


THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

January 17, 1941. 

Peragp•l 

The Pr es ident thinks i t would not 
be a bad idea i f ~1ree American Le&ioanaires, 
the C01111•nder and two others, go to 
En&l&Dd to contact and aet t he views or 
the En&lisb Le&iODD&ires, lmowled&e OD 
air raid protecti on, et. 

EDWi ll ~ . WATSOJf 
Secr e tar; to ~le Pres i oent . 
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·. DI!:I'ARTMENT 0' STATE ~ 
1 
s, 

THE SECRETARY I\) 

January 21, 1~ • 
. 

MDIORAliDIIH FOR TilE PRE&IDE!IT: 

I attach hereWith a memoranduo 

rrom Hr . Atherton oonoern1ng 

Hr. Maloolm Lovell. 



~II W'riCIM._.....,.....,_ ft 

TH. Hc:t'ln .. ay or C'TI•T• 

.... -~.,·· 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

WDIORANDUW 

January 21, 1941. 

By reference from the Passport Division Yr. Lovell, 

a complete st ranger , called on me early in Oct ober stating 

that he represented the Quaker Service Council and through 

hie own efforts for peace he had personally established 

contact with Dr . Hans Thomsen, t he German Charge d' Affa ires. 

He added t hat he, as a Quaker, had given Dr. Thomsen much 

and able a dvice f or the r eestablishment of peace in the 

world. He informed me t hat Dr. Thomsen had been very much 

i mpressed by what he sai d and t hat he had discussed wit h 

Dr. Thomsen the possibility of ~oing to Europe to make a 

survey of Poland, Belgium, and Holland as to food and 

medical needs on behalf of the Quaker Service Council. He 

asked for any comment I had to make and l i kewise the 

possibility of his securing a passport. I said I had no 

comment to make be,ond the fact that if he intended to make 

s survey o r the needs or Poland, Belgium and Holland I 

believed before raising the question or a passport he 

ehould obtain assurances from t he Germans that he would be 

permitted to travel and r eport on conditione i n theae three 

countries 



•'' 

• 

-2-

countries. Mr. Lovell then added he felt ~. Thomsen 

would give him a letter of assurance and likewise letters 

of introduction to people in Germany with whom he could also 

discuss the Quaker ideals on peace . I refused to approve or 

dlsannrove his proJect . He reouested that if I change my 

mi nd I should communicat e with him . He left with me a copy or 

a book dealin~ with hie Quaker ancestry . Shortly thereerter 

I received the attached letter from Mr. Lovell to which I 

made no reply. 

A rortnlght or more ago Mr. Lovell called on me for the 

second time and eaid he had abandoned all idea or going to 

Eurone but that he still was ma1nteininp; hle contact with 

Dr. Thomsen or t he German Embassy. 

I thanked him ror t hls information. ~ nave no r~ther 

knowledge or Mr . Lovell 
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MAt.co&.W a. r.ou u. 

QUAKER SERVI CE C O U N C IL 

26 EAST )8TH STUIT 

Nnr YO&Jt 4utJ •I Tr•~tt'~ 
HOWAU L. CAI.IT 

JOHI't CoX, /1_. 
HowiU w ffi trn 

JV-.MTA I.G"'lU. 
lb.&.ml.W A.. 1.on:u. 
0.VM C. WMIPna 

Third of tenth mo., 1940 

Ray Atherton, Baq. 
Acting Chief, DiYiaion of Buropean Atfaira 
Department of State 
wam1ngton, D.o. 

Dear Kr. Atherton: 

l haYe decided that l will not make any fUrther 
effort to aecure State Department permiaaion to go abroad unleaa 
l hear from you that you approve my going. Now that you nre 
completely informed aa to full reaaona for going to Berlin 1 
think I should make no further applioation to the Pas sport 
DiYiaion . The7 have a letter tram me in t heir fila an4 could 
paaa me on that if they were ao instructed. 

Aa you auggeated I aaw Dr. Hans Thpmaen a.nd 
he stated that he waa willing to confirm to me in writing that 
I would be given every opportunity to cake a survey of Poland, 
Belgium an4 Hol land, aa to food and medical needs for t he winter, 
but 1 feel that I do not wim to aak for such a letter unleaa 
you think it beat for me to go, aa it would embaraaa me to make 
thia request of Dr. Thamaen, and then not go abroad after all. 

I realise that your Passport DiYiaion would 
issue my paaeport 1t you or the Auiatant secretary gaYe them 
the naceaaary inatructiona. I do not wish to go unleaa 7ou feel 
that it ia a patriotic and worth while effort on my part t o in­
formally an4 unofficially make the attempt to do the things 
I 80 trankl7 d1aouaaed with you. Your .udg&~~~.ant, an4 that of 
70ur superior, ia 80 auoh better than mine, that l feel l should 
now take no atep unleaa guided 07 JOU• 

I am glad to go it JOU think it beat, but I 
do not aeek to go. I &Ill. glad to otter my beat aervicea, and my 
life it naoeaaLry, 1t in &DJ wa7 I 111.&7 unoffioiallJ an4 privatel7 
serve 111.7 oountrr and bu.anitr. Please oelieYe me that I will 
alwara be aYailable for rou, and for any confidential and informal 
and realistic service JOU may desire. 

Unleaa I bear tram rou I will, therefore, lll.&ke 
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htr•drt Sttru;w1 

W.\LCOLW k . LOot-ILL 

QUAKER SERVICE CO U NCIL 

26 llAsr )8TH STUBT 

N'""YOliC "-J #/ T'•1su.t 

HOWAU L. C.U..rr 
)O" H Cox, IL 

How.- .. Hntft 
1\Wo-n• Lonu. 

