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ldeals IS the mission that created our Nation. It is the honorable
~achievement of our fathers. Now it is the urgent requirement of our nat|on S
! securlty, and the calling of our time.

Soitis the policy of the United. States to seek and support the growth
_of democratic movements and institutions in every nat|on and culture with
‘the ultlmate goaI of end|ng tyranny in our worId

Th|s is not prlmarlly the task of arms, though we will defend ourseres
and our friends by force of arms when necessary. Freedom, by its nature,
must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law -

- and the protection of minorities. And when the soul of a nation finally

speaks, the institutions that arise may ;r_eflect customs and traditions very
different from our own. America will not impose our own style of
.government on the unwilling. Our goal instead is to help others find therr
own vorce atta|n their own freedom, and make their own way..

B The great objective of ending tyranny is the concentrated work of
_generatlons The difficulty of the task is no excuse for avoiding it.
America’s influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed
America’s influence is consrderable and we WI|| use it confldently in

. freedom’s cause.

My most solemn duty is to protect this nation and its people against |
further attacks and emerging threats. Some have unW|sely chosen to test |
Amerlca s resolve, and have found it firm. :

We will persrstently clarlfy the choice before every ruler and every
natron The moral choice between oppression, which is always wrong, and
freedom, which is eternally right. America will not pretend that jailed
dissidents prefer their chains, or that women welcome humiliation and
servitude, or that-any human being aspires to live at the mercy of bullies.

~We will encourage reform in other governments by making clear that

~_“success in our relations will require the decent treatment of their own

people. America’s belief in human dignity will guide our policies, yet rights -

-~ must be more than the grudging concessions of dictators; they are secured
by free dlssent and the participation of the governed. In the long run, there

is no justice without freedom, and there can be no human rlghts wrthout

. humanlberty




- Some, | know, have questloned the gIobaI appeaI of ||berty - though
~ this time in history, four decades defined by the swiftest advance of
freedom ever seen, is an odd time for doubt. Americans, of all people,
~ should never be surprised by the power of our ideals. Eventually, the oall ‘
of freedom comes to every mind and every soul. We do notacceptthe
“existence of permanent tyranny because we do not accept the pOSSIbIlIty of
permanent slavery Liberty will come to those who love it. :

Today, America speaks anew to the peoples of the.world:
All who live in tyranny and hopeIessne.ss can know: » the United States
will not ignore your oppression, or excuse your oppressors When you

- stand for you liberty, we w1II stand w1th you.

N Demooratlo reformers facing repress|on prrson or exile can know
- Amerloa sees you for who you are: the future Ieaders of your free country

“The rulers of outlaw reg|mes can know that we st||I belleve as : |
- Abraham Lincoln did: “Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for
, themseres and, under the rule of a jUSt God cannot |ong retain it.”,

The Ieaders of governments with long habits of oontroI need to know:

To serve your people you must learn to trust them. Start on this journey of -

progress and justice, and Amerloa will walk at your side. .

- And aI| the allies of the United States can know: we honor your
friendship, we rely on your counsel, and we depend on your help Division
‘among free nations is a primary goal of freedom’s enemies. The concerted
- effort of free nat|ons to promote democracy is a preIude to our enem|es
defeat. :

Today, | also speak anew to my feIIow oltlzens

From aII of you | have asked patienoe in'the hard task of securing
America, which you have granted in good measure.  Our country has
accepted obligations that are difficult to fulfill, and would be dishonorable to
abandon. Yet because we have acted in the great liberating tradition of this -
nation, tens of millions have achieved their freedom. And as hope kindles
hope, millions more will find it. By our efforts, we have lit a fire as well —a




~fire in the minds of men. It warms those who feel its power, it burns those
who fight its progress, and one day this untamed fire of freedom will reach
-the darkest corners of our world.

| A few Americans have accepted the hardest duties in this cause — in

the quiet work of intelligence and diplomacy ... the idealistic work of helping

raise up free governments ... the dangerous and necessary work of fighting

~ our enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our country in deaths

~that honored their whole lives — and we will always honor their names and
their sacrlflce . -

All Amerlcans have witnessed this idealism, and some for the first
time. | ask our youngest citizens to believe the evidence of your eyes.. You

have seen duty and allegiance in the determined faces of our soldiers. You L

have seen that life is fragile, and evil is real, and courage triumphs. Make

“the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourself —
~and in your days you wnII add notJust to the wealth of our country, but to |ts ‘
character . . . w :

Amenca has need of idealism and courage, because we have
essential work at home — the unfinished work of American freedom. Ina-
world moving toward liberty, we are determmed to show the meanlng and
promlse of liberty. - . :

In Amerlca s ideal of freedom, citizens find the dignity and securlty of -
economic independence, instead of laboring on the edge of subsistence.
This is the broader definition of liberty that motivated the Homestead Act,
the Social Security Act, and the G.1. Bill of Rights. And now we will extend

thi_s vision by reforming great institutions to serve the needs of our time. To - |

give every American a stake in the promise and future of our country, we
will bring the highest standards to our schools, and build an ownership
society. We will widen the ownership of homes and businesses, retirement
savings and health insurance — preparing our people for the: challenges of
~life in a free society. By making every citizen an agent of his or her own
destiny, we will give our fellow Americans greater freedom from want and
fear, and make our society more prosperous and just and equal.

