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At 4 East 654h Strees,
New York City, Octoder &, 1933,

Dear Vimcent:

This Lo Just %0 resdnd you that I am very
anxious that Farpld Sioton, of whoam I speke %0 you
in Tashingtom, be faken care of as soon as possible.
They are really asfully "up sgainst 1t" snd 1
dhould like to do this for Mes Tally.

Yery sinserely yours,

Fomoratle Tincent Dailey, .
321 Madison Avemme,
Favw Tork City.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 18, 1941

KEMORANDUM FOR  THE PRESIDENT

Vince Dalley Just hnd me on
the telephone. He is arranging a
deal for the Poatmasetership in
Hochester and wante to know if it
ie OK with you,

Hie brother, Donald wanta
the appointment but the arrengement
isi

George Kelly 1s .to be recom-
mended as Acting Postmaster for
the next pix or eight monthe. Then
later on, after the exeminntions
are held, Don will be recomnmended
for the permsnent sppointment.

¥ince spys he doesn't know
why Don wante 1t ut he does.
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Dear Mr., President:

I have your letter of the 15th,
Certainly any communication from you, either
in an official or unofficial capacity, is
always welcome, and I appreciate the spirit
which prompts your interest in this most
difficult situation.

Justice Stone late last night
refused to take any action in reference to
the case, and counsel for Waller have asked
me to hear them on the matter of commitation.
This I expect to do within the next few days.

I shall give every possible
consideration to this case in my efforts to
arrive at a just conclusion.

Ei:ﬁiﬁflanpﬂh_,jL_

His Excellency
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United Btates,
Washington, D. C.



June 15, 1942.
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Always sincerely 2

Colgate ¥W. Darden
Governor of

&



THE WHITE HOUSE Pfk

WASHINGTON W

June 16, 191;2

MEMORANDUM FOR ep{')‘

MRE.  ROOSEVELT "
J‘“ I

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R.
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dear Governor Dardens-
ﬂhm-



Always sincerely,
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third to workers ms & reward for their extra effort,
one-third to management, and one-third refunded 1o
the United States Treasury as their joint contribution
to help pay for the war.

If no such agreement with management can be ob-
ﬁnd,thuiu.umﬂwdhmmth\#u
mmmmu.mw,m
in fairness hardly deny such an appeal, since the work-
e, the employer and the nation itself all gain thereby.

The Waller Case

W JuLY 2, in the Virginia X
mend, & twenty-fiveyearold Megro farmer
was electrocuted for killing his white land-
lord, Oscar Duvis. Two years ago Odell Waller, &
tharecropper, confronted Diavis in a dispute over cwn-
ership of ffty-two sacks of wheat, The wheat belanged
to Waller. During this meeting the Negro drew & gun
tﬁdshnnﬂilhmﬁmu,min:hnidauirbthﬂﬂ,
once in the arm, and twice in the back.
For many people the simple facts of this country

'ﬂmﬁn;bumlymhohcfﬁrmmpluquu—

tions inwolvi the eharecropper system, the tax,
Lh:ﬁghuﬁ:gthmth:bcgiuﬁng&uw
a tendency among Waller's supporters in the North,
under the inspiration of the larger isucs which they
had ruised in Waller's defense, to disregard parts of
the evidence that the state had established in court
and to msume as true @ number of the contentions
which Waller's defense had not been able to prove,
The most important of these points was the question
whether Davis alio was armed. The state offered the
testimony of the slain man's family and of an eighteen-
yearold Negro witness (much of whose testimany,
however, must be viewed in the light of the fact that
he lived with the Davis family) that Davis had no
weapon, Against this, Waller's defense could

contend that Davis went “habitually” armed. i
Yﬂ,i.nlb:mnhiminfmiomludprimip]u
whjc_h.ﬂ:htrﬁlm-lbﬂbd.h}rﬁrth:p'lﬂmw
was committed by the institutional forces which sent
Waller to his desth; by the courts and the officials who

_saw only the simple, and sometimes questionshle, evi-

dence of the shoating; who refised to understand that
Waller had become a dark, imposing symbel of ex-
ploitaticn to millions of the Americans wha are told
we must win a war for and freedom, This
mistake was made by the Virginia courts, which by
their poll-tax nature were never constituted to try this
case upon the ultimate values of democracy; it was
made by the Sepreme Court, which spoke not a single
word to answer the gnawing questions of & cse which
towered sbove technialitis and the

kiandling which the Court accorded ity and finally, the

a5

&
Union-management colperation on that basis is the
mm&mmﬂxmmh
greater industrial efficency. It is the most h}d
our

will mot only ensure the winning of the
w;nﬁulhlnnhwn-i:thpuhnﬁ
coliperation, at the point of production, lies the seed of
the future of American democracy. .

Virginia whose opinion—laden with phrases such
nls_“ncialdhm-d_u-u-hhlﬁmuﬂhmmlg

the unity of India, the unity of Java. Poll-tax unity,
- Waller also wrote an opinion, He scawled & Jong
#atement in barely legible hand, It confessed to
wrong-doing, but, in the mute, pathetic way of ig-
anorant people, he tried to explain the crushing dreusn-
mnfhhli&ualhﬂm-nppumlmﬂ,pﬂw
plot of land. There is an authetic value in its words
that i lacking in other documents of the trial. Placed
beside it, Governor Darden’s talk of unity comes off
second best. These are Waller's statements, as he wrote

them:

Have you thought sbout some people are allowed a
chance over and over again then there are athery allowed
litle chance some no chance at all, o . . T sccident[ally]
fell and same good people tried to belp me. Others did
everything they could againg me so the Governor and the
coats [court] don’t no [know] the true facts,

In my case I worked hard from sun up untl mundawn
uyiag to make u living for my family and it ended in
death for me. You wake big pecple as the Presdent, Gov-
ernors, fudges, their children don’t mever have to suffer,
T\zyhuptmtrmm]f.nnminlmliﬁntﬂlhﬁn]
nmhﬁ:g:urwwmmlmthdmuwhm
that hucky,

The penitentiary all over the United States are full of
people ho [who] was pore tried to work and have some-
thing, coulda’t so that maid them stee] an rob,

These words help make clear certain values of this
case which mnu:uﬁlynm,mp:wme,bn
cause they existed below the surface of the evidence.
Tbmelm:nummdu-mnd‘mm:lyhrh‘w
out of their long experience as the second-class sitszens
of America; it was becawse of this understarding that
Waller, though ebviously guilty of a killing, though
abwviously guilty of the last, fatal sggression in his rela-
tions with Oscar Davia, became g symbal of oppression
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Waller's mother and wife, while he was away,
h:nﬁﬂtd:mdtﬂiﬂﬁthﬁrlhl&.“’hﬂhtlh!gm
o dull, hard-working Negro farmer to the suicidal
madness of shoating a white man in the Southi What
could it be in Waller's case bue that he knew, in his
heart and in his guts, that he had sweated for a erop
of wheat, that he ngeded i, that his family needed it,
sthat he was being cheated of it. Who cannot guess the
words that were really passing at that last meeting?
. . . all right, nigger, try to get that whest . . .
No one would expect the Southerners who regard
ns mcromanct wll the traditional values of Southern
thought to view this case in any other light than the
one’ expressed by Governor Darden. But there was
also a tendency for Southerners who are considered
liberals to drift carelessly into this seme paint of view,
This was & mistake, s many eventually realized. The
case for Waller had profound though subtle values;
support of Waller, slayer though he was, required no
compromise and ne apology in the consdence of
real liberal. Many Southerners swung around to this
paint of view after studying the case. Many had to
overcome an unpleasnt reaction to early propagands
in behalf of Waller, which minimized the evidence
gainst him and which contained many of the superior
und sncering phrases which can embitter Southerners
of any hue. Race prejudics does not live oaly in the
South, 1 am a Southerner and my own first reactions
to these crculsrs were antagonistic, Tt scomed to me
MMMMMWMMM'WM
picked an unfortunste cse for the antipalltax fight,
u case in which the defendant was in no sense o rail-
roaded martyr like Tom Mooney or Sacco and Van-
zettl. Yet it was due oaly to the bard work and the

8
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i were arrested,
with murder and released on $1,000 boad, were
tried by a jury before Judge J. T. Clement, the same
judge who tried Waller. The jury of white polltax
payers soquitted them in shout fifteen minutes,

From his first contacts with this case Governor Dar-
den consceatiously made good an early promise that
Waller's defenss would be given every opportunity
to exhaet his legal rights. He read large numbers of
hmmdpwhhimntiqntnthnl‘h'n,tdqﬁﬂne
ealls and personal opinisns of hundreds of prominent
citizens from all parts of the country. He conduceed

{

his decision was deplorable,
The Governor's conscientiousness is acknow
with sincerity, The pamphlets of the Workers'
fense League made frequent mention of it Yet there
i another statement and another point of view which
deserves the light of print, It was made in a telephone
conversation the day of Wallee's execution by A
Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of
Sleping Car Porters. This is a3 he sid it:
Wﬂnhmﬂ:ﬂnhdﬂtﬂlwn&‘.
but even s we went & step forward, Negroes are
o use pressars. We are learning that it is the fusction of
heads of government to be constantly balancing presure,
and the strangest e wine., W didn't quite get enough
pressure to crack this case but we almost did. The grestes
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presure wis put on by the cther side, by too many impor-
tant white people in & poll-tax mate, -

Itian way from the Richmond penitentiary
ta the native villages of the Philippines, and will far-
ther to Burma, It is distance if measured in
miles, and these are the measurements acknowl-
edged by the courts and the men who let this second-
class citizen go to his death. On the day Waller was
executed the Anglo-Saxons were gone from Burma
and gone from the Philippines. But on this day a dis-
patch from the Office of War Information carried a
Few brief lines which should have meaning for Rich-
mand, Virginia:

The Japanese announcer in Manils said today: T spite
nlmmmtﬁdmlmpﬂd]m
Army in the Philippines, thers are stll some Filipincs
who continue to offer utterly uscless and wastedul resistance,

expediency like the British guarantee in India,
The Filipinos are not fighting for the second-class citi

stead, he chose to interpret this case in the strict, un-
heroic spirit of a crossroads magistrate, Bue besides all
this, the life of a kumble black farmer was at stake.
In Waller's words, “I worked hard from sunup us-
til sundown and it ended in death for me.” When R.
G. Siddle was tried, it ended in soquittal after fifteen
minutes. b
THOMAS BANCTON

The New Isolationism

HE FTRUGOLE over America’s role in the post-
I war world will not wait comfortably till the
war is over. It has begun already.

