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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES [DENT

THROUGH: KARLZHNSMEBTER }
FROM: - SECRti\RYAdARGAhETSPLL LINGS

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NCLB BRIEFING -
PURPOSE .

Fo bncf you on the sth\ of the No Clnld Left Bdnn(l Act (\ICLB) and plans for tt
upcoming reauthorization of the law. -

BACKGROUND

. , 1 : .
[ will lead an overview of the status of some key issues in NCLB and:will preview issues
that- may warrant further attention as the Administration plans for the reauthorization of
NCLB next year. The meeting will kick off with a brief discussion of school safety in
light-of recent school shoolmws You will then receive an ov uvxew of the following
topics:

Achievemeint Overview .

Progress (NAEP). As we are several years into the implementation of NCLB. more
~schools are being identified for improvement, corrective action, and xcmuuuxmu ,

«child’s current school has failed to maJ\c ad b(]UJlL yearly progress for two years) or, if the

Since the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) in 2002, State achievement
scores have generally risen and achievement gaps have started to close. Recent studies
on the implementation of the Reading First program show the pr ogram is.having a
significant positive effect on reading instruction. Yet, there is still much work 10 be done. |
Results across the Nation vary as states have 1mpl<.menud annual assessments in grades
three through eight for the first time last year: In addition, large gaps are evident in many
states between the percentage of students scoring proficient on state assessments and the -
percentage of students Scoring proficient on the National Assessment of Educational

Supplémcn,m/ Sc?r\f/f('c-'.'.,\'/(,.’/?.(.')/fce Background and Data

Pdrents may choose to transfer their child to a higher performing school (after their




.

family is low-income, have their child receive free tutoring from-a Supy )luncmal
Educational Services (SES) provider the parents select from a state- -approved list (after
the current school has failed to make adequate yearly progress for three years). School
districts are required to set aside 20% of their Title I funding to cover the costs of tutor md :
or transporting students to their “choice” schools. ’ ‘ ‘ '

AllhOLth thc number of >tuclents receiving Lutunno has mcrwwd the participation rates
for SES and school choice remain unagcppubl\ low. Many school districts are not - '
informing families of their choice and SES options in a timely and understandable
manner as required by law. The process for families to select a new school or an SES
provider is often.complicated and confusing. In some districts, there are not enough high

3 pexfoxmmo schools to meet the demand from families for school transfers and districts -
are not expanding public school choice capacity (through, for example creation of new

charter schools). Last year, the Department started several pilot programs to increasé

'SES participation and is also beginning visits and enforcement efforts to ensure beucx

1mplunml.mon of the law.

Hi,_qh School /smes

~High School reform has been an Administration puom\ for the pa>t swual vwxs and

should be a key component of NCLB reauthorization. High schools lack the level of data
that is now provided in elementary and middle school, and too many students are not -
challenged with rigorous coursework that will prepare them for college and the

.wm]\rome upccmllv In ma[h and science. -

- This year, the Department has been implementing two new student aid programs:

Academic Competitiveness (AC) Grants and SMART Grants. The first year -
1mplcmcnlauon of AC Grants, which go to Pell-eligible college freshman and
sophomores who take a rigorous high school course of study; has demonstrated the lack

of rigorous requirements across the nation. A small number of states are mueasmo

graduation requirements and providing more opportunities for students to take.

'challenouw coursework, but many states have yet to embrace high school xuorm and

high standards for high school graduates.

Next 'S'l'ep\.s" on NCLB Reauthorization

JNCLB 1s up for Lcaulhon/duon in 2007. For'the paxt several momhs Lhc Department has

been working on its policy proposal for NCLB reauthorization: T believe the ultimate
goal of reauthorization proposal should be to reinfoice the goal of every child at or above
grade level by 2014 and ensuring Lhat every child is equipped tosucceed in today’s

global Lconomy

The‘re are <eveml goals to abhieve in a successful NCLB reauthorization: (1)
Institutionalizing the accountability and assessment provisions of the law by Lcafhrmmw
grade IC\ el performance in reading and math for every child by 2014. {2) Strengthening

. restructuring in pemstcmlv ]ow-pc,rfox ming schools and plowdmo more options,




,mcludmv pnvate \chool for pax cnls of students in lhe Iowut puformmo schools. (3)
: ‘E,\pandmU the principles of NCLB to high school through more accountability and uuor
: (4) Rounding out the accountability system with other: %ubﬁ‘(l\ (including science, which-

you called for earlier this year); raising the bar to promote boosting student achievement
from grade-level proficiency, as established in the law. to advanced levels; a.lld.px,odu_cmg.

~better data, including data on high school graduation rates. (3) Promoting an‘outcome- -

based definition of * ‘highly effective teacher” that recognizes that effective teachers:in the
¢lassroom are those who Ialse S[Udtm Adnu ement, especially n our hlohé\[ m,ed '

'schools
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 MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
- FROM: © KARL LINSME[STER

‘SUBJEC I‘ New DPC Pmolme@

Over rhe next two’ yems the DPC will commue o pmcue many important existing priorities=— -
immigration reform, health care mnovations, comp;unvcnc;s legal reform, and so forth. The:

"pmpose of this memo is 1o sketch three po:sxb e fresh initiatives in domcmc policy for your final
837 days in office, and seek your feedback. Once these proposals are fleshed out over the next few &

months, we wxll submit o you specific items for ducmons that ! have bcuu 1evxew cd 1h10u0h [hc :
budvct and Whue Houac pohcy processes. ‘ S ’

1 RE AUT HORILE NCLB

Make reuu!horranon of NCLB one of the A dnum\fralzon s /ng/zmrpimrmes " 70()7 aiming: m i
deepen and expand the program’s ac countability measures, including school choice:mec lzunl\m\
rhar will open escape hatches to. students napped in, the worst schools.

‘Lndet NCLB “schools that lall to mal\e adequate ycaxl) pxovwss (4 \YP) are quuned to mllow publ
_school chioice within their districts. But only 1 percent of the millions of eligible students uxucm
: 'thux transfer option. NCLB also stipulates that schools missing AYP for three consecutive )ccus

must offer Supplememal Educational Services (tutornw) 4] dxxad\ antaged studcm\ Yet ]Lm 19

,pacem of eligible children enroll.
-~ In both cases, it is not a lack of dcmand but rather a variety of obstacles lha[ limit p.n“ncxpanon
',Schools are not adequately or sufficiently informing parents of theu options.-And in many. of Lthe

' 'pubhc school districts Lhcm is no quality altelnatlw

NCLB reaulhon/anon provides an opportunity to overcome these barriers. and offermore chﬂdxm

true options in schoolmw Most (lramauully we’ re proposing to launch Oppouumly SChOlA!shlps
Lhc flrst true nationwide choice program.

Om)oxtumty Scholauhlps would become av Jlldblu to duldlen in our Nation’s very woxst >choolx—~
those that have failed to meet NCLB standards for six years in a row. These are the chronic failures,

the warst o[ the worst, collectively about 1, OOO schools with a half-million schoolchlldxu\ stud\ m-
‘them. :

We re wox}\mfr with the Dcpammem of Educatlon on a proj Josal to make each of those cnldren ’
‘eligible for a ful y pouablc Scholmshlp of S3 500-$4,000. Thcw could be used to emoll ata

v




- aren’t provided to a sufficient percentage of eligible students, the fundi

different public school in the same district, at a public school in an adjoining district, or at a local
private or parochial school. Students could also stay in their present school and use their scholarship -
for intensive, high-quality tutoring from a certified third party. R

Supplemental Educational Services—NCLB’s tutoring program is another place where DPC and -

the Education Department are-mulling reforms. At present, poorly performing schools are required

" to set aside 20 percent of their Title [ funds to provide tutoring (or transportation for students

exercising their public school choice options). If they don’t spend the money. howevefr.,t‘he"sch,o.ol'si
are allowed to keep it and redirect it to other purposes. .. o

There is thus little incentive to offer the services intended, and many schools have dragged their feet -,

' in letting parents know they have alternatives. To realign incentives, DPC has suggested that ED

explore the efficacy of a “use or lose” approach for those set-asides funds. If the required services
ing would be withdrawn.
This policy would need to be constructed carefully lest it be portrayed as unfairly taking resources

" from low-performing school and so we're still vetting it for unintended consequences. Once the
~vetting process is complete, we will bring a more developed proposal on choice incentives to you

- for approval: ‘We need to make sure this doesn’t become overly puniti&fe#'Se.Ci'etd‘ry.Spe-ll'ingi:; and.

T recognize that the reauthorization needs to have the right mix of positive encouragements,
flexibility, and negative sanctions for it to work. In-any case; our goal will be to increase

participation in NCLB's tutoring '[):le‘ém to at least 30 percent of eligible students by 2010."

Charter school capacity is another priority that needs pursuing as we reauthorize NCLB: States =

should be encouraged to increase the stock of charter schools so children ‘havewid‘e{' public-school
~options. Fully 26 states have capped their number of charter schools, or limited enrollments. The

“National Alliance for Public Charter Schools estimates that if existing charter schools were just

allowed to expand to meet the demand of current waiting lists, student enrollments in alternative -

‘ ‘i_'nskt,itutiohs" would increase overnight by 20 percent. Federal incentives (in discretionary grant. -
. programs) that would encourage lifting these caps should be written into the law. - '

Reform of conventional public schools will remaii)’ critical, DPC and Ed hgreé, even as we ‘
- “challenge the system with choice and charters,” as Secretary Spellings puts it. Schools should both. .-
be offered new resources and expected to provide additional forms of accouﬁntability:Somé of the
~ideas the Depa:rt:mem‘is considering: o ' R U

;. —Expand NCLB to High schools, and begin assessments of science in all schools.
—In the NCLB annual assessments, begin to te‘St‘”highe;-.le,\?els of subject-mastery, not just
. bare grade-level minimums. ' 2 B
~.—Use studert achievement outcomes to define what constitutes a-“highly‘_ct"ffé?cti'yc teacher,”
_. and-encourage such teachers. e T T
—Offer states incentives to raise the bar on their academic standards through such means as’
~ using the NAEP standards and assessments (o improve less rigorous State assessments.

. =— Repeated failure to achieve AYP cotld be declared a cause for dissolving sclerotic union

rules at inadequate schools (much as bankruptcy releases businesses from collective
- bargaining strictures). B : S L :




Overall, the Educition Department proposes to distribute $2.1 billion.of new spending for NCLB. -
reaul;hor-ization as follows: : . o

‘__$1.1 billion for everything necessary {0 extend the NCLB apparatus to high schools
~_a fresh $500 million for Opportunity Scholarships (making a total of $600 million)
$300 million as a sweetener for non-adequate school districts in the form of new spending -
{o aid restructuring (we already spend $200 million-for restructuring, so this brings that.

~ potto $500 million) _ B , _ : ( '
—$100 million for incentive grants to states and districts to encourage academic rigotin -
high school curricula ‘ , a o v o
- %100 million for miscellaneous initiatives . DR NS

If we request a-significant amount of new spending of NCLB reauthorization initiatives within our
_-tight discretionary spending levels, it will force us to make several tough choices elsewhere in‘our. -
discretionary budget. We will consider these Choices. and the exact components of the NCLB.

 reauthorization, in the coming months along with the rest of )}our FY 2008 Budget proposal.

2) LAUNCH AN “INTELLIGENT COMMUTING” INITIATIVE o |
Attack energy, environmenial, and quality-of-life problems simultaneously via bold market-oriented
and technology-based transportation reforms. L ‘ ' ‘ ’

The Nation faces serious transportation problems today—growing commuter delays, air traffic
overloads, trucking slowdowns—that are gathering into a logistics crisis in places. Congestion -
“our transportation system squanders billions of gallons of fuel annually, and billions of hours of
“human time. ' : ' ‘ R
T his is-as true in the air as on our roads. In the latest year, more than-a quarter of all commercial
flights were late or cancelled. The pressure on the system will worsen dramatically over the niext

L éouple' of decades, as passenger enplanements double, and the number of aircraft in the skies soars.
:T‘h'i“s week, the first of a new crop of microjets costing just.a million and a half dollars:will help
" double the humber of blips on controller radar screens within ten years. ' e

The only-proven way to handle thése congestion pressures-is to think differently and reform boldly.
The Administration is in.a good positionvto'prv()po‘se new market mechanisms, teéhnol_ogy upgradés,
~and fresh regulatory approaches that would reduce slowdowns in our air space and on‘our roads,: )
a‘nd;raise the efficiency of the transportation networks that aré how so critical to our economy and
society. In the process, fuel efficiency will improve, eénvironmental quality will improve, .per.‘\:onal'

- and family time will be conserved, and workers will become more effective on the job..

_DbOT already has launched an initiative to encourage state and local leaders to pursue new- privite
financing opportunities made available in last year’s highway bill. Initial reaction has been -
‘positive: new projects arc—;,;ih the works and U.S. financial institutions have rapidly raised billions of ~
- dollars to invest in futuré projects. Experiments in the U.S.. Europe. Canada, and other places have
~ proven that demand pricing of overloaded roads can dramatically reduce traffic jams. Even small
reductions in volume at critical periods can yield large improvements in traffics throughput. Your




“advisers are considering-a chapter on congestion pricing for inclusion: in the next Economic Report -

of the Pr‘eside‘nt‘,

Going forward, DPC and the Department of Transportation are developing a raft of market-based
reforms—including a far-reaching air-traffic restructuring, congestion pricing at airports, demand
pricing on new lanes or new roads, more telecommuting, and regulatory and tax relief for home

“workers.

.The ripest ‘opportunity,may"be a modernization of the FAA, which is up for reauthorization "
~ Congress next year. The agency will likely be undergoing dramatic alterations no matter what

politicians might wish for, because its financing mechanism (the ticket tax) is broken, its workforce.
of poS{.QP'f\’IT/CO hires will soon retire en masse, and it is about to undergo a once-in-a-lifetime.
technology shift from ground radars, radios. and human controllers to satellite tracking with much
more automation. This presents a golden opportunity to work with the FAA and the aviation -
fic system. We're also working on ways to

industry to fix some badly broken aspects of our air traf
use corigestion pricing to reduce bottlenecks at the 39 U.S. airports rated as overloaded.

3) INITIATE A SECOND WAVE OF FAITH-BASED CHARITY

Launch néew undertakings.at the Office of Faith-based and Community Initiatives. Simultaneously-

lead it through a major-accountability and research assessment in order to cement i1s success-and
PErmanence. '

~ To this point, the focal work of-our faith-based effort has been to ensure that religious SErvice-
providers can qualify equally for federal grants. Great progress has been made in achieving this: -

Now it’s time to launch a wider wave of undertakings: , :
—Link the OFBCI more closely to priorities in other parts of the Administration, for
instance by using OFBCI to recruit inner-city parochial schools into the No Child Left
' Behind tutoring program. : o S
- —Interweave the OFBCI with voluntarism efforts by Freedom Corps and the Corporatzifoﬁ
for National and Community Service, o encourage people of faith to volunteer at secular
-charities, and inspire more secular volunteers to join in religious charitable work. I
~ Currently-these efforts operate on separate tracks. T
* _Encourage expansion of state and local faith-based offices, and integrate them more fully
‘with Federal counterparts. - R . ‘. S
—Look for means to support new charitable tax credits and other tax preferences for private
~ giving. The advantage of tax preferences over direct Federal funding is that they shift =
- authority to grassroots faith groups and the customers of charities, while avoiding
excessive church-state entanglements. hROS-

., —Likewise, build on last year’s effort to identify promising niches where vouchers.can be
“used to include faith-based groups among the choices offered to aid recipients, while
~avoiding Establishment Clause conflicts. Only a few pilot efforts may be possible, but that -

would still open up an important avenue of change. ‘ - o

" A recent GAO investigation criticized the faith-based office for a failure to evaluate the

effectiveness of its services. A number of other critics have echoed this concernithat the initiative




has not adequately demonstrated its ability to achieve hard, practical, and positive outcomes in the
lives of clients. - ' ‘ ’

\ !

" Thisis not an umeasonable interest. One of the lessons of the first War on Poverty was that slmplv

having our hearts in the right place is not enough. And one of the signatures of your Administration,
. as in your education reforms, has been an emphaslx on assessment and accountability. To l\cep the \,
faith-based initiative strong for years to come, we need to'show that religiously mspned social work L
s cifcuwc. ' ’

Fowald this end, the DPC proposes to lead a very specifically f ncuscd two-day “Expert Consensus”
of the sort that U.N. ambassador John Bolton recently took part in to help set U.N. priorities. With -
funding from several prominent private foundations and participation by leading scholars to lend
objectivity, we believe we can produce, by next iplmg an expert assessment of the most promising
avenues for faith-based social work.

We V\OLlld use this review to breathe new vigor and discipline into the initiative, inject a dose of
‘suentmc certitude, and offer fresh direction and energy-—as part of our effort to make certain [hls
signature initiative ﬂoumhu beyond Lhc close of lhl\ Administration.







~President Discusses NCLB Reauthorization at the Education Department o o Pagel v'of 1

-,‘,Throuqh High Expectations -

1003AM EDT

e f THE PRESIDENT I want to thank Secretary SpeIIrngs and her fine team for weIcomlng me here to the

_‘Presrdent Drscusses NCLB Reauthorlzatron at the Educatron Department
. us. Department of Educatron RE AR
g ‘»Washlngton DC :

— DN .
uﬁ ELICF HF:hE: T'D PHIHT k

: ST : For lmmedrate Release‘f'_' :
VR Oft"ce ofthe Press Secretary. D
R October5 2006 ;
X .

g Fact Sheet The No Child Lett Behmd Act Challenqmq Students

g In Focus Educataon

’n/“v L

.. Department of Education. | have justreassured the Secretary and the folks who work here that the reauthorlzatlon

of the No Child Left Behind Act is a priority of this administration. And the reason | sayitsa priority is’because

‘ this-act is worklng ‘We strongly believe in settrng high standards for. aII students and we- strongly believe thatin A

~ orderto make sure those 'standards are met we must measure to: determlne whether or not the schools are
-~ functioning, the way we expect them to funct|on and the way the parents expect them to functlon and the way the
o taxpayers expect them to functlon o , L T R :

"And SO- I want to thank you all for your work | partlcularly want to o
- thank the teachers and principals who have taken the No Child Left
* Behind Act and have implemented it, and have seen the dramatlc -
/" results that can be achieved by rigorous academics and strong
o curnculum.and hard work in the classroom -

.}The most |mportant functlon of government at home is to make sure that a child receives an excellent educatron
. and thats particularly important in a world that is becoming more globalized. I'm optlmlstlc we can achieve our |
s objectives. I know this law is working and | look forward to working with Congress in the next Ieglslatlve sessron to
B /reauthonze and strengthen the No Child Left Behlnd Act : ‘ : i o

. - "_’Thank you

;‘Return to this article at el
» http //www whltehouse gov/news/releases/2006/10/20061005 4, htmI ‘

' ‘No Chrld Left Behmd is worklng and we've been strateglzmg here as
“to how to make sure we not only defend it dunng the reauthonzatlon
process but how we strengthen the Iaw : R

' END1005AM EDT .

o ‘

A R s et
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| http:/,/wvyw.white’housc.gov/neWs/re_l’eascs/ZOOé/tQ/pri\nt/20061OQ5Q4.'httnl e o | j 5/30/2008 L
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. For Immediate Release -
- Office of the Press Secretary -
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Fact Sheet ‘The No Child Left Behmd Act: Challengmg Students Through ngh
'Expectations ’

B PreS|dent Dlscusses NCLB Reauthorization at the Educatlon Department
‘8 In Focus: Educatron

- The No Child Left Behind Act Is A Hlstorlc Law - It Is Worklng, And It'ls Here To Stay. When he came to
Washington, President Bush worked with Republicans and Democrats to pass the No Child Left Behind Act -
(NCLB), and he was proud to S|gn it into law. Today, Pres:dent Bush discussed the progress made under. NCLB
and areas where we can look to improve. A

e The Theory Behind No Child Left Behind Is Straightforward: The Federal Government will Ask For.
.. Demonstrated Results On The Investment It Makes In Education. Local schools will remain under-local
control, but instead of just sending checks from Washington and hoping for the best, we are measuring
‘results and holding schools accountable for teaching every student to read, write, add and subtract. '

" e The No Child Left Behind Act Is Changing More Than The Law - It Is Changlng A Culture. We are
leaving behind the days when schools shuffled chlldren from grade to grade, especially minorities and
children who do not speak English-at home. We are making it clear that every child can learn, and every

" s¢hool must teach. There can be no compromise on the basic principles of NCLB: Every student must
. © read, wrlte add, and subtract at grade level - that is not too much to ask.

e We Have Come Too Far To Turn Back Now - Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind Is Critical. If we .
~were to lower standards and roll back accountability now, we would be abandoning children to the status .
quo that failed for decades, and the children hurt most would be the ones NCLB was desngned to help -
children in-the inner cities, in rural Amerlca and in specnal education. : -

The No Child Left Behind Act Is Worklng The most recent natlonal tests show encouraglng results

° ln reading, 9~year—olds have made Iarger gains in the past five years than at any pomt in- the prewous 28

years; RN

e In math, 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds earned the hlghest scores in the hlstory of the test; and - L

¢ In both reading and math, African-American and Hispanic students are scoring higher, and are beginning to
close the achlevement gap with thelr white peers.

