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’ ’THE PRESIDENT Thanks for comlng 'Melvenia, thanks We are here because West V|ew Elementary School is" o
“an example of what'can happen when you have Ieadershlp that is: W|lI|ng to set hlgh standards andto hold people: P
. :to account and to reallze every child can Iearn T : L U

- ;;One of the thmgs that Ive Iearned as a Governor now. as the Presrdent that successful schools not only requwe a‘
'teachlng corps that.cares a lot, and parents involved in the school, but it requrres a pnncmal who'is willing to” ERaN
* challenge mediocrity. And so, Melvenia, you're right. We're here because you've been:successful. And the results AL
-~ show it. This school had been measured during the measurement process. The early measurement process | had IR
" “been a school that wasn't performing the way that you wanted it, or any crtlzen of Knoxvulle Tennessee would e
i ,want ln other words it was below standards Il . : T i

- ‘And now |ts exemplary in math; above: standards in readung
- You're accompllshlng that which we all want, and that is not one
...~ single child be’ left behind:in the state of Tennessee and the crty o)
- Knoxville. You re domg a great job Thank you for your hosprtallty.
N (Applause ) i _ '

b mentloned the No. Chl|d Left Behmd Act We re here to dISCUSS
" that piece of bipattisan legtslatlon Itis leglslatlon which | would
~ call historic, because for the first time, the federal government is -

‘ .spendlng more money, and now asking for results. See, in the -
- past it used' to be we would send a check and. hope somethlng
‘ -happened ; AT : :

o And now the federal government is sendlng checks at’ record amounts 1 mlght add, for Tltle l students and
- - teacher training and reading programs. But: we're now saying, listen, we trust you. We trust the Melvenlas of the
world and the teachers to accompllsh a m|SS|on why don't you ;ust show us that you are L RIEIT

_"And so we' ve worked W|th states and IocaI governments to develop an accountabrlrty system aII around the O
~ country, accountablllty systems which says that, first of all, we believe inthe worth and the intelligence of. every s b
*.~ child, an"accountability system that.says, let us know whether or not every child is- learnlng, an accountabllrty e
~ “system that tests curriculum to determine whether they re worklng, accountabrllty systems that enable us to’ SRRt
‘)address problems early before they re too late.- ‘ R o : ey

5 The No Chlld Left Behlnd Act is a: great prece of Ieglslatlon whrch is. makmg a drfference around our country S
S "We've got some people here from around America that are going:to discuss what they re doing 1 to accompllsh the .
- . ~national objectlve ina posmve way. The natlonal objectlve is to. challenge the soft blgotry of Iow«expectatlons and _
- to rarse the standards for every smgle chrld : , S

4You don't know unless you measure Llsten Ive heard every excuse |n the book about measurement you re R '
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- -- reading tests are increasing for fourth graders. We re makrng a -
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testing too much, you're teaching the tests, don't test. If you don't test, you have a system that just shuffles the
'kids through. And that's unaoceptable It's unacceptable to quit on a kid early, and just say, move through and
s hope you learn. What you've got to do is measure to determine where they are, and then you can compare
/drstrrcts and compare states : .

And as a result of strbng accountability measures‘and good teachers -
and more funding, the results are positive, the fourth grade math test
-scores around the nation are up nine points since 2000. In other
words, we're beginning to achieve -- meet national objectives, which
is a more literate group of students. The reading -- the eighth grade
math scores are up five pomts Fourth graders are now testing above

drﬁerence

| say, we. It's not the federal government that's making the difference. ..
‘The federal government is a funding mechanism for Title | students, -
for some teacher training programs. The truth of the matter is, the
‘responsibility for educational excellence resides at the local level. Teachers must be free to teach pnncrpals must
be free to lead, superintendents of schools must be comfortable with making changes where change is needed.
The best education policy is local control of schools. And that's exactly what s another part of the No Child Left
Behrnd Act that's important for you all to understand . ‘ .

We ve got some people here in the audience | want to mtroduce before I get to our panel that know somethrng
about education. They're on the front lines of education reform. But before | do so, speaking about a guy whois

" on the front line of education reform, the United States Senator from the great state of Tennessee, Lamar

Alexander, is with us. He was a former governor, was willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations
before it was cool to challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. He did an excellent job as the Secretary of
Education under old Number 41 -- (laughter) -- and is now a fine Unlted States Senator Senator, I'm honored

. ‘you re wrth us today. (Applause )

Jlmmy Duncan and Zach Wamp and Bill Jenkins and Marsha Blackburn are aII members of the Unlted States
Congress. Of course this is Jimmy's district, as he was quick to point out at the airport. (Laughter.) And he invited
the three other congresspeople with us today. But these are fine members of the.Congress. These are people
that believe in the value and worth of every single child. They understand that public education is a top domestic -
priority of this administration. | thank them for being here and | apprecrate your good work on thls |ssue Thanks -
for coming. (Applause.) : : .

' Charles Lindsey is wlth us. Hes‘the Superintendent of the. Knox County sChools Charles, I'm honored you re:
here. | appreciate you coming. (Applause )-Bill Haslam is.the mayor, newly elected mayor. Where are you, Bill?

Thanks for coming. I'm glad you're here. (Applause.) My only advice is to fill the potholes and collect the garbage. "

,- (Laughter.) Mike Ragsdale, who is the Mayor of Knox County, rs wrth us. Thank you for comlng, Mr. Mayor |
o apprecrate you bemg here _

“Imeta fellow at the airport named Nat Foster. You probably havent heard of Nat Where are you, Nat? Oh, there = |

you are. Thanks for comrng Nat is a -- | told him at the airport, | said, you're a drill sergeant in the army of -

~ compassion. You see, Nat is a -- one of millions of our fellow citizens who has heard the call to love a neighbor

just like you'd like to be loved yourself, and is a mentor. He understands what | know, that the strength of the .

country is the heart and.soul of our fellow citizens. The fact that people are willing to take time out of their busy life o

and to tutor a child, to serve as a role model for a child, and to teach a Chl|d how to read isa defmlng part of the

Amerrcan crvrc scene. ,

And I»appreciate-Nat 'Foster being here. I\appreciate his Willingness to serve as' an example for others. January |
happens to be National Mentoring Month. | hope others in the Knoxville area and all around Tennessee-- and the -

o country, for that matter -- follow the lead of a soldier in the army of compassion like Nat, and serve your country,

and your state, and your community by finding a child who needs adult guidance, and mentor, to serve as an -
example We can change Amerrca one heart and one souI and one conscience at a time. (Applause )

1'm joined today by the Secretary of Education. He was the Superrntendent of Schools in Houston Texas when I
“wasthe Governor I saw flrsthand his deep desire to defeat mediocrity, to msrst upon excellence for every srngle o
http://www.whitehouse. gov/news/releases/2004/01/prinit/20040108-3.html " Y 14/2008
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<

: 3"‘ch|ld regardless of thelr background He had a deep understandlng that every Chlld can learn, and the system

must understand that. .

L m comfortable in asking the‘Congre‘ss for more money in.the '05 budget which | will do. We've' |ncreased the

Title | disadvantaged students spending by 52 percent since fiscal year '01. The teachers and principal program |s'
up by 39 percent. The reading programs are up by-over 400 percent. The reason I'm comfortable:is because 1 ‘

- know that at the helm of the Department of Education, we have a man who knows that putting money into a bad
'system is not money well spent. Puttmg money into a system that believes in.the:worth-of every child and is

 focused on results is money well spent. And that man is. Rod Palge Rod thank you for j jomlng us Id be glad to -
: ,have some comments (Applause) ’ : ,

' You ve got»somethlng to say?

'SECRETARY PAIGE: Well, Mr. President, | do.

“THE PRESlDENT: Bebause you better. (Laughter.) -~

* k ok kK

THE‘PRESlDENT'Thank you, Rod. You see, what he's sayingis:’ if you belleve certain klds can't learn, gu‘ess E /
what, they're not going to. If you believe certain children, based upon the color of their skin, can't learn, they won't.’

- “And the system will reflectthat. Basically, at some school districts, | hate to say, the tendency.is to say; let's just

move them through. They can't learn, therefore, why measure, why determine, why don't we just get them out of - '

- the way? That's unacceptable to America. It's unacceptable to our Secretary of Education: | appremate the
, ,attrtude of bustlng the status quo. when the status quo |s not meetlng the great dreams of our country

Public.education, we've got to-getit nght It's the gateway to hope. It is essentlal for th|s country to have a publlc '
education system that responds to the needs of every child so that we can meet great objectives for this country.
It's trite, it' s been said alot, but it's true: The future of the country depends on our capacnty to educate every Chlld._» :

‘A person who understands that is Dr. Jlm Pughsley from the Charlotte Mecklenburg Publlc School system Hes R

the,Superlntendent of Schools. And he and Rod have been Superintendents before. But the reason why he has -

been invited is because he brings an extraordinary record as the Superintendent of Schools. Seven years: ago, - f
“African-American fifth graders, reading at grade level in the state of North Carolina, were at'35 percent in‘hjs =

district. Today, they're at78 percent (Applause ) All fifth graders seven years ago were at 59 percent And now ‘

' they re at 86 percent

: *****'

: So not only has it been lmprovement for all students, the mlnonty knowledge gap has closed dramatlcally 1'l'let
- Jim tell'you why, but as a result of these great results and his leadership and the leadership, obviously - I'm-sure

he'll tell you -- of principals and teachers who get it; who understand that every child matters, he was named the

2003 Supenntendent of the Year by the National Allrance of Black School Educators

Welcome Im glad you re here Jlm Thanks for comlng (Applause)

THE PRESIDENT I'l drop a fancy word on you called dlsaggregate He said, we're drsaggregatmg results

- We're focusing not just on the whole, we're trymg to understand whethér or not a black child is Iearmng ora
'Hlspanlc child is learning. In other words, we're unwilling to accept the past, where everybody was just kind of x
‘measured all together. What we want to know, is we want to know specmcally who is succeeding, and who is not.

. And the No Child Left Behmd Act prowdes addltlonal federal money to stay focused on those chlldren who. need e
: help early ' : : ,

And that s an'essential part. You see, these school dlstrrcts measure. They see a chrld needs a l|ttle extra help in"

reading or an after-school program. There is. money |n the budget to focus on that chrld ‘And that s’an essentlal

.»change an essentlal reform.
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Kathy Cox, who is the State School Superlntendent from the great state of Georgra has joined us. She was a
classroom teacher for 15 years. She is now the Executive Director of the Department of Education. I'm: honored
you re here Why don't you share wrth us'your expenences in the great state of Georgra

*****.

THE PRESIDENT l want to pick up on two pornts she made. One is truancy and parental involvement. There's
nothing like test results being published to get the attention of a parent. A lot of parents believe in the best, of -
course, and they believe that the school their child goes to was meeting all kinds of standards and is.an-excellent
" school. After all, they've been told that. That may not be the case. And so when you begin to publlsh the test
results it does enhance parental mvolvement It encourages:the parent to become mvolved ‘

What the No Chlld Left Behind Act does, it not only provides extra help for a child that needs help early, it also
gives parents more options in the process. A parent can take money and send that child to an after-school
tutoring program -- by the way, tutoring programs, the sponsor of which can be public-sector or private-sector .
programs. The child can send the -- the parent can send the child to another public school. In other words, there
is a consequence v :

Because one of the principles in the No Child Left Behind Act is we're not going to leave children trapped in
schools that will not teach or change. There's time for schools to change. There's time for schools to. use the
accountability system to determine whether or not they're using the right curriculum or not. But there has to be an

end to.mediocrity at some point in time, and that's what the -- for the parents, as far as the parents are concerned, -

so the parents have got a lot of different optlons now available when a school takes Title | money And that sa
.very, |mportant reform - .

" But the most rmportant part of the reform is that parents are now becomlng more involved in therr schools After
all, the child's first teacher is @ mom or a dad. And it's essential, as.the principal will tell you, that the more civic

involvement you get with your schools, the more parental involvement you get with your schools;, the more likely.it -

is that school is going to be able to meet the objectrves of the No Child Left Behind Act.

Speakrng about people who understand the need to use a curnculum that works, Norm Mishelow is with us; he is
a principal at the Baron Elementary School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He has.come south for some warm weather.
' (Laughter ).Didn't work. (Laughter )

MR. MISHELOW | thrnk it's the same temperature here as there

THE PRESIDENT That s right. (Laughter.) One of the things we've done is' we've at the federal Ievel puta.
primary focus on reading. As | mentioned to you, the amount of reading money now available is an increase of
400 percent over the last three years. And what's important-about reading programs is they-actually work - not
that they sound good, but they actually achieve the objective. And the way to determine whether or not readrng
programs work is to measure. If a child can read, it will show up on an -accountability system

And, Norm, why don't you tell us about what we call research- based reading programs and tell us about your
school and what you're doing.

* .k k k %

THE PRESIDENT: A couple of observations. First of all, we're learning what works when it comes to reading. It's
" not guess work anymore. For a while it was a guess work. You might remember the great debates, capsulized --
whole language versus phonics. There was a lot of political capital expended over that. And all of a sudden the.
g accountabrllty system starts to clarify reality. And as Norm mentioned, they've chosen a program and a curriculum
- that is'now working. Why do we know? Because they measure. They're able to tell because there is a
measurement:standard. The other thing that happens when Norm's school-does well, other schools say, wait a .
minute, old Norm doesn't seem to be all that good, how is he able to do what he's doing? (Laughter )

MR MlSHELOW Who are you talklng to?

-http://www._whitehouse;gdv/névys/releases/2004/0v1/print/20040108-3,h_tml ' R -4/l4/2008
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THE PRESIDENT: Well -- (laughter) -- just guessing, Norm. (Laughter.) But it serves as a go by. See, when you
have accountability and you lay the results out for everybody to see, all of a sudden people start saying, what's
Norm doing that I'm not doing? Because as Norm mentioned to you, he's taken a school of children who -- as we

- say -- used to say, tough to educate, and showrng what can happen. | appreciate, Norm, your Ieadership You
said you've got a-great staff. You do. If also - you re an educational entrepreneur, somebody who.is willing to
focus on what works. And thank you for what you re dorng | apprecrate -- | know the people of Milwaukee are
thrilled that you are where you are.

: With us, as well, is Margie Willis Grace Christian Elementary, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Grace Christian is a Title |
- school, receives Title | money. Title |, by the way, for those who aren't aware of the term, are federal monies
aimed at economically disadvantaged kids. It's an important part of the federal funding -- the education funding
program. It's a commitment that the federal government has made, erI continue to make

But Margie isa literacy coach That's an interesting term, isn't it? She is -- has met -- the students have met
* expectations. TeII us about your school, Margle Tell us what you re domg, and tell.us how you've been so
successfui ‘ , , : i

***g*

THE PRESIDENT | apprecrate you. Thank you so much (Applause.) By the way, research- based reading means

phonics, in essence. And it is -- it works. It works, and we know it works, and you've heard personal testimony that

it does work. And | would urge schools that aren't using research-based reading programs to take a look at them.
If you're not meeting standards, listen to the personal testimony of people in the front line of public education, and
listen to the joy in their voices about achieving fantastic results and ‘watching all the kids from aII walks of Iife all
economic backgrounds succeeding . : :

Il never forget one trme we were in Houston and Rod had a -- he didn't call her a reading -- a Iiteracy coach. He
called her a reading czar. But anyway -- czarina in this case. And she stood up and said, reading is the new civil

tight. And we'te getting it right in more and more schools. | want to thank both of you all for belng on the front o
edge of change Thank you for your examples.

Jerry Hodges is W|th us today He's the Executive Director of Project GRAD based right here in Knoxvrlle
“ Tennessee. Project GRAD is a non- profit trying to close the achievement gap by talklng about and spreading
curriculum that works Thanks for coming.: - .

‘THE PRESIDENT: Well, | appreciate it. Thanks, good job. Thank you. (Applause.)

Non-profits, corporate Tennessee, people who care about the future of your state need to follow the example of
Project GRAD and become involved in your school districts.| appreciate the Superintendent and the school board
members for reaching out and understanding that educational excellence is a local responsibility. People really
shouldn't hope that the federal government develops the blue prlnt for success That's not our role

- And you don't want a one-size-fits-all education approach. You want a -- the best education reform comes when

the local people decide to reform, when your principals reform, when the people running at the state level reform, -
~ when businesses and local community Ieaders say, wait a minute ‘we're not happy with the way thlngs are, Iet S,
change fof the- good of everybody : , L

And that's what's taking place here in Knox County schools. | want to thank you for that Listen, | want to thank -
you all for coming. I'm honored our panel came from around the country to share with us the stories of success.
And by the way, we're just beginning in America. See, one of these days, we won't have enough room on the
stages as we bring people from all around the country to talk about what is happening, the tremendous success

~-as a result of the No Child Left Behind Act. I'm honored you all came. | want to thank you again for behevrng in

every child and rarsrng that bar and belrevrng in the worth of every mdrvrdual

May ,God bless your work, and may God‘continue tobie_ss our country. ‘Thank you for 'coming,:'(AppIause.) |

‘http:/YWWWLWhitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/0l’/pri»:nt/2010v40108'.—3.html'- -~ 4/14/2008
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Fact Sheet PreS|dent Bush Celebrates 2nd Annlversary of No Chlld Left Behmd Act

Today s Presudentlal Actlon

- In avisit to West View Elementary School in Knoxwlle Tennessee Pre3|dent Bush celebrated the second
. anniversary of the signing of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 with educators from across the Natron and
' announced-new resources to make areal dlfference for America's schools. :

President Bush S overall Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 budget represents a 48% increase for elementary and secondary
educatlon smce FY 2001. It includes an addltlonal :

* $1 b|II|on in Title l fundlng for dlsadvantaged students, for a total that represents a 52% mcrease smce FY '
2001. . . R

o $138 mllllon for readlng programs fora total that is over four tlmes the amount spent in FY 2001.
e $1 b||||on for special education programs, in total an mcrease of 75% slnce FY 2001

Through the No Child-Left Behmd Act these hlstonc levels of support are combined with’an unprecedented
‘commitment to achlevmg high standards and accountability to ensure that America's schools are producing real
-results for every child in America. And the new law has already begun to make a- dlfference for students, teachers
‘and administrators across the United States. ‘ , ‘

~Two Years of Accomplishment With No Child Left Behind AR . o o -* B

ngh Standards and Accountablllty Slnce President Bush S|gned No Child Left Behlnd (NCLB) |nto law, all )

- states have a plan in place to ensure that all students become profrcnent at reading and math and that

- achievement gaps are closed between students of different socio-economic backgrounds. States, districts, and
schools are using their unique accountability plans to measure the progress of student achievement, report
“student and school progress to parents, identify for improvement those schools not making adequate yearly - }
-progress, provide support for the improvement of schools and districts, and prowde optlons - mcludmg public-
school ch0|ce and tutonng -- for children |n underperformlng schools : _ e

« "When President Bush entered offlce in January 2001 only 11 states were in full compllance with | prevrous
- Federal education-accountability standards. On June 10, 2003, Presrdent Bush announced that aII 50 states
have approved accountability plans under NCLB. : - I :

Fleadmg First and Early Readmg First: Pre3|dent Bush proposed and 3|gned into Iaw the' Readlng First and

- Early Reading First initiatives as part of his unequivocal commitment to ensuring that every child can read by the .
- third grade. These programs enable more chlldren to receive smentmcally “based readlng |nstruct|on programs in
the early grades : : S : , :

e Al 50 States and the District of Columbla have approved Readlng Flrst plans to-ensure that every Chl|d is
‘ - reading on grade level by the end of the third grade. :

e ‘As-of October 1, 20083, $1.78 billion'in Readmg First funds have been- dlstnbuted to the states that have
provided training to-tens of thousands of teachers and provided instructional materials. In addition, since the
passage of No Child Left Behind, states have received almost $200 mlllron in‘funds for early chrldhood

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/01/print/20040108-Lhtml -~~~ “4/10/2008
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readlng efforts through such mrtratlves as Early Readlng Flrst and the Early Chtldhood Educator Profes3|ona| e
Development program. . :

Extensive technical assistance has been. made avallable to states districts, and schools as they develop and
implement their Reading First programs. The. Department of Education recently awarded a $36.8 million -
contract to establish the National Center for Reading First Technical Assistance to provide ongonng, high-.

~quality technical assistance to states, districts and schools by the country ] Ieadmg experts in the '
|mplementatron of scientifically-based reading mstructlon

Options Available for Parents

Supplemental Services -- Using tutoring money provided under NCLB, parents can select from the over
1600 supplemental service providers approved by the states. With this option, parents, for the first time can
find a program that is focused, rigorous, and directed at the specific needs of their child. :

Falth- and Communlty-Based Organizations -- To expand the optlons avallable to parents more than
$1.7 billion per year has been made accessible to faith- and community-based organizations through NCLB,

- enabling these groups to receivé grants and to provide quality supplemental educational services. Faith- and

community-based providers can participate in the 21st Century Community Learnlng Centers after school

program, the Title |-Supplemental Educational Services program that provides extra academic help for

disadvantaged students, the Early Reading First program, and physical education programs.

‘More Information for Parents -- Under NCLB, states and school districts publish report cards ‘Showing how
‘well students in each socio-economic sub- group are achrevmg so communltles and parents can know how ‘

well thelr schools are doing.

Supporting What Works |

Instltute for Educatlon Sclences -- The Institute of Educatlon Sciences reflects the rntent of the PreS|dent
and Congress to advance the field of education research, making it more rigorous in support of evrdence- ’
based education and therefore a critical component to the success of No Child Left Behind.

Data Management Tools - Additionally, in September 2003, President Bush with Secretary Paige .
announced the School Information Partnership, a unique public-private partnership designed to assist states

in meeting the letter and the spirit of NCLB as it relates to educational data reporting. Through the financial

support of the Broad Foundation and the Department of Education, states have been given the opportunity,
at no cost for the next two years, to report and analyze certain data through an easy-to-use web-based
service. Further, the Partnershlp will enable states and their districts to communicate educational data to.

w parents, educators, and the general public, consistent with the requwements of NCLB ‘While. provrdlng

policymakers with better information to |mprove decision- maklng

Unspent Federal Funds Available: No Child Left Behind has: made S|gn|f|cant new resources avatlable to states
and local school districts, but some states and school districts have not been able to take full advantage of these
resources. According to the Department of Education, as of December 11, 2003, a totaf of nearly $6 billionin°
Federal education funds remained unspent, waiting to be drawn down by state offrcrals These funds are from
amounts approprlated in 2000 through 2002. :

.. The total mcludes nearly $2 brlllon in No Child Left Behind Title | funds mtended to benefit dlsadvantaged

L _

children across America. The total also includes more than $1.6 billion in.unspent No Child Left Behind
school improvement funds that provide extra help to struggllng schools, and nearly $2 billion to assist
children with disabilities. Some of the money has been in the account since flscal year 2000 more than a

year before No Chlld Left Behrnd ‘was even enacted L N v

In Tennessee alone, more than $116 million in Federal educatlon funds have not been spent mcludlng
nearly $43 million in No Child Left Behind Title | funding for disadvantaged students and schools that was’

* provided by Congress from fiscal year 2000 through.fiscal year 2002. The total also includes more than $33

million in unspent No Child Left Behind school improvement funds that are meant to be used to provude extra“
help to schools and more than $30 mlllron to assist chrldren with dlsabllltles :

http://WWW.Whitehousc.gov/news/releases/2004701/prinU2004O10“84lll.htrvrtl‘ L : _4/10/2008
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WASHINGTON . . T

March 9, 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: ' MARGARET SPELLINGS =~

FROM:  HOLLY KUZMICH
: J

SUBJECT: -'H}GHLY:QUALIFIED TEACHER FLEXIBILITY AND OUTREACH =~

Purpose

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires that, no later than the end of the 2005-06 school - -
 year, all public elementary and secondary school teachers of core academic subjects be “highly
qualified.” Many States have argued that the qualification requirements for secondary school
teachers are too rigorous, and schools have complained that the requirements are hard to implement,
especially with regard to teachers who teach multiple subjects and teachers in‘rural areas.

