factor 
remember, 

Frank, Buchanan won here four years ago -- and the 
decline of the 

:Manchester Union Leader" as the right-wing trend setter 
or standard bearer 

in the journalism scene means that the conservatives 
have less going for them 

in New Hampshire than in any previous primary I can 
recall. Their issues -­

guns, crimes -- are not big issues here. And the fact 
that we have a 

moderate Democratic governor in Jeanne Shaheen and a 
relatively moderate 

congressional delegation -- if you take out Senator Bob 
Smith, who was 

himself briefly a candidate and then went off the 
right-wing edge somewhere 

-- means that this is -- it's going to be a moderate 
year in the Republican 

primary. And that helps Bush tremendously. 

SESNO: David Nyhan, David Yepsen, both of you from your 
respective 

countries, we thank you very much for your time today. 
Appreciate it, great 



to see you both as always. 

YEPSEN: Thanks, Frank. 

SESNO: Thank you. And later on INSIDE POLITICS, Al Gore 
at the 

United Nations. Was his announcement there a campaign 
pitch, too? 

And up next: 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

JOHN KING, CNN WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): 
Between prayers and hymns, many pastors work in a little 

plug for politics. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: John King on the influence of Christian 
conservatives in the Iowa 

caucuses. 

This is INSIDE POLITICS. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

SESNO: In Iowa, especially in the weeks before the 
presidential caucuses, it 

can sometimes be difficult to tell the difference 
between a Sunday church 

service and a campaign event. 

CNN's John King looks at the role of Christian 
conservatives in the Iowa 

contest and the GOP candidates who are trying to win 
them over. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

KING (voice-over) : The special guest is presidential 
hopeful Gary Bauer, 

here not for an endorsement, but a blessing. 

REV. NOEL WILCOX, MOLINE GOSPEL TEMPLE: But our prayer as 
a church today is that he, wherever he goes, will 

continue to hold up Your 
name as the solution to our nation. 

KING: Church-going Christian conservatives are a major 
force in the Iowa 

caucuses, their support critical to Bauer's underdog 
campaign. 

G.~Y BAUER (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: We're living at a 
time when we can't pray in the schools, 1 1/2 million of 

our children are 
thrown away every year, and we're on the verge of 

redefining marriage to be 
between two men or two women. 



Ladies and gentlemen, this country desperately needs 
you. 

KING: In exit polls four years ago, nearly 40 percent of 
Republican 

caucus-goers described themselves as Christian 
conservatives. So with this 

year's caucuses now just two weeks away, competition for 
their support is 

fierce. 

REV. DAVID MILLER: We pray that You would honor him as 
he has 

honored You. We pray that Your blessing will be on him 
throughout this 

campaign. KING: Some rivals criticize Texas Governor 
George W. Bush for 

refusing to make opposition to abortion a litmus test 
for Supreme Court 

nominees, but Bush has deep support among Iowa's social 
conservative 

activists. 

HUGH WINEBRENNER, DUKE UNIVERSITY: As they mature, they 
become more pluralistic, they become more interested in 

winning than simply 
making a statement. And that's what is happening with 

the Christian right in 
Iowa. 

KING: Steve Forbes hopes a weekend Christian Coalition 
straw poll 

victory in Georgia translates into more support here in 
Iowa. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I'm really, really pleased. We have 
-- I mean, we 

have dozens of pastors who have come on board now. 

KING: Church-based networks are critical to candidates 
short on cash. 

LARRY BOECKMANN, KEYES PRECINCT LEADER: The Christian 
Coalition and the Promise Keepers, the different church 

groups -- the 
different people who have the same values as the 

candidate that you are 
backing. Otherwise it's not going to work. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Labels and stuffing and typing. 

More envelopes? 

KING: Inviting pastors to lunch is part of the Bauer 
campaign's effort, and 

the presidential race is increasingly the subject of 
Sunday conversation. 

REV. RAY CORLEW, WESTSIDE ASSEMBLY OF GOD: I don't ever 



try to tell them who to vote for. But I tell them to be 
very careful at looking 

at all the platforms and then voting their consciences. 

KING: Bauer shrugs off those who say Republicans are 
wrong to mix 

politics and religion. 

BAUER: I mean, I don't recall anybody criticizing Martin 
Luther King when 

he built an entire civil rights movement around the 
African- American 

churches in our country, and thank God that he did. 

KING: So between prayers and hymns, many pastors work in 
a little plug 

for politics. 

WILCOX: Would you agree that it's important that we not 
be spectators, 

but we be participators and prayers that God will guide 
each one of us 

individually to do what God wants us to do. Would you 
say amen? 

Give the Lord a hand if you believe ... 

KING: John King, CNN, Davenport, Iowa. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) SESNO: Up next on INSIDE POLITICS, John 
McCain prepares to lay out his position on taxes. Will 

it help him make his 
case against George W. Bush? We'll talk taxes with 

McCain campaign 
manager Rick Davis when we come back. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

BUSH: I look forward to having -­ to hear what version 
two is. And 

perhaps we need to say, quote Regis to Senator McCain 
and say, "Mr. 

Senator, is this your final tax plan?" 

(LAUGHTER) 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: George W. Bush told reporters in New Hampshire 
this morning 

that he thought John McCain had already unveiled his tax 
plan, and he 

questioned exactly what McCain plans to unveil tomorrow. 
McCain aides 

say, yes, the senator talked taxes last year in 
conjunction with the 

congressional debate going on at the time. But tomorrow 
he'll lay out his 



official presidential campaign stance on the issue. 

McCain's speech comes as taxes take center stage in the 
Republican race, 

particularly in the leadoff primary state. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

(voice-over): Another record day for the booming U.S. 
economy, and 

beyond Wall Street, prosperity has affected the bottom 
line on the signature 

issue in the New Hampshire GOP primary: taxes. 

Swimming against current Republican orthodoxy, John 
McCain argues we 

should not use the projected windfall primarily to cut 
taxes. Most of it, he 

says, should go toward shoring up Social Security, 
Medicare and buying 

down the national debt. 

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN (R-AZ), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: It's 
fiscally irresponsible to promise a huge tax cut that is 

based on a surplus that 
we may not have. 

SESNO: It's an argument Democrats have used in the past 
against proposed 

Republican tax cuts. Now, McCain is using it against 
George W. Bush, 

whose $483 billion package of cuts is twice as big as 
McCain's. Bush 

responds in a new ad. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, BUSH CAMPAIGN AD) 

BUSH: There may be an increase in the surplus by $800 
billion more than 

anticipated. That makes the idea of having a paltry tax 
cut even more risky. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: The ad never mentions McCain by name, but it's 
clearly an attempt 

to undercut his fiscal responsibility argument. 

With Bush to the right of McCain, Steve Forbes is trying 
to position himself 

to the right of Bush in the first true attack ad of 
2000. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, FORBES CAMPAIGN AD) 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: There's something you need to know 
about 

George W. Bush. In 1994, he signed a pledge with my 
organization that he 

would not support sales tax or business tax increases. 



In 1997, unfortunately 
he broke this pledge. He proposed an increase in the 

business tax and sales 
taxes. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: Governor Bush did support an increase in business 
and sales taxes, 

but it was offset by a $3 billion cut in property taxes. 
Bush says he stands 

firmly for tax cuts. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

So let's talk taxes now and campaign 2000 and John 
McCain with McCain 

campaign manager Rick Davis. He joins us from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

Good to see you. Thanks for joining us. 

RICK DAVIS, MCCAIN CAMPAIGN MANAGER: Thank you, Frank. 

SESNO: Let us start then with the McCain program that 
we're going to hear 

tomorrow. As our briefings lay it out, it will be about 
$240 billion worth of 

tax cuts over five years. Most of it, about 62 percent 
of it, to be precise, 

would go to shoring up Social Security, 10 percent to 
fix Medicare, 5 

percent for debt reduction, and as I said, about 240 
billion for tax cuts. 

What do you say to those critics who say, hey, this 
sounds something like -­

something like that would come right out of the Clinton 
playbook? 

DAVIS: Well, I'd have to say that there's nothing more 
conservative than 

what John McCain is embarking upon to lay out tomorrow. 
The basic 

rockbed of conservative values of saving Social Security 
have always been 

strong. And we start out with a major commitment to do 
that. We're the only 

candidate who's actually going to present a program by 
which we make a 

commitment to preserving Social Security in the future 
and giving people 

who are in the Social Security system a chance to be 
able to set aside 

private accounts. Besides that ... 

SESNO: Mr. Davis -- go ahead. Sorry to ... 

DAVIS: Besides that, Frank, the tax cut at $240 billion 
is a very healthy tax 



I 

cut. 

SESNO: McCain has criticized -- McCain has criticized 
George Bush for 

not doing enough to help low-income Americans through 
his tax-cut plan 

while still cutting too much. Yet, in McCain's plan, as 
understand it, that 15 

percent tax bracket is not going to be reduced that 
is to say low- and 

moderate-income earners are not going to pay less tax 
but the upper end 

of the income bracket, of the income earners -- up to 
$70,000 --will go into 

the 15 percent bracket. So what is John McCain doing for 
low and 

moderate income taxpayers? 

DAVIS: Well, we have a number of important incentives 
for savings for low-

and moderate-income brackets. And I'd have to say too 
that the -- the 

moving up of the 15 percent bracket will take millions 
of current taxpayers 

off the roles for the purposes of the lower income 
threshold. So it's real 

progress. 

SESNO: But true or false -- but true -- true or false: 
that low- and 

moderate-income Americans will not get a tax cut or see 
their rates reduced 

under John McCain's tax plan? 

DAVIS: Oh, absolutely false: 70 percent of our tax cut 
will be below 70 

percent threshold, or $70,000 taxpayers. 

SESNO: Yes, but what about the family earning -- what 
about the family 

earning $40,000. 

DAVIS: Oh, absolutely. In fact, I think you'll find 
tonight that as details start 

coming out about our plan, and certainly in tomorrow's 
speech, I think not 

only do we compete with George Bush at the $40,000 
threshold for his 

families that he's mentioned, but we actually do better 
than he does. 

SESNO: Take a single person, no children, who's earning 
$45,000: Do they 

get a tax cut under John McCain's plan? 

DAVIS: Absolutely. 

SESNO: Where? 

DAVIS: They not only get a tax cut -- because there are 



expanded IRAs. 
They have the personal savings accounts where they can 

put $3,000 a year 
into a personal savings account that allows them to save 

that money much 
like an IRA. All they've got to do is hold it in savings 

for one year and then 
they are able to use that money for anything that they 

need, family 
emergencies, medical emergencies, education, whatever 

they want to do. 
Just with that tax cut alone moves them into an area 

where they create a 
more productive economy by encouraging savings. 

SESNO: How significant a role is the subject of taxes 
playing in New 

Hampshire and Iowa? 

DAVIS: Well, taxes are always important to the 
Republican primary voters, 

and that's why we've made it one of the central elements 
of our four-point 

program. But we have sided on trying to take a more 
responsible and 

conservative approach to it by also taking a surplus 
which is not available 

every year and putting some of the money aside to pay 
down that debt, help 

encourage Medicare to stay afloat, and to take the time 
to actually set 

something aside for Social Security, so that the next 
generation isn't in the 

middle of a real jam. 

SESNO: Before I let you go, I want to touch quickly on 
the question of 

what Senator John McCain has done to help constituents, 
some of them 

donors, a subject that has been bandied about quite 
publicly lately. Just 

exactly how many letters did Senator John McCain send to 
the FCC on 

behalf of non-corporate interests? 

DAVIS: We released over 500 letters the other day, 
Frank, and it was in an 

effort to try and disclose as much as we possibly could. 
We've even asked 

the FCC in a full request to release whatever records 
they might have 

between the two, and the idea there is to show that the 
overwhelming 

majority, the correspondents that exist, 99 percent is 
simply helping 

constituents and those consumers who have had a gripe 
with the FCC. 

SESNO: All right. Rick Davis, we thank you very much for 
your time. John 



McCain's speech on taxes, his policy on taxes laid out 
in more detail 

tomorrow. Appreciate it. Thank you. 

DAVIS: Thank you, 	 Frank. 

SESNO: And there is much more ahead on INSIDE POLITICS. 

Up next ... 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

GORE: Today in sight of all the world we are putting the 
AIDS crisis at the 

top of the world's security agenda. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: An announcement that may help Al Gore win over 
some people 

who protested his campaign early on. 

Plus, the latest and legal political twists in the case 
of the 6- year-old Cuban 

boy ordered back home to his homeland. Even Hillary 
Clinton is weighing in 

on that, as well as a campaign flap over soft money. 
That and more still 

ahead. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

SESNO: We will have more of the day's political news 
coming up, but now 

a look at some of the other top stories we're following 
today. 