In America’s ideal of freedom, the public’ interest depends on private

- character — on integrity, and tolerance toward others, and the rule of
conscience in our own lives. Self-government relies, in the end, on the

4




~ governing of the self. That edifice of character is built in families, supported
-~ by communities with standards, and sustained in our national life by the -
truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the Koran, and the
varied faiths of our people. Americans move forward in every generatlon
by reaffirming all that is good and true that came before — ideals of Justlce
and conduct that are the same yesterday, to’day,' and forever |

©In Amerlca s ideal of freedom the exerC|se of r|ghts is ennobled by
-service, and mercy, and a heart forthe weak, Liberty for all does not mean
independence from one another. Our nation relies on men and women
~ who look after a neighbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at |
- our best, value the life we see in one another, and must always remember
that even the unwanted have worth. And our country must abandon all the
habits of racism, because we cannot carry the message of freedom and the
baggage of b|gotry at the same time. ' . :

From the perspective of a smgle day, lncludlng th|s day of dedlcatlon
the issues and questions before our country are many. From the viewpoint |
of centuries, the questions that come to us are narrowed and few. Did our
~generation advance the cause of freedom? And dld our character: br|ng
© credit to that cause? P

- These questions that judge us also unite us, because Americans of
every party and background, Americans by choice and by birth, are bound
to one another in the cause of freedom. We have known divisions, which
‘must be healed to move forward in great purposes — and | will strive in -
~good faith to heal them. Yet those divisions do not define America. We felt -
the unity and fellowship of our nation when freedom came under attack,
- and our response came like a single hand over a single heart. And we can
feel that same unity and pride whenever America acts for good, and the
victims of disaster are glven hope, and the unjust encounterJustlce and the
captlves are set free.

We go forward with complete confldence in the eventual trlumph of -
freedom. Not because history runs on the wheels of inevitability; itis
human choices that move events. Not because we consider ourselves a
chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills. We have confidence
because freedom is the permanent hope of mankind, the hunger in dark
places, the longing of the soul. When our Founders declared a new order -
of the ages; when soldiers died in wave upon wave for a union based on



Ilberty, when CItlzens marched in peaceful outrage under the banner : o
- “Freedom Now” — they were acting on an ancient hope that is meant to be
fulfilled. History has an ebb and flow of justice; but history also hasa =
visible d|rect|on set by Ilberty and the Author of leerty ’

When the Declaratlon of lndependence was first read in public and
the Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang as if it~
meant something.” In our time it means something still. America, in this
young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to all the
inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our strength — tested, but not weary — we
are ready for the greatest achlevements in the hlstory of freedom ‘

_ May God bless you, and may He watch over the Un|ted States of ;;1. o

“America.
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On this day, prescribed by law and

marked by ceremony, we celebrate the

durable wisdom of our Constitution, and

recall the deepcommiments that unite our

00unt-r I am grat fuI for the honor of_t_t!s

hour ‘mindful of the Conseguentlal times in
'whlch we Ilye and determlned to fqu|II the ]

oath that I have sworn and you have

-—w—m

withessed.
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- Atthis o our duties are

CEEETETRR

efined not by the words | l'J_S_?' but by the

history we “ For a half

[ ] Gy

century, America defended our own
ERERETREY SRR

freedom by standing watch on distant

borders. / After the shiEwreck of
communism came years of relative quiet,

* years of repose, years of sabbatical — and

then there came a day of fire.

SUB
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We have seen our vulnerability — and

we have seen its o Foras

long _as whole regions of the worId simmer

1in resent and txranny - prone to
|deolog|es that feed hatred and excuse

murder— VIoIence WI|| gather and multlply ‘

in 0 cross the most

defended b“orders,» and raise a mortal

| threat;*
G
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There is only one force of history that can

* break the reign of hatred and resentment,

and o retensions of ’mnts, and

rewardthe o of the decent and

~ tolerant, and that is the force ofhuman

| freedom.
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~ We are led, by events and common

sense, 1o one conclusion: The survival of

liberty in our land ... increasingly depends

on the success of Iibertv in other lands.

| The best hoEe for e_ce in our world IS he

expansmnofreedom in all the world



~ America’s vital interests and our
dee ‘- A ay |

of our Founding, we |

sroclaimed that :
m |

~every man and woman on this earth has

riguil:&_and dignity, and matchless ue., -

the image of the Maker 2

ofHeaven‘ and earth. =




Across the generations we have,

government, because

the imperative of seIf—
w ‘ L]

no one is fit to be amaster and no one

deservesobeaslave l Advancmg these |

|deals>=|s the m|SS|onthat c»reated‘ four |

Nation\ It IS the honorable achlevement of

our fathers( Now |t |s the urgent

w

| reqwrement of ournatlons securlty, and

- the calling of our time.

- guB
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So it is the policy of the United States to

* seek and support the growth of democratic

movements and institutions in every nation

" and culture, with the ultimate goal of ending

- tyranny in our world.
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though we will defend ourselves and our
friends by force of arms when necessary.

o il

 and defended by ditizens, and sustained by

~ the rI,»W]an’d .. of

minorities.
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And when the soul of a natl

L
s

'speaks, the institutions that arise may

cEnmmemE 22020909092 (SNSRI

reflect customs and traditions very different

from our own(AmericawilI not impose our

oWn style the unwillinq.

