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Second InauguralAddress BOO‘ ? 30P M~

 Thursday, January 20, 2005 -

) Draﬁ#axa\ -

Vlce PreS|dent Cheney, Mr. Chlef

— _ ——
e Justlce Presrdent Carter Premdent Bush

\

| PreS|dent Clmton reverend cIergy,

- | ;dlstmgulshed gUests-»,. feIIow C|t|zens:'5



2 S
On this day, prescnbed by Iaw and

—

L .»;-.l»marked by ceremony we ceIebrate the |

| fdurable W|sdom of our Constltut|on and

. ‘VrecaII the deep commltments that un|te our ‘,

‘?oountr I am grateful for the honor of thls

hour m|ndfuI of the conseguentlal t|mes |n~.

R Wthh we ||ye and determlned to fulflll the B

R oath that I have sworn and you have '-. (e E

~

| ¢'W|tnessed. -




At this secdnd g atheriing our duties 'are‘*-.--

| defmed not by the words | use but by the

_

. h|story we have seen together/ Fora haIf'
—

e 'century, Amerlca defended our own

—,‘— _—

o borders /After the sh|Ewreck of

| 'freedom by standln watch on d|stant

’;h_communlsm came years of reIat|ve qmet e

years of repose years of sabbatlcal and- i

| then there came a day of f|re |




_ 4
| We have seen our vuInerab|I|ty and
ﬁ

we have seen its deeEest source ( For as

—

Iong as whoI reg ions of the worId S|mmer o

) in resentment and txranny prone to

"|deolog|es that feed hatred and excuse
| — — SE——

»murder (wolence will gather and muItlpIy ~

CE——

“in destructive gower, and Cross the- most

defended borders, andraiSe a mdrtal

 threat.



There is only one force of hig torytha_t_Ean o
_.b"reak the reign ofhatfred a‘nd resentrne'nt L

*‘and expose the EretenSIons of ’gﬁnts anda " o
o :freward the hoees of the decent and kS

o tolerant, and t‘hat‘-ls, the force ofhum»an.v- }

o '_;f'reedom; |



We are led, by events and common

‘sense, to one conclusion: The survival of

o Iibertv in‘our"land' .. increasmqlv deDends o

~on the success of I|bertv in other Iands

- _-"The best hoEe for Lce in our world is he =

expansmn of freedom in all the world
,



7 |
Amenca S vrtaI mterests and our
—

deeeest Qe“efs are now one. (From the day e

*

of our Foundlng we have Eroclalmed that

N   eve x n and WO man on this earth has

o nghts and dlgn ty, and matchless value

‘because they bear the im ge of the Maker f

| ’of Heaven and earth




Across the generatlons we have groclalmedf;
—

the |mperat|ve of se f—government because

- ho one IS f|t to be a master and no one
| | -—

' fdeserVes to be a slave. Advanclng theiseh' S

 ideals is the mission that createdOur |

| Nation\ It |s the honorable achlevement ef

: our fathers‘ Now itis the urgent
. — m

~reqU|rement of our nation’s secunty, and o
L)

"‘th alllng ofourtlme !

sV
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So itis the pollcy of the Unlted States to T

‘seek and support theg_gwth of democrat|c s

Ry movements and lnstltut|ons in every natlon -

| ”and culture,._W|th,the ultl-'»m'ate 90'a|i°f endlng "

 tyranny in our world.
o - -



| 10
| Thrs IS not Erlmarrly the task of arms
\

-though we W|I| defend ourselves and our
| frlends byf orce of arms when necessary
§

- Freedom, by its nature, must be chosen, -

and defendedby oitizens 'andsustained by '

) the ruIe of Iaw and the proteotlon of

| mrnorltres

0.




And when the soul of a nation finaIIyr

»speaks the |nst|tut|ons that arise may

_, refleot customs and tradrtrons very different |
—-——- | —— ——

| from our own Amerroa erI not |meose our E

- ;,I 'own style of government on the unW|II|n

’

N f"Our goal instead i is to help others f|nd therr‘

*

| own v0|ce atta|n the|r ow fro

m and

| make thelr own way. S




The great ob|ect|ve of endlng ty anny |s -
| the Concentrated wo rk of genera |ons‘ The

’

- ldlfﬂculty of the task is no excuse for
” .