Only days after U.S. immigration officials ruled on the 
fate of Elian Gonzalez, 

a Miami judge just moments ago also weighed in on the 
case of the 

6-year-old Cuban boy. To Miami now and CNN's Mark 
Potter, with 

details on the judge's ruling announced late this 
afternoon -- Mark. 

MARK POTTER, CNN CORRESPONDENT: Well, Frank, this is a 
major victory for Elian Gonzalez's family in Miami and 

for the Cuban-
American community here. The ruling gives temporary 

custody of the boy to 
his great uncle in Miami, Lazaro Gonzalez, and orders 

the boy to stay in 
Miami until a hearing on the matter can be held on March 

6. 	 This flies in the 
face of an INS order that he be returned to Cuba Friday 

to be with his 
father. In asking for temporary custody of the boy, the 

families' 	 lawyers 
argue that if Elian went back to Cuba he would be harmed 



physically and 
mentally because of the conditions there. In announcing 

her ruling, Judge 
Rosa Rodriguez agreed that at least at this stage a case 

was made. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

JUDGE ROSA RODRIGUEZ, MIAMI-DADE CIRCUIT COURT: 
Petition for interim order as well as the petition for 

temporary custody 
contains sufficient verified allegation that if 

emergency relief is not granted 
and Elian is returned to Cuba he would be subject to 

imminent and 
irreparable harm, including loss of due process rights 

and harm to his 
physical and mental health and emotional well being. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

POTTER: The judge also ruled that the boy's father in 
Cuba Juan Miguel 

Gonzalez should come to Miami for the hearing, be 
notified and be brought 

here. Now he has said, of course, that he's not coming 
to Miami. The judge 

said that if he doesn't show up it could hurt his case. 
The lawyers for the 

family here in Miami are ecstatic, of course. With this 
ruling, they got 

everything they wanted. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

SPENCER EIG, FAMILY ATTORNEY: Today is a great day for 
Elian 

Gonzalez, and a great day for the Constitution of the 
United States. Today's 

order by the court which granted emergency temporary 
custody to Lazaro 

Gonzalez and the Gonzalez family, a family which is 
taking very good care of 

Elian here, will permit Elian Gonzalez his day in court. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

POTTER: The question now is how will the U.S. government 
respond? Will 

it honor or ignore the state judge's ruling? Some 
lawyers have said that 

federal authorities are not bound by a ruling from a 
state court. But if this 

judge here in Miami has her way, Elian•s case will be on 
hold until now at 

least until March 6 and the family in Miami will finally 
get its day in court. 

Mark Potter, CNN, reporting live from Miami. 



SESNO: And we will tell you that we'll be having more on 
the reaction from 

Washington on the Elian Gonzalez story in just a few 
minutes, when we'll talk 

with our White House correspondent Kelly Wallace, who's 
been tracking 

the story from the capital city here. 

And a program note: The Gonzalez custody battle is the 
topic of tonight's 

"LARRY KING LIVE." Representative Dan Burton will be 
Larry's guest 

tonight, 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 

To some other news now. America Online and Time-Warner, 
parent 

company of CNN, agreed to tie the knot, creating the 
biggest corporate 

merger in history. The deal is valued at $350 billion, 
and it shows just how 

dominant the Internet and the digital landscape have 
become in the media 

world. AOL's Steve Case would take over as the new 
company's chairman, 

while Time-Warner chair, Gerald Levin, would be chief 
executive officer 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

STEVE CASE, CHMN. & CEO, AMERICA ONLINE: We're kicking 
off 

the Internet century with a unique company with 
unparalleled assets and 

unprecedented ability to accelerate the next Internet 
revolution and an 

unsurpassed opportunity to have a positive impact on 
society. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: Ted Turner, CNN founder and vice chairman of 
Time-Warner, 

maintains his title in the new AOL-Time-Warner company. 
The deal still 

needs government approval. And for more on the 
AOL-Time-Warner 

merger and how it may affect you, join us for a special 
edition of 

"MONEYLINE," that'll air at 6:30p.m. Eastern Time right 
here on CNN. 

And when INSIDE POLITICS returns: Al Gore's efforts to 
win gay and 

lesbian support. Might he help himself in the primary, 
but hurt himself in the 

fall? 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

SESNO: Republicans are pressing ahead with their attack 



against Vice 
President Al Gore's recent comments on gays in the 

military. The 
controversy followed the vice president to the United 

Nations today, where 
he pledged another $100 million to fight the worldwide 

AIDS epidemic. 

CNN's Jeanne Meserve reports. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

KOFI ANNAN, U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL: Welcome, Mr. Vice 
President. Or perhaps I should say, Mr. President. 

(APPLAUSE) 

ANNAN: of the Security Council. 

(LAUGHTER) 

GORE: I'm working on it. 

JEANNE MESERVE, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over) : Working 
on it even with this appearance. In one stroke, Gore 

underscored his 
international policy credentials and highlighted an 

issue of importance to two 
key Democratic constituencies, gays and blacks, 

committing more resources 
to battling AIDS in Africa. 

GORE: The budget the Clinton-Gore administration will 
send to our 

Congress next month will include an additional increase 
of another $100 

million for a total of $325 million to fund our 
worldwide fight against AIDS. 

MESERVE: It is an interesting twist to see Al Gore 
taking up this cause. At 

the outset of his campaign, Gore was dogged by 
disruptive AIDS activists, 

who accused him of siding with big pharmaceutical 
companies and 

obstructing Africans' access to inexpensive AIDS drugs. 
The administration 

modified its policies, and now some of those same 
demonstrators are in the 

vice president's corner. 

ERIC SAWYER, ACT UP: Bradley, who is also running for 
the campaign, 

has refused to meet with us and refused to issue a 
statement about AIDS in 

general. 

MESERVE: Though Gore has backed off his requirement that 
appointees to 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff would have to pass a litmus 



test agreeing that gays 
should serve openly in the military, the backpedaling 

has not apparently hurt 
his standing with gays and lesbians. 

WINNIE STACHELBERG, HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN: I don't see 
that there is any retreat on the part of the gay 

community or others from 
supporting him. In fact, it was just a clarification of 

his policy. 

MESERVE: Despite Gore's clarification, the Republicans 
sense a soft spot 

and are ripping into Gore with a new television ad set 
to air later this week in 

Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, RNC TV AD) 

ANNOUNCER: General Colin Powell couldn't pass Al Gore's 
litmus test. 

Neither could Norman Schwarzkopf. Schwarzkopf and 
Powell, the heroes 

of Desert Storm. 

Call Al Gore. Tell him the only litmus test ought to be 
patriotism. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

MESERVE: Republican candidate Senator John McCain said, 
with their 

stands on gays and the military, both Bradley and Gore 
have proven that 

they are not qualified to be commander in chief. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

MESERVE: But right now, Al Gore is worried about winning the 
Democratic nomination, and gays and lesbians figure into 

his calculations. 
His campaign estimates that in the key states of New 

York and California, 
gays and lesbians make up 10 to 15 percent of the 

primary electorate -­
Frank. 

SESNO: Jeanne Meserve, thanks. 

And turning back again to the controversy over the Elian 
Gonzalez, as we 

reported earlier, a family court judge in Miami ruled 
today that 6-year-old 

Elian should remain in the United States under temporary 
custody of his 

great-uncle until a hearing can be held in March. 
Earlier today, Vice 

President Gore questioned last week's decision by the 
Immigration and 

Naturalization Service that Elian should be returned to 



his father in Cuba. 

Now we want to bring you up to date on exactly what the 
administration is 

saying with our White House correspondent Kelly Wallace 
Kelly. 

KELLY WALLACE, CNN WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT: Well, 
Frank, the White House says the Justice Department will 

have to decide if 
today's ruling by a Florida judge affects the INS 

decision. 

The Justice Department, which has jurisdiction over the 
INS is withholding 

comment until it can see the actual ruling. But 
meantime, Republican 

Congressman Dan Burton, who caused quite a stir by 
issuing a congressional 

subpoena for the 6-year-old, is applauding today's 
developments. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

REP. DAN BURTON (R-IN), GOVERNMENT REFORM 
CHAIRMAN: I'm happy that the court's agreed to hear the 

case. It makes it 
clear that the boy is not going to be immediately sent 

back to Cuba, and I 
think that's good. All the issues ought to be aired 

completely in the court, 
and they should make a decision on what's best for the 

boy. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

WALLACE: Now Congressman Burton says he will still go 
ahead with his 

subpoena, although he says he does not expect it will 
ever come down to the 

little boy appearing before his House committee in 
February. 

Earlier today, President Clinton refused to comment 
about whether or not it 

was appropriate for Congressman Burton to issue a 
subpoena for Elian. The 

president also refused to criticize his vice president, 
who appears to be at 

odds with his boss's handling of the Gonzalez case. Last 
week and again 

today, Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore said 
the fate of little Elian 

should be decided by the courts. The president said his 
vice president is free 

to disagree. 

OK, and Mr. Clinton pretty much says that anyone who 
disagrees is free to 

express their opinion, but he said he's trying to do 



whatever he can to not 
have this matter politicized, and anyone who wants to 

challenge it should 
challenge it through the legal process. 

But for now, Frank, the focus in Washington is on the 
Justice Department to 

see how it will decide whether the state court ruling 
affects the INS decision 

for the little boy to be reunited with his father in 
Cuba by this Friday -­

Frank. 

SESNO: Kelly, the president may be saying he doesn't 
want to see this 

politicized, but the fact of the matter is this is a 
highly politicized issue right 

now. And aside from saying this all belongs to working 
through the Justice 

Department and all the rest, what else is the 
administration doing to turn the 

temperature down on this? What can it do? 

WALLACE: Well, you know, they're really trying to stay 
clear of it. And 

that's the thing. They are trying to say that they are 
not involved in this, that it 

is a legal matter. They're referring all questions to 
the Justice Department, 

and they're trying to say that anyone who has any -- who 
wants to challenge 

this should go to the courts. But clearly they're 
concerned. And in terms of 

the vice president, some political analysts think he 
could benefit politically by 

the remarks he's making, especially when it comes to 
winning the state of 

Florida in a presidential election. Cuban-Americans, 
these political analysts 

think, could very well vote on this issue. And it could 
cost the vice president, 

if he became the Democratic nominee, the state of 
Florida -- Frank. 

SESNO: Kelly Wallace at the White House watching this 
closely -- thanks. 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton today expressed 
support for the INS 

ruling, but speaking to reporters in New York, where 
she's running for the 

United States Senate, Mrs. Clinton also said she 
understands those who 

want to challenge the decision in court. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, FIRST LADY: The INS made the 
decision, but there is a right for parties to go into 

the court to challenge that 



decision, which is what's going on now. My plea is that 
it get resolved 

quickly and that the best interest of the child be the 
determining factor and 

that this child not be used as a political football to 
advance certain political or 

ideological points of view. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

SESNO: Mrs. Clinton also commented on reports that her 
expected 

opponent in the Senate race, New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, has received 

soft money from two little-known political committees. 
According to "The 

New York Times," the two committees have taken in and 
spent almost $1 

million for Giuliani's political operation since 1998. 
Recently, the mayor has 

criticized Mrs. Clinton for collecting more than 
$350,000 from a special 

Democratic Party national committee that can legally 
accept unlimited 

donations. Aides to Giuliani say the money he received 
is above board and 

that the Federal Election Commission has not questioned 
the donations. 

Still to come on INSIDE POLITICS, campaign debates. Who 
is in the 

spotlight, the presidential candidates or the network 
anchors? 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

SESNO: It has happened frequently in the presidential 
debates of campaign 

2000, the moderator more or less stealing the thunder 
and some media 

attention from those fighting to become the next person 
to occupy the Oval 

Office. 

Howard Kurtz of CNN's "RELIABLE SOURCES" reports. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

ALAN KEYES (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Gary, Gary, the 
one 

problem ... 

TIM RUSSERT, MODERATOR: We've all -- we've all agreed 
that the 

candidates could have ... 

~~y BAUER (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Listen to the 
moderator, Alan. 



RUSSERT: We've all agreed the candidates would have a 
chance to 

question one another, just for the record, Mr. Bauer, if 
nothing is done, 

benefits must be reduced by a third or the tax is 
doubled in the year 2035. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ (voice-over) There were seven important people at 
the Republican 

presidential debate in New Hampshire last week: six 
candidates and NBC's 

Tim Russert. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

RUSSERT: Would you appoint someone to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff who 

openly advocated openly allowing gays to serve in the 
military? 

BUSH: No. 

RUSSERT: Would you appoint ... 

BUSH: I would appoint ... 

RUSSERT: Would you appoint an openly gay person to a 
senior staff or 

Cabinet position? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: Russert's aggressive questioning even drew a 
rejoinder from Alan 

Keyes. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

KEYES: and I begin to wonder when Mr. Russert will 
declare his 

candidacy. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ (on camera) In the flurry of debates in recent 
weeks, the 

personality of the moderator has often shaped the tone 
of the encounter. 

