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December 14, 1541

My dear Helifax:

Here iz a 4FEESmles message to General
Chiang Kal-Shek and ==t Igmg a simllar message
from me to Mr. Stalin. They are self-explanatory.

I hope you will ask London if they will
g0 ahead with the holding of the Singapore confer-
ence and slso instruct your people in Chungking
and Moscow to take part in the proposed meetings
as soon e they are held by Chiang Kal-Shek and
Stelin. I aseume, of coursee, that Australia and
Hew Zealand will be represented in Singapore.

Always sinoerely,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The Right Honorable the Viscount Halifax, K. G.,
The British Ambaseador,
Washington, D. C. fdr/tmb
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DRAFT
FROM THE PRESIDMNT T0 THME USNERALISSINOP

n-wmatuummmmm
Mh“hm&whm“““ﬂ_
snemy. hmﬂzmmmmm.mmm
mummhmmmmmm
ummuummummrmmm
mhmmmw-n-ﬂmﬂuumu
ascomplish the defeat of Japan and her allies.
zmtmmmmumumum.
Oreat Eritain, the Duteh, United States and the U.8.5.k., and I am prepared
hm““mmml.ﬂtumumﬂ
the United States aseisted by rigadier Generel John Magreder.
nqummmm"n-m
preliminary plan and that this plan be communicated in the greatest
confidense to me by saturday, December twentisth,
nmmumumm.mmam
mmummmummnm.
mmmmumumz-
mmmum-mmmmum
umm,mnmmummm
&5 they see the situation in the Southern sone.
x-hmw.mumu&m,mm
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FRON ™ME PREMILUSNT T0 THE GENSRALISIMMO (oont)

mwumumum—mmmn-n-
Berthera viewpoint.

mmmmuﬂ;mmuum
& good picture of our jeint problem.

and am trying to inerease it.
Ilﬂmwwmmm.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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FRON THE PRESIDENT TO MR. STALIN:

hw““hﬂﬁn“ﬂiﬁm“ﬂ“ﬂ
steps be taken te prepare the way for commen action net merely fer the
next few weeks but alse fer the permanent defeat of hitlerism. I very
much wish that you and I could meet to talk this over persemally. But
beocause that is impessible at the mement I am seeking to initiate three
preliminary moves which I hepe will be preparatory to a mere parmanemt
Jeint planning.

First, I am suggesting to Oeneralissime (hiang Kai-thek that he
eall a conference immediately in Chungking consisting of Chinese, Seviet
British, Dutech and American representatives. This group would meet not
later that Degcember seventeenth and repert to their respective Governmemts
in the greatest confidence by saturday, besember twenmtieth, This would
give us the prelimivary pieture of the jeint preblem from the angle of
tnungkirg.

flecond, I am asking the British to assemble & military-maval
conference in singapere, reperting by saturday the twentieth prineipally
from the operatismal angle ia the vouthern nene.

Third, I would be very happy Af you persenally would talk with
American, British and Chinese representatives in Moscew and let me have
your suggestions as to the whele ploture by Saturday the twentieth.

Feurth, I aa during this coming week cevering the same ground
with British Missions here and will send you the general ploture frem
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FROR THs PResTDENY TO MR, STALIN (cent)

this end,

I have had & good talk with Litvinev and I fully appreciate
all of your immediate problems.

Agein I want to tell you of the real enthusiasm threughout
the United states for the progrees your armies are making in the
defense of Jour great nation.

I venture to hope that the preliminary o nfersness I-dawes
ovilingl for this coming week may lead to the establishment of a
sors permanent organisation to plan eur efforts.

Hopktine and 1 send our warm persemal regards,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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TRANSLATION

Telegram to the Fresident
from Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek,
Chungking, December 24, 1941

lr, President:

The Chinese Government and people wish to express
their whole-hecarted support of your proposed conference
of American, British, Chinese and other representatives.
We venture to offer the opinion that a Supreme Allied
War Council should be established forthwith in Washing-
ton for the speedy forumlation of comprehensive war plans.
This will constitute a concrete step on the part of the
nations of the democratic front to coordinate and concert
their efforts against the aggressor nations of the ixis,
and will be & most effective factor in bringing about the
early destruction of our coumon enemy.