The No Child Left Behind Act Has Brought Good Proqress - Yet We Stitl Have Much Work ToDo

1. We Must Improve Teacher Quality. Bringing every student up to grade level requires a quality teacher in
every classroom. President Bush worked with Congress to create a Teacher Incentive Fund that allows. States
and school districts to reward teachers who demonstrate results for their students and who make the tough
_decision to teach in-the needlest schools

e President Bush Has ‘Also Proposed A New Program To Encourage Math And Science Professlonals
To Bring Their Expertise Into The Classroom As Part Time Teachers. The President calls on Congress
to.-fund this program

‘ 2. We Must Improve Options For Parents. We must do more to heIp parents use thelr optlons when their
\ children are trapped in struggling schools. We will work with school districts to provide parents with more timely
<

¢

http://Www.whitehouse.gov'/news/releases/2‘006/ 10/priht/20061005-2.htm1 ' . 4/10/2008
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and useful information about their transfer optlons and espeCIalIy in big cities, to help more students take
advantage of the freetmtenswe tutorlng offered under NCLB.

K PreS|dent Bush Proposed A NatlonW|de Opportunlty Scholarshrps Program To Help More Students
- Escape Troubled Schools. His proposal would allow 28,000 low-income children to transfer to a private
or religious school of their choice. The President calls on Congress to create this program, so we can help '
: more chrldren attend a good school-and turn around their lives. .

o This School Year, About 1,800 Low-lncome Students Have Used Scholarships From The D.C..
i Opportunlty Scholarships Program To Enroll At A School Of Their Choice. Congress created this
program |n 2004 with strong support.from: the Administration and Mayor Anthony Wllhams of Washmgton
D C , , ; v
. 3. We Must Improve Our High Schools We need to brlng the same high standards and accountability of NCLB
to America's public high schools. The President calls on Congress to pass his proposed $1.5 billion initiative to
fund testlng early in high school and to help teachers fix problems:before it is too late, and his proposed program _
- totrain 70, 000 teachers over five years to lead Advanced Placement classes i in high school.

H##

: Return to this article at: : S
http /IWWW. whltehouse qov/news/re|eases/2006/10/20061005 2 html -

o %cum«. HERE TO PRINT

" hitp://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/10/print/20061005-2.html -~ 4/10/2008
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- FROM ORM . FTFHE'WHITE HOUSE

'WASHINGTON

December 13, 2006

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
- THROUGH: KARL ZINSMEISTER
FROM: SECRETARY MARGARET SPELLINGS

RE: . NoChild Left Behind Reauthorization

. Purpose
To provide background for the December 15 policy time on the No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB), a Presidential priority. ' '

Policy Background
‘The Department of Education (ED) and DPC have been working to developa ™ "
reauthorization proposal aimed at two goals: (1) Preserving NCLB’s core principles; and

" (2) Proposing new initiatives that will improve and strengthen the law. Your advisors
are'in agreement on the policies laid out in sections Land Il below, except for a-question -

‘ -»_regardihg-privatfe school choice, detailed at the end of this memo.

L. Preserving the Core Principles of NCLB
Key components of NCLB must be protected in re_aui‘hoi'izat-ion. These include:
- a)  All students reading and doing math on grade level by 2014:.- 4
~b) Annual assessments and disaggregation of data;
“°¢) Qualified teachers in every classroom; and
d) "Timely information and options for parents.

‘Any changes to these key components will water down the law and undo the significant '
progress we have made over the past five years. :
I, New Initiatives That Will Strengthen and Improve the Law _ _
Reauthorization also presents the opportunity to build.on the-law’s core principles. New

policy proposals for reauthorization include:

*Rewards for Progress and Flexibility for. Innovation
“a)  Allow for the measurement of individual student growth and/or deficiency.

o~




~.b) Give States the flexibility to differentiate among the various stages of school
improvement by targeting interventions on the students and schools that need the!
“ most help. : '

“Challenging Our Students and Preparing Them to Succeed ‘
¢) Provide dedicated funding to-hi gh schools through the Title [ program for reform
~activities and require assessments in two new grades or courses. One of these
assessments must be aligned to college-level expectations.
~d) Authorize American Competitiveness [nitative programs (Math Now, Advanced
i Placement, and Adjunct Teacher .Co,rps‘)' inthe reauthorization of NCLB:: ’
. g)- Require States to report proficiency rates for State and NAEP assessments on the
same report card, o ' ‘ o

‘Helping Teachers Close the Achievement Gap ' AT ,
f)  Provide greater incentives for effective teachers and for teachers who teach in the-
*neediest schools and get results by expanding the Teacher Incentive Fund. This
‘program can be expanded by reallocating existing NCLB funding for Teacher
“Quality. i ‘ :

‘Strengthening Public Schools and Empowering Parents S
) Strengthen restructuring in the accountability system, so that schools that fail'to-
- make adequate yearly progress for five straight years undertake real reform. -
These real reform options include: the option for superintendents to renegotiate
teacher union contracts 1o be able to place the best teachers in the neediest
schoels; the option to create new charter schools, even within States that have
reached their State charter school cap; and private school scholarships for students
~inthe lowest-performing schools. v : =
“h) Require school districts to use their entire allocation of federal funding for .
tutoring or public school choice or roll it over to.the next year, instead of allowing
those funds to revert back to the school district. C o '
i) Hasten the delivery of test scores (o parents so they can make more informed
- decisions about choosing a public school or wtoring. - 0
i) Provide resources for School Improvement Grants to support real school reform.
k) Match existing state tax credits some States have established for corporate '
donations to scholarship funds. (This proposal is pending as a-part of tax
_ discussions.) ST B - o
) CEA urges that reimbursing parents for their time spent transporting children to
*analternative school be explored as a way to-encourage more use of the school
“choice option in poorly performing schools. S B

Privaie School Choice

NCLB has.created-an accountability and assessment system that now allows us to know

which schools aré chronically underperforming. We have a strong argument to make that
“students trapped in these schools deserve the opportunity to attend a different school of

their choice.” After starting at a higher number in ED’s initial budget request, ED and

N




OMB have agreed to $300 million m funding forschél'ar:éhijps at Qut‘=of—distri<ﬁt public,
~private, or religious schools. This would allow $3,000 scholarships for 200,000 students
“across the country, which is approximately 1 2% of the eligible low-income students.in

restructuring schools. (This $3,000 scholarship includes the approximately $1,500
existing Title I per-pupil allocation that woulld flow with the child.) Both ED and DPC_
" are committed to including a robust choice ﬁ,roghm in the reauthorization proposal.

But there will ultimately be a strategic choice to make on whether you will demand that

~ any reauthorization proposal must contain a private school choice experiment.’ Given the

_new landscape in Congress, ED and OLA believe if will be extremely difficultto get any

~private school choice proposal passed, since Republicans are not united onthis issue and -
‘we do not have the votes for it to pass. DPC believes that reauthorization is far more

- likely to gain support from skeptical conservatives if it takes a stand on choice. But

every veto-level requirement creates a hi gher risk of not getting a reauthorization bill
passed during the last two years of your Administration. Eventually youmay need 1o

decide whether to threaten to veto any measure that fails-to expand school choice options
~ for parents and students. ' : B IR I '
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| Presrdent Bush Marks Fifth Annlversary of No Chlld Left Behmd

¢ THEWHITEHOUSE - . - SRR : ' : o wmm HERE TD pmm

"ut:or Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
“January 8, 2007.

: The Oval Office

B Fact Sheet: The No Chlld Left Behlnd Act Flve Years of Results

for America's Children: EVIER Muttimedia
g ([EnEspanol |
. “ Preeident‘s Remarks
1:56 P.M. EST j ﬂ view

“THE PRESIDENT: Laura and I want to thank Senator Kennedy and Congressman George Millerand
- Congressman McKeon and Senator Enzi for joining us as we celebrate the fifth anniversary of No Chlld Left

Behind and- dISCUSS our strategy to reauthorize this rmportant plece of: |eg|slat|on

~lwantto thank the members for j joining us. | am proud of thrs piece of Ieglslatlon I think'it's made an enormous

. . >N

- a piece of legislation done. We showed in the past that we can work
: together to get posmve results, and I'm confident we can do so agaln

| Agaln l appremate the: wrsdom and the vision of the members who

‘public schools and the children in our public schools, and I'm-looking -

difference, partlcularly in the lives of some of our poorer students. This country needs: to get it right when it comes

‘to public education, and the bill that | was honored to sign |s an lmportant first step toward makmg sure every
Chlld gets a ‘good educatron in America. _ :

And in our discussions today, we've all agreed to work together'to |
address some of the major concerns that some people have on this
'pieceof legislation, without-weakening the essence of the bill, and-get

are here. | thank you for your steadfast and strong support for our -

forward to working wrth you to reauthorize No Child Left Behrnd

-

Thank.you all very much.

END 1:58 .M. EST -

Return to this artrcle at:
http [IWWW. whltehouse qov/news/releases/2007/01/200701 08 5 html
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“THE WHITE

: MEETING WITH BICAMERAL AND

BIPARTISAN MEMBERS OF

CONGRESS ON THE FIFTH
ANNIVERSA‘R'Y OF NCLB

. NCLB is makmg a dlfferencel
~ and raising student
achievement for millions of
children in schools - -
nationwide.

e Testscores are up.
~Achievement gaps have
significantly narrowed.
Funding for elementary and
- secondary education over
40% higher in 2007 than in
2001.

e Committed to reau’thbrizi’ng
NCLB this year and building
- On our progress.

o Can make commonsense

changes to the law, increase
~flexibility and help strugghng
~ schools improve. -
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- For Immedlate Release i
Offlce of the Press Secretary

January 23, 2007 »

PreSIdent Bush Dellvers State of the Unlon Address ’
United States Capitol =~ . ]
Washlngton D.C. v o

E State of the Unlon 2007 o
l 2007 State of the Union Policy Initiatives

ZH Video (Real)
) Vrdeo (Windows)
PreS|dent|al Remarks

) 913PM EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much And tonlght I have a hlgh privilege
and distinct honor of my own -- as the first President to begin the State of the -
Umon message with- these words Madam Speaker. (Applause ). fél En ESpanO|

. ‘ln his day, the late Congressman Thomas D'Alesandro Jr. from Baltlmore Maryland saw Pre3|dents Roosevelt
and Truman at this rostrum. But nothing could compare with the sight of his only daughter, Nancy, presiding =
'tomght as Speaker of the House of Representatlves (Applause ) Congratulatlons Madam Speaker (Applause )

(

we pray for the‘recovery and speedy return of Senator Tim Johnson
~.and Congressman Charhe Norwood. (Applause. ) :

R Madam Speaker V|ce PreS|dent Cheney, members of Congress
d|stmgU|shed guests and fellow cntlzens

: The rite of custom bnngs us together ata deflnlng hour -- when

~ decisions are hard and courage is needed. We enter the year 2007

with large endeavors underway, and others that are ours to begin. In

" all of this, much is asked of us. We must have the will to face difficult’
,challenges and determlned enemies -- and the wisdom to face them together. .

)

, Some in thls chamber are new to the House and the Senate -- and | congratulate the Democrat majorlty ‘
’(Applause ) Congress has changed, but not our responsibilities. Each of us is guided by our own convictions --
and to these we must stay faithful. Yet we're all held to the same standards, and called-to serve the same good
purposes: To extend this nation's prosperity; to spend the people's money wisely; to solve problems, not leave

~ them-to future generations; to guard Amerlca agamst all evil; and to keep faith with those we have sent forth to
defend us. (Applause ) : AR

We're not the t"rst to come here with a government divided and uncertalnty in the air. lee many before us, we can
work through our differences, and achieve big things for the American people. Our citizens don't much care which
side of the aisle we sit on -- as long as we're willing to cross that aisle when there is work to be done. (Applause.)
Our job is to make life better for our fellow Americans, and to help them to build a future of hope and opportunlty -
- and this is the business before us tonlght ‘ . .

A future of hope and opportunlty begins with a growing economy -- and that i is what we have We re now in the
41st month-of uninterrupted job growth, in a recovery that has created 7.2 million new jobs -- so far.
Unemployment is low, inflation is low, and wages are rising. This economy is on the move, and ourjob is to keep

|t that way, not wnth more-government, but with more enterprlse (Applause.) :

Next week, I' Ildel|ver a full.report on the state of our economy‘. Tonight, 1 want to discuss three economic reforms '

'

 http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/01/print/20070123-2.html 5292008



- gap

. to over 13,000 and totaled nearly $18 billion. Even worse, over 90 -

- -didn't sign them into law. Yet, they're treated as if they have the force %
" of law. The time has come to end this practice. So let us work :

~even higher by g|V|ng local leaders flexibility to turn around failing

- children are prepared for the jobs of the future and our country is

A fut_ure of hope and opportunity requires that all our citizens have

- health insurance policy. .

- afford their own insurance. First, | propose a standard tax deduction

President Bush Delivers State of the Union Address _ R v - Page2of8

that deserve to be prlontles for this Congress. -

'Flrst we must balance the federal budget (Applause ) We can do so without raising taxes. (Applause )What we
need to do is impose spending discipline in Washington, D.C. We set a goal of cutting the deficit in half by 2009,

~ and met that goal three years ahead of schedule. (Applause.) Now let us take the next step.-In the coming weeks,

| will submit a budget that eliminates the federal deficit within the next five years. (Applause.) | ask you to make

N the same commitment. Together, we can restrain the spendlng appetite of the federal government, and we can
_ balance the federal budget. (Applause.) ’

' Next, there is the matter of earmarks. These special interest items
are often slipped into bills at the last hour =- when not even C-SPAN
is watching. (Laughter.) In 2005 alone, the number of earmarks grew

~percent of earmarks never make it to the floor of the House and
Senate -- they are dropped into commlttee reports that are not even

together to reform the budget process, expose every earmark to the
light of day and to a vote in Congress, and cut the number and cost of 3
earmarks at Ieast in half by the end of th|s session. (Applause.) - -

~ And, finally, to keep this economy strong we must take on the challenge of entitlements. Social Security and

‘Medicare and Medicaid are commitments of conscience, and so it is our duty to keep them permanently sound. :

/Yet we're failing in that duty. And this failure will one day leave our children with three bad options: huge tax

increases, huge deficits, or huge and immediate cuts in benefits. Everyone in this chamber knows this to be true -
- yet somehow we have not found it in ourselves to act. So let us work together and do it now. With ‘enough good
sense and gOOdWl|| you and | can fix Medicare and Medicaid -- and save Social Security. (Applause ) 2

Spreadlng opportunlty -and hope in America also requires public schools that give chlldren the knowledge and
character they need in life. Five years ago, we rose above partisan differences to pass the No Child Left Behind -
Act, preserving local control, raising standards, and holding those schools accountable for results.‘And because -
we acted, students are performmg better in reading and math, and minority students are closmg the achievement

Now the task is to build on the success, without watering down
standards, without taking control from local communities, and without
backsliding and calllng it reform. We can lift student achievement

* schools, and by giving families with children stuck in failing schools
the right to choose someplace better. (Applause.) We must increase
funds for students who struggle -- and make sure these children get -
the special help they need. (Applause.) And we can make sure our

more competitive by strengthening math and science skills. The No .
Child Left Behind Act has worked for America's children -- and | ask
Congress to reauthorize this good law. (Applause.)

affordable and available health care. (Applause.) When it comes to
health-care, government has an obligation to care for the elderly, the
disabled, and poor children. And we will meet those responsibilities.
For all other Americans, private health insurance is the best way to
meet their needs. (Applause ) But many Americans cannot afford a

. And SO tonrght, | propose two new initiatives to help more Americans

for health insurance that will be like the standard tax deduction for .

: htt_p:v/_/www.whitehouSe. gov/news/releases/2007/01/print/200701 23-2.htm1v ' 5/29/2008
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o dependents Families with health insurance W|ll pay no income on ,

payroll tax -- or payroll taxes on $15,000 of their income. Single Americans with health insurance will pay no
income or payroll taxes on $7,500 of their income. With this reform, more than 100 million men, women, and
children who are now covered by employer-provided insurance will benefit from lower tax bills. At the same time,
this reform will level the playlng field for those who do not get health insurance through their job. For Americans
who now purchase health insurance on their own, this proposal would mean a substantial tax savings -- $4,500

"~ for a family of four making $60,000 a year. And for the millions of other Americans who have no health insurance
at all, this deduction would help put a basic private health insurance plan within their reach. Changing the tax:
code is a vital and necessary step to making health care affordable for more Americans. (Applause.)

h

' My second 'prioposal is to help the states that are coming up with
innovative ways to cover-the uninsured. States that make basic
private health insurance available to all their citizens should receive
federal funds to help them provide this coverage to the poor and the
sick. | have asked the Secretary of Health and Human Services to
work with Congress to take existing federal funds and use them to
create "Affordable Choices" grants. These grants would give our
nation's governors more money and more flexibility to get private
health insurance to those most in need.

~ There are many other ways that Congress can help. We need to
“expand Health Savings Accounts. (Applause.) We need to help small busrnesses through Association Health
‘Plans. (Applause.) We need to reduce costs and medical errors with better information technology. (Applause.):
We will encourage price transparency. And to protect good doctors from junk lawsuits, we passing medical liability
reform. (Applause.) In all we do, we must remember that the best health-care decisions are made not by
: government and insurance companies, but by patients and their doctors. (Applause )

Extendmg hope and opportunity in our country requires an immigration system worthy of America -- with laws that -

are fair and borders that are secure. When laws and borders are routinely violated, this harms the interests of our

~country. To.secure our border, we're doubling the size of the Border Patrol, and fundlng new mfrastructure and
technology. .

Yet even with all these steps we cannot fully secure the border unless we take pressure off the border -- and that
requires a temporary worker program. We should establish a legal and orderly path for foreign workers to enter
our country to work on a temporary basis. As a result, they won't have to try to sneak in, and that will leave Border
Agents free to chase down drug smugglers and criminals and terrorists. (Applause.) We Il enforce our immigration
laws at the work site and give employers the tools to verlfy the Iegal status of the|r workers o) there $ NO excuse
left for V|olat|ng the law. (Applause.) |

We need to uphold the great tradition of the melting pot that
welcomes and assimilates new arrivals. (Applause.) We need to
resolve the status of the illegal immigrants who are already in our
country without animosity and without amnesty. (Applause.)
Convictions run deep in this Capitol when it comes to immigration. Let
us have a serious, civil, and conclusive debate, so that you can pass,
and | can sign, comprehenswe |mm|grat|on reform into Iaw
(Applause )

Extending hope and opportunity depends on a stable supply of
energy that keeps America's economy running and America's -
environment clean. For too Iong our nation has been dependent on forergn oil. And this dependence Ieaves us
more vulnerable to hostile regimes, and to terrorists -- who could cause huge dlsruptlons of -oil shlpments and
raise the pnce of 0|I and do great harm to our. economy. . :

It's in our vntal interest to diversify America' s energy supply -- the way forward is through technology We must -
continue changing the way America generates electric power, by even greater use of clean coal technology, solar -
and wind energy, and clean, safe nuclear power. (Applause.) We need to press on with battery research for plug-
in and hybrid vehicles, and expand the use of clean diesel vehicles and biodiesel fuel. (Applause. ) We must
contmue investing in new methods of producing ethanol -- (applause) -- using everything from wood chlps to
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grasses to agricultural wastes

We made alot of progress thanks to good policies here i in Washmgton and the strong response of the market

" And now even more dramatic advances are within reach. Tonight, | ask Congress to join me in pursuing a great.
goal. Let us build on the work we've done and reduce gasoline usage in the United States by 20 percent in the
next 10 years. (Applause.) When we do that we will have cut our total imports by the equrvalent of three- quarters
of all the oil we now. import from the Middle East. :

'.(,

To reach this goal, we must increase the supply of alternative fuels,

by setting'a mandatory fuels standard to require 35 billion gallons of‘

‘ renewable and alternative fuels in 2017 -- and that is nearly five times

the current target. (Applause.) At the same time, we need to reform

and modernize fuel economy standards for cars the way we-did for

~ light trucks -- and conserve up to 8.5 billion more gaIIons of gasoline
by 2017 ‘ ! : .