Our goal instead is to help others find their

reedom, and
dom, ana

own voice, attain their own {
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The great objective of ending tyranny is
the concentrated wark of generations The |

avoiding it| America's influence is ot

| CRTRRRER

unlimited, but fortu nately for the oppressed,

GRS _

America’s influence is considerable, and we

will use it confidently in freedom’s cause.
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. 13 | |

ang emerging threats [ Some have unwisely

chosen to test America’s resolve, and have

13
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We will persistently clarify the choice

before every ruler and every nation: The

always wrong,
eterlht( Ami'-'l'l not pndthat ‘
 jailed dissidents préfer or that

women welcome humiliation and servitude,
~ or that any human being aspires to live at

the mercy of bullies.
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-o-- rm in other
| ot

‘We will encoul

, governments by maklng clear thatsuccess

in our relations erI o |

eoIe Amerlcas

dignity will o
policies, yet rlghts must be more than the |

grudglngconcesslons of d |Ctators th_Lare

secured by free d|ssent and the

| "oo In th_e_lg)ng

run, there | no JUSlce ), and

there can be no human rights without

human liberty.
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- Some, | know, have questioned the global,

[ Y

appeal ofllberty—though thls tlme in hlstory, -

w

~ four decades defined by the SW|ftest advance

m

of freedvom ever seen | |s an odd tlme for |

doubt. Amerlcans of all people should

never be surprlsed by the power of our

m

ideals /Eventually, the CaII of freedom Comes

onrmenrerd | 2 ST

Vto every mind and every soul /We do not

accept the existence of permanent tyranny

SN

because we do_not accept the possibility of

permanent slavery./ Liberty will come to

it

16+
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- Today, America speaks anew to the .

 All who live in tyranny and hopelessness
can know: the United States inore

your oppression, Or excuse your

op‘pressbrs./ When you stand for your

liberty, we will stand with you.

- JSuB
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| Democraticreormers facing repression,

prison, or exile can know Amerlca sees

" you for who you are th fuure leaders of

~your free country.

The rulers of outlaw regimes can know

 that we stil believe as Abraham Lincoln did:

“Those who deny freedom to others

deserve it not for themselves; and, under

18
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' The leaders of governments with long.

‘habits of control need to know: To serve

" your people you mustlearn to “

justice, and America will walk at your side.

19
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And all the allies of the United States

can know: we honor your friendship, we rely

on your counsel, and we dend on your
helgt Division among free nations is a
primary goal of freedom’s enemies(. The

concerted effort of to promote

democracy is a prelude to our enemies’

defeat.

ssEsrtion Copy — Cessge W, Hush Masdwditing
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citizens:
w

‘From all of you, | have asked patiencein

the hard/ta f.‘ig America, which

you have granted in good measurel Our
} country has accepted‘obllg athns t»hat are

DGR . R

difficult to fulfil, and would be dishonorable

21
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Yet because we have acted in the gre

G e [ R
|

- liberating tradition of this nation, tens of |

| miIIi_ons have dom.( And

it( By our efforts, we have lit a fire as well —

a fire in the minds of men. It warms those

who feellv its power. it burns those who fight

its progress. and one day this untamed fire

of freedom wiI'I reach the darkest corners of |

our world.
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- Afew Americans have accepted the

hardest duties in this cause — in the quiet -

work of intelligence and diplomacy ... the
idealistic work of helping raise up free
governments ... the dangerous and

k of fighting_ ‘ ies. /

Some have 'Sh-oh their devotion to our

' cou*nif‘y,i'n "de'a'th's._that honored their whole .

L

lives — and we will always honor their

names and their sacrifice.

23
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dealism, and some for the first timef | ask

~ our youngest citizens to believe the

evide’n’Ce of your eye{. You have seehv duty |

and allegiance in the determined faces of

our soldiers.

24
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You have seen tha‘lif is fragile, and evil is

real, and courage triumphs( Make the

choice to serve In a Cause Iarger than your o

wants, Iarger.than yourself— and*in your
m T L e R S e S [

days you wiII’ add not just to the wealth of

o.ur country, but toitraeter.

25
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‘courage, because we have essential work

at home — the unfinished work |
freedom In a world moving toward liberty,

we are determined to show the meaning.

“and promise of'_liberty.- L

O g A £ DT Mooy Bliimars oVl e A0
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" In America’s ideal of freedom, citizens
lThiS s the broader
definition of liberty that (otivated the

 Homestead Act, the ‘

‘and the G.l. Bill of Rights.

27



B 28
And now we will extend this vision by

reforming great institutions to sgrve the

To give every American

- country, we will bring the |

to our schools, and byild an ownership

- society.

28
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We wil widen the ownership of homes and
' retirement savings and health
foa, and make our soclety more
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In. of freedom, the ublic

inter o on pr| racter —on

~integrity, and t’OIerahcetoward others, and

| 'the rule of conscience i'n, our own lives. (’ |

‘ |n theend on the |

| governmgpflh_e_ Se',f-; |

30
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supported by commupities with gtandards,

| truths o Sinai nt,.

the words of the Karan, and the,varued

falthsofourpeopl{ Amerlcansrrlt_o_\‘/e

forward in every generatlon by rea|rm|ng |

all th

. and true that before -

desis of justce and tare'the

- same y,todax, and forever.
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In America’s ideal of freedom, the

exercise of rights is ennobled by service,

Liberty for all does not mean independence

from one“anOthe Our natlon relies on men

and women who Iookafteranelghbor and

surr_ound th‘e .Iost with love.
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Americans, at our best, value the life we

Se€ and must always
the because we canno

carry the message ’o,f freedom and the

baggage of bigotry at the same time.

33
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including this day of dedication, the issues
and questions before our country are many. ( :
~ From the viewpoint of centuries, the -
questions that arg narrowed
and feM Did our gene'ratiovn’ advance the

“cause of freedom?» (And did our character

bring credit to that cause? |

34
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us, because Americans of every party and
* background, choice and by
* birth, are bound to one another in

— and | will strive in good

faith to heal them.