For this purpose I have designated ilr. T. V. Soong,
newly appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs, as the Chief
Delegate of China to such Conference or Supreme War Coun-
eil a8 you contemplate to set up in the immediate future,
and request you to be good enough to notify him to parti-

cipate in your deliberations on all questions relevant to

the conduct of the war.
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Deceomber 29, 1941.
To:

His Excellency Genersl Chiang Xai Shek,
Chungking,

China.

In order to insure immediste coordinatloVland codoperntion
in our common offort sgiinet the enemy, there is being established
a supreme cosmander for all British, Dutch end Apericen forces in the
Southrest Pacific theater.

The advissbility of & similer comsmwnd of activiries of the
United Powsrs in the Chlaese theater appesars evideat. This theeter
ve suggest chould initially lnclude such pertion of Thailsnd and Indo-
China ss =uy become socussible to troops of the United Povers. In
egreement with the representstives of th British and Duteh Cowvernments,
I desire to sugyest that you should vndartake to exercilee auch comeend
aver sll forces of the United Povert which are now, or mey in the
future be operating in the Chinese thester.

It is our thought that, in order to make zuch command
effective, s joint planning stell should at once be orgenised comsisting
of representatives of the Dritish, Wk, Aperican ead Chinese
governments, If you coansider it precticsble, and Pussia agroes, s
Russien representative might be included., This stalf sbuld Nmction
wider your mprems command.

The commander of the Southwest Pacific thecler snd the
comsander of the Britlsh forces in Indis would be directed to meintain
the closest lieisan with your headquarters. 4 eulucl exchange of
lieison oiflcers batween the three heedquarters would be desireble.

fuch errengesente would enebls your counsel snd influence
be given efiesct in the forwulstion of the penerel stretegy for the
of the war in ell theeters. Your wiews in this metter will

grestiy appreciated by me.

i’



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1941.

KEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R.
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~ MNAVAL MESSAGE SEHANE- Ay NAVY DEPARTMENT foF
MESSAGE
PHONE EXTENSTON NUMBER ~ aDDRESSEES 1 3545KC __PRECEDENCE
FROM ALUSNA CHUNGK ING S OPNAV PPPPPIHPRP T
5 o ROUT INE
RELEASED BY - \}\ s
- DEFERRED <
DATE 3 JAN 42 e
TOR CODEROOM Hﬂ{:ﬂﬂ S PRIORITY
seconen sy WCKOWN 3 ROUT INE
GLTUCKER E DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY ~
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY
@2183¢ CR pga2g
UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE.
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME FOR DEFERRED AND MAIL DELIVERY
m— —— - OALR e — L1
TEXT
-
FROM CHIANG KAISHEK REG?fDﬁ~
FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. UNCLAC oD
|

GENERAL ISSMOS REPLY FOLLOWS:

YOUR SUGGESTION THAT | SHOULD EXERCISE THE SUPREME COMMAND OVER ALL
FORCES OF THE UNITED POWERS WHICH ARE NOW OR MAY IN THE FUTURE BE
OPERATING IN THE CHINESE THEATER, INCLUDING INITIALLY SUCH PORTIONS
OF INDO CHINA AND THAILAND AS MAY BECOME ACCESSIBLE TO TROOPS OF THE

UNITED POWERS, IS ONE WHICH | HAVE CONSIDERED WITH A FULL SENSE OF ALL
THE GRAVE HES;HHSIBILITIES IT ENTAILS TOWARD THE OTHER COUNTRIES AND
PEOPLES CONCERNED AS WELL AS TOWARD CHINA. IF IT WERE SIVPLY A
QUESTION OF MY OWN CAPACITIES AND MILITARY QUALIFICATIONS, | COULD

ROT ACCEPT THIS SUPREME COMM-ND WITH ITS ATTENDANT DUTIES AND RESPON=
SIBILITIES., HOWEVER | DO NOT HESITATE TO ACCEPT IT AT YOUR SUGGESTION
IN AGREEMENT WITH THE CRITISH AND DUTCH GOVERNVENTS. THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A SUPREME COMMAND WILL UNIFY THE STRATEGY AND PROMOTE THE

FULL COOPERATION OF THE UNITED POWERS IN THE CHINESE THEATER. THE
EFFECTIVE COORDILATION OF THESE FORCES IN THE COUMON NEED THAT MUST
BE PLACED BEFORE EVERY THING ELSE. YOUR OWN INITIATIVE AND EFFORTS
HAVE BROUGHT THIS UNITY OF PURPOSE AND MADE THEM WITHIN REACH OF

ACHIEVEMENT AND | SHALL SPARE MYSELF NOTHING TO SECOND YOUR EFFORT
AND SERVE THE COMMON GOOD OF ALL THE NATIONS WHICH ARL NOW LINKING

CONTI PAGE 2.