These are, after all, network extravaganzas, complete 
with big-shot anchors 

more prominent than some of the White House wannabes. 
And sometimes 

they can't help drawing attention to themselves, as 
NBC's Tom Brokaw did 

in Iowa. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 



TOM BROKAW, MODERATOR: Senator Hatch, why not have means 
testing for Medicare? Why should someone who earns my 

kind of income, 
for example, pay and get the same kind of coverage as a 

school teacher or 
someone who works on a farm here in Iowa? 


(END VIDEO CLIP) 


KURTZ: ABC's Peter Jennings took a more self-effacing 

approach last 

week in New Hampshire, often keeping his questions short 
and to the point. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

PETER JENNINGS, ABC ANCHOR: Mr. Gore, in this campaign, 
there 

have been some questions on occasion on who you are. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: Other moderators have used subtlety to drive home 
a point. Fox's 

Brit Hume didn't ask George W. Bush about the chatter 
that he lacks the 

intellectual capacity to be president. Instead, Hume 
took this approach in 

New Hampshire. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

BRIT HUME, FOX NEWS: Can you tell us, sir, what do you 
read every 

day? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: And sometimes the audience just plain doesn't 
like the questions. 

That's what happened at Friday's GOP debate in South 
Carolina when 

MSNBC's Brian Williams asked Bush about the Confederate 
flag flying over 

the state capitol. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

BRIAN WILLIAMS, MSNBC ANCHOR: It is, as you can hear 
from the 

reaction of tonight's crowd of 3,000 people from South 
Carolina, a 

hot-button issue here. The question is: Does the flag 
offend you personally? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: No moderator worth his anchor-hair wants a boring 
debate. But 



Russert's dominating performance drew fire from "The 
Manchester Union 

Leader," which is backing Steve Forbes. The paper 
apologized for 

co-sponsoring the debate, saying Russert gave too much 
time to Bush and 

John McCain, though the air time turned out to be 
roughly even. 

Russert makes no apologies for challenging the 
candidates, telling CNN: 

"You can have a staged infomercial if you like where 
each of the candidates 

can offer their canned responses and consultant- driven 
replies, you can 

have a journalistic even where you ask follow- up 
questions. It's imperative 

that we fulfill our role as journalists and press for 
specific answers." 

There's nothing new about Major League network anchors 
firing 

provocative, controversial questions at candidates. 
CNN's Bernard Shaw 

did it to Michael Dukakis in a pivotal moment in a 1988 
presidential debate. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, OCTOBER 13, 1988) 

BERNARD SHAW, CNN ANCHOR: Governor, if Kitty Dukakis were 
raped and murdered, would you favor an irrevocable death 

penalty for the 
killer? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: And some local anchors serving as questioners are 
ready for their 

close-up. 

At Friday's GOP debate in South Carolina, David Stanton 
of the local NBC 

affiliate tried the melodramatic approach with Gary 
Bauer. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

DAVID STANTON, WIS-TV ANCHOR: Mr. Bauer, if someone in 
your 

family was raped and became pregnant and wanted an 
abortion, and after 

discussion with you they were adamant in their decision 
to have an abortion, 

would you support that decision or would you try to 
prevent it? 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ: In case you haven't had your fill, there's yet 
another Republican 



debate tonight in Michigan, hosted by Tim Russert. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

RUSSERT: I paid for this microphone, Mister. 

SEN. ORRIN HATCH (R-UT), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Well, 
let me tell you something ... 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

KURTZ (on camera): In theory, at least, the debates are 
supposed to be 

about the candidates, but they are also television 
shows, with television stars 

and would-be stars trying to enhance their own 
reputation. Running for 

president these days means getting into the ring with 
millionaire anchors who 

pack a rhetorical punch. 

This is Howard Kurtz of CNN's "RELIABLE SOURCES." 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

SESNO: And when we return, a four-time governor of 
Louisiana on trial for 

the third time in a very controversial career. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) SESNO: Former Louisiana Governor Edwin 
Edwards went on trial today. The four-time governor is 

charged with 
manipulating the riverboat casino licensing process and 

accepting payoffs 
from friends and cronies seeking casino licenses. If 

found guilty, the 
72-year-old Edwards could be sentenced to life in 

prison. 

Edwards was tried twice on federal racketeering charges 
in the 1980s. The 

first trial ended in a hung jury; the second, in 
acquittal. 

Nackey Loeb, who helped guide New Hampshire's largest 
newspapers, has 

died. Mrs. Loeb and her husband, William, bought "The 
Manchester Union 

Leader" and "New Hampshire Sunday News" back in the 
1940s and turned 

them into two of the nation's most conservative 
newspapers. Mrs. Loeb dies 

Saturday with her family at her side. She was 75. 

And that's all for this edition of INSIDE POLITICS. 
We'll see you again 

tomorrow when Candy Crowley will have a live report from 
New 

Hampshire, where John McCain will be outlining his tax 
plan. 



And you can go online at -- all the time, rather, at 
CNN's allpolitics.com for 

the very latest, and more, from the candidates and their 
campaigns. 

I'm Frank Sesno. "WORLDVIEW" is next. 

END 
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Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

T'.ll.r. Secretary ..=:ind P.1embcrs of. the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the united Nations. They were 
spoken by· my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
'-:.~ords should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -~ and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced econosic 
reform, opened markets, privatized ente~prises, and stabilized 
currencies. ivlore thar3 half the nations of .b.frica now elect. their own 
leaders -- nearly Eour times the numbc~ ten year~ age and .::::concn:_Lc 
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growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens work forces and saps economic str~.?ngth. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. Jt st..::-i kes .J.t the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The united States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -~ not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -~ fighting to save the lives of the: people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. We 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. we must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

V,le also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing nurnber of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged .r:...merica to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the united States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

I 



Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma 3nd prevent the spread of AlDS 

--To reduce mother to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gai.n access ~o aftord~~le 

medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the Presider1t 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account v;hen applying u.s. trade policy. We \v.i}l CC)Operate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. we must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global crganizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

nremember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 



w·hen r.·Je neara the hysterical .sobs 

of our liLtle children c~ying against fate .... 


we heal-d these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. we here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. we must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. fuid the 
moral of that story will be t.he capacity of the human spirit tc;, summcn us 
in common cause, to defeat a common f:oe, s.nd secur(~ t.he heal;:.h and hopes 
of so many of our fcllo;,,.· huf;lan beings. 

Hay God bless alJ \•JhO have .suffered from this d:sease. May .::-;~Jd b.Lcss Lt£ 

united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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RE~~RKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COLrrJCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN A~FRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests. and, in partic~lar, Honored Delegates [rom the Nations of Atrica: 

1"HIV/AIDS is not someone else s problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale - and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread o£ AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Eacr: day jn Africa, 11 

more men, women, and children become HIV pcsiL1ve 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nati ns of sub--Saharan Af'rLca, i\LJ~ is ~.s:~ 


crisis. It s a security crisis because lL thr0ate~s ~oL ,usL 

individual c tizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 

character of a society. 


This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. ~<Je must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. We 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. Vie must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with ;;IDS in 1\frica have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tube:::-culosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to preven~ AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in che u.s. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- SlOO million to fight AlDS in Africa. 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce I>.merica' s decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration 1.-1ill send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 



I would also like to announce here this morning th3L the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include sso mil1in;, for the Ur:ited 
States• contribution to the Vaccine Fund of: the GJcbal ALliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
o;,vn country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

we are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

Ne ;.vill continue to engage our G 7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
1"\IDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was crc:::.t.ed t..c stop wars. Now, we must wage an '"in a 
great and peac~:;tul war of ou:·· Lime -- the war against AIDS. ?or all, 
he:r.-e and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
vihen we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. we here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
~<Je must become the promise of life itself. we have the knoi..;ledge, the 
compass:Lcn, and the means to make a difference. We r:tust ackno-w·ledge ou"!­
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

V.le must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. lli<d the 
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moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my wor-ds. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa 1 S Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 

but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 

greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 

is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 

can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 

ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 

global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 


AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 


As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 

momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 

nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced econom:i c 

reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 

currencies. More than half the natjons of Africa now ~lect L!1eir 2w~ 


leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ag~ 


growth in sub-Saharan Afrjca has tripled, creating prospects Ear a higher 

quality of life across the continent. 


Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 

spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 

already died -- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa 1 11~000 


more men~ women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 

them under the age of 25. 


For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 

crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 

individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 

character of a society. 


This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 

at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 


http:09:57:51.00


I 

military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The united States is profoundly moved by the toJ J i\IDS takes in Af~ica. 
At the same time, '-IJe know that our OWil country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must -·• our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while \oJE seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of ?.IDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the '-llOrld's highest infect-ion rates. 
Today -·- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection ~ate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, lS 

now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic security council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

we also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to th~ 
growing number of people who, thank God, arc li·~..~ing, instead cf dy·'ir;g, 
with HlV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicirJc, but ~l~c more tt1an 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors. nu!S0s, anrt -care 
\Vorkers, that we develcp clinic:-:: and conmur:::..t..y bascrj "t'-}3i:lz;.ll :t~:n~ 

deJ.iver care to those v...-ho need it.. Today, f.cwe-:~ t..!':s.n 5 percc::t cf ~.h~~.:::c 

living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. P....t1d the United States has contributed more tha.:; a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
p.,_frica. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the u.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care to::c people with AIDS; 

--To pro~.Iide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 
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I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective- place Eo~- the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also se~ this goal: through public and private etto1·ts, 1n 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that u.s. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. ln June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the v;orld. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focus~.=d assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, naticnal, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage o( ~heir sy~crg)' and 
success. 1-'le ...,..liJ.l wc·rk with the Drga:1izc::::-s c:::f: the :)u;-ban CC;-":f--::~r,..:;;-:c·:: 

advance this essential objective. It 1s essential, bcs0use 
the rt!one'i, and how effectively we target it, not just how much ~·,;e .spend, 
;,v·ill determine hOV·l many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate 

v,;e heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

\'le must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 



moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure Lhe health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

''HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allo1.ving it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Th,2ir education will be wasted. The economy will 
!3hrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain.!' 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the united States or the united Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Ove.:::- the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved [rom dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of ~ society. 

This disease v;eakens work[orces and saps economic streng:lh. 1\_Ll)S st..rik(=:s 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hot1rs with Africa~ leader~. 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficullies with the tateEul 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in pr:i va te meetings. -i:--: :_or-:c:s c: 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we ar;;: facing :.::.. .:-:.ghl 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of A:DS, we will r>::ver 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors~ nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In SepteTilber, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
kiJJ.er diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of 5100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--Tc reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 



I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative fo~ an expanded pub 
partnershj.p in the battle against AIDS. Indcej, i~ thc comi~g mc:lt~s. ­
will convene a meeting at u.s. business leaders active irl Africa, Lo 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also comm.it.ted to helping poor countries gain access t.o affordabl'2 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. last month, the PresidenL 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take pubJic health crises into 
account when applying u.s. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make su~e that 
more impact. Next July, the global commun.it:v· wil"l gat~hcr ~n 

Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conf:en:::nce. The::-'2 -J~--::-; msny 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

11 remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when \ve heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. we have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of humar: triumph. And the 



moral cf that .st.ory ~:;ill be the capacity of the human spiri L to .SLlmrrDE us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe/ and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
I assume that this means that Rep. Jackson will be willing to help get 
additional international AIDS fund. 
---------------------- Forwarded by Todd A. Summers/OPD/EOP on 01/12/2000 
10:20 AM -------------------------- ­

"INTAIDS - Frank E. Watkins" <intaids@hivnet.ch> 
01/12/2000 05:11:45 AM 

Please respond to intaids@hivnet.ch 
Record Type: Record 

To: Intaids <intaids@hivnet.ch> 
cc: 

Subject: [327] RE: UN Security Council - Responses to Gore [315] 


************************************************************* 
INTAIDS is an independent forum provided by 
the Fondation du Present http://www.fdp.org 
************************************************************* 

Moderators note: 

The response below is reminiscent of a comment made in September by the 
Zimbabwe Minister of Health, Dr. Timothy Stamps, when he heard about the 
100 million US$ made available by the US government to support the 'Africa 
Initiative' - he said: 'And Clinton's one million dollars, he spent more 
than that on his own fellatio problem, and he wants to deal with our 
sexual problems?'. 

The figures certainly seem out of proprotion to the 1.0 - 2.3 billion 
dollars quoted as needed by the World Bank President yesterday. 