35
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Yet those divisions do ,‘

m P R T I RN

We felt the unity and fellowship of our

| nationwhen reedom cameunderattack

and our response came like a smgle hand

over a smgle heartl And we can feel that
 same unity and pride whenever America
-acts for good, and the victims of disaster

justice, and the captives are set free.

36
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‘We go forward with complete

L s ) R

confidence in the eventual triumph of

N EEERETIR

freedom. nistory runs on the
| _\ { Not because we
consider ourselves a nation; God
moves and chooses ag He wills / We have

permanent hope of mankind, the hunger in

dark places, the longing of the soul

37
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of the ages; when soldiers died in wave
trage

when citizens marched in peaceful o

-- F —they

were acting on an ancient hope that is

meant to be History has an ebb
visible direction, set by liberty and the

Author of Liberty.

38
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 was first read in public and_the Liberty Bell

gd in celebration, a witness said,

| ‘It rang as |f |t meant somethmg (In

time it means something stil| America, i

this young century, proclaims liberty

th roughoutalltheworld “and |

mhabltants thereof Renewed in our

strength ~ tested, but not weary - wg e

ready for the greatest achievements i the

39
SuB
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May God bless you, and may He watch -

over the United States of America.






.' |deaIs is the m|ss|on that created our Nat|on It is the honorabIe L /
achievement of our fathers. Now itis the urgent requirement of our nation’s

- secur|ty, and the caII|ng of ourt|me _‘>

Solitis the policy of the Un|ted States to seek and support the growth
of democratlc movements and institutions in every nation and culture, with -
i 'the ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our world : g

This is not pr|mar|Iy the task of arms, though we will defend oUrseres

-' ‘and our friends by force of arms when necessary. Freedom, by its nature,
- must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law

and the protection of minorities. And when the soul of a nation finally.

. _speaks, the institutions that arise may reflect customs and trad|t|ons very

- different from our own. America will not impose our own style of -
. government on the unwilling. Our goal instead is to help others f|nd the|r

. own v0|ce attaln their own freedom and make the|r own- way

o The great obJectlve of end|ng tyranny is the: concentrated work of
_‘-generatlons The difficulty of the task is no excuse for avoiding it.

- America’s influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed,

- America’s influence is consrderable and we WI|| use |t conf|dentIy in.
' Hfreedom S cause. : : L :

_ My most soIemn duty is to protect this natlon and |ts peopIe agalnst ,
~further attacks and emerging threats.. Some have unwrsely chosen to test
: Amerlca s resoIve and have found it f|rm : : :

- We will pers|stentIy cIar|fy the choice before every ruler and every
nation: The moral choice between oppression, which is always wrong, and -
freedom, which is eternally right. America will not pretend that jailed
dissidents prefer their chains, or that women welcome humiliation and
servitude, or that any human being aSpires to live -at the ’mercy of'buIIies )

- We will encourage reformin other governments by maklng clear that C "

success in our relations will require the decent treatment of their own

_people. America’s belief in human dignity will guide our policies, yet rights

must be more than the grudging concessions of dictators; they are secured
by free dissent and the participation of the governed. Inthe long run, there

is no justice W|thout freedom and there can be no human nghts W|thout n

human li berty



Some | know, have questloned the global appeal of llberty - though |
' ‘thlS time in history, four decades defined by the swiftest advance of
freedom everseen, is an odd time for doubt. Americans, of all people
should never be surprised by the power of our ewn-ideals. Eventually, the =
call of freedom comes to every mind and every soul. We do not accept the -

- existence of permanent tyranny because we do not accept the p033|bll|ty of o |

permanent slavery..

o *Wlll—net—be-beu-nd—Eventemlly—l-lbeFty leertv will come to those who love |t N

’ Today, Amerlca speaks anew to the peoples of the world

AII who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know: the Un|ted States B
‘will not ignore your oppression, or excuse your oppressors. When you |
stand for your l|berty, we will stand with you " ~, :

, Democratlc reformers facing repress|on prlson or eX|le can know -
Amerlca sees you for who you are: the future Ieaders of your free country

The rulers of outlaw reglmes can know that we still bel|eve as o

'Abraham Lincoln did: “Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for_ o

25 themselves and underthe rule ofajust God cannot Iong reta|n |t 7

The Ieaders of governments w1th long habits of control need to know.
_ 'To serve your people you must learn to trust them. Start on this j Journey of .

o progress and justice, and America will walk at your slde

And all the allies of the Unlted States can know we. honor your
friendship, we rely on your counsel, and we depend on 'your help. Division

~_among free nations is a primary goal of freedom’s enemies. The concerted |

effort of free nat|ons to promote democracy is a prelude to our enemies’
_ ‘defeat o , .

Today, | also speak anew to my»fellow citizenS'

B From all of you, | have asked pat|ence in the hard task of securing |
‘America, which you have granted in good measure. Our country has

i accepted obligations that are difficult to fulfill, and would be dishonorable to =

abandon. Yet because we have acted in the great liberating tradition of this

nation, tens of millions have ach|eved the|r freedom And as hope k|ndles L



- hope, millions more will find it. By our efforts, we have lit a fire as weII —a

~ fire:in the minds of men. |t warms those who feel its power, it burns those =

who fight its progress, and one day this untamed fire of freedom will reach S

~ the darkest corners of our world.

A few Amer|cans have accepted the hardest dut|es in this cause — in
the quiet work of intelligence and diplomacy .. . the idealistic work of heIplng
raise up free ‘governments ... the dangerous and necessary work of fighting
our enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our country in deaths
that honored the|r whoIe I|ves and we WI|| aIways honor the|r names and |
their sacr|f|ce . .