—

av01d|ng |t\ Amerlca S mfluence |s not |

— —

| »"'"unl|m|ted but fortunately for he oEEres ed

—

"Amerlca S |anuence IS conSIderabIe and we o

#— .
‘wiII use it confldently in freedom S cause.-,, g



My most SOIemn duty is to protect this |

| f‘natlon and |ts people agalnst further attacks |
i _—-— ———-_“ |

and emergmg threats/ Some have unWIser

| chosen-to test,A‘menca S resolve, and have .

found it firm.

1 3\

sve




We WI|| persrstently clarlfy the choice
# —

before every ruler and everx nation: The
moral oholce between oggressuon WhICh |s
—

always wrong and freedomI WhICh |s

,x'eternally ri ht( America will not pretend that

B ",Jalled d|SS|dents prefer the|r chains, or that

women welcome hum|I|at|on and servrtude

, orthat any hu_man being as res to Ilve-at
the mercy of bullies. L e

14



| Jgrudglng oonoessmns of_g;ators th_Lare

o there can be no human nLts wrthout |

| l We?will enc rofc minother-f-

: governments by mak|ng olear that suooess'

__— —

o |n our reIatlons erI reguwe the decent -
’

| treatment of their own Eeople ( Amerloa s .
E bellef in human d|gn|ty erI gwde our s

—

o pO|IC|eS yet ngh S must be more than the ’

*

secured by free dlssent and the ‘
” w—

o "part olpat|on of the ggye ed( In the Iong

o run there is no Justlce W|thout freedom and

human I|berty :




| 16 o
Some, | know, have questioned the global

appeal of liberty  though this time in history,

four decades defined by the swiftest advance ‘ e |

of freedom ever seen, is an odd time for

doubt/Americansof all peOPIesheu»ld" S

never be surprlsed bx the power of our

ideals / Eventually, the call of freedom comes |

_

o emwm/ We do not -

g a.__P.CCG tthe er

B because we do not acceEt the pOSS|b|I|ty of

' jpermanent slavery / L|berty Wl|| come to |

those who love it.
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Today, America speaks anew to the

—

o jpeoples of the world

AII who Irve in tyranny and hopelessnessi_,f~;."jj*':-‘,;

can know the Unlted States Wi ill not rgnore

_ N

“

- your oppressron or excuse your o

| oppressors / Whén you stand for you

'Ilberty, we erI stand wrth you g

47
SUR



| , | 18 - |
Democratro reformers faorng represslon -

pnson or exrle can know Amerroa sees

you for who you are: the future Ieaders of
your free country. e

The rulers of outlayv reg es can know .

rthat we st|II belreve as Abraham Lrncoln drd:,f"l‘ o

: ) “Those who denx freedom to others |
. —

) deserve it not for themselves and under
# #

the ruIe of a !ust God cannot Iong retarn |t "

18
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i The leaders of governments with Iong |

habits of control need to know: To serve

} Your people you must Iearn to trust them ( s

Start on this Journey of Erogre§s and

vJustlce,. and America will walk at your S|,de._

19
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S And all the allles of the Unlted States

‘can know we honor yourfrrendshlp, we rer~ o

on your counsel, and we depend on your

~ hel q Division among free nations is a
* | — -

. primary goal of freedom’s enem|e The

'oonoerted effort of free natlons to promote -

o 'demooraoy is a prelude to our enemres o

| ' defeat

20



Today, I aIso seeak anew to mx feIIow S

o o|t|zens
T —

o Fr0m all of yOu Ihave asked E’ atiencein

the hard task of secunng Amenca WhICh |

you have granted in good measure Our
“

Country has aocepted ob gatlons that are ,ﬁ L

~ difficult to il and would be dlshonorable -

| to abandon

21



Ye‘t' because we have acted in t he g eat

I|berat|ng tradition of th|s nation, tens of
’ — e—

millions have aoh|eved their freedom. (And B

?aS hope kindles hope m|II|ons more will f|nd”_"f

“

|t( By our efforts we have lit a fire as weIIv— o

a fire in the minds‘of men‘ | 'It warms thOse,

" who feeI |ts power it burns those who flqht L

»|ts oroqress and one dav thls untamed flre |

of freedom will reach the darkest oorners of :

ourworld.