To read the full text of Gore's speech to the UN you can go to: 
http://www.hivnet.ch:8000/global/intaids/viewR?324 

You can also read a UNAIDS Press Release from the meeting at: 
http://www.hivnet.ch:8000/globa1/intaids/viewR?325 

Other comments in response to these various statements are welcome. 

Mod. 
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*********** 

Office of Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2000 

ON GORE'S INCREASED AID FOR AFRICAN AIDS: LITTLE AND LATE 

Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr. said today that "Vice President Al Gore should be 
commended for highlighting the problem of HIV/AIDS in Africa before the 
United Nations, but the help he offered of an additional $100 million from 
the U.S as a first step -- $4.35 per person for each of the 23 million 
Africans who are infected with HIV/AIDS -- is little and late. Why little 
and late? Unless something dramatic is done, it is projected that more 
Africans will die in the first decade of the 21st century than have died 
in all the wars of the 20th century. Every minute we delay, ten more 
people are infected with the HIV/AIDS virus. By 2010, HIV/AIDS is 
expected to create 40 million orphans. Africans speak more than 1500 
languages. The $100 million is not to fight HIV/AIDS directly, but to 
educate 650 million Africans about HIV/AIDS -- which amounts to $.15 per 
African. It is in the security insterests of the U.S. and the world to 
address this issue." 

Jackson also said, "When the Clinton-Gore administration had the option of 
supporting a bill that would have addressed the HIV/AIDS crisis and the 
many other important issues that are negatively impacting Africa (e.g., 
debt relief) it chose instead to support the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) -- which was finally amended to include a sense of 
the Congress' good intentions relative to HIV/AIDS, but actually did 
nothing about HIV/AIDS. AGOA will only perpetuate many of the serious 
problems confronting Africa. 

"Not only did the Clinton-Gore administration support AGOA, it also 
rejected and strongly fought against an alternative bill that I offered 
called the HOPE (Human Rights, Opportunity, Partnership and Empowerment) 
for Africa Act (H.R. 772) which would have meaningfully addressed 
HIV/AIDS, debt relief and many other problems facing Africa. 

"The Gore campaign has been plagued from the start with protests against 
the Clinton-Gore administration's AIDS policy towards Africa. As the 
Chicago Tribune reported yesterday, 'When AIDS-plagued South Africa hinted 
that it might manufacture its own AZT, an expensive anti-retroviral drug, 
the U.S. government, backed by the pharmaceutical industry, threatened 
sanctions. Patent laws were at stake. And despite President Clinton's 
recent promise to intervene on South Africa's behalf, the confrontation 
remains at an impasse.' 

"If the Clinton-Gore administration is actually serious about dealing with 
the African HIV/AIDS crisis, it can still support H.R. 2700, the 'Highly 
Essential Life-Saving Pharmaceuticals (HELP) for Africa Act' which is 
currently before Congress. It resolves the 'compulsory licensing' and 
'parallel importing' issues that serve even today as barriers to 
confronting this issue and would go a long way toward giving aid and 
relief to the suffering people of Africa. Our money and commitment must 
match the size of the problem," Jackson concluded. 

**************************** 

Frank E. Watkins 

Press Secretary/Director of Communications 

Office of Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. 
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From: Alejandro G. Cabrera on 01/11/2000 09:55:40 AM 
Record Ty~e: Record 

To: Tyler S. Beardsley/OVP@OVP 
CC: 

Subject:Remarks as Prepared for Delivery by vice President Al 
Gore: UN Security Council Session on Aids in Africa 

---------------------- Forwarded by Alejandro G. Cabrera/OVP on 01/ll/2000 
09:55AM 

From: Alejandro G. Cabre[a on 01/10/2000 10:52:32 f..Jvl 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
CC: 
Subject:Remarks as Prepared for Delivery by Vice President Al 
Gore: uTI Security Council Session on Aids in Africa 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Vice President 

For Immediate 
Release Contact: 
Monday, January 10, 
2000 (20~~) 45>5:- '!03~ 

REf/lARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY V.ICE PRSSlDENT AL GORE 
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON P...IDS IN J\FRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain. 11 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the united States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against P.. IDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorshj_p to democracy. embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

http:12:07:46.00


Tragically, this progress is imperiled just as .it is tak:ing hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 mill on Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died -- one quarter of them ch ldren. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 

At the same time, we know that our own country· has :tot achieved as muc!-1 as 

we should or must in our own bsttle against !\IDS. 

Surgeon General is here today: his recent repo!t ~cJ :~ ~~ Lh~L we tl0"JC 


overcome the ignorance and indi_ f [ere nee that lead L.:· : ,.., f ec ~ ~ ~· ~<J-:: '71:J.S~_ 


continue to study the succe~s of others, while we sc0k ~-o s~~re 


progress with them. 


As vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide againsl AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease L~ 

prevention. And prevention depends on breaking do~~ the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. we 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. we must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing nuw~er of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home·· care 
workers, that "vJe develop clinics and commun:i ty-based ..:.n·gar;.lzat lens 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewc1- thar. S perc~:nt uf. t:-v:·.::.::c: 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even bas:ic care. 'i.rie know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mot:.hers wit!-"! AIDS ~o live J.onger 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 
his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the united States has contributed mere than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of lhat for sub-Saharan 
..1\frica. But we must do more. 

Last y·ear, I announced the largest-ever increase in tt1e u.s. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa. 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 

I 



to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--F...."'ld to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like tc announce here this morning that the budget we v;ill 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million Ear the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global AJlianc.:e for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point - ·· the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

the first time eve~ -· otter specific f~ndi~g fc~ tt1~~ .s. 

work with the armed forces of other nations t-2 combaL f'..I02. 

own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 

of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 

experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 


We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment. to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted posr countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring g~eater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world 1 S wealthier. healthier nations 
to match America~s increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats e.,_..rer Lc ::::·::-:,nfront. L.":e we~· Ld 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred c~u5ade. 

The United Nations was created to stop v;ars. Now, we: must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time ~- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 



we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged for\vs.rd 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... " 

That promise is us. !tie here in this room - ·- representing the billions of 
people of the \VOl-ld - ~ we must. become the promise of hope and of change. 
Vie must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distinguished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, but the threat 
is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on earth. No border 
can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment to act against AIDS on a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourteen million have 
already died-- one quarter of them children. Each day in Africa, 11,000 
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more men, women, and children become HIV positive -- more than half of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
military, and subverts the forces of order and peacekeeping. 

The United States is profoundly moved by the toll AIDS takes in Africa. 
At the same time, we know that our own country has not achieved as much as 
we should or must in our own battle against AIDS. I am pleased that our 
Surgeon General is here today; his recent report tells us that we have not 
overcome the ignorance and indifference that lead to infection. We must 
continue to study the success of others, while we seek to share our 
progress with them. 

As Vice President, I have journeyed four times to sub-Saharan Africa. I 
have taken along top health officials, AIDS specialists, corporate 
leaders, and physicians. We have spent long hours with African leaders, 
heard their ideas, and discussed their difficulties with the fateful 
crisis of AIDS. 

It is inspiring to see so many in Africa -- not only leaders, but health 
care workers and community workers, mothers and fathers, and countless 
ordinary citizens -- fighting to save the lives of the people they love. 
Ten years ago, Uganda was suffering the world's highest infection rates. 
Today -- because the whole nation has mobilized to end stigma, urge 
prevention, and change behavior -- Uganda is now recording dramatic drops 
in the infection rate. Uganda, which used to be proof of the problem, is 
now powerful proof that we can turn the tide against AIDS. 

We know that the first line of defense against this disease is 
prevention. And prevention depends on breaking down the barriers against 
discussing the extent and risks of AIDS. That is one purpose of this 
historic Security Council meeting. Today, in sight of all the world, we 
are putting the AIDS crisis at the top of the world's security agenda. We 
must talk about AIDS not in whispers, in private meetings, in tones of 
secrecy and shame. We must face the threat as we are facing it right 
here, in one of the great forums of the earth -- openly and boldly, with 
urgency and compassion. Until we end the stigma of AIDS, we will never 
end the disease of AIDS. 

We also must do much more to provide basic care and treatment to the 
growing number of people who, thank God, are living, instead of dying, 
with HIV and AIDS. This requires affordable medicine, but also more than 
medicine; it requires that we train doctors, nurses, and home-care 
workers, that we develop clinics and community-based organizations to 
deliver care to those who need it. Today, fewer than 5 percent of those 
living with AIDS in Africa have access to even basic care. We know we can 
prolong life, reduce suffering, and allow mothers with AIDS to live longer 
with their children, if we offer treatment for opportunistic infections 
like tuberculosis and malaria. 

Our ultimate goal, our best hope, is to prevent AIDS by vaccination, and 
we are committed to the maximum possible research. But we need to do more 
to harness the talent and power of the private sector. In September, in 



his speech to the General Assembly, President Clinton said it was wrong 
that only two percent of all biomedical research is directed to the major 
killer diseases in the developing world. He pledged America to a new 
effort to speed the development and delivery of vaccines for AIDS, 
malaria, TB, and other illnesses that disproportionately afflict the 
poorest nations. 

This three-part strategy of prevention, treatment, and research is the 
right fight. And the United States has contributed more than a billion 
dollars to wage it worldwide -- more than half of that for sub-Saharan 
Africa. But we must do more. 

Last year, I announced the largest-ever increase in the U.S. commitment to 
international AIDS programs -- $100 million to fight AIDS in Africa, 
India, and other areas. 

Today, I announce America's decision to step up the battle. The budget the 
Clinton-Gore Administration will send to our Congress next month will 
include an additional increase of $100 million for a total of $325 million 
to fund our worldwide fight against AIDS. This new funding will include 
efforts: 

--To reduce the stigma and prevent the spread of AIDS; 

--To reduce mother-to-child transmission; 

--To support home and community based care for people with AIDS; 

--To provide care for children orphaned by AIDS; 

--And to strengthen health infrastructure to prevent and treat of AIDS. 

I would also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States' contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point -- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever -- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of other nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. Secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 



account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that U.S. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

We will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. We will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop wars. Now, we must wage an win a 
great and peaceful war of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

"remember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 

11knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us ... 

That promise is us. We here in this room -- representing the billions of 
people of the world -- we must become the promise of hope and of change. 
We must become the promise of life itself. We have the knowledge, the 
compassion, and the means to make a difference. We must acknowledge our 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibility to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease -- so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 
moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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RErJi.ARKS AS PREPARED FOH DELIVEEY BY VICE PRESlDENT AL GORE 

U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON AIDS IN AFRICA 

Mr. Secretary General, Members of the Security Council, Distir1guished 
Guests, and, in particular, Honored Delegates from the Nations of Africa: 

"HIV/AIDS is not someone else's problem. It is my problem. It is your 
problem. By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that our youth will 
not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will 
shrink. There will be a large number of sick people whom the health will 
not be able to maintain." 

Mr. Secretary and Members of the Council: These are not my words. They 
were not uttered in the United States or the United Nations. They were 
spoken by my friend, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, as he declared 
South Africa's Partnership Against AIDS more than a year ago. The same 
words should be spoken out not only in South Africa, not only in Africa, 
but all across the earth. In Africa, the scale of the crisis may be 
greater, the infrastructure weaker, and the people poorer, bu~ the th1·ca~ 

is real for every people and every nation, everywhere on ear:h. Nc bc~dc 

can keep AIDS out; it cuts across all the lines that divide us. We owe 
ourselves and each other the utmost commitment. to acL ag3.inst AIDS o:;. a 
global scale -- and especially where the scourge is greatest. 

AIDS is a global aggressor that must be defeated. 

As we enter the new millennium, Africa has crossed the first frontiers of 
momentous progress. Over the past decade, a rising wave of African 
nations has moved from dictatorship to democracy, embraced economic 
reform, opened markets, privatized enterprises, and stabilized 
currencies. More than half the nations of Africa now elect their own 
leaders -- nearly four times the number ten years ago -- and economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa has tripled, creating prospects for a higher 
quality of life across the continent. 

Tragically, this progress is imperiled, just as it is taking hold, by the 
spread of AIDS which now grips 20 million Africans. Fourtee~ million have 
already died -- one quarter ot them children. sach day in Africa, :1, 
more men, w·omen, and children become HIV positive -- more than haJ.f of 
them under the age of 25. 

For the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is not just a humanitarian 
crisis. It is a security crisis -- because it threatens not just 
individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defend the 
character of a society. 

This disease weakens workforces and saps economic strength. AIDS strikes 
at teachers, and denies education to their students. It strikes at the 
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I to1ould also like to announce here this morning that the budget we will 
send to our Congress next month will include $50 million for the United 
States• contribution to the Vaccine Fund of the Global Alliance for 
vaccines and Immunizations. This contribution -- in fulfillment of the 
promise President Clinton made to the General Assembly -- will help fund 
the research, purchase, and distribution of lifesaving vaccines in 
developing nations. 