Any sensitive cbeerver in Washington can see it. The
lines are now forming and proponents are already
choosing up on rival sides. It is no use arguing that the
struggle should be left till we have won the war: the
struggle is already going on. It is intimately involved
in the war effort, too, because basically it invalves the
question of what we are fighting for.

As Walter Lippmann pointed out the other day, the
rest of the world can never be sure what the United
States will do after this war bemuse the United States
itself doesn’t know. This uncertainty causes difculties,
‘Will the promisory notes being written currently by
dent Roosevelt and others be cshed when the time
comes, or will they bounce back marked “No Funds®
—like Wilson's? Will Americans aceept the obligation
of leadership that they have been dodging for twenty
years! Who can my!

done about it. It is only posible to point out that this
internal, momentous e, ane of the mest impar-
tant in history, has begun and that the adver.

Wilson's fight for the League was u simple affair,
It cume in an ers that seems mafve by contrast, This
new war is, from many angles, not o war at all bot a
revolution, A revolition docs not stop with an armistice
but goes on and on, like the French Revolution,
Edward Hallete Carr has deseribed this “twentieth-
century revolution™? as an effort “to build vp the
world into larger units under centralized planning and
contral.” The struggle, us this Englishman sces it,
i not whether the revolution will suceeed, but which
vide, the Axis powers or the United Nations, will con-
trol the result. The Axiy contemprususly declares that
democratic powers can't give the people full employ.
ment, security and economic equality; the British and
these goals and preserve individual freedom too.
are allied with Soviet Russia, which has at least the his
toric interest of being the place from which the whale
thing stermed off from Warld War L.

Urder these circumstances what will the United
States do after this war! The Grest Decision will
be more farreaching than the League fight. The
post-war decision ramifies into internal matrers like
equality. Have no doubt, all these issues will became
involved. One side will advocate accepting the new
responsbilities in whole or party the other, the New
Tsclstionists, will incline ta oppose them, and will try

1 Cenditions of Pesce. The Macmillas Company. $2.50
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Angust 24, 1844,

NEMORANDUN FOR
DOC O*CONNOR:

My recollection is that you
sades all plans to have Darlan some
over and I guess its up to you to
straighten this out for Louis Haughey.

F.D.R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 18, 19.L.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

Toi says that Louis Haughev
has a problem on his hands with
respect to young Darlan.

Darlan is going off mediecal
very soon. He and his mother ocoupy
a cottage which could be used to
good advantage by other people who
have a member of thelr family taking
treatment.

Louis Haughey doesn't 'now what
to do about it - 1f young Darlan
leaves, he will need a male attendant
and Louls 1s afraid that he would
take one from %@ Foundation whioh
they can't asnare.

Louis would like to know how
to nroceed.

G
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Warm Springs April 6th.I945.

Mister President,

I want to take the opportunity of your being here,to tell you
again,all my thankfulness for your kindness and your gunordsitr
for me,

In a few weeks,the anniversary of my arrival at Waem Springs,
two years ago,will take place.

Since then,and thank to you,I received here,the most wonderful
care,and my improvements have been amazing,if one considers the
pitiful condition in which I was,when I first came.

I want to tell you again too,that I am looking forward for an
opportunity,to prove you my gratefulness,by some better means
than words,as soon as my physical condition will allow me to be
independent enough to be active again.

I shall alwaps remain at your entire disposal,Mister President,
to do whatever you will ask me to do. :

My plans for the future are still quite uncertain,since I did
mot receive yet,any dependable news from France,neither about my
guiﬁé back and my staying there being only péusihla,nnr about
what has been left to me materially.

Whatever my plans will be,and as soon as I shall be able to
make any,Il shall not do or start anything,before submitting it

“ to your approval,and asfing you for your kind advice.

My Mother ask me to give you her very best thoughts,
and I send to you Mister President my very respectful regards
and the expression of my deep gratitude, ;

P



H##”’fj,f’/#ff//f Warm Springs April 6th.I945.

Dear Miss Tully,

May I ask you to be kind enough to give the enclosed letter
to Mister President.
I thank you very much.
Very sincerely yours,

[

Alain Darlan.
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386 FOURTH AVENUE - NEW YORK CITY

RICHARD |. WALSH
Presidens

September 18, 1936

Miss M. A. Le Hand
Secretary to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss LeHand:

It was verg kind of you to send me the enclosed
check for £18.75, but I return it and the state-
ment, because you have the transaction reversed.
This statement is evidence that we owe the
President 218.75 on additional royalties earned
by ON OUR WAY and our check for this will be sent
at the end of this month, which 1s the regular
date for royalty payments.

I am st1l11 strongly hoping that the President can
be persuaded to let us prepare a book of his 1938
addresses, to- be published as socn as posslble
after his second inauguration.

,-f"\’L .-Eijeraly yours, L

RJW:GEP
Encs.




'THE JOHN DAY COMPANY ING. FUB!JSHERS

38 FOURTH AVENUE- "NEW YORK QTY

ROYALTY STATEMENT .

In Account with Hon, Frankl in D.Roosevelt, New York August 3lst 1936,
The White House, .

Washington, D.C.
FOR THE

{E MoNTHSe 30t 1936,

TITLE Number Sold Price Copm

f
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AMOUNT

On Our Way $§ 18.00
Rt
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;HEAEURY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
U. 8. BECRET BERVICE

The White House
June 13, 1941.

MEMORANDUM for Col. Starling.

With reference to the Western Unien te am, "New York,
New York, Jume 11, 1941. The President, the te House, Oo.
Delay means death. Delano."

Our New York office has ascertained that this telegram
was eent at the instigation of Mrs. Louisa Potter Delano, wife
of Willism A. Delano, 131 East 36th Street, New York City, who
telephoned the message from Caladonia 5-3138.

Mr, William A. Delano is senior partner of the archi-
tectural firm of Delamo & Aldridge, 136 East 38th Street, N. Y.,
and a member of the National Park Commission.

Mr. Delano uﬂmmmm-m-n;m telegram,
which he believed was originally imspired by Mrs. Boardman
Harriman and committee. Mr. Delano further stated that he _
mmdmt-wmmhhhpﬂrohhmt,m
claims that the meaning of this committee is that we must
intmnonbehlﬂuih:lmdnwnﬂthﬁhlqiﬂlm
death to the country.

n\w Bions ﬁilzf

lphtfme
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Mareh 18, 1038.
Dear Willi-

I am glad %o have your nice letter.
You are right about the need of an additlonal
Judge and I am doing everything possidle to ges
the bill through. :

With my wars regards,

Always sincerely,

William Denman, Esq.,
No. 2 Laurel Street,
San Franeisco,
Celffornia.



WikLIAM DENMAN
B HERCHANTE EXCHRNTE BUTDTND
SAN FRANCISCO

No. 2 Laurel S?:rut. I
March 1‘. 1935,

Misg Margaret Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington, p. C.

My dear Miss Le Hand:

Will you please get the enclosed letter to the President
in such a way that it will not become a part of any public file.
It would be unfortunate if a Circuit Judge were disclosed as stat-
ing that the condition of litigution In his Court constituted a
socandal,

I know Colonel McIntire will forgive me if I avoid risk-
ing the enclosed letter with the emormous mass of correspondence
that is finally sorted to his desk,

Very cordlally yours,
/ y‘ld-:!ﬂm Cté&m_
wD0/b

1 Enclosure.




: : WILLIAM DENMAN
SR AN Ll :
SAN FRANCIBCO
No. 2 Laurel Street

March 14, 1985,

Dear Frankling H. R. 5917
Bill for 5th Circuit Judge,

We are delighted that you have appointed a fourth Judge for the
Ninth Cireuit to £ill the vaocancy caused by the death of Judge Sawtelle,

Thiz brings the size of the Court to what it was in 1920, The
so—cnlled Fourth Judge Bill of two years ago simply restored us to the condi-
tion of 1920, a defect in previous legisletion having lost us one Judge.