SEE ART 76(4)
NAY REGS

MAKE ORIGINAL ONLY, DELIVER TO COMMUNICATION WATCH OFFICER IN PERSON
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMENT

MESSAGE
PHONE EXTENSION NUMBER -  ADDRESSEES ___ PRECEDENCE
= |
FRON s PRIORITY
o ROUT INE
RELEASED BY =
a DEFERRED
DATE e [ . = AT
TOR CODEROOM = PRIORITY
-
DECODED BY = = ROUTINE
E DEFERRED

PARAPHRASED BY

i;ﬁ]ChTEﬂéY AS{ERfSE-lDDﬁESSEES FbR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY I8 SnT1SFACTﬂ&?
PAGE 2 OF ALUSNA CHUNGKING g2183g CR gsz2g.

UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED THIS DISPATCH WiLL BE TRANSMITTED W

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME FOR DEFERRED AND MAIL DELIVERY
VLB ATE e o DTN 6CT

ITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE,

TEXT -
TO THEIR RESOURCES AT HOME, THEIR COMMUNICATIONS AND THEIR FIGHTING
FORCES ON EVERY FRONT. TH‘S GROWING UNITY HAS RALLIED THE ENTIRE CHINESE
PEOPLE BEHIND IT, IN LINE WITH YOUR SUGGESTIONS | WELCOME THE PROMPT
DISPOSITION OF AMCRICAN AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON A JOINT

HEADQUARTERS PLANNING STAFF. THE QUESTION OF RUSS IAN REPRESENTATION

CAN BE CONSIDERCD AS SOON AS THIS STAFF HAS ASSEMBLED AND BEGUN ITS
DUTIES. THE PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LIAISON WITH THE COMUANDER OF THE BRIT=-
ISH FORCES IN INDIA AND THE COMMANDER OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC THEATER

CAN BC CARRIED OUT AS SOON AS THE COUMAND AND HEADQUARTERS STAFF OF THE
CHINESE THEATER HAVE BEEN ESTAELISHED. IN EVBRY SUCCESSIVE PHASE OF
DEVELOPMENT | WOULD BE HAPPY TO HAVE YOUR VIEWS AND SUGGESTIONS.

REG7/DED

HNLLA e _-a.a.'u.-..'.u.)
PBESIDENT UaSs cveeeeAlT, ;
PERSONAL FILE. -
DUMKY ,

J2183g

SEE ART 76(u4)
NAY REGS
MAKE ORIGINAL ONLY, DELIVER TO COMMUNICATION WATCH OFFICER IN PERSON



Published in

?nfnlgn Relaticne of the United Btates

1942 VYol. I GQeneral,British Commonwealth,
Tha Far East

Page LO%,

S g iy

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
REPUBLUIC OF CHINA

Februsry 26, 1942

My denr Mr. Prosident,

Genersl Chiang Fai-shek has sent =e a
messnge from Kunmming which he asked me to deliver to you in
person, and which I am enclesing heremith. As you have been
g0 generous te me in giving me your time in the past, I for-
bear to impose myself further on you unless you deslire to
discuss the message with me.

The Canadian Government ls making ar-
rangoments for me to meke B short visit to Canmda, luaving
tomorrow afternoon at & p.m. and returning in about three
days. If necossary, however, I would of scourse pestpone my
dopartura.

With high regard, I am,

Yours sincerely,

Lo, —

T« V. Soong

The Fresident
Tha White Hounse



TELEGRAM FROM GENERAL CHIANG KAI-SHEK TO DR. T, V. SOONG, DATED KUNMING, FEBRUARY 24th.

'I have conveyed to Wellington Koo the following instructions:

"] presume you have seen my farewell message to India. Please take this
opportunity to tell Churchill that I am personally shocked by the Indian military and
political situation which are in such a state that I gould never conceive of before
I arrived in India. I sm afraid Churchill himself does not know the real situation.
It may be best to talk to Cripps first and for him to inform Churchill.