Achieving these ambitious goals will dramatically reduce-our
dependence on foreign oil, but it's not going to eliminate it. And so as
we continue to diversify our fuel supply, we must step up domestic oil
* production in environmentally sensitive ways. (Applause. )And to
further protect America against severe disruptions to our oil supply, |
ask Congress to double the current capacity of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. (Applause.) ’

America is on the verge of technological breakthroughs that will enable us to live our lives less dependent on oil.
And these technologies will help us be better stewards of the environment; and they will help us to confront the
serious chaIIenge of global climate change. (Applause.) .

A future of hope and opportunity requires a fair, impartial system of justice. The lives of.our citizens across our
nation are affected by the outcome of cases pending in our federal courts. We have a shared obligation to ensure
that the-federal courts have enough judges to hear those cases and deliver timely rulings. As President, | have a
duty to nominate qualified men and women to'vacancies on the federal bench. And the United States Senate has -
a duty, as'well, to give those nominees a fair hearing, and a prompt up- or-down vote onthe Senate roor -
(Applause. )

For all of us in this room, there is no higher responsibility than to protect the people of this country from danger.
Five years have come and gone since we saw the scenes and felt the sorrow that the terrorists can cause. We've .
had time to take stock of our situation. We've added many critical protections to guard the homeland. We know -
with certainty that the horrors of that September morning were just a glimpse of what the terronsts mtend for us --
4'un|ess we stop them.

. With the distance of time, we find ourselves debating the causes of
- conflict and the course we have followed. Such debates are essential
when a great democracy faces great questions. Yet one question has
surely-been settled: that to win the war on terror we must take the
fight to the enemy. (Applause.) :

From the start, America and our allies have protected our people by
staying on the offense. The enemy knows that the days of
‘comfortable sanctuary, easy movement, steady financing, and free
flowing communications are long over. For the terrorists, life since
9/11 has never been the same.

\

Our success in this war is often measured by the things that did not
happen. We cannot know the full extent of the attacks that we and
our allies have prevented, but here is some of what we do know: We
stopped an al Qaeda plot to fly a hijacked airplane into the tallest
burlding on the West Coast. We broke up a Southeast Asian terror

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/01/print/20070123-2html ~~ 5/29/2008
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ceII groommg operatlves for attacks inside the United States. We
uncovered an al Qaeda cell developing anthrax to be used in attacks against America. And just last August
British authorities uncovered a plot to blow up passenger planes bound for America over the Atlantic Ocean. For .
each life saved, we owe a debt of gratitude to the brave publlc servants who devote their lives to flndmg the
: terrorrsts and stopping them. (Applause.) . , AP

N
Every success’ agalnst the terrorlsts is a reminder of the shoreless ambitions of this enemy. The evrl that msplred
»and re;orced in 9/11 is still at work in the world. And so long as that's the case, America is still a nation at war. -

In the mlnd of the terrorist, this war began well before September the 11th, and will not end until the|r radical

vision is fulfilled. And these past five years have given us a much clearer view of the nature of this enemy. Al -

© Qaeda and its followers are Sunni extremists, possessed by hatred and commanded by a harsh-and narrow,
ideology. Take almost any principle of civilization, and their goal is the opposite. They preach with threats lnstruct

with bullets and bombs, and promlse paradlse for the murder of the innocent. ,

Our enemies are quite explicit about their intentions. They want to overthrow moderate governments, and
establish safe havens from which to plan and carry out new attacks on our country. By killing and terrorizing
Americans, they want to force our country to retreat from the world and abandon the cause of liberty. They would
then be free to impose their will and spread their totalitarian ideology. Listen to this warning from the late terrorist
Zargawi: "We will sacrifice our blood and bodies to put an end to your dreams, and what is coming is even
worse." Osama bin Laden declared: "Death is better than living on this Earth with the unbelievers among us."

' These men are not given to idle words, and they are just one camp-in
the Islamist radical movement. In recent times, it has also become
clear that we face an escalating danger from Shia extremists who are
just as hostile to America, and are also determined to dominate the
Middle East. Many are known to take direction from the regime in
Iran, which is funding and arming terrorists like Hezbollah -- a group
~second only to al Qaeda in the Amierican lives it has taken.

The Shia and Sunni extremists are different faces of the-same
totalitarian threat. Whatever slogans they chant, when they slaughter
the innocent they have the same wicked purposes. They want to kill L&
Americans, kill democracy in the Middle East, and gain the weapons
to kill.on an even more horrific scale..

In the srxth year since our nation was attacked | wish'l could report to you that the dangers had ended. They .

have not. And so it remains the policy of this government to use every lawful and proper tool of mtellrgence

- diplomacy, law enforcement, and military action to do our duty, to find these enemres and to protect the’American
people (Applause ) . .

This war is more than a clash of arms -- it is a decisive |deoIog|caI struggle, and the securlty of our natlon isiin the \
balance. To prevail, we must remove the conditions that inspire blind hatred, and drove 19 men to get onto ‘
airplanes and to come and kill us. What every terrorist fears most is human freedom .

-- societies where men and women 'make their own choices, answer to the|r own consmence "and live by their~
hopes instead of their resentments. Free people are not drawn to violent and malignant ideologies -- and most will
choose a better way when they're given a chance. So we advance. our own security interests by helping
‘moderates and reformers and brave voices for democracy. The great question of our day is whether America will
help men and women in'the Middle East to build free societies and share in the rights of all humanity. And | say,
-for the sake of our own securlty, we must. (Applause ) v

In the last two years, we've seen the desire for Ilberty in.the broader Middle East -- and we have been sobered by
the enemy's fierce reaction. In 2005, the world watched as the citizens of Lebanon raised the banner of the Cedar
Revolution, they drove out the Syrian occupiers and chose new leaders in free elections. In 2005, the people of |
Afghanistan defied the terrorists and elected a democratic legislature. And in 2005, the Iraqi people held three
national elections, choosing a transitional government, adopting the most progressive, democratic constitution in »
the Arab world, and then electing a government under that constitution. Despite endless threats from the killers in .

v
/
/
/

Az
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"therr mldst nearly 12 million Iraqr crtlzens came out to vote in a show of hope and sohdarrty that we. should never
»forget (Applause ) N L ‘ SN

A thrnklng enemy watched all of these scenes adJusted their tactics,
“and in 2006 they struck back. In Lebanon, assassins took the life of
Pierre Gemayel, a prominent participant in the Cedar Revolution.
“Hezbollah terrorists, with support from Syria and Iran, sowed conflict
in the region-and are seeking to undermine Lebanon's legitimately
elected government. In Afghanistan, Taliban and al Qaeda fighters

 tried to regain power by regrouping and engaging Afghan and NATO - d
forces. In Iraq, al Qaeda and other Sunni extremists blew up one of
the most sacred places in Shia Islam -- the Golden Mosque of
Samarra. This atrocity, directed at a Muslim house of prayer, was
designed to provoke retaliation from Iraqi Shia -- and it succeeded.
Radical Shia elements, some of whom receive support from Iran, ' T

' formed death squads The result was a traglc escalatlon of sectarian rage and reprlsal that continues to this day.

Th|s is not the frght we entered in Iraq, but it is the fight we're in. Every one of us wrshes this war were over and
~won. Yet it would not be like us to leave our promises unkept, our friends abandoned, and our own security at
risk. (Applause.) Ladies and gentlemen: On this day, at this hour, it is still within our power to shape the outcome
of this battle Let us find our resolve, and turn events toward vrctory (Applause.) . R

We re carryrng out a new strategy in Iraq -- a plan that demands more from Iraq's elected government and grves
~our forces in Iraq the reinforcements they need to complete their mission. Our goal is a'democratic Iraq that
E upholds the rule of law, respects the rights of its people, provides them security, and is an ally in the war on terror.

In order to make progress toward this goal, the Iraqi government must stop the sectarian violence in'its capital. .

- ‘But the Iraqis are not yet ready to do this on their own. So we're deploying rernforcements of more than 20,000

. additional soldiers and Marines to Irag. The vast majority will go to Baghdad, where they will help Iraqi forces to
clear and secure neighborhoods, and serve as advisers embedded. in Iragi Army units. With Iragis in the lead, our
forces will help secure the city by chasing down the terrorists, insurgents, and the roaming death squads. And in .
Anbar. Province, where al Qaeda terrorists have gathered and local forces have begun showing a willingness to.
fight- them we're sending an additional 4,000 United States Marines, with orders to find the terrorists and clear

- them out. (Applause ) We didn't drive al Qaeda out of their safe haven in Afghamstan only to let them setupa’
new safe haven in afree Iraq. , v :

g The people of Iraq want to live in peace, and now it's time for their government to act. Iraqg's leaders know that our
-~ commitment-is not open-ended. They have promised to deploy more of their own troops to secure Baghdad ---and

“they must do so. They pledged that they will-confront violent radicals of any faction or political party -- and they .
need to follow through, and lift needless restrictions on Iraqi and coalition forces, so these troops can achieve -

* their mission of bringing security to all of the people of Baghdad. Iraq's leaders have committed themselvestoa - -
series of benchmarks -- to achieve reconciliation, to share oil revenues among all of Iraq s citizens, to put-the -
wealth of Iraq into the rebuilding of Iraq, to allow more Iragis to re-enter their nation's civic life, to hold local ~
“elections, and to take responsibility for security in every Iraqgi province. But for all of this to happen, Baghdad must

, be secure. And our plan will help the Iraqi government take back its capital and make good on its commltments

My fellow crtrzens our military commanders and I have carefuIIy welghed the optlons We d|scussed every

" possrble approach In the end, | chose this course of action because it provides the best chance for success.

B Many in this chamber understand that America must not fail in Iraq, because you understand that the -
consequences of failure would be grievous and far-reaching. o : -

If Amerrcan forces step back before Baghdad is secure, the Iraqi government would be overrun by extremists on

all sides. We could expect an epic battle between Shia extremists backed by Iran, and Sunni extremists aided by -

- al Qaeda and supporters of the old regime. A contagion of violence could spill out across the country -—andin
time, the entire region could be drawn into the conflict. :

‘ For America, this is a nightmare scenario. For the enemy, thls is the objective. Chaos is the greatest ally ---their
greatest ally in this struggle. And out of chaos in Iraq would emerge an emboldened enemy with new safe havens
new recruits, new resources, -and an even greater determination to harm. America. To allow this to happen would

http‘:’//www.whitehous'c.go_v/news/releases/2007/01/print/20070123-2.htm1 R 5/29/2008



~"President Bush Delivers State of the Union Address o ‘ o  Page 7 0of 8

be to ignore the: Iessons of September the 11th and invite tragedy ‘Ladies and gentlemen, nothlng is more ,
important at this moment in our history than for America to succeed in the Mlddle East, to succeed in Iraq and to N
: spare the Amencan people from this danger. (Applause ) o

This”is where matters'stand tonight, in the here and now. | have spOken with many of you in person. | respect you
‘and the arguments you've made. We went into this largely united, in our assumptions and in our convictions. And
whatever you voted for, you did not vote for failure. Our country is pursuing a new strategy in Iraq, and | ask you ‘
to glve it a chance to work And | ask you to support our troops in the fleld and those on the|r way. (Applause )

The war on terror we fight today is.a generatronal struggle that will contlnue long after you and I have turned our
-duties.over to others. And that's why it's |mportant to work together so our nation can see this great effort through.
Both parties and both branches should work in close consultation. It's why | propose to establish a special
~“advisory council on the war on terror, made up of leaders in Congress from both political parties. We will share
ideas for how to position-America to meet every challenge that confronts us. We'll show our enemles abroad that
© we are united i ln the goal of vuctory :

And one of the first steps we can take together is to add to the ranks of our mlhtary SO that the Amencan Armed
" Forces are ready for all the challenges ahead. (Applause ) Tomght | ask the Congress to authorize an increase in
the size of our active Army and Marine Corps by 92,000 in the next five years. (Applause.) A second task we can
take on together is to design and establish a volunteer Civilian Reserve Corps. Such a corps would function much
like our military reserve. It would ease the burden on the Armed Forces by allowing us to hire civilians with critical
skills to serve on missions abroad when America needs them. It would give people across Amerlca who do not.
- wear the unlform a chance to serve in the defmmg struggle of our time. = .

: Amerlcans can have conﬁdence in the outcome of this struggle because we're not in thls struggle alone We have
a diplomatic strategy that is rallying the world to join in the fight against extremism. In Iraq, multinational forces -
are operating under a mandate from the United Nations. We're working with Jordan and Saud| Arabla and Egypt G
and the Gulf States to increase support for Iraq s government. : :

The Umted Natrons has Imposed sanctlons on Iran and made it clear that the world will not allow the reglme in

Tehran to acquire nuclear weapons. (Applause.) With the other members of the Quartet -- the U.N,, the European .

. "Union, and Russia -- we're pursuing diplomacy to help bring peace to the Holy Land, and pursuing the
establishment of a democratic Palestinian state living side-by-side with Israel in peace and security. (Applause. )
" In Afghanistan, NATO has taken the lead in turning back the Taliban and al Qaeda offensive - the first time the

Alliance has deployed forces outside the North Atlantic area. Together with our partners in China, Japan; Russia,
and-South Korea, we're pursumg intensive dnplomacy to achieve a Korean Penlnsula free of nuclear weapons
(Applause ) :

‘We wnll contlnue to speak out for the cause of freedom in places llke Cuba Belarus, and Burma -- and contmue to
awaken the consmence of the world to save the people of Darfur (Applause.)

- Amencan forelgn pollcy is more than a matter of war and dlplomacy Our work in the world is also based on a
timeless truth: To whom much is given, much is required. We hear the call to take on the challenges of hunger
and poverty and disease -- and that is precisely what America is doing. We must continue to fight HIV/AIDS,
especially on the continent of Africa. (Applause.) Because you funded our Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the
" number of people receiving life-saving drugs has grown from 50,000 to more than 800,000 in three short years I
ask you to continue funding our efforts to fight HIV/AIDS. | ask you to prowde $1.2 billion over five years sowe.
can combat malana in 15 Afncan countries. (Applause.) . .

l ask that you fund the Mlllennlum Challenge Account so that American aid reaches the people who need it, in -
nations where democracy is on the rise and corruption is in retreat. And let us continue to support the expanded

5 »trade and debt relief that are the best hope for lifting lives and ellmlnatlng poverty (Applause. )

AWhen Amenca serves others in this way, we show the. strength and generosnty of our country These deeds reflect
the character of our people. The greatest strength we have is the heroic kindness, courage, and self-sacrifice of
‘the American people You see this spirit often if you know where to Iook -- and tonight. we need only look above to
- the gallery ,
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D|kembe Mutombo grew upin Afrrca amld great poverty and disease. He came to Georgetown UnlverS|ty ona
scholarshlp to study medicine -- but Coach John Thompson got a look at Dikembe and had a different idea.
 (Laughter.) Dikembe became a star in the NBA, and a citizen of the United States. But he never forgot the land of
his birth; or the duty to share his blessings with others. He built a brand new hospital in his old hometown. A friend
has said of this good -hearted man: "Mutombo believes that God has given him this opportunity to do great
thmgs " And we are proud to call thrs son of the Congo a. cntlzen of the United States of Amerlca (Applause )

After her daughter was born, Julie Algner-CIark searched for ways to share her love of music and art with her

child. So she borrowed some equipment, and began filming children’s videos in her basement. The Baby Einstein _' :
- Company was born, and in just five years her business grew to more than $20 million in sales. In November 2001, -

Julie sold Baby Einstein to the Walt Disney Company, and with her help Baby Einstein has growninto a $200 .
- million business. Julie represents the great enterprising spirit of America. And she is using her success to- help
. others -- producing child safety videos with John Walsh of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.
Julie says of her new project: "l believe it's the most important thing that | have ever done. | believe that children
~have the right to live in a world that is safe.” And so tonight, we are pleased to welcome this talented business

- entrepreneur and generous social entrepreneur -- Julie Aigner=Clark. (Applause )

~ Three weeks ago, Wesley Autrey was waiting at a Harlem subway statlon W|th his two little glrls when he saw a
man fall into the path of a train. With seconds to act, Wesley jumped onto the tracks, pulled the man into the
space between the rails, and held him as the train passed right above their heads. He insists he's not a hero. He
says: "We got guys and girls overseas dying for us to have our.freedoms. We have got to show each other some
love." There is something wonderful about a country that produces a brave and humble man hke Wesley Autrey
(Applause. ) ‘ . t

Tommy Rieman was a teenager pumping gas in Independence Kentucky, when he enlisted in the United States
Army. In December 2003, he was on a reconnaissance mission in Iraq when his team came under heavy enemy
fire. From his Humvee, Sergeant Rieman returned fire; he used his body as a shield to protect his gunner. He was
shot in the chest and arm, and received shrapnel wounds to his legs -- yet he refused medical attention, and ’
stayed in the fight. He helped to repel a second attack, firing grenades at the enemy's position. For his
exceptional courage, Sergeant Rieman was awarded the Silver Star. And like so many other Americans who have
volunteered to defend us, he has earned the respect-and the gratltude of our entire country. (Applause.)

In such courage and compassion, ladies and gentlemen, we see the spirit and character of America -- and these
qualities are not in short supply. This is a decent and honorable country -- and resilient, too. We've been through
a lot'together, We've met challenges and faced dangers, and we know that more lie ahead. Yet we can go -
forward with confidence -- because the State of our Union is strong, our cause in the world is right, and tomght
that cause goes on. God bless. (Applause.) v

See you next year. Thank you for your prayers.

END 10:02 P.M. EST

Return to this article at:
» http /lwww .whitehouse. gov/news/releases/2007/01/20070123 -2.html
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Buﬂdmg On Results A Blueprmt For Strengthemng NCLB

2007 State of the Union Pollcv Initiatives
In. Focus Educatlon

~ Tonight, President Bush Will Discuss His Priorities For The Reauthorization Of The No Child Left Behind

Act (NCLB), In 2001, President Bush worked with Republicans and Democrats to pass NCLB with overwhelming

support; and he was proud to sign it into law in 2002. President Bush is committed to reauthorizing NCLB this

* year and building on the good progress that has been made.  Strengthening and reauthorizing NCLB is critical - if
we. were to lower standards and roll back accountablllty now, we would be leaving chlldren to the former status

quo | that falled them for decades

e NCLB Is Ralsmg Student Achievement For Millions Of Chlldren In Schools Natnonwude Because of .

NCLB, every State and the District of Columbia now hold schools accountable for results by testing every -
child and evaluating students by student group. ‘Minority students are closing the achievement gap, and
student achievement is rising — more reading progress was made by 9-year-olds in five years than in the-

~_previous 28 years combined, and readlng and math scores for 9-year-olds and fourth -graders have
reached all-time highs. ' !

e Rea‘uthorizatiOn Offers An Opportunity To Make Some Common-Sense Changes To Strengthen
“NCLB And Increase Flexibility, But We Must Preserve NCLB's Core Principles:
o All students must be able to read and do math at grade level or above by 2014. ]
o We must have higher expectations and demand greater accountability in order to lmprove the

‘academic achievement of every student and to close the achlevement gap usmg annual
assessments and disaggregated data.

o ‘We must have effective teachers in core academic subjects in every classroom

o ‘We must provide tlmely information and real options — including intensive tutorlng and ch0|ce for .
children in consistently underperforming schools — for all parents with children in failing schools so
they can make the best decisions for thelr chlldren '

e The Presndent's Proposals To Strengthen NCLB Further The Goals Of His American .
Competltlveness Initiative. Math and science skills are critical for success in college and the workplace
Our students must be equipped wrth the knowledge and skills to compete in the global economy.

(

_ We Must Strenqthen NCLB To Increase Flexibility-And Help Struqqllnq Schools Improve

1. We Must Encourage H|gher Academic Standards And Further Increase The Quallty Of Avallable
~ Information On Student Performance

K We Will Maintain Annual Academlc Assessments And Accountablllty States must continue to report
student assessment results to parents and hold schools accountable for improving the performance of all -

- students. The disaggregation of achievement results and required 95 percent partlmpatlon rate must
contmue to ensure that schools cannot hlde failure to teach every child.

'3 -We Will 'Promote High State Academic,Standards. To support greater transparency, we will require
States to report the proficiency rates of both State and National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) tests on the same public report card. Further, the Education Department will support cross-State
comparisons by providing a platform for States and the general public to analyze and compare standards
across the Nation.

http://WWW.whitehouse.gov/stateoftheunion/2007_/initiatives/print/education.html - 5/29/2008
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2. We Must Strengthen Our Public Schools With Incentives For School Reform And Empower Parents
. With Optlons For Students To Receive After-School Tutormg And Attend ngher-Performmg Schools.

o We Will Target Resources To Help Strugglmg Schools Improve With School Improvement Grants.

School Improvement Grants will support implementation of schools' restructuring plans and will support

- States' efforts to closely monitor and review those plans for each restructured school and to provide -
“technical assistance to turn around low-performing schools.

We Will Give States And Districts More Tools And Flexibility To Turn Struggling Schools Around.
To make the accountability provisions of NCLB more meaningful, States will have more flexibility to

- precisely focus their technical assistance and interventions and direct resources to schools identified for -

improvement, correctlve action, or restructuring.