In the interim, the Cireuit, which is three times as large as
Germany, has ineressed in population over forty percent. Its rate of docket-
ings has increased from less than 200 a year o' 580 a year., FEsch of the four
Circuit Judgea of 1920 participsted in about 100 opinions & yeer, The four
Judges of today are supposed to participate each in 180 opinions a FEear.,
This means that each Judge should read the briefs and record, and elther
write, concur in or dissent from an opinion s in-
eluding Sundays, holidays and a supposed vacation period.

Besides the above, District Court cases involving the consti-
tutionality of state stetutes reculre the presence of & Circult Judge. This
means traveling from San Franeisco to Butte Montana, (2800 miles round trip)
or Tueson, Arizona, (1600 miles) with Helena, Boise, Seattle, Tacoma,
Portlend, Carson and Los Angeles as way stations,

Townsends and Sincleirs are forcing through the seven state
legislatures of the Cirecuit, constantly increasing numbers of statutes re-
gquiring such distant 1itigation,

Four Judges cannot possibly discharge this volume of business.
Alreedy the Court is heavily in arrears and by the October term will be 300
eeses behind its docketings,

The Bar is bitterly resentful, which is not helpful to the
Administration. The resentment is Justifisble, though, of course, its
objective 1s not.

It 1= my impression the Chief Justice has taken the matter up
with you. If he has not, I know he will corroborate what I am saying.

The Blantons and other judge-baiting obstructionists in the
House and Senate will kill the pending Fifth Judge Bill unless sAdministration
pressure is behind it.

Please give it to us and stop the present and growing scendal
throughout the Circuit.

Yours,
The President 3
Foshington, D. C. 4“":'




/S
W e

April 11, 1935,

Dear Henry:-

Do not be too surprised at recelving the
enclosed. The long, sad story is this -- the wallet
was purchased by a lovely lady for a very drunken
boy friend and was given to me to deliver, at least
five years ago. I have never been able to ecatoh up
with sald boy friend and also I know that he does
not want snything from the lovely lady exoept
sllence! Consequently, as the initials are the same
as yours, I am bequeathing this wallet to you with
love and kisses from the lady!

I hope to see you soon.

AS ever yours,

Henry C. de Rham, Esq.,
New York.






ANDREW J. MAY
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COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D. C.
April 4, 1944

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Re Major Marion G. Denton



COURT MARTIAL OF MAJOR MARION G. DENTON

Marion G. Denton, Major, Adr Corps, Serial No, 0-150432,
a cadet in World War I, receiving his primary training at Park Field,
Mllington, Tennessee, and having an aeronautical rating of Reserve
Military Aviator, was ordered to duty by 8.0. - 176, paragraph 124, of
the War Department. An extract of that order followsi
WEXTRACT

* » *
124. Par. 98, 5.0., 166, W.D., 1541, is revoked. By direction

of the President under the authority contained in Public Resolution No. 96,

76th Congress, approved 27 August, 1940, Major MARION GRAY DENTON (0-150432),

Mr Corps Reserve, is ordered to active duty, effective 1 August, 1941.

Un that date he will proceed from Auburndale, Florida, to Maxwell Field,

Montgomery Alabama, reporting to the commanding officer, Adr Corps

Advanced Flylng School, for duty. Major DENTON will rank from 1 August,

1941. He will be relieved from duty in time to enable him to arrive at

his home on 31 July, 1942, on which date he will revert to inactive status,

The travel directed is necessary in the military service. FD 1499 P1-06

A 0410-2 and 3 and QM 1601 P61-07 A 0525-2 and 3. The duties to be

performed by this officer will not require him to participate in regular

and frequent aerial flights.

* * *

BY CRDER OF THE SECRETARY OF VAR

G. C. MARSHALL
Chief of Staff
OFFICIAL:
E. 5. Adams
Major General
The Adjutant General
A TRUE COFY
Franklin D. Rogsevelt LiLrar) /8/ George P. Keenan
I]EELASSIFIED :ﬁgm.w,
DOD DIR. sz0a.e (s/27/58) Asst, Technical Inspector."
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It will be noted that the final sentence of that order reads)
"The duties to be performed by this officer will not require him to
participate in regular and frequent aerial flights." R

It is noted that upon his reporting to.dnt:-hcud- sevaral
efforts to have M-mlhhu restored; that in the latter part of
1942 he complied with Ammy Air Forces Regulation 50-3 and purchased some
flying time Woutside"; that due to a change in Regulation 50-3 he bought
some "high-powered" flying time and in April 1943 a Board of Officers was
convened and he qualified through a flylng test with a rating of Pilot.
His statement that he qualified for the aeronautical rating of Pilet is
based upon the fact that he was told by the Board that he had met the
qualifications and saw the approval of the Board as evidenced by the

Board proceedings which were returned to Southeast Army Adr Forces

Training Center for correction. He has not had official notice of

this qualification. Major Denton attended the Technical Inspectors School
at Chanute Field. This background is given for the purpose of determin-
ing whether or not as of June 18, 1943, he was a flying officer and
elirible to command Air Forces units in compliance with Army Regulation

95=60.
While he was at Chanute Field he received a letter from his

Fost Adjutant, stating that a telegram had been received advising
that he was to be detailed as Post Commander in an active theater,
This letter bore the approximate date of May 28, 1943, and was from

Headquarters, Bucidingham Army Air Field, which was his home station
at that partioular time. The letter enclosed a telegram from Southeast



Army AMr Forces Traimdng Center, stating he was tuhd-tdl-dln Fost
Commander in an active theater. That telegram and lnhrlmu presented
as exhibits C and D in his trial hnt-nrm"m considered as
bearing upon his defense at trial, to the effect that his order S.0. - 156
specifically ordered him to be assigned as Post Commander of the
Oreenland Base Command..%upon arrival at destination he will assume
cormand ® It was at Maxwell Field that he first learned that he was
asgsigned as Post Commander of an active theater, Greenland Base Command,
Order 156, extract of which is set forth herewith, directed Major Denton
to proceed to Presque Isle and to report to the commanding of ficer of the
North Atlantic Wing for transportation to destination, which he did,
arriving at Presque Isle on June 16, 1943.

"SECRET

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY ATR FORCES SOUTHEAST TRAINING CENTER
Alabama

Maxwell Field,
SPECIAL m; June B, 1943
No. 156
EXTRACT
Authgy
Ind
Date
* » - -

3. MAJ. mmu.mmmzmumdnuptumrm

Myers Fla and by direction of the President is asgd as Post Commander
of the Oreenland Base Command. lhll’rrmr!'nrt!nnmt-arﬂﬂm
Isle Maine reporting to the CO North Atlantic Wing dir Transport Command




By command of Brigadier Gensral WELSH,

D. D. FITZGERALD,
Colonel, G. 8. C.

Chief of Staff
OFFICIALs
/s/ JAMES W. PORTER
JAMES W. PORTER
It. Col., A.C.D.,
Asst. Adj. Oeneral
i i

Upon arrival he presented to the Adjutant of the North Atlantic Wing a

copy of his secret orders; the Adjutant could not determine exactly where

'he was to go and remarked, "There are several installations in Greenland

and I do not know where to take you." Major Denton replied, "All I
have is the order itself.® The Adjutant then told him to go to officers’
quarters and that he would hear from him. On June 17, 1943, the Adjutant
sent for him and informed him that information had been received from
tha War Department as to the proper destination and proceeded to issue
s trip ticket to H¥-l. H—].il_ﬂluduipnhdl:lmﬂﬁﬂ. c/o Fost~
naster, New York, New York. Acting upon the information of the said
Adjutant that he was being sent to the proper destination, Major Denton
boarded a plane on the afterncon of June 17, 1943, and was taken to

the Oreenland Base Command designated as APO 858, arriving there in the
early hours of the morning of June 18, 1943. Later that morning he
directed the Officer of the Day to take him to Post Headquarters and
was conducted to the Post Headquarters and introduced to a Major Lloyd.
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ﬁtﬂdﬂwﬂwﬂ,'!hn_huthm_ddﬂnmﬂ
mmumm-mm:mda.u.-m,ma
we have discussed. Major Lloyd, without seeing & copy of said order,
sald "Let's go see the Colonel.” This action of Major Lloyd's led
Major Denton to believe and assume that Col. Robert W. C. Wimsatt was
the post commander, hmmmmmw--m,
introduced to Captain (now Major) Anderson, and waited lp;ﬂn:;.-'l-lh'
30 mimtes while the Adjutant went to another office, The Adjutant
then returned and asked for a copy of Major Denton's orders. Taliing
the copy of the orders, the Adjutant disappeared again. When he
returned, Major Denton was taken in and introduced to Colonsl Wimsatt.
Upon looking at the copy of the order, Colonsl Wimsatt remarked, *That's
& crasy-looking order, it looks like an Air Corps order,.® In the course
of their conversation, Colonsl Wimsatt said, *There is no such thing as
Post Commsnder of the Greenland Base Command.” Present at this conference
was Colonel Wimsatt, a Col. Kelsey Reeves, a Capt. Thomas L. Anderson,
ind Major Lloyd. Whereupon Major Demton told Colonsl Wimsatt that it
himb-tmwordlrhtththﬂdnntmuﬂ hmthn-ﬂly
to comply with it. mmnmmimnmhwquunw
ﬂm,muul,mnmum,wmﬁrmmnt
Major Denton, and it is presumed that all of this had been talked over
uthjﬂﬂmhltuthjorm-nhﬁﬂmrwthmm.
Colonel Wimsatt finally told Major Denton to return to his quarters and
that he would hear from Mim,

The foregoing is substantiated by testimony at the trial, in
mmmmn—.ﬂhmmmtmwmmmm
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to kim, that it was in the form of a visit, That statement was correct
because Major Denton was really appearing for the purpose of taking over
‘command .,

June 18, 1943, was Friday,

Gﬂﬂllﬂtﬁlﬂ.mﬂhmﬂtﬂ“hjthﬂnn.
The next day, which was Saturday, Major Denton wrote a letter direct
mumm,mmnm,m,n.u., attentlion
Technical Division, explaiming the predicament in which he found himself
and in paragraph 2 he stated: "At present mo duties have been assigned
r“,hhﬁ-ﬂﬂmﬂﬂurumdmm
uﬂmmdt&ﬂdndumtmm;wnﬂu
above AFO". Also, in paragraph i of same letter: *Iransports of the
mmmm-mnmm,mﬁuwttm-tm
by such means would result in several very helpful clarifications.*
h@rm_nmmmm”—ntnpl;rhmmm letter
under date of June 29 howsver, orders wers not issued by Washington to
enable him to carry out the suggestiom.

