


WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTON

February 3, 1943.

Dear Mr. President:

I am saddened and a little discouraged by the
enclosed clipping. I have tried my best to cooperate with
McNutt in the difficult problems which confront us and we
have succeeded in thus solving some of these problems by our
meking on our side concessiona which we consider important.

I believe that all differences can be thus rightly and fairly
decided without bothering you. Only yesterday Knox, who feels
as I do, joined with me in sending a long letter to McNutt
carefully going over matters which might give rise to differences
and presenting what we think a reascnable solution.

But we have asked him not to go to you for an
ex parte decision without allowing us a simultanecus opportunity
to be heard, His announcement yesterday indicates that he
is unwilling to do this.

I reluctantly, therefore, must ask you on behalf
of both Knox and myself not to close your mind on the subject
until you have heard our side of the remaining issues. We
believe that our position is reascnable and elementary.

Faithfully yours,

%zm

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

February 25, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL EDWIN M. WATSON:
Subject: JMAward of the Distinguished Bervice
Medal.

Submitted herewith for the approval of the President
is a proposed award of the Distinguished Service Medal to
Edward V. Rickenbacker, formerly Colonel, Air Corps, United
States Army, for exoeptiomally meritorious service to the
Government in a duty of great responsibility in the South
Pacific Area.

I recormmend that the President give approval to
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REPORT OF DECORATIONS BOARD

Convened pursuant to Paragraph 47,8. 0. 167-0, War Department, 1921,

and Paragraph 1, §. 0. 64, War Department, 1942.

W. D., Washington, D. C.,

(date) February 18, 1943.

L= The board having been properly convened and organized, has

congidered the record in the case of

T - | - O . -, [ ——— y S

BURHAME FINAT WAME MIDDLE MAME

2 By decision of a majority of the board, the above-named individual

ts recommended for the award of the DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL with citation
substantially as follows:

Edward V. Rickenbacker, formerly colonel, Air Corps, United States
Army. For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government in a duty
of great responsibility in the South Pacific area from October to December,
19L2. As Special Consultant and the personal representative of the
Secretary of War, Colonel Rickenbacker successfully completed a highly
important military mission despite extreme hardship and grave personal
danger. During the course of his jowrney, hls plane was forced down
at sea and for appraximately three weeks he and his companions were
adrift on small rubber life boats suffering acutely from hunger, thirst
and the effects of the elements. Throughout this lengthy ordeal, Colonel
Rickenbacker's superb courage and unflagging faith in ultimate rescue
served as an inspiration to his companions and undoubtedly helped them
to survive. After being rescued, and with little more than two weeks of
convalescaence from this rigorous experience, he proceeded to New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands and other battle zones and concluded his mission.
Colonel Rickenbacker's devotlion to duty and unwavering fortitude in the
face of denger and adversity exemplifies the finest traditions of the
United States Army.

Major General, U.S5,A.,

o Prasident

AL GpLba

ajor General,
1 Colonel, A.D.G., Recorder.

The Adjutant General.

Approved: etary of War:




REPORT OF DECORATIONS BOARD

Convened pursuant to Paragraph 47,5. 0. 167-0, War Department, 1921,
and Paragraph 1, §. 0. 64, War Department, 1942.

W. D., Washington, D. C.,

(date) Pebsusry 18, 1943.
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Umited States Army.
Approved: Major General, U.5,A.,
President
Major General,
The Adjutant General. Colonel, A.D.G.,Recorder.

Copy for The White House

Approved: By order of the Secretary of War:

M. G, WHITE
Agsistant Chief of Gtaff
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BECLACEITIED
DOU Uik 5200.9 (9/27/88) yoron 26 1943,
Eontitenting IR L g Sy |

My dear Mr, Presidefit&natvre- C’M f #}ﬁ{(

Your inquiry of March 18, 1943, of the Chief of
Staff of the Army and the C of C of the U.S,Fleet in respect
to submerine warfare and their reply tlereto have been
brought to my attention.

This inquiry impacts directly upcn & sub ject to
which I have been giving close personal attention for over
2 year, namely the possibilities of land-based air power in
furnishing an offensive complement to the defensive work of
the Navy 1in convoying our shipplng. My interest in the
subject was initiated by my personal visit to Penama end my
study of the work of our big bombers over the sea in assist-
ing thet defense, It led to & continuous study on my part
of the rapidly developing new inventions of ASV, MAD, eand
other forms of the use of microwaves which, in connection
with the work of land-based esirplanes over the sea, could
make them more effective not only as pa'l:-mls1but ag destroyers
of surface and submérine vessels,

As a result, in April on my initiative there was
established at Langley Field an experimental unit to develop
these weapons and to apply them to such of our planes as might

be used in helping to combat the submarine sinkings which were
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at that period overwhelming cur shipping slong our coast.
About May lst I secured some of the very first of the new
American ASV-10's and mounted them in some of our short-range
B-18 bombers whioch, being slow and obsolescent for fighting,
happened to be avallable for my experiment. This unit was
set at work on the anti-submarine patm]l along our coast,
Its success was so strlking and immediate that the unlt was
continued and in the following autumn expanded into the present
Army Alr Foroes Anti-Submarine Command, which is now acting
under the general operations control of the Navy along our
coast and down into the Caribbean Sea,

I have had prepared chart records of all the sub-
méarine sinkings on the North and South American coast which
I wish to show you. These charts prove so clearly what our
Alr Force has accomplished and our result is so parallel to
the earllier experience of the Coastal Command of the BEritish
R.A.,F. in driving submarines away from British shores as to
demonstrate that we have in our hends now the possibility of
en air weapon which I firmly believe can meet the present
urgent emergency you mention in your above mentioned letter
to the Chisf of Staff. The inventions necessary to give it
inereased efficlency in navigation and in combat are also at
hand and in production. - I refer to Loran, the MAD retro bomb
end Fido, My inguiries lead me to believe that, if we cem

keep & suffieient number of our long distance bombers from

being diverted to other purposes and put to this work, those
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bombers could be equipped with the improved instruments of
search and combat end the regional Loran direoctories established
by at least the middle of this summer. This would mean that
we could probably begin a respectable of fensive against the
submarine at least six months before the time when the Navy
will have perfected its system of defensive conwvoys. 3See
Admirel King's statement last week to the anti-submarine
conference.

The technical instruments necessary to meet your
request for an anti-submarine offensive are thus &t hand,
The only thing that is necessary 1s organizat ion. Such an
of fensive will not work unless it is placed under the direct
operational command of an air man who thoroughly believes in
it. He must also be given the f reedom and initiative necessary
for attacks in any warfare. It also means of course that he
must be furnished with the information as to the movement of
submarines and of other vessels on the sea which the Navy now
gollects and collates,

The present operating relations between the Coastal
Command of the British R.A.F. and the Admiralty of the British
Navy in whieh, although the Navy has & general operational commend,
the Coastal Commend of the R.A.F. is left free to formulate
its own plans for anti-submarine offensive operations by
airoraft, show thet such cooperation is not impossible,
It seems to me thet this experiment is well worth trying.
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As I pointed out, we have in the Army Alr Forces & nucleus
already in operation, We have available for commender

men whose offensive spirit and initiative have been emply
demonstrated in other theatres and orews which have operated
in the R.A.F. Coastal Command. I believe that the absence
of such an offensive spirit in anti-submerine warfare is
owr major obstacle today for success. If that obstacle and
the minor technical obstacles alove mentioned are ramo ved,

I believe that we shall be on our way to a victorious
solution aof this problem. At all events we shall gain
immense knowledge by the experiment.

Won't you let me show you the charts and other
studies upon which my confidence is besed? I believe that
they wlll greatly interest you. I have talked this over
with Mershall and with Arnold and they agree that I cught

to see you.

Faithfully yours,

%4%

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House,
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Q/ ; H“‘ O aprml 1, 1903,

My dear Mr. President:

last Friday after Cabinet I had a talk with you about the
possibility of establishing effective offensive actlon against enemy
submarines through the medium of land-based airplanes operated as a
task force under the present Army Air Forces Anti-Submarine Command,
which Command has been for some months at work under the general
operational command of the Navy. I pointed out our reasons for be-
lieving that such offensive action, if given the increased efficiency
in navigation and combat which could be cbtained by certain recent
inventions and the extension of improved lines of communication, could
be made very much more effective in destroying submarines than has been
possible thus far,

You seemed to be favorably impressed and asked me to confer
with Secretary Knox about it. I therefore have spent several days in
having carefully worked out by General Marshall, General Armold, and
the Operations Division of the General Staff, a letter to Secretary Kmox
which will give in as careful detail as possible such a plan. I am
informed that the proposed task force could be activated with the
twenty-seven planes mentioned in this letter and in operation by the
first of nextJuly.

I have just had a long talk with Secretary Knox in which I
have discussed this whole situation and have given him this letter
together with a copy of the letter which I handed to you last Friday. |

W ——



Knox promised to go over this carefully with his staff and to let
us kmow their reaction as quickly as possible.