"I have tried to view the colonial problem most objectively. I could not but
speak frankly of what I thought. But I feel strongly that if the Indian political
problem is not immediately and urgently sclved, the danger will be daily incressing.
If the British Government should wait until Japanese planes begin to bomb India and
the Indian morale collapses, it would alreedy be too late. If the solution 1is post=
poned until after the Japenese armies enter India, then it will be certainly too late.
If the Japanese should know of the real situation and attack India, they would be
virtually unopposed.

"If the political situation in India were to change for the better, this
may prevent the enemy from having any ambitions to enter India.

"Please convey the sbove to Cripps. Also point out that, in my opinion,
if the British Government should voluntarily give the Indians real power and do
not allow different parties in Indis to cause confusion, the Indiens would change
their attitude toward England, forget their hard feelings and become loyal to the
British Bmpire. Only such & poliey could halt the Indian trend to part from the
British Empire and make it obvious that it is umpolitie and disadvantageous to
secede from the Empire.”

Please convey my views to the President. In a word the danger is extreme.

If the British Government does not fundementally change their policy toward India,

it would be like presenting India to the enemy and inviting them to quickly occupy
Indis. When I think of it I am both worried and alarmed. Besides deluding themselves
and deluding the people with the belief that there is no immediante danger, there is no
realization that war is on and there is no determined epirit to fight. The defeat in
Malaya was so rapid, prohlbly;:,;nﬂlr reasons, and as for military preparations, the

present Indian military preparadness is very much behind even of that the British had
in Malaya.'



MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

February 25, 1942

Dear General Watson,
I enclose & letter for the
Fresident, which you have kindly promised to

deliver to him.
With kindest regards,
Yours uinc'::]‘h/,/

T« V. Soong

General Edwin M. Watson
Tha White House



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
DR. T. V. SOONG

Dear T. V.:-
Thank you ever so much for
the message from the Generalissimo.
I hope you have a good
visit in Canada. Let me xnow when
you get back.

F. D. R.



WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEFARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
OPERATIONS DIVISION
WASHINGTON

April 24, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOFKINS, WHITE HOUSE:

Attached hereto is a suggested draft for a

reply by the President to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek,

Admiral King has not seen this draft, but

General Marshall has tentatively approved it.

Will you please revise as you see fit and

return to me as soon as possible in order that reply may
Tl P

be dispatchcdﬁﬁith least practicable delay.

fﬂcuA A Lo B

DWIGHT D. EISERHOWER
Major General,
Asglstant Chief of Staff.

Inc.
Draft of reply.
DECLASSIFIED
E0. 11652, Sec. HE)
0D letter May 8, 1872

S M MAR 281973
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April 24, 1942,

Ir. T: Vs Em'
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Republic of China,

Dear [r. Soongi
Will you please dispatch the following message promptly

to Generalissime Chiang Kai-Shek?

T have just received your special message handed to me by
Dr. Soong and hasten to present to you our position relative to the
matters set forththerein. First, permit me to say that I am more
than grateful to you for sending General Hsuing Shih-Fel, meeting
whom has afforded me personally very special pleasure. His arrival
at this time is not only most opportune, but he brings qualifications
which will insure his being of particular help to our mutual cause.

As you know, I have been, for a long time, resolutely
determined that you and your army are to have every assistance that
we can send and for that reascn alone we are straining every resource
to build up with great rapidity an aerial supply line over ten thousand
miles of difficult flying and directly across the British theatres of
operations in the Middle East and Indian mm.[ﬂmra have been

disappointments to you and to me. They have occurred in spite of

anything we could d:l‘.R

R DECLASSTIER
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The United States Government is exploiting every possi-
bility to expedite the flow of Lend-Lease materials to your armies.
In & recent instance, we have taken artillery fram the small amounts
in the hands of our own troops in order to make available those badly
needed weapons to your forces. f‘;fa have commenced the bullding up of
a small but strong air force in India for ultimate employment in
the China theater. Becauss of shipping and communication diffi-
culties still existing and the loss of Rangoon, this force has been
concentrated initially in India. Moreover, because of India's
strateglc importance as the gateway to China, ﬂ-‘l} interim mission
has been assipned to this force to operate against enemy naval urdts

i ¢
threatening India. |
—

In order to tide over until ground routes are complete
from India to China, Aimerican pilots are now flying a total of
thirty-four transport airplanes fourteen thousand miles for use
on the alr freight route into China. We are extremely short of air
transports at this time, but are making them available at the expense
of our own forces, and in spite of acute shortages all along the
world-wide battle front., We are planning to provide mppracimately