The Department of Education will continue to work with States on ways they can exercise existing
flexibility provided by NCLB. Additionally, Secretary Paige will announce changes to ,
Departmental policies to give States additional flexibility in this area. Because States are beginning -
to hire teachers for the 05-06 school year, Secretary Paige would like to announce the changes in- .
the near future. : S ' T

Béckgr’ound -

Under NCLB'’s highly qualified teacher requirements, elementary school teachers must have a
‘bachelor's degree and state certification and pass a state test. The rules for secondary school ,
~ teachers are more complex. They must have a bachelor’s degree and state certification and satisfy . -

one of the following requirements: pass a rigorous state test in each subject that the teacher teaches;
have an undergraduate major or graduate degree in each subject that the teacher teaches; or meeta
High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation (HOUSSE) in each subject that the teacher
teaches. HOUSSE is a flexible way for veteran teachers to demonstrate subject matter competency

" through a combination of their experience, continuing education and through other means, as
defined by the state. : R —_—

. Last summer, Secretary Paige announced the formation of the Teacher Assistance Corps (TAC) to
~support state implementation of the highly qualified teacher provisions in NCLB. The Department -
" has sent experts to 49 States to explain the requirements of the law and answer policy questions.

*Schools raised particular concerns that secondary school teachers who teach multiple subjects must -
~ satisfy numerous requirements, which make the requirements particularly difficult to meet in rural
areas. ’ o ‘ -




o Lo B
Discussion ’ ) :

- To address these concerns, the Departmem would like to take the following’step's: s
" Provide Guidance on Existing Flexibility in NCLB

~ » Highly Qualified Middle School Teacher Requirements: Clarify that States have the
- authority to define what constitutes elementary and middle school, consistent with State law or
policy. For example, a State may determine that a teacher teaching general sixth-grade content -
at a middle school is subject to the elementary school requirements, but that an eighth-gréde
algebra teacher must satisfy the secondary school requirements. '

o HOUSSE for Veteran Teachers: Clarify that States may use the HOUSSE to evaluate the
skills and expertise of existing teachers; these teachers are not required to go back to school,
which is a misconception frequently found in the field. o

A - Provide New Flexibility i

% Flexibility for Rural Teachers: As a matter of Aenforcemem‘ policy, allow ﬂexibilify in

' implementing the highly qualified teacher requirements in small, rural school districts. The
4900 districts (out of approximately 15,000 total school districts) eligible for funding under the.

-+ NCLB Small, Rural Achievement Program qualify for this flexibility. - '

Under this policy, eligible school districts may permit teachers to teach multiple subjects for
three years without satisfying requirements in every subject, provided that they meet '
requirements for at least one of the subjects they teach and the school district provides high-’
quality professional development and intensive supervision in the additional subjects, as defined
by the State. After three years, teachers must satisfy requirements for each subject taught.

" »  Multiple Subject HOUSSE Procedures: Inform States of the flexibility available to them to
‘allow teachers of multiple subjects to demonstrate competency through one set of HOUSSE
- procedures. While this flexibility is already in the law, no State has taken advantage of'it.. For
example, a State could develop one HOUSSE procedure for teachers teaching multiple subjects
within a disciplinary family such as history, civics, and geography, instead of making them go
through the HOUSSE procedure three times in three different but related subjects. .

> Clarify‘Requirements for Science Teachers: A}léw States more flexibility to deteri_nine _
~ competency requirements in the sciences. For example, if a State currently certifies teachers in

a general field of science, a State may evaluate competency 1n science generally, rather than in
specific scientific fields, such as physics, chemistry, and biology: ' o

The Department will also provide new technical assistance to States in implementing these rules
through summer institutes on strategic teaching and by launching a website

(www.teacherquality.us) with best practices. Additionally, the Department will reiterate its -
‘commitment to enforcement of the highly qualified teacher data reporting required under NCLB.




When States were required to report to the Department of Education in September of 2003 the
_percentage of classes taught by highly qualified teachers, 10 States were still gathering their data -
and 16 States did not yet have data collection systems in place to gather and report the data. The
Department placed conditions on these 26 States” grant awards requiring them to comply by July 1,
2004. The Department is prepared to delay the release of their July 1 Title I funding until the States
~ satisfy these data reporting issues, and will work with them in the coming months to ensure their
- compliance. This proactive announcement will ensure that States satisfy the requirements before

I

any decisions have to be made by the Secretary this summer to withhold Title [ funds.
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INFORMATION v
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: ~  MARGARET SPELLINGS

FROM: ~ HOLLYKUZMICH |

SUBIECT: ~ PARTICIPATION RATE FLEXIBILITY UNDER NO CHILD LEFT
© - BEHIND , , o |

. Purpose

‘ T(i update you on additional ﬂexibili_ty that the Department of Education will announce on
Monday, March 29, on participation rates under No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

‘Background
" In order to make adequate yearly progress (AYP) under NCLB, schools must satisfy two general -
‘requirements: (1) they must meet annual performance objectives in reading and math for the

school and each subgroup of students (white, African-American, Hispanic, low-income,

disabled, and limited English proficient); and (2) at least 95% of all students in a school and cach
subgroup within that school must participate in the state assessment (which is referred to as a
school’s “participation rate”). If the participation rate falls below 95% for the school or any
subgroup within the school, it is identified as not making AYP.  The 95% provision was

includéd in NCLB because, too often, certain children were exempted from assessments, and

thus from the accountability system, which led to a false picture of the academic performance of
the school. : - e ' ' '

- Examination of the first year’s data and anecdotal reports shows that there are circumstances in
which schools have been identified as not making AYP based upon the absence of only a small
number of students. Furthermore, the Department of Education has received complaints that

- some small schools have been identified as needing improvement only because one student in

* one smaller subgroup was absent the day the test was administered.

On Monday, the Department of Education will announce a policy permitting states to average
their participation rate with up to 2 previous years of data (for a 3-year average). This will help

- even out any one-year aberrations in participation rates but will still hold schools to a high
standard. The statute already provides for the three-year averaging of assessment data. The
Department will also clarify that states may exclude from the participation rate the calculation of




| - emergency.

students who are absent during the entire testing peridd due to a documented, significant medical

This new policy is consistent with the statutory language and can be accomplished by a guidance -

“letter to the states. Any state that chooses to exercise this flexibility will be required to submit an -

amendment to its state plan.

" Effect of this Announcement

‘Data from a sampling of states show that the effect of this policy will vai'y from state to state, but
~ that there will be a visible reduction in the number of schools identified as not making AYP

based solely on participation rates. In a few states, among the schools that did not make AYP,

over half of them did not make AYP based solely on participation rates. In other states, the
‘numbers are very minimal. Most states will be somewhere in between, where of the schools that

did not make AYP, 10-30% did not make AYP based solely on participation rates. We cannot

" calculate, however, how many of these schools will benefit from the policy since we only have
one year of data and we do not know whether schools will repeatedly miss the 95% target or
" fluctuate from year to year. It is important to announce this proposal now as testing for the

2003-2004 school year will be occurring in the next few months, and this round will provide the
second year of participation rate data for schools. - Do

nog

~
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
 THROUGH: MARGARET SPELLINGS |
| ./‘FROM:-Y DAVID DUNN -
RE ‘v - Nov'Child Left Behlnd Irnplementatlon‘
Sulnmarv | : | a

: : _ :
School dlStI‘lCtS —in addmon to school campuses will be identified for 1mprovement
- under No Child Left Behind for the first time this year. Early data indicate that in many
states 90-95 percent of the districts would be identified for improvement. Tennessee
submitted a creative amendment to their state accountability plan to lower the number of
* districts identified within the parameters of the law. This proposal will have virtually no
effect on students ‘Secretary Paige mtends to approve this proposal DPC concurs.

'Background

}

. The pnmary focus 'of No Child Left: Behmd (NCLB) is the school buxldmg But for the
first time, NCLB also requires that school districts achieve annual student performance
targets aimed at 100 percent proﬁcxency by 2013-14. Districts are identified for

~ improvement if they fail to meet their performance target for two years in a row. ’I‘hls

-year is the ﬁrst year that districts w1ll be 1dent1ﬁed under NCLB

NCLB allows states to set separate performance targets for elementary, mlddle and hlgh
~ schools. To date, for states using this approach states and the Department of Education

(DoEd) have mterpreted the law to require that districts must meet targets for each of
~-these grade spans | in both readmg and math for each student sub-group \

_ Smce dlstncts can be held accountable for three grade spans — elementary, mlddle and~ - ¢
high — compared to only one at the school level, they have to meet three times as' many
performance targets. (See attached charts.) Many states, including most Southem states, - SN
indicate that virtually all districts will be identified for improvement this year. For

\ Bl example Tennessee has indicated that 92 percent of thexr school dxstncts will be on the .
o needs 1mprovement llst :

States are. allowed to submit amendments to thelr accountablhty plans to DoEd As part
of this process, Tennessee submitted a creative proposal for identifying school districts.
Tennessee uses two grade spans, elementary and middle/high schools. Tennessee
proposes to identify districts for improvement only if a student group misses the target in
both grade spans in the same year. Data indicate this would reduce the number of

districts identified for improvement from 92 percent to 65 percent of the districts i in
Tennessee :




(

Though neither the law nor Secretary Paige label these schools as failing, the press and
the general public inevitably do. The Secretary and many education reform advocates

- believe that labeling 90 percent of the schools districts as “failing” will not pass the
~_common sense test and could erode public support for the law:

- Districts identified for improvement face significant consequences. They must set aside

~ 36 percent of their Title I funds for school improvement plans, transportation for school
choice and tutoring services. Further, under DoEd rules, districts on the needs ’

. improvement list may not be a tutoring provider under NCLB. Additionally, they lose

~access to the funds transferability provisions that are an important part of the ﬂex1b11|ty

prov1ded by NCLB.

Though the policy proposa] allows some dlstncts to avoid 51gn1ﬁcant fiscal and

~ management consequences, it has little or no impact on parents and students. - The
proposal has no impact on the identification of school campuses for lmprovement
Parents in schools identified for improvement would retain the opportumty to move their
“student to a higher performing public school or access tutoring services. In fact, the
policy might preserve options for parents if i it keeps a school dlsmct that has been
dlrectly providing tutormg services off the needs improvement list.

,The Tennessee proposal improves the common sense validity of NCLB protects options
for parents and students and helps states manage the school districts that need the most
help. Unless you object, Secretary Paige intends to approve this proposal. DPC

* . recommends you allow the Secretary to approve this proposal

We expect other states to take note of this approval and submit requests for similar
amendments to their plan next year.. This proposal has been met with some concern on - -
~ the Hill. Chairmen Boehner and Gregg have asked that the DoEd implement it in such a

way asto stave off an avalanche of similar requests from other states
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" THE WHITE HOUSE FROM ORM
WASHINGTON | |
July 30,2004

"INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEI\T

 THROUGH: MARGARET SPELLINGS |
 RROM:  HOLLY KUZMICH | |

RE: © NoChild Left Behind Results

‘Su'mx\narv ,

Over the past several months, several studies have been released on the 1mplementatlon of No
Child Left Behind (NCLB). In addition, states have recently started to release their annual lists
“of schools in need of improvement under NCLB, and these lists will continue to be released over
the next two months. North Carolina, Oregon, and Delaware are expected to releasé their lists
next week. So far, news has been positive, and states are beginning to see increases in student
achievement and a closing of the achievement gap. While the national press continues to report

about many of the critics of NCLB we wanted to hlghhght several positive stones that show
NCLB is working. -

The Education Commission of the States also recently released a report indicating that states
have made significant progress in implementing NCLB, but we realize there are still areas to

- improve in implementation and we will continue to work with the Department of Education to

address these areas. While we cannot expect every state to have positive news, we are optimistic
that the trend will continue, and we will continue to provxde you periodic updates as states
release performance data.

Results

- Urban Schools Nationwide

e According to a study released in March by the Council of Great City"Schoo‘ls, the
achievement gap — in both reading and math, in urban schools ~ between African Americans
and whites, and Hispanics and whites, is narrowing. - Between the 2001-2002 and 2002-2003
school years (the period since enactment of NCLB), the percentage of urban 4" graders -
scoring at or above proficiency levels on their respective state reading tests increased from

- 42.9 percent to 47.8 percent — an increase of 4.9 percentage points. The percentage of urban
4™ graders scoring at or above proficiency levels on their respective state math tests '
‘increased from 44.2 percent to 51.0 percent — an increase of 6.8 percentage points. Reports

from previous years showed that the numbers of urban students approaching proficiency




were increasing, but the Council of Great City Schools did not see large numbers meeting or
exceeding proficiency until this most recent report. In testimony before the House Education
* and Workforce Committee, Dr. Mike Casserly, the Executive Director of the Council of
~Great City Schools, credited NCLB for helping to focus attention on improving. student
' achlevement in the Nation’s big-city schools.

_ Chicago

R/

e Inan April Chicago Sun-Times analysis, Chicago public school children who transferred

from schools in need of improvement to higher performing schools under NCLB

showed substantial improvements in reading and math scores. These transfer students
averaged 8 percent greater gains in reading and math than the national average — compared to
their achievement the previous year at their original school where their gains were 24 percent
less in reading and 17 percent less in math than the nauonal average. That isa huge
turnaround and a great success story

Maryland ‘

. Maryland recently announced its test.results for the 2003-2004 school year and the
percentage of African American third graders scoring in the proficient range in readmg
increased 16 points in one year. The percentage of Hlspamc fifth-graders scoring in the ‘
proficient range in math increased nearly 10 points since 2002-2003. ‘Overall, 14 percent of
public schools in Maryland — 199 out of 1,430 — were identified for school improvement this
year. “In addition, 25 schools exited school improvement status thls year because of their

© rising test scores

, Wisconsin

¢ The number of schools identified as needing improvement in Wisconsin decreased from 68
schools last year to 54 schools this year. Twenty-eight schools left the school improvement
list because they met annual performarice ObJCCtIVCS for two straight years. '

Georgia -

e Georgia has seen a closmg of the achlevement gap in its third grade reading scores. In 2002,
there was a 13-point difference between the percentage of African American and white
students meeting standards, and that gap was reduced to only eight points in 2004. In
addition, Hispanic students narrowed the gap by four points with their white classmates.

e The percentage of schools makmg adequate yearly progress this past school year in Georgia

vy ~ increased from 64 percent in 2003 to 78 percent in 2004. A total of 278 schools came off of -

the needs improvement list thxs year.

Flonda

¢ The number of schools makmg AYP in Flonda increased to 23 percent in 2004 from 16
percent in 2003.
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INFORMATION

' MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

k THROUGH: MARGARET SPELLINGS

FROM: ~ DAVIDDUNN =

SUBJECT:  No Child Left Behind Results

_ Summary

Over the summer, 39 states released their annual list of schools in need of improvement under
No Child Left Behind (NCLB). Every state that has released results reported progress in '
one or more areas. Four states reported fewer schools in need of improvement. 22 states -
ms\cmms meeting adequate yearly progress (AYP) targets. And a number of states
closed the achievement gap for Hispanics, African-Americans or both. '

‘ Recent Positive Results

Below are a few e}ca}nples of the progress over 2003 iﬁ selected states.
| o‘ Eighty-thrce percent of Ohio schools made AYP this year, up from 75 perpeﬁt lastv year..
- New Mexico : | | | |

o . Fourth- and eighth-grade students made substantial increases in reading and math. In
- grade 4, student proficiency in math increased by five percent, and reading proficiency.
increased by four percent. In grade 8, reading proficiency increased by six percent and
math proficiency increased by three percent. There were also gains in every subgroup in
both reading and math. ’ :

; North Carolina -

e The percentage of schools making AYP'/in North Carolina was 70 percent, up from 49
percent last year. R AT

Ve




California

. "'.;The percentage of schools making AYP in California was 65 percent, up from 54 percent
* last year. o '

Massachusetts

¢ The percentage of African A'merican; Asian, and Hispanic‘ students performing at
. proficient or advanced in Language arts increased in all tested grades (3,4, 7, and 10).

Outstanding Issues ‘ ‘ i

~ Ofthe 11 states that have not yet publicly released their AYP lists, four are expected to release
data soon (Colorado, South Carolina, New Jersey, and Oklahoma). Five states are delayed for

~ legitimate reasons, such as testing contractor problems (Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, Montana,
and Vermont). Two states are in danger of being found out of compliance with notification -
requirements (Texas and Utah). ‘

In Texas, the state has agreed to notify, by September 27, the approximately 300-schools
expected to be identified as in need of improvement this year. These schools will be required to
immediately offer public school choice or offer free tutoring to students using a portion of their
federal Title I funds . : ' . ' ’

Utah has, thus far, been unresponsive to Department of Education efforts to bring the state into
“compliance with the notification requirements. Secretary Paige may exercise his authority to levy
- a penalty, up to 25 percent of the state administrative funds. ‘
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Palge Issues Statement Announcmg Re5|gnat|on ‘
AREHWED WFORMAHGM

en Espafiol

FOR RELEASE: R IR . Ccontact: Susan Aspey

- November 15, 2004 ' ‘ o T . (202) 401-1576-
. | | | - MORE RESOURCES
© . The followmg is a statement from U.S. Secretary of Educataon Rod '

Pa|ge concermng his reS|gnat|0n : v o o Palge S Resngnatlon

B S R o  Letter

S ,.dld not come to Washmgton as a career move. I came. to help President's
President Bush launch No Child Left Behind and Reading First -

- Statement
and to help establish a culture of accountablllty m Amerlcan S

educatlon :

"No Ch|ld Left Behind is mdehbly launched. A culture of accountablhty is grlpplng the
. . - American educational landscape. The next report of the National Assessment of
‘ o 'Educatronal Progress will show that reading scores of our young people have catapul
toa record hlgh because of Readlng First. , .

ted‘

Y

:' "At the end of the Presudent s ﬂrst term I W|II have served longer than any Republlcan

- United States Secretary of Educatlon At that time, my work here will be
i ‘ accomphshed " ~ S :

CHEE

fdp'
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For Imr‘nediate.Release

: Office of the Press Secretary

N . e - November 15, 2004
» Presrdent Thanks Secretary Palge
Statement by the Presrdent v

Rod Palge has been at the forefront of fundamentally reformmg and |mprovmg our nation's publlc educatlon
- system so that no child is left behind in America. His passion for taking on the status quo and fighting for reform
~ underscores his strong commitment to our country's young people and his desire to give them a brighter future.
 Throughout his life, Rod has overcome great obstacles and achleved great success. He represents the best of
. Amerlca ‘

E We have only begun the Iong-term transformation of educatlon so that future generatlons can enjoy all of the )
promise and opportunity America has to offer. Thanks to the hard work of Rod Palge we have a very strong start '
‘and are well on our way to fulfilling that promlse : : o N

I-am thankful for Rod S Ieadershrp dunng this |mportant time and am grateful for h|s frlendshlp | wish h|m all the
best. ' : :

o

Return to this article at:
http: //www whitehouse. qov/news/releases/2004/1 1/20041 115-3. html
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- THE PRESlDENT Thank you all. Please be seated Good morning.

/
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For Immediate Release -
Office -of the Press Secretary
November 17, 2004

Presrdent Bush Nomlnates Margaret Spellmgs as Secretary of Educatlon
The Roosevelt Room

11:07 A M EST (Gl Muttimedia

v

President's Remarks
I'm proud to announce my nomination of Margaret Spelllngs to be the
Secretary of Education.

‘I've known Margaret Spellings for more than a decade. | have relied on her intellect and judgmen‘tthroughout my :
- career in public service. As governor of Texas, | called on her to serve the children of our state as my chlef

educatlon adwsor ajob she carried out with conviction- and great results

When | was elected President, | asked her to serve as Assistant to . %
the President for Domestic Policy. I've benefited from her knowledge &
and experience on many issues -- from health care to immigration to
job training. I'm now calling on this energetic reformer to serve the
children of America by continuing our vital work of improving our
nation's public schools. -

Margaret Spellings has a speC|aI passmn for this cause. She belleves
that every child-can learn, and that every school can succeed. And
she knows the stakes are too high to tolerate failure. She believes in
high standards and improving the resources necessary -- and
providing the resources necessary to meet those standards. In Margaret Spellmgs Amerlca s chlldren teachers
and parents will have a principled, determuned ally in my Cabinet. She has my complete trust and she will be an

" outstanding*Secretary of Education.

“With the Senate s approval, Margaret Spelllngs will contlnue the-work of a fine educator and leader, Secretary

Rod Paige. As Secretary of Education, this'humble and decent' man inspired his department and implemented the
most significant federal education reform in a generatlon Today, thanks to the No Child Left Behind Act, students °

. of every background are making hopeful progress in reading and math. The nation's schools are stronger

because of Rod Paige's leadership. I'm grateful for his friendshlp; I'm grateful for his years of service.