I enclose to you herewith a copy of this letter from me
t-ulmndod':;rht.t.lrturmorlutl‘riﬂqinord-rtuhlpm
au courant with the matter which we thus discussed,

Faithfully yours,
Secretary of War,

The President,
The White House.

Franklin D. Doosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DBB B'IH. BR00.9 (8/27/068)
s B t5=87
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LoGLESTIVIED
o AP LUOU Dl sz00.8 (9/27/50
The Secretary of Navy. —=— 13- &7

Date-

Dear Mr. Secretary: Gﬁ!‘&f/ ;a :

As you know I have a.m"éﬂ“-;{i“f.’fr for some time tuLtuﬂying waySE
and means by which the Army can best contribute to the campaign againgt
the sulmarine menace to our shipping, particularly that which directly
affects our military effort, and have given close personal attention to
the pogsibilities of land-baged air power in furnishing an offensive
complement to the work the Navy is doing in convoying our shipping.

4s a result, in May 1942 I caused to be established at Langley
Field, an experimental unit to develop ASV, Mad and other forms of use
of the microwaves and to adapt them to succemsful employment in aerial
anti-gubmarine warfare. The present Army Air Forces Anti-Submarine
Command which was a product of that experimental unit, has been doing
good service under Naval operational control. I now feel that the
ever increasing submarine menace justifies a reorganization of the
existing Army Air Forces Anti-Submsrine Command, creating within it a
Special Anti-Submarine Task Force to conduct air offensives against
hostlle submarines in selected localitiss, with priority consideration
%o those which are in favorable position to threaten our vital ses
lanesa. Operatione conducted by this Special Taek Force would supplement
current Army Alr Forces anti-submarine defensive convey operations con-
ducted under operational comtrol of the Navy.

To accomplish the foregoing I propose to assign an cutatandingly

=
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qualified air officer to the duty of reorganizing and commanding the
Army Anti-Submarine Command and to organize, equip, train and operate
within it, the Special Task Force above mentioned. As a general guide
relative to operation of the Speclal Task Force, I have in mind the
following to be included in his directive:

"Coordination. TYour operations must be closely coordinated
with naval activities, particularly thoses involved in anti-sub-
marine mesasures and escorts. You are charged specifically with
the responsibllity for effecting the greatest degres of coopera-
tion with appropriate naval authoritied. As & ruls, the Navy
ghould recommend the areas most profitable for your operatioms,
and furnish to you full information regarding hostile submarine
locations and activities. The detailed methods and plans for
your operations against these submarines are your responsibility.
However, each specific operation must be coordinated with nawval
activities in the area to avold confusion, te prevent duplicatiom,
and to insure that neither of the forces - your own or navsl -
interferes with the other.

"Mobility and Base Facilities. You will so organize your
forces as to provide for rapldly changing the deployment thereof
ap required by the situation. Army and Navy base commanders will
cooperate fully in providing, wpon your application, such base
facilities and services as may be needed for your operations.

"Communiocations and Air Navigation facilities required for

your operations will be determined and established by you. In

ot
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8o doing you will arrange for full utilisation by your forces

of existing facilities which can be procured for your use.

"Intelligence. All available information bearing on hostile
submarine operations will be furnished you by all U. 8. sources
upon your application direct to the agencles concernmed. Arrange-
ments for securing like information from Allied sources will be
accomplished through liaison therewlth."

Since the commander of this force must have the utmost freedom to
deploy and redeploy his aircraft to meet rapidly changing situationms,
it 1s imperative that he be permitted to utilize base facilities and
services of either the Army or the Navy as required. Consequently it
geems desirable that his directive be issued by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

In the initial implementation of my plan it is proposed, ocut of the
75 Army airplanes set up at the 78th Meeting of the Combined Chiefs of
Staff:

&. To leave the two ASW squadrons now operating from Gibrgqltar
in their present assignment as long as the need therefor continues
to exist.

b. Ae firet priority to replace, with VLR B-24 aircraft, the
B-17 aircraft now assigned to the two squadrons working under the
operational control of the Navy in Newfoundland; and to send an
additional VLR B-24 squadron to Newfoundland also to work under
operational control of the Navy. Each anti-submarine squadron to
bave an initial allocation of nine planes. The B=17's withdramm

=it
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from Newfoundland to be used to replace less efficient planes in
anti-submarine sguadrons now operating where the range of the presently
asslgned planes is inadequate.

g. As second priority, to form three anti-submarine squadrons
of nine VLR B-24 airplanes each, and assign them to the Special
Task Force.

d. The remainder of the Army Afr Forces Anti-Submarine Command
to continue to function as at present.

Your early comments on the above will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

HENRY L. STIMSON
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Signature. (AL 4 Jflcﬂ-’n March 26, 1943.
forridential

My dear Mr. President:

Your inquiry of March 18, 1943, of the Chief of
Staff of the Army and the C of C of the U.S. Fleet in respect
to submarine warfare and their reply thereto have been brought
to my attention.

This inquiry impacts directly upon a subject to
which I have been giving close personal attention for over
& year, namely the possibilities of land-based air power in
furnishing an offensive complement to the defensive work of
the Navy in convoying our shipping. My interest in the subject
was lnitiated by my personal visit to Panama and my study of the
work of our big bombers over the sea in assisting that defense.
It led to a continuous study on my part of the rapidly develop-
ing new inventions of ASV, MAD, and other forms of the use of
microwaves which, in connection with the work of land-based
airplanes over the sea, could make them more effective not only
as patrols but as destroyers of surface and submarine vessels.

As a result, in April on my initiative there was
established at Langley Field an experimental unit to develop
theses weapons and to apply them to such of our planes as might
be used in helping to combat the submarine sinkings which were
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purposes and put to this work, those bombers could be squipped
with the improved instruments of search and combat and the
reglonal Loran directories established by at least the middle
of this sumer. This would mean thnt we could probably begin
& respectable offensive against the submarine at lsast six
months before the time when the Navy will have perfected its
system of defensive convoys. BSee Admiral nﬁj"- statement
last week o the anti-sutmarine conference.

The techical instruments necessary to meet your
request for an anti-submarine offensive are thus at hand. The
only thing that is necessary is organization. Such an offensive
will not work unless it is placed under the direct operational
command of an air man who thoroughly believes in it. He must
also be glven the freedom and initiative necessary for attacks
in any warfare. It also means of course that he must be fur-
nished with the information as to the movement of submarines
and of other vessels on the sea which the Navy now collects
and collates. i

The prement operating relations betwesn the Coastal
Command of the British R.A.F. and the Admiralty of the British

Navy in which, although the Navy has a general operational command,

the Coastal Command of the R.A.F. is left free to formulate ifs
own plans for anti-submarine offensive operations by aircraft,
show that such cooperation is not impossible. It seems to me

that this experiment is well worth trying. As I poimted out,
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we have in the Army Adr Forces a nucleus alrsady in operation.

Wie have available for commander men whose offensive spirit and
initiative have been amply demonstrated in other theatres and
crews which have operated in the R.A.F. Coastal Commend. I believe
that the absence of such an offeneive spirit in anti-submarine
warfare 18 our major obstacle today for success. If that obstacle
and the minor teechnical obstacles above a;untionad are removed,

I believe that we shall be on our way te a vietorious solution of
this problem. At all events we shall gain immense knowledge by
the experiment.

Won't you let me show you the charts and other studles
upon which my confidence is based? I belleve that they will greatly
interest you. I have talked this over with Marshall and with Arnold
and they agree that I ought to see you.

Faithfully yours,
HENRY L. STIMSON

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTOMN

PW

Lﬁm* April &, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

On the request of Marshall after his talk with you, I had
an interview with LaGuardia this moming. I have known him many years
and talked with him with the utmest frankness.

1. I told him that there were two lines, of which he could
follow either but not both. He could be & soldier or he could be a
propagandist. He couldn't do both. The Amy does not handle propaganda.

2., As a friend I strongly advised him to remain in his
present pulpit of the mayoralty and to use his influence with Italians
from there; that his words would carry much further than if he was
a civilian soldler, let alone a make-believe General,

3. If he insisted on being a soldier, we would give him a
cormission as Colonel. As such he would have two alternativea:

a. To do what other former flyers were doing, i.e.
enter the ground forces of the Air Force;

b. Go to the Charlotteaville School and prepare to
use his experience in government if and when the
time came when such experience would be useful
to us abroad,

L. When he said that he thought that Eisenhower had asked
for him perscnally, I told him he was mistaken; +that I had looked into
it personally and that Eisenhower did not want him in Africa until the
fighting was over.

He then said that ended it for he wouldn't dream of going

if he was not wanted by Eisenhower.