one hundred such planes when faclilities are adequately prepared for

their operation. We have withdrawn pursuit airplanes from ocur own

defenses for dispateh to chma: ! - DEE:??EEI;ED
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Frior to our entry into the War, a mumber of Missions were
established in Washington by demccratic governments all over the warld
which had entered into Lend-lease agreements with us. To meet the
requisitions presented by these mlssions, the production capacity of
the United States then converted to war purposes was taxed to the
limit, and we retained for our own use only meager training allotments.
(n December 7, we werc at iar. We were immediately obliged to dis-
pateh munitions to our own forces in active theatres and to begin
equipping our own forces to ready them for the enormous battles that
must came, This created a sudden and new requirement for essential
muniticns and compelled us in certain instances to secure equipment
nemufactured in Great Britain for her own use, even while both of us
continued to send materials to other Allied Powers. Out of this
situation grew the anglo-American Joint Staff, since the United
States insisted that @1l supplies should be pocled and allocated in
accordance with the general situation. We now had as mch interest
in British supplies as they had in U. 5. production.

I fear that there may exist a rather gensral misunderstanding
concerning the functions and authority of this Anglo-American Joint
Staff and its various subsidiary bodles including the Munitions

” DECLASSIFIED
MAR 28 1973

A



Asgipgnments Board. The United States and the United Kingdom are

the only powers who are in a position to dispateh to the other
countries opposing the jods a partion of their own combat strength
as represented in airplanes, munitions, ships, naval units, and other
resources. The Staff provides the administrative machinery through
which this supporting effort is coordinated and properly balanced
between the United States and the United Kingdem according to our
raspective capacities, The existence of these combined bodies does
not preclude deliberations with all other United Nati ons regarding
pertinent strategical situations. Quite the contrary. While other
countries such as Canada or Kussia are not represented on the Anglo-
smerican Joint Material Staff, we have established a definite method
here in Washington for handling questions that involve each Allied
country. We have established a Pacific-War Council, on which all
naticns bordering on the Pacific are represented. Its members have
the task of studying political-strateglc problems and reaching
common agreement concerning them. In more technlical matters, repre-
sentatives of the particular power concerned, whether it is China,
Australia, the Dutch East Indies, or New Zealand, meet with the

Chiefs of Staff and not only present their special points of view,

@SSP  DECLASSIFIED
MAR 238 1973



but participate in formulation of decisions., I have been assured
by the United States Chief of Staff that no question concerning
your great country and its participation in this War will be acted
upon, even on the technical level, without according to your dis-
tinguished representative full and complete opportunity for collabora-
tion on a completely equal basis.
On the political level I have felt particularly fortunate
in having Dr. T. V. Socong as a manber of the Pacific War Council.
I have been deeply appreciative of the great asslstance he has been
to us through his constant readiness to supply information and advice.
I tell you without reservation that our sole aim in this
war is the defeat of the enemy, which will inswe to both our
pecples & rightful peace. We will continue to hold among our

primary objectives the interests of your magnificent nation.

Franklin D. Rooaavelt

DECLASSIFIED
f WAR 281973
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April 25, 1942
Lr. T. V. Soong,
Minister of Foreign Affaire,
fierublic of China.
LUear Dr, Soong:

Will you vlease dispatch the following message promutly to
Gener:lissimo Chiang Kaj-shek?
I have just received your special messape handed to me by
Dr. woong and hasten to present to you our position relative to the

matters set forth therein. First, permit me to say thet I am more
than greteful to you for sending “eneral Hesuing Shih-Fei, meeting
whom hes afforded me personally very epccial pleasure. His arrivel
at this time is not only most opportune, but he brings cualifications
which will ineure his being of particulsr help to our mutuanl cause,
As you know, I have been, for long time, resolutely determined
that you and your army are to have every assistance that we can send
and for thet reason alone we are straining every resource to build
up with greet rapidity an serisl supnly line over ten thousend miles
of difficult flying and directly aecross the British theatres of
operctions in the Middle Last and Indien Ocean.
The United otates Govermment is exploiting every possibility
to expedite the flow of Lend-Lease materials to your armies. In a
recent instance, we have taken artillery from the smell amounts

DECLASSIFIED
Ry Deputy Archivist of the U.S.
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o
in the hands of our own troops in order to make available those
badly needed weapons to your forces.