Al Amer|cans have W|tnessed this |deaI|sm and some for the f|rst

~time. | ask our youngest citizens to believe the evidence of your eyes.’ You .

have seen duty and allegiance in the determ|ned faces of our soldiers. You
- have seen that life is' fragile, and evil is real, and courage triumphs. Make

“the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourself — - |

-.and in your days you will add not jUSt to the wealth of our country, but to |ts ’
character ; . L

Amer|ca has need of |deaI|sm and courage because we have e
~essential work at home — the unfinished work of American freedom. In a .
~world moving toward I|berty, we are. determlned to show the meanlng and

_ ‘prom|se of I|berty - ~

In Amenca S |deaI of freedom C|t|zens find the dlgnlty and secur|ty of ) | o

econom|c independence, instead of Iaborlng on-the edge of subsistence.
This is the broader definition of liberty that motivated the Homestead Act,

the Social Security Act, and the G.1. Bill of Rights. And now we will extend o

this vision by reform|ng great rnstltutlons to serve the needs of our time. To

- give every American a stake in the promise and future of . our country, we

“will bring the highest standards to our schools, and build an ownership
~society. We will widen the ownership of homes and businesses, retirement
~savings and health insurance — preparing our people for the chaIIenges of
“life in a free somety By maklng every citizen an agent of his or her « own

- dest|ny, we will give our fellow Americans greater freedom from want and

. fear and make our somety more prosperous and just and: equaI

In Amenca S |deaI of freedom the public interest depends on pnvate
vcharacter —on mtegnty, and toIerance toward others and the ruIe of "



- conscience in our own lives. SeIf-government reI|es in the end on the '
governing of the self. That edifice of character is built in families, supported' »
by communities with standards, and sustained in our national life by the .
truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the Koran, and the -
varied faiths of our people. Americans move forward in every generation
by reaff|rm|ng all that is good and true that came before — ideals of jUStICe |
- and conduct that are the same yesterday, today, and forever \ ' :

In Amer|ca s ideal of freedom the exercise of rlghts is. ennobIed by C
service, and mercy, and a heart for the weak. Liberty for all does not mean
independence from one another. Our nation relies on men-and women .~
~.who look after a neighbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at

our best, value the life we see in one another, and must always remember

that even the unwanted have worth. And our country must abandon all the
- habits of racism, because we cannot carry the message of freedom and the

RS baggage of blgotry at the same time.

From the perspectlve of a slngle day, |ncIudrng th|s day of dedlcatlon ,
the issues and questions before our country are many. From the vrewpomt
. of centuries, the questions that come to us are narrowed and few. Did our
generation advance the cause of freedom’? And did our character br|ng

: cred|t to that cause’?

, These questlons that,Judge us aIso un|te us, because Amerlcans of
‘every party and background, Americans by choice and by birth, are bound

- to one another in the cause of freedom. We have known divisions, which

must be healed to move forward in great purposes — and I will strive in

- good faith to heal them. Yet those divisions do not define America.: We feIt .
the un|ty and fellowship of our nation when freedom came under attack, -

and our response came like a single hand over a single heart. And we can ’
.. feel that same unity and pride whenever America acts for good, and the .
~ victims of disaster are given hope and the unjust encounterjustlce and the

o captlves are set free.

S We go fonNard wrth complete confldence in the eventual tnumph of
“freedom. Not because history runs on the wheels of inevitability; it is
human choices that move events. Not because we consider ourselves a

~chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills. We have confidence
~ because freedom is the permanent hope of mankind, the hunger in dark -

places the Ionglng of the soul. When our Founders declared a new order



N

of the ages; when soId|ers died in wave upon wave for a union based on
liberty; when citizens marched in peaceful outrage under the banner

““Freedom Now” — they were acting on an ancient hope that is meant to be .

~ fulfilled. History has an ebb and flow of justice, but history aIso has a

o V|s|bIe d|rect|on set by I|berty and the Author of L|berty

When the Declaration of Independence was first read in pubhc and

N the’L|berty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang as if it
-~ meant something.” In our time it means something still. America, in this -

~ young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to all the' L
~ inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our strength — tested, but not weary — we o
are ready for the greatest achlevements in the h|story of freedom :

May God bless you and may He watch over. the Un|ted States of
- America. - _ . ;






' ’::ldeals is the mission that created our Nat|on Itis the honorable ) .
- achievement of our fathers. Now it i is the urgent requlrement of our nat|on s
| »securlty, and the ca|I|ng of ourt|me | RIS L

o So rt is the policy of the Unlted States to seek and support the growth
: of democratlc movements and institutions in- every nation and cuIture W|th
. the uIt|mate goal of ending tyranny in-our worId Wl

- ThlS is not prlmarrly the task of arms though we WI|| defend ourseres
: f"jand ourfrlends by force of arms when necessary.: Freedom by its- nature »
- must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustalned by the.rule: of Iaw
- and the protection of minorities.- And when the soul of a nation f|naIIy

. speaks, the institutions that arise may reflect customs. and traditions. very
~different from our own. America will not impose our own style of - =
S government on the unwilling. Our goal instead is to help others find the|r o

- own Voice, attaln their own. freedom and make their own way G

| The great obJectrve of end|ng tyranny is the concentrated work of
generatlons ‘The dlfflCU|ty of the task is no excuse for avoiding- it

o :\".{Amerlcas influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed

B America’s |anuence is cons|derabIe and we WI|| use |t conf|dentIy in.
e freedom s cause. | , L _ | _

I We will protect this nation and |ts peopIe agalnst further attacks and )
.'emerglng threats. Some have unW|sely chosen to test our resoIve and L

o ,',”jhave found it firm.