22



Afew Amerloans have aooegted the "

‘—

| “,hardestdutles in th|s cause |n the qulet oo

—-—— —

~ work of |nteII|genoe and d|pIomaoy the

F

—

’.|deaI|st|o work of heIEmg ra|se up free

: governments the dangerous and

- necessarv \_/vgd( offghtlng our enemles/ . o

i ‘_‘jSome have shown the|r devot|on to our o |

o oountry in deaths that honored the|r whoIe o

"-llves - and we WI|| aIways honor the|r

" names and the|r sacrlflce., S

EER



All Americans have witness'.ed »this e

idealism 'ahd seme for the first tlme Iask ]

) : - . . b ' ! .

- ‘."ouryoungest C|t|zens to belleve the i

o ewdence of your eyes{ You have seen duty.'

- "'_and alleglance in the determmed faces of

) ‘our_..soldlers. o



. o 25 3
You have seen that life is fraglle and eV|I |s, 3

~

reaI and courage tnumphs Make the | ‘

- oholoe to serve in a cause Iarger than your

o »»wants Iarger than yourself and in your e

——

,days you WI|| add not JUSt to the wealth of

- our oountry, but to |ts oharaoter



e 26 el
. Amerlca has need of |deaI|sm and

| co,u-rage, because we have essentlal work o

—

’ at home — the unflnlshed work of Amerlcan! - |
G o

F

-' 'freedom ‘In aworld movmg toward I|berty,

we are determlnedt show the meanlng o

~ and promlse of liberty.

26
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| In'America’s ideal of freedom citizens

N _f-_fmd the dlgnlty and secunty of economuc =

—

- "mdw mstead of Iabormg on the

edge of subsistence. lThIS is the broader E

_definition of liberty that motivated the U
ﬂ |

Homestead Act, the Socual Securltx Act

—

* and the G.1. Bill of nghts

—



| 28
And now we will extend this.Vision by. o

Y

| reformmg great mstltutlons to serve the

. 'needs of our tlme / To glve everJLAmerlcan “

'a stake |n  the promise and:-future of our R |

[’country, we wil brmg the hlghest standards -

m .

to our schools ‘and burld an ownershlp

| "socrety.

28
Ssufl



_ 29 v
~ We will widen the ownershlp ‘of homes and
ﬂ | ,

busmesses retrrement sav,rngs and heaIth' |

- msurance preparlng our people for the

‘}§"',’v.;chaIIenges of life in a free socrety By
| #

o maklng every Cltlzen an agent of hIS or her o

. ',’."own destlny, we will give ourfellow e

b ‘Amerlcans greater freedom from want and

| ;f.fea,r, and make our socrety more

 prosperous and justand equal.
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InAmerlcas ideal of freedom the ublic“"‘i”‘

——.—'

N lnterﬁ_(l_e_ggn_ds on pnvate character — on |

| D‘o|ntegr|ty and tolerance toward others and AT

- the rule of consciepce in our own Irves ( O

.'»Self-government relles |n the end on the |

| governrng of the self

50



;That edrflce of character Is bunt in famllles: o

~

 supp orted by commu nities wrth standards o

and sustalned in our natlonal I|fe bue

| truths of Slnal the Sermon on the _I\_/]ount }
the words of thg ngn an*dthe var|ed S
_ *

fa|ths of our peopl Amerrcans move |

. "forward in every generatlon by reafﬁrmmg S
— —

’

aIIthat iS goo and truethat came before—.-_«_f

m

|deals ofjustlce and conduct that are the

| same esterda ,todax and forever

3
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In*America’s ideal of freedom *the axn
exercrse of rrghts is ennobled by servrce o

- and mercy, and 2 heart for the weak(
_ —

| L|berty for a|| does not mean mdependence o

‘from one anothe Our natlon relres on men

. and women who look after a nelghbo_r and-
“surround the lost with love.