I am also announcing today an initiative for an expanded public-private 
partnership in the battle against AIDS. Indeed, in the coming months, I 
will convene a meeting of U.S. business leaders active in Africa, to 
develop a set of voluntary principles for corporate conduct to make the 
workplace an effective place for the education and prevention of AIDS. 
Let us also set this goal: through public and private efforts, in 
partnership with partner nations, we will attack the cycle of infection at 
one critical point -- its most heartbreaking point-- the moment of 
mother-to-child transmission. 

In addition, I announce that our budget request for next year will -- for 
the first time ever ··- offer specific funding for the U.S. military to 
work with the armed forces of ether nations to combat AIDS. Inside our 
own country, our armed forces have acted effectively to prevent the spread 
of AIDS in the military. secretary of Defense Cohen is ready to share our 
experience with our military counterparts in Africa. 

We are also committed to helping poor countries gain access to affordable 
medicines, including those for HIV/AIDS. Last month, the President 
announced a new approach to ensure that we take public health crises into 
account when applying U.S. trade policy. We will cooperate with our 
trading partners to assure that u.s. trade policies do not hinder their 
efforts to respond to health crises. 

But to win the ongoing global battle against AIDS, we must also fight the 
poverty that speeds its spread. In June, in Cologne, we joined with our 
G-7 partners in the Cologne Debt Initiative, a landmark commitment to 
faster and deeper debt relief for the heavily-indebted poor countries. 

we will continue to engage our G-7 partners to bring greater resources to 
this effort. Today I challenge the world's wealthier, healthier nations 
to match America's increasing commitment to a worldwide crusade against 
AIDS. 

But more money is not enough. We must also make sure that more money has 
more impact. Next July, the global community will gather in Durban, South 
Africa for the 13th International AIDS Conference. There are many 
inspiring efforts to fight AIDS all around the world. Right now, they 
amount to many isolated efforts, not a single focused assault. We must 
knit together the separate initiatives by local, national, regional, and 
global organizations, to take maximum advantage of their synergy and 
success. we will work with the organizers of the Durban Conference to 
advance this essential objective. It is essential, because how we speed 
the money, and how effectively we target it, not just how much we spend, 
will determine how many lives we save. 

AIDS is one of the most devastating threats ever to confront the world 
community. Many have called the battle against it a sacred crusade. 

The United Nations was created to stop t.vars. NO\V, we must wage an ~,-;ir:. a 
great and peaceful '.var of our time -- the war against AIDS. For all, 
here and around the world, willing to enlist in this cause, let us hear 
and heed and take heart from the words of an African poet, Mongane Wally 
Serote: 

nremember 
the passion of our hearts 
the blinding ache and pain 
when we heard the hysterical sobs 
of our little children crying against fate .... 

we heard these, we knew them, we absorbed them 
but we surged forward 
knowing that life is a promise, and that that promise is us. 

That promise is us. representJng ~he bill inns of 
people of the 'v,.rorld we must become the p~om1.se of hope sr1d ~~ c~~nq~. 

~·Je must beccme the promise of i. i fe i t.sc.i :. . VJc 

compassion, and the means to make a difference. We musL a=krJcw:~dgc 
moral duty and accept our great and grave responsibil. :i.ty to succeed. 

We must make the promise and keep the promise to prevail against this 
disease so that when the story of AIDS is told to future generations, 
it will be a tale not just of human tragedy but of human triumph. And the 

http:p~om1.se


moral of that story will be the capacity of the human spirit to summon us 
in common cause, to defeat a common foe, and secure the health and hopes 
of so many of our fellow human beings. 

May God bless all who have suffered from this disease. May God bless the 
united effort of our united nations to end it -- soon and forever. 
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VOTERS Nevada had the worst voter-turnout rate, only 38%, for 
the 1996 presidential election. Minnesota and Maine had the 
highest turnout rate, 64% 
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Source: Bureau of the Census, Federal Election Commission, 
Gov't. Division of the Congressional Research Service and state 
election offices 

CAREGIVNG People who work and care for an elderly relative often 
make significant adjustments to their job schedule 

--Percent of caregivers 

USE SICK DAYS/VACATION TINE 64% 
DECREASE HOURS 33% 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 22% 
FULL- TO PART-TI~1E 20% 
QUIT JOB 16% 
RETIRE E~~LY 13% 

?rom interviews with 55 individuals who spend more tha 18 hours 
a week caregiving. Source: National Alliance for Careg ving, 
National Center on Women and Aging at Brandeis Univers ty 

AUTOS Toyota Camry is the best-selling car in the U.S. for the 
third straight year 

--Cars sold, 1999 (thousands) 

1. TOYOTA CAl'lRY 418 
2. HONDA ACCORD 373 
3. FORD TAURUS 339 
4. HONDA CIVIC 296 
5. FORD ESCORT 255 
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Jan. 1 to Nov. 30, 1999 Source: Wards AutoinfoBank 

AIDS tvlore than 33 million people are living with AIDS/HIV 
worldwide; 1.2 million of the victims are children 

--Number of adults and children newly infected with HIV, 1998 

Sub-Saharan Africa 4,000,000 
South & Southeast Asia 1,200,000 
East Asia & Pacific 200,000 
Latin America 160,000 
Eastern Europe & Central Asia 80,000 
Caribbean 45,000 
North America 44,000 
Western Europe 30,000 
North Africa & Middle East 19,000 
Australia & New Zealand 600 
Total 5.8 mi1lion 

Estimated 
Source: World Health Organization 

CONCERTS ~lost of the top touring groups of the '90s had seen 

3 



their recording heyday in an earlier decade 

--Top live acts of the '90s 

Gross (millions) 

l. Rolling Stones $ 751 
2. Grateful Dead $ 285 
3. i.J2 $ 283 
4. Eagles s 197 

5. Neil Diamond $ 183 
6. Jimmy Buffett s 157 
7 George Strait $ 158 
8. Pink Floyd $ 153 
9. Elton John s 146 
10. Billy Joel $ 145 

Source: Amusement Business BOXSCORE 

GRAPHIC: COLOR MAP, COLOR CHART: SOURCE: GOLD FIELDS MINERAL SERVICES LTD., GOL 
D 
Once a highly prized inflation hedge, it's at its lowest price in 20 years 
Average price 
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HIGHLIGHT: 

As the new century begins, AIDS tightens its medieval death grip on Africa. The 


anatomy of an epidemic--and its rising human toll. 

BODY: 
In 1991, a visitor to rural Uganda could peer through the portals of hell an 

d 
glimpse the holocaust to come. It took a little work then. You had to hire a 
Jeep and drive from the capital of Kampala to the Rakai district in the south o 
f 
the country, then the epicenter for a burgeoning AIDS epidemic. There you'd 
enter a world of private horrors. A skeletal man with festering abscesses on hi 
s 
skin, hidden away in a shack only slightly larger than an outhouse that reeked 

of sickness. A spindly grandmother who had lost all of her four sons and four 
dauanters-~n-law to "sl1m disease" and was caring for 20 grandchildren in a 
house without electricity or running water. An HIV-infected child, in the lap o 

his dying mother, antidiarrheal medicine mixing with tears on a small face that 

had no power to grasp the scale of the tragedy building around and within him. 

The warnings were as clear as the terror in that 3-year-old's eyes. A 
DNICEF-sponsored study at the time predicted that in 10 hard-hit countries of 
sub-Saharan Africa, up to 5.5 million children under 15 would lose their mother 
s 
to AIDS during the 1990s. Rakai, the experts warned, would become a perverse 
model for communities across Africa. Millions would perish in a plague of 
medieval proportions. Now that the decade is over, it seems the warnings were 
somewhat mistaken. A full-blown crisis is upon us, and it's worse than expected 



The global death toll from AIDS was 2.6 million last year alone. Roughly 35 

percent of those deaths occurred in Africa. Even as the corpses were buried, 
some 5.6 million more people--mostly African--became infected with HIV during 
1999. Although ?.IDS is viewed as a tragedy that people often bring on 
themselves, many of the victims of the pandemic have done nothing more harmful 

than enter the world. By the end of this year an astonishing 10.4 million 
African children under 15 will have lost their mothers or both parents to 
AIDS--90 percent of the global total of AIDS orphans. 

In a continent already ravaged by wars and mired in poverty, AIDS is wiping 

out much of a generation. Families are being destroyed, skilled workers cut 
down. The disease began in Africa and spread, in part, because of social 
instability--via migrant workers, refugees and women who had few other means to 

support themselves than prostitution. Cultural factors also played a role: 

superstitions spread in some areas that the best cure for an HIV-infected man 
was to sleep ·v1ith a virgin. Now the disease sows further instability that, in 
turn, ensures the kind of desperate conditions where AIDS flourishes. 

For the rest of the world, this may seem to be a purely humanitarian tragedy 

But as AIDS wrecks Africa's already crippled political and social institutions, 

instability on the continent may demand more intervention from the outside than 

medicines and educational programs. "The spread of this disease could not be 
contained in Africa, and the destruction of Africa from AIDS will not be limite 
d 
to the continent," says U.N. Ambassador Richard Holbrcloke. "If we don't vJo-:;.·k 
with the Africans themselves to address ~hese problems. deal 

with them later when they v;ill get more dangerous and more expensive." 

Today we argue over past atrocities, hoping to drai.<J lessons. Could Roosevelt 

or others have done more to save 6 million Jews from extermination during World 

War II by absorbing European refugees or bombing the railways to Auschwitz? Yet 

we face a new holocaust now--of a very different character, yes, but on an even 

larger scale of human destruction. While, for example, life expectancy in the 
United States jumped by 30 years over the last century, in southern Africa, lif 
e 
expectancy at birth is projected to plunge. A recent U.N. report forecasts that 

expected life spans in the region will drop from 59 yf"·ars i.n t~-::-; ea~~Jy ~ S9C:::: 

That may be about to change. There is new urgcn~y: ~h~~: we~~. Wl~~ the U~lte 
d 
States taking its turn to chair the United Nations Security Council, the first 

topic on the agenda is AIDS in Africa. Beyond putting the issue on the world's 

radar screen, new government money will be pledged to combat the disease. Bill 

Gates's philanthropic foundation has committed $28 million--a small amount 
compared with the billions that experts say is needed, but a help--to vaccine 
development and AIDS prevention. In recent months The Boston Globe and Village 

Voice have published searing, multipart accounts of the tragedy. And in Boston, 

an outspoken preacher named Eugene Rivers is challenging American blacks to do 

more and speak out forcefully in this election year. 

it1hy the upswell of interest after more than a decade of relative apathy? 
First, dire warnings have become hard reality. It's axiomatic that predictions 

of humanitarian tragedy--like forecasts of famines--rarely compel the world 
tov1ard mass action. It's only when catastrophe hits that people get energized. 



Scenes on the ground in much of Africa these days are more graphic than any 
charts or tables could suggest: lines outside cemeteries as families wait to 
bury their dead; morgues that operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. "The 
number of people who have gone into the coffin-making business--that is 
something you can see without being an epidemiologist," says Godfrey Sikipa, a 

program-development officer for Geneva-based UNAIDS, the lead U.N. agency 
dealing with the epidemic. 

Some prominent visitors to Africa have returned to the United States with an 

overwhelming sense of mission. Rivers's epiphany occurred in December 1998, whe 
n 
he 1N"as: in Zirnbabwe to lecture the World Council of Churches on youth out.l-each 
and crime prevention in the United States. A Roman Catholic activist named 
Michael i\uret took Rivers aside during the meeting. "I am appealing to you as a 

Christian~ in an appeal rooted in faith," Auret told Rivers. The message: alert 

Americans to the destruction of a continent. "The mandate was to plead the caus 
e 
of the widow and the orphan," Rivers recalls, quoting the prophet Isaiah's 
exhortation to "defend the cause of the fatherless." 
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Rivers--relentless and media-savvy--soon launched a minicrusade. He lobbied 

newspaper edi t·Jrs and approached black leaders i.n Washington and Rostc·n abnut 
the crisis. To his surprise, many we-:.~e unaware cf 1 ts ~copt:·· R i. 'Jer.s believes 
that even some of those in the black el1tc who do grasp LhP ~i~.~al1 

that highlighting AIDS in Africa reinforces negative stereoty-pes. "As I talked 

to folks around the country," Rivers says, "there was a sense that r..;e can 1 t 
handle another story about blacks as basket cases." He and other activists late 
r 
issued an open letter to U.S. black religious, intellectual and political 
leaders castigating them for doing too little: "w"hat verdict will our 
descendants render upon their ancestors who stood by silently as a generation o 
f 
African children were reduced to a biological underclass by this sexual 
holocaust?" the letter asked. 