Muhﬂmﬁuh&hﬂﬂﬂtt,ﬂhmm
mroing of June 21, 1943, Major Denton attempted to confer with him and
mwmthwnminmuﬂu;muﬁ-mblﬂqm
of the sams day, Major Denton again callsd at the office of Colonel Wimsatt
and suocesded in getting an sudience with him. He stated to the Colonel
that he had been ordered by the War Department to that particular
destination to perform & oertain duty and had been unsble to perform that
duty, and thought it advisable for him to notify the War Department in
Washington, to which Colonsl Wimsatt replied that it was not necessary,
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stating, “Ihis is where you belong." BEvidence obtained shows that
this statement was in conformity with Major Dentan's idess, as he firaly
Miﬂthhlmudﬂmtthﬂlndmthmhl"ﬂm
upﬂ#tuﬂl‘mﬂlrhtlﬁ.ﬂ.-lﬁ_. It is also evident that,
rm--ormtmmtth-mfuhnm,mmm
wmpmmmmm-nmumdmwuun-wu—u.

This Committee has before it facts to show that while Colonel
MttltmhjuﬁﬁﬂlﬂﬁmhyllﬂEIh‘Mthhm
moﬁmhh“dﬂhmuﬁm,ﬂﬂ:ﬁtﬂtm
m“wiﬂmuqmﬁwmﬂuﬂuhw,m
mail and radio, copies of which were in his files at the base head-
quarters; yet he did not at any time, even upon request, produce such
written evidence to support his statement. Also, his statement was
ﬂhtdhyuimjnmt,mm-m. who stated there were no
other orders at the base, just the §.0. - 156, When asked A
investigating officer whether he relied upon this nrﬁlrl;urtd.l authority
to 1511;- commands to Major Denton, Colonel Wimsatt replied, "Not
specifically, we have War Department order on your being transferred
here." From the pﬂﬂmtﬂtﬂﬂmﬂlﬂ“hﬂhﬂr, this state-
ment is incorrect and a variance. Responses to inquiries made by this
Committes to the War Department were to the effect that no orders
conocerning Major Denton could be found.

Four days passed during which time Major Denton, receiving no



instructions or advice from Colonmel Wimsatt, remained in transient
quartars,

Out of a clear sky, on Juns 23, 1943, without advance instruo-
tions, conference, advics, or information of any sort, Colonel Wimsatt's
billeting officer, Lt. Frank Zitnik, appeared at the transiemt officers’
mess, whers Mujor Denton was eating his moondsy meal, and informed him
that he, Lisutenant Zitmik, was relaying a message from Major Anderson to
m-mﬂmtaﬂmmpugmmnmtmwmm;
that "they" would like to have him on it and for him to call the
Priorities and Passenger Officer. As Major Denton was leaving the mess
hall, be met the Assistant Adjutant, who said that "they" had been
locking for him for fifteen mimutes. Msjor Denton replied that he did
not kmow what it was all about and that he expected to see the Colonel
before he went anywhere. Major Denton then proceeded to his quarters
and in & few mimites the Colonel and his Adjutant came in. The following
oonversation ensued:

Colonsl: Major, I want you to get on the airplane
waiting for you and go to No. 2.

Major: I understood, Colonel, that we were to have
a conversation before I was sent anywhere.

Colonmel: I have & sick commander and want you to
ﬂ‘dt‘hm‘tlﬂlat

Denton: In that case I request that you report
as unfitted for duty. ;

Colonel: I am not going to argue with you — you
are going on that plane or I am golng to try you.

Majors Then, sir, T suggest that you try me.
Colonsl: Prepare ths charges, then, Captain.”
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Colonel Wimsatt and his adjutant then left the building.

It is difficult for the Committee to understand how a command-
ing officer, assuming he was such and a superior officer, could send a
mnﬂimhwnﬁmﬁﬂ%mﬁnmﬂhthm
officer had, and fully understood, complete instructions as to the
duties to be performed and the exact location of the place of assignment.
It should be borne in mind that Colonel Wimsatt was fully aware that this
officer had not been in the Aretic before and did not know what conditions
he was facing, nor whether he was being sent to & flying field, a
weather bureau, or a radio station.

The evidence presented to the Committee shows that later that
day, June 23, 1943, Major Denton was placed under arrest and confined to
his quarters, having access only to the transient mess and the latrine,
which were in adjacent buildings. )

On June 24, 1943, at 10145 &. m., Major Denton had delivered
to him & copy of the following orders

WHEADQUARTERS BASE COLMAND
APO 858, cfo Postmaster
New York, N. Y.

23 June 1943
SFECIAL ORDERS )

'
NULEER m )

1. Major MARION G. LENTON, 0L50432, Air Corps, having reported
for duty with this Command 18 June 1943 pursuant to Paragraph 3, classi-

fied Special Orders 156, Headquarters Army Air Forces Southeast Training
Center, Maxwell Field, Alsbama, dated 8 June 1943, is hereby relieved
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from attached to Headquarters and Headquarters Company Base Command,
APO 858, ofo Postmaster, New York, N. Y., and assigned to Army Base,
APQ 679, o/o Postmaster, New York, N. Y., and will proceed thereto-
unu{mnu-mwum Upon arrival Major Demton
will sssume command of Army Base, AFO 679, c/o Postmaster, New York,
N. Y., relieving the m_nﬂu officer Major CARL C. JENSEN,
0306039, Infantry. Transfer of funds and property, etc..will be
sccomplished according to appropriate Army Regulations.

» * *
By order of Colonel WIMSATT:
THOMAS L. ANDERSON
Captain, Infantry

Adjutant
OFFICIAL:

/s/ Thomas L. Anderson
THOMAS L. ANDERSON
Captain, Infantry

Adjutant®
HEADQUARTERS BASE COMUAND
AFO 858, ofo Postmaster
New York, N. Y.
23 June 153
SPECIAL"\ORDERS )
\ ]
e MR R,

1. Extracted.

2. Major CARL 0306039, INF, is reld dy and assign-
ment Army Base, APO 679 NIC, and lﬂtﬂdhlﬂh—.mﬂﬂ,m-
He WP thereto H.rtt-nﬂlhh! reporting upon arrival to the
Cﬂw,w“m-ndntthtﬁrﬂlnth{ﬁlp}.

. motumzsm-tumumormﬂa;m,

, to Base Hq & BEq Co, AFO APO 858 NYC, for adwinistration is here-
wuund'.r-d made of record.
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By order of Colonel WIMSATT
THOMAS L. ANDERSON
Captain, Infagtry
Adjutant
OFFICIAL
/uo/ Thomas L, Anderson

THOMAS L. ANDERSON

Captain, Infantry

Adjutant™ ]

The fact that the above order was-published after the arrest of Major
Denton and not prior to the foregoing oral order, would not have been
important or irregular, in the interest of time, had Colonel Wimsatt, or
his properly designated officer, taken up the matter of mssigmment and
duties to be performed mnd had informed Major Demton that an order cover-
ing the disoussed agsigmment 'lﬂll-'.llﬂ follow him.

However, in complete abpencs of any advance instructions or
discussion relative to the sssigmment in question, and belleving his
orders to be definitely centrary to such aeticn, Major Demton's case
presents a very unususl situstion. It is understandable that if combat
conditions sotually existed, or there was danger of its taking place,
thers might be oceamsion for & commanding officer tc dlsregard the formal-
ities which were certainly due in this instance; but such conditioma
did not exist.

A olose sxamination of the conversation alleged to be & legal
order given by Colonel Wimsatt to Major Demton, knowing that based upon

that conversation charges wers preferred, would lead a thinking man to
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wonder if he were being "shanghaied," Itnlthr—huﬂthgtll.:

and eat at transient mess, the same as any visiting offiger,

The Committee has before it the fact that onm July 10, 1943,
Colonel Wimsatt was relieved Iof his command at Greenland Base Command
on orders instituted in Washington as of June 24, 1943, the next day
after the alleged violation by Major Denton.