We've made great progress in our schools, and there is'more work to do. Margaret Spellings and | are determined
to.extend the high standards and accountability measures of the-No Child Left Behind -Act to all of America's
public high schools. We must ensure that a high school diploma is a sign of real achievement, so that our young
people have the tools to go to college and to fill the jobs of the 21st century. And in all our reforms we will
continue to stand behind our nation's teachers, who work so hard for our chlldren -

The issue of education is close to'my heart. And on this vital issue, there is no one I trust more than Margaret -
Spellings. Two decades ago, as a young aid in the Texas state legislature, Margaret dedicated herself to
strengthening public schools. She went on to help.lead the Texas Association of School Boards, to advise two
governors on school reform, and to serve four years as my top domestic policy advisor rlght here in the White
House. And now her talent and idealism have brought her to the hlghest education-office in the land. Through it
all, she has kept her good humor and her perspective on life. She is a devoted Iovmg mother to Mary and Grace,

‘and Laura and | are proud to count her and Robert as good fnends

-l urge the Senate to promptly confirm Margaret Spellrngs as America's elghth Secretary of Educatlon And I look

forward to havmg her in my Cablnet Congratulatrons (Applause.)

http:_//wthWhitehouse.gov/news/feleases/2004/1 1_/print/20041117-4.html‘. o | © 4/14/2008 -
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MS SPELLINGS Thank you Mr. Presrdent '| am joined today, as you sald by my husband Robert, and our -
two of our four children, my daughters Mary and Grace LaMontagne, who get to miss school to be here. ‘
(Laughter ) On behalf of myself and my family, thank you, Mr. President for this opportunity not only to serve you
~and our country, but the children of America. I am humbled and honored by your confrdence

Moré than 10 years ago you gave me the opportunlty to work with you on lmprovrng Texas schools You sald e
' then that the government should do a few things and do them well, and that one of those few things is educating
all children. | share your passion for education and your commitment to'seeing that each and every child has the -
skills and qualities necessary to realize the American Dream. Our schools must keep the|r promlse to all our
chlldren And | pledge to do all I-can to ensure that no chrld is Ieft behrnd

It has been a prlvrlege to serve as your domestlc polrcy advnsor for these past four years. | have mixed feellngs
abouit leaving this White House and will miss all of my-wonderful friends and colleagues here: our great Chief of

Staff, my wonderful Domestic Policy Council staff and of course, all the great Texans who have been at your S|de , B

for morethanadecade v | . : S e o

One of those great Texans |s of course Secretary Rod Parge who dlstmgmshed hrmself as an educator and has
served admirably as your Secretary of Education. He has laid the foundation for leaving no child -- leaving no.
chrld behrnd and | pledge to honor his Irfelong commltment to chlldren by contrnurng the good work he started

To you, Mr. Presrdent and to Mrs. Bush, who shares your commltment to educatlon thank you lam a product of

our public schools. | believe in America's schools, what they mean to each child, to each future President or future
domestic policy advisor, and to the strength of our great country. If confirmed by the Senate, | committo work
alongsrde ‘America's educators and my new colleagues at the Department of Educatron to make our schools the

finest in the world o . :

- Mr PreSIdent thank you for thls opportumty and for your contlnued trust and confrdence in me.
‘ THE PRESIIENT Good job. (Applause)

END11 13AM EST

Return to thrs article at: : L
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'students Scores for U.S. fourth graders remalned statlc in mathematics and: science.

V.U S Secretary of Educatlon Rod Paige expressed optlmlsm with the TIMSS results Wthh measured
students from up to 46 nations, including economically. developed members of the Orgamzatlon for -
-‘Economlc Co operatlon and Development (OECD) : - . :

/
5

"Arch1ved U S. Students Show Improvement in Intemat10na1 Mathemat1cs and Science As Page 1 of 3

CIbse o
Wmdow

U S Students Show Improvement in Internatlonal Mathematlcs and

Saence Assessment /

U.S. fourth- and eighth-graders score well above mternatlonal average in 46- natlon TIMSS study
ARCHWED INFORMATION e

'

. FORRELEASE: . contact: David Thomas
. December 14, 2004 S e T e (202) 401‘-1576 ®

_ MORE RESOURCES
Amenca 5 fourth and eighth-grade students srgnlﬁcantly

~outperformed many of their international peers, scoring well above the ’Trends in

international average in both mathematics and science, according to International ,
the latest results from the Trends in International Mathematics and ‘Mathematics &
Science Study (TIMSS). In addition, U.S. eighth-graders improved = Science StUdY

~ their scores compared to previous years (1999 and 1995), with gains (TIMSS)

across: most student groups, including boys, girls,.and minority.

m/’

"Elghth grade results from TIMSS conﬁrm what-we have seen domestlcally —that'a’ greater -
emphasis-on hlgher standards in the classroom leads to improved performance and a smaller

, ‘achievement gap. However, the results also show that we have further to go, partlcularly in earller '
"grades toward establlshlng a culture of excellence and achlevement at all grade levels '

. Palge novted that the TIMSS tests are closely Ilnked to the curncula of the partlcrpatmg countrles
, ,"In that sense they are a good indicator of our schools' performance as well," he said. "We must -
* remain committed to staylng the course of reform to ensure that every student in every school has i

a real opportumty to learn

_The TIMSS results followed another. lnternatlonal assessment released last week the Program for -

International Student Achievement (PISA), which showed America's 15-year-olds performing below -

the: |nternat|onal average in mathematics literacy. and problem-solving. "Education does not happen o

in a vacuum,. butin, the world," Paige said. "We must redouble our efforts to. prepare all of our: .
students for a future that has.never been more competltlve and challenglng They must graduate o

‘ from high school ready to succeed in college and |n life."

The. report on the u. S TIMSS results, Hrgh//ghts From the Trends in Internat/onal Mathemat/cs and o '

Science, Study (TIMSS) 2003, was released today by the Education Department s National Center o

for Education Statistics (NCES) in the Institute of Educatuon Sciences. The international results -
from TIMSS were released today by the Amsterdam- based InternatlonalAssoc:atlon for the S
Evaluatlon of Educatlonal Achlevement (IEA). : S x

 hitp:/iwww.ed. goviprintnews/pressreleases/2004/12/12142004html . 52802008
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Other key fmdmgs from TIMSS 2003

S e In 2003 U S..eighth-graders |mproved the;r average mathemat|cs and science performances :
compared to 1995. The growth in achievement occurred primarily between 1995 and 1999 in
- mathematics, and between 1999 and 2003 in science. Moreover, the available data suggest
" that the performance of U.S. eighth-graders in both mathematics and science was higher in
‘ ";2003 than in 1995 relat:v,e to the 21 other countries that participated in the studles

" e No measurable changes were detected in the average mathematlcs and science scores of

.U.S. fourth-graders between 1995 and 2003. Moreover, the available data suggest that.the .
- performance of U.S. fourth- graders in both mathematics and science was lower in 2003 than
cleine 1995 relative to the 14 other countries that partlcrpated in-the studies.

‘e U S fourth grade glrls showed no measurable change in their average performance in

" mathematics and science between 1995 and 2003. U.S. fourth-grade boys also showed no-
measurable change in their average mathematics performance, but showed a measurable
declme in science performance over the same- period. ' ,

e U. S Afrlcan Amerlcan fourth-graders and eighth- graders and Hispanic Amerlcan elghth—
graders improved markedly in both mathematics and science between 1995 and 2003. -
' Hispanic fourth-graders showed no measurable changes in either subject. As a result, the v
~.gap in achievement between White and Black fourth-and eighth-grade students in -th'e»;Uni,te,d'
" States narrowed between 1995 and 2003 in both mathematics and science. The gap in-
achievement between B|ack and Hispanic fourth- graders also narrowed in sc:ence over the
same perlod ' :

In releasmg the U.S. flndmgs Grover (Russ) Whltehurst Dxrector of the Instltute for Educataon

Sciences, said, "international assessments such as TIMSS provide important |nformat|on about
education in the United States and in other industrialized nations, and an external perspective on
U.S. performance. For example, TIMSS not.only shows that U.S. eighth-graders are making strides
in-mathematics and science when measured against their prior performance, but that they are also
makmg gams relative to their international peers, W|th fewer countries outperformmg them and
more countrles underperformmg them." ‘ , , e

TIMSS |s orgamzed under the ausplces of-the IEA and is directed in the Umted States by the NCES,

‘with additional financial support from the National Science Foundation. The IEA is an. :nternatlonal

‘ orgamzatuon of national research institutions and governmental research agencies that focuses on

research in education. TIMSS assesses students every four years to provide partrmpatlng nations .-
with regular information on their understanding of mathematics and science topics taught through

. -school curracula TIMSS also provides nations with information on students' classroom experlences

teachers pedagogncal approaches, and school admlmstrators policies and decision- makmg
processes.across the part|c1pat|ng nations.

I'n 2003 TIMSS Was admmlstered at the fourth- and eighth-grade levels in participating nations.
TIMSS was last administered at fourth grade in 1995 and at eighth grade in 1995 and 1999.

e For further mformatlon on. TIMSS or to download the report H/gh//ghts from the Trends in

Intérnational Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2003, please visit NCES' TIMSS Web site-at
http: //nces ed. qov/trmss S

"

',The TIMSS repOrt can also be ordered by calling toll-free 1-877-4ED-PUBS (1-877-433-7827),
- TTY/TTD1-877-576-7734; e-mailing edpubs@lnet ed.gov; or maklng a request V|a the Internet .at
‘ http //www ed. qov/pubs/edpubs htmI ,

htt‘p://WWW.od.goV/print/news/pressrel_eases/2004/12/12142004.htm1 5282008
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THE WHITE HOUSE

; FROM ORM | WASHINGTON

 THROUGH: MARGARET SPELLINGS
FROM: " . DAVID DUNN

- SUBJECT: 'Second-Tenn. Education Initiatives

September 21,2004

. . ! . R { -
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The No Chrld Leﬁ Behmd Act (NCLB) created srgmﬁcant reforms in K-12 education based on

- the principles of accountability for results; local control over the methods used to achieve results;

~ encouraging research-based teaching methods; and expanding information and options for

parents. Your second-term agenda for education builds on NCLB to ensure that every child ,
begins school ready to succeed; every high school student graduates with the skills necessary to
succeed in college or a globally competitive workforce; and every adult can access the skills and

* knowledge necessary- to succeed in the workplace.

. The event on Wednesday is intended to hlghlrght your educatlon agenda, wrth pamcular
. attention to your teacher initiatives.

Teacher Initiatives

NCLB’s Title II Teacher Quahfy funding gives states and school districts funds to improve
teacher quality through recruitment, hiring, training, and retention activities. You requested

~ $2.93 billion for Title I Teacher Quality funding in FY 2005, a 39 percent increase in funding

since 2001. You have also increased funding for the Reading First program from $286 million in
FY 2001 to a proposed level of $1.125 billion in FY 2005. School districts are using this funding.
to rmplement scientifically-based reading programs to ensure all students are reading on grade '

level by the end of the thrrd grade. Much of this funding goes for teacher training.

To reward attract, and retain good teachers you have proposed

Teacher Incentive Fund: Beginning in 2006 this $500 million Fund would be used by states
- and school districts that choose to reward schools and teachers who: ‘

e demonstrate success in closing the achievement gap or raising student achrevement or
e agreeto teach in the needlest schools.

J

7




; k The fund would be d1v1ded mto two fundmg streams ‘
» . Grants for interested States to reward schools and teachers that have made the most
significant progress in meetmg therr adequate yearly progress targets or closmg the

o achrevement gap; and : _ :

. Grants for interested school districts.to mdrvrdually assess and reward effective teachers :
' based on improvement in student achievement. Grants could also be used to give.
- bonuses to effective teachers who agree to teach in the neediest schools, which will assist -
_ states in meeting the NCLB requlrement that poor and minority chrldren are taught by
- qualified teachers.

:
i

' States and school districts that desrgn programs to individually and fairly assess teachers can use
 this information to rdentrfy particular strengths and weaknesses and provide appropnate :
professronal development in needed areas.

’Adjunct Teacher Corps This $40 mrlhon 1mt1at1ve mcluded in your 2005 budget, would
provide competitive grants to partnerships between schools districts and pnvate institutions that
create opportunities for professionals to teach middle and high school courses in core academic -
subjects, particularly in mathematics and science. Many school districts need personnel to
* - strengthen instruction in middle and high schools in core academic subjects. The Adjunct
Teacher Corps would help alleviate teaching shortages by bringing professionals-with subject- .~ "~
matter knowledge and experience into the classroom.

Increased Loan Forgiveness: Under current law, teachers who agree to teach in low-income
schools can qualify for $5,000 in educational loan forgiveness for their Federal student loans. In
your last several budgets, you have proposed to raise this amount to $17, 500 for highly qualified
math, science, and special education teachers who teach in low-income schools. The House has
passed a bill providing the expansron and it is awartmg Senate action.

Tax Relief for Teachers: In 2002, you srgned into law the so-called “crayola credlt "a $250 tax
deduction that teachers can take for out-of-pocket classroom expenses. Teachers took advantage
of this credit in 2003; however, it expired at the end of 2003. Your FY 2005 budget proposes to

" increase this deductton to $400 and make it permanent ‘

Other Aspects of Education Ag' enda
Early Childhood

To prepare every child for school, you launched the Good Start/Grow Smart initiative in 2002
and proposed significant reforms to the Head Start program in your FY 2004 budget. Through
this initiative, you have provided early literacy training to 50,000 Head Start teachers and 3,000
~ volunteer parents who will train other parents this fall. You have instituted a national reporting
‘system to identify whrch Head Start programs are demonstrating the most success with children.
And you have directed the Department of Educatlon and the National Institutes of Health to-

|




undertake addmonal research on effecnve early childhood mtervenuons 1nc]udmg currlculum
development : - :

You have now proposed to build on these reforms by:
e Training additional teachers and parents in early literacy methods; .
e Giving priority funding to states in a number of programs that agree to take pan in your .
Head Start prlot program coordinating all early childhood and pre-K programs in the o
state;
e Expanding Reach Out and Read, which trains pediatricians to emphasme the 1mportance
~ of early literacy as part of their discussions with parents;
o Distributing Healthy Start/Grow Smart booklets to more states and developmg a booklet
for the second year of a child’s life; and o
‘e Involving more faith- and community-based groups, as well the mmorlty commumty, m o
" helping parents develop early hteracy teaching skills. :

Elementary and Secondary Education

You proposed changes to provide additional resources to help high school students who have
' 'fallen behind and to ensure additional accountability in high schools.

'Extra Help for Students Who Need it

“Early Interventlon Fund: Begmnmg in 2006, $200 million, which states would use to
encourage schools to use eighth grade test data to develop a performance plan for each
entering high school student (with the input of his or her parents). The proposal would also
take advantage of computer technology by requiring periodic classroom- based assessment of
individual students. : : :

' Strwmg Readers: $200 mllhon in 2006 twice the level you proposed for 2005 to help
mlddle and high schools teach reading to students who have fallen behind.

Math-Scnence Partnership program: Increase this program by $120 million in 2005 to
$269 million, to help middle and high schools teach math to students who have fallen behind.

) Accountabxhty

High School Tests: NCLB requires 1nd1v1dua1 assessments in grades three through exght and
once in high school. To ensure that high school diplomas are more meaningful, you recently
proposed requiring state assessments in grades three through eleven (which would require
states to add up to two tests in high school over the next several years) New F ederal fundmg '
would cover the $250 million cost of these new assessments.

12" Grade NAEP: Require all states to partlmpate in the 12™ Grade National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP), which tests a sample set of twelfth graders




i More ngorous Currlculum

e : Advanced Placement An increase of $28 mrlllon in 2005 to provrde Advanced Placement ‘
W trammg to more teachers in low—mcome schools o -

Expanded State Scholars An addltlonal $12 mlllton in 2005 to expand the State Scholars

e - taken ngorous high school course work with larger Pell Grants. F undmg will double in the .
: second year when the program serves both ﬁrst and second year ¢ students : N

S Gettmg a Jump Start on College
Commumty College Access Grants $125 mllhon in 2006 to help commumty colleges S
~ provide dual-enrollment programs, whlch allow hlgh school students to-eamn college credlt 8
and graduate more qu1ckly : e

ngher Educatlon s

y : You proposed changes to Federal law and regulatlon to make the hi gher education system more |
appropnate for the needs of today’s students mcludmg for older students returmng for addltlonal :
: trammg o : RV

S lncreased Federal Ass:stance to Low-lncome Students
“Pell Grant Increases In FY 2005, you proposed to prov1de $12. 8 billion for Pell Grants
than in 2001 Your 2005 budget provrdes ﬁnancral aid to nearly 10 mllhon students. .
Mathwand Science Scholars. Begmmng in 2006, $50 million for a publlc pnvate partnershlp B
| "to provide scholarships to college students taking advanced math and science coursework -
The Federal funds would be matched with $50 mrlhon n pnvate ﬁmds R e
Makmg Federal Ald Work for Non-’l‘radltlonal Students
" Loans for Short-Term Trammg A new Federal student loan program avallable to help
.workers pay for short-term training that leads to-an mdustry-recogmzed credentlal or. B
i certlﬁcate stamng in'2006. : : : S
Increase FIexnblllty of Federal Student Ald Programs Your proposals would mcrease o

E " post-secondary education options, including online options, and eliminate student aid
e ,restnctxons that limit colleges ablllty to provrde Web -based programs ol

program thch encourages students to take ngorous coursework toall SOstates; -~ S
: Perkms Reform ‘Reform vocatlonal educatlon to encourage more rlgorous coursework and .

E, "Enhanced Pell Grants for State Scholars $33 mllllon in 2005 to reward students who have L

whrch would prov1de awards of up to $4,050 to about 5.3 million students, one million more i .




Year—Round Pell: Permit the avallablhty of year-round Pell Grants starting in 2006 for
students who are accelerating their pro grams of study to graduate sooner. Thts proposal
costs $84 mllhon :

Puttmg Technology to Work
J

Web-based Adult theracy A comprehenswe Web-based hteracy tool for adults, which
would be made available in public libraries, community colleges, and at social service
offices, including Head Start Centers and One Stop job centers.

eLearnmg Clearmghouse A clearinghouse of onlme learning opportunities available to
students and adults. :

Double the Number of Workers Trained Through the Largest Federal Program SN

Workforce Investment Act Reform: Give governors more ﬂex1b1hty, reduce Federal red
tape; and provide more workers with access to flexible Innovation Training Accounts,
vouchers they can use to obtain the training they need.

$250 million in addltlonal funding for community colleges: Grants under this 2005
Department of Labor initiative to help community colleges and local businesses work
_ together to train workers for hlgh -demand jObS '




Education Proposals
- Second Term

' PROPOSAL ' ~*_COST ( in millions)

v . ] 2005 2006
Early Childhood ' o
Reprise early efforts
~ High School -
- New Proposals: ‘
Early Intervention ) - $200
Striving Readers - $100
High School Tests - - $250- ,
" Clearinghiouse e - 81 .
- Teacher Performance Pay = $500
~ Sub Total 0 $1051
, Previoué High Schodl Proposals* P o
. Striving Readers ~ $100 §100
~ Math Science $120 $120
"Advanced Placement . $28 $28
‘Adjunct Teacher Corp $40 $40
State Scholars $12 $12 -
NAEP e - $22.5
Sub Total $300 83225
" Total High School. ©$300 813735
Higher Education
New Proposals
‘ Commumty College Access Grants - -- $125
- Life-Long Learning** -- n
Year Round Pell - $84
Adult Literacy - - i =
Sub Total - 0 $209
‘P;évious Higher Education* : o I o
Enhanced Pell Grants $33. T 866 SR
.Math Science Scholars Fund -- -~ . 850 S e
. Community College Job Trammg Grants $250 $250 : BRI /
- " Sub Total 3283 - $366 : e
"Total Hzgher Educatzon $283> ‘$5775 ‘
TOTAL 5583 81,9485

* 2005 proposed funding levels are assumed to continue in 2006, except where noted. Thcse levels are sub_;ect to.
- change in 2006 process.
** Cost estimate still- under development New program will be ﬁnanced wnh funding already mcluded in 2005 R
budget estimates. : :
~*** Preliminary estimate of second-year cost.
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Executlve Summary

Educatlon has aIways been a fundamental part. of achrevmg the Amerlcan Dream An educated crtrzen is more
likely to hold a good job; escape poverty, owna home start a busrness be free from crrme and partrcrpate in-
Amenca S democracy ’ : . : v }

L »Dunng the President's first week in offlce ‘he submitted a plan to reform our Nation's elementary and secondary
schools to ensure that all children are proficient in reading and math by the 2013-14 school year. Passed by -
‘ Congress with overwhelming bipartisan majorities and signed into law by President Bush, the No Child Left .
Behind Act (NCLB) represents the most important Federal education reform in a generation. This law insists that
- testing, accountability, and hlgh standards will join-with record new funding to help ensure educatlonal excellence
. for every child. And our Natron is seelng progress especrally in the early: grades o

y More Needs to Be Done: Presrdent Bush knows that more needs. to be done to prepare our students for the
future The Presrdents new educat/on proposa/s bur/d on his frrst successful reforms by:- .

‘. Ensur/ng every h/gh school student graduates with the sk/l/s needed to succeed in col/ege anda g/obally
- competitive workforce. For 2006, President Bush'proposed to increase funding for his Striving Readers
“-program to $200 million annually, and to establish-a $200 million fund for-states to encourage schools.to:
_develop performance plans for entering hlgh school students. To ensure that high school diplomas are truly:
- meaningful, President Bush proposed requiring state assessments in grades three through eleven - and he -
. will support this effort with $250 million in annual-funding. To strengthen online educational. opportunities; he _
~is creating an eLearning Cleannghouse of online courses available to students and adults, Toreward .
- teachers who demonstrate success in preparing their. students through increases in student achrevement he
proposed a $500 million incentive fund for states and school districts. \ .

e Ensuring every adult can access the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in the workp/ace The
- President proposed establishing a new $125 million Communlty College Access Grants Fund to improve the
- services that community colleges provide and encourage high school students to continue on to college;
‘ especrally for low-income -and minority students. To make worker training more affordable, the President -
proposed to make loans available to help workers pay for short-term training that leads to an industry-
~ recognized credential or certificate. And, the President's plan would increase post- secondary education -~
options and eliminate needless student aid restrlctrons partrcularly for adult students glvrng them greater
access to the skills they need to succeed.

N e Ensur/ng high-quality education opportun/t/es 50 every child beg/ns school ready to succeed Presrdent Bush o
" will expand efforts to strengthen early chlldhood educatron mcludrng Head Start BN

http://WWW;Whifehouse;gov‘(nevys/releases/2004/09/7pri‘nt/2004092‘6.html‘ o B - ‘44/;14/2008"
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| . e No Child Left Behlnd A Record of Accompllshment

®

Record of Results S/nce 2001 PreSIdent Bush has worked t/re/essly to /mprove educat/on ’

5\

President Bush believes a high-quality education is fundamental to achlevmg the Amencan Dream The
President signed the No Child Left Behind Act into law to ensure that all students become profrment in

vreadlng and math and to close the achievement gap that exists between students of different socio-

economic backgrounds. Schools in states across the country are already making progress as achlevement
for African-American and Hispanic students is on the rise. President Bush has requested unprecedented

funding increases for education with his overall FY 2005 budget which represents a 49% funding increase
.for elementary and secondary education since FY 2001. The President has increased Title | funding for

America's low-income, public schools by 52 percent since 2001, mcludlng his FY 2005 request, and has

= requested a 75 percent increase in fundlng for speC|aI educatlon since 2001. The goals of No Child Left.
Behind include: ’ S , LRy

° Requmng Accountablllty
o Ensurlng Fundmg and FIexublllty for Schools to Improve
o leung Parents Optlons

el Supportung Teachers mcludmg extra mcentlves for eﬁectlve teachers
o Readlng First is the Key to Success :

No Child Left Behind: High-Quality, ngh School Inltlatlves

~ While the No Child Left Behind Act is setting high standards and increasing student achlevement for schools
- across America, the President believes there is more to be done to improve our Nation's high sc¢hools to

prepare our students for the jObS and opportunltles of the 21st century The Presrdent S hlgh school initiatives

_include:

.0 Better Preparat|on for ngh School
‘ 0 Better Assessments with New H|gh School Tests

o Strlvmg Readers Initiative - ‘ v
"Mathematlcs and Science Partnershup Program e
‘Improved Advanced Placement ' L
Adjunct Teacher Corps: Bringing Expenence into the Classroom o
, .thorous Courses with the State Scholars Program. * .
Strengthenlng and Modernizing Support for Vocational Educatlon
' Assessmg Whether High Schools Are Producmg Educated Graduates

o o O o o_o o"-'

fMore On-line Opportunltles with the eLearning C|ear|nghouse :

‘Skills for the 21 st Century: Better Training for Better Jobs

The President believes that America has the finest system of hlgher educatlon in the world with a wide and- _ -
diverse range of options available. Yet, there is a significant shortage of workers with the post- secondary -

- education and training they need to be successful. The Presudents hlgher educatlon proposals lnclude

el Communlty College Access Grants

o Opportunities for Life-Long Learning with new loans to" pay for short-term tralnlng, increased erX|b|I|ty in
- federal student aid programs; and year round Pell Grants for low-income students 2

'Enhanced Pell Grants R _ .