Ambassador Holbrooke had a revelation of his own during a visit to Africa 
last month. He had been well briefed on the African AIDS crisis, but, Holbrooke 

says. "the trip gave it the reality of faces, lives, people lying there dying, 

orphans who had no place at night to go except on the .street, people who were 
scared to death to be tested." He traveled with his wife, the journalist Kati 
Marton, who says both she and her husband "got religionn on the issue during 
meetings with AIDS sufferers. Shortly after Holbrooke returned, he put African 

AIDS at the top of his agenda for the Security Council session he'd chair in 
January--despite the fact that the Council had never before dealt with a health 

issue. The ambassador also invited Vice President Al Gore to open the 
session--the highest-level politician ever to do so--and asked a host of other 

big names, including World Bank president James Wolfensohn, to help attract 
attention to the cause. 

NEWS\.v'EEK has learned that the administration's new Afrjca aid t>ropo~~a.1 .,.;as 
originally planned as part ot Cli~ton's Jan. 27 St~~c (:f the 

the president has made Gore's election a priorit~,/ and :s keenly .::n.·;are of the 
veep's need for black and gay support.. J\t HoJ.b:-ooke' s suggestior~, -::-:ton 
decided that Gore should take up the issue himself at r.:.t'.e: Ur.1.tcd Nat.lons non th 
e 
grounds it would get more attention," says a senior administration official. 

In this election year, political pressure has also been building on the u.s. 

government and pharmaceutical companies to ensure greater African access to 
AIDS treatments. Governments in the rich world have long supported the drug 
companies' claim that they have the exclusive right to license their drugs. But 

Clinton signaled a policy shift at the recent World Trade Organization summit i 
n 
Seattle, announcing that the United States would now exercise "flexibility" on 



the issue. Now, NEWSWEEK has learned, activists in South Africa plan to test 
Washington by importing pirated drugs from Thailand. 

Drug treatments, however, will not solve this crisis. That 1 S particularly 
true in Africa, where the health-care infrastructure is so feeble. Africans say 

they need more substantial help--particularly relief from crippling debt that 
drains health and education budgets. But no program will be successful unless 
African leaders get their own priorities right. Not one head of state showed up 

at the 11th International Conference on AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

held in Lusaka, Zambia, last September. AIDS activists charge that a "conspirac 
y 
of silence" has encouraged a climate in which AIDS victims are severely 
stigmatized. In a much-publicized case in South Africa on World AIDS Day last 
year, a woman who admitted on television that she was HIV-infected was beaten t 

0 

death by neighbors in her township. 
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Some African leaders are finally getting religion themselves. Others have 
long had it. Nelson Mandela has been very outspoken on the AIDS threat; his 
successor, Thabo fYJbeki, plans tc announce this week a new Five Year Plan to 
combat the epidemic. Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni was a global pioneer on 

the issue: early on in the pandemic, he waged a prolonged campaign of public 
education, condom distribution, voluntary testing, counseling and support 
services. The policy has paid off: HIV infection has dropped from 15 percent of 

the population to 9.7 percent. 

Yet Uganda also has the highest number of AIDS orphans in the world--1.1 
million in all. The danger now is that with so many desperate kids, the good 
that has been done might actually be undone. Destitute girls may turn to 
prostitution to survive, unconnected young boys could turn violent. In the Raka 
i 
district--where the cycle of death and destruction all began--32 percent of 
children 15 and under are orphaned: 75,000 kids in all. The signs, of course, 
were there a decade ago. But now, more than ever, nobody has an excuse for 
apathy. 

Mapping the ATDS Epidemic's Hot Zone 

The HIV plague is at its most devastating in 29 nations of sub-Saharan 
Africa, according to the United Nations. Across the AIDS hot zone, women are 
infected as frequently as men--often at the very beginning of their sexual 
maturity--and when they die, they often leave orphans behind. 

Historical comparisons 
Children who have lost one or both parents 
Orphans in United States after Wwii: 183,000 
Orphans in Europe after WWII: 13 million 
Orphans and children separated from families in Rwanda 1994 genocide: 400,000 

Charts: 

The Orphans of AIDS 
A Plague on Many Countries 
The Pattern of Death 
The Cost of AIDS 

(Charts Omitted) 

GRAPHIC: GRF.PHIC: Mapping the AIDS Epidemic's Hot Zone; PHOTO: A Mounting Body 

Count: The mortuary in Lusaka, Zambia, is always full of corpses, with dozens o 

dead brought in daily. Most died of AIDS PHOTO: Shelter Against The Storm, 
Some of 32 kids, many orphaned by AIDS, who live with their aunt and grandmothe 
r 
in a two-room house in Lusaka; PHOTO: Risky Behavior, Many men have multiple se 
X 

partners, including prostitutes (below}; in Zambia a favorite is called a sweet 

sixteen. 1 1 
; PHOTO: Innocent Victim, fu! AIDS baby under treatment at a Zambian 

orphanage. Children often inherit the diEease at birlh.; GRl\P~~JC: \::hartS:1 ; 

GRAPHIC: The Orphans of AIDS; GRJ\?HlC: J\ Plasue ..... i'E;c~:i}~ ::ountri~·;;: .::-;J.=J\1 d.:<": i'ht:' 



Patterns of Death; GRAPHIC: The Cost of AIDS; GRAPHIC: (Graphics omitted) 
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BODY: 

By now anyone who's paying attention to campaign 2000 knows of the two 
letters Sen. John r-1cCain wrote to the FCC on behalf of a campaign contributor. 

It made the front page of many major nev.rspape:::::-s, led many newscasts and even go 

its own 11 Nightline" show. But how many know of a book -- The Buying of the 
President 2000 -- that was released at the same time by the Center for Public 
Integrity? Charles Lewis, the center's executive director and former "60 
Minutes" producer, together with 24 researchers and editors, has written the 
ultimate guide to the corruption of American politics. But it grabbed no 
front-page headlines, led no newscasts and was not deemed worthy of its own 
"Nightline" episode. 

Lewis and the CPI reveal the "career patrons" and longtime contributors 
behind all the major White House contenders. 

Let's take the Big Four. The book traces Vice President Al Gore's involvemen 
t 
with Occidental Petroleum back to his father's relationship with Armand Hammer, 

11·who used to say that he had Gore Sr. ln my back pocket." In fact, when Gore th 
e 
elder left the Senate in 1970, he was hired by Hammer Ear S 500, a 
year while the vice president has been the beneficiary of campaign 
contributions, trips on the corporate jet and$ 20,000 a year from a land deal 

brokered between his father and Hammer. But largess is a two-way street. In 199 
7 
the government sold 47,000 acres of federal property in Bakersfield, Calif., to 

Occidental, tripling its oil reserves overnight. 

George W. Bush also has had a strangely enchanting effect on corporate 
titans, chief among them Richard Rainwater, a financier from Fort Worth and 
founder of Columbia/HCA, the nation's largest for-profit hospital chain. It was 

Rainwater who orchestrated the Texas Rangers stadium deal that scored Bush a 
cool $ 15 million -- and his much-touted business success. Of course, one good 

deed deserves another, and in 1995 Texas Gov. Bush vetoed a Patient Protection 

Act. that had Deen fiercely opposed by Columb:..a/~{C.l\.. ~::2'--L~C pr-:> que or 
quasi-coincidence? 

Bill Bradley's major career patrons are found mostly in Wall Street 
firms -- but also in the big chemical companies. In return, Bradley introduced 

from 1986 to 1996 45 bills designed to benefit the chemical industry with tax 
credits and tariff exemptions -- even for highly toxic pesticides. 
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As for John McCain, according to Lewis and company, he has found many close 



friends -- and sources of large contributions -- among the major 
telecommunications companies, which stand to benefit if the Internet Regulatory 

Freedom Act he introduced becomes laH. 

To get the full chilling picture of the buying of the presidency, you'll hav 
e 
to read the book. Because you are not likely to hear a lot more about it from 
the media. They're looking for a juicy story line. The fundamental, systemic 
corruption of our politics is far too all-consuming to fit the media's ethic of 

politics as entertainment. In the melodramatic narrative that the media call 
campaign coverage, McCain was due for a fall. Build him up. Tear him down. Put 

him out of his misery. See ya next week. Besides, the FCC letters made for good 

TV: short, simple~ seemingly sinister, with a built-in "Gotcha!" grabber. 

McCain is fighting back by releasing more than 500 letters he has sent to 
federal agencies -- some involving campaign contributors, some not. "If people 

view them in their entirety," he says, "they will see that I have acted on one 

fundamental principle: to protect the consumer." 

But there is no doubt that the consumers who contribute are more likely to 
have access to the senator and his colleagues and therefore more likely to have 

them act on their behalf. It is easy to criticize McCain for not being as pure 

as his campaign rhetoric. The hypocrisy cudgel is one the media are particularl 
y 
adept at wielding. &~d McCain clearly has given them an enticing target to swin 
g 
at. 

So where do we go from here? The chances of McCain beating Bush always have 

been slim. Let •s say the media succeed at stopping any momentum f.1cCain has been 

building _in New Hampshire. Come March, we'll be left v.;ith Bush vs. Gore, as 
expected; The Buying of the President 2000 gathering dust on the remainders 
pile, and the issue of political corruption that, as McCain keeps repeating, 
"taints us all" relegated to the alternative weeklies. 

Bush misses no opportunity to smugly scold McCain for backing a 
campaign-finance bill that "Al Gore is applauding," while Gore, between claps, 

has done his best to avoid the issue. Indeed, when CPI asked to interview the 
vice president for the book, it received a letter from a campaign lawyer 
questioning the legality of a tax-exempt group conducting such an interview. 

So apparently there is a controlling legal authority when it comes to 
investigating corruption, but not when it comes to participating in it. 

E-mail: arianna@ariannaonline.com 
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Right before Christmas, George W. Bush vJas asked about a recent. federal 

report that 5 percent of Texas households had suffered from hunger from 1996 
through 1998. "Where?," Bush wanted to know, adding, "YOU 1 d think the governor 

mailto:arianna@ariannaonline.com


would have heard if there are pockets of hunger in Texas." 

Yes, you would. He then effectively issued a challenge: Show me the hungry. 

"I would like for the Department of Agriculture to show us who, where are they, 

and we'll respond." Whether he meant with a sandwich or a press release was lef 
t 
unclear. 

There has been a tidal wave of re.1 1gious po.st.uring in Campai9;, The: 

problem is that these pious protestations do not seem Lo extend wha~ ts at 
the heart of the Bible: tending to the poor. Indeed, what made Bush's remarks 

so chilling is that he articulated the entire political class's response to 
America's poor: Where are they? They don't show up on our donor lists. 

The attempt by the Democratic National Committee and local Texas Democrats t 

0 

make political capital out of Bush's comments is another example of how much 
easier our leaders find it to exploit suffering than to attempt to reduce it. 
Not only have both parties ignored the poor during our much- touted prosperity 

but now one party is using them as a cudgel against the other. 

While the governor was catching up on his state's poverty stats and the DNC 

was promptly blast-faxing his incredulous remarks, I was reading the galleys of 

11 Faith Works," a remarkable book by the Rev. Jim WalLis, to be pubi.ished in 
March. In it, \Vallis, a preacher-activist and leader of Call to Renev.1al, a 
national movement to overcome poverty, identifies three kinds of poverty: 
material, spiritual and civic. 

The partisan sniping about the existence of material poverty was evidence of 

the civic poverty that has overrun our country. "Aiming either at the stock 
brokers or the soccer moms,u -writes Wallis, "neither political party has talked 

about poor and left-out people for a very long time." 

Throughout the book, Wallis stresses how our perceptions are shaped by our 
different vantage points. He writes of finding himself in homeless shelters, 
poor shanty towns, and the insides of assorted jail cells where he's been sent 

"probably 20 times by now for various vigils, marches and peaceful actions of 
nonviolent civil disobedience. I've noticed how different the world looks from 

those places." Clearly very different than it looks from the corridors of power 

in Washington, D.C. or Austin, Texas. "Bush knows where the fund-raisers 
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are," ~Vallis told me. "He knows where the middle- class voters are -- but he 
doesn't know where the poor are." 

Yet Bush chose Jesus as the political philosopher who most influenced him. 
That was the same Jesus who, in the 25th chapter of Matthew's Gospel, so 
identified himself with the poor and the outcast that he admonished his 
disciples, as Wallis puts it, that tO serve them was to serve him, and to11 

ignore them was, indeed, to ignore him. 11 

How insulated have we become against any contact with poor people that the 
Republican front-runner needs the Department of Agriculture to find them for 
him? ~~d before any more Democrats mount their moral high-horse, they should 
review the photo ops provided by the First Family at Christmastime: the 
president shopping with Chelsea; the first couple arriving for Christmas Eve 
dinner at the home of Vernon :Jordan; and the White House Christmas dinner menu 

proudly displayed upon our TV screens. (It culminated in seven desserts, 
including "Chocolate Cake with White Icing" and "Pumpkin Pie with Glazed 
Ginger".) 