DECLABSIFIED
Letter, £6-3-73



He also to]ld me that he had never asked for any particular
rank from you and could not imagine how the story had broken in the
press of his being chosen to be a Brigadier General. I told him that
I could not answer that question but that the entire question of what
rank he should get had been left to us and had been decided by Marshall.
I told him that whether he remained Mayor or became Colonel
we should undoubtedly be glad to avall ourselves of his peculiar
knowledge of Italians but that, if he came into the Army, such matters
must be handled in the regular way and through military channels.
He dld not seem particularly interested in helping us in
that way but frankly admitted that he was eager for war service and
adventure. He asked if we could not find him a place in China if not
in AMrica. I pointed out to him how absurd that was in view of the
smallness of our forces in China.
He ended up by saying that he would be a good soldier and
accept our decision. Nevertheless I think he will call on you and
perhaps attempt to reopen the matter. I hope this will not be dmne |
for it is now settled. |

e, /S

Secretary of War.
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My dear Mr, President:

I have received your letter of April 8th and am deeply
grieved that, from my omn fault in part at least, I should have caused
you the distress of mind which your letter evidences.

After my interview with LaGuardia I tried to get over to the
White House to see you at once for he had told me that he expected to
call you up and I wanted you to know as fully as I could what actually
had happened. General Watson told me that you were making no appoint-
ments for the rest of the day and advised me to send him a brief
memorandum instead. My memorandum was therefore dictated hastily and
I made no attempt te quote the language of our interview on either side
but merely to give you in a page and a half the substance and results
of a talk that had lasted the better part of an hour. For brevity I
used brief expressions which did not attempt to repeat the words
actually used.

For instance, the term "make-believe general" was never used #
in this talk. Instead I pointed out to LaGuardia, who prior to his

talk with me had expressed surprise to McCloy that he was not to receive
a comnmission as general, that Mayor Mitchel who also had had some
military training and had been a very good mayor had accepted in the
last war a captaincy as sppropriate. My hasty use of the term
"make-believe general" in my memorandum to you was, partieularly unfair
to you in view of the fact that you had, as I well knew, appointed with
practical unanimity all the new general officers in the Army entirely

DECLAEEIFIED
OBD Letter, 5-3-78
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upon the proposals of your military advisers. WMy actual epiniecn

has long been that the record of your Administration in this respect

is unique in American war history for its scrupulous abstention from
perscnal and political pressure. Perhaps you will not cbject to my
adding, in view of your retort on this subject in your letter, that

my own record in accepting these military proposals for general officers
is also good. Out of over 900 general officers appointed during my
administration, the Secretary of War has proposed just one name, and
that name was recommended to me by the Army commander under whom the
appointee had served.

Furthermore I did not dictate to Mr, LaBuardie that he should
have only the cholce of being a soldier or a propagandist. He himself
told me that thosewere the two things that he wished to combine and I
merely pointed out to him that under our present set-up the Army was
excluded from propagands which was entirely relegated to OWI.

But the chief thing which I wish if possible to dispel from
your mind is any idea that hostile animus towards Mayor Laluardia
entered into any part of this transaction with which I am familiar, i
The matter was brought to me by General Marshall and Mr. McCloy.
Marshall told me that he had determined with you that Laluardia might
have a colonel's commission and, if he accepted it, would go to the
Charlottesville school for training, Marshall also told me that he had
asoertained from Eisenhower that Eisenhower did not wish to have Laluardia
come to him until the fighting in Tunisia was over. luﬂlnrmnqulnﬁr
came to me and told me that he had had telephone conversations with
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Lafuardia in which he had informed Lafuardia of these decisions and
that Laluardia had pr-uud.h.tn as to why he could not go to Africa
immediately snd why there had been a change of rank from general to
colonel, MeoCloy then explained to him that, owing to military secrecy,
he could not discuss in detail these matters by telephone. LaGuardia
then proposed coming down to Washington to find out. I was then asked
to see him when he came and talk the matter over with him: I had no
information as to the origins of the arrangements, if any, between you
and Mr. LaGuardia which led up to these proposed mmgman%.l respecting
LaGuardia, although I had of course read the speculations in the press
which I had regarded as quite unreliable. From it all I had gained
the impression that the propesition for a commission came from him and
I had heard from LaGuardia's close friend, Mr. Burlingham, in Neéw York
that for some time LaGuardia had become reatless with his job and was
trying to get into the Amy for that reason.

I told LaGuardia explioitly that he could be commissioned as
a colonel and that this rank had been fixed by General Marshall; and
secondly, that if he accepted such a commission he could go to the
Charlottesville school until a time came for his assignment to specific

duty. He then sald that he hldmdn‘:hodthttﬂﬂmllhnhu!wﬂlhnd

to have him come over to him immediately. I then told him that he was
mistaken; I had looked that point up particularly and that General

Eigenhower did not wish him to come until after the fighting was over.
Hardly waiting for me to finish my sentence, he said "That ends it all,

" I had thought it was all settled. I do not wish to go if Eisenhower doesn't

want me now",
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In the course of the conversation he also told me that he
was tired of desk work; that ﬂhnnntintnthtlmh'qiduntmt
to do desk work but wished to be more actively employed; and, although
during our conversation we talked at considerable length over the
entire subject and I told him that whatever he did;- whether he became
& soldier or not;- we wished to have the benefit of his peculiar
knowledge of Italians and of matters of government in general, he never
retracted his announcement that he did not wish to accept the commission
if Elsenhower did not wish him at once,

I not only discussed the matter with him officially and in
terms of the present proposals but I talked with him as a friend and in
8o doing I did not conceal but frankly avowed my clearly held opinien
that as Mayor of the greatest city in this country he held a pulpit
for influencing the people of Italy which in my opinion was far more
effective than any pulpit he could have as a soldler and I urged him not
to lose that pulpit. I felt very strongly about this matter for reascns
lhiohi did not, however, express to him. I felt that if he pressed
forward with his present impulse to lesave the service of the city and
go into the Army, he would greatly disappoint the great bulk of the
electorate who had put him into office, I believed that the mass of
the Iluhut-mﬁd:dinhhullm_ who for over nine years has been
& very good mayor of the City of New York, serving efficiently and without
any scandals, I alsc lmu-ﬂut less than a year and a half ago he had
sought the votes of his fellow citizens for a third four-year term, knowing



full well that a time of great naticnal crisis was coming on and
daily getting more serious. I strongly felt that when, under these
conditions, he had accepted a third term of office, he had placed
himself under the strongest moral obligaticns to carry on for the
length of that term. I personally felt that under these circum-
stances, if he should abandon his office for a ecommission in which his
power of utterance and influence would be far less than what he had as
mayor, he would greatly disappoint and impair the faith of the people
who had elected him,

While as I have above stated I did not present these arguments
to him, they influenced my own feeling in strongly advising him to stick
to the pulpit he now has. I did not know of any counter-arrangements
which he may have had privately with you. My knowledge consisted of
the facts that I have given you in this letter. Nevertheless, in con-
sidering the future of what has to be done, now that he has on his own
initiative rejected the of fer made to him by the War Department, I hope
you will consider the effect which I feel sure his leaving the mayoralty
would have upon his great influence for stability in New York and con-
sequently upon the defense of that city. I tell you this also in order
that you may fully understand the part which I have taken in this matter.

In the light of all this I beg you to remember that I have never
had a face to face talk with you on this subject. Before we go any further
with the matter, may I not have such a talk? It will at least be of use
to me in the guidance of my future official duties therein.

Falt yours,

fe Rl B i A



Dear Harry:-

I want you to reconsider the tentative
selection made two or three weeks ago for
Surgeon General of the Army. My best advice
is that he is a good Doctor but that he would
not be regarded as an outstanding choice by
the medical profession.

As you know, I am in much closer
touch with the medical profession in all its
ramifications than most people are, and 1
believe that some other selection could be
made which would do more credit to all of
us.

Always sincerely,

The Honorable
The Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.

e 7.l Brom Tas el «Thee tores, o Lher
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 6, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

I have read a telegram about
the attitude of soldiers toward the strilke
with great interest, This 1s AGWAR
No. W1166, I think that you can properly
£1nd ways and means of getting the glet
of this to the public, even if the strike
falls to materialize on Monday.

F.D.R,

(AGWAR No. W11A5 was returned to the
Secretary of War, 6-5-413)
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) WASHINGTON N
/" - 22 June 1943,
The President, ! | J_‘L-‘Jl/

The White House. o
Dear Mr. President:

We have lately reduced to & minimum the active means
of air defense along the East and West coasts. This we have done
partly in the interest of conserving manpower, but principally to
release fighting troops and equipment for offensive operations
overseas. We have thereby assumed the calculated risk that limi-
ted small-scale air raids may meet with a measure of success. This
policy we believe to be fully justified because by such offensive
operations overseas we shall bring the war's end months closer.

Although continuous large-scale bombing of the United
States is not at present an enemy capability, due to the strategic
situation, limited nuisance raids are still possible. Such attacks
might be launched against either coast from submarines carrying
float planes, or possibly from a carrier, The East coast might be
attacked by long-range land-based suicide bombers, although fusel
requirements would preclude meximum bomb loads.