-Increased fundlng for Hrstoncally Black Colleges and Unlversmes and Hlspamc Servung Instltutlons
Presidential Math and Science Scholars Fund . o .
-Doublmg the Number of Workers Recelvmg Job Tralnung ,

Expanded National Community Service

C‘ommunity,-Based Job Training Grants

4_o‘:oeo__yo.o o o

Better Adult Literacy Tools

http://www.whitchouse. gov/news/releases/2004/09/print/20040926 heml . 4/14/2008
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. , The President believes that Head Start is an important opportunity to prepare low-income and
disadvantaged children to enter school ready to learn and has worked to strengthen the program The goa|s

~of the President's Good Start, Grow Smart |n|t|at|ve are:
o Strengthenlng Head Start

o Partnenng with states to lmprove early chlldhood Iearnlng, and

o Prov_,rdlng parents, teachers and caregrvers W|th information on_ early Iearning."

No Chlld Left Behlnd A Record of Achlevement

In January 2001 only 11 states were in full compliance with previous
Federal education accountability standards. So, President Bush
‘called for significant reforms to-K-12 education through No Child Left:
Behind to set high standards and produce real results for every child
in America. President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind "
Act to help the youngest Americans receive a quality education and

learn the basic skills they need to succeed in the future. No Child Left||,

Behind is providing increased funding for education, closing the

"We want America to be prom/smg for e
every-single child of every background so
that not one single child in Amer/ca is left |
behind." :

PreSIdent George W. Bush ||
(May 11, 2004)

achievement gap that exists between students of dlfferent socio-economic backgrounds and prowdrng more

information and better options for parents.

. All skills begin W|th the basrcs of readlng and math, which should be learned in the early grades in America's
schools. Yet for too long and for too many children, those skills were never mastered. With the bipartisan No Child

Left Behlnd Act, America is making progress toward educational excellence for every child.

. The President's Accomplishments:

® Requmng Accountablllty to Measure Progress

- President Bush, working closely with Republicans and Democrats, achieved significant and historic
- education reform with the No Child Left Behind Act, wh|ch promotes student achievement, accountabrllty,

.and greater choices for parents. . )

o All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rlco have accountablllty plans for measuring :
progress in educating America's children. Using unique state-designed accountability plans, schools are

‘Federal government for these schools and districts.

measuring the progress of student achievement, keeping parents informed of student and school
progress, identifying schools in need of improvement, and using funding'and support providedby the

o For:the first time, children in. grades 3-8 will be tested every year on baS|c readlng and math skills to

measure their progress and keep them on grade level..

o Annual test results are now published so parents can measure school performance and statewide:
progress, and evaluate the quality of their child's school the quallflcatlons of teachers and student

progress in Key subjects.

o Statewide reports reveal progress for all. student groups, not JUS'[ an average of scores.

o Increased Funding and Flexibility to Improve Schools

1

o With President Bush's budget requests, including his FY 2005 request, elementary and secondary
education fundlng has increased by $12 billion - an increase of 49 percent since 2001. o

o Title | funding to America's public schools serving low-income students has increased by 52 percent

since 2001, with the President's FY 2005 budget request.

. o President Bush has requested a 75 percent increase in fundlng for special educatlon since 2001.

- ' -0 Funding:for federal reading programs has quadrupled under the Presrdents 2005 budget

e Giving Parents Options

o No Child Left Behind expands optrons for parents W|th chlldren in chromcally under- performlng schools.
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’Presrdent Bush belleves that no child should be forced to stay ina bad school. Now ‘with No Child Left
Behind, parents can choose to send their children to a better- performlng public or charter school o

o For the first time, Title | funds from the Federal government are required to be used to provide
* 'supplemental ‘educational services - including tutorlng, after school services, and summer school
‘ programs for children in under-performrng and:low- mcome schools. : ‘

. o Parents, educators and community leaders have far more opportunities than ever: before to open
. “charterschools to serve the needs of the local communlty « '

oy o The Presrdents Administration worked with the U.S. Congress to pass the D.C. School Chorce
. -"program providing scholarships to low-income students in Washlngton D.C,, to expand their options -
“for educatron including local prlvate schools ,

e Supporting Teachers
A well-prepared teacher is vitally |mportant toa Chl|d s educatron and No Child Left Behlnd helps ensure that
“students are taught by highly qualified teachers. NCLB requires states to develop a plan that will ensure that
all- teachers of core academic subjects are highly qualified by the end of the 2005-06 school year. The .
President's FY 2005 budget includes more than $5 billion in fundlng to support teachers anincrease of 61
percent since.2001. '
.0 Expanded Tax Relief for Teachers. As a result of the Presrdent s tax relief package signed into law in-
2002, teachers were able to take a $250 tax deduction for out-of-pocket expenses in the classroom in
" the 2002 and 2003 tax years. The President's FY 2005 budget proposes to make this deductron N
~permanent and to increase the deductron to $400.

o) Innovat:ve Pathways to Teaching. Presrdent Bush has provrded unprecedented support for |nnovatlve
programs to recruit new teachers into the teaching profession, including the Troops to Teachers -
- program with $14.9 million in funding in the President's FY 2005 budget, Transition to Teaching
Program with $45.3 million-in funding in FY 2005 and Teach for America wrth $4 million in funding in
~.FY 2005,

" o .Funding for Teacher Tramrng No Chlld Left Behind provrdes billions of dollars in funding for teacher
training and gives teachers the skills and knowledge they need in the classroom to rarse student
~achievement, including: ‘
n Improving Teacher Quality. No Chrld Left Behind makes Tltle I Teacher Qualrty funds available
- . specifically to support teachers and improve teachlng and learning. Title || Teacher Quality funding
gives states and school districts the flexibility to improve teacher quality through recruitment,
hiring, training, and retention activities. President Bush has requested $2. 9 billion in funding in -
_Fiscal Year 2005, a 39 percent increase in funding.since 2001 ‘ ‘

‘mTeacher Training to Put Reading First. President Bush has also provided substantial fundlng for
. the Reading First program, with funding increasing from $286 million in FY 2001 to a proposed
“level of $1.1 billion in FY.2005. School districts are using this funding to implement proven,.
~ scientifically-based reading programs to.have all students reading on grade level by the end of the
third grade. Much of this Reading First funding goes for teacher training. So far, over 75,000 .
teachers across the country have been trained to use proven reading practrces N '

‘v o On-line Resources for Teachers. The U.S. Department of Education sponsors the Web srte
- www.teacherquality.us. It includes links'to information on improving teaching and learning from many
“successful state and district initiatives around the Nation, along with-other information specrflca|ly

desugned for classroom teachers. o . . |
/

"o Teacher Protectlon Act. No Child Left Behlnd helps ensure that teachers, prlncrpals and other school
professionals can maintain order and drscrpllne in the classroom without the fear of lawsuits. NCLB '
provides protection to teachers, instructors, principals, administrators, and other education =
professionals for reasonable actions taken to maintain discipline, order or control in the school or

‘ classroom

¢ Reading First is the Key to Success '
-President Bush believes reading is the cornerstone of a good educatron So the Presrdent proposed and
signed into law the Reading First and Early Reading.First initiatives, the largest Federal reading programs, to
~.ensure that every. child learns to read by the third grade. These programs promote scientifically-based .
reading instruction programs that are proven to work for every child. The Reading First program has already
provnded more than $2.5 billion to train over 75,000 teachers in effective readlng mstructlon
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- o All 50 States, the District of Columbla American Samoa and the Bureau of Indian Affalrs are.
‘participating in Reading First to ensure that every child is reading on grade level by the end of the third
grade. Reading First funds also provide training to tens of thousands of teachers. :

o Reading First is improving readmg instruction and raising-student achievement for more than 1.4 million

* students in kindergarten through third grade. Effective early reading instruction can prevent the
difficulties that too many American students, especially disadvantaged students, now face. Progress in:
reading programs is closely monitored to prowde immediate intervention and prevent students from _

‘falllng behind.

e Presndent Bush supports America's teachers through Reading First by prowdlng professwnal
©development to more than 75,000 kindergarten through third grade teachers. This training ensures that
teachers, including special educatuon teachers have the skills they need to teach reading and monltor

student progress.

The President's New Education Proposals for Teachers:

e Incentives for Effective Teachers ,
President Bush understands and appreciates the hard work of
‘our Nation's teachers. The President proposed a $500 million
Teacher Incentive Fund beginning in FY 2006 for states and
school districts that choose to reward effective teachers. The

- Fund would serve two goals: rewarding effective teachers
teaching in schools most in need; and rewarding effectwe
teachers in schools that are top performers in closing the -

President's Teacher Incentive Fund will:

"Teaching is one of the great callings, one.
of the most noble professions, and ‘
America deeply appreC/ates the service. of ||
America's teachers." ,

President George W. Bush
‘ (May 11, 2004)

achievement gap and are meeting the annual targets of the No Child Left Behind Act. This Teacher
~Incentive Fund would provide a $5,000 award to approxmately 100,000 teachers across the country. The

o Reward teachers and schools makmg great progress in closmg the achievement gap that | |
exists between students of different socio-economic backgrounds. States would receive funding

to design and implement rewards for schools and teachers that have made the most significant
progress in meeting adequate yearly progress and closmg the achievement gap under NCLB:

o Reward effective teachers who are successful at raising student achievement and producmg
" real results for all children. School districts would-be able to design programs to individually and
fairly assess and reward teachers based on growth in student achievement in the classroom.

o Provide incentives for the most effective teachers who choose to teach in low-income schools.
~Grants could also be used to give stipends to effective teachers who agree to teach in low-income
- schools, which will assist states in carrying out the NCLB requirement to ensure that low-income and

minority students are taught by hlghly qualified teachers

~These grants will not only give states and districts a way to reward effective teachers, but states and
districts could.also use this information to identify particular strengths and weaknesses and provide the

appropriate professional development in needed areas.

e Supporting Teachers

o Well-trained Teachers for Advanced Placement. PreS|dent Bush has: proposed a $28 million
increase for the Advanced Placement program authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act, bnnglng
- spending to nearly $52 million in FY 2005. The increase. in funding will help ensure that teachers in low-
income schools are well-trained to teach Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate -
(IB) courses. The President's support for Advanced Placement programs will:-not only encourage the
_growth of AP and IB courses, but also serve as a mechanusm for upgradmg the entire high school

: currlculum for all students.

o Strengthenmg Instructlon with the Ad/unct Teacher Corps. The PreS|dent has proposed anew $40
million initiative in FY 2005 to create the Adjunct Teacher Corps. The Adjunct Teacher Corps would
provide opportunities for professionals to teach middle and high school courses in the core academic
subjects, particularly in mathematics and science, by providing competitive grants for school district
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partnershlps with public- prrvate |nst|tut|ons Many school districts need personnel to strengthen ’
“instruction in middle and high schools in the core academic subjects, especially mathematics and
" _ " science. The Adjunct Teacher Corps would help alleviate this critical situation by brlngrng professuonals
o with subject -matter knowledge and experience into the classroom

o Loan Forgiveness for Teachers. Presrdent Bush has proposed expanded loan forglveness from
$5, 000 to $17,500, for hlghly quallfled math science, and specral education teachers who teach in low- ‘
. income schools , . , :

| No Chr'ld Left Behind:. A SnapshOt of Results from Across ’the' Nation

NCLB has already begun to make a dlfference for students parents, teachers, and administrators across the B
United States. Every state that'has released results th|s year has reported progress in one or more areas. More
results mclude ;

° Urban Schools. According to a study released in March by the: Councrl of Great Crty Schools, the
- achievement gap between African Americans and whites, and Hispanics and whites, is narrowing in both -
- reading and math in urban schools. Between the 2001-2002 and 2002-2003 school years (the first year
“NCLB was in effect), the percentage of urban 4th graders scoring at or above proficiency levels on their
. respective state reading tests increased 4.9 percentage points. The percentage of urban 4th graders sconng
- -ator above proficiency levels on their respective state ‘math tests increased 6.8 percentage points.

e Chicago, IL. In an April, 2004, Ch/cago Sun-Times analysis, Chlcago lllinois public school children who
transferred from schools in need of improvement to higher performing schools under NCLB showed
~ substantial |mprovements in reading and math scores. These transfer students averaged eight percent
- greater gains in reading and math than the national average - compared to their achievement the prevrous
year at their original school where their galns were 24 percent less:in readlng and 17 percent Iess in math -
than the national average. . :

. e Maryland The percentage of African-American third graders scorlng in the profrcrent range on state tests in-
© - reading mcreased 16 points in oneyear in the state of Maryland. The percentage of Hispanic frfth graders ‘
scoring in ‘the proficient range in math increased nearly 10 points in one year. ‘

° Wlsconsm The number of schools identified as needlng |mprovement in the state of WISCOI‘\SII’I decreased '
from 68 schools last year to 54 schools this year. Twenty-eight schools left the school |mprovement Ilst
because they met annual state performance objectlves for two straight years: .

¢ Pennsylvania. In 2004, the percentage of schools maklng adequate yearly progress in Pennsylvanla was 81
. percent, up from 61 percent in 2003. : .

¢ Georgia. The state of Georgia has 'seen a closing of the achlevement gap in its third grade readlng scores.
~In 2002, there was a 13-point difference between the percentage of African American and white students .
~ meeting standards. In 2004, the gap was reduced to only eight points.-In addition, Hispanic students
- narrowed the gap by four points with their white classmates. In addition, the percentage of schools making
" adequate yearly progress this past school year in Georgia increased from 64 percent in 2003 to 78 percent
in 2004. A total of 278 schools came off of the school improvement list this year.

e New Mexico. Fourth- and elghth grade students made substantial increases in readrng and math in the state
of New Mexico. In 4th grade, student prof|C|ency in math increased by five percent and reading proficiency
increased by four.percent. In 8th grade readrng proflcrency increased by six percent and math proflcrency
mcreased by three percent

: "o “North Carolina. In 2004, the percentage of schools maklng adequate yearly progress under NCLB in the ,
state of North Carollna was 70 percent, up from 47 percent last year.

e Massachusetts. The percentage of African American, Asian, and Hrspanlc students performrng at prof|C|ent
or-advanced in.Language arts increased in all tested grades (3., 4,7, and 10) in the state of Massachusetts

° Callfornla The percentage .of schools makmg AYP in Callforma was 64 percent, up from 54 percent last

. year. , :
. e West Virginia. The percentage of schools maklng AYP in West V|rg|n|a was 71 percent up from 60 percent
' - last year _ : - . : - o

~ hup://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/09/print/20040926 html 471412008



Education: The Promise of America - } e B " Page7 of 13

A

e Delaware The percentage of schools maklng AYP ln Delaware lncreased from 44 percent last year to 74

- percent this year

No Chlld Left Behmd ngh Quallty, ngh School Inltlatlves

’ No Child Left Behlnd is already beginning to show results in elementary reading and math scores; but Presudent

Bush also wants to ensure that all high school students will be better prepared to enter higher education or the

“workforce. Unfortunately, recent results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
‘demonstrate that; while achievement for our Nation's fourth- and eighth-graders is on the rise, scores for twelfth- * -

graders have declined in both reading and mathematics. In addition, today's middle and high school students-did -
not have the chance to benefit from the reforms of the No Child Left Behind Act in elementary school, and many -

~ of these students need additional help to graduate from hlgh school and enter college or the workforce prepared
to succeed Statistics show: ~

. Students who fall behind in reading have a greater- chance of dropplng out of hlgh school. altogether :
Nationally, of 100 ninth-graders, only 68 will graduate from high school on time, only 40 will directly enter .
college; only 27 are still enrolled in college their sophomore year, and only 18 will end up graduating from

" college. The rates for minority students are even lower. Of 100 African-American ninth-graders, only 49 will

~ graduate from hlgh school on t|me only 27 will directly enter college and only 9 will end up graduatlng from
college.

o Only 24 states require at least three years of math to graduate from high: school, and only 21 states requlre
at least three years of smence '

° Accordmg to the College Board, only 60 percent of hlgh schools offer at Ieast one Advanced Placement
course. , :

. Accordlng to the American Diploma Project, 73 percent of employers rate high school graduates wrltmg,
' .. grammar, and spelling skills as "fair" or "poor"; 63 percent rate their baS|c math Skl||S as "fair" or. "poor
College professors g|ve very S|m||ar ratlngs

 The President's New High School Initiatives: .

President Bush's. proposals will help to ensure that every high school student graduates w1th the skills needed to
succeed in college and a globally competltlve workforce Proposals include: - 2

. Better Preparatlon for High School. President Bush proposed to establish a $200 m|ll|on fund'in FY 2006
for states to encourage schools, with the input of parents, to use 8th grade test data to develop performance
plans for entering high school students. The proposal also utilizes computer.technology by requiting periodic
classroom-based assessment of individual students. Research shows that providing teachers with weekly
information on the performance of individual students, with computer- ge‘nerated suggestions on what to

teach, what to review, and specific lessons for remedial work, is effective in accelerating student .
achlevement and ensuring that students do'not fall behind during an individual school year. .

o Better Assessments with New High School Tests. The No "Putting money into a system fhat
-~ Child Left Behind Act requires assessments in grades three believes in the worth of every child and is

“through eight and once in high school to determine if a student ||focused on results is money well spent.”
needs assistance inearly grades. To ensure that high school = o ’ G
dlplomas are truly meaningful, President Bush proposed President George w Bush
‘requiring two additional state assessments in grades nine . ’ (January 8 '2004)
through eleven, so that students are assessed in grades three

. through eleven. This proposal would require states to phase in the assessments in high school over several
“years, and Federal funding would cover the costs of these new assessments ‘with $250 mllllon in annual
funding:-beginning in FY 2006. ' : : :

e Striving Readers Initiative. The President has proposed a $100 m|Il|on Striving Readers lnutlatlve in FY
2005 making available competitive grants to develop, |mplement and evaluate effective reading
interventions for middle or high school students reading significantly below grade level, and the Presndent

"has pledged to increase total funding to $200 million in FY 2006. This program complements the PreS|dents
Reading First state grants program, which provides comprehensive, scientifically based reading instruction .
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for chrldren in krndergarten through third grade The proposal prowdes funds to approxrmately 100 to 200
school districts for reading mterventron programs to help mldd|e and hrgh school students catch up to therr
peers in readrng ; o :

‘Mathematics and Science Partnershlp Program The PreS|dent has proposed a $120 m|II|on rncrease in
'FY 2005, for a total of $269 million, for the Mathematics and Science Partnership.program ‘authorized in the
No Child Left Behind Act. The increase supports direct, Federal competitive grants to partnerships to
increase achievement in mathematics. for secondary students. The new 3-year competitive grants would
support projects that have significant potential to accelerate the mathematics achievement of all secondary

- students, but especially low-achieving students. The program would focus on ensuring that states and school
districts implement professional development projects for mathematics teachers that are strongly grounded
-in research and that help mathematlcs teachers strengthen their skills. :

Advanced Placement. Pre3|dent Bush has proposed a $28 million increase in FY 2005 for the Advanced

~ Placement program authorized in the No Child Left Behind. Act, brlnglng spending to nearly $52 million per

~ year. The increase in funding will help ensure that teachers in low-income schools are well-trained to teach

- Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (I1B) courses. The PreS|dent's support for
Advanced Placement programs will not only encourage the growth of AP and IB courses but also serve as a
mechanism for upgrading the entire high school currlculum for all students. -

Ad|unct Teacher Corps: Brmgmg Experlence into the Classroom The PreS|dent has proposed a new -
$40 million initiative in FY 2005 to provide competitive grants to school district partnerships with public- - - RN
- private‘institutions to create the Adjunct Teacher Corps, with opportunities for professionals to teach middle
~and high school courses in the core academic subjects, particularly in mathematics and science. Many
school districts need personnel to strengthen instruction in middle and high schools in the core academic
'subjects, especially mathematics and science. The Adjunct Teacher Corps would help alleviate this critical
.-situation by bringing professionals with subject- matter knowledge and experience into the classroom '

Rigorous Courses with the State Scholars Program. President Bush has proposed $12 million‘in fundlng
in FY 2005 for the successful State Scholars program to make grants available nationwide. In August 2002,
‘President Bush announced the State Scholars Initiative, modeled on the successful Texas Scholars .
program, to encourage high school students to take more rigorous high school courses. Under the State
Scholars Initiative, 12 states have already received assistance in developlng and promotrng strong courses
of study, as well as providing special incentives for students enrolled in these programs R

Strengthenmg and Modernlzmg Support for Vocational Education. President Bush has proposed to
modernize the major Federal program for vocational education, the Perkins Vocational Education program,

- 1o better serve the needs of the 21st Century worker. The President's proposal redirects $1 billion in FY' 2005‘

in annual funding from the Perkins Vocational Education program into a new Secondary and Technical

- Education: program and requires that schools participating in the program offer 4 years of English, 3 years of -
math and science, and 3% years of social studies as part of their vocational education curriculum. e

Assessmg Whether High Schools Are Producing Educated Graduates. The President's plan: mcludes
“testmg 12th graders in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), a nationally representative -
assessment that allows pollcymakers to evaluate. America's education system. Today, states are required to
participate in the NAEP in 4th and 8th grades in reading and math every two years. Extending this .
requirement to 12th grade will enable parents and educators to assess whether high schools are meeting the .
needs of students. It will also help to identify areas where schools are not meetrng the needs of students and
to strengthen teaching methods to ensure |mprovement in those areas. .