Yes, the president did make the obligatory stop at a soup kitchen earlier in 

the week, but the triptych of Christmas images that stayed with us was: 
shopping, celebrating with power-brokers and culinary overkill. In the midst o 
f 
such civic poverty, it is not surprising that our political elite has forgotten 



the 20 percent of our fellow citizens -- 15 million children among them -- left 

out of the booming economy. 

While in theological seminary, Wallis sought to ident-ify every mention ot th 
e 
poor in the Bible. He found that it was the second most prominent theme in the 

Hebrew scriptures, idolatry being the first. As we're finding out, the worship 

of material objects and the neglect of the poor tend to go hand in hand. 

In the New Testament, the subject of poverty and the responsibilities of 
wealth is found in one out of every 10 verses in the first three Gospels, and i 
n 
one out of seven verses in the Gospel of Luke. To drive his point home when he 

preached, Wallis often used a Bible from which every reference to poverty had 
been cut out. "The Prophets were decimated," he writes, "the Psa1ms dc-;;::;~~cnyed, 

the Gospels ripped to shreds, and the Epistles turned to taLte1·ed :aJS. i'hc 
Bible was full of holes." 

And so is the rhetoric of many born-again politiciar:.s \·lho profess Christ as 

their savior but spend more energy inveighing on the benefits of abolishing 
estate taxes and the evils of homosexuality {about which, incidentally, Jesus 
had nothing to say) than about the overwhelming biblical insistence on expandin 
g 
our circle of concern to include "the least among us." 

Al Gore tells us that he often asks himself "What would Jesus do?" If George 

w. Bush asks the same question, he won't need the Department of Agriculture to 

provide the answer. 

Huffington can be reached via e-mail at arianna@ariannaonline.com 
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BODY: 
When President Clinton delivers his last State of the Union 

speech this month, presents his final spending blueprint to 
Congress in February, and flies aboard Air Force One on the 
year's farewell world tour, he will be able to turn to a small, 
practiced cadre of White House aides who were with him in year 
one and who will help him turn out the lights at the end of year 
eight. 

For a two- term Democrat ·.,.;ho had to learn about governing 
in Washington, who repeatedly clashed with a Republican­
controlled Congress, v.;as impeached and then acquitted, and fought 
a nail-biting, 78-·day air war in the Balk.ans-the idea that the 
remaining staff aren't all sand-ins from some temp agency seems 
somehow remarkable. After al , Clinton is on his sixth White 
House counsel, his fourth ch ef of staff, his third press 
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secretary, and at least his second pollster. 

The political staffers who have stuck it out for two 
terms-without brief sanity interludes at universities or other 
rest stops-probably number upwards of a dozen. They endure 
because of personal relationships with the Clintons or the Gores, 
or because they love being responsible for policy development, or 
both. 

Clinton's long-haul Oval Office team, including Director 
of Operations Nancy Hernreich and personal secretary Betty 
Currie, went through uncomfortable times during Independent 
Counsel Kenneth W. Starr's investigation of the president. But 
they \Vent back to work. Bruce R. Lindsey, Clinton's trusted 
counselor from Arkansas who had his own run-ins with the Justice 
Department, independent counsels, and Congress, will probably 
finish the \'l'hite House roller coaster as he began .it, by the s~_de 

of his friend. But his marriage broke up aJ.ong the v,ray. National 
Security Adviser Samuel R. "Sandy" Berger says flatly that "you 
could not do this job without a spouse who was both tolerant and 
shared some sense of purpose." And after eight years, he talks 
about his hopes of retrieving the many friendships he placed "in 
escrow. n 

Some who've stayed from beginning to end would have 
departed if they had not won promotions, new assignments, or had 
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simply been swept along, never finding a tidy jumping off poi_nt:. 
National economic adviser Gene B. Sper1 i.ng, Bc:~~?C-:>~, and dor;·,est i c 
policy adviser Bruce N. Reed were all policy deput~es who 
prepared for years for the top jobs. It is unljkely ~hat a~y G! 
the three would still be at the 'v-Jhite House had rhey no:-_ gotLc:-: 
the promotions. As Sperling says, 11 When you're in that position 
where you know the president has a lot of different choices and 
pressures, and he goes with you, you don't forget it." 

What follows is a closer look at a few senior staff 
members who arrived at the White House in 1993 and plan to help 
Clinton fold his tent at the end: 
Samuel R. "Sandy" Berger 
The president's national security adviser has a little clock on 
his desk that counts down the number of days remaining in 
Clinton's presidency. On the December afternoon Berger spoke with 
National Journal, he worked the number into his first sentence: 
"387 days left." As he said it, he sounded like a man who 
relished the voyage but will be happy to reach the dock. 

With vigor, Berger ticked off a "very ambitious agenda 
for the next 12 months.'' He mentioned Clinton's hopes for Middle 
East peace, an administration campaign to persuade Congress to 
approve China's entrance into the World Trade Organization, a 
possible visit to South Asia ("the first time in 25 years for an 
American president"), and continued vigilance in the Balkans. But 
as Berger-who begins his eighth year at the National Security 
Council-knows well, it is the unscripted world events that often 
give the job its drama. Just hours later, this former trade 
attorney unexpectedly learned he could add another must-watch 
item to the president's list: the transition in leadership from 
Russia's first democratically elected leader, Boris Yeltsin, to a 
successor. 

"This is an unrelenting job. This never ends," Berger 
explains after he pays homage to his indulgent wife, Susan, and 
three children. "I won't miss the phone ringing at 3 a.m.," which 
happens regularly, as it did when staff at the V.Jhj t.e House 
situation room alerted him to Yeltsin 1 s resi.gnat1on. Nonetheless, 
Berger, 54, declares his "a great job, 11 and talks about h1s 
reluctance to ponder with any specificity his life atter the job 
ends. "There are some very big things that the president can 
accomplish this year in the world, and there are bad things that 
can happen. I only know how to do this one way, which is total 
commitment. Pnd the point at which I start thinking beyond, about 
what's after this year ... I think is the reason to think about 
leaving." 

Berger began his journey with Bill Clinton, whom he has 
known since the 1972 McGovern campaign, as a political counselor­
a friend who urged the Arkansas governor to run for president. 
During the 1992 campaign, he was Clinton's senior foreign policy 
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adviser. When his friend took office, Berger became the national 
security deputy to Anthony Lake, his predecessor during Clinton's 
first term. He has held the top post since 1997. Being with 
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Clinton in the policy trenches since the '92 campaign gives 
Berger, and a few others at the VJhite House, including Reed and 
Sperling, "a greater sense of ownership of the enterprise," he 
explains, "and it's easier for us to measure what is 
accomplished." 

"Gene said that at the end of the eight years, if we're 
all still here, we'll give a party, and one of us will speak, one 
of us will applaud, and one of us will hold the camera," Berger 
jokes. "There will be no one else left." 
Bruce N. Reed 
11 1 love everything about my job, and I can't imagine ever having 
a better one," says Reed, who was Clinton's deputy campaign 
manager for policy in 1991 and 1992, his deputy assistant for 
domestic policy in the first term, and top domestic policy 
adviser since 1997. "A.r1d," he adds quickly, "there is a lot left 
to do, so I've never had any urge to leave. 

Before he worked with Clinton over a decade ago at the 
Democratic Leadership Council, Reed spent four years as an aide 
t.o Al Gore, including a stint as his chief speechwriter during 
Gore's failed 1988 bid for the presidency. "I'm every bit as 
devoted to him as I am to the president," he says. He does not 
rule out working for Gore, should he become president. Reed, 39, 
has enjoyed seeing policies he helped create become the laws of 
the land and the fabric of the Democratic Party. Other work 
simply pales in comparison. 

Reed, who is married and the father of two young 
children, has been the Sherpa for some of Clinton's more uphill 
legislative treks-gun control and anti-tobacco legislation, for 
instance. He has labored in policy areas that proved politically 
helpful to the New Democrat in the White House, such as 
"reinventing" and dovr,:sizing gover:1mcnt, re:,~ rmlng v;eJ fa-:-:e, and 
improving education. Reed is pragmatic. ''NoL Pvcrything has ~~ 00 
a two-year·· long legislative bat..L]_e that end:::: i;--1 .-::ta:er:v:~~-12," :~eed 

says. nwe try '-\.~· put as many points on the Oou.:.:·Q as \·.1E c:a:--:, ::1.:-:C: 

you don't win by taking every shot from outside the three-po:nt 
line." 

Unfinished business is much on Reed's mind as he ticks 
off his To Do list: 11 First to get as far as we possibly can on1 

education" with the reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. "And then, second, we still want to get 
something done on guns." And "third, a patients' bill of rights, 
which has a real chance of breaking through the stalemate," he 
says. 

"One of the blessings about policy jobs is that they 
never get old," Reed explains. "Our job is to come up with new 
ideas, and we'll quit when we run out of them, or at least we 
should. Y.Jha t has kept. us going the -.-;hol;:; t imc, v-;hat :nadc 
the Clinton presidency, was his contract with the voters. We <nadc 
a lot of promises in 1992, and we've been guided the whole time 
by our struggle to keep them." 
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Gene B. Sperling 
Ponder this: The president's national economic adviser (now the 
third and longest-serving director of Clinton's creation, the 
National Economic Council) was a 33-year-old stranger to the 
Arkansas governor when he was recruited to help Bill Clinton 
devise a national economic plan. He is now a much older 41, and 
the campaign plan he helped author so long ago contributed to the 
staggeringly good economy. For Sperling, it has been a 
satisfying, life-changing experience, and when he says that his 
is the best public service job he could imagine, it is not iust 
\Vashington spin. 

There is little in the way of po1icy that doesn't filter 
through the National Economic Council. It it touches on the 
budget, trade, taxes, jobs, business, the economy, Lhe markets-

Pi'.GE 
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and what doesn't?-Sperling has an interest. He functions as both 
a backroom player (a liaison to Capitol Hill Republicans, on 
occasion) and as a front man-for instance, serving as one of two 
trade negotiators for the president late last year in Beijing. He 
has a policy wonk's brain and a politician's instincts for 
maneuvering for advantage. He also knows how to sell the 
president's agenda. 

His 18- and 20-hour workdays, which helped define his 
public persona during his first-term stretch, are rarer now, but 
to say that Sperling, a bachelor, is engaged in his work is an 
understatement. He points out, rightly, that no one at the White 
House went into the Clinton experience expecting to be consumed 
by it, sometimes to the detriment of relationships: "You think 
it's maybe for a campaign; you excuse it because there's a huge 
budget fight, and then a health care fight, and then a government 
shutdoi-vTI, and then a new elcctior:, and then it's your first year 
as NEC director, and the next thing you know, six or seven years 
have gone by." 

These days, frustrated by the media's devotion to his 
image as a drone, Sperling would much prefer to talk about his 
work ethic than his work habits. His job, he says, "is about 
fulfilling the best objective, which is using your position 
around the table to fight for the interests of those who don't 
have the political or economic power to be around the table." 

Sperling learned early that one forceful aide can hatch 
an idea, find some key proponents, and then use the annual budget 
negotiations to infuse that idea with enough federal money to 
swiftly alter the lives of economically disadvantaged people. 
Sperling touts several funding successes-for Head Start, for 
community empow·erment zones, for Clinton's efforts to improve 
technology literacy education, for programs to help third-graders 
learn hov.; to read, and for the creation of the "Gear Up" program 
to let colleges "adopt" students in the sixth and seventh grades 
and stick with them through college. 

Sperling concludes: "When you think about all the 
different things you can do on the outside, and all the articles 
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you could try to write, one person (in the White House) can have 
an amazing opportunity to have an impact, that, while below the 
headlines, really matters in people's lives." 
Melanne s. Verveer 
Hillary Rodham Clinton's chief of staff has been an advocate for 
liberal policy and political causes both in and out of government 
all of her v.;orking life ..D.ccepting her job was an ea.sy decision 
after helping her longtime friends, Bill and Hilla~y ClinLon. 
return Democt~atic ideals to Lhe White 1--lou.se :n i'JS'3. 1\f-ter 
·~·larking with the '92 campaign, Verv-ee;~ s.igr:ed l.-'-P as the -jepuL~~· 

Mrs. Clinton's first-term chief of staff, Maggie Williams. 
Although many in Hillaryland {as Mrs. Clinton's White House team 
came to be known) opted to depart after the first term, Verveer 
hung in. She has been a cheerful protector of the first lady's 
interests and her image through the best of times, and the worst. 

Part of the explanation is loyalty: Verveer, 55, and her 
lawyer husband, Phil Verveer, attended Georgetown University with 
Bill Clinton in the 1960s. Phil Verveer was president of the 
junior class when Bill Clinton became freshman class president. 
When Hillary Rodham came on the scene a few years later, the two 
couples maintained a bond. 