Colonel Albert D. Smith, now a Brigadier General, relieved

-‘Eulmlﬁmtt, mdmkwneo;lmdotﬂrpﬂm&nGMM

July 10, 1943, and immediately went on a mission to Iceland, returning
to his command on July 28, 1943. mnngﬂlurthntim-mﬂ, from
June 23, 1943, to July 28, 1943, Ilﬁrbmrtonhl.dr-umdinhighlr ;
restricted confinement. Then on July 28, 1943, Colonel Smith called
Kajor Denton to his office and 1lifted the confinement. In his conversa-
tion with Major Denton, Colonel Seith invited a full’ explanation of his
Position, saying that he had heard of Major Denton's case while in
Washington, prier to coming to Greenland, and wanted to help any one
in trouble; mtlﬁjnrhntmmmtlﬁrim:ndhmnﬂmh
treat him as one; that when he, Denton, went out of the door of that
office, he could do anything that any other officer of the base could doj
that Major Denton would stop eating in the transient officers' mess, and
would eat with the permanent officers; that Colonel Wimsatt was trying te
protect Major Lloyd; that he, Colonel Smith, was in hopes that Washington

would send the charges back for another investigation and recommendatiom,
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and, in.that case, it would be disposed of. Colonel Smith exhibdted
to Major Denton &' letter he had received from Maxwell Field, stating
Major Denton's 5. 0. - 15 had been amended, assigning him to the Oreen-
land Base Command. Major Denton did not receive a8 copy of the amendment,
but was shown same at Mitchel Field on August 20, 1943, the day of the
second investigation, at which time Kajor Denton asked for and was
furnished with a typewritten copy. The Amended Order reads as follows:
"HAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE JHD /egw /151 5-4U
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AG 201-Denton, Marion G.
(6-2-43) PO-d.
B July, 1943
Subjecty Amendment of Orders.
Thru; Commanding General,
Southeast Air Force Training Center
Maxwell Field, Alabama.
Tos Major Marion G. Denton, 0-1580432, Air Corps.

1. The Secretary of War amends paragraph one (1) of classified
letter orders AG 201-Denton, Marion G. (6=2-43) PO-A, 5 June 1943, pertain-
ing to Major Marion G. Denton, to read as follows; It is desired that you
issue the necessary orders to relieve Major Marion G. Denton, 0-150432,
Air Corps, from his present assignment and duty, effective at such time
a3 will enable him to comply with this order, and assign him to the

Greenland Base Command. He will proceed from his present station to
Fresque Isle, Maine, and report to the Commanding Officer, North Atlantic
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Wing, Air Transport Command, not later than 15 June 1943, for transporta-
tion by air to destimation. Upen arrival at destinatd will report
to the Base Commander for duty. y o

/e/ Ben D. Culleton
wm General.
‘Mistributions

Commanding General, Army Air Force.
Army Postal Service, Room 3-e-561, The Pentagon

A fnu: COPY
/s/ W. Stone

W. STOME

Major, A.G.Ds

Asst., Adj. General."

If the original order of June £, 1943, pursuant to which

Major Denton proceeded to Greenland, was clear as to ite proper interpreta-
tion, there was no need to issue corrective orders dated July 8, 1943, and
in that very correction it creates in the opinion of the Committee, a
doubt on the part of the War Department itself as to the meaning of the
orders of June 8, 1943. It is, furthermore, firmly the opinion of the
Committee that where such a doubt existed as to the proper meaning and

interpretation of orders as to cause the War Department to correct them, as

"2 done, the situation thereby corrected is certainly not ons to result
1.+!1_1._Mmtmdngofmnrnwﬂthgp!5nwrdmmull]sm
had, to twelve years at hard labor, nor in faet to evep mibissh.bin.te.
trial by court martial, The Committee notes that as late as July 8,

1943, ﬁwmtmﬁmmmwsdmrmtutmm
not assigned Major Denton to the Oreenland Base Command, as is shown by
the foregoing amended orders addressed to Major Marion O. Denton through
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* Commanding Oeneral, SEAFTC, Laxwell Fiela, ilabama, and not throurh the
comranding gereral of Greenland 3ase Command., Therefore, tne commanding
‘efticer (eith.r Colonel Wimsa*t or his sucesescr) could not have assirned
him to the CGreenland Base Commend without proper authority from the War
Department, and, likewise, neither of them could possibly have been his
superior officer on June 23, 1943, for the purpose of giving him orders
of duty. The amendment nezates the charge of violation of the 64th
Article of ilar.

Major Dentony left Groenland on Augpust 17, 1943, on ordsrs to
report to Himﬁi)lld for temporary duty. On August 20, 1943, ne was
ordered to appear before an investisating officer for a second investipa-
tion. Colonel Wimsatt did not appear before this M“ltinltin;‘m‘finir,
but his statement of expected testimony was introduced. It could be
reasoned that the Commanding General of the First Alr Corps did not
adopt tho report previously made in Greenland but instead ordered a
new investigation upon which a recomsendation for a court martial trial
sould oe succesafully based, In. this second iiwnltigttini Colonel Wimsatt weas
conspiowous by his absence, although readily availablo. " This is borne
out by a portion of the record nf.tritl‘. Defense moved to quash the
charpe upon the gpround that the sharges and specifications were not piven ,
a fair and impartial investigation, that the inveptigating officer
exceeded his smuthority in that he moted as judge and jury to determine
the legality of the order .involved, ana that the accused was not piven the
oppertunity to examine all of the docuwments alleged o be in the

acouser's possession, It is velieved that ilajor Ldward A. Borsage
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exceedsd his muthority in mssuming to examine all documents ‘and determin-
ing whether they wers legal without disclosing their contents to the
acoused or prﬂdunln; them. I_n denying the motion to quash, t.h- court

had before it the statement qu the pruuuﬂl.unjn objection to the motion,
to wits :

"Prosecution: The Acouser, Colonel Wimsatt, was
present and was called to testify befors the investization
officer. At the investization by Colonsl Bparke at
Hitchel Fleld, the accuser, Colonel Wimsuit, was not
available. At that time Colonel Wimsatt was in Arkansas.

fio had_not yot been oalled for the rial - the other —
Ascording to the prosscution's statement, it had been determined befors
the second investigation was ecndusted, that there was to bs a trial,
Thorefore, his iovestization report must meet that requisite, and it ias
manifest that he had to keep out of uis report any possibility of the
question of legality arising, oy making the sccuser "zot available.” (Can
it be that this complies with the 70th Article of iWar requiring that an
investiration shall e torourh and impartial? If 4% is not the province
ef the court to deternins whather or not the investigation was or was not
tiu:ruu;h and impartial, but a matter for the reviewing authority, how was
the reviewing suthority to be able to determine the legality of the first
investication when it was discarded, thereby reaciiing the inevitable con=
clusion that its disclosure would prove thers was no violation?

At ﬁm.trul. dajor Denton could not ret the defenso counssl of
his choice, and tne reason given was that s was not available, although

Uajor Denton had asked for him immediatel - arter nis arrival a: Mitehel
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Fleld, August 18, 1943, and the trial was held on September 27, 1943.
Two officers unimown to the accused were appointed defense counsel, and
in contrast with the members of the prosecution, the defense counsel
had little experience with serious d:u;m, neither one being a member of
the Judge Advocate General's Office. A Colonel Gersten, who has the
reputation of being an outstanding defense counsel, was dui:mhd law
n-hn‘r of the court as originally constituted. Late Saturday afterncon
before the trial was to begin on Monday morning, Colonel Gersten was
relieved as law member, and a Colonel Fisher, who was a member of the
Judge Advocate General's Office, and who had an office in & temporary
building adjeining that of the Trial Judge Advocate, was appointed. The
same order named a member of the Judge Advocate General's Office from
Vashington as Trial Judge Advocate, while the oripinal Trial Judge
hdvocate was named as assistant.