32



~ Americans, atour best 5vaIue the Iife we*l s

E-see |n one another and must aIways a

| 'remember that even the unwanted have . -

“_

wo:tn And our country must abandon aII=_ 

the hab|ts of racism, becauSe we cannot o |

, ———— _
- carry the message of freedom and the |

._baggage of blgotry at the same t|me

“—



From the perspectlve of a smgle day, el
— ‘

mcludlng this day of dedlcatlon the |ssues -

and-‘questrons before ‘ourcountry are many.( |

From the viewpoint of centUries' the LA

< questlons that come to us are narrowed

and fe\:\{ D|d our generatlon advance the .

cause offreedom’? (And did our character Lo

’brlng credit to that cause’?

- 34



~ These g ueStions_that|'Udge us also unite

us, because Americans of every party and

- background, Americans by choice and by

" hirth are boundtooneanoth‘er inthe oa'use .

 of freedom ‘We have known d|V|S|ons

WhICh must be healed to move forward in -

great purposes } and | WI|| stnve |n Qood S

‘ —

fa|th to heaI them

o S8



 Yet those divisions do n0t define America.( i

We felt the unlty and feIIowshrE four

*

~ nation when freedom came under attack

: and our response Came I|ke a srngle hand c
M‘ *_

over a srngle heartl And we can feel that o

| same unltx and prlde whenever Amerlca R

| acts for good and the vrctrms of dlsaster |
are glven hope and the un ust encounter 2

i :]ustrce and the captlves are set free
M

- 36




 We ‘go forward with Complete

confidence in the eventual triumph of .

| _freedorn. I Notbec’:ause historx runs on the o

| ‘_wheeIs of |neV|tab|I|ty |t |s human ch0|ces

| that move events ( Not because we |

- conS|der-OUrseres a chosen natlon;»(é_g_d -

moves and chooses as HewiIIs./We have

Cenfidence b*ecaUse freedem' is the

‘permanent hope of manklnd the hunger in

m

| .dark Elaces the longing of the souI

~—_

37
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e 38 | .
B ’When our Founders dec!ared anew order

o of the a es; when soldrers d|ed In wave
. “

N upon wave for a un-lon based on Irberty'; R

~

when citizens marched in peaceful outrage oo
' — v

“

| undﬂt_hg_bannﬂ“Freedom Now - they

were actmg on an anC|ent hoee that IS

“

: meant to be fulfrlled( Hrstory has an ebb
”

“

_and flow of |ust|ge but hi story also has a

o vrsrble d|rect|on set by I|berty and the | Ry

- Author of L|berty

38



When the Declarat

| was frrst read In publrc and the L|bert¥ BeII o

R was sounded in celebratlon a W|tness sald :

-

- “It rang as if |t meant somethlng (In our '

| tlme it means somethlng strII Amerlca |n e
g this yOung century,proclalmsllberty }
| through0ut al the world, and to a'IIthe [

vlnhabltants thereof Renewed in our |

»'-lstrength tested but not weary we are

ready for the greatest achrevements in the

o hlstor¥ of freedom

3
CSuB
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o May God b_l'e,SS YOAU,V andmay He WatCh N g

" over the United States of America.

40
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" |deals is the mission that created our Nat|on lt is the honorable

achievement of our fathers. Now it is the urgent requrrement of our nat|on s

'_,securlty, and the caII|ng of our time..

So |t is the pol|cy of the Unlted States to seek and support the growth : .

of democratic movements and institutions in every nat|on and culture wrth - E

- the ultlmate goal of endlng tyranny in our world

Th|s is not prlmarrly the task of arms, though we will defend ourselvesf'"

~and our friends by force of arms when necessary. ‘Freedom, by its' nature, -
" must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law -

and the protection of minorities. And when the soul of a nation finally

| speaks the institutions that arise may reflect customs and trad|t|ons very

~ different from our own. America will not impose our own style of - e
o ‘government on the unwilling. Our goal instead is to help others flnd the|r R
-~ own v0|ce atta|n their own freedom, and make thelr own way -