We w1|| perslstently clar|fy the choice before every ruIer and every

' gnat|on The moral choice between oppression, which is. always wrong, and S |

- freedom, which is eternally right. America will not pretend that jailed -
" dissidents prefer their chains, or that women -welcome humiliation and
servrtude or that any- human belng asprres to live at the mercy of bu|l|es

We quI encourage reform in other governments by maklng clear that | R

- fsuccess in our relations will require the decent treatment of their own

people. America’s belief in human dlgnlty will guide our pO|lCIeS yet rlghts T

~must be more than the grudging concessions of dictators; they are secured

~ by free dissent and the participation of the governed In.the Iong run, there ,
is no justice without freedom, and there can be no human rlghts wnthout

| human i ber‘ty S = : o e



_ Some I know have questloned the global appeal of llberty —-though
_this time in history, four decades defined by the swiftest advance of
-+ freedom ever seen, is an odd time for doubt ‘We.do not accept the :
L exrstence of permanent tyranny because we. do not accept the posslblllty of. :
- ”-permanent slavery. Eventually, the call of freedom comes to every m|nd
. and every soul. Eventually, Ilberty comes to those who love |t e

Today, Amerlca speaks anew to the peoples of the world

All who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know the Unlted States“ o

, "‘,‘Wlll not ignore 'your oppression, or excuse your oppressors When you S
._stand for llberty, we Wl|| stand wrth you ' EN N T

Democratlc reformers facrng represslon pr|son or ex1le can know
_Amerlca sees you for who you are: the future leaders of your free country

The rulers, of outlaw reg|mes can know that we still belleve as

| "' _»;’V:Abraham Lincoln did: “Those who deny freedom to others deserve |t not for"" ‘
- .-'Sthemselves and underthe rule ofaJust God cannot long reta|n |t |

The leaders of governments wrth long habits of control need to know

To serve your people you must learn to trust them. Start on this’ Journey of i AT 3

_ progress and Justlce and Amerlca W|lI walk at your s|de

And all the allles of the Unlted States can know we honor your

_3 ) frlendshlp we rely on your counsel, and we. depend on your help. D|V|s|on -
- ‘among free nations is a primary goal of freedom’s enemies. The. concerted T

N effort of free nat|ons to promote democracy is a prelude to our enemles
s 'defeat - :

Today, | also speak anew to my fellow crtlzens

From all of you, I have asked pat|ence in the hard task of securlng

g, _que”Ca which you have granted in good measure. Our country has

faccepted obllgatlons that are difficult to fulfill, and would be dishonorable to o

L -abandon. Yet because we have acted in the great. liberating tradition of thlsv-" =

g - nation, tens of millions have achieved their freedom. And as ‘hope k|ndles

o '*hope millions more- will find it. By our efforts, we have lit a fire as well —

. fire ln the minds of men At warms those who feel its power it burns those



,_who flqht |ts progress, _and one dav this untamed flre of freedom W|II reach o
N the darkest corners of our world. : : S

A few Amerlcans have accepted the hardest dut|es in thls cause

: "fthe qulet work of intelligence and diplomacy ... the. idealistic work of helprngﬁ._. i
" raise up free governments ... the dangerous and necessary ‘work of fighting

~our enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our: country indeaths -

* that honored the|r whole ||ves and we w1II aIways honorthelr names and l" 3_ X

thelr sacr|f|ce

- AlI Amerlcans hiave w1tnessed th|s ldeallsm and some forthe ﬁrst
. ;,tlme | ask our youngest citizens to believe the evidence of your eyes. You ..
" have seen duty and alleglance in the determ|ned faces of our soldiers.. You .. -

have seen that life is fragile, and evil is real, and courage trlumphs Make -
the ChOICe to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourseIf -
-and in your days you erI add not JUSt to the wealth of: our country, but to |ts S
Character ‘ _ TN T R st

. Amerlca has need of rdeallsm and courage because we have L
B ,essentlal work at home — the unfinished work of American freedom In a
e wor|d mov1ng toward hberty, we are determlned to show the meanlng and

- ‘:vprom|se ofllberty

In Amer|ca s ideal of freedom crtlzens f|nd the d|gn|ty and securrty of ’A‘f.* S

- economic independence, instead of laboring on the edge of subsistence. .

i - This is the broader deﬂnrtnon of liberty that mot|vated the Homestead Act

“the Social ‘Security Act, and the G.I. Bill of Rights. ‘And now. we will extend

. this vision beyond their imagining, by reformlng greatinstitutions to serve. .- |
~ the needs .of our time. To give every.American a stake in the promise: and Lo

future of our country, we will bring the highest standards to our schools;

‘and build an ownership society. We will widen the ownershlp of homes and B =

- businesses, retirement savings and health insurance = prepar|ng our -
people for the challenges of life in a free society. By maklng every cmzen

| .-an-agent of his or her own destlny, we will give our fellow Amerlcans

.greater freedom from want and fear, and make our somety more o
prosperous and JUSt and equal ‘ S o

In: Amerlca s |dea| of freedom the publlc interest depends on prlvate -

o -character — on integrity, and tolerance toward others, and the rule of -
L consC|ence in-our own_ llves Self—government re||es in the end on the



- govern|ng of the self. That ed|f|ce of character |s bu|It in fam|I|es supported.» PR

by communities with standards, and sustained in our nat|ona| Ilfe by the -

~ truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the: Koran and the S

~varied faiths of our people. Americans move forward in every generatlon e
- by reafﬂrmlng all that is good and true that came before — |deals ofJustlce
“and conduct that are the same yesterday, today, and forever -