To sustain the charge, it would have been compulsory to have
the testimony of the officer in the Adjutant General's C'ﬂ‘.il:t; in Washing-
ton, who gave the directive to SEAFTC to issue order to Ya jor Denton,
Lt. Cols J. He Dailey. That officer wus responsible for the issuance
of this order, and he knew what it directed {o be obeyed. His testimony
would have shown whether or not he intended to assign Major Denton to
be poet commander of Greenland Fase Command and to assume that command
upon arrival there. This officer is now and was then Chief of the
Overses Assigrnment Sectimof the Adjutant Genersl's Office and upon
inquiry from him for the Committee he stated that the airmy Adr Forces




mw:hdthtnjormntmb-ungmdumtmnrth&m-
land Base Command; that before those orders were actually prepared he
received a telephone message from the Air Forces to the effect that
they "had better make it by direction of the President because an _
officer on the Post ranked him," and that it was for this reason that
they put in that it was by order of the President; that "othervise,
if he would have reported to the Post to which he was assigned the
other chap who ranked him would still have been the Post Commander,
not Denton," g

This should entirely eliminate any doubt as to what was
intended in issuing the order of June 5, 1943, to Maxwell Field which
mthnhuilorth;urdursor.}uma,lgfdtomtm,hutinldditim
to this those orders were not clear or definite even to such extent,
Furthermore, there is no question but that full authority is duﬁ.td't-lr
found in existing law for the President to issue such orders in the
event of his determining that they are indicated as stated in the Federal

Code Annotated;

"l591. Rank and precedence among Regulars, Militia, and
Volunteers (article 119).— In time of war or public danger,
when two om more officers of the same grade are on duty in
the same field, department, or command, or of organizations
thereof, the President may assign the command of the forces
of such field, department, or command, or of any organization
thereof, without regard to seniority of rank in the same
grade, (June 4, 1920, c. 227, sub-chapter II,1, 41 Stat. 811,)"

There was clearly confusion in the issuing of said order, as was shom
in a letter from the ddr Adjutant to Colonel Philip Doddridge, Maxwell
Field, Alabama, dated July 6, 1943, in answer—to a letter dated
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June 30, 1943, from Colonel Philip Doddridge, and the amendment ,
These tro letters are quoted below;
' T —

HEADGUARTERS
ARKY AIR FORCES SOUTHEAST TRAINING GENTER
Maxwell Field, Alabama

30J\.|nt1943-

Colonel Fred C. lﬂ.lﬂl‘, A. O, Dll
Adr Adjutant Ceneral,
Headquarters, army Adr Forces,
The

'llhiﬂltﬂ'l' 5- C‘I
Dear Colonel Milner;

"I am submitting to ¥ou & situation that has arisen in Greenland
and which has come to our attention through personal correspondence.,

"Pursuant to a secret letter, The Adjutant General, dated 5 June
1943, file AG 201-Denton, Marion G. (6-2-43) PO-A, this headquarters
issued paragraph 3, Special Orders Ko..15, 8 June 1943, which reads
in part as follows, ¥

"dajor Marion G. Denton, 0150432, Adr Corps # + # by direction of
the President is assizned as Post Commander of the Greenland Fase
Command. He will proceed # # *. Upcn arrival at destination he will
assume command. '

"You will note that the wording in the letier of The Adjutant Cereral,
cited above, is identical to the wording we use in our Special Orders.

"Attached is a copy of a letter written by Major Denton to an
officer in the Judge Advocate's office of this headquarters, which indicater
either a serious situwation existing in Greenland or very definditely a
misunderstanding as to Uajor Denton's status,

"I pass this on to you for any action that you may deem desirable
and appropriate, and would very much appreciate advice from you as to what
action you may decide to take.

"With kindest personal recards,
Sincerely,
/s/ Fhilip Doddridge
t/ PHILIP DODIRIDGE,
cﬂlnnll, &, I.I" D,,
AdJutant General




6 July 1943.

Colonel Philip Doddridge,
AAFSE Training Center,

Dear Colonel Deddridges

"I had the matter of Uajor Denton's assipnment looked.
up in our Personral Division, They have just informed me that
they have asked "he Adjutant General to @mend the order to delete
80 much as reads 'and by direction of the President assi.mn him as
Base Commander of the s Base Command' and to substitute there-

"I do not know if the original order was a mistake or
not. It has apparently caused considerable difficulty and I hope
that the change mentioned above will straighten out matters with=
out further trouble. If I can be of further service, let me know,

Sincerely yours,

FRED C. MILAER,

Colonel, A.G.uD,,

Adr Adjutant General

SR
Uajor Denton attempted to carry out the duty assigned in

S5.0. = 156 and 1in so Joing he was clearly justified by the foregoing
sfacts. if there was a violation of Colonel Vimsatt's order in defiance
of 5.0. = 154, it was not chargeable to Major Denton, but to the
hdjutant General's Cffice in Viashington. When Colonel Jarey testified
that lajor Denton had boen sent to relieve Colonel Wimsatt, the Trial
Judge Advocate said, "That in itself is ridieculous, not even the

%
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President can do that," This is contradicted by extisting law as
quoted above,

Colonel Malcolm Stevart, a Regular Army officer of thirty
years experience, whose assignment was Air Inspector of the First Air
Force and whose duty was to see thltlllm-dar:mpumlg carried
out, wac not allowed to testify for the defense as to what was Ma jor
Denton's duty under that order, because they said he was not an expert,

Colonel Raynor Carey, AGD, Adjutant Ceneral, First Air Force,
was called as a witness for the defense. His testimony, in part,

follows;

<. But due to your experience you were taken
in here as Adjutant General and sent up here as an experi-
enced man to assist in the proper writing of orders for
the Firet Air Force?

A. That is my duty as Adjutant General of the
First Air Force,

4. I hand you an erder which is marked "Exhibit
Fo. 1" in this court-martial proceecing and would like
to ask you to read Paragraph 3 particularly of that
order,

A. (¥itness reads as requested).

w: Colonel Garey, if you wrote that order and an
officer came to you and said it was not clear to him, what
would you tell him his dujies were to be? .

A« I would read over the order to him and tell
him he was assigned as post conmander of the Greenland
Base Command,

§+ Would you interpret any other post cther than as
post commander, Creenland Base Command?




A. It doesn't mention anything other than the post
commander, (reenland Base Command.

~+ His duty would be to assume command as post
commander of Greenland Base Command?

A. That's vhat the order says.
4B EEe

&. If I should tell you that the Greenland Base
Command consists of several posts?

A. He would be post commander of whatever was in the
Greenlend Base Command if there was more than one. There

‘} can be only one Lase or post rommander,
In the prosecution's summstion of the case to the court, his

statements are quoted;

"e..The whole defense has been that Colonel Wimeatt
was not the accused's supsrior officer and that defense
is based upon a very nice interpretation of Paragraph 3,
Specification Orders No. 156, introduced in evidence as
Frosecution's Exhibit No. 1. The defense would have the
court believe that that order meant to say "the". post
commander, The prosecution asks the court to believe
that that order meant "a" post commander. If that word
"a" had been in there, there could have been no question
as to the meaning of that crder. It is our belief that
with the evidence before the court there can indeed be

e no question as to the meaning of that ordere..."
If the prosecution suggested that "a" should be read into the

order of June 8 as stated in the above quotation so that the order would
read "a post uu-lndnr.'.j.t. would seem necessary that the Court proceed

D then to read inte the orders something to indicate which post he was to
cormand, as the evidence shows clearly 'bhal!‘! were three posts in
Greenland. It seems hardly within the realm of justice for a trial court
to reconstruct an order and upon that reconstruction render a verdict
against the defendant, particularly when the War Department itself had

|
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reconstructed the order under the date of July 8. If the court
reached its verdict after such mental processes, thlrl'hr creating a
nunc=pro-tunc order, it is a far cry from Justice as the Committes
sees it.

The prosecution stated that Major Denton offered no rebuttal
to the "presumption that this command was a lawful command."™ The ;
whole military machinery is within the reach and command of the Judge
Advocate General's Office and if that statement of the prosecution
intends to convey that they had rather convict an officer than to
summon information from the appropriate departments that might reflect
favorably upon an officer, then, indeed, justice by court martial has
reached "an all-time low."

The Committee is informed that in ten minutes after thn court
was closed they had arrived at a verdict of guilty. This is a further

indication that it was predetermined that the accused was to be tried

by court martial and convicted. The accused was thereafter sentenced to

be dismissed from the service; to forfeit all pay and allovances due
or to become due and to be confined at hard labor, at such place as the
reviewing authority may direct, for twelve years. It is understood
that following a review of this trial record, in accordance with the
ususl procedure, by the Judge Advocate General, that the sentence of
12 years m&mrﬂuﬂ“ﬁm,mﬂtﬂt‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂhtm
referred to the President for appropriate pction,

To be guilty of a violation of the 64th -Article of War, it
must be shown conclusively that the accused acted "wilfully", or with
bad intent. It must also show that there was a lawful command by a




".hmmﬂmmuhmmm-nm
*—n ""hmxmm The mix-up in that
“Wﬂ.ﬂﬂ””hﬂb&.ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂm
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Additional evidence mkiuosd at this hearing from Army officsrs
MH-P““.MM‘EMM&M.&M,
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S | Had they been 4n command in Colonel Wimsatt's place, no such
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~ orash & few months previous to the arrival of Major Dentom. The
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'e_, *'%-nh:l.hu-m Subsequent to Colonel Wimsatt's return from the
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i offenses became excessive. When Colomsl Smith took command after the
% “ removal of Colonel Wimsatt, he promptly freed & mumber of soldiers so
s ; persecutad,
2045 sigitfans, 3a ts Camdtton’s opindon, that the Army
@id not find it convenient to grant Major Denton's request to have as
* : his defense counsel Captain John C. Cook, but, on the other hand, it
y assigned a special officer from the Judge Advocate General's Office in
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Washington to Mitchel Field to proseoute Major Dentom.
Colonel Wimsatt had admitted that the orders were confused and
Major Denton did mot understand why he was sent to Greenland in the
first place since he was a technisal inspector of two ;I".I.I*l." sxperience.