The great objectrve of end|ng tyranny is the concentrated work of

‘ generatlons The difficulty of the task is no excuse for avord|ng it.
America’s influence is not unlimited, but fortunately for the oppressed
~ America’s influence is. conS|derable and we will use it confldently in:
' 'freedom scause. - SR : o

My most solemn duty is to protect this nat|on and |ts people agarnst o
further attacks and emerging threats. Some have unwrsely chosen to test SO

Amenca S resolve and have found it flrm

We wrll perS|stently clarify the ch0ice before every ruler and every

: nation: The moral choice between oppression, which-is always wrong, and R
~ freedom, which'is eternally right. America will not pretend that jailed -
- dissidents prefer their chains, or that women welcome humrlratlon and
| -servrtude or that any human be|ng asprres to I|ve at the mercy of bullres

We will encourage reform in other governments by maklng clear that

" success in our relations will require the decent treatment of their own
- people America’s belief in human dlgn|ty will guide our policies; yet rights
- must be more than the grudglng concessions of dictators; they are secured.
by free dissent and the part|C|pat|on of the governed. Inthe long run, there‘
- is.no Justlce without freedom and there can be no human r|ghts wrthout |

human li berty



7 Some 1 know have questroned the gIobaI appeaI of. I|berty— though
~ this time in history, four decades defined by the swiftest advance of
freedom ever seen, is an odd time for doubt. Americans, of all peopIe
“should never be surprrsed by the power of our own ideals. We do not

o accept the existence of permanent tyranny because we do not accept the-

possibility of permanent slavery. Eventually, the soul will not be chained, .
~and the mrnd will not be bound Eventually,. Irberty will come to those who =
Ca Iove lt | : *

Today, Amer|ca speaks anew to the peoples of the worId

~ All who Irve in tyranny and hopeIessness can know the Unfted States‘ o

-~ will not ignore your oppression, or excuse your. oppressors When you e
*‘stand for you I|berty, we will stand with you s

Democratrc reformers facrng repressron prrson or. eX|le can know

S Amerlca sees you for who you are: the future Ieaders of your free country

The rulers of outlaw regrmes can know that \ we strll belreve as

' Abraham Lrncoln did: “Those who deny freedom to.others deserve it n'ot for ”

themseres and, underthe rule of aJUSL God cannot Iong reta|n rt 7

The |eaders of governments wrth Iong habrts of control need to know o
__To serve your people you must learn to trust them. Start on this Journey of .
' progress and Justlce and Amerrca wrll waIk at your srde ' L

_ And afl the allies of the United States can know: we honor your
frrendshrp, we rely on your counsel, and we depend on your help. Division
~ among free nations is a primary goal of freedom’s enemies. The concerted
~ effort of free nations to promote democracy is a preIude to our enem|es '
' defeat : :

Today, 1 also speak anew to my feIIow crtlzens

From all of you 1 have asked pat|ence in the hard task of securrng

" : America, which you have granted in good measure. Our country has
- accepted obligations that are difficult to fulfill, and would be: dlshonorable to

"~ abandon. ‘Yet because we have acted in the great Ilberatrng tradition of this -

y natron tens of mllllons have ach|eved therrfreedom And as hope k|ndles S



hope mllllons more will f|nd it. Bv our efforts we have lit a f|re aswell—a -

fire in the minds of men. It warms those who feel its power, it burns those
~-who fight its proqress “and one day this untamed f|re of freedom WI|| reach '
| the darkest corners of our world. : Nt

A few Amerlcans have accepted the hardest duties in ‘this cause — |n

the quiet work of intelligence and diplomacy ... the idealistic work of helplng o :::f |
raise up free governments ... the dangerous and necessary work of frghtlng e

our enemies. Some have shown their devotion to our country: in deaths
that honored their whoIe lives — and we will aIways honor their names and .
- ,thelr sacnflce S o

| AII Amencans have witnessed th|s idealism, and some for the frrst .
time. - | ask our youngest citizens to believe the evidence of your eyes. You -

‘have seen duty and allegiance in the determined faces of our soldiers. You Sl

‘have seen that life is fragile, and evil is real, and courage triumphs. - ‘Make
- the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourself —
. and in your days you erI add not jUSt to the wealth of our country, but to |ts =
character . o . .