The physical destruction caused by suech attacks would be
comparatively slight. But even a moderately successful nuisance
raid could be made of material aid to our enemies, if as a result,
we were required, by uninformed popular elamor, to divert more than
a limited amount of our pewerful, offensive means to the conduct of
defense along our coasts.

A Congress and press informed in advance would constitute
our best defense against enemy attempts thus to divert our offensive
strength. It is my recommendation that selected Congressional leaders
and selected publishers and editors be informed in confidence of enemy
capabilities of air attack against the continental United Stetes, of
the caleulated risks we have assumed in reducing our planned air de-
fenses, and of the good reasons therefor.

Franklin D. Poosevelt Library b cadeda £ igad
DEGLASSIVIED 7‘ / 5___
BCD Dik. s200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- 3- /3-.5¢ Secretary of War.

‘syénature- (}izihﬁrdé‘utﬂdt _:;I;i;!ll]i:l:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Sy

MEMOHANDUM FOLR

June 23, 1943.

THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

FOR RLPORT.

F.U.R.

Secret message from Steinhardt, Ankara,
6-18-43, reparding Rickenbacker, now in
Tehran, and his vossible flight to Ankara
to request of Turkish Govt. permission to
4llies to use airfields.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

Sy V. 3. Stewart Date JUN__6 1972



(1339) - The Attorney Genmeral A lermcen :{r~frf;f
f1340) - Hon. J. Edgar Hoover. /2 -¢3

e

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 29, 1947,

MEMORANDIM FOR

THZ ATTORNEY GIRNERAL
and HOUI, J, EDGAIL HOOVIR

For your informatlon and

nlease refturn for ny files,

F.Di;t .

Letter which the President received from the
Secretary of #har, 6/24/43, advising that the
T*:ar_uzp_:'%ﬁﬁm taking every step within its
means to prevent the escape of orisoners of
war, sent to the Attorney General; copy of the

President's memorandum and exnlanation of enclo-
sure sent to the Hon. J. Fdgar Hoover.



‘o PSF Llearvdn jroee
el mou The Wlte House
Hluslington
TELEGRAM A X
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES August 8, 1943 : /

7

To: The Becretary of War

I hope you will lunch with me on Tuesday. OGlad to

have yeur memoranda.

Franklin D. Roosewvelt
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINOTON

August 4, 1943.

Dear Mr, President:
During my trip overseas I had some talks
with Mr. Churchill and with other members of the British
government and military authorities, and also with
Generals Eisenhower, Devers, Eaker, Spaatz and many
others of our own commanders. I believe it might be
helpful to you at the coming Quebec conference 1f you
had an opportunity to let me talk them over with you
and tell you about them.
I have written a memorandum of some of these
talks bearing upon the future of the war in Italy and of
Overlord (which in this memorandum for secrecy sake I have
continued to call Roundhammer). I am sending this
memorandum to you through Harry Hopkins in order that you
may know the general purpert of the conversations.
The Prime Minister also brought up to me two
other matters not relating to these but of extreme
secrecy and major importance, about which he wished that
I should talk with you, and as to one of which he gave me
If you care to talk them over with
me before he arrives, I shall be very glad to fly up to

a memorandum for jyou.
you at such time as you may suggest,
I hope you are having a good rest.
Faithfully yours, "
P, A s

#'-.‘__

. Rocsevelt Liorary

The President, y
DECLASSIFIED

The White House,
WD Dlﬁ. 6200.9 (9,/27/68)
Date- C}“‘ ?" d‘: .
Card & Apecr*

gignature=
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTON

September 20, 1943.

Dear Mr. President:

SIS
) (MAT: 409 ~ #10

Elsenhower's request for relaxation of the terms cf the
long armistice agreement so as to permit him to treat in certain
matters with the Badoglic administration as a cobelligerent
has been considered by me with Secretary Hull and a draft reply
has been agreed to and cleared by him and the Combined Chiefs of Staff
and will reach you in due course.

In view of the possible doctrinaire objections of some of
our citizens which may reach us in this matter as they did in the
matter of the arrangement with Darlan, I thought you would be interested
in the following appralsal of the government of Piedmont and the
Victor Emmanuel of 1860 as given by the historian Trevelyan:

"When on New Year's Day, 1859, the Hmperor Napoleon

III startled Europe by a few polite but ominous words

spoken to the Austrian Ambassador, Italy of the

Italians was still confined to the small state of

Pledmont nestling between the Alps and the mea.

Strong mot in the numbers but in the character of its

citizens, it enjoyed the respect of Europe, the sympathy

of France and England, and the wistful affection of the
inhabitantes of the other states of the peninsula —-
sentiments inspired by the well ordered parliamentary
government of King Victor Emmanuel and his minister
] Cavour",

reanklin 7. Recsovaelt Liorary

proLESSIFIED garibaldl snd the Tougand, p.l

D00 DiR. s200.9 (2/27/58)

Date- §=7-C4

siwtune- (Bot0 { Lhecst  QERBET

o ——
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Again in writing of the orisis between Victor Esmanuel
and Napoleon III in respect to the Orsini crisis en which Napoleon
had demanded that Piedmont expel the liberal refugees who had taken
refuge within Piedmont and the silencing of the democratic press,
Trevelyan writes:

"The moment was cne of extreme peril. But now
as on several later occasions, the king came to the
rescue of his great minister. In a spirited but

friendly letter Victor Emmanuel stated the position
with a wise frankness;

EE sy 'If the Emperor wishes me to use violence
Franklin D. Roosevelt Lierary  in my kingdom, let him know that I should lose
rif-‘r”fa “En all my influence, and he all the sympathies of
L & generous and noble nation; wwwsx that I have

HIN LD . A never endured viclence from anyone; that I

LVL Din, 9008 |(V/21/08) follow the path of honor without reproach and

am responsible for that honor only to God and my

Date- P- 7-€& people; that our house has carried its head high
for 850 years and that no one will make me bow it;

iy (amf% and that-with all this I desire to be nothing

but his friend.!
X % ¥ X

Victor Emmanuel came of a royal stock so ancient
and so honorable that it could afford to have democratic
sympathies without losing caste. Like the warrior of
Navarre, who, two centuries earlier, had done for France
& work somewhat similar to that which he himself was
doing for Italy, he had been nursed to hardihood as a
mountaineer and hunter, and had early learnsd, by the
discipline of evil times, to estimate men and things as
they were Mnﬂuthqu-dtuﬂn-drmpdn-
windows. Though of rougher speech and plunter manners
than the 'Gemtle Henry', he too was loved by the common
people whose welfare he had at heart and whose company he
was always glad to share in war and in the chase.”

"Gardbaldl and the Thousapnd", pp. 72-73

Iﬂlﬁilwudthﬂihmtmthm
attention because Ihave seen scme very cheap condesmations of it in the
mprulbru-mtuintumm&nﬂunw-

2l
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It would be & misatake for us to try to impose from outside too hastily
a modern democracy upon & govermment which has had such a history of

free parliamentary govemment.
Faithfully yours,

, e

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD UIR. s200. (8/27/88)

Date- @ < 7-4 ¢ )
Signature~ (Z2gf .?0 -#-(M






Therefore, 1 direct that you have the
Army undertake the necessary to enable it %o
ummtthiiulktuth-mdmtitmnhnpﬂ-
pared to perform this function, pending sueh time as
eivilian agencies wust be irlplrlﬁ to ecarry oui the
longer range program of relief.

You n:htlh this letter as my authority
$0 you to call upon other agencies of the Covernment
for such and assistance as you may need. For all
matters rl.llr that have to be determined in eon-
nection with shis work ou will consult with the Btate
hplh-tl‘uwpni 1 advice; and upon the
bﬂ:ﬂ for such economic and fiseal direction as you
may .

Very sincerely yours,
FRANKLLH De RUUSLYLLL
The Heonorable

The Becretary of War,
Washington, D. C.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Hovember 10, 1943

HFMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY

Mtached 1s & copy of the letter that the
President signed this afternoon to the Secretary’
of ter for your files. Please pardon my not
leaving 1t with you, but I inadvertently put
811 the copies in my folder as I left the
White House with the President on the way to

the airport.



WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTOM

(o
November 12, 1943.

Dear Mr. President:

Your letter of November 10th direocting
the Ammy to undertake the planning necessary to enable
it to assume the initial burden of the relief and
rehabilitation of liberated areas has been received.

This work has already been begun and
will be expeditiously carried cut as you direct.

Very sincerely yours,

%#M

Secretary of War.