. More On-line Opportunltles with the elLearning Clearmghouse Presrdent Bush proposed creatlng a .
clearinghouse of online learning opportunities available to students and adults. Today, there is no single
place where students, parents, and adults can‘search and compare available online courses. Under the
. President's proposal, students will be able to easily search for specific courses based on various criteria -
~ including price, schedule, and type of provider including non-profit, for-profit, and higher education
establishments. The eLearning Clearinghouse would also prowde a user rating system that would prowde .
feedback from customers on both provrders and courses C , ~ t '

: SkI”S for the 21 st Century Better Tralnlng for Better Jobs

| Presrdent Bush beheves that Amerlca has the finest system of hlgher educatlcn in the world with a W|de and

diverse range of options available. Yet, there is a significant shortage of workers with adequate post- secondary :
educatron Erghty percent of the fastest growmg ]ObS of the 21st century requwe post-secondary educatlon or
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. training. ApproXimate‘ly 650,000 adults are in need of short-term training and are not receiving the trainivng today.'

- ‘ ~Traditionally, the system of higher education, including student aid "We want every cmzen in this country to .
. formulas, was designed for full-time students between the ages of 18 ||pe ap/e to get the skills necessary to fill

~and 24, who attend post-secondary education once in their lifetimes. |44 jobs of the 21st Century. There are
‘Today's statistics indicate that only about one-third of the 15 million * o\ jops being created. We just want to
~students enrolled in post-secondary education are these once-in-a- - |\ maxe sure the people have got the skills
lifetime students; and changes in technology and-the new economy necessary to fill those jobs."
are increasingly requiring individuals to return for additional post-

-secondary educatlon to upgrade thelr skllls Presr dent George W. Bush

The PreS|dents hlgher education proposals make the system more (April6. 2004)
user-friendly - more oriented to the needs of today's students - and ensure students have access to programs that ~
will provide the skills needed in the globally competitive 21st century economy. These proposals will-also. aIIow '
students greater access to programs based on recent technologlcal advances.

The Pr'esident's Acc’omplishments:

" e Increased Pell Grant Funding: Since 2001, funding for the Pell Grant program, which provides grants to -
low-income undergraduate students, will have increased $4.1 billion, or 47%, including the President's FY
2005 budget. In addition, the number of Pell Grant recipients has risen by approximately one million since
2001, and the Pell Grant maximum award has risen from $3,750in 2001 to $4 050 in the Presldents FY
2005 budget.

e Increased Student Financial Aid: The President's FY 2005 budget expands overall, available student
financial aid to $73.1 billion, an increase of $4.4 billion or 6% over the 2004 level. The number of recipients
of grant, loan, and work study assistance would grow by 426,000 to 10 million students and parents.

e Strengthened Hlstorlcally Black Colleges and Universities and Hispanic-Serving Institutions:
. - ‘President Bush signed an Executive Order supporting the White House Initiative on Historically Black

~ Colleges and Universities to help find new ways to strengthen these schools. The President's Board' of
Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities is helping these schools benefit from Federal
.programs obtain private-sector support for their endowments; and build partnerships to strengthen faculty
development and cooperatrve research. The President's FY 2005 budget meets his goal of increasing '
funding for minority-serving institutions, including Historically Black Colleges and Unlversmes and Hispanic- -
Servrng institutions, by 30 percent over the 2001 funding level.

'3 Expanded National Commumty Servnce AmeriCorps is on track to support 75,000 members this year, a
50 percent increase(from the year before. Upon successful completion of the program, all full-time
“AmeriCorps members receive an Education Award of $4,725, which can be used to pay for college, graduate :
school, or to pay back school loans within a seven year time frame. Additionally, some‘colleges and
‘universities are matching the Education Award as a way to attract AmeriCorps members to their schools.

The President's New Higher Education Initiatives:

o Community College Access Grants The President. proposed establlshlng a new Community College
Access Grants Fund at $125 million in FY 2006 to improve the services that community colleges provide.
Dual-enroliment and early college programs play an important role in encouraging high school students to

~ .« continue on to college, especially for low-income and minority students. Current state funding rules
discourage dual-enroliment programs because high schools and community colleges-each receive funds on
a per-student basis, and are therefore hesitant to share students and share funds. The Community College
Access Grants Fund would provide:
o An.incentive for community colleges to prowde dual enrollment programs Wthh allow hrgh schools
students to earn college credit;

‘o Incentrves for states to make it easier for students to-transfer credits earned at community colleges to 2
' © . four-year institutions; - . ,

o Funding to give scholarshlps to students who enroII in and complete a dual enrollment program and
who continue on to receive a bachelor's degree. _ ,
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e Opportumtles for Life-Long Learning:

_Provide New Loans to Pay for Short-Term Tramlng The PreS|dent proposed to make loans . ,
- available to help workers pay for short-term training that leads to an industry-recognized credential or . -

certificate. These loans would help many non-traditional students upgrade their skills - including older -

;workers ‘workers transitioning to new jobs, and older workers pursumg a second career.
. Increase Flexibility of Federal Student Aid Programs The PreS|dent S proposal increases post-

. secondary education options and ellmlnates needless student aid restrictions. Specmcally, the

- President's proposal would:

= Expand the availability of competency based programs as an alternatlve to tradltlonal credlt hour
programs.. Competency-based programs award students with degrees or certifications when they
have acquired the necessary skills and knowledge as measured through assessments tallored to .
their degree program.- : . ,

e Encourage post- secondary educatlon programs that allow students to enroll when ready and not
- only at the traditional start of the semester.

. Ellmlnate the so-called 90- 10 rule to expand hlgher education opportunltles for low -income
- students. Under current Federal law, the 90-10 rule requires an institution to derive at least 10 -
- percent of its revenue from non-Federal sources. Th|s canbea dlsadvantage for institutions that -
'serve lower-income populations. : B -

-m Increase onl|ne post-secondary educatlon opportumtles by ellmlnatlng current Federal student ald
_restrictions on distance education.

‘ Year-Round Pell Grants for Low-income: Students The President's proposals would permit the

availability of year-round Pell Grants for students who are accelerating their program of study with the

. intent of graduating early. Currently, students are allowed to receive only one Pell Grant during a single '

award year, which discourages students from attending school throughout the entire school year so.
they can graduate earlier, including completing a four-year program_in three years.

'Enhanced Pell Grants. The President has proposed establlshlng a $33 million program in FY 2005 to

enhance Pell Grants to reward low-income students who participate in the State Scholars Program by
taking a rigorous high school curriculum. This Enhanced Pell Grants program would provide uptoan
additional $1,000 per year to students'in the first two years of college who complete the rigorous State
Scholars curriculum in high school, enroll in college full-time, and are Pell Grant recipients. The State
Scholars Initiative encourages high school students to take more rigorous high school courses. Inits

first year, apprOX|mater 36,000 low-income ‘graduating high school seniors would be ellglble to receive.
“an enhanced Pell Grant under this proposal. - .

PreS|dent|aI Math and Science Scholars Fund To ensure: that Amenca remains the world leader in

- the-innovation economy - and to ensure that America's graduates have the training they needto

. .compete for the best jobs of the 21st century - President Bush seeks to expand opportunities for math
- and science education in colleges and universities. The President has proposed establishinga new . .-

public-private partnership to provide $100 million in.grants in FY 2006 to low-income students who
study math or science. Under this plan, approximately 20,000 low-income students would receive up to
$5,000 each to study math or science. Students would have to be eligible for Pell Grants to receive this

’-faddltlonal $5,000; although this new fund would be run separately from the Pell Grant program
" Communlty-Based Job Training Grants. The President's Jobs for the 21st Century Initiative includes .

a $250 million proposal in FY 2005 to help America's community colleges train 100,000 additional

. workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. This proposal expands the Department_
~ of Labor's successful High Growth-Job Training Initiative, launched under President Bush in 2002, '

“which has provided $92 million to 47 partnerships nationwide between community colleges, public

workforce agencies, and employers. These new grants will help community coIleges produce graduates .

leth the skills most in demand by local employers

Modernized and Reformed Student Financial Aid Programs: The Presxdent proposed to modernize
the Federal'student aid programs to help millions of students and families realize their dreams through

'hlgher education. To help students meet rising tuition costs, the President's proposal increases loan

limits for first-year students, extends the favorable interest rate framework currently available to  * -
students, and eases and expands repayment options so millions of students can manage higher debts.
In total, the President's budgets would provide $7.4 billion in additional benefits to students over the -
next 10 years. These costs are offset by proposals that help strengthen the financial stability of the ... -
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student loan programs. o ’ o : L

" o Improving Adult Literacy. The President proposed developmg a comprehensrve web- based Ilteracy
" ~ tool for adults, which would be made available in public libraries, community colleges, and at social
‘service offices, including Head Start Centers and One -Stop job centers. ThIS new, web based literacy
tooI will increase adult ||teracy across the U S , t .

| Good Start, Grow Smart: S-trengthening Early Learning |

- Early childhood development is one of the best investments

- America can make to help ensure that children are successful in.
school and later in life. Studies show vocabulary, letter
knowledge, and phonological awareness, in addition to socnal
and emotional factors, have a significant impact.on later

"On the first day of school, ¢hildren need
to know lettérs and numbers. They need a
strong vocabulary. And-they need to love
books. These are the building blocks of

’ /earn/ng
success in school. Whether in pre-school or at home with . o :
parents or other caregivers, every young child should have the : TN ,
oppoftunity to develop the skills needed to succeed in school. - Pr es:dent.Ge(lo“r;)g_rel gv 230%527
Good Start, Grow Smart " |
. . - . . ~
The President's Good Start, Grow Smart initiative-has three goals: o (

o Strengthening Head Start . ‘
o Partnering with states to improve early childhood learning, and
o Providing parents, teachers and caregivers with information on early learning.

The Presndent s Accompllshments

Since announcing the Good Start Grow Smart initiative, the President's Administration has made. S|gn|f|cant
progress: , ,
o Strengthening Head Start
The President's Administration believes that Head Start is an important opportunlty to prepare low-
income and disadvantaged children to enter school ready to learn and has worked to strengthen the
program,.including:
= Training teachers in early learning: Over 50,000 Head Start teachers have recerved tramlng in
early language and literacy development and in state-of-the-art early Ilteracy teachlng strategies
through a Train the Trainers program.

- = Enacting a National Reportmg System: Through the National Reporting System Head Start
programs engage in a brief procedure to assess all 4 and 5 year-olds on a limited set of Ianguage
literacy, and numeracy indicators. These indicators are predlctlve of a child's later success in
school, especially with reading. By using the same set of tools to collect information from every

_Head Start program, the Department of Health and Human Sérvices will be able to document
Head Start's effectiveness nationally in a new, valid, and reliable way.

. » Greater flexibility for local programs: The Head Start Bureau redesigned the national training
. and technical assistance system for Head Start programs that maximizes the benefits to local
programs, provides greater flexibility and responsiveness to local programs' needs and increased
the amount of funds available for support of national training and techmcal assistance by $20
~million through administrative savmgs o . ‘

o Partnermg with States to Improve Early Learmng ‘
The President's Good Start, Grow Smart initiative called on states to develop quallty criteria for early
childhood education, including voluntary guidelines on pre-reading and language skills activities that
align with State K-12 standards. Since that time, the President's Administration has -undertaken a
' ' number of steps to form-partnerships with states to improve early childhood programs, including: -
- = Encouraging states to develop quality criteria for early childhood education: The President’ s ,
Administration established the new planning requirements for states and trained state officials on :

AN
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_ early research and Good Start, Grow Smart reqwrements Child Care Development Fund.-
- applications last year show that all states are making progress on eatly learning gurdellnes
, . e - professional development plans and coordination of early childhood programs.

_— Expanding state flexrblllty in meetrng Federal Chlld Care Development Fund match
*‘requirements. . .

s Establishing early childhood educator tralnmg academles and provrdlng gurdance to states on
ways to coordinate serwces S L v

‘o Provudlng Parents, Teachers, and Careglvers Informatlon on Early Learmng
- Children need parents, teachers, and others to prepare them for success in school and in I|fe Scientific
- research clearly demonstrates that parents and preschool programs can use specific activities to
~ prepare children for school. But there is a gap between what we know and what we do in early
childhood education. In order to close this gap, the Departments of Education and Health and Human -
Services are establishing partnerships with private, public, and civic groups to highlight the importance -
of early childhood development. These partnerships provide parents, pre-school providers, teachers,
" policy-makers, and the public, with information and curricula to help guide children effectlvely toward
successful vocabulary development pre-reading, and numeracy: skills.

- Providing information to parents and caregivers: The President's Administration has provided
millions of guides to parents and caregivers featuring the latest research, mcludlng 17.5 million
copies in English and Spanish of Healthy Start, Grow Smart, a 13-pamphlet series on infant health
care and child development. In addition, the President's Administration has distributed over
900,000 copies of Teaching Our Youngest, an early learning guide for teachers and child care
providers and over 150,000 copies of A Child Becomes a‘Reader: Birth to Preschool, a guide
providing advice for parents of children from birth to preschool on -how to support reading

" development at home, and how to recogmze preschool and day care actlvrtres that start chlldren
on the road to becoming readers. , :

.~ = Launching early chlldhood education research The-President dlrected that research and’
REAEE. program development in early childhood education be given high priority and stressed the need for
' research and programmatic efforts in.early childhood education to be comprehensive by. Ilnklng
_together programs and curricula to ensure optimal development of cognitive abilities, social -
- competencies, and emotional health’ along with ensuring physical health and family-school

. relationships. Since the Good Start, Grow. Smart program was launched both the Department of ) a

Education and the National Institute of Child Health and Development have undertaken S|gn|f|cant
new research prOJects | T v

President Bush s Proposals Support and Improve Head Start

o Fundlng for Head Start has mcreased by nearly $750 m|II|on wrth the Presrdent s Flscal Year 2005
" budget request, a 12% increase over FY 2001. v

o Training for Head Start Teachers More than 50, 000 Head Start teachers have been provrded tralnmg
in early learning. .

o Slgmflcant Improvements to Head Start have been proposed mcludnng anew focus on preparing
-children‘for school. And a National Repomng System has been established to determine which Head -
. Start centers are successful in preparing children for school and which centers are in need of ‘
~ assistance. The Bush Administration has also proposed giving states greater opportunlty to coordlnate
- Head Start, state Pre- K programs and child care programs. .

i
s

The Presudent s Contmued Efforts to Strengthen Early Learnlng

President Bush contlnues hlS efforts to strengthen early chlldhood educatlon through the Good Start Grow -
Smart program |nclud|ng his proposal to strengthen Head Start Addltronally, the Presrdent will:

| ' ' o Give'priority_cdnsideration for Federal funding to early. chrldhood programs in statesv that have a

‘coordinated early childhood plan involving Head Start, pre-K, and.childcare services;

\
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) -'Contlnue volunteer parent early llteracy tratmng through Head Start

' ‘ e Continug to fund research to: develop the most effective curricula and programs for teachmg chlldren
- early literacy and math skills; develop developmentally appropnate measurements; and |dent|fy
effectlve adult and family literacy programs;

o Expand the Reach Out and Read program WhICh seeks to make early llteracy a standard part of-
- pediatric primary care;

o Continue and expand dlstrlbutlon of Healthy Start Grow Smart booklets to provide parents the
o |nformat|on they need to enhance their children's early development;

o Engage faith-based and community-based organizations to help provide parents w:th the skllls they
. need to advance their children's healthy development and :

o} Increase outreach efforts to minority famllles to better dlssemlnate effective early ch|ldhood
‘ development strategles : :

~Return to this article at: o
http //www whltehouse qov/news/releases/Q004/09/20040926 html
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For Immediate Release
Offrce of the Press Secretary
January 12, 2005

President Discusses No Child Left Behind and ngh School Initiatives
J.E.B. Stuart High School -
FaIIs Church, Vrrgmra

B Fact Sheet: No Chlld Left Behlnd--quh Quality, quh School
- Initiatives ~
g In Focus: Education

VIDEG lﬁuttintedia

: Presndent s Remarks
10:31 A.M.-EST

THE PRESIDENT Thank you all, very much Thank you all. Thanks
a Iot Please be seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. Dr. Riddile, thank you for inviting me and Laura to come
‘to your.great'school. He said, we're not very far from the White House. | sald fine, I'll jUSt drive over: It turns out |
didn't see any traffic. (Laughter ) :

| want to thank all the students who are here today. Thank you for
coming to let an old guy speak to you. Dr: Riddile said, make one
* thing -- make sure you do one thing, Mr. President. | said, what is
that? He said, Keep the speech short, students can't wait to get back
|nto class. (Laughter.) Here we go.

I also want to thank the folks that Laura and | got to meet earlier --
teachers and superintendent parent. They explained to us why their
school is so good. And we're here because this is a great school. I'l
talk a little bit about that later on. But one thing for certain is that the
philosophy of this school needs to be the philosophy of every school -
- and that is, you believe in the best for every student, and you do :
-~ what is necessary to.make sure that every child -- not groups of children -- but every chrld can read and wrlte and
' »add and subtract and every child has got the potential to achleve hIS or her dreams in Amerlca :

1
Iy

C The frrst thlng | want to do is congratulate the Ieadershlp of thls school, the prmcrpal the teachers and the
mvolved parents for a job well done. (Applause.) o

l want to thank Laura for traveling with me today. She's been travellng with me for a Iong tlme (Laughter ) And for
a public school librarian, the highway has been a little bumpier than she probably thought. But she is --'she = '
shares the same passion |.do, and that is to put systems in place to-encourage every child to learn to read.’And
SO thank you for comlng, Iooklng forward to working with youon education matters during the next. four years

| want to thank Rod Paige, who's jomed us. Rod is the outgoing Secretary of Education. Four years ago when |
was looking at the Cabinet, | decided to pick somebody who had been on the front lines of educational
excellence. Rod was the former superintendent of schools in the Houston Independent School District. That's the
front lines. And the results of his hard work are noticeable in Houston. And | want to thank you, Rod, for not only
serving in Houston, but coming from the great state of Texas to serve our country for four years. (Applause )

I don't’ know whether the senators will think this is breaking protocol, but Margaret Spellings' is traveling wi'th me.
today. Let's just say she is my domestic policy advisor -- and if the Senate so decides, will succeed Rod as the
Secretary of Education. | don't know where you are, Margaret There you are. Thanks, yes. (Applause ) | suspect -
that if confirmed, the seat W|Il improve. (Laughter) :

’ Again, 1 want to thank Mel Riddile for being such a fine principal. He's'what | would call an eduCational :
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entrepreneur You can't have a good school unless you 've got a good leader. And the principal is the leader of the
school, and | apprecrate you | appreciate your spmt | appremate your vision, and | appreciate the hlgh standards :
' (Applause ) ' B , v :

And I'want to thank the superintendent of schools for recognizing that g
this good man is a good principal. And | want to thank you for being
_here, Jack. Jack Dale -- Dr. Jack Dale is with us, who is the
'superintendent of the Fairfax County Public School District. Thanks
' for taklng ona blg job. (Applause ) :

lwas pleased to see that United States senators from the great state
-- or the Commonwealth of Virginia have joined us. Senator John
Warner is with us today. I'm honored you're here, Senator. Thank-you |
for coming. (Applause.) Senator George Allen is with us. Thank you
for belng here, George. (Applause.) Congressman Tom Davis, proud
you're here. (Applause.) A member of the Stuart PTA, | presume? At one time. After all, his daughter Shelley
graduated from the high school here. | want to thank you all for coming.’| appreciate the attorney general of the

~great state of Virginia joining us, Jerry Kilgore. (Applause.) | want to-thank all the state and local oﬁ"mals Thanks

o once again to the students and parents for allowmg me to come today.

C

ThlS is one of the first stops in the year 2005 for me. And there s a reason why it's one of the first stops is we are

" dedicated to doing everything we can at the federal level to improve public education. You can't have a hopeful .
America without a public school system that's working to the best of its abilities. I'm optimistic we can.achieve .

that, and I'm optimistic we can achieve a lot of things. I'm optimistic we can spread freedom and therefore peace
around the worId l m optlmlstrc that we can continue to protect our homeland. ’ ‘

I'm Iooking 'fOrward to working with our fellow citizens to continue to spread the great compassion of America..l
- want to thank those of you in this audience who have contributed to the tsunami relief effort. | appreciate so very
-much our fellow citizens for joining President Clinton and President Bush in lending your heart, through your
money, to help those who suffer. The federal government will contlnue to remaln focused on maklng sure the
vrctims of that natural disaster get the best help possible. : :

I'm goi’ng to continue to work in 2005 to keep this economy of ours strong so people can find work. And one way
to do so'is to keep your taxes low and to reduce the burden of junk lawsuits and needless regulations on our
nation's employers. (Applause.) Looking forward to making sure that, to the best of our ability, that health care is
 more affordable and available. . ‘ ' ‘ :

It's hardifor me to come to-a high school class and.look at our
youngsters and say; the Social Security system is in good shape :
~when | understand it's not. To the seniors of America, nothing is going -85
to change when it comes to your Social Securlty check. But if this
Congre,ss doesn't join this administration in working to reform and

- strengthen Social Security, we will not be able to look at the high
school seniors of today and say, we have done our duty in protecting
Social Security for you, for, after all, the system will be bankrupt by
‘the year 2040. And now is the time for the United States Congress to
. join with the administration to save and strengthen Social Security for i
generatlons to come. (Applause )

- To keep this country prosperous and to keep this country hopeful, we've got to make sure these public schools of
ours stay strong, and we started on that road to strengthening every public school three years ago, when | signed
- the No-Child Left Behind Act. The theory of this law is straightforward, it's pretty easy to understand: that in return
for federal dollars, we are asking for results. That makes sense if you're a taxpayer. It makes sense, frankly, if -
you're an innovative teacher and a strong principal. We're leaving behind the old attitude that it's okay for some
students just to be shuffled through the system. That's not okay. And three years ago we began to change the
system that too often had given up on a child, primarily.those children whose mothers or dads didn't speak -
English.as a first language or those children who may be growing up in inner-city America, whosé mom or dad
didn't have big income levels. This admlmstration believes, and most people in Amerlca believe that every Chl|d
can learn . , :
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And SO, we re ralsmg the standards for every publlc school in America. If youEelleve every child can learn, then it
‘makes ‘sense to raise the bar, not lower the bar. (Applause ) If you believe every child can learn, then it makes
sense to measure to determine whether every child is learning. That's called accountability, accountability for
results. Accountablllty is so crucial to achieve our goal for every child learning to read, write, add and subtract.
Accountability helps to correct problems early, before it is too late. Accountability enables a good teacher to testa
- curriculum as to whether or not that curriculum is working. Accountability allows principals and teachers to -

determine whether methodology is working. Accountablllty also is a way to make sure parents stay mvolved in the -
, educatlonal systems across our country. : ,

“You know for a while, in certain districts, a parent -- you 'daska parent how is your school doing? And the ,
parent's natural reaction is, it's the best there is. In some cases, like the parents here at Stuart High, they're right..
But in some cases, because there was no accountability system, they were wrong. Accountability system allows a
parent or a local official or concerned citizen to compare results from one school to another within a district, and
from one district to another within a state. And that's important. Because by putting parents in the center of the
school system, it not only encourages parental responsibility, it enables parents to demand reform when there --
reform needs to be done. It enables parents, when they see excellence, to do what every parent should do, and
that'is thank the teacher and the principal for a job well done: (Applause.)