Now that Mrs. Clinton is a nearly full-time candidate for 
the Senate in New York and has officially decamped to the 
Clintons 1 new Empire State residence, Verveer, the mCJt.her of 
three grown children, holds down the fort for an absentee firs-::. 
lady. She probably has more influence than ever over a staff of 
15 to 20 people and all the labors that remain. 

The policy goals for 2000, as Verveer describes them, 
sound familiar: child care, health care, education, Social 
Security, Medicare. What really engages Verveer in conversation, 
however, are projects in the international arena: the global 
effort to give women nvital Voices" in democracy; Hillary 
Clinton's campaign for "microcredit" lending to women; 
international family planning concerns; the importance of girls' 
education; and international health priorities, such as fighting 
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malaria and AIDS. 

Verveer credits her longevity in the White House to the 
importance of the problems the admini tration is trying to 
tackle, and their variety. She also c tes the esprit de corps 
among a mostly female staff who are h ghly motivated and 
committed. "fuld," she adds, "my personal coli1mitment to Mrs. 
Clinton." 

That commitment-take note-\..rill not extend to the Senate, 
should Mrs. Clinton \.,·in her race this fall. Eight years at 
Hillary's right hand is enough, and having once been an aide to 
merr~ers of both the House and Senate, Verveer has no ambitions to 
return to that environment. "I think she knows that we have to 
part. If she's elected to the Senate, I don't intend to be on the 
Hill, and I don't know what she will do otherwise," Verveer says. 
"But I anticipate that I will be occupying myself with some of 
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the same kinds of issues I've worked on for a couple of decades, 
plus." 
Leon S. Fuerth 
The only thing that has ever seriously threatened the steadfast 
intentions of the vice president's national security adviser was 
a heart attack last March. "\•then I was being rolled into an 
emergency room on a gurney, I thought, 'This is going to be more 
complicated than usual, • " recalls Fuerth, 60, who recovered and 
dropped more than 40 pounds. And along the way, he said, he found 
more energy for the work that was already all-consuming. 

Good thing, because if Al Gore goes the distance this 
year, Fuerth is in line to be the next White House national 
security adviser. He has been what the vice president calls na 
partner" on foreign policy for nearly 20 years, beginning when 
Gore was a representative from Tennessee. Fuerth is a total­
immersion public servant who has achieved real foreign policy 
clout in the Clinton White House by virtue of his relationship 
with Gore, his intelligence and expertise, and his determination 
to serve up unsweetened advice. 

Direct, sometimes blunt, and disdainful of self­
promotion, he is not one to hedge. Fuerth-married for more than 
34 yea::_-s and the father of t1.vo sets of twin duughters··would 
alv;ays prefer to be right rather than elegant. "1've spent a 
lifetime getting to the point with people v;ho have little time to 
spare,n he notes. The president once autographed a photo for 
Fuerth that commended him for being the guy Clinton could always 
count on to "ask the unasked question." 

In Fuerth's mind, tending to four binational commissions, 
Caspian Sea oil pipelines, arms treaties, and myriad 
international threats is "a calling," not merely a job. Not being 
at the center of international intelligence information, events, 
and decision-making would be tough, although he concedes that 
"any job at this level has to be regarded as temporary.n 

11 For people like us, it engages our highest talents. It 
gives us a chance t.o do the best we're able to do, and it does 
that over and over again.," Fuert..h explains. "If I try to imagine 
other things, it • s much harder to imagine the same fit, (but) 
kno;.-J one thing: I will not leave here feeling that [ never 
had a chance to do my st:.uf [; I' .,__,c_ h?d t:-ta 1.• 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 


FROM: Tom Rosshirt 

RE: Arianna Huffington column 

DA: Wednesday, January 19, 2000 

Mike Feldman told me you were interested in a reaction to last week ,s 
Huffington column on AIDS. Here goes: 

The tone and content of the column are not surprising. She wrote a 
column last June that was the meanest, most personal piece written on your 
role in the South Africa trade issue. When The Weekly Standard later ran 
an editorial saying that the charges against you were "groundless and 
grotesque," and that "Al Gore is doing the right and honorable thing," 
Huffington called up the editorial writer (he later told me) and hammered 
at him for an hour. Then she wrote an antagonistic letter to the editor. 

Jamie Love was the driving force behind both columns. Jamie, you ,ll 
remember, is the Ralph Nader associate; intellectual property rights 
lawyer; consultant to the South African government; and self-proclaimed 
"orchestrator" of the protests of last summer. The difference between 
Jamie and Arianna, is that Jamie has moved away from the charges that you 
did the bidding of the drug companies. Now, he seems to be taking the 
predictable (and less personal) line that more ought to be done. 

Arianna, on the other hand, is making this personal -- repeating all the 
discredited charges of the past, with some new and obvious errors. (The 
drug companies are not pressing their suit, despite what she says; they 
have dropped it, under the face-saving cover of South Africa ,s decision to 
review the Medicines Act -- albeit for an issue unrelated to compulsory 
licensing and parallel importing.) 

And Arianna has been sloppy before in her eagerness to attack you. In 
her earlier column she slammed you and the Administration for supporting 
the African Growth and opportunity Act. (She was acting at the behest of 
Jesse Jr.) She had no idea that the African Diplomatic Corps was 
unanimously in favor of it, and that all the African Ambassadors held a 
National Press Club press conference to show their support for the bill. 
(That was the July 2 press conference where Ambassador Sissulu of South 
Africa said: ''I want to state categorically that Vice President Gore has 
not put pressure, has not given notice to put sanctions, on South .;;frica 
on this matter.") 

Not surprisingly, Huffington ,s concern over the AIDS epidemic appears 
newly found. After she blistered you in her column of last year, I ran a 
Lexis search and found not a single article or column showing she had ever 
previously expressed any interest or concern over AIDS in Africa or 
anywhere else. She has found the crisis a convenient excuse to attack 
you. 
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I do have off-the-record materials (internal memos, etc.) that prove your 
positive role in the South Africa trade issue. And I have used them 
repeatedly to set the record straight with other reporters. But I have 
not sat down with her because I don ,t think it would help, and might even 
hurt. (She writes about the documents, Ralph Nader ,s people scream for 
them, etc.) 

I could call her again. Make nice. Repeat our side of things. Fax a 
packet of clips that make it clear you opposed drug company efforts to 
impose trade sanctions on South Africa. That you took the lead (a year 
before the protestors appeared) in making sure the U.S. takes health 
crises into account when applying U.S. trade policy. That your initiative 
shaped the basis for our September understanding with South Africa, and 
for the President ,s announcement in December that extended this approach 
to other nations. But I ,m afraid she could find in all that a reason to 
write another negative column. ("VP ,s office won ,t quit spinning ... ") 

I will, however, call Jamie Love (who is much smarter and more rational 
that Arianna) and tell him he has an obligation if he ,s going to use 
Huffington as a channel, to set her straight on the drug company 
nonsense. 

f'Jeanwhile, you should know that Eric Sawyer, a founder of .".CT-UP New York 
and one of our chief tormentors of last summer, is strongly and publicly 
in your camp now. I talked to him before your i.JN speech to get his views 
on what you might emphasize. He was delighted to be consulted (most all 
of his suggestions were already in your draft) , and he was on CNN the day 
of the event praising you and saying "Bradley has refused to meet with 
us. 11 

Eric was also in this week ,s TINE magazine: 

"He is showing Presidential-quality leadership," said Eric Sawyer, a 
founder of ACT UP in New York. "Compared to the other candidates, he is 
doing all the right things." 

You should take some satisfaction from that. In the face of these 
protests, it would have been very easy for you to abandon the issue, and 
avoid giving people like Buffington another news hook for their attacks. 
Instead, you had the guts to keep up your work, do a lot of good, and even 
turn some people around. The two $100 million announcements have helped 
reverse the impression created by the protestors, even if some stubborn 
people persist. .".TTd let ,s not forget that Buffington ,s credibility is 
microscopic -- especially among people who care about AIDS in Africa. 

For now, I plan to keep cultivating Eric Sawyer, ask Jamie Love to 
keep to the facts, and avoid contact with Buffington, who I think -- on 
this subject, at least -- is poisonous and unpersuadable. If you want me 
to proceed any differently, please let me know. ==================== ATTACHMENT 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 


FROM: Tom Rosshirt 

RE: Arianna Buffington column 

DA: Wednesday, January 19. 2000 

Mike Feldman told me you were interested in a reaction to last week's Buffington 
column on AIDS. Here goes: 

The tone and content of the column are not surprising. She wrote a column last June that 
was the meanest, most personal piece written on your role in the South Africa trade issue. When 
The Weekly Standard later ran an editorial saying that the charges against you were "groundless 
and grotesque," and that "AI Gore is doing the right and honorable thing," Buffington called up 
the editorial wTiter (he later told me) and hammered at him for an hour. Then she wrote an 
antagonistic letter to the editor. 

Jamie Love was the driving force behind both columns. Jamie, you'll remember, is the 
Ralph Nader associate; intellectual property rights lawyer; consultant to the South African 
government; and self-proclaimed "orchestrator" of the protests oflast summer. The difference 
between Jamie and Arianna, is that Jamie has moved away from the charges that you did the 
bidding of the drug companies. Now, he seems to be taking the predictable (and less personal) 
line that more ought to be done. 

Arianna, on the other hand, is making this personal -- repeating all the discredited charges 
of the past, with some new and obvious errors. (The drug companies are not pressing their suit 
despite what she says; they have dropped it under the face-saving cover of South Africa's 
decision to review the Medicines Act- albeit for an issue unrelated to compulsory licensing and 
parallel importing.) 

And Arianna has been sloppy before in her eagerness to attack you. In her earlier column 
she slammed you and the Administration for supporting the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act. (She was acting at the behest of Jesse Jr.) She had no idea that the African Diplomatic 
Corps was unanimously in favor of it, and that all the African Ambassadors held a National Press 
Club press conference to show their support for the bill. (That was the July- 2 press conference 
where Ambassador Sissulu of South Africa said: .. I want to state categorically that Vice 
President Gore has not put pressure. has not given notice to put sanctions. on South Africa on 
this matter.,.) 

Not surprisingly, Buffington's concern over the AIDS epidemic appears newly found. 
After she blistered you in her column of last year, I ran aLexis search and found not a single 
article or column showing she had ever previously expressed any interest or concern over AIDS 
in Africa or anywhere else. She has found the crisis a convenient excuse to attack you. 



I do have off-the-record materials (internal memos, etc.) that prove your positive role in 
the South Africa trade issue. And I have used them repeatedly to set the record straight with 
other reporters. But I have not sat down with her because I don't think it would help, and might 
even hmi. (She writes about the documents, Ralph Nader's people scream for them, etc.) 

I could call her again. Make nice. Repeat our side of things. Fax a packet of clips that 
make it clear you opposed drug company efforts to impose trade sanctions on South Africa. 
That you took the lead (a year before the protestors appeared) in making sure the U.S. takes 
health crises into account when applying U.S. trade policy. That your initiative shaped the basis 
for our September understanding with South Africa, and for the President's announcement in 
December that extended this approach to other nations. But I'm afraid she could find in all that 
a reason to vvrite another negative column. (''VP's office won't quit spinning ... ") 

I will, however, call Jamie Love (who is much smarter and more rational that Arianna) 
and tell him he has an obligation if he's going to use Huffington as a channel, to set her straight 
on the drug company nonsense. 

Meanwhile, you should know that Eric Sawyer, a founder of ACT -UP New York and one 
of our chief tormentors oflast summer, is strongly and publicly in your camp now. I talked to 
him before your UN speech to get his views on what you might emphasize. He was delighted to 
be consulted (most all of his suggestions were already in your draft). and he was on CNN the day 
of the event praising you and saying ·'Bradley has refused to meet with us:· 

Eric was also in this week's TIME magazine: 

"He is showing Presidential-quality leadership," said Eric Sawyer, a founder ofACT UP 
in New York. "Compared to the other candidates, he is doing all the right things." 

You should take some satisfaction from that. In the face of these protests, it would have 
been very easy for you to abandon the issue, and avoid giving people like Huffington another 
news hook for their attacks. Instead, you had the guts to keep up your work, do a lot of good, 
and even tum some people around. The two $100 million announcements have helped reverse 
the impression created by the protestors, even if some stubborn people persist. And let's not 
forget that Huffington's credibility is microscopic- especially among people who care about 
AIDS in Africa. 

For now, I plan to keep cultivating Eric Sawyer, ask Jamie Love to keep to the facts, and 
avoid contact with Huffington, who I think- on this subject, at least- is poisonous and 
unpersuadable. If you want me to proceed any differently, please let me know. 
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