The Presidemt,
The White House.
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Novembar 11, 1043,

Dear Harryt
I wish such that I ocould come
%o that party on Desember eighth, I fear,
however, thas I will be sway frem Washington!
Always sinoerely, |

Honorable Renry L. Btimson,
The Seare of Var,
Washington, D. O,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WARHINGTOMN

9 November 1543

The President,
The White House,
Dear ¥r, President:

I have the pleasure of inviting you to address the eivilian
and military personnel of the War Department on December 8, 1543,

On that day approximately 760,000 civilian amployess of the
Department looated in the thousands of military establishments through-
out the United States will be pressented with emblems in tcken of their
sorvice in the war effort and in furtherance of maintaining their highest
productivity wntil victory is achieved, I am attaching a copy of the
order sstablishing the award of these emblems,

It is planned that here at the Pentagon Building there will be
an initial ceremony participated in by high rankdng officials raprasent-
ing the wvarieus components of the War Department. Should you homor us
with your presence we should like to have a faw clviliens selacted to
whom you ean present the emblem in gesture to all those entitled to the
|lh1'lﬁ-

Tentatively the ceremony is scheduled for 11:30 AN, but we
will of oourse set the time to meet your convenience. Should it not
be possible for you to appear in person would you consent to making e
statement from the White House transmitted by radio directly to the

sssembly at the Pentagon?

I feel that the day for awarding service emblems will be a
suitable ococasion for recognising what oivilians in the War Department
and oivilians all over the nation are doing to back up the Armed Services,
It will afford an opportunity likewiss to stress the necessity for no
letdown in our war effort,

It is my hope that you will find it possible to join us in
this pressntation ceremony,

Very sincerely yours,

L ST



WAR DEPARTMENT
washington 25, D, C.

5 Ootober 1943.

OFLERS N

Subject: Award of emblems to civilian employees for faithful,
meritorious, and exceptional service,

1, Civilian employees of the War Department are contributing significantly
to the succeasful prosscution of the war, In furtherance of the Department's
policy to encourage the continuance of the highest individual effort and to
recopnize those civilians who have eerved faithfully, meritoriocusly, and ex-
ceptionally, and pursuant to the authority of Congress esteblishing the use of
nommonetary awards (Section 20, Public Law 108, 78th Congress, 1 July 1943),

I hereby auvthorize the establishment of the following emblems:

a, Emblem for Civilian Service--presented for six ccmnsecutive menths of
patisTactory service.

b, Emblem for Meritorious Civilien Service--presented for meritorious
service in line of duty.

¢, Emblem for Excepticnal Civilian Service--presented in epeclal recorni-
tion of excepticnally meritoricus service within and beyond the call of duty.

2, The Emblem for Civilian Service will be a ribbon bearing a device
which will identify the recipient with his employment in elther the Office of
the Secretary of War, Chief of Staff, Army Alr Forces, Army Ground Forces, or
Army Service Forces. The Emblems for Meritorious and Excepticmal Civilian
5;;':10! will be distinguished by the addition of appropriate brailding to the
ribbons, ;

3. Awarding authority for each of the emblems described above is deslg-
nated as follows:
a, Emblem for Civilian Service,--The Commanding Generals, Army Alr Forces,
Army Ground Forces, and Army Service Forces are hereby authorized to confer
Emblems for Civilian Service upon eligible civilian persomnmel currently employed
in all elements within their Jjurisdiction. This authority may, in the discretiom
of the officers named above, be redelegated to chiefs of major elements within
mh orpanizations with authority for further redelegation to appropriate
b, Emblem for Meritorious Civilian Service,--The Cammanding Generals,
Army Ar Forces, Ammy Ground Forces, and Army Service Forces, or such perscns
cn their headquarters staffs as may be specifically designated for the purpose,
are hereby authorized to confer the Emblem for Meritorious Civilian Service
on eligible oivilian perscnnel employed in all elements under their juriedioticm,
o, Authority to oonfer the Eublem for Civilian Service and the lem
for Meritorious Civilian SBervice to eligible employees in the Office of the
Seoretary of War and the Office of the Chief of Staff will be vested in such
persons as the Secretary of War and the Chief of Staff may designate for their
respective offices,

ek-53088
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4. ional Civilian Bervice.--The Secretary of War, or
such as he may nmﬁ;ﬂfum will confer the Emblem for

Mmummmemmwmm
Civilien Awards.

b, mmmurwtumutmm. ll'luuthhlori?'
tion of identifying ribbons, will be provided for by proper Regulations. :

/8/ Benry L. Btimscn,

EENRY L, STIMSON,
Becretary of War.

EA=fF=f1 ';_‘_6“‘ a_ﬁm
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e i ‘ }_, December 30, 1943.
< (IR st v
EERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL.
My dear Chief:

This is not a letter to be read while you are feeling
low with your cold but I hope it will be read just as quickly as
you feel & little more pep. I certainly hope it will not be pushed
aslide under the pile.

Contrary to her usual custom, the Goddess Opportunity
is knocking for the second time at your door on the subject of the
Hational Service Act. She did so last summer and some of your wisest
advisers have recently expressed the view to me that if we had wel-
comed her then we could have passed the bill. MNow she is here again,
I fear for the last time.

Our war production has for months been harassed by a
series of minor strikes. These have now become greater and more
omincus. Some of them are simed at increasing the scale of wages
and would thus gravely threaten the dam which we are trying to mein-
tain for the purpose of price stabilisatiom. Very many of them arise
fundamentally from the general failure of cur people to sufficlently
recognise the necessity for war sacrifiece.

The combined effect of these strikes is to stir an
ominous wave of resentment against organised labor both in the Armed
rm-ud.uum-tqulm.nmmmm

+ i =
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of the community. This resentment is concentrating, first, on union
labor itself and, second, on your Administration for being, as the
eritics think, unfairly favorable to labor.

The primary resentment which I wish to emphasize is that
of the Armed Forces. The fundamental fact is that the country is
finding itself divided into two great basic divisions; on the one
side, the men who, under the compulsion of the Selective Service Act,
have been forced to demonstrate thelr patrioctism in the Armed Forces,
and on the other side, those who have been left free from all com-
pulsions to serve their country, although the need of equal service by
them on the home front is now being clearly demonstrated. In other words,
America sees the impact of democratic obligation falling unequally on its
citizens and the injustice of this is being driven home more forceably
every moment. Scarcely e letter which crosses my desk from our men
overseas is not full of resentful comment on the action of labor. BSuch
a situation bodes ill for a wnited nation in the hard post-war work of
reconstruction when these men come home.

A similar feeling, not so profanely emphatic, ls very gen-
erally cropping up towards what is slleged to be the labor poliey of
your Administration. Since Monday I have been carefully reading press
reaction towards the taking over of the railroads. I believe that
that was one of the best things you have ever done, perfectly timed
and admirably executed by the officers of the Army. I had hoped to
find a cordial reaction to your fine leadership. I did not. Instead
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there is quite & general line of argument taken that your alleged
policy towards "coddling labor® has gone so far that it ie really
responsible for the strikes and the gradual unsettlement of price
stabilization, end that taking over the railroads was a bold but
unsuccessful attempt by you to conceal the previous error.

Of course, such criticism is highly untrue and unfair.
And it is often volced by critieis who are themselves as lacking in
a willingness to share the war effort and war sacrifice as the most
unserupulous strike leader. BPBut it is widespread enough, in my
opinion, to make advisable on your part & step which will clearly
show your true democracy and your real leadership.

That step would be to immediztely ask the Congress for
the enactment of a law which will meke this country's attitude towards
the war truly democratic and universally fair, that is, & Hatiomal
Service Act. My advice is that you should do this while the members
of Congress are still at home getting the direect impact of the views
of their constituents. I think that impact will be tremendously on
the gide of such a law. The Gallup Poll has shown an overwhelming and
rising majority in favor of it and a percentage which is equally strong
among those who would be affected by the law as among those who would
not.

I well know the arguments in opposition that will be made

to 1t but I believe they will be swamped in the general ground swell.
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You will wish, however, to avoid opposition which 1s unneceasary.
You will wish to make it clear that you will put the control of such
a law in the hands of nobody who can be made a target for political
suspicion, even though unfounded. The fact that in the Austin-
Wadsworth Bill there is a good proposal already pending which has
received the benefit of Committee hearings and discussion and which
with a few easy amendments can be made satisfactory in the light of
the experience which we gathered from other nations ought to make
your success easler and quicker.

I hope this letter will not offend but wlll help you.
In the three years and a half that we have been together I have never
written more earnestly.

As always,

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSBE

WASHINGTON [*

Janusry 13, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR M135 GRACE TULLY

Mr. Hopkine asked me to send
the attached coble to Winent to
the Presldent for his approwal,
together with a draft of a letter
to Secy. Stimson, with copy for
Secy. Rpox, for the President's
signature,

I mm also attaching the cable
from Finunt for the President's
informtlon.

n.i.l‘.‘r{uu
Secy. to H.L.H.

enals.




PYRSONAL AND PRIVATE January 13, 1944

Dear Harrys

I hear from Winant that permlssion has
been given by Gemeral Ulio to allow American news-
papers who can find printing facilities im England
to distribute their newspapers to the troops, subject
to the ruling of the General in commsnd of the theatre.