ACcountabrllty systems don't work unless there are consequences And s0 in the No Child Left Behind Act, rf a
school fails to'make progress parents have optlons They can send their chrld to free after-school tutormg or they.v
can send thelr ch|ld to a different publlc school

For the past three years, thanks to Rod Paige's hard work, these reforms have been put into action. All 50 states
plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have drawn .up plans to measure performance in every school. And
the reportlng process is beglnnmg to work. ;

But more |mportantly than the process of putting reform in place is that we're beginning to see results. If you
measure, you get-to determine whether or not we're achieving things. Fourth grade math test scores across this
nation went up nine points between the years 2000 and 2003. Eighth graders |mproved by five points.in the same
period. In other words, because we measure, | can now stand up-and say, we're beginning to close an
achievement gap in America. (Applause.) We've got reading scores -- reading scores for 4th graders increased in
the vast majority of states that tested between 1998 and 2003, mcludmg Virginia. African American and Hispanic
and Native American children are beginning to learn to read. There is a significant achievement gap in America,
and that is not right. And we're closing that gap. And you know how we know, is because we measure, because

- we're W|II|ng to devrse measurement systems, not at the federal level, but at the state level. .

The results in Virginia are strong. Last school year, 69 percent of the schools met their target for progress. That'
up 10 percentage points from the previous year. That's great. Except I'm now focused on the other 31 percent,.
and | know the government here in Virginia will be as focused, as weII ‘Sixty-nine percent and an increase of 10
percent is really good news. : : ‘

But one day | hope to be able to stand here in my term, or a future President or a future governor, and say, we're
.. up to 100 percerit success in the great state of Virginia. That's what we want. We're not interested in. medlocnty
We're interested: i in excellence, so not one smgle child is left behind in our country
{
African American and Hispanic students in your state improved their scores in reading and math. Things are
happening in America. Things are happening in V|rg|n|a A lot of it has to do with good pnncupals and hard-
working teachers, and | understand that. _

You know, the people of this country are probably saying, why d|d you come to Stuart High School’? And let me -
tell you why. It wasn't so long ago that Stuart High School was a troubled school. | can't remember what the
words the principal used. | think he said that they deemed it to be a "failure," if I'm not mistaken: Nobody -- at least
the people in this school didn't want to be called a "failure." So you set out to do something about it. In 1997 the
test scores were the lowest in Fairfax County, and among the lowest in all of Virginia.

By focusmg on results and stressing the importance of reading, by makmg sure that the measurement systems
focuses on each individual child, by not tolerating excuses for failure, this school has been turned around. ‘
(Applause.) And how do we know? See, | can say that with certainty -- in other words, I'm not guessing. I'm not
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saying, oh you ‘know, the pnnC|pal looks like a pretty good guy and the teachers sounded smart and the students
are cheering loudly. (Laughter.) | know because you measure. The test scores in reading and math are now .
above the state average, and the trend lines are excellent. Dr. Riddile told me what you would expect. He said, 1
“am really proud of the students here. He said, we're willing to do what it takes for the students to succeed. | like -
that attitude; | hope the parents like that attitude, as well. Whatever it takes for the students to succeed. He said,
it's not maglc It takes hard work and smart work, and that's somethlng other schools can do. :

- I'm here at Stuart ngh School because | want other schools who have got-a student populatron as dlverse asa
-“Stuart High School does to know. that'success and excellence is posS|ble (Applause ) And the goal for our hlgh
schools around our country is for them to achieve the same good results you've achieved here at Stuart -- seems
l|ke a reallstlc goal. And, yet, many of our nation's high schools face serious challenges. :

Out of a hundred 9th graders in our public schools, only 68.will complete high school on time.A Now, we liveina *
competitive world.-And a 68 percent graduation rate for 9th-graders is not good enough to be able to compete in
- this competitive world. In math and science, the problem is especially urgent A recent study showed that |
American 15-year-olds ranked 27th out of 39 countries |n math literacy.(l don't know about you, but I want to be
ranked fi rst in the world, not 27th. (Applause )

| view the results in our high school as a warning, and a call to action. And'| belleve the federal government has a

role to play As'you can tell, | believe the federal government had a role to play in primary education, and | believe

the federal government has a role to play in secondary education. Up to now, the reforms, as I've explained to

you, focus on the primary schools. Today, | propose a $1.5 billion initiative to help every high school student

graduate with the skills necessary to succeed. (Applause. ):Before you get too nervous, please understand that |

- strongly believe in local control of schools. | don't believe you can have innovation at Stuart High: School if the
federal government is trylng to teach you how to run your school.

~

The role of the- federal government is.to -- is to serve as a fundlng source for specific projects, and an instigator
for-accountability systems. The accountability system is, of course, devised by local people. The state of Virginia
has devised its own accountability system. | don't believe in a federal test. | believe a federal test leads to federal

. control, and |-believe federal control of the public school systems leads to failure. (Applause.) And so I believe the
federal government has an obligation to help in a way that helps local districts and local schools achieve our
objectives. Some of that money ought to be -- that I've just announced will go to early intervention programs.

Under this plan, high school teachers will analyze 8th grade test data for incoming 9th grade students so that
when they see a student at risk of falling behind, the teachers and the parents can get together and design a
program to help make sure that child can catch up, before it's too late. | believe in programs being flexible and
uniquely tailored to each student's needs, just like you do here at Stuart High School. And so this program will
enable-and help school dlstncts and schools intervene early, assess and design programs that meet the needs of
that part|cular student _

To support |ntervent|on plans, | believe we need to i improve the way the federal government funds hlgh schools

“The federal government -- oh, we've got a lot of programs designed to help high school students; over the years,
programs have developed. The problem is they're like silos. They're prescriptions that may not meet the needs of
the local high school, or the local school district -- you know, a program to promote vocational education, or to .
prepare for college preparation, or to encourage school restructuring. They all sound fine, and they're all

“important. But they may not be what is necessary for a particular school district or a high school to achieve the
objective of teaching every child to read and write and add and subtract. So | believe we ought to consolidate the
high school improvement programs so that states have the fleX|b|I|ty to choose the program that works best for .
their students. (Applause ) .

See, we've. got to be careful about pre-Judglng results in Washlngton D.C. We ought to say, you can achleve the
results, and here's the flexibility necessary to do so. And by giving you flexrblllty, it means we' re -- we're more
likely to achieve the results that we all want.

To ensure that.the mterventlon programs are workmg and graduates are prepared ‘we need to be certam that
~high school students are learning every year. So the second component.of my high school initiative is to measure
progress with tests in reading and math in the 9th, 10th and11th grade. (Applause ) Listen, I've heard every '
excuse in the book not to test. My answer-is, how do you know if a child is learning if you don't test. We've got
money in the budget to help the states implement the tests. There should be no excuse saylng well, |t's an ’
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: unfunded mandate Forget |t -- |t wnll be funded Ive heard peoplé say you re teachrng the test; |f you teach a ch|Id :
to read, they'll pass the test. Testing is lmportant Testing at high school levels will help us to become more -
competltrve as the years go by. Testing in high schools will make sure that our _children are employable for the
jobs of the 21st century. Testing will allow teachers to |mprove their classes. Testlng will enable schools to track.
Testing will make sure that diploma is not merely a sign of endurance but the mark of a young person ready to

o ",succeed (Applause.)

~The prrncnpal of this great school said we spell hope R-E-A-D. I thought that's a pretty darn good slogan And the
_reason why that's a good slogan is to make sure every high school student has a chance to realize his or her
dreams, each graduate must read -- must know how to read. You can't -- you cannot achieve.in America if you
cannot read and, yet, too-many of our children cannot read. And so I'm asking Congress to increase funding for’
my Striving Readers Initiative to $200 million. We'll use these resources to help more than a hundred school

. districts train teachers in research-based methods so they can provrde effective mterventrons for middle and high
school students strugglmg in readmg

~

There is such a program here at Stuart. One reason why Stuart is dorng so well is because you've got an :
intervention program when it comes to reading. How do | know? | met-with.the intervener. (Laughter.) | met with
the person who designed the reading program. | met with the person whose force of personality is so huge that
not only are people working on readrng in reading classes, but they're doing so at P.E. and math, and that is the
reading coach, Sandy Switzer, who is with us today. Thank you for your -- (applause.) She. knows what she s
talkrng about And asa result the high school students here are readlng : S

And it sounds odd, doesn't it, for the President to stand up and say, we need to focus on readlng in hlgh school.
But that's the state of affairs. Someday, when No Child Left Behind is fuIIy |mplemented and kicked in; there are-
not going to need to be early:intervention programs or intervention reading programs.in high school. But, today,
'we need them: And, therefore, this program will help school districts make sure that at the very minimum, a high-
. school graduate has got the capacrty to read. :

| met with Zenab Abu-Taleb today- She is from Syria. And three of her daughters -- one has gone to this school,

* and two others -- by the way, one of them is going to college, which is a fantastic achievement for the family. And’
she was talkrng about what it means to have her daughters in Ms. Switzer's reading program. And I'm not going to
put words in her-mouth, but | will describe the excitement that she had in her voice when she talked about the fact
that her girls are learning to read, are becoming literate. She did something pretty smart, though, by the way, and
| hope other parents around the nation follow suit. She said to her girls: you will be reading more than you watch
TV. (Laughter ) That's pretty hard to do. (Applause )

She's excited by the fact that Ms. Switzer and the teachers here are using research- based reading programs I'm
sure some of you are aware of these reading debates that go on around the country, endless hours of air timeare
spent -- this one works this one doesn't work. The only way you can know is you measure.

S~

And so Ms. Switzer has taken a program that achieves measurable result_s and is spreading it all across this
school. And as a result, the students here are improving dramatically when it comes to reading. And as a result,
test scores in other subjects are |mprovrng dramatically, as weII Congratulatrons for a jOb well done (Applause )

To make sure that people can find work in the 21st century, high school graduates also need a f|rm grasp on
math. I'm proposing a $120 million initiative to improve high school math. With theése funds, school districts will set
up programs to train math teachers in methods proven to succeed Every student should be prepared in math so
that every. graduate has the skills necessary to succeed

N talked to Stuart Singer. He s a math teacher here. You may have heard of him. (Applause. ) He's only been’ here
32 years. (Laughter.) He recognizes what | recognize: that the best jobs are those that require' math, some sense
of understanding of math. And too many of our students don't understand that -- understand math. And we 've got
to get it right. | want to thank you for teaching, Stuart. Stuart, by the way -- you're not going to believe this - falls
in the incredibly small world category. He graduated from SMU in Dallas the same year that Laura graduated from
SMU'in Dallas. (Applause.) | asked him if they ever went to the bar together. (Laughter.) Both of them said, no,
they were in the library. (Laughter and applause )t probably dustlngwshes their college career from m|ne
‘(Laughter and applause ) ‘ : ‘ . &

S~
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. ~One of the thmgs we must be erllng to always do is raise the bar We ve got to contmue to raise the barin: our
~ high schools. And one of the best ways to do so is by promoting advanced placement and the mternatlonal
' ,baccalaureate programs At Stuart High, you've gota fantastic IB program It really means that you 're wrllmg to

- challenge every student. That's what it says. Itjust says, we're not going to be -- we just srmply will'not accept the

- status quo, that we're going to try to bring innovative: programs to thlS school to contrnue to raise the bar to R
i challenge students as best as we possrbly can.. , s S

. Stuart by the way, offers an IB course - or IB courses He talks about former students that have come back from

~ college that have taken the 1B classes, and he says - he says the sacnflce - they say, the sacnflce rs worth rt It

: makes a brg |mpact ‘And that's |mportant R B T

1z And so for the students here wondenng whether or not the Amencan expenence or the Amencan future belongs

" to you; absolutely. But it's up to you to decide to continue to soarand to seek new heights. And this school one
'reason Stuart succeeds is because the school contrnually rarses standards and raises expectatrons .

, And thats what we need to do around the country. Every student wrth the passron and abllrty to take an AP or IB
“class should have the ‘opportunity to do so. That's' why we've increased federal support for AP‘and 1B programs; a’

.73 percent increase over the. current amount is what I'm proposing. These programs will help school districts train. B
. teachers to offer college- Ievel courses. In other words you can't offer a program ina hrgh school unless the o

fteachers are tralned to do so
And we also need to help low=income students pay for the tests. It does not make any sense: that a famlly budget
. whenit comes to takrng AP tests or |B tests, should stand between a; student's dreams and the ablllty to take the
test (Applause ) . ‘ D s ; /
_ Another way to encourage students to take demandrng courses is through the state scholars program In Vlrgrnra
.. you have a similar program which gives high schoolers an |ncent|ve/to take advanced courses in math and-.
- science and other subjects. That makes a lot of sense. Taklng high- -level courses like these makes the graduates
_more Irkely to succeed. And so.it makes sense for the federal government to work with the state government, and :
" the state government to work with local districts to continue to: provide incentives to encourage students to take
*tougher and tougher courses, to take a more rigorous course load And so we're gorng to contmue to fund state
scholars programs around the country because they get results v : ey

1

And | belleve another way to encourage students to take rigorous classes is to enhance the Pell grants
scholarshlps for low-income students who've completed the state scholars program (Applause.) High achrevrng
students =- hlgh achieving students who take ngorous) course loads will receive up to an addltlonal thousand
o 'dollars dunng each of their first two years in college (Applause ) :

«

: _Let me taIk about our natlon s teachers. | was the governor of Texas once and one.our great governors was Sam «

Houston And he had been a United States senator and a governor. He was actually.the president of Texas. We
were a country once. (Laughter.) He had a lot of interesting jobs. He was:quite a colorful character..They.asked.
him toward the end of his life, what was the most important thing he had ever done. He said, being-a teacher [

. want to thank the teachers who are here. You've got a. tough job,’ but you have a vital jOb (Applause )

-iBy the way, I want to thank the parents who take an lnterest in your child's education. A mom ora dad is the
- child's first teacher. And a school -- | bet you 've got a pretty strong PTA here, and | want to thank the parents for

staylng involved with school. The teachers | know, appreciate it. I'm sure the principal apprecrates it; most of the ,

time.. (Laughter ) Butl apprecrate your mvolvement it means a lot

; ‘ Lastly, | want to thank the Congress for sendlng a bill called the Crayola Credlt Wthh relmburses teachers for up
' ‘to $250 of out-of-pocket classroom expenses. It's an |mportant srgnal that we care of our teachers It's a proper
use of federal Ieglslatlon (Applause ). :

‘,And we also passed a good piece. of legislation that expanded loan forglveness from $5 000 to $17 500 for o

talented math, science and special ed teachers who teach at low-income schools. | thought that was a good- prece

of legislation. (Applause.) Unfortunately -- unfortunately, it's about to expire. So |'would hope the Congress - We'
-+ can work with the Congress to make loan forgiveness permanent. It sends the right s:gnals to our teachers and
‘helps school drstncts that are Iooklng for good teachers to attract those teachers : :

N
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And, fmally, I belreve the federal government can put a program together to help reward success for our teachers
| proposed a new $500 million incentive fund to reward teachers who get results. Teachers could qualify-for an .
award by raising student performance, or closing the achievement gap, or volunteering to teach in low-income
schools. That will be up to the local districts to decide how to disburse the money. But | think it makes sense to -~
encourage excellence by providing a $5,000 bonus to nearly a 100,000 outstanding teachers across the country.
The program won't be administered at the federal level. It will be administered at the state and local level: But it's

-a way to help say to teachers, thanks for a job well done. Here's a little extra because of merit. Here S - here s our

way of saylng thanks for doing what you want to do which is to provrde excellence.

~And so here S some_practlcal ideas for the Congress to consider as we head into a new session, to-make sure

that the good folks of this country understand that we're committed to education reform at all levels. We're making

‘great progress of the No Child Left Behind Act. | will vigorously defend the No Child Left Behind Act. We will not

accept rolling. back the -- the accountability systems in the No Child Left Behind Act, because | believe the »
accountability systems are beginning to make a huge difference in the lives of children from all walks of life across

- thrs country (Applause)

Here S some |deas to 9th graders when they're commg into hlgh school SO we can assess thelr problems and’

‘meet their needs before they lose hope, so the 68 percent graduation number soars. Here's a way to help reward

teachers. Here's a way to provide good incentives. Here sa way to. make sure that we achreve what we all want

' the best school system |n the world.
: Thank you for Iettlng me come by to visit. May God bless you aII Thank you all. (Applause )

.. END 11: 10AM EST

Return to this. artlcle at:
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Presidential Action

‘e President Bush on January 12, 2005 highlighted the need to do more to prepare our high school students
for the future. His education proposals would ensure.that every high school student graduates with the
skills needed to succeed in college and in a globally competitive workforce ,

e The President’s Fiscal Year 2006 budget will provide $1.5 billion in funding for a new High School Initiative
to help states hold high schools accountable for teaching all students and to provide effective and timely
intervention for those students who are not learning at grade level. This initiative includes requrrements for
state assessments in high school to ensure that diplomas are truly meaningful. S

e The President’s plan for high schools will help to ensure excellence for every student. -

o President Bush will propose to increase funding for his Striving Readers program to $200 m||I|on
annually, and will propose $269 million for the Mathematics and Science Partnership program.

o To reward teachers who demonstrate success in preparing their students through increases in
student achievement and teach in low-income schools, he will propose a $500 million incentive fund
for states and school districts. .

o. The President’s support for Advanced Placement programs wnII not only encourage the growth of
AP and IB courses, but also serve as a mechanism for upgrading the entire high school curriculum
for all students. President Bush will also-propose the State Scholars Initiative for states to develop
and promote strong courses of study to increase student.achievement.

'"Background on Presidential Action .

 President Bush’s plan to reform our Nation’s elementary and secondary schools to ensure that all children are

proficient in reading and math by the 2013-14 school year was passed in Congress with bipartisan majorities. The

President signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) so that testing, accountability, and high standards
~ will join with record new funding to help ensure educational excellence for every child. The early grades are
- seeing progress across America, but we must finish the job with Amerlcan hlgh schools.

According to the latest results from the Program for Internatlon‘al ‘Student A‘ssessment, America's 15-year-olds
performed below the international average in mathematics literacy and problem-solving, placing 27th out of 39
countries. These disappointing results should be a call to action so that our graduates are prepared for a lifetime
of achievement and active participation in our country. To build on America’s education reforms, the President’s
high school initiatives will increase the quality-of secondary.education and ensure that every student qraduates
from high school prepared to enter college or the workforce with the skills to succeed

o The President’s new High School Inltlatlve will prowde $1.5 billion in-the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006
budget. $1.2 billion will be used for High School Intervention to help states hold high schools
accountable for teaching all students and to provide effective interventions for those students who
are not learning at grade level. In return for a commitment to improve academic achievement and
graduation rates for secondary:school students, states will receive the flexibility to choose which
programs will be most effective in serving the needs of their high school students. And-$250 million
will be used for State Assessments to ensure that hlgh school dlplomas are truly meaningful with

- required state assessments in high school.

o To make the taxpayer dollar work smarter, and still provnde fundlng for states under the ngh School
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In|t|at|ve programs with a narrow focus and programs that have not proven etfectlve in |mprovmg
o . our secondary students’ academic achievement will be consolldated -
: . g ° Increasmg Reading Skills for Amerlca s Striving Readers :
o -0 Students who fall behind i |n readlng have a greater chance of dropping out of hrgh school altogether
- The President’s Striving Readers .initiative provides a focus on improving the readmg skills of high
school students who read below grade level. This Presidential initiative, first funded in 2005, builds
- on the No Child Left Behind elementary school readlng initiatives. The President’s FY 2006 budget
~ will provide $200 million, an increase of $175 million, elght times the 2005 level to improve the
reading skills of these high school students. ,

o Enhancmg Mathematics and Science Achlevement

"o To accelerate mathematics and science achievement for our high school graduates the Presrdent
will again propose a total of $269 million in the FY 2006 budget, for the Mathematics and Science
© 'Partnership program authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act. $120 million will be dedicated to
- support projects to accelerate the mathematics achievement of all secondary students, and,
especially low-achieving students. The program works to ensure that states and school drstrlcts
implement professional development projects for mathematics teachers that are strongly grounded
- inresearch, and that help. mathematics teachers strengthen their skills.
- o The President also supports partnerships between school districts and publlc private mstltutlons 10
. create an Adjunct Teacher Corps, with opportunities for professionals to teach middle and high
school courses in the core academic subjects, particularly in mathematics and science. Many school :
districts are in need of personnel to strengthen instruction in mrddle and hrgh schools in the core ’
‘ : academrc subjects, especially mathematics and science. ‘
° Acceleratmg Student Achievement with Advanced Placement and Internatronal Baccalaureate
o President Bush will propose $52 million in the FY-2006 budget for the Advanced Placement program
authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act — an increase of 73%. This funding will help ensure that
teachers in low-income schools are well-trained to teach Advanced Placement (AP) and o
" International Baccalaureate (IB) courses. The President’s support for Advanced Placement
: o programs will not only éncourage the growth of AP and 1B courses, but also serve as-a mechamsm
‘ © . for upgrading the entire high school curriculum. » . :
. Promotlng Scholastic Achievement with State Scholars - : ' :
o President Bush will propose $45 million to-encourage students to take more rlgorous hlgh school v
courses. Under the President’s State Scholars Initiative, 12 states have already received assistance -
to create the State Scholars program which requires high school students to take at least three
years of math and science, three and one-half years of socual studles four years of Engllsh ‘and two
years of foreign language courses.
oln addition, low-income high school students W||| be ellglble for up to $1 000 in addltlonal PeII Grant
o ard for the first two years of coIlege if they complete the State Scholars curriculum..

- ###:r’
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President's Remarks

B view -
& |

THE PRESIDENT: Please be seated. Thanks lor commg Laura and |
are pleased to be here at the Department of Education with Margaret
Spelllngs Madam Secretary, thanks for inviting us over. (Applause )

| have known Margaret for allong time, before we both came to Washmgton When | was the governor of Texas ,
she was a senior advisor for education, and at the White House she has been my senior domestic policy advisor.
For more than 10 years, she's been right down the hall or by my side, and now | look forward to havrng her take
her seat in the Cabinet Room (Applause.)

It's ,good to be here with members of her family. I've known her
husband for a while, Robert Spellings. It's good that Robert and
Britain are with us. Mary and Grace are with us, as well, Margaret's
daughters. Her parents, John and Peg Dudar, are here, as are other
members of her family. Welcome to Washlngton D:C.