, ~ We Will Strengthen School Restructuring. Schools subject to restructuring for chronic ,
- underperformance. will be required either to make substantial changes in staff or to reconstltute the schools'
~ governance structure. - :

. We will Requrre Persistently Underperforming Schools To Offer "Promise Scholarships " These
, scholarsh|ps will enable low-income students to transfer to private schools or out-of-district publrc schools;
- or rece|ve intensive tutoring.- Federal funds will foIIow the students to their new schools. -

, We Will Offer Competitive Grants Through The "Opportunity Scholarships Program" To Help-

Communities Expand School Choice Options For Low-Income Parents And Students. Similar to the

- Washington, D.C., choice program that the Federal government has funded since 2004, families-would be
able to send their chlldren to a private school through a locally de3|gned scholarship program They could
- also seek intensive tutoring. - . s

We Will Increase The Availability Of High-Quality Charter Schools, Wh'ich Provide Important

Options For Parents. Charters will also have a greater degree of flexibility to use their grants i in executing
planning and startup activities. : .

. We W|II’ Expand Access To Tutoring. We will ensure that districts n‘otify parents Whose children are

eligible for tutoring and require school districts to make full use of the Federal funds set aside for tutorlng
and other school choice actlvmes :

We Will »Help Parents Get The Information They Need In Time To Make Informed Decisions About

Their-Children's School Choice Options. We will strengthen enforcement - mechanisms to ensure

parents receive proper and timely notice of their tutoring and choice options, and school districts WI|| be

~ allowed to use Federal funds to conduct high-quality parent outreach campaigns.

3 We Must Help Teachers Close The Achievement Gap Through Incentives For Effectlve Teachers And
Research Based Instructlonal Tools. , ‘ : .

° We W|II Expand The Teacher Incentive Fund The Teacher Incentive Fund supports State and local
.efforts to reward teachers who raise student achlevement and work in needy schools. . .

e We W|II Retain The Successful Reading First Program And Expand The Strlvmg Readers Program oo

To Ensure Students Have The Literacy Skills They Need To Make Academic Progress Reading First

"_is the largest, most focused, and most successful early reading initiative ever undertaken in this country. -

To date, more than 5,600 schools in 1,600 districts nationwide have participated in this program The
Striving Readers Program funds targeted, intensive intervention and quality literacy instruction in school

: (currlcula for grades 6-12.

4. We Must Incorporate The Educatlon Components Of The American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI)
Into NCLB, Thereby Raising The Rigor Of Our Nation's High- Schools And Ensurmg That Our Students Are
Prepared For Success In The Competltlve Global Economy. .

S~
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. We W|II Strengthen The Teaching Of Math In Elementary And Middle Schools By Implementmg The

Math Now Program Based On The Recommendations Of The National Math Panel, Both Key

~Components Of The ACI. This program will provide resources to help teachers use scientifically proven

practices, including those soon to be recommended by the National Math Panel, so that students enter
high school ready to take advanced coursework. -

We Will Increase Academic Rigor, As Outlined In The ACI, By Training More Teachers And Making
Rigorous'Adyanced Placement Classes Available To More Low-Income Students.

Academiic Competitiveness Grants Will Be Used To Provide Further Incentives For Students To' .

Complete A Rigorous High School Program Of Study. The program provides additional grant aid to
low-income first- and second-year college students who complete a rigorous program of study in high
school. o . NG

: We Will Encourage Talented Professionals, Especially In The Fields Of Math And Science,tTo Share

Their Expertise In The Classroom Through The Adjunct Teacher Corps Proposed In ACI.

_Competitive grants will be provided for school districts to engage in partnershlps WIth pubhc and private

organlzatlons to-take advantage of the expertlse in their communities.

_ We Will Encourage A Greater Focus On Science By Ivncluding Student Achievement Results In
- Science In Accountability Decisions. States will add science to their assessment systems at three.

grade levels by 2008. The reauthorized law: will incorporate an expectatlon that all students achleve
profucnency in science by the 2019-20 school year

_We Will Commit Significant New ReSources To Help High Schools Ensure Their Students Meet High

Standards And Graduate On Time. To ensure that high schools have the resources to help low-income
students, there will be a substantial increase in funds for Title | high school students. Districts will be

‘required to give their high schools at least 90 percent of the high schools' proportionate share of the new
- funds.. A corresponding funding increase will ensure that elementary ¢ schools Title | programs are not
negatively affected. _ v

\

5. We Must Measure Individual Student Progress And Focus Interventlons On Students Who Have Not ’
Reached Grade Level ~ :

"o We Will Allow High-Quality Growth Models To Give Schools Credit For Improvement From Year-To-

Year And Provide Another Way To Show Whether Achievement Gaps Are Closing. States with well-
established assessments and robust data systems may use growth models in their overall accountablhty
system. Growth models allow States to measure individual students' progress over time. ‘ :

Return to this article at:
http://www.whitehouSe.qov/stateoftheunion/2097ﬁ/in_itiatives/eduo‘ationlhftmj .
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Readlng Flrst Achlevement Data Demonstrate Dramatlc Improvements in

Reading Proﬂcuency of America's Neediest Children -
'State by state data conﬂrm that the scuentlﬂcally based read|ng program is worklng P

’ ‘FOR RELEASE: " e - Co,nt»act-v: Rebecca N.eaie
April 19, 2007 o ' _ ' : Katherine McLane -
L ' - ' : ’ : ‘ (202) 401-1576 .

. : o . ' ‘ AR MORE RESOURCES
Washington, :D.C. — The U.S. Department of Education today released

new state-by-state data on the effectiveness of Reading First, - Fact sheet - o
indicating that students who receive instruction through the program State data : :
achieve strong 'gains. in reading proficiency. Another measure of the

program's success since its launch in. 2002, the state-by-state data :

demonistrate that Reading First is working to help our nation's neediest klndergarten through thlrd-

grade students sngnlﬂcantly improve thelr readmg skills. . :

' "These results are yet another conﬂrmatlon that Readmg FlI’St is worklng on behalf of our chlldren
sald Deputy Assistant Secretary Amanda Farris, who oversees the program office responsible for

_the implementation of Reading First. "Reading First students and teachers are demonstrating
tremendous progress in.a remarkably short period of time. We rarely see this kind of success from
a federal educatton program.’ , :

The state- reported data presented today reveal that students in Readlng First schools largely
demonstrated impressive gains in reading fluency and comprehension. Students enrolled in the
program were assessed beginning.in the 2003-2004 school year. Achlevement data hnghhghts
mclude . , ,

e In Readlng First schools, the percentage of 1st graders meeting or exceedlng proficiency on
- - Reading First fluency outcome measures increased by 14 percentage points (43% to 57%)

- from 2004 to 2006.. »

e In'Reading First schools, the percentage of 3rd graders meeting or exceeding prof|C|ency on
-Reading First fluency outcome measures nncreased by 7 percentage. points (36% to 43%)
from 2004 to 2006.

e On: average the 26 States with basellne data mcreased the percentage of students-meeting

. or.exceeding proficiency on fluency outcome measures by 16% for 1st graders, 14% for 2nd

o ygraders and 15% for 3rd graders. '

o On average, the 26 States with baseline data mcreased the percentage of students meetmg

or exceedmg proficiency on comprehension outcome measures by 15% for 1st graders, 6%
- for 2nd graders and 12% for 3rd graders

The data released today reinforce the positive indicators from the Readlng Flrst Implementatlon
Evaluation interim report released in July 2006. According to the interim report, Reading First
students receive on average 100 extra minutes per week of proven, research-based instruction -
from teachers, tutors and reading coaches. Moreover, the interim report found that Reading First

* staff.received significantly more professional development than did Title I staff, and teachers in

Readlng Flrst schools spent more time on readmg mstructlon than teachers in non- Readlng First
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T|tle I schools Addmonally, the Office of' Management and Budget S Program Assessment Ratlng
Tool (PART) reV|ew of Readlng First gave the program an “Effectlve" ratmg :

Establlshed as part of the Iandmark No. Chdd Left Behind Act S|gned into law by Presndent Bush in
2002, .Reading First supports high-quality research-based early reading |nstruct|onal tools and
assessments to help teachers improve student achievement. The program aligns. W|th the goals of

No Child Left Behind by providing resources to help children build a solid readmg foundatlon and
i prepare them to read on grade-level by the end of the thlrd grade

-Readlng First is the largest federal reading initiative ever undertaken in the United States. As of the

2005/2006 school year, more than 5,600 schools in 1 ,600 districts nationwide have participated in

- ‘Reading First. The program has served approximately 1.8 million students, and more than 100 000"

teachers have benefited from its profess:onal development

For more information on the Re‘ading First program, please visit::

' http:‘//WWW.edv.qov/n.clb/methods/readinqv/readinqﬁrst.html

Reading First achievement data are available at:

. http://www.ed.gov/progra ms/readingfirst/performance.htm!’
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“you. She is off to Africa. And she's there to make sure that people on
- that continent understand that ours is a nation with a good heart -- | &
after-all, we're leading the fight against HIV/AIDS and malaria on that

- the Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings. | thank the

T d
£
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B Presndent Bush Congratulates Presrdentlal Scholars Dlscusses No Chlld Left Behlnd

~ Reauthorization
- East Room

—

l:l Fact Sheet No Chlld Left Behind: Keeping a H|stor|c Commltment to Our! == Video (Winddws)

Chlldren R ,
lln Focus Education - B R (il Presidential Remarks

! Audio

3:13 P.M.EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House. It's a neat occasion to be able to welcome the 2007 Presrdentlal
Scholars. We re glad you're here | congratulate you on the fine honor and of course, we wish you all the very -

- best.

i

~The PreS|dent|aI Scholars program started in 1964 | was a senior in high school -- | didn't make'it. (Laughter) |
‘know all of you worked hard to reach this day. Your families are proud of your effort, and we welcome your famlly

members.here. Your teachers are proud of your effort, and we welcome your teachers. And our entire natlon is

‘proud to call you Presidential Scholar. (Applause )

I'm sorry Laura is not here, she would have Ioved to have welcomed

contlnent And so she is spreading the goodwill of the American
taxpayer by representing our country. In my judgment, there's no finer
representative than Laura Bush. (Applause.) - ;

Madam Sesretary, thank you for joining us. We're proud‘ you're here - i

members of Congress who.have joined us: Senator Lieberman, '
Congressman Buck McKeon, Congressman Dale Kildee, and Congressman Mike Castle. I'm honored you took

“time, and so are the Presidential Scholars, they're proud you're here. (Applause )

I want to thank the members of the Presidential Scholars: Commission for plcklng such a fine group of people, and
the Presidential Scholars probably want to.thank you, as well. (Laughter.) This is a program that honors high
school seniors for exceptional academic and artistic achievements. Past winners have gone on to win the Pulitzer

Prize, succeed at the highest levels of business, work here at the White House.

Th|s afternoon we honor a new class of promising young men and women. Your fellow scholars have pursued

groundbreakmg research, written scholarly papers, and performed at Carnegie Hall. Many of you have also
reached out to those in need, and have given your time for causes greater than any individual need. And for that
we thank you. - , :

"Catenna Yuan shared her passion for service with her classmates at-Palo Alto H|gh School in Callfornla She s :

run food drives, raised thousands of dollars for humanitarian efforts in Africa, and helped orgamze a school-wude
day of service. She's a scholar, but she's also a humanitarian. :

Erin Jaeger, from Keene, New Hampshire, hélped bring hope and comfort to those living in poverty and hardship.‘
She made:three trips to El Salvador to build houses and visit orphanages. Charlie Bridge from Belmont; .
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Massachusetts has given back to his community through teaching: He s tutored drsadvantaged middle school
students and he plans to continue this |mportant work this summer.* ‘ : S

One person not here today is Max Weaver. He's busy preparing for
an engagement at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. In a
few days he's going to begin an intensive basic training regime that
cadets like to call "the Beast." We wish him luck and we thank him
and all the other brave men and women who have volunteered to
serve in the United States Armed Forces. (Applause.)

J .

~ The reason | bring these examples up is that no matter what you do
later in life, | encourage you to use your talents to help other people.
The true strength of America is the fact that we've got people of good
heart and good soul reaching out to people in need. And | thank you
- for being Ieaders and setting a good example.

As we celebrate your accomplishments, we also need to honor those who helped you reach this day. You know, |
always say that the first teacher of a child is a mom or a dad. For the moms and dads here, congratulations on
doing your job. (Applause.) And | thank the teachers who are here, as well. There's no more noble profession
than’ being.a teacher. And | suspect the reason we're honorlng Presidential Scholars -- or these Presidential.
Scholars -- is because you and their parents set high standards, set a high bar of expectations.

You know part of the problem we've had in our school system is for too often and too long that bar wasn't set -
high enough; that we had too many students who were victims of low expectations. | used to call it the "soft-
bigotry of low expectations." Schools just shuffled kids from grade to grade, as if the child couldn't learn to read
and write and add and subtract. We never measured; we never had any idea how the child was doing until it was
too late. And that was unsatisfactory for the United States of Amerlca |t's unsatlsfactory for the Presxdent it's
unsatisfactory for the future.

And that's why when we came to Washington, we worked with Democrats and Republicans to pass what's called
the No Child Left Behind Act. The philosophy behind the law is straightforward. It says the federal government -
should expect results in return for the money it spends. That's not too much to ask, | don't think. If you believe a
child can learn to read, then you ought to expect a child to read. That's what you ought to expect. And the only
way to determine that is to measure.

I'm sure some of your classmates would say you don't like to take a test. Well, | didn't either. (Laughter.) But that's
too bad, because the only way to determine whether a child is reading at grade level is to have accountability in
our school systems. And that's the basic strategy of No Child Left Behind. It says, here's some money; we expect
you to teach; we want to measure to determine if you are teaching; we look forward to.patting you on the back;
but if you're not teaching a child the basics, then we expect you to change, before it is too late. :

» Measuring results helps teachers spot problems In other.words, you can't solve a problem until you diagnose it. It
"gives teachers tools and schools tools; the key tool necessary to determine whether or not a curriculum needs to
change, or whether or not a child needs to get special attention. o -

Measuring result}s gives parents key information about how their child's school is doing. You know, it's amazing
how many parents will say, the school my child goes to:is doing just fine. That's what everybody hopes and that's
what everybody assumes, until scores get posted. It's amazing what happens when you hold people to account. It
certainly gets a parent's attention when they find out that their child's school isn't domg as good as the ‘
neighborhood's school is, for example, or school next door. .

No Child Left Behind is working. In other words, We're m'aking good progress. During the most recent five-year
period on record, nine-year-olds made more progress in reading than in the previous 28 years combined. )
(Applause' ) You can't say that unless you measure: You can't stand in front of the taxpayers and say, your money
is being well spent because we're measuring; we know, we're measuring. Before, it was just -- you were just s
guessing. Now, thanks to No Child Left Behind, there is accountability that's important to be able to report .
progress to the American people. ’ _
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Speaking about progress, the Non-Partisan Center on Education Policy found that many states have seen

reading and math test scores increase since we've passed No Child Left Behind. The study found that mmorlty
~and low-income students are making some of the blggest gains. And that's positive and important news for the
-Amencan people :

We had an achlevement gap in our country and that's not right to have an-achievement gap in America. And this -
*achievement gap is becoming closed thanks to hard work by teachers, but also thanks to the fact that we're

= measunng and correcting problems early, before they're too late.

The No Child Left Behlnd Actis wo_rklng and Congress needs to re-authorize this good piece of legislation. Re-
authorizing No Child is one of the top priorities of my administration and | know it's a top priority in members of
Congress..Buck McKeon is going to be handling the re-authorization on the Republican side in the House of
Representatives. And he is determined to work with people in both sides of the aisle to help to get thlS job done.
We made a historic comm|tment and | belleve we have a moral obllgatlon to keepiit. .

Our ablllty to compete in the 21st century depends upon educatlng children just like the ones standing behind me.
- Whether we like or not, we're in a global world. And if the world needs engineers or scientists, and those scientists

- are being educated in China and India, and not being educated in the United States, the jobs of the 21st century

are Ilkely to go there. And so we better make sure that we have a strategy aimed at making sure that we have.
high expectatlons and good results for every child in the United States, if we expect to remain competitive.

~ As Presidential Scholars, you leave your high school with confidence in your ability, and you've got a great
foundation for success. We want to make sure that same confidence is instilled in every single child that's getting

out of high.school. And so what can we do? First, we can make sure No Child Left Behind gets reauthorized. You

cannot compete in a global world unless you're certain that we're achieving certain standards. We want every

_ child reading at grade level by the 3rd grade. And the only way you know whether that's thefcase is you-measure.

And by the way, inherent in No Child Left Behind is a novel idea that said if a child needs extra help',"there's going
to be money available to help that child. That's how you make sure that you use the accountablllty system to
achleve results, achieve expectations.

But we need to do more. Our high schools need to have accountablllty We want to make sure that Same rigor
that we've applied in the elementary ‘and middle schools are applied to our high schools. If we want to be
competitive, the high school diploma has to mean something. We want to make sure that we expand advance
placement. | bet most kids here took AP courses, and AP is a great way to raise standards and raise |
expectation’s. And we've got to help teachers Iearn how:-to teach AP courses as part of our strategy.

We want to make sure that we have a rlgorous course of study avallable for aIl our kids. We want to make sure
we strengthen math and science. And that's why | proposed a program to encourage 30,000 math and science
professionals to become part-time teachers. | remember we went to a school in Maryland, Margaret, and there
was two guys there that were making science look cool. | can't do that. Most parents aren't able to do that.
(Laughter.) But it's amazing what a scientist can do. :

-"And why do we need that? Why do we need 30,000 math and science professionals to go into classrooms to
stimulate interest? Because we can't be a competitive nation without more scientists and more mathematicians.
- Because in order for us to make sure the best jobs are in America requires us havmg mathematicians and
scientists and engineers and physmsts And the best way to stlmulate that |nterest is from people who actually
know what they re talking about.

We want to make sure that we work with Congress to have extra funding for under-performing schools. | told you'
if you measure, we've got extra money for the children -- we've also got extra money for under-performlng
schools. And those schools need flexibility. In other words, we've got to trust local folks to make the right
decisions for local schools. So Margaret is going to work with the school districts and-with the Congress to make -
- sure they've -got flexibility to use the resources where they're most needed, to tailor reforms to the specmc needs :
of mdnvudual schools.

ln other words, people say, well, you can't be for No Child Left Behind, it's the federal government telllng you what
to do the the opposﬂe The federal government has said, we believe in-local control of schools, -you reform
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:them you‘fix them. We're just goin'g to insist that you measure, in return for the billions we spend on yovur behalf.

I proposed an interesting idea that | hope Congress passes, and that is creating a teacher incentive fund, of
nearly $200 million for the next year as the beginning -- as a down payment to encourage teachers to teachin -

. districts where they need a little ‘extra help; reward teachers who will go into these school districts that need high

expectations. We need people to walk in and say, the status quo is unacceptable, people who show that
educational entrepreneurship necessary to make sure every single child getsa good education. And | hope

‘Congress works on that with us.

/

When schools fa|I to make progress, No Child Left Behind needs to give parents d|fferent options. In other words
you cannot tolerate a system.where a child is stuck in a school which will not teach and will not change. There
has to be a consequence. We've got remedies in the bill that say we're going to help schools effect their
programs, but ultimately a parent must be given the ability to transfer their child out to another public school or
free tutoring for their children. In other words, there has to be a consequence in order to make sure that there's
effectlveness when it comes to reform -- schools that need to be reformed. :

| strongly belreve that parents are the front lines of the decision-making and should-be empowered -- “empowered
through |nformat|on and empowered through d|fferent optlons available through the public school system

-We did somethmg else mterestmg and | look fon/vard to worklng with Congress on thts -- and I must confess, it's |

slightly controversial -- and that is, is that we promoted the first federally funded opportunity scholarshlp program

here in Washington, D.C. It basically said to low-income parents that here's some money to help you send your ..

child to a private school or a parochial school, your choice. In other words, it said, if you're tired of being in a

© system that simply hasn't met expectations, that there ought to be something different, and that | belleve that-- I~

think it's the role of government to help low-income parents have different options.

The program is worklng It's over-subscrlbed I mean, there are thousands of families that have been helped
through this Washington, D.C. program, which ought to say to pollcymakers there's a huge demand for
something better. People are sick of mediocrity.in the status quo. Obviously, it hasn't happened-with these kids,
for which we're grateful But there's still too many schools that just aren't meetmg expectations. And so | Iook
fon/vard to working to see if we can 't expand thrs kind of program.