Conclusion :

It is the opinion of the Camittee that the evidence adduced
at the trial of Major Denton, at the hesring, and as the result of the
investigations shows that a seriocus miscarriapge of justice has occurred
in the verdict and penalty a;zinst him. It is also the firm belief of
the Cormittee that it ie unnecessary categorically to enumerate all of
the points which contribute to this view as they are fully set forth in
the foregoing report. There is, however, one outstanding point which in
iteelf leaves no doubt that an error has been committed, and that is
substantiated by the original request for the issuance of crdeps to
Major Denton, for the reasons that the Army Air Forces requested the
AdjJutent Ceneral's Office to assipgn Major Denton to Greenland as Post
Commander, with mtmnum to assume cormand upon arrival at his destin-
ation; that shortly thereafter, and tefore the orders had been prepared,
Lt. Col. J. H. Dailey, Chief of the Overseas Assignment Section of The
Adjutant General's Office, received a telephone message from the Army
Air Forces stating that as Major Denton would be ranked by an officer at
that particular post, previously designated as being at the point of
destination, it would be advisable to have the orders issued "by direction
of the Prliiidlnt.' : .
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_ R Lail Salle conalaston frem this 1s that 4t we & partioalsr
“post to which it was intended that Major Denton should be assigned;’ that
ﬁﬂlmmﬂumﬂ“ first, by being the one at which
an officer outranked Major Denton, and second, by being the post at the
point af destination. The logical conclusion is that it was intended

by the criginal request from the Army Air Forces that Major Denton
m,u%umtmmmtmnmom,mﬂmuh_
mwm arrival. This is borne ocut by the fact that there was

o =

-ImnﬁnwnltmmtﬁMMﬂmmdmtt-beﬂmmarﬂnlr
i % !
B,‘ thare who ranked Major Denton,



Recommmdation

It is the Committee's belief that in th- trial of Major Denten
there was cleerly a misoarriage of justice and the Comaittoe respectfuily
recom=ends that the verdict and sentence of the court martisl be
disapproved by the President and that Lajor Denton be rntlornd to his

forner status,

e T

Chairman, Special Committee

Affairs
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U /L/f/?
May £0, 1840

Dear Miggy;

Perhaps in one of the Prepgident's relaxed
moments you will tell him how humiliated I am
at having caused any one a moment's anxiety in what
was on my part & thoughtless act.

I am enclosing & copy of the letter I have
Just written to Mr. Crimm. I am glad I gent the
inscription to be checked for otherwise you might
;u'rur have lmown the guilty party. Please tell the
Presidebt how sorry I am. My love to you both,

Ever affectionately,
B

Miss Marguerite LeHand —
The White Bouge
Rashington, D. C.
Ene.
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Ny dear Mr. Crimm;

I am, I think, more deeply bhumilisted
tlnl"r_bnnfhdur

¥hen I was in Washington with the girls
I did, s# you know, copy the inseription on the
desk in the President’'s study,

Of late I bave been making every effort to
collect stories illustrating internstional good-
vill end whem Nrs, Mtnhldthlhqut
the President's desk I immddiately resolved, as I
bave many times before, to co the imscriptism.
It never occurred to me that should have ssked
permispion to do so.

I assure you I touched nothing else on the r i
President's desk. If the drawer was elightly pulled

out it mas only because of my difficulty in seeing

the inscription.

The thought that I caused any one of you e
moment's anxiety hes made me very unbappy. I certalnly
#ill mot offend in this way again.

Very sincerely end contritaly,

Nr. Crimm
The White Howme
Washington, D. C.
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Au Clare de la luce o =

0 Lovely Luce -- 0 Comely Clarel

Lo you remember -- way back there --
Holding your lacquered nails aloft,

"The war we fight," you said, "is soft."

And while the vote in the balance

You turned the trick with all your talents.
You were the keystone brave and bouyant.
By Lucifer, were you clarevoyantl

Time marches on, events apace --
Are you a hoarder savi ace?
What say you now that Eisenhower
Has Ar;{ca within his power?

What say you of the bold attack
Where sea is blue and sky is black --
"Vive la Liberte" for alll

"Soft" was the word, do you recall?

"Soft" where the dauntless Callaghan
Gave life itself, where every man
Rode through the fire with flag aloft?
Say it again -- did you say "soft"?

0 Lovely Luce -- 0 Comely Clarel
The brave deserve the less unfair.
You are elected now, that's that --
The ring we'd say 1s in your hat.

bBut ere you pack your Vuitton grip

To take the Washingtonian trip,

While still responding to the toasts,
Remember this: that words are ghosts.

And when it's mealtime, never stoop
To see the letters in %ha soup.

The ghosts may form like homing birds
"My God," you'll ery, "™ ate my wordsl®

Howard Uietg.









Py
yr:ﬁ ! ; {

EAM O, DOREEY DORSEY B SHELTAON
::::’:-. l::::“” LAWYERS TELEFHOHES
A HE i
MALEE W, EeEAEE HEALEY BUILDING muw:":.
WA ATLANTA , OA.
y June 10, 1932,

ot
ﬁ’“;(/
Dear Franklin,

In re: gummeri vs. Roosevelt,

Your letter of June 8, 1922 with enclosures
received, :

The above sult is returnable to the October
Term of the Court and defensive pleadings will be pre-
pared, sent to you, and filed in due course, Since C.
%. Jones has sworn to the petition it will be necessary
that you file a sworn answer,

I hope the suit is subject to a general
demurrer, but it may state a cause of action. Ve will
conslder this cuestion carefully and advise you later.
I am afraid we camnot successfully attack the juris-
diction of or service in the suit. I am sorry you
have to be troubled with a matter of this kind.

Charlie joins me in the best of wishes and per-

sonal regards.
»
ﬂﬁ‘ﬂa-Q./

-

Sincere

CDD: IL

Hon.Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Executive Mansion,
Albany, New York,
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ch 4, 1888,

Dear Mr. Preaident:-

Thanks for your nlee latter of appreciation re =y Palm
Beach spesch. The speaker last year was Honer Cummings, and }r
the 014 fuard refused to let hi= give tham four ldeas on the -
than important Suprems Court imsue. Bo, only being the Attor-
ney Genoral of the (nlted States, poor Homer bowsed in defer-
ence to their wishes.

I also wap warned not to sention your good self nor the
Now Deal. But, not caring a damn for the old guard nor their
millions, and balieving that ideals and & friendship such as
I have alwaye had for yov (and that T pray you bave for =e),
plus the fact that you are - regardlesa of what you think of
o - the President of sy country, no one shall ever in my
pressnce - not even mr brother - insult or belittles you,
whether in private or in public.

Best mssured, I was not invited to the Stotesburys, and
I wan tha loneliesat man in Pulm Beach the day following =
speech. Thay revaked my guest card at thelr golf olub, and
only two people spoke to me all day; cne was A. P. Olannini
the banker, and the other 1ittle Archie 'oNeil. Hone of the
014 Dealsre, nor even the "phonay®™ New Dealers - of which
I am sorry to report there are =any - wanted to be sesn with
me., 3o [ laft and canms back howe. The Sun St111 Shines in
Arigona, so I'1l try that next.

Tou'll be bapmy to learn that I have the two greatest
hits in America: "King Richard II" and "Shadow and Subatance,®
mking me more monay than T can ever use. So, if my brother,
the 0. 5. Merslal of Rhode Tsland, s an ezbarrasament to you,
dismiss hin. I a= your friend, and will understand. Although
all ry troubls in R. I. bappened in 1932, when I fought them
in Conwention Hall in Chicago for you, whilst thay held out
for Al. S=ith, If it will give Senator Oresn and Senator Geary
any pleasure to lick me en this point, thay can have the sat-
igfaction with 7y blessing. But thay can't take away the fact
that I gave and will continue to give you my all, and T have
never asked you for a thing for myself.

"bat sipoerely, .
fon. Franklin D, Roosevelt, ‘E&ME

The White House,

Rashingtons PaBn ano rrooucen or:

“Hing Richard the Secord™ » “Shadow and Subuwnce™
“Thambe Up™ o “Big Hearved Herbert™ » “Ralobow Man™ o “Sidewal of Mew York” & “Ssppin’ Ou™ » “Sally, lere wnd Mary™
Wibvm Lasky™ o “Oreaser Lowe™ & “Honeymesn Lisa”, 52
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THE FRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK
THE INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

THE SLOANE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN :

BROADWAY anc 18BTH To 188Ts STREETS - A

NEW YORK, M. Y. ,«'L.--"""u_/'
November 6, 1936
hﬁl ' - ('AIIIJ—"' Lt /:" W
o -
Dear Franklin, g i A PR e
o i

First of all my hearty congratulations. R -
Now you and I went through & difficult experience

e

“Some years ago which remains for me an inspiration. From

the moment you were nominated the first time until today I ; 2

A

have told everyone, with firm convlietion, that in my Ihnle —~

PR

medical career I had not witnessed such gallantry as you :
displayed during your illness. Entirely on the basis of that
performance I voted for you the first time. g t;{ +
This time my vote went the other way, even after L -
___:.\In.a

& long talk with dear old Bishop Atwoodl My reason for this

change was not because of any lessened warmth in my friend-

ship or diminished admiration for your stout heart. It was

because as a bilologist I sensed an unsound attitude toward w34
one of nature's laws which Darwin and others pointed out. ; \
In fact I sent you a telegram last year quoting old pr, ~ ¥ /° g ¥ ¢
Aristotle to the effect that "the only perfect state is that -~ . = —
in which each man is equal according to his merit, and firm- * P

ly possesses that which is his own", This was the only com- W e
munication in our pleasant semi-scientific correspondence . 7 . ___
during the last three }&nru to which you did not retort. I v
think, however, that there was a dust storm at that partie- fﬁﬂ;f

ular moment.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK
THE INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
THE SLOANE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEMN
i BROADWAY AND 188TH TO 1887 STREETS
NEW YORK. M. Y.