As & result of this ruling the Chiecago
Tribune is planning to send paper to England sad
print an edition there for the American soldlers.
The Chicago S5un hus recently asked for similar
approvel and I heve no doubt other newspepers will
be doing the same thing.

I certainly strenucusly object to the
Chicago Tribune being delivered to cur troops any-
where in the world in view of their attitude on te
WAL .

I think the best way out would be to pro-
hibit sll Americen newspapers from belng reprinted
in the theatrss of war.

Slncerely yours,

The Honortble Henry L. Stimson
The Secretary of War ; ; P
".hm' D.C. o WLALLE ’ L shbdlacd ) 4TI 111

CC-The Hon. Frank Knox : I "_. t
The S8ecretary of the Navy
Navy Bg.

P e

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By V. J. Stewart pase/UN_ 61972



JANUARY 13, 1944
PERSOMAL AND SECRET FOR WINANT FHOM HOPKINS

THE PHESIDENT HAS ADVISED STIMSON THAT
HE I5 OPPOSED TO ANY AMERICAN NEWSPAPLRS BEING
REPRINTED FOR DISTRIBOTION TO OUR TROOPS IN
THEATRES OF WAR.

HARRY HOPKINS

DECLASSTRTED el
BY Deputy Archiv,, - ~s ina ff.§¢

’I V. J. Etewart Date ”H Eq-;-‘r‘:
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12 Januery 1944

From: London
For 1 The Prosident of the United States

o number Flled 1737/12

Perscnal snd secret for Harry Hopiins from Winant.

Slnee the Duily Msll hus ecteblished en edition in toe
United States, the Chlesge Sun hus waked for focliitles In England
o publish & peper here, liuited to & elrculstl-g of 5,000,

I have also fomnd that Oenersl Ulle, Adjutrnt Cener: 1; mmde
o ruling ou Decezber 18th thet ll imericin couceralel papers,
uho were wllidng to provide their asn pipar frou thelr FiE quots,
and who could find printing facilitles in Engls nd, will receive
drmy oid in shipping their peper to this country. The Aruy,
nocording to Geperel Ullo's ruling, wiil distribute thelr REREQLETE
oF magrzines to the troops, subject to the ruling of the peneral
lu poand of the theater.

As 8 result of this ruling, the Chicago Tribune is now planndng
to send peper to Buplans and to print wn ediilon hers for the
fmerieen troops. I aa told thot they hove been successful in flode
ing jrinting feellities in the British Isies.

I am tole that Gererel Barr, Chlef of 8toff in ET0, han protested

to Wnshington, ssylng thet he does not think the generzl in eocwand

DECLAZSIFIED
Latter, WL s
Blate Dept. "“' 514
"HM_—-



From: London y

For 1+ The President of the Unlted States Puge 2

He nuwber Filed 1737/12

in & thester of cperstione should be esked to declde whet Americen
newspepers may or mey not be printed in his nrea.

I am not at all certsin that these sugested publicatizns do
not lend themselves to & Propegends campeign that would be
detrimentel rather than helpful to establishing wity of purpose
to forwerd ouwr prisary objective of making wer on & comion enemy.

I would eppreclate your advice cnd counsel rnd slse support

in such mction as you feel NecessaTY .

Heo 8ig
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Narch 6, 1944,

To speak to me about this

today.
r .n .l.

Secret letter to the President, 3-4-44,
f£+»0r Hon. Henry L. Stimson, re problem

of refusal bv the Govt. agency Review Bd.
to defer vital personnel enzaged in secret
work earried on for most part by Yfflce
of Scientific Pesearch and Develooment.
Submits twe possible solutions to this.
Attached 1s suzzested draft of letter for
the President to send to Mr. Fdgar F. Pur-
year, Chm., Peview Committee on Deferment
of Govt. Imnlovees, War Manpower Corm.



Dear Harryi-
Yes and Nol

I think it would be grand if you could
take a "look see"™ in CGreat Britain at the present
time and it would do a lot of good for the morale
of our officers and men; and it would give
you a chance to see if you find any weak spots
that should be bolstered before it is too late.

On the other hamd, a flight at this
time is not something toc be passed over lightly.
I know you are well and that you could do it
safely, but at your age -- or mimne, for that
matter — 1t 1s a strain and I Iﬂli certainly
want you on deck here when comes. You
know the terrain and the pro and it is not
a8 1f the operation 1s wholly mew to you.

If it would break your heart or make
you cdefinitely unhappy not to go —— then go by
Ill means.

But, on the other hand, from the
wholly personal point of view, I vote to have
¥ou here -- and in this vote « Btimson joins
me.

As ever yours,

The H:Il:.g:thh
Secretary of War
Washington, D. -




WAR DEPARTMENT
WANHINGTOMN

March m- 1944,

Barsoned—wmt-Secret

Dear Mr. President:

T have a rather strong feeling that it is up
to me to fly over to Great Britain now and take a look
around over the preparations in time to get back and
give you my impressions before any final conference
which you =&y be intending to have.

In view of my relations to the Amy and this
project which it now faces, I fear I should have a feel-
ing of having left something undone if I did not make
thias effort. It is not what you would call a wvacation
trip for me at my age, but I am perfectly well and think
T could do it safely. I have talked it over with
Marshall and he is inclined to think I should do 1t.

T should 1like to know whether you would like

to have me go. If I go, I should start very quickly
for the time is short.

Faithfully yours,

N i LB o

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House,

‘ranklin D. F'ﬂt‘lﬂ'i'ﬂlt Library
DECLASSIFIED

C90 DIl s200.9 (9/27/58)
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J.‘ L_l A ¢ WAR DEPARTMEMNT
1 j | WABHINGTON

October 26, 19LL.

PRIVATE AND_BOMSSSmieasl—
FOR_THE PRESIDENT:

In re your memorandum of October 25, 1944. I think
it vitally important that MacArthur should contimue in military
command &t least until the Fhilippine Archipelago has been freed
of the enemy and American eperations, ground or air, to the south
&nd southwest in the Metherlands East Indies have been completed.
It must be remembered that his present theater includes Java and
runs, exclusive of Sumatra, to the borders of Malaysia and Indo
China. ‘The fall of Manila will probably mot finish the job for
which we are relying upon his high capabilities. If therefore
he is appointed High Commissioner, it should not in any event
terminate his functions of military comsand.

Furthermore, if you decide to appoint him High Com-
missioner, I think it would be wise to hold this as & highly
confidential matter until the actual time of appointment. BNo
cne cen tell at this time just what the picture will be when we
come to the last phase of the Philippine campaign.

Your second sugpestion as to another unofficlal
appointment causes me much anxiety. I foresee trouble and
should like a chance to talk it over with you personally for
five mimites before any commitments are made.

HS

H.L.5.
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THE WHITE HOUSE i,
WASHINGTON

M October 2’, lﬂa‘f.ﬁ--

MEMORANDUA FOR

What would you think of my
making MacArthur lilgh Comnissioner
to the Philippines Just &s 8000 a8
we get to Manila and at the same
tlme glving Admiral larnell a position
where he could report in a way that
tine High Commissioner could not do --
sort of unofficial?

F.Dohe
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 20, 1944

AEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The Secretary of the Interior
called and sald that you would recall
that Gen. MacArthur did not want you
to send & High Commissioner over to the
Pnilippines. The Secretury sald he
thought you agreed with that at that
tine and also tine War Lepartment was of
the same mind. However, he feels there
should be a special representative of
the Presicent in the Phllippines and
he suggests Admirsl Yarnell. He says
Admiral Yarnell knows the Far East
and would be a good man.

GGT
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WAR DEPARTMENT

WABHINGTON, D. C. ol
f
November 7, 1944, [ e
[/
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Work Conducted at NYFE During World War 1
and World War 1l.

1. The data requested during your visit to the New York Port of
Embarkation has been compiled, The following tabulation indicates the
comparative volume of work conducted at the Port during World War 1
and World War 11.

WOHLD WAR 1 WORLD WAR 11
(12-1-11 - 9-30-LL)
Shipments HYFE aa Shipments NYFE as

Froa £ of From % of
All Forts All Ports All Ports All Forta

Cargo Shipped to European
Theater of Cperations and Neorth
African Theater of Operations M/T 8,863,297 51,8 L2259 ,L65 58,2

Troops Shipped to European
Theater of Operations and North

African Theater of Operations 2,052,830 80.7 3,062,217 70.6
Carge Shipped to all Theaters M/T 8,883,297 5l1.8 76,357,571 33.8
Troops Shipped to all Theaters 2,052,830 Bo.7 L,901,1LT ]

2., The above information was cbtained from the following sources:

a4, Annual Report of Chief of Transportation, War Department,
1919, Lacnard P, Ayres, United States' Part in the Oreat War.

b, Army Service Forcea Monthly Progresa Reports.