In Amer|ca S |dea| of freedom the exerC|se of r|ghts is ennobIed by

" g serV|ce and mercy, and a heart for the weak. L|berty for all does not mean__ T
' .‘|ndependence from one ‘another. Our nation relies on men and women =
- - who look after a ne|ghbor and surround the lost W|th love. Americans, at -

- _our best, value the life we see in one another, and must aIways remember o

~ that even the unwanted have worth. And our country must abandon all the - S

S habits of racism, because we cannot carry the message of freedom and thev_

i _baggage of b|gotry at the same t|me SR

E | From the perspect|ve of a s|ngIe day, |ncIud|ng th|s day of dedlcatlon e
~ theissues and questlons before our country are many. From the viewpoint -
~oof centurles the questions that come to us are narrowed. and few. Did. our

generatlon advance the cause of freedom’? And d|d our character br|ng
: ‘credlt to that cause’? B , A

S These questlons that Judge us aIso un|te us because Amencans of :
every party and background, Americans by ch0|ce and by birth, are bound |

L " to one another in the cause of freedom ‘We have known divisions; wh|ch

o -_must be healed to move fonNard in great purposes.— and-1 will strive to heaI»;ﬂ\,\

& them. Yet those divisions do not define America. We felt the unlty and

"feIIowsh|p of our nation when freedom came under attack, and our

o response came Ilke a single hand over a single heart. And we can feeI thatfr' e : ;-V
. same unity and pride whenever America acts for good and the V|ct|ms of

'fdrsaster are given hope and the unJust encounterjustlce and the captlves “"}‘ o
R U»‘are set free ’ : S P T ’ ‘

We go forward W|th compIete confldence in the eventuaI tr|umph of

R '__ffreedom ‘Not because history runs on the wheels of |nevrtab|||ty, itis
| thehuman choices ef—#ee—peepte—that move events. Not because we
_consider ourselves a chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He W|IIs
~ “We have confidence because freedom is the permanent hope of mank|nd

“the hunger in dark places, the longing of the soul: ‘When our Founders

cE decIared a new order of the ages when soId|ers d|ed |n wave upon wave



lfor a union. based on ||berty, when cmzens marched in peacefu\ outrage

~under the banner “Freedom Now” — they were acting on an ancient hope S
-~ that is meant.to be fulfilled. H|story has an ebb.and flow OfJUStICG but RSP
}:vh|story aIso has a V|s|bIe d|rect|on set by Ilberty and the Author of leerty o e

When the DecIaratlon of Independence was ﬁrst read in publlc and

_ the Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang as if it
. meant something.” In our time it means somethlng still. America, in th|s

_]young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to all the -

”"_|nhab|tants thereof. Renewed in our strength — tested, but not weary we.'.[" S

= '»are ready for the greatest achlevements in the h|story of freedom

», Amerlca

May God bIess you and may He watch over the Un|ted States of N -






ideals is the mission that created our Nation. It is the honorable
achievement of our fathers. Now it is the urgent requlrement of our natron S
,securlty, and the caII|ng of our t|me ' : :

So it is the pollcy of the United States to seek and support the growth
of democratlc movements and institutions in every nation and culture, W|th
the uIt|mate goal of ending tyranny in our worId :

4Th|s is not primarily the task of arms, though we will defend ourselves
~ and our friends by force of arms when necessary. Freedom, by its nature,
must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law-
and the protection of minorities. And when the soul of a nation finally
speaks, the institutions that arise may reflect customs and trad|t|ons very
different from our own. America will not impose our own style of .

- government on the unwilling. Our goal instead is to help others find the|r :
- own voice, attain their own freedom, and make the|r own way. »

. The great objectrve of endlng tyranny is the concentrated work of
generations. The difficulty of the task is no excuse for avoiding it. |
‘America’s influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed ‘
America’s influence is conslderable and we will use it confldently in
freedom’s cause. : ~

ny most solemn duty is to proteot this nation and its people against
further attacks and emerging threats. Some have unW|ser ohosen to test
Amenca S resoIve and have found it firm. '

We will persistently cIarlfy the choice before every ruler and every

" nation: The moral choice between oppression, which is always wrong, and
freedom, which is eternally right. America will not pretend that jailed
dissidents prefer their chains, or that women welcome humiliation and

. servitude, or that any human being aspires to live at the mercy of bullies.

~We will encourage reform in other governments by making clear that
success in our relations will require the decent treatment of their own'
~ people. America’s belief in human dignity will guide our policies, yet rights
must be more than the grudging concessions of dictators; they are secured
by free dissent and the participation of the governed. In the long run, there
is no justice without freedom and there can be no human rlghts wrthout
human li berty | :



Some | know, have questioned the global appeal of liberty — though
this time in history, four decades defined by the swiftest advance of
freedom ever seen, is an odd time for doubt. Americans, of all people, -
should never be surprised by the power of our own ideals. We do not
accept the existence of permanent tyranny because we do not accept the
‘possibility of permanent slavery. Eventually, the soul will not be chained,
and the mind will not be bound. Eventually, liberty WI|| come to those who EE
: ,love it. ‘

| Today, Amerlca speaks anew to the peoples of the world
All who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know the Unlted States o
will not i ignore your oppression, or excuse your oppressors. When you

~stand for your liberty, we will stand with you.

- .. . Democratic reformers facing repreSsion, prison; or exile can know:
- America sees you for who you are: the future leaders of your free country.