The reasonI've asked to speak to you is because | want people to understand how-important this No Child Left
Behind Act is to America and its future. And we will talk about ways to make the law better. | know some S
members and senators have got concerns about the law, and we're more than willing to talk about flexibility. But
there is no compromise when it comes to setting high standards and measurement. You cannot compromise

‘ _away the principle of saying, we expect good results, and we're going to measure to determine whether or not

we've achieved those results. And when you've achieved the results that we, a somety, expect we'll give you the
big embrace (Applause.)

But |f not, for thé sake of the country, for the sake of kids who deserve better, we expect you to change That's
what we're gomg to say, loud and clear and often. And |t's working; the program is worklng

| want to thank Margaret for-working hard with members of Congress She's engaged, as you know -- she's
probably wearing you out, Buck. (Laughter.) And Dale. But that's good. She's up there working. Laura is all
involved, too. She's met with a‘lot of members of Congress and she'll stay involved, as will I. This is a very -

- important piece of legislation. We want every child in America to be a Presidential Scholar. We want every child in

this country to realize the great potentlal of Amenca by startmg them off with a good, sound education that Iets i
them realize their dreams. .

Ours is a fabulous country We've got kids standing up here who not only are scholars, but have volunteered to

help a neighbor in need. We've got people volunteering to help protect this country. And the thing we've got to do

as policymakers is to make sure that we continue to advance Amenca by glvmg people the tools necessary to
realize the great promrse of America.

Thanks for comlng God bless you all, and God bless our country (Applause )

END 3:30 P.M. EDT ;
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l President Bush: Conqratulates PreS|dent|al Scholars Dlscusses No Ch|ld

Left Behind Reauthorization o . o e L BN T
" ElIn Focus: Education | S . J White House News

“|"Our ability to compete in the 21st century depends upon

“|educating [our] children... As Presidential Scholars, you leave
your high school with confidence in your ability, and you've got a

‘| great foundation for success. We want to make sure that same

‘|confidence is instilled in every single child that's getting out of

high school. And so what can we do? First, we can make sure .

~ |No Child Left Behind gets reauthorized." - fg '

: —PreS|dent GeorgeW Bush 6/25/07 e

Today, Presudent Bush Congratulated The 2007 Presrdentlal Scholars And Called On Congress To
. “Reauthorize The No Child Left Behind Act This Year. The United States Presidential Scholars Program was:
D ;establushed in 1964 to recognize ‘and honor some of our Nation's most distinguished graduating high school v
seniors. At least one young man and one young woman are selected from each state, the District: of Columbla .
Puerto Rlco and us. famllles abroad SR : : s

1_. Reauthorlzmg No Chlld Left Behmd (NCLB) Is One Of The Pre3|dent's Top Prlorltles For Thls Year
Amencas ability to compete in the 21st century depends on helping every child achieve hlgh standards Tc ‘
meet this challenge we must raise the bar and strengthen No Chrld Left Behind. -

No Chlld Left Behlnd Is Worklnq

,-Durlng The Most Recent F|ve Year. Perlod On Record The Natlonal Assessment Of Educatlonal Progress -
Shows Nine-Year-Olds Made: More Progress In Readmg Than They Dld In The Prevuous 28 Years
Combmed ’ . . , R

S The Non-Partlsan Center For Educatlon Pollcy Found That Many States Have Seen Readlng ‘And Math :
Test Scores Increase Since NCLB Was Passed. The study’ also found that mmonty and low-income students
g are makmg some of the biggest gams and as a result the. ach|evement gap is begmnmg to close

- NCLB Must Be Strenqthened To Ensure Qur Chlldren Are Prepared For The ghallenges of The 21st
Centum

1. ,Strengthemng NCLB will Ensure That All Chlldren Graduate High School Ready For College And :
.~ The Global- Economy We will improve our high schools by i increasing ‘accountability for results,
_expanding access to Advanced Placement courses and encouragmg all students to complete a ngorous

T “course of study
. o Strengthenlng Math And Science Instructlon will Be An Important Part Of Th|s Effort The
Presudent has proposed a new Adjunct Teacher Corps to encourage 30,000 math and smence o
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' professxonals to bring real-life experience: to the classroom as part-time teachers and he calls on
Congress to fund this important program.

' “' 2 Strengthenlng NCLB Will Better Help Struggling Schools. The President's FY 2008 Budget will
increase Federal support for underperforming schools:by more than $400 million — to a total of more than
$1 bl||l0n next year. .

.0 The President Has Also Proposed Increaslng Our Investment In The Teacher Incentlve Fund
-To Nearly $200 Million Next Year. This fund rewards teachers who teach in |ow mcome schools
. and help their students achieve great results.
3. Strengthening NCLB Will Empower Parents With More Choices. When schools fall to make progress,
~ No Child Left.Behind gives parents real options: They can enroll their children in free tutoring or transfer
" them to a better-performing public school. The Administration is committed to helping more parents-take
advantage of these options by working to increase the avallabmty of free tutonng and expand school chonce
optlons _ -

. o The President Has Also Proposed "Opportunity Scholarships" To Assist Communities That

' Want To Provide Additional Scholarships For Low-Income Students To Attend Private Or
Religious Schools. Since 2004, the Federal government has funded a similar program in
Washington, DC, and the President believes low-income students outside our Nation's capital
should have the same opportunities. - .

Return to this article at:
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Honorable: George,“Miller

Chairman _
Committee on Educatlon and Labor
" House of Representatives '
o Washlngton DC 20515

Dear r. Charrman . Y.

"1 write to 'express my appreciation for'yOur‘ work to date on reauthorization of the No Child Left
: Behmd Act-of 2001 (NCLB) and to provrde the Department of Education's general comments on the

‘ August 28 "Miller-McKeon discussion draft" of Title I of NCLB, as posted on the Committee's Web

- site.Tam encouraged that reauthonzatlon is moving ahead and look forward to- ‘working with you
throughout the leglslatlve process to achreve a final b|II that meets our shared goals

At the outset I'am p!eased that two of the bnght line pnncrples of NCLB would remain in place
every child performing at or above grade level in reading and math by 2014; and annual ,
assessments ‘and disaggregation of data by subgroups I also appreciate that the discussion draft
mcorporates some of the specific policy concepts proposed by the Administration to. build on the
reforms made by NCLB, including growth models, increased rigor and accountability in-high school,
~and differentiated consequences which allow States to prlor|t|ze schools in |mprovement based on-.
' jthe speCIﬂc needs of the school and its students ) ' : ; :
o R r y

Whrle these aspects of the draft bill establlsh a sol|d basis for further: dlscussmn I'am deeply -
troubled that the draft would decrease information and options for students and parents - a key
bright-line principle of NCLB. I have outllned thrs and other senous concerns Wlth the dlscussmn
 draft below. - 4 ( o

' CompIeX|ty and Transparency

‘The overall approach to holdmg schools and school districts accountable for lmproved academ:c

,achlevement is far more complex than current law, which will make it more difficult for parents to B

e clearly understand if therr chlldren are Iearnlng and if their schools are doing a- good JOb

The lncreased compleX|ty would make it far more dlfﬂcult to prowde a clear prcture of progress As : .

" the person ‘who oversees and works with States on their data and accountablllty systems, I have
grave reservations about the capacity and capability of States and districts to admumster the.
complex:level-of accountability that is proposed in the discussion draft. We could easily lose. srmple B
transparency about whether.schools are teaching students to read and do math on grade level, and
obscure what's actually going on in schools under this new-approach. Ultimately, we run the risk of

. creating a very confusing and burdensome process for all who play a part in educatlng our chlldren

‘ mcludmg parents teachers prmmpals supenntendents school board members, and other publlc
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ofﬂcnals I am also concerned that some of the bill's provisions would be burdensome and costly for _
States and districts-to implement, such as requtred school district audits of student mobility and
addltlonal reportmg requarements e

: Accountablllty

- While, I\agree that the Act should prowde some addltlonal flexibility in measunng student progress
on reading and math assessments, the draft bill would make it too easy for many low- performing
schools to escape needed intervention and improvement. As a consequence, parents-and the rest

of the commumty would be led to believe that the current achievement gap is acceptable. The .
dlscussmn draft would provide several additional methods by which a school could demonstrate

~ that it'is making adequate yearly progress (AYP), the basic element of NCLB's accountablllty :
system - even if student performance in reading and math falls short. With the inclusion of
‘honacademic indicators in determinations of student progress in reading and math, student -
proﬁoency scores .in those subjects would no longer be accurate reflections of their basic reading
-and math ability. Proficiency in these core areas forms the gateway to learning:in other subjects.

“ Finally, the pervasive inclusion of statistical adjustments and other data manipulations creates a- ‘

- greater potentlal for maskmg students' and schools' true performance. The fact that fewer than half

of Afrlcan American and. Hispanic fourth graders have fundamental reading skills, as defined by the
Nation' s Report Card, makes it a moral imperative to continue to close the achievement: gap, and.
. to refuse to accept any approach that threatens to turn back the clock on accountablhty

School Improvement and Parental Options

.Although I am pleased wnth the general concept.of recognlz:ng that schools that fail to make AYP 5

across, the board should be required to implement more serious interventions than those that

narrowly. mlss makmg AYP, I am concerned that, under the language in the.draft, a low- performmg
-“school mlght never be held accountable for real change or be required to prov1de real options for

- parents Our: readlng of the draft allows a school to become worse over tnme and actually start over
Cin. the mterventlons and assxstance tlmellne

Whlle I support mcreased accountablllty in the provision of supplemental educatlonal services, I am
extremely concerned that the draft bill would significantly restrict the opportunities for children-in
'schools that fail. to. make AYP to obtain free tutoring to help increase their academic proficiency,-
whether by limiting the situations in which those students would have the right to tutoring or by: -
reducing the amount of funds available to pay for tutoring. The opportunity to obtain this'aid .
should-be expanded, as proposed by the Administration, not curtailed, in order to meet the goal-of

o havung all students on grade level by 2014. I am likewise concerned that the bill restricts public

school chonce options and does not include additional prrvate school options for low- income.
: students as proposed by the Admlnlstratron

) B Students W|th Dnsabulltles and with Limited Engllsh Profncuency

. The changes to the accountabxllty system for students with dlsabrlmes and students with Ilmlted
~ English;proficiency. will exclude more students and allow them to be held to lower standards, even
- though these two. groups have made some of the most significant progress under NCLB. For- o
example in.order to-ensure that tests given to limited English proficient (LEP) students actually
measure their knowledge of the particular subject matter, instead of their knowledge of the English
‘ Ianguage current law permits States to test LEP students in their native language for up to. three.
years, and for an. addltlonal two years on a case-by-case basis. For those States that administer
‘native Ianguage assessments, the discussion draft would extend the three-year prowsron to permit
ﬂve years of testing in the native Ianguage (while retaining the additional two years on a case-by- -
" case. basns) That s snmply too long; this would allow a third-grade student to reach the tenth grade,
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"before ever berng tested in Engllsh States and school districts need to be held accountable for
ensuring that LEP students learn English and should be given incentives to accelerate, not slow
down, the learning of English, especially When approximately two-thirds of LEP students are born in
‘the United States. Similarly, I am concerned that an increase in the number of students with -
disabilities who are: allowed to.take alternate or. modified assessments could lead to |gnormg those
vstudents academlc progress : :

‘ngh Schools S

Tam pleased to see movement toward prowdlng a clearer picture of high school accountablllty, ,
which is critical to our Nation's competitiveness. While the Administration supports increasing high
school rigor and accountability, we believe this can be best achieved by expanding the existing Title
1 program rather than creating a costly new high school program. The Administration supports |

~ reforming Title I so that more funds flow to high schools, and provides significant new funds in. T|tle
~Ito do sO. :

Tam 'aISO concerned that the bill provides incentives for States and districts to use a five-year

~graduation rate for accountability for all students. It should instead use the commonsense four-
- ye€ar period for most students, as specified in the National Governors Assocnat|on S graduatlon rate

‘compact whrch all 50 Governors have affirmed. : :

'Mtw.mg ForWa rd

The No Chlld Left Behmd Act of 2001 is working. Test scores are rising and achlevement gaps are
narrowing: For the last forty years, the federal role in education has focused on leveling the p!aymg-.
field for our neediest students, and I am concerned that this draft walks away from that Sh
,commltment As we work to strengthen and renew NCLB/this year, we must increase the law's -
flexibility, but not remove its power and sense of urgency entirely. Thanks to this law;, we're-finally -
“shining a bright light on every child's achievement. We don't always like what we see, but instead
of obscuring what the law has uncovered, we must focus on the hard work ahead. Now. is the time -
to build on the progress we have seen and the many lessons we have learned to target resources,
'|mprove pohcy, and enhance competttlveness I look forward to working with you in thls vital o
effort : o

Sincerely,
/sl
Margaret Spellings

‘ '(Note An ldentlcal letter was sent to Honorable Dale E. Kildee, Honorable Mrchael N Castle and
Honorable Howard "Buck" McKeon) :
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' Statement by the President on 2007 Natlon s Report Card

EIn Focus Educatnon

Earlier today, the 2007 Nation's Report Card, also known as the National - Whlte House News
Assessment of Educational Progress, was released. The news is outstanding. Elghth graders achieved thelr ,
highest scores ever in math, while fourth graders set records in both reading and math. African-American and
Hispanic students posted all-time highs in a number of categorles WhICh represents progress toward closmg the
achlevement gap. , ; ,

These scores conflrm that No Child Left Behind is working and producing positive results for students across the
country. Since No Child Left Behind became law in 2002, the states have been setting standards and holding
schools accountable for ensuring that every child can read and do math at grade level. We are successfully
challengmg the soft blgotry of low expectahons and contlnumg to make S|gn|f|cant progress in reformlng our’
schools. : ok , =

As we commemorate the integration 50 years ago of Central ngh School in Little Rock Arkansas, we are
reminded of the sacrifices students and their families have made in pursuit of a better education. Today's results
demonstrate America's progress in making their dreams a reality, but we have more work-to do. Now is not the - _
time to turn back the clock on educational accountability and real options for parents WhICh No Chrld Left Behind
provides. . '

The successes detarled in the Nation's Report Card highlight the |mportance of reauthorlzmg No Chl|d Left
Behind. | have proposed a number of ways to improve the law, by increasing flexibility, helping struggling schools,
and empowering parents with more choices. | look forward to continuing to work with Iawmakers of both partres to
strengthen this |mportant law. ;

Sl o ' CHH#
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No Child Left Beh/nd Is Helping Students Achieve Hecord Success -

In Focus Education ‘ o S )
Pre3|dent Bush Dtscusses No Chl|d Left Behind Reauthorlzatlon A w} Whlte House News

Today, President and Mrs. Bush and Education Secretary Margaret Spelllngs met with New York City
~Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Chancellor of Education Joel Klein to discuss how No Chlld Left Behind -
(NCLB) is producing positive results for students across the country and record high scores for minority
~ students. Yesterday, the latest results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), or Nation's -
Report Card, were released. The Report Card shows record results for our Nation's students in readlng and math.
Scores are |mprovmg and achrevement gaps are beglnnlng to close B

) Chancellor Klem is strongly supportlve of NCLB calling it "one of the great blpartlsan
compromises in education" and praising its "focus on accountabllrty " With the support of Mayor B
-Bloomberg, he's made tough decisions that are getting great results in closung the achlevement gap and
L ralsmg achlevement for New York Clty students. r o .
t S :
o As'the positive results from our Nation's Report Card show, chlldren can Iearn when standards are
set hlgh and results are measured : . -

.‘, The Presndent caIIs on Congress to reauthorlze NCLB and give our teachers, parents, and chlldren

- the educational tools they need. Now is not the tlme to water down standards or roII back accountablllty ,
~ " and options for parents c R

The Hard Work Being Done Bv Teachers Parents And Chlldren Under NCLB' Is Pavmq Off

" The Nation's Report Card shows across-the-board |mprovement in 4th and 8th grade readmg and math

e In reading, scores for 4th graders were the highest théy have ever been.v o
. In math scores for 4th and 8th graders were the hlghest on record

Afrlcan-Amerlcan and Hlspanlc students are makmg sugnlflcant progress, postlng all-tlme hlghs ina
number of categorles :

e ln 4th grade readlng, the achlevement gap between wh|te and Afrlcan Amerlcan students is at an aII-tlme oo
low.
, ,6_ In math, 4th and 8th grade African- Amerlcan students achieved their hlghest scores to date. " ‘
e In 4th grade reading and in 4th and 8th grade math, Hlspamc students set new achlevement records In '
) readmg, Hlspanlc 8th graders matched their prewous all-time high.

‘ Our Nation' s Report Card' Holding Schools Accountable For Results

The. Natlonal Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the only natlonally representatlve and
continuing assessment of what America's students know and can do in various subject areas. It is -
administered by the National Center for Education Statistics and overseen by a bipartisan, independent ,
Governing Board composed of educators, public officials, business leaders, and members of the general public:
Under NCLB, all states part|C|pate in the Nation's Report Card by belng tested in readlng and math every two-
years. o ‘ ‘ _

~ hitp//www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/09/print/20070926-2.html . 4/14/72008
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".Yesterday, the latest NAEP results of 4th and 8th grade students in readmg and in math were released on
a natlonal and state-by-state basrs These results may be V|ewed at: http /Wwww.nationsreportcard. gov/ '

To Contlnue Thls Proqress ConqresS Needs To Reauthorlze And Strenqthen NCLB

. Reauthorlzmg NCLB is one of the President's top prrorltles Our Natnon has made a historic commltment to
Amenca s children, and we have, a moral obllgatlon to keep |t . : :

- The Presldent caIIs on Congress to send hlm a blpartlsan reauthorlzatron bill that malntalns the Iaw s
' "brlght Ime“ principles by: ; ; -

. Holdlng schools accountable for teaching évery ch|Id to read and do math at grade level by 2014.

e Measuring results every year, with all students, to help teachers spot. problems early enough to fix them, R :
:and to give parents information about how their child's school is doing compared to others.

~-o Providing timely information and schoolung optlons for parents and prowdmg support for schools to
. z|mprove . ~

b Th’e: President hassent Congress several proposals to help strengthen NCLB:

s _ _1. _ We need to increase erX|b|I|ty for states and drstrrcts to help them turn around struggllng schools
' The President has proposed to.let states and districts tailor interventions to each school; and to measure
-/ |nd|V|duaI students achnevement growth over tlme :

2. We need to empower parents with more cholces ‘The PreS|dent has proposed Promise Scholarships: to
~allow eligible students to transfer out of low-performing schools to private or out-of- district public schools,
-7 or receive intensive tutoring. The President has also proposed a nationwide "Opportumty Scholarships -
. Program" to assist communities that want to prowde addmonal scholarshlps for low- mcome students to
, . . attend prlvate schools. . :

;3. We need to increase support for struggllng students and underperformmg schools The President
- has proposed helping more students take advantage of NCLB's free tutoring by ensuring that districts notrfy
- parents when their children-are eligible, and by requiring school districts to use the full Federal funds set
- -aside for tutoring and school choice. The President's FY 2008 Budget will increase Federal support for-
underpen‘ormlng schools by more than $400 m|II|on —1o a total of more than $1 billion next year.

4. We need to reward our best teachers and encourage good mstructors to take |obs in
- underperforming schools. The President has proposed increasing our investment in the Teacher
~ Incentive Fund to nearly $200 million next year. This fund rewards teachers for success in ralsmg student
achlevement in low- mcome schools.

- . 5. We need to make sure our children graduate prepared for the jobs of the 21st century The Presrdent
- = has proposed increasing accountability in-our high schools, expanding-access to Advanced Placement
courses, and strengthening math and science education. His Adjunct Teacher Corps would allow 30,000
~ “math and smence professionals to bring real- I|fe expenence to the classroom as part -time teachers.

###»_'_

‘Return to this article at:
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THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. Thank you all for coming. | want to thank Secretary Spellings forjoining meb -

" here. And | appreciate you all -- the leaders of the civil rights communrty and advocates for mlnonty and

dlsadvantaged students forj Jomlng us as well.

- We just had a meaningful dlscussmn about our joint commitment to closing an achlevement gap that exists in

America. We discussed why. reauthorizing the No Child Left Behind Actis vital in ensunng that we have a hopeful
America. We don't necessarily agree on every-issue, but we do agree that education is a basic civil nght and that -
a good educatlon is important for America.

We agree that our nation has reached a defining moment in our
struggle to secure a.good education for every child. And we've come
a long way since the days when children were simply shuffled

were learning. See, we believe every child can learn. We don't accep
a system that simply shuffles children through the schools. We
believe in setting high standards. And we believe that by setting high
standards we encourage greater results for every child. And now the
question is whether or not we will finish the job to ensure that every
American child receives a high education -- high-quality education.