I'm pleased members of.the Congress have come. | am so grateful
that Senator Ted Kennedy and Senator Mike Enzi are with us today.
Thank you both for coming. | appreciate Congressman John -
Boehner, Ralph Regula, and Mac Thornberry from Texas for being
here. You're very gracious to take time to be here. Thank you aII for
being here (Applause)

Looking around, | see other nominees for the Cabinet and members of our admlnlstratlon all fans of Margaret | ‘
see a few Texans have come up from the great state -- thank you all for being here. We're honored you re here. l
know Margaret is especrally honored you're here , ,

She will be an outstanding Secretary of Education. ‘She has been involved in all our efforts to strengthen
America's public schools. She was instrumental in getting the No Child Left Behind Act passed, that will help raise

‘standards in.our- pub\llc schools. She believes, as’l do, that every Chl|d can learn, and that .every school must

teach. -

In the past four years, we have made great strides. Today, chlldren across America are sconng higher on state
reading and math tests. The achievement gap in America is closmg We've made important progress, but o
Margaret understands. there is still more work to be done. We will maintain the high standards of No Child Left
Behmd We WI|| extend those hlgh standards and: accountablllty to Amerlca S publlc high schools.

S Today, onIy about 60 out of every 100 students enterlng our publlc hlgh schools ever make it to graduatlon four ‘

years later. Margaret understands, as do |, that is unacceptable. We're committed to ensuring that every high

-school student succeeds and leaves with the skills he or she needs to succeed in college or the workplace.

Because most new jobs in our 21st century economy will require post-secondary education or training, Margaret
understands we need to make higher education more affordable and accessible for all Americans. We will reform
the student aid system and increase college assistance for low-income students. We'll increase the maximum

award for Pell grants, and make them available to students year-round. And we will expand-access to community
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colleges, so that more Americans can develop the skills and knoWIedge they need to succeed in theworkplace.

Margaret is the rrght person to carry out a reform.agenda. She is
talented, she is smart, she is capable, and she is a lot of fun to be
around. (Laughter and applause.) She is @ mom. She has a personal
stake in the success of our nation's schools. She knows that to build
on the progress of No Child Left Behind, the government, the
President and the Secretary of Education, and those who work in this
building must listen to those closest to.our children -- their parents,

- their teachers and their principals. She will be a thoughtfuland”
- determined leader of this department. The people who work in this

" building will find out that they are very lucky to have been led by the
- likes of Margaret Spelllngs | am proud to welcome her into my
Cabinet.

‘. Margaret (Applause )

'SECRETARY SPELLINGS: Thank you, Mr. President. I've been honored to serve you and our great country.

these past four years, and to have worked with you for the past decade, going back to our days in Texas. Thank

you for your confidence and for your generosity and kindness to- my family and me. I'd also like to thank Mrs. Bush

- for being | here today, and for her support and commitment to |mprovmg educatron in"this country and around the <
world. -

"Thanks to you, Secretaries Chao, Jackson, Johanns Leavitt, and Veneman for being here today. Thanks also to .

~ Chairman Enzi, Senator Kennedy, Chairman Boehner and Chairman Regula. Your presence means so much. To

- all the United States Senators, | thank you for my quick confirmation. Qur positive: experrence portends well for
our abrllty to work together : , , s

lam eager to work WIth members of Congress on both S|des of the aisle and in both chambers to contlnue the
- progress begun under Secretary Rod Paige, to whom | am grateful. I'm grateful, as well, to the White House Chief
of Staff, Secretary Andy Card, and my former colleague, Jim Towey, for their important roles today And thanks to
’ ‘Deputy Secretary Jean chkook for making me feel o) welcome here Co

Of coursé, I'd like to thank my family: my parents, John and Peg Dudar; my sister, Ellen; and sister and brother-ln-
‘law Nan and John Lawson; and most importantly, my husband, Robert -and our sons Brrtarn and Robert and
daughters Mary and Grace LaMontagne : :

 Let me“ofter a special thanks to the department's 4,600 employees;
my new colleagues. | look forward to our close collaboration and
communrcatlon : :

Mr. President, your passion for education has become our polrcy
Your belief that every child can learn has become our mission. When -
you signed No Child Left Behind into law three years ago, it was more -
than an act, it was an attitude; an attitude that says it's right to

" measure our children's progress from year to year so we can help
them before it's too late; an attitude that says expecting students to

" read and do math at grade level or better is not-too much to ask.

Mr Presrdent you had faith that our teachers pnncrpals and admlmstrators could make it happen and your faith
is being rewarded. Across the nation, test scores in reading and math are rising, with disadvantaged and minority
students leading the way. Yes, after long decades, the pernicious achievement gap is beginning to close. We've |
learned a new equatlon Accountability plus high expectatrons plus resources equals results We must stay the »
course.

At t_he,same time, we must work to close another gap, the skills gap, faced by our high school graduates. We
must introduce the reforms of No Child Left Behind to our high schools, so that diplomas become tickets to

http://yvyv'w'.whitchouse.gov/news/releases/ZOOSIO1/print/20050131-1.html | B 4/14/20_08 ’



‘ Ptésident Thanks SeCretary Spellings at Swearing-In Ceretno’nf; SoETe Page 30of 3

“success in the 21st century America enjoys many, many good schools and great teachers who share our passion
and commitment to excellence. As someone who has worked for school boards, a state legislature and a Texas
governor, | know that many solutions can be found outside of Washington, D.C. We will find and: share them as
we contlnue to build brldges to. educators publlc off|C|aIs and parents ' : ,

: Flnally, Iet me say a few words about this department One of the first thlngs you notice is that there is no |vory :
tower. | pledge to run an open, honest and acce53|ble department one that operates ‘with mtegnty at all |eve|s

| stand here today asa product of the pub||c schools I'm also an educatlon consumer, the first mother of school-

 age children to serve as Secretary of Education. In carrying out my duties to the American people, | will be

-carrying out my dutles as a mom. And there's none more |mportant than to provide a quahty educatlon to our. -
chlldren / . R

.»\_

Thank you (Applause )

END 10 55A M EST
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’FROM:- - HOLLY KUZMICH
SUBJECT: . Updateon No Child Left Behind Iniplementation and High School Reform

L. NoChild Left Behind.

Since the passage of No Child Left Behind, a majority of states have shown increases in student
.achievement scores and are closing the achievement gap. However, the Department of’
Education continues to confront implementation issues. Some state leaders and education .
organizations claim to support the goals of NCLB but advocate for changes or waivers that
would undermine the basic tenets of the law. Secretary Spcllmés is committed to making the °
law flexible and workable so states can comply w1th NCLB and achieve results for smdems

Flexlbmt\ on No Child Left Behmd

y .
By /\pnl Sgcxetary Spellings plans to announce a "new way 01 doing busmess mth states™ on
'NCLB. During her confirmation hearing. she committéd to making NCLB -1lexibieand
workable.” As part of this effort, she intends to announce the bright line pr iorities.of the Act:

S
. closms the achievement &ap
o implementing annual assessment in grades 3-8 (and addmona] ﬂc,\xblluy for states that
. volunteer to extend assessments to grades 9- 11); : :
e using disaggregated data to ensure all children are lc,ammu (mcludmo all subuxoups
' specified by law: gender, racial and ethnic groups, hmited-English- profi c1ent students,
_ students with disabilities, and low-income students) and
e ensuring that parents and students have the options provided by law (tutoring and pubhc
’ school choice) and lhe information to act on these opuons : :

If states mcu [hLSL condltxons the Secreuu) would be willing to grant tk\xbllxty n othcr areas,

~ but limited to areas restricted by regulation rather than statute. For example, additional

. flexibility may allow states to use a measure of student progress over time for calculating
ad«,quate yeark) progress (AYP) instead of the cuirent requirement to meet-a specific taruct each

year. ..




by

‘Asa ﬁrst step. the Secrudry w:]l announce the revision of the current rcgu]atlon about how stalcs’
“count the assessments of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. Under the -
- current regulation, schools are allowed to count up to only one percent of their total student
population as proficient using alternate assessments. Accountability provisions for special
" education students are one of the most criticized provisions of NCLB. States and schools claim
the one percent figure in the current regulation is too low, and expert opinion of researchers -
“seems to concur. The Secretary is consxdermg increasing that percentage to as much as three
~ percent but only if states develop and use tests that accurately measure progress for these
- students and include additional instruction for these students.

_ Spec‘iﬁc Issues with the States -
Texas and Special Education

Last summer, the Departmem of Educanon and Texas reached an agreement regdrduw
assessment scores for special education students. This agreement called for Texas to luml the
- use of alternate assessments to one percent of all students when making AYP decisions, in
dccord‘mu with the Depdnmgnt s current rggulatlon on this issue.

LdSl month Texas announced its final AYP decisions and may have ignored this agreement by
administering alternate assessments to as many as nine percent of all students. ‘Texas may have
used scores from alternate assessments in AYP decisions without limit - in violation of the
~ statute and regulation  The Department is investigating this issue and commum<I conversations
with Texas officials to determine what happened. Press accounts are portraying this as a standoff
between Texas and the Department, and other states are watching the unfolding events quite

" carefully. The Secretary will have to decide what acnon to take once a determination is madg on

- whether the agreement was violated. L v
i Utah and State l,égisl.atii'e Action S _ .

“In recent months, Utah finalized work on a state accountability system known as U -PASS and

~ asked for approval to substitute U-PASS for its currem]y approved accountability system under
NCLB. U-PASS. however, conflicts with NCLB: it does not hold schools and districts
accountable for subgroup performance; it does not have an end goal of all students being
proficient n reading and math by 2014; it does not follow requirements for the assessment and

" inclusion of limited English proficient students and students with disabilities: and it does not

-provide for holdmu schools accoumable for reading/language arts and mathematics’ scparatdy
Ltah knows that U-PASS does not meet NCLB rc.qulremems and has askcd the Dcpammnl Ior a .
waiver. The Department has denied this 1equcst and has been working with State officials to get
them to amend U-PASS to make it compliant w1th NCLB. The state has so far rc>1>1cd making

' bUCh changes. : : :

Ruc‘.ntl), the Utah House of Representatives passed leﬂlslanon which has 1hu. potcmlal to put the
state out of compliance with NCLB and jeopardize the state’s future receipt of Title I and other
ngural funds The legislation requires schools and districts to give first priority to mz,euno st‘nc




“goals, objectives. and accountability systems as they relate to Federal programs and second -
priority to implementing Federal goals, objectives, and accountability systems. If a state like
Utah chooses to put priority on other matters and, as a result, does not meet Federal o
requirements, the state would be out of compliance and-subject to having its approximately S120

. million in Federal money withheld or terminated, e : ’ )

The Utah Senate is set to vote on this legislation when it reconvenes in April for a special session -
~ called by Governor Jon Huntsman (R).. Utah Senate leaders have recently been quoted.as saying

‘that they will pass the House bill. Governor Huntsman will be meeting with Secretary Spellings
~‘in Washington on Tuesday, March 15, to discuss this issue. : : IRV
Other state legislatures are considering similar efforts to opt out of or seek waivers from NCLB,
including: Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Mexico, *
North Dakota, Vermont, and Virginia. = o ‘ :

I Update on Higﬁ School Reform /"

In your FY 2006 budget, you proposed to terminate the Perkins Vocational Education Program
and redirect the funding to your High School Initiative, which requires annual assessments in-
three grades of high school and funding for high'school intervention activities. The goal of this
program is to ensure our Nation’s high school students graduate with the skills they need to be
successful in college or the workforce. The NationalGovemors‘ Association (NGA) hcld"'an
~Education Summit on High Schools™ during its winter meeting two weeks ago. and Secretary
Spellings spoke about the need to focus Federal and state efforts on our nation’s high schools.
At the summit, thirteen states announced they are joining a coalition committed to transforming
“high schools, and Secretary Spellings plans on visiting high schools later this month with key
‘governors whose states are members of this coalition. In addition, the Gates Foundation and
many business organizations and education groups are making this issue a prionty. While there
is not agreement on the specific components of this issue, there is consensus among these groups
that high schools are ripe for reform. a ' vl

" Congress, however, has indicated no desire to address high school reform and has rejected your
proposals so far. The Senate and House of Representatives both marked up their Perkins '
reauthorization bills in Committee on March 9 with few changes to the current program. -On that -
" same day, Secretary Spellings sent letters to the Senate and House Committees stating her '
“strong opposition” to the bills. On March 10, the Senate passed its Perkins reauthorization bill
by a vote of 99-0. ' |

~Secretary Spellings is committed to trying to get Congress to make rcforms‘ to the Perkins

reauthorization so that it more closely aligns with your budget proposal. She will meet. . L

separately with Congressman Boehner (R, OH-08) and Senator Enzi (R, WY) to ask for three

- changes to the Perkins bill in conference that were proposed last year in the Administration’s

Perkins proposal: ' : ' R

e Ensure all career and technical education students have access 1o a rigorous academic
“curriculum;, ' ‘ ‘




~

~e  Provide authority for the Secretary to establish common measures to assess program
. -performance and ensure that data provided by the states is valid and reliable; and =
s Provide the Secretary with authority to negotiate specific performance measures with
egic‘h'st&’te.‘ ' - SEEEREE ' L o
~ Secretary Spellings will also ask Members to work with the Administration on high school
“reform in the Higher Education Act. That law contains several programs'targeting’_ateri‘sk,high -

- - school students such as the GEAR Up and TRIO programs that you proposed including in your -

“"High School Initiative in the FY 2006 budget. Funding under these programs, which currently
~ bypasses the states and is allocated by the Federal government directly to grantees, could be
~ more effective if it is merged with Federal and state efforts to reform high schools. o

Your legislative affairs staff believes that we should vigorously pursue these changes but that
- Congress is not likely to make them. C S :
’ . s
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Secretary Spellings Announces More Workable, "Common Sense"

Approach To Implement No Child Left Behind Law

New policy remains true to law's mission to raise student achievement, takes into account each

state's unique situation

Special education first example of new policy
ARCHIVED INFORMATION

en Espafiol

FOR RELEASE:
April 7, 2005

Under a new approach to implementing the No Child Left Behind law,
states will have additional alternatives and flexibility if they can show
they are raising student achievement and closing the achievement
gap, U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings announced today.
Secretary Spellings made the announcement during a meeting with
the nation's state education chiefs and other education leaders at
George Washington's Mount Vernon estate near Washington, D.C.

Secretary Spellings said the new guidelines, Raising Achievement: A
New Path for No Child Left Behind, are a comprehensive approach to
implementing the law and she reiterated that "the bright lines of the
statute"—such as annual testing to determine student achievement,
reporting results by student subgroups and highly qualified teachers—
are not up for negotiation.

"We have learned a lot over the last three years as our infant law has
matured, and these past three years have helped us be smarter about
how this law is working in the schools," Secretary Spellings said.
"These new guidelines show us the way forward given what we've
learned. They focus on results for all students, the fundamental
mission of the No Child Left Behind Act.

"States that show results and follow the principles of No Child Left

Contact: Susan Aspey, Samara Yudof

(202) 401-1576
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2005, Announcement
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Op-Ed

Webcast

Photos
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Behind will be eligible for new tools to help them meet the law's goals of getting every child to

grade level by 2013-14. It's a shared responsibility.

"Think of this new policy as an equation: the principles of the law, such as annual testing and
reporting of subgroup data, plus student achievement and a narrowing of the achievement gap,
plus overall sound state education policies, equals a new, common sense approach to

implementation of No Child Left Behind.

"In other words, it is the results that truly matter, not the bureaucratic way that you get there.
That's just common sense, sometimes lost in the halls of the government.”

http://www.ed.gov/print/news/pressreleases/2005/04/04072005 .html

5/28/2008
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Raising Achiey’ement’: A Ne‘vw Path includes the four ey principles of No Child Left 'Behin_’d: .

® Ensurmg students are Iearnlng Raising overaII achlevement and closmg the achlevement ,
~-gap; : .
¢ Making the school system accountable: Includmg aII students in all schools and dIStI’ICtS
" in the state; ensuring all students are part of a state's accountability system and are tested
in'reading and math in grades three through eight and once in high school by the 2005 06
. school year; providing data on student achievement by subgroup;
- o Ensuring information is accessible and parents have options: Informing parents ina
~ timely manner about the quality of their child's school and their school choice options,
‘identifying schools and districts that need to improve, developmg a dynamic list of after-
school tutors, encouraging-public school choice and the creation of charter schools and.
“creating easily accessible and understandable school and district report cards; and - .
e Improving teacher quality: Prowdnng parents and the public with accurate information on
~ the -quality of their local teaching force, implementing a rigorous system for ensuring ’
teachers are hnghly qualified and maklng aggressnve efforts to ensure all. chlldren are taught
4'by h:ghly quahfled teachers. : .

"Th:s is a comprehensnve approach to the |mp|ementat|on of th|s law," Secretary Spelllngs said.
"States seeking additional flexibility will get credit for the work they have done to reform the|r
. educatlon systems as a whole . .

- "States. that understand this new way of domg thlngs will be gratlfned It makes sense plam and
simple. Others looking for excuses to simply take the federal funds, ignore the intent of the law
and have minimal-results to show for their mllhons upon millions in federal funds will thmk
otherW|se and be dlsappomted " - : : — :
Secretary SpeHIngs announced that the first example of this "workable sensnble approach" would
be to apply the latest scientific research and allow states to use modified assessments for their }

o students with persrstent academic disabilities who need more time and instruction to make

substantial progress toward grade level achievement. These scores will be limited to 2 percent of
~all students for accountability purposes; this is a separate policy from the current regulat|on that
allows up to 1 percent of all students being tested (those with the most sngmﬂcant cognltlve
dlsabmtles) to take an alternate assessment. - o : .

- "This new approach recognlzes that these chlldren should not all be treated ahke By relymg on the
most current and accurate mformatlon on how children learn and how to best serve their academic:
- needs, this new policy focuses on children. They continue to be, included:in the accountability
system because we know that otherW|se they risk- betng |gnored as'was often the Case before No :
Child Left Beh/nd S , , _ o o : R

”"Secretary Spelllngs also announced that she was: dlrectmg an additional $14 mllllon in |mmed|ate
support for these students and that the Department would provide states W|th a comprehensnve ,
‘tool kit to help them ldentlfy and assess students with dlsabllltles :

"It's you —the educators ’out in the states who are closing the achieyement gap. You're d‘emanding
~ more and getting more. You're refusing to accept old excuses for poor performance Thanks to-
your leadership, we are seeing s1gn|f|cant educational improvement on a national scale And as we
continue to watch this law grow and mature, we will address other concerns ralsed by educators——ﬁ
agaln as Iong as the chlldren are Iearmng " » , :

| No Ch//d Left Behind is the blpart|san Iandmark educatlon reform law desrgned to change the
* culture of Amerlca s schools by closing the ach:evement gap among groups of students offenng

Jo

http://www.cd.gov/print/news/pressreleases/2005/04/04072005.html — 5/28/2008
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more flexibility to states, giving parents more options and teaching students based on what works.
Under the law's strong accountabmty provisions, states must describe how they will close the
achievement gap and make sure all students, mcludmg those W|th disabilities, achleve

: academ|cally '

More mformatlon about today s announcement |nclud|ng the Secretary s speech and fact sheets on
the new pol|cy and the No Ch//d Left. Beh/nd Act is available at- www.ed.gov. . , ' '

r e v s
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Ralsmg Achlevement A New Path for No Child Left Behmd
Full Version -

The Department of Educatlon is announcmg aset of gwdlng principles MORE RESOURCES :
to help 'states implement the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) while _

taking their unique situations into consideration. The Department will Abbrev:ated Versmn
take these principles into account when discussing amendments to
state:accountability plans or consolidated applications to allow for
innovation that helps states achieve the goals of NCLB.

Press Re!ease :

" e/ Ensuring students are learning. The principle of raising overall achievement and closing..
- ~achievement gaps is paramount. Even as the benefits of an educated citizenry are enjoyed:
individually and nationally, states and local districts have the primary responsibility to ensure
_that all students are learning and that achievement gaps are closing. States seeking. .
“additional flexibility must demonstrate significant rmprovement in student achievement that .
- is'readily apparent to the publlc Ewdence of such progress may be demonstrated in:a
- number of ways, including: : . -
' .0 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) results; :
o o Significant improvement trends in overall achievement or in speaﬁc grade Ievels on
‘ - state assessments, particularly. for subgroups; -
. ‘ . o, National Assessment of Educational Progress results that show overaII |mprovement or
o reductlons in the achlevement gap

. Makmg the school system accountable. A strong standards assessment and
‘ accountabmty system that applies to all public elementary and secondary schools and
includes all public school students is a p:llar of NCLB. Holding all students to academlc
“content standards is critical to |mprovmg the ach|evement of aII students -

ThIS pr|nC|ple provrdes the tools for demonstratlng results on the flrst prmcnple Wlthout
‘ assessments parents and the public do not know whether students are learning. Wlthout
‘'valid and reliable accountablllty systems, there is little incentive for the system to improve. - -
While both testing and accountability are not new to NCLB, this law has placed new
importance on them. As states seek additional flexibility in implementing NCLB the
Department will consider the manner with which states are implementing these two
fundamental aspects of NCLB. Evidence of such ngorous lmplementatlon may be
demonstrated in a number-of ways, including:
o Assessments in reading/language arts and mathematics are |mplemented in each of
grades 3-8 and high school, or the state'is on track to implement such assessments by
2005-06; ,
o' Alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards are based on content
-standards; :
o Student partlcupatlon rates are con5|stently at 95% or above E
o The AYP definition, including key design elements such as the traJectory of all students
_ ~_ reaching grade level by 2014, the use of confidence intervals, the establishment of .
‘ . reasonable and consistent subgroup sizes and subgroup inclusion in school AYP
' - decisions, and expectations. for significant improvements in graduation rates
oAl schools and dlstncts receive an AYP decusson mcludmg small specuallzed or’
' \ ‘

¢

http://W'WW.ed».gov/print/pol.i'_cy/clysec/ guid/raising/new;path-long.html - 5/29/2008
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alternatlve schools ’ ‘ ' : :

oA four-year longitudinal graduatlon rate that can also be dlsaggregated by student
subgroups, or the state |s W|th|n a ‘year or two of being able to- generate such
information. = : .