............ tonu. 
CU'DI c. W'NIP?LI 

no fUrther move• in tll1.a matter, but w1.ll awa1.t your pleasure . 

Fa1.tll!Ully and oord1.ally thine 

Undl Sc'l)tm~-btt 1lnd.l940. piOM8ddf'UI all communlatlOill tO tht teft\I)Onry o4&«, +tO Rlnrtildc: Ortw ... N. Y .. Telephone: UnlnrtAty ~11 



COPY 

COPY OF PENCI LLED l•!El•lORNTDUl1 HI THE PRESI DEllT 1 S HANDWRI TING 

SE;!T BY Mli:SSEUGER AND XARKED COIH'I DEJITIAL 1(21/41 

• cor dell 

To esk Ray At herton jus t what, and all , he knows 

about ~lalcolm Lovell of the Quakers . 

F. D. R. 11 

D:CLA~STI'I!!:D 

By Dept1t 7 A=~l:l'' if't o£ th • U.S. 

Dy • . J . !> to..-Ul•t Dnto WW 3 1972 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

22, 19<U. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

W1ll you let me see the 

ane-..er to th1e'f 

F· !) , R. 

Dispntch from Harry Hopkins 
dated Jsnunry 22, 1941, 1n regard to 
c;nploy:nent of Br1t.1Ph Rh1pp1ng. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

I n vi e·,, of che f uct th c .:>ortu~aes5 

e..nct ~p:;;.nio;~h ..... te· a ... e not .i t l-)in the 
nrosori!>eJ zone ana in vie of our friendl'i 
~el~ttol ·it~ ootb nations , i t ha oeen 

.;ut; e ...... ed tbt. t · e r:a e u. t'<e sque:.dron 
from the Atl6ntic Flee t to o~nsi~ t sa~ 

of fo1.r or fi ve cruisers Ewcl t. dozen 
~ eotroye , bOd se~d them on e vt&it of 
co~r~esy to ~ieoon Lnd Cadiz . 

Tho origin of this uugges t\on 
1 ~ t1 e t' u~~t t~ t t~ i c might be ~ 
pos~i ble deter rent £~ains t {a) e Ger~cn 
atr.aol: on Enz l o.nd ( b) !. Ce:n:tan &ou th -
.• r.ra t .rot.Gh S 1ah • 

I pasJ thlQ on t o you LJ Qe·ely 
80~eth1ng t o clve consider~tion to . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

P !' .. c ... L 1 .• ~~ 42!i ££ I! ttil 

I t hink oC SIIOI\l d do someLhing . 

F.Q. R. 

o lfv. I 
J.1~iu. 

DispHtcb dbted Jbn. l8 , 1941 oo1~id~ntittl 

for t.he Presio.eut emu the. Secy . of St~ t.e 
frut: Harry Hopkins . Pe confeloence \11th 

(iueen 'loilhcmin& 11nd Va n 1< a],ffens , her 

1-11 nis tflr for Fo,..oign Af fa i rs . Re l:ing 

of Bt!lbittns and his dooir.ation by Hi tler 
anrl hoh' much a mE.SSb(.;e fron- the Pre.;;i dent 
·oul' hel..,J by ( verbb.l me!:lsat,:e frow s on eoue) 

J'l-nl \"~'FI~D 
Dy Dcput, ;,: • 0 .~. c: t he U.S. 

By 'i/. J 0 f:. tc• ... ·~ Dnto• ....:.;.;:MA~R.;.....-3 1972 



THE WHtTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February ?1 1941. 

I&IMQIUJfDUK FOR 

ntB SBCUT.lliY OF STATI 

What are we I *Yin& 1n 

rep1r to t he encloaed' 

F. D. I, 

Li~patch, o~tea Febr~ry 6 , 
1941, from A=b . Phillips ln re 
ev«CUatlng lt&.litll woman E.nd 
cnilnren from ltu~i~n ~st hfrlcu . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA8HINOTON 

-:---Cop·IDIBI.&L 

February 10, 1941. 

lilaiOIWIDOji ? OR 

THE S!CRFT~Rt Of STATI 

Will you apeak t o me 

about. tbisT 

F. D. R. 

wemorandum f rom h · A. Berle, Jr . 
r e C&n~du 1 s desire to nuve us u&sent 
to their senaing u couple of 
bot tHlions to e s tablish an &i r 
fiela in ~outh Greenland . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Februry 12, 1941. 

UII08.UDOII roa 
1'D 8.cu"r.UY OF B'fA'B 

For 70ur •1•• onl7. 

P1•••• read &Dd re,urn. 

F. o. a. 

~etter to t he Pr esi dent , d~ted 

Pebruary 8 , 1941, enclosing ~emo­
r c.ndu.:! f ro!ll Ktorry \' t. tkin~o N. D. 
Jay re .. ud r i d , from Tbomilo v. . L~mont . 

Hull not_~ co "e:? ~- r' turn, 
T"11 ~ i n G n . Cor .... ~ ••• o:- , un 

Lanont. , Tho ~ . 
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Dear ~oaa-

!b&DIE 7ou tor tbat SJrtereaU111 

a..oraDil•· 1 • tollo•iDI U \&P• 

I • clacl 7ou aDd 1 oocn&n taw 

.... •doc-boaae• 1D reapect to &07 Boward 

tbe UUu ps.equeak - &Dd ll'llcb lobuoe, 

wbo 1a Yer'7 properlJ cdlect •tbat d1apat­

t1DC old .... by., bo7 JlHot" Bowner, 

1 ca11110t bate e1tber ot ua.., but 1 aa 

awtu.l.l7 aorey tor tbea. 

no-aa w. Leaoat, ..... 
2) Wall au.K, 
In rorll:, 1. r. 
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