Our natlon made an historic commrtment nearly six years ago when
Republicans and Democrats came together to pass the No Child. Left Behind Act. The phrlosophy of the law is
this: The federal government will invest in education, and in return, we seek results. Instead of just hoping for the

"best, we've asked states to set clear standards, and hold schools accountable for teaching every child to read and:
- do math at grade level. That doesn't seem like too much to ask. In return for taxpayers' money, we expect schools
~and school districts and state to measure to show.us whether or not a'child can read at grade level or do math at

a grade level.:

And the key to getting good results is measuring. Measurrng results helps teachers catch problems early, so
children who need help -- extra help can get that help. In other words, you can't determine whether a child needs

.extra help unless you measure. One of the key components of No Child Left Behind it says if a child is falling’

behind, we will provide supplemental services to help that child catch up. Measuring results empowers parents
with valuable information about schools, so they can push for change if it's needed. Measuring results means
schools are working to close the achievement gap, mstead of looking the other way when a student is strugglmg

~or falling behind.

No Child Left Behlnd is helping replace a culture of low expectations wrth a commltment to hlgh achlevement for
all. And the hard work being done by principals, teachers, parents and students across our countryis producing
results. Last month, we learned that 4th graders earned the highest math and reading scores in the hlstory of our

“Nation's Report Card -- and that's good news. I m able to report that because we actually measure now in the

schools

http://www.wh’itehouse. gov/news/releases/2007/10/print/20071 009-5.html " 5/28/2008‘ |




We learned that 8th-

‘learned that scores for - .

. on the basic prlncrple Every child must learn to read and do math at,

legislation that will help us achieve this goal. By working together, we

- Americans of all backgrounds, and bund a-future where no child is left g
*behind:

Statement by the President on No Child Left Behind Reauthorization ~ ~ Page2of 2 R

graders setrecord highs
for- math.scores. We also

minority and poor
students, and.students
with disabilities, are
reachlng all-time highs in
a number of areas. As a
result, the achievement
gap is-beginning to
narrow, and the promise

~of America is expanding for children of all backgrounds ln short,- No Ch|Id Left Behlnd is worklng for aII kmds of
~ children in all kinds of schools in every part of the country .

There is more work to be done. So Iong as there is an achlevement gap, we have work to do. Our goal is to have
every child reading and doing math at grade level by 2014.- That seems reasonable to me. Seems like @'
reasonable thing to ask, is to have every child reading at grade level by 2014, or being able to do math at grade
Ievel by 2014. So now is the tlme not to roll back the accountability or water down standards

It's reasonable to set an |mportant goal such as that because as the global economy becomes more competltlve
a good education will become even more important for gettlng a good job. Unfortunately, nearly half of African
American and Hispanic students still do not graduate from high school on time. We need to raise the bar for our

" high schools, as well as for our junior highs and elementary schools. We need to give all our children the skills

they need to compete Sol'm gomg to work with Congress to reauthorize and strengthen the No Chl|d Left Behind

Act this year

My admlnlstratron has offered several proposals to strengthen this Iaw By giving local leaders more erxnblllty and
resources, we can help them turn around troubled schools. By giving families with children stuck in low- .
performing schools the opportunity to choose someplace better, we can raise student achievement. At the same’
time, we need to increase access to tutoring programs for students who struggle -- and make sure these chlldren

.get the special help they need. We need to reward good teachers who improve student achievement in low-

income schools. We need to make sure. that our country is more competitive and that our children can take

‘advantage of the best jobs this new century has to offer -- by expanding access to advanced placement courses

and strengthenlng math and science education. G _ i

As we move forward, we will continue to welcome new ideas. And |
appreciate the ideas | heard today. Yet there can be no compromise
or above, grade level. And there can be no compromise on the need
to hold schools accountable to making sure we achieve that goal. |

call on members of Congress to come together to pass bipartisan

can raise standards even higher, expand opportunity for all

Thank you very much. Thank you all for being here. (Applause.)

END 2:21 P.M: EDT

Return to this artlcle at
http //www whltehouse qov/news/releases/2007/10/20071009 5.html

(i) cuick HERE TO PRINT

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/10/print/20071009-5.html =~ 5/28/2008






Secretary Spellings Invites Eligible States to Submit Innovative Models for Expanded Gr... _Pva_ge 1 of 2

- wClose
Wlndow

j‘ Print
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Washmgton, D. C — U.S. Secretary of\Education Margaret Spelhngs today announced that she is
opening the growth model pilot to all eligible states saying, "our work on reauthorization has shown
broad bipartisan-support for growth models and now, many states have |mproved data systems SO
_ they can track individual student growth over time." :

"A growth model is a-way for states that are raising achievement and following the bright-line :
principles of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) to strengthen accountability,” Secretary Spellings said. "I -
believe that extendlng the growth model pilot for the 2007-2008 school year will promote two
‘important ‘goals. It will allow states another effective way of measuring adequate yearly progress
(AYP) by measuring lndlvndual student growth over time, and it WI“ continue to expand the
erxube:ty avaHabIe to states under No Child Left Behind." . :

The growth model pilot was established by Secretary Spellings in November 2005 and was included
in the President's NCLB reauthorization blueprint earlier this year. Nine states currently have
approved growth model proposals North Carolina, Tennessee, Delaware, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa
Ohio, Alaska and Arizona. :

v"‘Any state that would like to. take part should submit their growth model proposals to the U.S:
Department of Education no later than February 1, 2008. A rrgorous peer review process- similar to
that used for the past two years-will ensure that the selection process is fair and transparent for all
participating states. The Department will conduct aninitial review of each proposal to ensure that
the growth model meets the seven core prmcnples and that the stateis makmg progréss in the
requ:red areas.

® Ensure that all students are proﬁcrent by 2014 and set annual state goals'to ensure that the
ach|evement gap is closmg for all groups of students identified in the law; :
e Set expectat|ons for annual achlevement based upon meetlng grade level proﬂcrency, not
: '»based on student background or characteristics;

¢ Hold schools accountable for student achlevement in readlng/language arts and mathematucs
._‘separately, B -
o Ensure that all students in tested grades are included in the assessment and accountability
'system, hold schools and districts accountable for the performance of each student subgroup,
and mcIude all schools and districts; :

o Include assessments that produce comparable results'from grade to-grade and year to year
in grades three through eight and high school in both readung/ianguage arts and

http://www.ed. gov/prlnt/news/pressreleases/2007/ 12/12072007. html " - 5/29/2008
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mathematlcs that have been operat|ona| for more than one year and have recelved Full -
‘ : Approval or Full Approval with-Recommendations before the state determines AYP based on
2007 2008 assessment results “ : 5 ,

® Track student progress as part of the state datasystem; and |
e Include student participation rates and student achievement on a separate academlc
- indicator.in the state accountability system -

_If there are any questions, the Department will contact the state by February 15 and ask fora
reésponse by March 14. Proposals that meet the requirements will be sent to a group of peer
reviewers who will meet during the week of April 14-18. States that meet the quahﬂcatlons to
partrc:pate in the ‘growth mode| pllot will be notrﬂed in May.

The peer reviewers will review each proposal based on the Peer Revnew Guidance issued- by the ,
.. 'U.S. Department of Education as a road map for developmg the models. The peer review panel will
be announced prlor to the February 1 dead[me 1 Word (136K)

‘ For more--information on the_Growth Model Pilot, please yisit: :
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/growthmodel/proficiency.html. -
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'The Iatest ,news on the reauthorlzatlon of the No

Ch|ld Left Behind Act.

" David 3. Hoff has been reporting on the biggest issues in K 12 educatlon for more
than 10 years for Fducation Week. He primarily reports now on the
'reauthorlzatlon of the No Child Left Behind Act.

« 'As NCLB Stalls, Local Officials Stew | Main | Six Questions About NCLB's Future »

/ NCLB Might Be Unfunded Mandate, Appeals Court Rules

* President Bush stopped in at a Chlcago Elementary school to tout the success of .
" NCLB on the day before its 6th annlversary Usually that would be the blggest

education story of the day

- Not today. c D v L

While Bush was flying to Chicago, three judges on the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals-

~outdid him. In a decision that could dramatically shift the NCLB“IandsCape ‘the

judges ruled .2-1, saying the lawsuit shouldn't have been dlsmlssed and suggestmg
they may rule in-the: plamtlffs favor if the case comes back to them. '

For the short term, the suit is in the hand‘s of a federal judge«in Detroit and the
implementation of the law probably won't change much. In the long term, a

~ decision declaring many of NCLB's rules as unfunded mandates could restrict the

federal governme’ht‘spower to enforce NCLB's testing and accountability: rules.

The decision is a significant victory for the National Education Association which
organized the lawsuit. It also puts a damper on PreS|dent Bush's celebration of -
NCLB's 6th anmversary in Chlcago o , - N - N

EXTRA LINKS

You can read about this at. edweek. org's brand new blog on school law.. The
blog's author, Mark Walsh, is talkmg to legal experts and promlses to offer a better
analysis that I've given here.

{

¢
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Here are the president's comments after visiting Horace Greeley Elementary School

" and here is Secretary of Education Margaret Spelllngs brleﬂng on A|r Force One.
Neither mentions the Iawsmt :

~ And below are a bunch of stories from Education Week's archives. The links..

chronicle the lawsuit, starting with NEA President Reg Weaver's 1»2003>speeéh‘ in

'Whieh he called NCLB "thebgrandda‘ddy’of all underfunded federal mandate's:“ ,

NEA Takes Stand Against Bush Education Law

- NEA Seeks Allies to Bring Lawsuit on ESEA Funding

NEA Files 'No Child Left Behind' Lawsuit‘
NCLB" Cases Face Hurdles in the Courts

‘ U.S. Asks Court to Throw Out NEA Lawsuit Over NCLB
o Sunt Challenging NCLB Costs Is Dlsmlssed

;

- Posted by David J. Hoff, edweek.org on. January 7, 2008 11:49 AM l Perhalink

TrackBack , ‘

TrackBack URL for this entry o
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- Comments

How are we as parents supposed to trust the educational system? When teachers are

fixing tests to make their students pass exams due to the “No Child Left Behind” . -

mandate. This is ridiculous. Check out dailycents.com at
http:/ /blogs.dailycents.com/?p=819 ‘

Posted by: sally | January 19,'2008 3:03 PM

Comment

Ground Rules for Postmg
We encourage lively debate, but please, no profamty or personal attacks By
commentlng, you are agreeing to ablde by our user agreement.
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URL:
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Comments: (you may use HTML tags for style)
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U S Secretary of Educatlon Margaret Spelllngs Announces No Ch||d Left

- Behind "Differentiated Accountability" Pilot
’ Program Will Invite Up To Ten States To Create More Nuanced Ways Of Evaluatmg
Underperformlng Schools

FOR RELEASE: : . o . Contact: Samara Yudofor =
. March 18,.2008. - L e e R " Elissa Leonard -
' ' ' i R - (202) 401‘-1576

’ ‘ o MORE RESOURCES
" WS Secretary of Education Margaret Spellmgs today anhounced a

“new pilot program under No Child Left Behind aimed at helping states = Fact ShEEt\

" differentiate between underperforming schools in need of dramatic
interventions and those that are closer to meeting the goals of No
Child.Left Behind. The Secretary announced the-new pilot program to
an audience of education stakeholders in Saint Paul, Minn. She was =
joined, by Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty, U.S. Senator\ Norm Coleman and Gene Wilhoit,
‘executive director, Council of Chief State School Officers. To access additional nnformat|on about
the Differentiated Accountabnllty pilot program please see the fact sheet.

_Létter and peer
_ review guidance

' Follo‘win’g are the Secretary’s remarks as prepared: =~ ‘ o

~Thank you Governor Pawlenty, for mtroducmg me. You and Minnesota Educatson o

~ Commissioner Alice Seagren deserve a lot of credit for holding.schools accountable for every

~ student's achievement. You're also leaders in preparing your students well in math and
science. Students: and families are lucky to have you on their S|de : A

“I'would like to thank Senator Norm Coleman, Gene Wllhoat of the Councrl'of Chlef'State‘
- School Officers, South Dakota Education Secretary Rick Melmer and the educators
§ pollcymakers and supermtendents who have joined us today

I'was readmg the newspaper this mornlng, thinking about facts and flgures and strategles as
many of us seem to be domg lately. \ _ \
How many superdelegate votes WIH it take to win the nomlnatlon7 How many percentage
‘ ponnts ahead - or behmd is-your favorite cand|date today?

3z ’Wuth March Madness on the horizon, how many wins and losses will you have in your
brackets? And as Spring tralnlng heats up, what's your team's record, and your favonte
o players battmg average7 - ~ . .

‘ What about your child's chances of graduatmg from hlgh school on time; compared toa. ‘
, - friend's in tthe next town-over? Or, how about your ch|ld s chances compared toa student of -
‘ , another race or income level? o

Sometimes, using data to measure progress and‘diagnose problems is'ch‘allen_ging;’ But as

http://www.ed.gov/print/news/pressreleases/2008/03/03182008. html . 5/29/2008
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g -‘policymakers and educators here in Minnesota and across our country will teII you its also
‘ key to lasting improvement ' :

‘.Thanks to No Child Left Behind, we have collected a wealth of information about where
schools are falling short, where students' needs are'not being met, and where more rigor is
needed. We 've built an appetite for change and we've done a good job of framing the
‘problem The next step is to use this knowledge to customize our efforts to |mprove

Since becoming Secretary, I've worked with states and districts to make No Chl|d Left Behind»
~ more flexible and responsive, while retaining core accountability, and 1 want to thank Gene
‘ _WIIhOIt for his support and partnership in this important effort :

Upon taking office I immediately pledged to address three issues that educators were
raising: measuring individual student growth over time, improving assessment and
~instruction for students with limited English skills and addressing the needs of specnal

: __education students. Together we have.made progress on all three issues

.First,jmeasuringstudentgrowth. Onc_e states had developed the framework to take'a-
~snapshot of student skills each year, as the law requires, I invited them to join mein-
_.combining those static measurements to demonstrate progress over time. After the early
- pioneers proved that this method was viable, I recently invited all eligible states to-adopt this
more sophisticated measurement system, also known as the growth model or value added
approach _

In addition, I have partnered with states to develop better ways to me-asu're progress for

students with limited English skills and.those with disabilities. Since my department _rele'as_ed o

a draft framework last Fall to help improve assessments for English language learners, six
states have volunteered to use it to help refine the way we assess these students' skills.

And in the coming weeks, seven states are scheduled to have peers review their assessments
for students with disabilities. I'm confident that this process will help educators nationwide
learn-more about helping these children acquire: grade-level knowledge, as we know they
can As always we must share in5|ghts learned in the field to drive improvement’ nationwide.

‘Everywhere Igdo, I m continuing our national conversatlon about how to strengthen and
improve the law. This year alone, I've visited 17 states, meeting with 9 governors-and 14
state education chiefs. I've met with-members of Congress, testified before state legislatures,
spoken-at school -assemblies, and held roundtables with busmess leaders superintendents

N parents and community’ leaders.

Educators and pollcymakers agree: We must make sure educators have the best ways to
chart student progress over time, the flexibility to improve struggling schools and more
 accurate ways to measure graduation rates. We must make sure that students who need

extra help can get |t - :

As I've said before I will continue working with- members of Congress to address‘these '
changes Iegislatively But students and teachers need help now. Therefore I am moving .-
forward as the Pre5|dent charged :

One thing we know for‘sure is that we must take dramatic action to improve our lowest-
performing schools. We also know that not all struggling schools are alike, and that many.
states have identified a wide range of schools for improvement. That's why today, I'm
announcmg a new pilot that-will ‘help states improve underperforming schools. This

http://www.éd. goy/print/news/pressreleases/éOOS/ 03/031 82008.html _ : 5/29/2008
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. "'dlffe'rentiated accountabllity" program will invite up to 10 states to create more nuanCed
ways of distinguishing between schools in need of dramatlc |ntervent|on and those that are
closer to meetmg goals ' - o

In keeplng W|th previous efforts, we will give preference to states that have been pioneers for -

reform-as Maryland, North Dakota, Louisiana, and South Dakota have been leaders on '

accountablllty, and Massachusetts has been a leader on standards. We will also pnorltlze
y appllcatlons from states that have |dent|f|ed many schools for improvement.

"~ The goal is to help educators act now to help schools in every stage of lmprovement We
fcan t afford to let struggllng students continue to'slide downhill.

ThlS is'not one- 5|ded fIElelllty To be eligible, states must commlt to taklng serious actlon
They must have approved assessment systems to measure student achievement. They must
publish timely, transparent information about educational progress and challenges, as well as ,
options for parents. And they must commit to building their capacity for reform, and focusing -
~their most significant actions around their lowest-performing schools, such as the so-called
"dropout factories" that produce up to half of high school dropouts. By evaluating participants
annually, my department will help identify proven methods for others to follow: :

‘ Even if your state is not currently ellglble I encourage you to contlnue worklng to strengthen
your accountability system, and to set challenging goals for students and schools. While "

 some states are ready now, others will need more time before they're ready to advance to"
the next stage of reform. But no matter what level you're at now, my department Wl||
continue working to help you |mprove

1 en'cou,,rage potential applicants to think creatively about how to choose which schools will
receive intensive help,-as well as what types of intervention to provide.

For example, they may send their most experienced and effective teachers to work in the
neediest schools - and reward.them for doing harder work. They may decide to close some of.
the lowest performing schools. They may want to partner W|th the nonproflt and private
sectors to develop new approaches ‘ v : :

Senator Cole‘man,‘I know you agree that just as educators test new theories; so must =
legislators. And this is a great opportunity to help inform the Congress of our best work
around how to strengthen and improve NCLB. Just as we've done before, we must continue
-draWing on our national dialogue to help’practices and policies evolve hand inhand.

5Thls effort will require hard work and our best thinking. My department will- contlnue to: help
|n every way we can. :

Towards this end we are reachlng out to the experts to help guide efforts to achleve Iong—
: term reform : i

" Our new National Technical Advisory Council will help shape how we put accountability into
practice on .a day-to- day level, including how we evaluate the performance of schools and
dlstrlcts s : :

An educatlon pollcy working group will bring together offncnals from dlfferent areas and Ievels
of government-along with education stakeholders and researchers-to look at the big picture ,
ofeducation policy. T look forward to'working w1th them to support further mnovatlon wnthout
watenng down accountablllty :

S~ : s
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“Industries from medicine to commerce, from finance to entertainment, have leveraged data -
. and accountability to improve efﬂcnency and effectiveness, as well as customer service,

satlsfactlon and quallty of llfe Together we can support the same transformation ln

’ educatlon

Of course we W|lI only achleve this goal if we contlnue facmg our problems head on, lnstead '
of reJectlng data and measurement because they can cause discomfort. '

' Gomg forward I will continue to partner wuth those who embrace accountablllty And in 7

situations where pollaes favor the needs of adults over the needs of students, I will continue

"to side with the kids. I will use every authorlty at my disposal to strengthen thelr advantage

and I know you will, too.

A'fte‘r all, don't our children deserve to benefit fromthe same spirit o\fi pos's‘ib'ility and

: innovation that has made our country great?

We already have so much customization in our lives. Our computers are bU|It to order, our =
eyeglasses are ready in"an hour-and every time I go online to buy a book a window pops up
that tells me if I like thlS one, then here are 5 more I should try

If you re ' working on your golf swing or your tennis game your mstructlon is tailored to you:
Why shouldn't we do the same in education-an area that's far more crltlcal to our Iong term

- success as a nation?

As technology and innovation transform the way we l|ve work, and play, schools must

become flexible and agile enough to meet employers'- -and students'-changing needs. And
“that means tailoring instruction and using time and resources in different ways-so that every

child gets the extra help they need when they need it...as well as the rlgorous coursework
they need and deserve :

’ Those with whom I have labored in the education policy arena know that if yOu chal'lenge the

status quo and are willing to roll up our sleeves.and work for a better'system, positive
change takes hold. Not just in one life, but in the whole community. Together, we can ensure

" that today's students, and future generations, have access to an education that opens wide

the doors of opportunity.