® Ensurmg lnformatlon is access:ble and optlons are avallable This prmuple hlghllghts )
the role of parents in their need to have easily accessible and understandable student and
school information and in their desire to access educational options. NCLB introduced public
school choice and supplemental educational services into the educational system-in new
ways: As states seek flexibility in implementing NCLB, the Department ‘will consider the
manner wnth which states have instituted these two new provisions-and other aspects -
“important to parents, such as district report cards. EVIdence of such rlgorous |mplementat|on
may be demonstrated in a number of ways, mcludmg ;
O A state has a coherent and easy-to- understand explanation of accountablllty, mcludlng
-~ ‘how AYP and the state's accountability system work as a whole;
o Report ¢ards are easy to understand, easy to find on a state's website and are readlly
available or accessible through other means (e.g., newspapers, direct mail);
o Schools are identified for improvement before the beginning of the school year;
o) Provnders of supplemental services (including community and faith-based -
PO organlzatlons) are available in urban and rural areas, available for special educahon
and limited English proficient students, and are rigorously evaluated;
o. The state's school districts are implementing supplemental services in good falth
ensuring easy parental access to all state-approved providers;
o The state is workmg wnth its districts to expand capacity for publlc school ch0|ce

o Improvmg the quality of teachers Key to informed parents and |mproved achlevement is
" ‘providing parents and the public accurate information on the quality of their local teaching
force, implementing a rigorous system for ensuring teachers are highly qualified, -and making
aggressive efforts to ensure all children, beginning in the 2006-07 school year, are taught by
highly quallfled teachers. The success of this law rests to a great extent on the quality of a ..~
state's teachlng force, and the extent to which teachers have a deep and meaningful o
knowledge of the subject(s) they teach. Evidence of such rigorous |mplementat|on may be. .
/demonstrated in a number of ways, including:
o States collect and accurately report on the percentage of classes in publlc elementary,
! mlddle and secondary schools taught by highly qualified teachers;
o District letters sent to parents of Title I'students who are taught by teachers who are:
" not highly qualified are accurate, easily understood, and provided in a timely manner;. '
o States have assessments in place for elementary school teachers who are new to the
profession to confirm that they know and are able to teach reading, writing, :
: mathematics, and other areas of the elementary school curriculum;
o ‘States réquire teachers to demonstrate subject matter competency though measures
‘that rigorously evaluate their subject matter knowledge and teachlng skills in each core
~.academic subject they teach; 3
0. States have policies in place to ensure that poor and minority students are taught by
© highly'qualified teachers as often as their more affluent peers;
o States and districts provide hlgh quality; intensive and sustained professional :
' development to all teachers so they can improve and expand thelr sk|I|s knowledge
-and success. o :

The examples ‘above outline a.number of ways'in which states may demonstrate how they are
meeting the fundamental principles of the No Child Left Behind Act. In addition to those principlés,
the Department may consider (when appropriate and as necessary) the followmg factors for
approvmg addltlonal flexnblllty under the law:

http://www.ed. gov/print/policy/elsec/guid/raising/neéw-path-long.html o , 5/29/2008
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v

g Compllance Wlth NCLB and its predecessor the Improvung Amerlca s Schools Act
Graduation‘and-drop-out rates T , RSN :
Fiscal management;

‘High school reform initiatives; : :

‘Data infrastructure capabilities and state capacrty to rmprove achlevement

State academic standards; ‘

Availability of alternate teaching certuﬂcat|on programs; ‘and ' _
School improvement processes that integrate approaches to serve the needs of all students
‘mcludmg those rece|vmg speC|aI education and who are limited Enghsh proﬂaent e

As the: Department moves forward with the lmplementatlon of NCLB the above guudmg

- principles will guide our efforts. The Department will consider very carequy the extent to ‘which

states demonstrate progress and effective implementation in the areas covered by these principles.
We intend to reward innovative and effective reformers and to use what we've learned from

" research, and the field, over the last three years to move the law and student achievement RN
forward. We are willing to show states a more workable and informed approach on other aspects of

the law, such as how students with persistent academic disabilities will be assessment and included’

in accountablhty Another example of such flexibility could include a request for the use of” growth

models; or’ ‘states may have their own proposals for demonstrating progress and effective
|mplementat|on these prmc:ples will help the Department consrder and help states lmplement
those |deas ' S : :
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NEA, States Challenge '"No Child' Program

: Bush's Prem1er Education Measure Taken to Court

By Michael Dobbs Lk
- Washington Post Staff Writer
- Thursday, April 21, 2005; Page A21

The nation's largest teachers union joined school districts in Michigan, Texas and Vermont in filing a
federal lawsuit yesterday charging that the Department of Educatron has failed to prov1de adequate
fundmg for the No Child Left Behmd initiative. :

3 The first-of-its-kind suit is the latest in a series of challenges to the Bush administration's signature
education law, whrch is des1gned to make every student in the country proficient in reading and math by
. 2014 '

- On Tuesday, the Utah legislature voted to g1ve prlorlty to its own school accountab111ty system over the
, 'federal law in the event of a conflict.

"The rebellion is growing," said Jack Jennings, president of the Center on Education Pohcy,

Washlngton based think tank that has been tracking implementation of the No Child Left Behind law.

- "These actions are all ratcheting up the pressure on the Bush administration to either relax some of the -
reéquirements of No Child Left Behind or prov1de more money to fund it," he said. :

. New Education Secretary Margaret Spelllngs has been attempting to defuse protests agalnst No Ch11d
Left Behind by promising a "common-sense" attitude toward interpreting the law and by broadening
exemptions for disabled students. But she has been unable to bridge the gap with several states, '

‘ 1nclud1ng Utah, Connect1cut and her home state of Texas, all of wh1ch are demandmg greater

- concessions from the federal government : i

~ "Since taking office, I have made a point of reaching out to state education leaders, and at every possible
opportunity have signaled that I will be flexible and work with states to implement No Child Left
“Behind. But I will not do so at children's expense," Spellings said in a prepared statement. "Turning
back the clock and returning to the pre-NCLB days of fuzzy accountability and hiding children in
averages will do nothing to help the students who are currently enrolled in Utah's schools."" -

Lawyers for the National Education Association, which represents 2.7 million educators and has been at
- the forefront of protests against No Child Left Behind, cited a clause in the law that protects states from -
incurring "any costs not paid for under this Act." Opponents depict the law as an- underfunded federal
'mandate that has 1mposed billions of dollars of extra spendmg on states. :

"The pr1nc1ple of the law is simple," sa1d Reg Weaver, presrdent of'the NEA. "If you regulate you have
to pay

Bush admmistration officials dispute studies by several states that show they are being forced to pick up
the costs of additional standardized testing required by the 2002 law. They argue that federal fundmg for
- education has increased 51gn1ﬁcantly over the past five years.

"Today s announcement is regrettable," said Education Department spokeswoman Susan Aspey "Four
separate studles assert the law is appropriately funded and not a mandate."

' http:’//www.washingtonpOSt.com/ ac2/wp-dyn/A474 1 -2005Apr20?language=printer 5/29/2008
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Although several school dlstrlcts have mounted legal challenges to parts of the No Child Left Behlnd
law, the section of the statute on unfunded federal mandates has yet to.be tested in court. The NEA case
is likely to center on complicated arguments and conflicting estimates of the costs of the standardlzed

. tests that form the centerplece of the accountablllty system promoted by the Educatron Department

The case 1llustrates the changlng nature of the rebellion to No Child Left Behlnd Wthh is sh1ft1ng away
“from outright opposition to complamts about a lack of funding. The Republican-controlled Utah
leglslature dropped an earlier threat to opt out of the law completely in order not to lose tens of m1111ons
of dollars in federal subs1d1es for some of the state's lowest-performing schools :

| Instead states are seekmg relief from certain requlrements while continuing to receive federal funds.
Texas, for example, has exempted 9 percent of its students from regular state tests on the grounds they
are leammg 1mpa1red Spellmgs has agreed to exempt as much as 3 percent of students in each state.

. The new Utah law authorizes state officials to ignore provisions of No Child Left Behind that have not -
been fully funded by the federal government. Legislators voted for the law in a special session despite
wammgs from Spellmgs that they ran the risk of losing $76 million in federal fundmg :
After meetlng with Spellings earlier this month, Vlrgmla Supermtendent of Public Instructlon Jo Lynne
DeMary said she was "very encouraged" by Spellings's more flexible attitude, particularly over required
~tests of disabled students. DeMary and Maryland Superintendent of Schools Nancy S. Grasmick
, predlcted changes would lead to a sharp drop in schools failing to meet a requirement that they show
adequate yearly progress 1in student test scores.
But the changes falled\to satlsfy several other states mcludmg Connecticut, which is preparing a lawsult
that challenges a federal requirement that students be tested annually between grades three and eight, as -
- well as in grade 10. According to calculations by state audrtors the mandate will cost Connectlcut $8
‘million more than the federal govemment prov1des . o .
i Connecticut Attomey General Richard Blumenthal delayed the suit to wait for the outcome of
negotiations between state education officials and the U.S. Department of Education. But little came
from a meeting this week between Spellings and Connecticut Education Commissioner Betty J.
_Sternberg, and Blumenthal said he expects to file the lawsuit "imminently." '

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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Spellmgs Halls New Natlonal Report Card Results -

‘Today's News "Proof That No Child Left Beh/nd Is Workmg"
, ARCHWED’ 1|N1FDRMAT]OM

en Espafiol
FOR RELEASE: : . Contact: Susan Aspey .

July 14, 2005 S ol | (202) 401-1576

N

‘ - : ‘ MORE RESOURCES
u.s. Secretary of Educatlon Margaret Spellings released the followmg R
statement regarding the 2004 National Assessment of Educational Secretary's Remarks
Progress (NAEP) Long-Term Trends in Academic Progress, also known P :
as the Nation's Report Card. This particular NAEP long-term trend Audlo CllpS‘
assessment has been administered using the same exact test in. ‘Photo '
r}eading and'mathematics for over 30 years: : ‘ .
R Fact Sheet
- 'The results from the newest Report Card are in and the news is v
‘ ,Joutstandlng Three years ago, our country made a commitment that no Chl|d would be
‘ ‘ " left behind. Today's Report Card is proof that No Child Left Behind is working-itis
‘ v helping to raise the achievement of young students of every race and from every type .
~of family background. And the achievement gap that has persisted for decades in the -
younger years between minorities and whites has shrunk to its smallest size in history.

~More than half of the progress in readmg for 9-year olds during the Report Card's
entire history has been made in the last five years. It is not a coincidence that progress
‘accelerated so dramatically during this time period. The results are a tribute to

“students, teachers, parents principals, school administrators, and state and national
pohcymakers '

S0l am‘ pleased with today's results, but in no way completely satisfied. We are at the’
s beglnnlng of the journey and certainly have room for improvement, -particularly at the
high school level. We must support older students with the same can-do attltude that
L helped their younger brothers and sisters. :

7 Changlng the direction of America's schools is like turning the Queen Mary, a Iarge shlp
whose captain can't change course on a dime. The goal requires a lot.of time'and .=
effort, but we are beginning to turn our own Queen Mary around. I know we can
continue to do it together-teachers, principals, parents-so that all childrén receive the
quality educationa nation such as ours is capable of providing. .

Full results of the Long—Term Trend NAEP can be found at: ntes.ed,gov/nationsreportcard e

® | e o REE
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,Secretary Spellmgs Announces Growth Model Pllot Addresses Chlef State

School Officers' Annual Policy Forum in Rlchmond
ARCHIVED iNFORMAT’lON i B

FOR RELEASE: e | ~ Contacts: Chad Colby, Samara Yudof
November 18, 2005 e S (202) 401-1576

, ” MORE RESOURCES
U S. Secretary of Educatlon Margaret Spellings today announced a

: pnlot program where interested and qualified states can submit Letter ' :
proposals for developing growth models that follow the bright-line ’ A

principles of No Child Left Behind. As part of the pilot, the Department - Guldance (Jan 2006)

" will.approve no more than 10 high-quality growth models in 2005-06.

- Secretary Spellings made the special announcement during an address to the Councﬂ of Chief* State

School Ofﬁcers (CCSSO) Annual Polncy Forum |n Richmond, Va.

FoI[oqug ar_e‘ excerpt_s from Secretary Spellmgs announcement:

"‘A growth model is not a way around accountability standards. It's a way. for‘states L
that are already raising achievement and following the bright-line principles of the law
to strengthen accountability.

"We're open to new ideas, but we're not taking our eye off the ball. There are many
- different routes for states to take, but they all must begin with a commitment to annual
assessment and disaggregation of data. And they all must lead to closing the '
-achievement gap and every student reaching grade IeveI by 2014. This is good pohcy
‘for all students and we must stick with it." ‘ :

Below are Secretary Spellmgs prepared remarks in their entlrety (Note: speaker sometlmes
devnates from text) : . :

Thank'you, Tom [Houlihan], for that kmd introduction. We all appreoate your
Ieadershlp, and it's always a pleasure to work with you.

It's an honor to. be here today with all of you agaln A Iot has happened since we met
last Apnl at Mount Vernon. -

'I ve gamed a few pounds. I dropped my oldest daughter off at college for the first time:
And mysterlously, I've had hot water for my morning shower for the first tnme in a Iong
tlme . _

I stole 'Htenry Johnson from your' ranks and made him my new assistant secretary'for
elementary ‘and secondary education. I'm thrilled to have him on my team along with
my deputy, Ray Simon, who reminds me to thank all the deputy chief state school

http://WW‘W..e:d.‘gov/print/news/press‘releases/ZOOS/ 11/11182005.html _ B 5/29/2008
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®

' .ofﬂcers for all the good work you do behlnd the scenes. Ray likes to make belleve he's
“the guy in the cartoon who has to pick up after the parade and put everythmg in order

And 1 really apprecrate all his good Work.

.Over the last few months we've all faced unprecederted challenges. We've seen
‘hurricanes dlsplace thousands of students across: the Gulf Coast. And I've been
touched but not surprised—by the way- the_education communlty has pulled together
- to help hurncane victims. You all have answered the call and reached out to welcome
“displaced students into your schools and communities. I've been ‘working closely wnth

many of you, especially the chiefs from the most affected states—Hank Bounds, Joe
Morton, Cecil Picard, Shirley Neeley and John Winn. You've been nothing short of
heroic. And you 've made us all proud. Governor Barbour told me the other day that

_every school in Mississippi has reopened thanks |n no smaII measure’ to the good work
. of Hank Bounds N , .

Hurricane Katrina was.a powerful remmder that we aII must work together to help our

-students. With yourinput, we've proposed a plan to provide districts with up to $7,500
-per displaced student for one year. We're also giving severely affected schools the

ﬂex1b|I|ty to delay moving forward on the school improvement timeline for one year if f

* - they miss making Adequate Yearly Progress because of the hurricanes. And schools

taking in dlsplaced students may request to count them as a separate student

’subgroup .

We must keep our comm:tment to ensure all these children receive’ the quahty U
“education they deserve, and we must do it in a way that honors the hard work and
~dedication of our nation's educators. Hurricane Katrina threw us all into uncharted
'terntory, but theé. brlght line principles of No Child Left Behind—annually assessmg
;'students dlsaggregatlng data and closmg the achlevement gap by 2014 -continue to v
yshow us the way . forward o

e

”Slnce taklng ofﬂce in January, I've been travelmg around the country talking w:th
o -parents -educators and pollcymakers about how this law is working and what needs to
- work-better. And wherever 1.go, I hear the same three questions: How can. we do a
-better JOb assessing students with disabilities? What's the best way to measure the

progress of students new to the English language? And how can we reward schools for -
improving from year to year7 1 promrsed to work with you to address these issues in a

’ ”sens;ble workable way that makes rarsmg student achrevement our top pr|or|ty

e When we spoke at Mount Vernon last April, 1 announced a common- sense approach for

|mplementmg No Child Left Behind based on the core principles of the law. And
together, we've taken some important steps down that path. The hurncane flexnbllatles

were Just the Iatest example

e Thlrty one states have S|gned up for developlng modified. achlevement standards
“for students with disabilities who need additional time and intensive instruction to
* meet standards. Before the end of the year, we'll.be releasing a regulat|on and a
tool kit to help states develop these assessments and |dent|fy the 2 percent of
l'students who fit this. descnpt|on .

® _In-_addition., we convened a working‘group of researchers and educators to study
- -how we can best measure the progress of students new to the English language.

o We also aligned the timeline for paraprofessionals with the timeline for h'irg‘hl"y 30

\
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: duaiified teachers. Wevve piedged to-work with statesthat are making a good’— ,
‘ . faith effort to place a highly qualified teacher in every classroom, especially in o
" lower income communities where a good teacher can make all the difference ' '

o And we've Iaunched pilot programs ‘with Chicago Boston New York City and L
Virgmia to help more low- income students take advantage of free tutoring under
No Ch//d Left Beh/nd ‘ .

I know a law is onIy as good as its |mpiementat|on And with all these measures our -
focus has been on working with you to help students who in the past have often been
left behind—students with disabilities, students new to the English language and
students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Thanks to No Child Left Behind, the.
conversation has shifted from "can these students Iearn" to "how can we make sure
they learn." Lo

For the first time ‘ever, we are holding ourselves accountable for ensuring every chlld— ,
regardless of race, income or special need—can read and do math on grade level. The -
latest nation's education report card shows we're on the right track, but we must pick '

~ ‘upthe pace to close the achievement gap and get every Chl|d to grade Ievel or above
by 2014. ; .

As I said, many educators and policymakers have asked me about the possibility of
using growth models to recognize the progress schools are making toward this goal. -
This summer my department convened a working group to explore how states could
use growth models for state accountabiiity plans under No Ch//d Left Beh/nd

. A We met with'experts, res‘éarchers and policyma‘kers, including many of you who have .
- used growth models as part of your state accountability systems for years. We
‘discussed what's required to implement a growth model and how they can show how
chools and students are improving from year to year. :

At the same time, we're not just looking for any level of improvement. We're working
to'meet specific goals within the.next decade, as laid out in the law. A successful -

growth model under. No Child Left Behind must put all students on track to be on grade
_Ievel by 2014. That means when a student is behind, one year of progress. for every -

year of instruction is not enough to close the gap. We will expect more. We must not—
and I will not—back awa‘y from this important goal. | ‘

: Today, I'm.announcing a pilot program where interested and qualified states can
submit proposals for developing. growth models that follow the bright-line prmoples of
No: Child Left Behind. The Department will approve no more than 10 high- quality
'growth models as part of this pilot. I'will be releasing a letter soon outlining the key -
elements that states must meet in submitting a growth model proposal to the = -
Department. It goes without saying that you can't measure growth without annual
‘assessment data and states that haven't had annual assessment for more than a year -
W|I| have to wait to do so. And you can't close the achievement gap-unless you continue
to break down that assessment data by student groups. '
: { N : . . -
It's no accident that states that have bee‘n annually assessing’'students and following
these core principles the longest are getting the best results, and they're also the ones
, that have now arrived at the point where they can.consider growth models to meet:the
‘ - . goals of No Child Left Behind. There is nothing inconsistent between this pilot and the
bright lines of the Iaw A growth model is not a way around accountabillty standards

\
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7 ‘It s.a way for states that are already raising achievement and followrng the brlght line
' prrncrples of the law to strengthen accountablllty

Many Of your states may not yet h'aVe the assessment systems or data systems to .
meet the requirements for the pilot. But you can still reward schools for making -
improvements by using an index model. Under No Child Left Behind, nine states
c'Urrently use index models that glve schools credit for improving student achievement
as a way of holding them accountable I'll include more mformatlon on how these

‘ models work in-my letter as well.

We re open to new ideas, but we're not taking our eye off the ball. There are many
different routes for states to take, but they all must begin with a commitment to annual
assessment and disaggregation of data. And they all must lead to closing the '
achievement gap and every student reachlng grade level by 2014. This is good polucy
for all students, and we must stick W|th it.

We know the formula for success: higher standards and accountability for results..
-~ That's why. every state must have its assessment system fully in place by the end of
this school year. : - , - :

As I said, states that have been out in front as pioneers are already getting great
results—states like Massachusetts where Dave Driscoll has been relentless in his fight
to close the achievement gap. The hard work is paylng off. He's made Massachusetts a
shmmg example for other states. : .

Last week, I unveiled a new resource for'states called No Child Left Behind: A Road
Map to State Implementation. We have copies here today, and I hope you all will have
the chance to review it. The road map describes ways the Department—together with
.state and local pollcymakers—ls making No Child Left Behind work for students and -
educators across our country.
' We all hear a Iotof‘stories about why schools ‘are missing Adequate_Yearly‘Progress,
but we don't hear much -about how thousands of other schools are making it and

* closing the achievement gap. We must work together to do a better job recognizing
these schools and sharing their stories. We must hold them up as models for other
schools to follow. :

" We have a lot more work to do, especially in our high schools. where we've made no
progress in 30 years. This spring I visited Huguenot High School here in Richmond with
Governor Warher, who has been a powerful voice for high school reform in Virginia and
across the nation. That's because he understands the stakes. About 80 percent of the -
fastest-growing jobs require at least some postsecondary education. Yet far too'many -

. students are leaving high school unprepared for college. A recent study from ACT found
that less than half of high school students graduate ready for college level math and -
suence ) :

We"_veva_lready seen what a difference higher standards and accountability have made
for olr younger students. Now we must extend those same principles to our high -

“'schools. That's why President Bush and I are supporting high school reform that
focuses on core subjects like reading, math and science—to help more students
graduate ready for college or work. :

Tfhanks for.inviting me today. Together, We've taken some important steps forward
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o _smce last Apnl when I announced a new path for No Ch/ld Left Behind. Scores are B
/ ~ rising, the achievement gap is closing, and the law is working. Now we must continue
. . to work together to close the achievement gap and ensure every child receives a
' fnquallty educatlon . , ,

We still have much to do, but we know the path forward. The bright lines of the IaW——
~annually assessing students, dlsaggregatmg data and closing the achievement gap—
point the way. » _ .

Thanks again, and now I'd be hapby to take your questions.
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Lawsmt Challenglng 'No Child Left Behlnd' Thrown Out
Wednesday, November 23 2005
Associated Prass

| WASHINGTON_ | .‘ | e . 3 ADVERTléEMENT L

A judge threw out a lawsuit Wednesday that sought to block the No Child Left Behind law, President Bush's signature :
education policy The National Educatlon Association said it would appeal. . : _ s

The NEA and school districts in three states had argued that schools should not have to comply with requrrements that were
‘not paid for by the federal government. ,

Cd

funding and has the power to requtre states to set educational standards i |n exchange for federal money.

i

The NEA, a union of 2.7 million members and often a political adversary of the administration, had filed the suit.along with
districts'in. Michigan, Vermont and Bush's home state of Texas, plus 10 NEA chapters in those states ‘and Connecticut
lllinois, Indiana, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Utah.

,The school districts had argued that the law is costing them more than they are receiving in federal tunding. -

The law requrres states to revise academic standards and develop tests to measure- students' progress annuaIIy If students
fail to make progress, the law requires states to take action against school districts. -

Reg Weaver, president of the NEA, said his group would appeal.

"Parents in communities where school drstncts are finanC|aIIy strained were promised that this Iaw would cIose the
-achievement gaps," he said. "Instead, their tax dollars are being used to cover unpaid bills sent from Washington for costiy
regulations that do not help improve education." : ;

The lawsuit alleged that there was a gap between federal funding and the cost of complying with.the law. lllinois, for
example, will spend:$15.4 million annually}to meet the law's requrrements on curriculum and testing but will receive $13
milllon a year the Iawsurt said :

Friedman said that the law "cannot réasonably be interpreted to prohibit Congress itself from offering federal funds on'the
condition that states and school districts comply with the many statutory requirements, such as devrsmg and administenng
tests improving test scores and training teachers." .

Education Secretary Margaret Spellings said, "This is a victory for children and parents all across the country Chief Judge
Friedman's decision validates our partnership with states to close the achievement gap, hold schools accountable and to
ensure all students are reading and doing math at grade-level by 2014." .
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