As a citizen who 1s doing his bit in one small
phase of our national effort, I would lika;tn make the fol-
lowing observation. You cracked déwn on the Economic Royal-
ists for gouging "the peepul", I presume you have witnessed,
as I do daily, the W.P.A. so-called "workers", many of whom
are said to have private jobs on the side. These men, like
the "E.Rs." are also gouging "the peepul". I hope you will
by flery word and vigorous deed crack down on the "Royal
FParasltes" with equal justice.

Good luck,

As ever,

W,
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I am going to talk to you a Eifuﬂjgl‘g
pﬂiﬁéﬂiﬂ!ﬁiglﬁi The case I am going to
E&TE-E#E?-.EFE%»#E&ESEFE
reveal clearly how the international business interests protect themselves
in times of danger.

This story begins even before World War I. There was, at that time,
-EEEEFE-E&.EIEF-. This company was
ngﬂgrﬁaﬂﬁgs?&lﬂ. Because of German
iﬁﬁuagilhulﬂ.?hﬂﬂwﬂgg. After
EEEEEE‘EEEEEEE‘EE&
American interests. By 1930, however, through devious techniques kmown to
Eﬂnnﬂiuﬂﬁgﬂﬁhguﬂ this American company was again
FﬁFEE—EnFE__RE»&Eiﬂ.E the American
Boech Company. e

By 1934, through a series of inte rnational maneuvers the control of
EEEE::FEE-RE-E-&E&E:EE
Holland, which was acting as a dummy for German interests.

Then came preparstion for the present war. The German Reichsbank,
1E§E§§»EH&?E-EE#:0&E§EE§FF§E
and they decided to place nominal owmership elpewhere. The Reichbank tried
to sell the company to American or British interests, with the proviso that
1PEHEH§§ﬂEEEE¥&ETEE&EE§
owner, Robert Bosch. Finally, on May 6, 1940, it was suddenly reported that
the American company had been sold to the Wallenberg interests in Sweden.



" And who 1s Wallenberg?

Wallenberg, through Enpkilda Bank, Hl:t-mlllllof!lldn'l basic indus-
tries. In World War I, his rlth-r.llrmllllnhrgsr.. acted as a front
for German interests in the U, 8. In this war Marcus Wallenberg, Jr. arrived in
th-mt‘d&uhlinlmn-hﬂmllmu_uhﬁrthmﬂ_imﬁ
the American Bosch Company shares. During this visit he picked up millions of
mlmnmxmmummummmsumm'mmnpo:m
cents on the dollar, and boasted that he had unlimited funds for the account of
the German Reichsbank. While in this country — in order to protect the American
Bosch Company from seizure by the Alien Property Custodian in the event the
United States went into the war, - he established a seriss of holding companies.
The American Bosch certificates were placed in a company called Providentia Ltd.,
a Delawars corporatiom.

To cover the trail, completely, the Providentia Ltd. was in twn con-
trolled by three different Swedigh holding companies, behind which lurked the
shadowy figures of the Swedish banking family —- the l'll.llubnm Mr.
Fallenberg's major job while in the United States wag tn find the proper kind
of American through whom to operate. This Americen was lr George Murnane, former
asscclate of Ivar Kreuger, of the Swedish Match Truet, and an investment banker
in Few York. Mr. Murhene was formerly the cheirmen of the Board of Directors
of American Boech Company, and as early as 1934 there ig evidence to indicate
that he knew of the Germen control of the American Bosch Compeny. In 1940, when
approached by Wallenberg he agreed to serve 88 sole voting trustee &f the
American Boegch ghares. The purpose now wes to Americanize the eompany in case
of war.

Apparently, however, Wallenberg thought this Americanization was not sufficient,
80 in the spring of 1941 he :ppm_teh-d John Foster Dulles, senior member of the
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firm of Bullivan and Cromwell, Chief Adviser on Forelgn Affairs to Nr.

_ Dewey, and who is scheduled to be Secretary of State should Mr. Dewey

be elected.

What transpired between them we do not know, but we do know that on
August 1, 1941, Mr. Dulles became the sole voting trustee of the Providentia
Company, and we suddenly discover that the ghares of the American Bosch
Company were placed im the hands of Providentia Ltd. In other words; John
Foster Dulles agreed to protect the foreign interests of the American
Bosch Company, for the duration of the war. The voting .tnut agreement
expressly stated that Mr. Dulles' trusteeshlp was to end upon the termina- :
tion of the war, when the forelgn ;vmuri would resume legal control.

Now why was it necessary to find such a prominent name as Dulles to
act as voting trustee? You will recall that the time was 1940-41. We were
begloning to prepare for defense. The armed forces needed supplies for
Diesel equipment, and also needed aviation magnetos. Naturally, ths Bosch
Company tried to get the contracts. BSpecifically it wanted to obtain the
contracts for 17,000 engines from Pratt & Whitney, and 20,000 from the
firight Aeronautic Corporation. The Army took a look at the company and
refused to place the orders with a German firm. Frantic efforts were then
made by the Bosch Company to become Americaniged. Mr. Dulles was the
angwer. He became the sole voting trustee of the Boach Company and the
company got the contracts. The total business in 1939 was $3,000,0 00
and in 1943 about $50,000,000.

Now you know why Mr. Dulles became the sole voting trustes.

Thie ie not the end of the story. Elght months later, after an investi-
gation by the U. 8. Treasury, the shares of the American Bosch Company were

discovered to be Cerman owned. As a result, notwithstanding the fact that
Mr, Dulles had been for elght months the trustee for all the shares which
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were owned by the Wallenberg pecple for the w, that were veasted,
and are today in the hands of the Alien Property Custodian, -

. In case you do not know what {irms Mr. Dulles has represented in the
past, suffice it to mention that his clients have been Henry Shrosder
Banking firm, very close to German banking interests; the Dutok Phillips
Company; the Swedish EXF Company, and other companies, members of inter-
natiomal cartels.

It was Mr. Dulles who evolved the technlque of the woting tr&:t as a
means of Americanising foreign companies, thus giving enemy interests a
chance to trade on both sides of the fence.

The word "cartels"™ may cause you to wonder where cartels enter into
the American Bosch Company case. Here it is; although the Germen and
American Bosch companies had for & number of years allegedly been competitors
in the United States, and other parts of the world, im 1931 they entered inte ®
series ol sgreements relating to the fuel injection industries and they made a
divieion of territory on patented and umpatented products to restrict = °
competition. For instence, the American Bosch Company was prevented frr:u
mepulacturing certain products such as generators, without the npeniﬂ.c
approval of Bosch of Germany. Thanks to these cartel agreements the
Cerman Bogch Company hamstrung the American Diesel production. So much so
that the Navy, which reguired a steady flow of Bosch fuel injection equipment
for its diesel ship-building program, had to ask the American Boegch Company
to grant the patent rights to the Caterplllsr Tractor Company in order teo
menufacture the patented parts. And,®Bat do you think the attornmeys for the -
Americen Bosch company sald in July 19417 They refusedito grant the Navy
the patente unless they could obtaln German permission. The American
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Government stepped in in time, and the American Bosch Company has, since
then, been working elmost entirely for the war effort, and today is under
contrel of the U. 8. Government. .
We merely wanted to tell you this story to show you how internstional
cartels are operating in wertime, and how they find Amerlcans to protect
the foreign interests. Not only has Mr. Dulles, who as an international
lawyer camnot claim that he was ignorant of the nature of the American Bosch
Company, protected German interests of the American Bosch Company. He also
consented to act as a wt-ing.t.mtn in another holding company for Wallemberg
in this comtry -- the Nineteen Corporation — also a Delaware Corporatiom.
As regards Wallenberg, T might add that he has also acted ss & fromt
for the Sechering Company, Bloomfield, N. J., the famous German chemical
firm, and Thorer & Hollander, a German Company, New York. Both the Schering
Company and Thorer & Hollander are vested by the Alien Property Custodian
a8 enemy concerms.
Surely Mr. Dulles could have locked into the nature of these compenies

before he consented to act for Wallenberg.
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Pebruary 1, 1640

Dear Rabblti

And still the « AD o
are off for Hyde Park %o t, I think
you should have this right mway.

The President loved talking
to you and Maoc on Tuesday evening., I
only wish we all ocould have done the
same. However, I am sure you know how
much we missed you.

I am alsc sending the oard
shioh we gave the President and which I
want and Mag to sign and return %o me
for Fresident.,

Lots of love %o you.

As avar,

Enolosures

W.

' fal/tmb

Cashiers check No. 30733 dated 2/2/40 drawn on

the Rigge Vational Bank to the Order of
Margaret A. Durand in the amount of $17
eigned by the Asst. Cashier (7)

5.00
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Hov. 8 ¥ 1839

Memorandum for the President from General Watsomn

Attaohes message which George Durno gave him,

Re-Message vie Western Uniom from J.C. Qestreicher from
Mexico City (International News Service Correspondent)

regarding German Submarine U-68 which eruised off Tampico
Oct 17, 1939.

See:Navy folder-Irawer 1-1938
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