The rulers of outlaw regimes can know that we st|ll belleve as

“Abraham Lincoln did: “Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for |

; themselves and, under the rule of a jUSt God, cannot Iong retaln |t'

The leaders of governments with long hablts of control need to know ,

To serve your people you must learn to trust them. Start on this j journey of

progress and justice, and Amerlca will walk at your side.

And all the allies of the United StatesCa‘n know: we honor your -
friendship, we rely on your counsel, and we depend on your help. Division
- among free nations is a primary goal of freedom’s enemies. The concerted
- effort of free nations to promote democracy isa prelude to our enemies’”
defeat.

Today, | also speak anew to my fellow c1t|zens

\ From all of you, | have asked patlence in the hard task of secur|ng _ ,
- America, which you have granted in good measure. Our country has
~accepted obligations that are difficult to fulfill, and would be dishonorable to
abandon. Yet because we have acted in the great liberating tradition of this

nation, tens of millions have achieved their freedom. And as hope kindles



" hope, millions more will find it. By our efforts, we have lit a fire as well — a

- fire in the minds of men. It warms those who feel its power, it burns those

who fight its progress, and one day this untamed fire of freedom will reach o
- the darkest corners of our worId ‘ | . .o

A few Amerlcans have accepted the hardest dutles in this: cause - in
the qU|et work of intelligence and diplomacy ... the idealistic work of helping
raise up free governments ... the dangerous and necessary work of fighting -
our enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our country in deaths ’
that honored their whole lives — and we will aIways honor the|r names and
- their sacrlflce :

. All Americans have W|tnessed this idealism, and some for the f|rst
~time. | ask our youngest citizens to believe the eV|dence of your eyes. You .
have seen duty and allegiance in the determined faces of our soldiers. ‘You

. 'have seen that life is fragile, and evil is real, and courage triumphs. Make
the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourself —
and in your days you will add not just to the weaIth of our country, but to its
, character : : : :

America has need of idealism and courage, because we have .
essential work at home — the unfinished work of American freedom. Ina-
- world moving toward liberty, we are determlned to show the mean|ng and
promlse of Ilberty -

~In America’s ideal of freedom citizens frnd the dlgnrty and secur|ty of
~economic independence, instead of laboring on the edge of subsistence. |
This is the broader definition of liberty that motivated the Homestead Act, |
the Social Security Act, and the G.1. Bill of Rights. And now we will extend
- this vision by reforming great institutions to serve the needs of our time. To
give every American a stake in the promise and future of our country, we-
will bring the highest standards to our schools, and build an ownership '
society. We will widen the ownersh|p of homes and businesses, retirement
savings and health insurance — preparing our people for the-challenges of
life in a free society. By making every citizen an agent of his or her own_
destiny, we will give our fellow Americans greater freedom from want and
fear, and make our society more prosperous and jUSt and equaI |

. |n Amerlca s ideal of freedom, the pubIrc |nterest depends on prlvate
~character —on integrity, and tolerance toward others, and the rule of -



conscience in our own lives. Self-government relies, in the end, on the o
governing of the self. That edifice of character is built in families, supported'. .
by communities with standards, and sustained in our national life by the =
truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the Koran, and the

- varied faiths of our people. Americans move forward in every generation

by reaffirming all that is good and true that came before — ‘ideals of justlce o
| and conduct that are the same yesterday, today, and forever :

, In Amerlca s |deaI of freedom, the exercise of r|ghts is ennobIed by
service, and mercy, and a heart for the weak. Liberty for all does not mean
independence from one another, Our nation relies on men and women
who look after a neighbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at
our best, value the life we see in one another, and must always remember
~ that even the unwanted have worth. And our country must abandon all the
habits of racism, because we cannot carry the message of freedom and the
baggage of bigotry at the same time.

From the: perspectlve ofa s|ngIe day, |nclud|ng th|s day of dedlcatlon "

E ~ the issues and questions before our country are many. From the viewpoint

of centurles the questions that come to us are narrowed and few. Did our
generatlon advance the cause of freedom? And did. our character bring -
credit to that cause? ‘ ‘ o

These questlons that judge us also unlte us because Amencans of
every party and background, Americans by choice and by birth, are bound
to one another in the cause of freedom. We have known divisions, which .
must be healed to move forward in great purposes — and | will strive in
good faith to heal them. Yet those divisions do not define America. We felt
~ the unity and fellowship of our nation when freedom came under attack,
and our response came like a single hand over a single heart. And we can
feel that same unity and pride whenever America acts for good and the
‘victims of disaster are given hope, and the unjust encounter justice, and the‘- -
. captlves are set free: . _ o

We go forward with complete confldence in the eventual trlumph of .
freedom. Not because history runs on the wheels of inevitability; it is
 human choices that move events. Not because we consider ourselves a-
chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills. We have confldence :
‘because freedom is the permanent hope of mankind, the hunger in dark
places, the longing of the soul. When our Founders declared a new order



of the ages; when soldiers died in wave upon wave for a union based on

liberty; when citizens marched in peaceful outrage under the banner
“Freedom Now” — they were acting on an ancient hope that is meant to be
fulfilled. History has an ebb and flow of justice, but history also has a
visible d|rect|on set by liberty and the Author of- L|berty '

When the DecIaratlon of Independence was f|rst read in public and
the Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang as if it |
meant something.” In our time it means something still. Amerlca in this
young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to aII the
-inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our strength — tested, but not weary — we
are ready for the greatest achlevements in the h|story of freedom

May God bless you and may He watch over the Unlted States of
America. »
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