¢, Transportation, Comparative Data, World War 1, World War 11,
Office of the Chief of Transportation, War Department, July 13L3.

d, New York Port of Embarkation Monthly Progress and Activi-
tiss Reports.
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED Respectfully yours,

DUD DI sz00.6 (s/27/58 E —
B200.8 ( ) j y

Date- -I1€8-579

sipassie: AR diedes P,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTON

Nevember 22, 1944,

My dear Mr, President:

The enclosed draft goes as far in condensation as
I believe I can properly go. To say merely that T believe that
the facts do not warrant the institution of any proceedings against
any officer of the Army would, I believe, inevitably give the
impression that I was trying entirely to absolve all Amy officers
from any eriticism including General Short, who has already after
& careful and public review been held by the Roberts Board responsible
for dereliction of duty., That is an impression I am urwilling to
father,

I also believe that a statement as to the future
disposition of the papers along the line of my last paragraph would
relieve the impression which otherwise might arise that we are trying
to keep the whole matter permanently from the country.

Yours very sincerely,

o S

Secretary of War.

The President, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

e DECLASSIFIED
DUD UI §200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- 3— |€-57

m Signature- Carl f O%JCUC
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By Jeint Resolutiom of the Oongress, approved June 13,
1944, the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy were
mmmhmﬂﬂﬂnm'ﬂ-hhthnm
surrounding the Pearl Harbor eatastrophe of December 7, 1941, and
hu—ummmmmummu
might jwatify. In ordsr to meet the wishes of Congress as expressed
in this resolutien, I have conducted such an investigation. In order
to assist me to this end, thers was appoimted by order dated July 8,
1944, & Board of thres gemersl officers which was directed "to
ascertaim and report the facts relating to the attack made by Japamese
armed forces upom the Territery of Hawaii em 7 December 1941 and to
make such recommendations as it might deem preper."

m-wrmlmmmnlmm“mﬂ
and painstaking investigation. It has held hearings in Eawsii, San
Francisco, and Washingtom. It has examined a total of 151 witnesses
and received many exhibits. I have read its report and examimed such
parts of the evidence taken as I deemed necessary. The Judge Advocate
I--l#thlm,ltuﬂmﬂﬂ,munmdﬁ-ﬂm
and the recerd and has given me fully the bemefit of his views.

Immmlhwlﬂvﬂ-lmﬂd
hﬂulmmm“umt.uw,uu-uuhm—

Franklin D. Rocsevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
ﬁﬁﬂ D"h 5200.9 (9/27/68)

Date- 3-/#-57

Bignature- (Wi’#ﬂ
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tuted against him and, after weighing all the coneiderations, I

am clear that public interest as well as justice and fairness will
best be served by & present and final disposition of the matter,

Se far as they may be made public, censonant with the public interest,
my conclusions are as follows:

The Army Pearl Harbor Board, although it reconmended no
disciplinary or other actlon, concluded that certain efficers in the
field and in the War Department did not perform their duties with the
necessary skill or exercise the judgment which was required under the
oircumstances, With some but not all of these conclusiens I agree.

In my opinion, the error of judgment of the Commanding
0fficer of the Hawaiisn Department, in met adequately alerting his
nu-l.nd,mntnuhlu‘h:nutud-mdhiinli-rm:lmd
status. This in iteelf is a serious result to any consclentious and
sensitive officer, as I believe General Shert to be., In my judgment,
it is sufficient action.

hmﬂudmilmtmdlrﬂlthiﬂmﬁlnﬂnthtfm
do net warrant the institution of any further proceedings against any
officer in the Army.

Finslly, I am sbsolutely clear that it would be highly
pndﬁﬁdllhthmmumwwifﬂuurnﬁth safety
oflmlulimhuhy&ﬂnntthumnutﬂntl-upﬂnfth
Army Pearl Harbor Board or the evidence on which it is based.
Purthermere, to publish merely pertions of the Board's report would
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necessarily distort the Mllud the conclusions, which would 1like-
wise be against the publiec interest.

The report of the Board together with the record upen which
14 is based and together with all documents concerned with my investiga-
tion will be sealed snd filed until, after the close of the war,
competent authority may determine that the publication of these papers

is in the public interest.
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mronklin D. Roosevelt Library

“riLERSIFIED WAR DEPARTMENT
0 UMti. 5200.9 (9/27/68) WASHINGTON
Date= el November 2.4, 1944.

gignature-~ cat ’{ #‘ﬂ

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:

Subject: Letter expressing gratitude to
underground helpers.

General Eisenhowsr has regquested authority to
issue certificates such as the attached to members of the
French, Belgian, Dutch, and Danish underground who were
instrumental in effecting the escape of our personnel f{rom
enemy-controlled territory.

The British plan to issue similar certificates
to those who aided their personnel, and General Eisenhower
deems it highly desirable that both nations award the cer-
tificates simultaneocusly.

The Department of State informally agress to
this proposal, and your approval is regquested.

“%—‘“\_
Secretary of War.

Inclosure.

ol 7 , rlette v th tucloseene ilecove
G e g Kt e Dot
vy /vy

b
ST

ik




THE FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED  STATES OF AMERICA

HAS DIRECTED ME TO EXPRESS TO

THE GRATITUDE AND AFFRECIATION OF THE AMERICAN
PEQPLE FOR GALLANT SERVICE IN ASSISTING THE

ESCAPE OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS FROM THE ENEMY

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
General, United States Army

Commanding Burcpean Theater of Operations

"oK
FDR"




Franklin D. Roosevelt Library \

DECLASSIFIED _
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN

13 December 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The favorable progress of the war in the Facifie,
as well as other developments, has resulted in a
determination by the War Department that the continued
mass exclusion from the West Coast of persons of
Japanese ancestry 1s no longer a matter of military
neceasity.

As you know, that program was instituted at a
time when an attack on the West Coast was a deflnite
probabllity and an invasion on a large scale had to
be considered as a real possibility. Experience in
Europe had given warning of the danger of the fifth
column and had shown that residents having ethnic
affiliations with an invading enemy are a greater
source of danger than those of different ancestry.

The vast majority of persons of Japanese descent

in the United States resided in the West Coast region.
Soocial, economic and political conditions had intensi-

fied their solidarity, strengthened their ties with

Japan, and had retarded their assimilation with the

rest of the population. Although the majority were
undoubtedly loyal to this country, it was known that 1

SEGRET

——
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there was a disloyal group whose number and strength
could not be quickly ascertained, and who could not

be 1solated and separately dealt with. Under these
eircumstances mass exclusion of persons of Japanese
ancestry from the West Coast was felt to be a necessary
military precaution.

Since that time it has been possible to examine our
population of Japanese descent and to separate those who
have indlicated that they ere loyal to Japan from those
whom the military authorities have determined no longer
need be excluded. This latter group will include over
90% of the population of Japanese ancestry. A con-
siderable number of this latter group have proved their
loyalty to this country in the most exacting of all
tests--the field of battle. American soldiers of
Japanese ancestry, fighting with courage and devotion
in Italy, in France, and in the Pacific, have shown
that loyalty to America is a matter of mind and heart,
not of race. Wany of these men were recruited from
relocation centers. Many of them have families in
those centers. The War Department has a definite
interest in the morale of these men and feels that
from this point of view alone, it 1s most desirable
that the mass restrictions against persons of Japa-

nese descent be not continued a moment longer than

SECRET

is necessary.



SECRET

The present capabilities of the enemy on the West
Coast include the execution of minor ground ralds by
air-borne or submarine-borne units, carrier-borne air
attacks on a small scale, sabotage, esplonage and
possibly some incitement of civil disturbance. As
our own militery ectivities close in on Japan and
bring the war to Japan proper, the well-known face-
saving attitude of the Japanese may provoke action of
some sort against our West Coast. The Pacific Coast
Ares Temains a critical area because of the large
number of important war plants which are located there
and because it is the base of our supply line to the
active theaters of the Pacific War. It is essential
therefore that those persons of Japanese descent who
have shown their strong pro-Japanese bias shall be
effectively prevented from performing acts of sabo-
tage or working with or assisting the enemy in the
planning or execution of any incursion.

After due consideration of all the factors in-
volved, the Commanding Generel of the Western Defense
commend essures me that if adequate safeguards are
mainteined ms outlined herein, the return of the vast
majority of persons of Japenese ancestry to the West

GCoast can be permitted wlthout adverse effect on our

-3 -

SEGRET



war effort.

Among these safeguards are measures to insure that
the return is accomplished gradually. It is also felt
to be important that there should be no let up in the
efforts which are being made to relocate persons of Japa-
nese descent in other parts of the country.