Thank you. I would be happy to answer your guestions.
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- under No Child Left Behind
Spelllngs Encouraged by Students' Improved ertlng SkI“S

FOR RELEASE: | ' o ' ' , : Contact Samara Yudof
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AU o . S . (202)401-1576

‘U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret'SpeIlings today highlighted the results of The‘Nation s Report |
Card™: Writing 2007. Secretary Spellings commended educators and students for the’ significant : -
progress made. under No Child Left Behind. ‘ :

"Just as we have seen with the 2007 reading and math results, student achievement in writing is
on the rise," said Secretary Spellings. "Colleges and businesses have made clear that stronger
wrltlng skills must be taught in our schools, and these scores show the accountablllty demanded by
No Child. Left Behind is producmg results ‘ A

‘ Spelllngs noted that average wrltmg scores for both eighth and twelfth graders were hlgher in-2007
than.in prewous assessments in 2002 and 1998. The average writing score for eighth- graders in -
2007 was' 3 points higher than in 2002 and six points higher than in 1998. The average writing

' 1998

"Wntmg scores for 8th- and 12th-graders are at historic highs. Lower and middle performing

- students improved, and we are seeing continuing closure of racial, ethnic and gender gaps," said
Spelllngs "We have more work to do to ensure all groups make gains, but this report assures us

that the mdncators are moving in the right direction." :

' More than 165,000 elghth and twelfth graders representlng a diverse populatlon in. 45 states and
the Department of Defense Schools, participated in the 2007 Nation's Report Card on writing. The
report shows gains for minority students and male students are helping to narrow. some education
‘gaps. At grade eight, a six-point increase in the average score for black students from 2002 to .
'2007. contributed to a smaller gap between these students and their white peers. At grade twelve,
an elght point increase in the males’ writing score since 2002, narrowed the male-female. gap.
Secretary Spellings noted that she would like to see more closure in the gap between Hispanic and
white students’ scores, but she'was encouraged that the average score for Hispanic elghth graders
was hlgher m 2007 than.n. both previous assessments :

"In this global economy, the ablllty to write well, whether lt is for narratlve mformatlve or.
persuasive purposes, is a skill required to succeed in many of our nation’s high-growth industries,"
Spellings said. "At-a time when our student population is becoming more dlverse I .am pleased to
see evidence that educators and students are rising to the challenge

b‘Secretary Spelllngs also noted posmve SIgns in some’ lmproved scores in urban dlstrlcts Elghth ‘-
grade scores |mproved in three of the four school dlstrlcts that participated in both the 2002 and

~
{
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2007 Trial Urban District Assessments Atlanta, Ch:cago and Los Angeles saw |mproved scores, and
Houston showed no significant change. In fact, Atlanta and Los Angeles’ gains were greater than
,those of the State of Georgia and the State of Callforma respectively. ST
"Whrle I am pleased by some of these initial md:cators from urban districts, I am not yet satlsﬂed "
‘said Spelhngs "We still-have more work to do to ensure every child is domg their best work, not.
justiin writing, but in math and reading as well. Fortunately, we now have a system of
accountabmty and an appetite for change has bwlt around the natlon '

~ The fuII NAEP’ reports are avai‘lable at http://nationsreportcard,,.goy/;.
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SU’B‘J (,l o NO CHILD LEFT B lfi"(‘[h\?l;) (NCLB) _..*~\.DM ILNIS"I”'R./V\"I"'IV E './;\('f?'l"’l(; NS
.Bwause its lthHLanlS remain in plau so long-as Conﬂrcs\ appmpnalu funding, No CInJ d
Left Bahmd does not have to be reauthorized this year.” In December 2007, you and your
~advisors agreed that lf(onurcss failed to reauthorize bctoxc March, then the Dcpamncm of
‘I“dUCdﬁOH should act this vear to refine the law through new pllots and regulations. Itis. now:-
~clear that xumlh()n/auon is not going to happgn this year, so the Administration is-acting. Y our
".»-adwsors and-the Secrctary have deve loped a set of actions that address areas of consensus. for -
LB by providing more flexibility where necessary and more oversight \.\fhjer‘vc} ‘

'lmprox ing NCL.
";necdud \\’u recommend vour-approv al.

-

VH'i'g;hligh ts of Proposed N(\\ Regulations

. Strengthening inclusion-of students in accountability: Requires States to submit forreview
by experts and secretarial approval an explanation-of how they-establish the minimum number of -
entsi(n-size) for c‘alcu[a‘ring subgroup perfo‘rmaxice‘ n: A’dcqud‘te 'Yearly\mengess (AYP):

i

stui

scorcs ’m not ¢ lIH[Ld for lhc pmposw 0! dclummm; \\huhcr \chools are nnkmu ,'\ Y P ]hls v
: muxlahon will help prevent the abuse of some schools that use a high n-size number to umll 1]1(
performance of L;'mun groups of students in clLCOUnldbllll\ duuxluns - ) o

‘\micipdlcd R ;xcnon SIcllC\ will hkgl\f be pchLSL.d that we are nol scttm(' a ndtmm] n-s1z¢:
number but will not be happ\ with the requirement to submit their State plan. Cl\’l] rights
v’,‘advocates will be plcmcd that we are lal\mL 51Lp> to prucm buus irom L;\C]Udln” mmornv
. subwoups from duoumdhl]m : L

Ihgh %chool gradudtlon rdtLS. Establishes a uniform ddmmon of the graduation rate by

usinga method agreed, to b\ the National Governors /\%Oudtmn (NGA). States’ \\111

hp rcqunui to dmwm' gate graduation rates, set a graduation rate goal, and define N
uonunuoux dnd suqu]nal 1mp10vcmcnl " for purposes of mal\mv AYP dcusmm T




: ‘R :

‘ thlon‘ll

‘S Vpluncnml Ldm.ltmn Scn ices
*of success and parent recommendations in approving and monitoring SES prov 1dLr5

: ‘SC"A‘OU
’;limamdm thuuﬁﬁcx returned to the Ircasm\

‘ ‘Ratsonala'
to-cligible students before. IC’\“OLJI]HU the funds to. other purposes. The monnonno crite naf
will hclp States. appxom and assess’ pmwdus : g

_,'z\lwlxcnpatuci reaction:
~ will balk at. requnemwls and the “use it or lose-at” provmon

' U:zjmspa_rcncy, raise expectations, and hold schools, districts. and’ Statcs_ accountable:

,f\n‘tm‘mmed reaction: -Given that Qlalc plgdmed to-tm vlgmcnl the \GA oraduauon mrc

they: should be supportive of the pmposcd definition. Nonetheless. they will be- concerned -
- about their m,hmul capability 1o calculate the more. 9()ph|smalcd graduation rate. They

wlll also-have concerns about d]sauarcwtmu the data and meeting AYP goals since it will
mcrcas& lhc number of ichools identified as needing improvement. - :

L \’lnlttple measures: - Clarifies that measures Cof sludun )uioimanu m'w leud n‘l‘ulliplel '
- testing formats (¢.g., short answer, multiple choice. LSSJ\ questions) as wellas, ‘multiple
o a:xa&s’mcmx within a subject area. This stands i in contrast to Chairman Miller’s proposal, w hnch ‘
~would dHO\\ for multiple soft measures, such as collcuc enrollment or tests outsldc core are 13,,

~that dﬂum the nnpormncc of lc:admgj and- mcuhcmcmas aducvumm tests.

uomlu '\ddussm complmms lhal acwunmblht\ IS bﬂscd on a smcvh measure or 101m of ,
“assessment, such as just mulllp]c choicetests. For c\ampk 1h15 clanlus that \tatcs can.use both
rcadmo and v runw aS\essanLs to Lalgulau AYP for TL.JleL '

S N

' ,A‘h-‘tzi:c;,ipate'd reaction; Not likely logenleravte-stréng opposition.

A'sscssmcnt uf Educ m()nal Provr (NAEP) data on'State m‘d local report *
'utrds: Requires States to includé their schoolc scores on this national benchmark in 1hur
’zmnadl reports:to the publlc Today, IhlS data is onlx leongd on the U 9 DLpdllnknl of

E uumon cmd SLcm \\Lbbl[kb ’

Rationale: ,Alllmvs citizens lo-compznre their Staté stanidards to national horms:’

ipated reaction; Notlikely to generate strong opposition.

SES) Tutormu Requires States 10 t(m‘s"id 1 C\ 1denc¢

Requires that a district work with community-based organizations to-inform parents of .
=S and choice options before the districts can reallocate unused choice and: \FQ.,'fumk
Is would be required-to use unspent funds on (.hQICC or SES the next vear, Wi nh any .

huc pm\:mons \\1ll hclp ensure that \choolx make (.hOlCL, dnd SLN \’dll\]bl

S’FS plowdcm will appraua\c lhc cnhanud lranspalcm\' School




3 pucam were the result of IO\\ achievement among all students, indicating a wldcxpuad

De
different labels and Lonchucnus to schools in need of improvement. This flexibility -

: ,‘[{u'truuurmo. /\ whool s tewuuun ng plcm must be rigorous.and addm\s the rmsons for thg

schools being in-restructuring. . F or - example, a school that fails to make AYP in reading for five
wnscwtwc vuus must cncaae in mw uuurnw that LOUId c.onxulu replacing lhg school s reading

.-stat[

‘ ;Ral omlc, Helps to cloqe a loopholc in the current <tamlc lh(u allows districts to 5<mslv the

qunement lox lmtruuurmu by taking less auucw\'e aulon such as ]usl lcplaung a prmmpal

Amtuparcd RLJ(IIOH States (Lnd >chools may “resist any new rcqunu‘ncnl that appczns 10 mdl\u FTT
'morc d]ﬂlcull 1o get away with doing very little. undcx rcslruuurmo SRR L

l’ublnc schnol choice: Clarifies that partnts must-be nm\flcd at leaxt two weeks bdoru the

start-of the school year in ¢ 15(‘5 m which sludcnls are- e hnnhlc undcx \'C' 13 1() dmosc to-

: »utmd another school

RdllOlldlC \chools lhdl notify parents ab(ml thcu pllbIIL ~school- Choncc optmns bLfOIC lhc
first day of \Lh()Ol have hwhu participation rates than those that notify-on or after the first -
day of school'® Yet for the 2007-08 school year, only 29 percent of schools notified: parents..

“before the start of the school year, as ruquncd by law. This i Is one reason wh\' only 1

percent of the : : .
6 mnl]lon glwnh]c xtudcms L\Cl(.l‘\Cd their publm sc,honl Lhmu opnon

/\mlupalul ILJLUOH \/lan\ 5(,]10015 will resist lhlb lgqunumnl ]U\l as lhu have: IC\lblLd

' ,'C\lstmu xcqunumnh however, pmcm% and students will benefit.

_fl”roposcd Pilots

< he I ducanon I)qmrlmuﬂ 1S usmg I1ts. \\mvu aulhonl\f 1o create, c‘\p(md or xmprovc 1hc&u E
‘ pllot programs: : » B

"Dlﬂ(‘l‘(‘ll(kl(t(] Auuunmblht\f “Notall, schools identified as “f1i (\‘wd oi lmplm ement”
under NCLB are the same. Of the schools identified for improvement in 2003-06. 56

problem. But 14 percent were identified because of problems in-a @lnﬂlLSSUb*'l(\Llp The
artment’s pilot, announud in March, provides States with the flexibility to assign

allows States 1o blend their own du,oumdhllm systems with I\C LB, hnthu Cmbcdclmu lhc

'pxmuplus of acwunlablllt\ tmmparcm v, :md chmu

C rowth \/Indcl /\ f_‘row'th modcl gives %Ch‘oolé Creclil for ﬁmdent»»imp'i'ovcmcnf over time
t M\mu individual student achievement vear to year rather than just student :
pu!,ommnu on one assessment at the end of the year. The l)cp’utmc‘nl announced in -
lDuunbu 2007 the expansion of an existing pilot program to allow all 50 Slalu to dppl\
for: [)CFmISMOH to use a uowlh modcl as palt of their aacount ability system. - :

sori

[

(o




,"S'["‘i"l"iildt Expansion: Under curreii law, schools idenitified as needing improvement

- must offer public school choice in the first year followed by choice and SES in the second
year. Underan existing pilot, up to seven districts within'a State are allowed to offer both '

S jemd public schoal choice to students in. the first year of sdmol improvement. This.

\\~0uld lCITlO\L the limit on the numbcr ()f districts that can pd!llLlpdlC \\11hln a State..

R '»‘lmpm\mﬂ I)I\tlltl SES Practices: Districts in need of’imprO\ ement drc‘curreml\/ :

_ dmhlbmd by regulation from serving as SES providers. I’ 2006 the Department Iaundmd

~apilot program to.make an exception for-up to ten. school districts in order to ensure more -
dmblc students receive SES. The Department has already approved four: districts but
_plans to tighten SES rules to prevent these districts, and others approved in the future, tmm

- abusing this opportunity. Districts would also be uqumd to allow other providers o

operate on-site in school buildings and provide multiple opportunmcs for. patcms to sele et . Co

an appto\‘cd p} ov ider.
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U S Secretary of Educatlon Margaret Spellmgs Announces Proposed

Regulations to Strengthen No Child Left Behind
. Focuson Improved Accountability and Transparency, Uniform and Dlsaggregated Graduat:on Rates’
' and Improved Parental Not|f|cat|on o .

FOR RELEASE: o o _ Contact: Samara Yudof or Ehssa Leonard £

April 22, 2008 ' ’ : : - (202) 401-1576
S T T : | MORE RESOURCES

U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings today announced SRS

proposed new regulations to strengthen and clarlfy No Child Left _ - Fact she_e‘ts, o
. Behmd (NCLB) The proposed regulations focus on improved 'summarreS_', and 3
“accountability and transparency, uniform and disaggregated L Secretary's remarks

graduation rates and improved parental notification for Supplemental

Education Servnces and public school choice. The Secretary made the announcement at the Detroit
Economic Club in Detroit, MlCh . .

"I"mvproposing new policy tools that will give families lifelines—and empower educators to create
dramatic improvement,” said Secretary Spellings. "Many are actions that have gained broad

} support through conversations on how to strengthen No Child Left Behind. While I will continue -
 working with legislators to renew this law, I also realize that students and families and teachers
and schools need help now. So, at the President's request, I'm moving forward to empower
educators to take actions that fam|I|es have been wa:tmg for."
The Secretary noted that these new regulatlons build on NCLB's posmve results and are con5|stent
with the law's core principles of annual testing, publishing data and helping schools that fall behind.
- She added thatin her travels to- nearly two dozen states—which included meetings with governors,
state school chiefs and state legislatures—discussions -focused on how states-and districts. can:
nmprove strugghng schools more accurately measure dropout rates and chart student progress

i over time.

Several o_f the proposed regulations seek to clarify elements of the law that demand school systems
be accountable for results and transparent in their reporting to parents and the public, including
requiring that states publish data from the Nation's Report Card alongside data from their own :

tests for students The Secretary emphasized that measures of student academic achievement may
~include mult|ple types of questions and multiple assessments within a- subJect area. In addutlon a
state's accountability system must ensure the lnclu3|on of aII sub-groups of students by.adopting
approprlate N-sizes. : :

Building on the Department's growth model pilot program, the proposed regulations would outline
the criteria that States must meet in order to incorporate individual student progress into the
- State's deﬁnltlon of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Secretary Spellings is also proposing to
strengthen the provisions of the law on school restructuring. Schools in restructuring need the
most srgnlﬁcant intervention, and‘a recent study found that 40 percent of schools in restructuring
did not nmplement any of the restructurlng options under the law. The proposed regulations will
clanfy that. restructuring interventions must be more rigorous and that mterventlons must address
the reasons for the school bemg in restructuring.

,l.rttpdf//w.ww,e_d.gov/print/nows/press'réleases/Z‘00’8/04/04222008.html i - Lol 5/29/2008
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. To contlnue the dlalogue and address some of the more technlcal needs of the states and thelr
.- departments of education, Secretary Spellings proposed the creation of a National Technical
‘ Advisory Council. The council will be made up of experts in the fields of education standards,”
accountability systems statistics and psychometrics and be tasked with-advising the Department
- -on highly complex and technical issues and ensuring state standards and assessments are of the :
hlghest techmcal quahty‘ : _ ,
Notlng that accordlng to a recent study, 75 percent of high school students in Detroit publlc
:schools do not graduate on time, Secretary Spellings: announced the Department would build on
the work of the National Governor's Association to establish a uniform graduate rate that shows
how many lncomlng freshman in a given high school graduate within four years.

”Over thelr Ilfetlmes dropouts from the class of 2007 anne will cost our natlon more than 300
billion dollars in lost wages, lost taxes and lost productivity,” said Secretary Spellings. "Increasmg
- graduation rates by just five percent, for male students alone, would save us nearly eight billion
- dollars each year in crime-related costs.” ' B

Al states'would' use Vthe same formula to calculate how many students graduate from high school.
on-time and how many drop out. The data would then be made public so that educators and . ‘
parents ’can compare how students of every race, background and income level are performmg

States wrll be aHowed to use an interim caIculat;on on a transntlonal basis, but every hlgh school in
every state will be required to report new graduation rates for accountability purposes no Iater than
'2013. In the meantime, each state. will be responsible for setting a graduation rate goal and for
disaggregating data by subgroup to report andidetermine AYP. Beglnmng in the 2008-2009-

academic year, in order to'make AYP, a school or district would have to meet the graduatlon goal
' or demonstrate their continuous and substantial xmprovement from the. pnor year. :

Addltlonally, the Secretary is proposing rules to ensure parents are notlﬂed in a clear and tlmely
et ‘way about their public school choice and supplemental education service options. The proposed
regulatlons will ensure that states make more information available to the public about what .
tutoring providers are available, how these providers are approved and monltored and most . .. T
rmportantly, how effectlve they are in helplng students xmprove R

"Research has shown that effectlve tutoring programs can reduce the achlevement gap by 10 to 15

percent," said Secretary Spellings. "The problem is, these options will not make: a difference if .
~parents don't know they're available. I hope these proposed regulatnons wu|| assast parents in

gettmg the extra help their children may need to succeed." »

: The regulatlons proposed by the Secretary are published onllne in today's Federal Reglster for o
i 'publrc comment Hard copies of the Federal Regrster will be avallable on Wednesday, Aprrl 23.

- For. further mformatlon on how the regulatlons will strengthen NCLB mcludmg a link to the Federal '
Regrster please visit http: //www. ed gov/pol|cy/elsec/reg/proposal/ ~

\###,
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‘ THE PRESIDENT Thank you, all. Aysra thanks for the introduction -- you did a fabulous jOb I'm told that you're a

" very hard worker who loves school, and it's clear you always wear a smile. She's a member of her school's

Student’ Advrsory Group, has performed in plays ranging from Shakespeare to "The Lion King," writes short"

- stories. And as you just heard her explain, she loves all language arts. Well that's good -- some people say I m

. like her are missing out on these opportunrtles because America's

P .

- thank you for comlng

o Spelllngs for joining with us today 1 thank the Actlng Secretary of

pretty artful wrth language as well. (Laughter and applause )

“ltis clear she has a promrsrng future because of the educatlon she is
receiving at Saint Ann's. Unfortunately, thousands of other children

inner-city faith-based schools are closing at an alarming rate. And so '
- that's why we've -convened-this summit: to discuss how we-can -
“extend lifelines of Iearnrng to all Amerlca s children. And | want to

' l take thls summrt serlously Obvnously you do, as well. My .

" administration looks forward to working with you. This is a natlonal
objective, to make sure every child gets a good education. ‘And |
really apprecrate you-coming. - .- , . L

| want to thank my fnend and Secretary of Educatlon Margaret

HUD, Roy Bernardr S ‘ ‘ _

: ArchblshOp Wuerl thank you very much sir, for belng here We were
just talking about what a glorious week it was to welcome His
Holiness to America. It was an extraordinary moment for all who were
~ directly involved, and | think extraordinary moment for all of America.
I gotto know Archbishop Wuerl in-Pittsburg. | hope | conveyed to him
my sense that providing a sound education for-every-child is one of : ‘
the really important challenges for ‘America. | 'happen to believe it is one of the greatest crvul nghts challenges l
am fully aware that in |nner-C|ty America some chrldren are gettrng a good education, but a lot are conS|gned to
madequate schools. , Do

And | belleve helpmg these chrldren should be a prlorlty of a nation. It‘s certarnly a prlorlty to me. | marned a
“teacher who has worked in inner-city schools; | helped raise one, as well. And helping inner-city children receive
the education they deserve is so important as we head into the 21st century to make sure)every Chlld has got the
skills necessary to succeed. That's what a hopeful country is all about.

-
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Over the past seven years we have worked.to. strengthen the publlc school system. In other words we haven’t'
~given up on public schools; quite the contrary, we've tried to help them succeed by passing the No Child Left
Behind Act. In some circles it's controversial. | don't think it should be controversial, however, to demand high
standards-for every child. | don't think it should be controversial to insist upon accountability to see if those
. children are meeting those standards. And | don't think it should be viewed as controversial to say to a publlc .

~ school, if children are falling behmd here s supplementary services to help that individual child catch up
e ‘(Applause ) : : ‘ ,

As a result of accountablllty measures, | can now say that 8th graders
set a record high for math scores. In other words, in order to be able
- to say that, you have to measure in the first place. When | was

- guessed -- you know, "Do you think-the child is learning?" "I don't
know, maybe, maybe not." (Laughter ) That's unacceptable,
- particularly when a child's life is at stake.

. We've learned that scores for minority and poor students-are reaching
all-time highs in-a number of areas. And that's great. As a matter of
fact, there's an achievement gap in America that is unacceptable. The
- ~good news is it's beginning to narrow. The problem is, is that while

- -the'No Child Left Behind Act is helping to turn around many struggllng schools, there are stlll chlldren trapped m

- their historic mission of training children in faith, these schools

’ ‘ focused on: how to get people a great education.

