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OWNER'S NAME:
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CODE
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DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Jones County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:
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ISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:
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DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 [C] Federal [3¢ State
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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(Check One)
[] Excellent [] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated K] Ruins (C] Unexposed
CONDLTIN (Check One) (Check One)
X Altered [C] Unaltered [] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ruins of Fort Phantom Hill (41 JS 8) are scattered
over the crest of a hill 2 miles north of the Lake Phantom
Hill Dam and % mile east of Clear Fork in southeastern Jones
County. The site is bisected by Ranch Road 600 (see site plan).
Cultural debris at the site extends over a 20-acre area.

tructural remains include over a dozen chimneys, 2 small
buildings (including the powder magazine), and numerous founda-
tion outlines. All of these features are of limestone block
construction,/’

According to Hart (1963:43) most buildings were wood or
jacal (i.e., upright timbers placed in the ground and plastered
and/or chinked between), covered by thatched roofs. The officer
quarters were on the north side of the fort, the enlisted barrad
on the south. An inspection of the site in 1853 (one year befer
its abandonment) prompted the observation that "the officers
and soldiers are living in pole huts built in the early part
of last year. They are now in dilapidated condition. The
company quarters will in all probability, fall down during the
prevalence of the severe northers of the coming winter" (Hart,
1963:43).

4ﬁn 1854 the post was abandoned, and, although it was used
as a station on the Butterfield Overland Mail route (1858) and
served as a substation to Fort Griffin after the Civil War
(1871), it was never again coccupied as a regular military
station. Settlers moved in Phantom Hill during the late 1870s
and it became a buying and shipping point for bison hides. But
in 1881 the railroad bypassed the town and it was soon deserted.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| [C] 16th Century [C] 18th Century [J 20th Century
[C] 15th Century [C] 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1851
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [C] Education (] Political (] Urben Planning
[C] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specify)
[X Historic [J Industry losophy
(] Agriculture [C] Invention [[] Science
[C] Architecture [] Landscape [C] Sculpture
] Art Architecture [C] Social/Human-
[J Commerce [C] Literature itarian
[} Communications Military (] Theater
[C] Conservation [ Music X] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

With the expansion of western settlement and increased
contact between settler and Indian, the need for protection
on the trails west and at the fringe of the frontier became
necessary. Fort Phantom Hill, established in 1851, was part
of a cordon of forts established from the Red River to the
Rio Grande for this purpose./

Although it was a short-lived military post (1851-1854),
the post served as a Butterfield Overland station (1858) and
a substation for Fort Griffin after the Civil War (1871)15

The site has archeological potential as well as béing
a dramatic reminder of this significant era of western frontie
advancement.
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