The responsibility for the actual mechanies of re-
location is, of course, in the civilian agencles of
government. The decision of the War Department in this
matter has been communicated to the Department of Justice
and the Department of the Interior. The War Department
understands that the Department of the Interior lntends to
put into effect a program based on a gredual and orderly
return to the West Coast and a vigorous continuation of
the efforts to relocate persons of Japanese descent
throughout the entire Unlited States. As our part of the
program, the Commanding Genersl of the Western Defense
Command will be prepared, on or about December 15, 194k,
to announce the terminetion, effective approximately a
week thereafter, of mass exclusion of persons of Japanese
descent and the designation of those whose present status
of exclusion is to be maintained. The determination of
those who will be excluded will be made as a result of
an examination and en eveluation of the information which

the various agencies have accumulated relating to persons

SECRET
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of Japanese ancestry. FPersons to be sxoluded will be

those against whom information i1s avallable showing their
pro-Japanese attitude, It 1s expected that less than

ten thousand persons will be excluded in thls manner. The
pases of the persons who ere excluded will be entomatically
reviewed from time to time and such persons will be en-
titled to regquest a hearing end present evidence in

their behalf.

The Commending General of the Western Defense Com-
mand in recommending this program, and the War Department
in approving it, are not ummindful of the problem pre-
sented by lodividusls of the type of the segregess who 1o
the main are loceted at the Tule Lake Segregation Center.
Among the perscns detalned at this ocamp there 18 a
militant group composed of {individuals strongly pro-
Japenese in thelir sympathies and who in fact not only
have continued to maintain and {neuleate Japanese doo-
trines to an almrming degree, but also have shown their
willingness to return to Japen to assist its war effort.
No program can be put into effect without considering
the possible damage which might be dome if this group
were permitted to be at large. The Comnanding General
of the Western Defense Command is preparing a list of
those pepsons of Japanese ancestry who will not be
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permitted to leave the centers Dbecauss they fall within
the category described above or for other reasons, pending
the further examinstion of their cmses individuslly. The
cases of persons who are on this llst will be automatically
reviewed by the Western Defense Command and all such per-
sons will be entlitled to regquest a hearing and present
evidence on their behalf. When the final determinations
have been made, the War Helocation Authority will transfer
all persons to be detained to a segregation center. It
{8 understood that the Department of Justice will ultimately,
to the extent that the law permits, teke over the responsi-
bility for such detention end for determining which individ-
uals should be released from detemtion. The War Department
and the Wer Relooetion Authorlty will, of course, furnish
the Department of Justice with all available informatlion
which is requested relating to the ipdividusls concerned.
The possibllity that dlscrders might oceur when
persons of Japanese descent return to the West Coast
hes been considered. Some lnitial opposition is to be
expected. The War Department is interested in this

guestion because any serious trouble might result in
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retaliation egainst American soldiers who are held
as prisoners of war by the Japanese. The return should
be feclliteted by an announcement which the Commanding
General, Western Defense Command, plens to make, to
the effect that only those persons who are cleared by
the military authorities are being permitted to return.
When this is known, I am confident that the common
sense and good citizenship of the people of the West
Coast is sueh that the inaugurstion of this program
will not be marred by serious incidents or disorders.
The matter is now the subject of litigation in
the Federal Courts and in view of the fact that mili-
tary necessity no longer requires the continuation of
mass exclusion it seems unlikely that it can be con-
tinued in effect for any considerable periocd. The
institution of the system which permits the orderly
return of the bulk of the people subject to the safe-
guards outlined above seems preferable to the alterna-
tive of risking sn unfavoreble court decision wkh the
confusion and disorder which would attend a sudden and

‘7'i£7 5 e

Secretary of War

SECREF

unplanned retura.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

COPY OF LONGHAND MEMO WRITTEN BY
“THE PRESIDENT TO THE SECRETARY OF
WAR AND SENT HIM DECEMBER 18, 1942

Dear Harry:
In regard to the W. M. C.
I_think McCloy should represent the

War Dept.. This is after very
mature thinking on my part. Will

you please put him on.

F. D. R,

(2 sy y e 2

feecoe /LM & P Myf‘f
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'WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D €

December 30, 1944.
Memcrandum for the President.

There is attached a statement on the need
of the Army for more nurses.

I recommend that the Selective Service Act
be extended to cover reglstered nurses between the ages of 19 and
45, with certain exceptions based on unusual hardship. A draft
of appropriate legislation is attached.

T recommend &lsc that in a public statement
or in a message to Congress you call attention to the need for more
nurses for the Army and recommend leglslation extending Selective
Service to cover regletered nurses.

The Hed Cross is starting a drive to get us
more nurses. While I appreciate thls effort, I believe that 1t

will not get results in sufficient time to 111 the need.

-~
Enclogures Secretary of War.

Fr 4 B
anklin n, fioogevelt L

BECLASSIrED
LoD b, 8200.9 (8/27/58)
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January 37,050
Fabruary 38,085
March 38,89
April 39,671
May 40,026
June 40,140
July 40,453
Auguat 40,726
Septamber 41,165
Oetaber £1,322
November 41,968
December 42,112 A

/1 As of 22 December 194,
/2  Estimated at 900,

1,309 158
1,022 157
1,073 197
499 180
Th2 204
L 229
536 32
£27 178
653 152
b52 254
958 2
90 /2 2
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TA' semb t Congress hereby de—
clares that to provide adequate medical care for the Armed Forces of the
United States it is imperative to secure immediately the services of addi-
tional trained and skilled women Nurses.

2. Every woman residing in the United States who on any day set for
registration shall be between the ages of nineteen and forty-five years and
who shall at thet time have been registered for and admitted to the practice
of nursing by any State, Territory or Possession of the United S5tates or by
the District of Columbia is hereby made subject to reglstration and selection
for and induction into the land and naval forces of the United States under
the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, as amendsd, Except as other-
wise provided herein or by regulations under said Act, such registration, se-
lection and induction shallproceed in accordance with the same procedures and
be subject to the same exemptions, rights and oblipations provided for male
registrants by said Act and regulations thereunder,

3, No such woman registrant who is married and not living apart from
her husband or who has a child under eighteen years of age or whose induction
would otherwise occasion unreasonable hardship shall be liable to induction
and no such registrant who is pregnant shall be accerted for induction or re-

tained in Service, ) Franklin n, Roosevelt Library

DECLACSTIED
Dﬂﬂ bii. 5200.9 (9/27/68)

x A Date. S —~(T~5¢F
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4. In the selection of registrants for induetion in a manner which
will best preserve adequate civiliasn medical care the Selective Service
System will avail itsell of the advice and assistance of the Procurement
and Assiprment Service of the War Manpower Commdssion.

5, Anmy such reglstrant inducted into the Land or Haval Forces ghall
be assipned only to medical duty in which her speclal professicnal skills
and training will be used in accordance with military requirements.

£, This Act shall not affect the voluntary recrultment of qualified
women for the Arsy or Mavy Nurse Corps or the appointment of members of such

Corps as officers in the Ammy or Kavy as now provided by law,
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£ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 16, 1548,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE BECRETARY OF WAR:

I bad no intention of sending
the Universal Training message to Congress
until about two months from now at the
earliest period, Will you tell General
Marshall?

F.D.R.

No pepars accompanied the original of this
memorandum to the Secretery of War.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

Jmuﬂ-l':f 12. 191}51

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTDENT:

Both General Marshall and I feel it is imperative in the
interest of maintaining the proper public perspective toward the
supreme seriousneas of the war effort and the necessity of devoiing
all of our attention to its vigorous prosecution, that at this time
there be no public discussion of post-war matters such as universal
military training. We have advised the appropriate Committees of
Congress of our convictions on this subject and have been assured
of their cooperation.

In order not to embarrass the Congress, and particularly
the Woodrum Committee on Post-War Flanning, it is recommended that
you withhold your promised message to the Congress on universal
military training until the current manpower and production crisis
has eased.

If you desire further details as to the War Department's
position in this matter, I should be glad to present them to you

personally.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 22, 1945,
DECLASSIFIED

SRR - 1.ty Archivist of the U.
MEMORANDUM FOR By W. d. EtaIthm
THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
If you have any urgent messages
which you wish to get to me, I suggest®
you send them through the White House
Map Room. However, only absolutely
urgent messages should be sent Vvia the
Map Room, May I ask that you make them
as brief as possible in order not to tle
up communiocations, If you have very
lengthy messages the Map Room officer
will have to exercise his discretion as
to whether it is phyelcally poseible to
gend them by redio or whether they will
have to be sent by pouch.
F.D.R,
A.fifrp_ Zoxld snimits asnl Ao all Cobonsl 7Reomttn

.?H.,ﬁﬂf.-#‘ y/'/y’f %?!M_ {/f/fﬂ ..-/:; s Pl AL r{;‘u’ ¢
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 6, 1946,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

I think 7ou should read
this. Please speak to me about 1t at

your convenlience.

F.D.R.
( memo forv s Preg,, -"-Lf from Lon.
JaSe Fa I 128, re ex 1 ures for th
1h n ¢ nd no assurance of npro-

nzmssrrmr m' g s:
BY Deputy Archivist © JUN 6 1972

By V- J. Stewart Date
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