: schools that will not teach and will not change

Today nearly one- half of children in America's major urban school districts do not graduate on tlme -- one- half of
our children in-major urban school districts do not get out of school on time. In Detroit, one student in four makes
it out of the public school system with a diploma. When schools like these fail our inner-city. chlldren it is unfair, it's
unacceptable and it is unsustainable for our country v :

‘,And SO there are a varlety of solutions. One is to work hard to improve the publlc school system but also. another '
solution is to recognize that there is a bright future for a lot of children found in falth based schools. (Applause )

The falth based school tradition is not a 21st century phenomenon A Quaker school opened in Phlladelphla in’
21689 A Jewish day school opened in New York more than 40 years before the American Revolution. And during:
- the 19th century Catholic schools in our biggest cities welcomed children of poor, European immigrants. Can you

imagine what it would -- what it's like to be an immigrant coming to America, can't hardly speak the: language, and

find great solace in two institutions -- one church and two schools? And generations of Americans have been .
*Ilfted up. Generations of.the newly arrived have been able to have hopeful futures because of our faith- based .

' ‘schools It's been a-itsa fact. It's a part of our history. Frankly, it's.a glonous part of our hlstory i :

» Today, our nation’s poorest -- in our poorest communities, religious
schools continue to provide important services. And as they carry out

, lncreasmgly serve children, you know, that don't share their religious
~ tradition. That's important for people to know, that there's a'lot of
- students who, for example, may not be Catholic, who go to the

' schools.and get a great education. That's what we ought to be

Cn’ nelghborhoods where some people say children simply can't learn,
the faith-based schools are proving the nay-sayers wrong. These

- schools provide a good, solid academic foundation for children. They .

~also help children understand the lmportance of discipline and
. character o

Yet for all the 'successes, Amenca S |nner-C|ty faith-based schools are facing a crisis..And | use the word * "crisis”
for this reason: Between 2000 and 2006, nearly 1,200 faith-based schools closed in America's inner cities. It's
affected nearly 400,000 students. They're places of learning where people are getting a good educatlon and

they're beginning to close, to the extent that 1,200 of them have closed. The impact of school closmgs extends far

beyond the children that are havmg to leave these classrooms. The closings place an: added burden on- inner-city -
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" public schools that are struggling-And these school closings impoverish our country by really denying a future of
children a critical source of learning not only about how to read and write, but about social justice. |

We have an mterest in the health of these mstttuttons One of the reasons I've come is to hlghllght thIS problem
and say to our country: We have an'interest in the health of these centers of excellence; it's in the country's
interest to get beyond the debate of public/private, to recognize this is-a critical national asset that prowdes a-

* critical part of our natlon s fabric in making sure we're a hopeful place.

And so | want to spend a Iittle time talking about what can-be done to
help preserve these schools and provide, more importantly, a hopeful
future. And that's what you're going to do after | leave, as well.

First, ensuring that faith-based schools can continue to serve inner-
city children requires a commitment from the federal government.
(Applause.) Federal funds support faith-based organ|zat|ons that
serve Americans in need. We got beyond the social service debate
by saying that it's okay to use taxpayers' money to provide help for .
those who hurt. My whole theory of life was-we ought to be asking
about results, not necessarily process. When you focus on process

- you can find all sorts of reasons not to move forward. If you say focus
on results, it then provides an outlet for other options than state-
sponsored programs -- which is okay.

| mean, what I'm telling you is that we're using taxpayers' money to empower faith-based organizations to help
meet critical needs throughout the country -- critical needs such as helping a child whose parents may be in

prison understand there's hope; a critical need is helping a prisoner recently released realize there's a hopeful ‘
tomorrow; a critical need is to help somebody whip drugs and alcohol so they can I|ve a hopeful life, And we do ’
that in- the social services. S

We also provrde federal funding support for institutions of higher learning. We're using taxpayers' ‘ money to
enable somebody to go to a pnvate umversﬂy, a religious unlversrty It's a long tradition of the Uniited States of
America. ‘

'So my attltude is if we're doing this, if this is a precedent, why don't we use the same phllosophy to prowde
‘federal funds to help inner-city families find greater choices in educatmg their chlldren (Applause.) S

There is a precedent for this, called the D.C. Choice Incentive Act. And we've got some advocates here for the
D.C. Choice Incentive Act -- | know, I've worked with them -- and I'm surprised they're not yelling again.’
(Laughter. ) The law created Washington's Opportunity Scholarship Program, which has helped more than 2,600

" of the poorest children in our nation's capital find new hope at a faith-based or other non-public school. In other.
words, one way to address the closings of schools is to empower parents to be able to send thelr chlldren to
those schools before they close.

ThlS is a successful program, | think it's safe to say. One way to Judge whether |t's successful is to Iook atthe
demand for the scholarship relative to the supplies of the scholarsh|ps There's a lot of people who want their:

~ children to be able to take advantage of this program. As a matter of fact, demand clearly outstnps supply --'which
says to me we ought to expand the program and not kill the program (Applause ).

So we'll contlnue to work with Congress to not only reauthorlze the program as it eX|sts but hopefully expand |t -
so that parents will be able to -- (applause.) , ,

AN

| also proposed an idea that | really hope Congress takes seriously, and that is Pell Grants for Kids. This would be

~a $300 million initiative that would help as many as 75,000 low-income children that are now enrolled in troubled
public schools to be able to go to a school of the parents' choice. See, one of the -- what's very important to make
sure that an accountability system works is there's actual consequences and outlets ' .

And one of the outlets would be if you're in a public school that won't teach and won't change, and you're -- .
qualrfy, here's a scholarshlp for you to be able to have an additional opportunity. And to me th|s is a good way to
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help strengthen the schools that | was talkmg about that are Iosmg | mean, one way to make sure you don‘t lose

" schools is you have people that are able to afford the educatlon -- sustaln the cash flow of these valuable
‘ Amerlcan assets.. -

Pell Grants -- | want to remind our cmzens Pell Grants have helped low-|ncome young adults pursue the dream of
a college education. And it is time to apply the same sp|r|t to Ilberate poor chlldren trapped in publlc schools that
aren't meetlng expectations. (Applause.) . S

~ State and Iocal governments can heIp._Today, more than 30 state constitutions include so-called Bla,ine

A ~ Amendments, which prohibit public support of religious schools. These amendments have their roots in 19th

century anti-Catholic bigotry -- and today the legacy of discrimination continues to harm low-income students of

~‘many faiths and many. backgrounds. And so state lawmakers, if they're concerned about quality education for :
- children, and if they're concerned about these schools cIosmg they ought to remove the Blame Amendments,
* they ought to move this -- (applause) o » v - S S

\There are other thrngs state and local governments can do | would call people s attention to the Pennsylvama L

Educational Improvement Tax Credit -- (applause) -- P-E-I-T-C, PEITC, which allows businesses to meet state tax

[ -obligations by supporting pre-K-through-12 scholarships for low-income students. It's an innovative way to use the

tax code to meet a national -- in this case, state -- objective. The scholarships then allow children to attend the

school of their choice -- including religious schools. Since 2001, these tax credits have yielded more than $300°
million to help Pennsylvania families. It's an innovative use of the tax code to meet social objectlves All 12 high-
schools in the Plttsburgh dlstnct have seen lncreased enrollment each year the program has been i in place That's
posmve . :

'And SO I would caII upon state leaders to Ilsten to what comes out of thns conference and to thlnk of innovative |
~ ways to advance education for all children. Faith-based schools can continue to serve inner-city. chlldren requnres‘ ‘

a -- to see that that happens requires a commitment from the business community. It's in corporate Amerlca s
mterest that our chlldren get a good educatlon startlng |n ‘pre- K through 12th grade

In Chlcago a group of Jesuit prlests found an lnnovatlve way to finance chlldren S educatlon called Cristo Rey, .
and they convinced Chicago's businesses to-become involved. It's interesting that the Jesuits took the initiative. | .
would hope that corporate- America would also take initiative. (Laughter.) But four days of the ‘week the chlldren
go to class and then on the fifth they report for work at some of Chlcago s most prestlglous firms.

"The busmesses get energetlc reInabIe workers for hlgh-turnover jobs. The students get a top -notch education plus -
“real work experience. They feel a sense of pride when they leave some of the city's most. dangerous

neighborhoods for the city's tallest skyscrapers. It's a program that is working, and many of the students take that B

»Usame sense of prlde and accompllshment to hlgher educatlon

. It's mterestmg to note that Cristo Rey is now mvolved in 19 cities. In other words good |deas can take hoId The

job of this conference is to provide a kind of go-by for people who share a sense of concern about our nation's
future. And hopefully from this summit good ideas will be spawning other good ideas -- at the federal level and the .
state and local Ievel at the corporate level, and then of course at the citizen IeveI

v ‘CitiZen‘s - you know, we're a -- we are a compassmnate rnatlon., What | see is Amerlca at its very best, which is.

these millions of acts of kindness and generosity that take place, and it doesn't require a government law.
Sometimes it takes a little higher authority than government to inspire people to acts of kindness and mercy. But it
happens all the time in America. It truly does. One-third of Americans who volunteer do so.through religious E
organizations. Many of them happen to be faith-based schools, by the way When you hear about an Amenca that -

- volunteers, many of the volunteers are at faith- based schools.

lwas struck by an"lnterestl‘ng story that came out of Memphls Tennessee. Ten years ago private. donors ‘ga\'/e .

approximately $15 million to the church in Memphis to help revive Catholic schools in the city's poorest .
neighborhoods ---assets exist -- they're worried about them going away, so rather than just watch schools close, -
somebody -- individuals did something about it by putting up $15 million. With the seed money, the diocese .
launched the Jubilee Schools initiative, and reopened Catholic schools that had been shuttered, actually in some
cases, for decades Today, 10 Jubilee schools serve more than 1,400 students. Eighty-one percent of these -
ch|Idren are not Catholic; nearly 96 percent live at or below poverty level v .

\ :
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With the help from Jubilee scholarshlp donors, tuition becomes whatever the family can afford. And the schools"
happen to be working, as well, which is really important. The program -- and the reason | can tell you is because

" test scores are up, they're not afraid to measure. You've got to be a Ilttle worried in our society when somebody

says, | don't think | want to measure. That's like saying, | don't want to be held to account. The problem with that.
line of reasoning is that when you're dealing with our children, it's unacceptable. Of course you should be held to j
‘account. We ought to praise those who achleve excellence, and call upon those who don't to change so they can
‘achleve excellence : ‘

”And so this school system is willing to measure, and it has been a great joy for the people of Memphis to watch
excellence spread. And | want to thank those who have put forth the money, and call on all citizens to find ways
_they.can contribute with their hearts to help educational entrepreneurs succeed -- is really what we're talking -
~ about, isn't it? Kind of mnovatron they're willing to challenge the status quo if lt's not working. | call |t educatlonal
entrepreneurshlp —-sol d consider yourself entrepreneurs socral entrepreneurs : »

Faith- based schools can contrnue to serve mner—crty chuldren and sometimes they can get a good boost from
higher education. It seems like to me it's -- when | was governor of Texas | tried to get.our higher education .
institutions to understand that rather than becoming a source of remediation, they ought to be a source of added
value. And one way to dosoisto help these schools early on, to make sure that chlldren don't sllp behind in the

basics. L

| was |mpressed by Notre Dame s Alllance for Cathollc Educatlon known as ACE Wthh prepares college
graduates to work as teachers in under-served Catholic schools. It's-an mterestrng way to participate in making
sure the Catholic schools and the faith-based schools stay strong, and that is to educate teachers - actually goin
~ the.classrooms to make sure that there's adequate instruction available. The people at Notre Dame commit to

teach for two years as they earn their master's degree in. education. And it turns out that when you get a taste for - - ‘

- being a teacher, that you tend to stay. And so today there are about 650 ACE teachers and graduates who work
: at Catholic schools across the country :

And there's a - | like the idea of these hlgher education’ lnstltutlons saylng, okay, here's what I can contnbute to
- making sure that elementary school and junior high school and high school education has hlgh standards and
excellence ‘And one way todoitis to support our faith-based schools all across the country :

\

~ And so thats what l ve come to talk to you about. Here are some ways - I mean, these are levels’ of soc:ety that sl
. ought to all be involved, and hopefully out of this meeting, that there's concrete action. We didn't.ask you to come
‘to Washington just to opine; we came and asked you to Washington to set good ideas out there for others to go -
by, because there's a lot of people in our country who share the same concern you share -- people understand =~
what we're talking about here. This is pretty practical stuff ThlS |sn't --these are down-to earth ideas on how to S
solve some of our nation's crltlcal problems o : :

‘ And so l m - let me end wrth a story here about Yadira Vleyra Yadira says she goes to Georgetow'n ’Unlversrty, »
and she sald -- | was asking if Yadira was gomg to be here so | could ask her to stand here in a minute, and a
fellow told me she's a little worried about missing class So whoever Yadira's teacher is, please blame it on me,

nother (Laughter) S . o

~Sheisa-- she was born in Mex1co -- Mexicana. And they moved to Chlcago probably to try to reallze a better life
-- I'm confident, to try to realize a better life. Mom and dad had a dream to give their family hope. There's no more
hopeful place in the world, by the way, than the United States of America. We shouldn't be surprised when people
f come to Amenca for a hopeful life. That's what America has been and should be. (Applause )

And then we shouldn't be surpnsed when the parents hope that thelr children get a great educatlon because
there's nothing more hopeful for a parent than to know their child is receiving'a good education. Well, that's what
Yadira's folks wanted for her. So when the time came -- time for her to go to high school came, they wanted
something better than a low- performlng high school. You know, one of the intéresting things about the -
accountability system -- a lot of people thlnk that the|r chlld .goes to the finest school ever, until the results get
posted. (Laughter ) :

And it's -- the whole purpose by the way, is not to embarrass anybody, it's not to scold anybody The whole
‘ purpose is to achieve excellence for-every person And so Yadira's parents I'm sure took a look at the school
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. system and sald there's a better way And so, guess what, she went to Cristo Rey, the program | just descrlbed
‘ to you And she was challenged by the school's rigorous academics. -

' If you set low standards guess what you're gorng to get? Low results If you believe in every child's worth and .

J every child can learn, it's important to set high standards and challenge the children, and that's what happened in
the school she went to. She was inspired by great teachers. She said she was motivated by the school's amazing
job program. And she is now at Georgetown University, one of the great schools -- universities in America. And -
guess what she wants to do when she leaves Georgetown? She wants to enroll in Notre Dame s ACE | program.
Yad|ra thanks for commg (Applause )

You erther;ust got an A -- (laughter) -- or an F. (Laughter.) Either case, we're glad you're here -- (laughter) -- and |
love your example And the reason why-it's important to have examples -- so that we get beyond the rhetoric and
realize that we're dealing with the human potential. Someday no telling what Yadira's.going to be:in life, but one
thing is for certain: it's going to be a productive citizen, and America will be better for it. And so we're glad you' re
here. Thank you for your spirit. Tell your parents, thank you. (Applause.) ‘ :

“And so let me close with what happened at National Stadium with His Holy Father. When he celebrated mass
there, one of the objects he blessed at the end of the mass was the new cornerstone of the Pope John.Paul the
Great High School in Arlington, Virginia. Isn't that interesting? I'm sure there was a lot of demands on HIS Hon
Father, but he took t|me to bless the cornerstone of a school.

7

And my hope |s is that we're Iaylr}g cornerstones for new schools here or revived schools; that we take the spirit

of the Holy Father and extend it throughout the country, and work for excellence for every child; to set high
~standards, and when we find- centers of excellence, not them go away, but to think of policy that will enable them

to not only exrst not only survive, but to thrive. It's in-our nation's interest. It's an important summit for Amerlca

| thank you for bringing your talents, your energres and your efforts. | thank you for caring deeply about our young:- ‘
And | thank you for being a part of what | believe is a necessary strategy to make sure Amerlca continues to be a
' hopeful place forall. God bless you. Thank you all. (Applause ) :

"END 10:53 AM. EDT e N )
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Fact Sheet: Provrdlng Greater Opportunltles for Our Chlldren by Ensurlng Access to

“Faith-Based Schools ,
White House Summit Explores Ways To Help Fa/th-Based And Other Public School AIternat/ves Serve Our o
Nat/on s Urban Students : R

& President Bush Attends White House Summit on Inner-City Children and

Faith-Based Schools - _ L
] White House Summit on Inner—Cltv Children and Faith- Based Schools & Wh'te_House Ne,ws e

€l In Focus: Education

vToday, Presudent Bush hosted a White House Summlt on Inner-Clty Children and Faith-Based Schools in
~Washington; D. C. The event brought together educators, policymakers, and community leaders to develop local
strategies to keep the doors of inner-city faith-based schools open to America's dlsadvantaged students. For.
many inner-city children across our Nation, America's faith-based schools provide an option for a better future. As
we continue working to improve urban public schools through the No Child Left Behind Act, we must also work to
preserve important educatronal alternatives for underserved students attending chronically underperformmg pubhc‘
- 'schools.

¢ Non-public schools, including faith-based schools, have helped educate generations of low-income
students, but they are disappearing at an alarming rate. According to the National Center for Education
Statistics, from 2000 to 2006, nearly 1,200 inner-city faith-based schools closed, displacing 425 000
students.

e To continue the promise of a quality education for every student, we must pursue mnovatlve
solutions to improve public education and keep our high-performing faith- based schools open as '
valuable education alternatives. ,

The Admlmstratlon Is Providing More Choices For Parents Of Chlldren Trapped In Underperformmq
Schools : ,

Prlvate schools servmg America's poorest children deliver a valuable public service. Federal funds support
religious institutions of higher learning and can heIp inner-city families find greater chorces for educatlng their:
chlldren

. President Bush calls on Congress to fund $800 million in scholarships for 21st Century Learning
‘Opportunities. These scholarships will give parents the opportunity to enroll their children in high-quality
after-school and summer school programs aimed at increasing student achievement, including programs
run by faith-based schools and other community organizations.

- ‘e In his 2008 State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed expanding scholarships for
students trapped in troubled public schools around the country through the Pell Grants for Kids -

program. Pell Grants for Kids would supplement State and local efforts to increase educational options for
low-income K-12 students enrolled in underperforming schools. Under the Pell Grants for Kids program
the Department of Education would make competitive awards to States, cities, local educational agencies,
and nonprofit organizations to develop K-12 scholarship programs for eligible low-income students
attending schools that have not made adequate yearly progress under No Child Left Behlnd for 5 years or
‘that have a graduation rate of less than 60 percent.

¢ In 2004, President Bush signed into law the D.C. Choice Incentive Act, which expands choices for
‘low-income students trapped in underperforming public schools. This law created Washington's -

*Opportunity Scholarship program, which has helped more than 2, 600 of the poorest children in our Nation's. -

caprtal find new hope at a faith-based or other non-public school. This program is showing signs of
success, and Congress.should reauthorize it so children can continue to beneflt from Washmgton S.

‘http://www.white"house_.gov/neWs/re1eases/2008/04/print/20080424-3.html e 5/28/2008



- Fact Sheet: Providing Greater Opportunities for Our Children by Ensuring Access to Fait... P_age 20f2°

- excellent private, charter, and faith-based schools.

Across The Countrv Citizens Are ’Com'mitted To Preéervinq America's Faith-Based Schools.-

Today's Summlt is addressing. how State and local governments, busmess communltles phllanthroplsts

"hlgher education mstltutlons and others can contribute to America's faith-based schools

Nearly 10 years ago, private donors gave approxnmately $15 m|II|on to the Diocese of Memphis to help
revive Catholic schools in the city's poorest neighborhoods. With this money, the Diocese launched the

- Jubilee Schools initiative and re-opened Catholic schools that had been shuttered for decades. Today, 10 Jubilee

schools serve more than 1,400 children: Eighty-one percent of these children are non-Catholic, and nearly 96
percent live at or below poverty level. With this strong academic program students' scores on a number of
standardized tests have gone up. :

Notre Dame's Alliance for Catholic Educatibn (ACE) prepares talented college ‘gra'duates to work as
“teachers in under-served Catholic schools. These graduates commit to teach for 2 years.as they earn their

masters degrees in education, yet many remain in Catholic schools long after the program ends. Today, about -
650 ACE teachers and graduates are at work in Catholic schools across the United States, |ncIud|ng in New
Orleans. ' . , a

In Chicago, a group of Je'subit priests established the Cristo Rey school where students work part-time for

‘local businesses to finance their Catholic school education. For four days a week, students go to class, and

on the fifth day, they report for work at some of Chicago's most prestigious firms and provide businesses with.
energetic, reliable workers for high-turnover jobs. In return, the students get a top-notch education and real- world
work expenence Today, there are 19 Crlsto Rey schools across the Nation. :

HHH#

Return to thls article at:

' http [Iwww. whltehouse gov/news/reIeases/2008/04/20080424 -3. html
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