Amenca has need of idealism and courage, because we have
essential work at home — the unfinished work of American freedom. In a
~world moving toward liberty, we are determlned to show the meanlng and

*promlse of llberty SR ‘

~ InAmerica’s ideal of freedom citizens find the dlgnlty and securlty of t
- economic independence, instead of laboring on the edge of subsistence.
This is the broader definition of liberty that motivated the Homestead Act,
the Social Security Act, and the G.1. Bill of Rights. And now we W|I| extend ’
 this vision by reforming great institutions to serve the needs of our time.. To o
- give every American a stake in the promise and’ future of our country, we
will bring the highest standards to our schools, and build an ownership
somety We will widen the ownership of homes and businesses; retirement-
~savings and health insurance — preparing our peopIe for the chaIIenges of
life in a free society. By making every citizen an agent of his or-her own
destrny, we will give our fellow Americans greater freedom from want and
fear, and make our society more prosperous and: Just and equaI

| |n Amerlca s ideal of freedom, the pubI|c mterest depends on pnvate
‘ }character —-on rntegrlty, and tolerance toward others and the ruIe of '




 conscience in our own lives. Self- governmen't relies, inthe end, onthe -
governing of the self. That edifice of character is built in families, supported -

by communities with standards, and sustained in our national life by the
~“truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the words of the Koran, and the

var|ed faiths of our people. Americans move forward in every generation-

by reaffirming all that is good and true that came. before — ideals of jUStICG
A and conduct that are the same yesterday, today, and forever '

In Amerlca s ideal of freedom the exercise of r|ghts is ennobIed by S

~“service, and mercy, and a heart for the weak. Liberty for all does not mean-
|ndependence from one another. Qur nation relies on men and women
~who look after a neighbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at
our best ‘value the life we see in one another, and must always remember
- that even the unwanted have worth. And.our country must abandon all the "
- habits of racism, because we cannot carry the message of freedom and the- _
S baggage of brgotry at the same time. . foe ’

From the perspectlve of a srngle day, |ncIud|ng this day’ of ded|cat|on ‘

'7the issues and questions before our country are many. From the viewpoint o

: »of centuries, the questions that come to us are narrowed and few. Did our
. generatron advance the cause of freedom’? And drd our character br|ng
= ‘credlt to that cause? ‘ : -

These questlons that Judge us aIso un|te us, because Amerrcans of

. -‘every party and background Americans by choice and by birth; are bound

~ to one another in the cause of freedom. We have known divisions, which
~must be healed to move forward in great purposes — and | will strive in - . |
good faith to heal them. Yet those divisions do not define America.- We felt

~ the un|ty and fellowship of-our nation when freedom came under attack,

~and our response came like a single hand over a single heart. And we can |

~feel that same unity and pride whenever America acts for good, and the

-~ victims of disaster are given hope, and the unjust encounter Justrce and the' o
,captlves are set free | | s

We go fonNard with compIete confrdence in the eventual trrumph of
freedom 'Not because history runs on the wheels of inevitability; it is
human chorces that move events. Not because we consider ourselves a
‘chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills. We have confidence

- because freedom is the permanent hope of ‘mankind, the hunger in dark

i pIaces the long|ng of the souI ~When our: Founders decIared a new order o



.,Amerlca

oo

of the ages when soldrers d|ed in wave' upon wave for a unron based on j

liberty; when citizens marched in peaceful outrage under the banner

~ “Freedom Now” — they were acting on an ancient.hope that is meant to be"v‘»
- fulfilled. - History has an ebb and flow of justice, but history also has a -
: vrsrble d|rect|on set by Irberty and the Author of Lrberty :

| When the Declaratron of lndependence was f|rst read in publlc and - -
' the Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang as if it
‘meant somethlng ” In our time it means somethlng still. America, in this. -

young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, andtoallthe

- inhabitants thereof. Renewed in ourstrength—tested but not weary — we
- ‘are ready for the greatest achlevements in the h|story of. freedom |

May God bIess you and may He watch over the Un|ted States of
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