In order to tide over until ground routes zre complete from
India to China, American rilots are now flying a total of thirty-
four transport airplanes fourteen thousand miles for use on the
air freight route into China, Ve are extremely short of air
transports st this time, but are making them aveilable =t the
exvense of our own forces, and in spite of acute shortages all along
the world=wide battle front. le are vlanning to provide
aprroximately one hundred such nlenes when fazeilities are adecuately
orenered for their overztion., e have withérawn cursuit airrlanes
from our ovn defenses for dispatch to China,

Prior to our entry into the War, & mumber of Missions were
established in VWiashington by democratie governments z11 over the
world which had entered into Lend-Lezrse mgreements with us. To
meet the recuisitions rresented by these missions, the rrocduction
caprcity of the United Stztes then converted to war rurposes was
texed to the limit, and we retained for our own use only mezger
treining allotments, On December 7, we were at wer. lie viere
{mmedisztely obliged to disratch munitions to our own foreces in
active theatres and to begin equipping our ovm forces to reedy
them for the enormoue battles that must come. Thie crested a
sudden and new recuirement for essential munitions znd compelled

us in certzin instonces to secure ecuipment manufactured in Lre:t
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SECRH-

Pritain for her own use, even while both of us contimied to send
meterials to other Allied Fowers, Out of thie situstion crew

the Anglo-/merican Joint Staff, since the United Ststes ineisted
that all supplies should be pooled and alloeccted in accordence
with the general eituation. We now had as much interest in British
supplies as they had in U, S, production.

I fear that there may exist & rather gener:sl misunderstanding
concerning the functions and authority of this Anglo=Americen Joint
Staff and ite verious subsidizry bodies ineludine the Munitions
Assigrments Boerd., The United States and the United Kin-dom zre
the only npowers whe are in & position to dispatch to the other
countries oprosing the Axis a portion of their own combat strength
as represented in airplenes, mumnitions, ships, navel units, and
other resources., The Staff rrovides the administrative machinery
through which this supporting effort is coordinzted and properly
balanced between the United States and the United Kingdom according
to our respective capacities. The existence of these combined
bodies does not creclude deliberations with all other United Netions
regarding pertinent strategical situstions, (uite the contrary.
While other countries such as Cansda or Russia are not represented
on the Anglo-American Joint Mzterial Staff, we have established a
definite method here in lashington for hendling questions that
invelve each Allied ecountry. lie have established & Paeific lizr
Council, on vhich all nations bordering on the Pacdlic are
represented, Its members have the task of studying political-

DECLASSIFIED
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strategic problems and reaching common agreement concerning them.
In more technical matters, representntives of the rarticular

pover concerned, whether it is China, Australia, the Dutch East
Indies, or New Zealand, meet with the Chiefs of Staff and not

only present thelr special points of view, but participate in
formulation of deecisions. I have been assured by the United States
Chief of Staff that no cuestion concerning your great country and
its participetion in this war will be acted upon, even on the
technical level, without according te your distinguished represent-
ptive full and complete oprortunity for collazboration on a

complet ely ecual basis,

On the politicel level I have felt particularly fortunzte in
having Dr., T. V, Soong as a member of the Pacific War Couneil. I
have been deeply appreciative of the grest assistance he has been
to us through his constant readiness to supply information and
advice.

tell vou without reservation thot our sole aim in this war
is the defeat of the enemy, which will insure to both our peoples
8 rightful peace. e will continue to hold among our primary

objectives the interests of your magnificent nation.

DECLASSIFIED g
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Franklin D, Hoosevelt
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. THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF{ ./ }(
- WASHINGTON y" P}
MEMORANDUM \
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From: Miss Amerson (Secretary to Gemeral Malony)

. Tu.: LR T B . © D R A A A T

I am enclosing the drafts about which I

_talked to you on the telephone this aftermoon.

P. A.




THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF (A

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOPKINS

In view of the changed military situation,
I do not think the message should go in its present
form. The message from the Generalissimo, however,
does seem to require an answer. I have taken a
shot at a re-draft of the attached message in
cases you desire to use it. I have talked to General

Eisenhower about it.

HARRY



DRAFT
E-T=42

Dr. T. V. Soong,

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Republic of China.

Dear Dr. Soong:

Will you please dispatch the following message promptly to
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek?

4 I have received your special message handed to me by Dr. Soong
which I have given my careful consideration.

First permit me to tell you that I am very grateful to you for
having sent Gemeral Hsuing Shih-Fel. The exceptional qualifications
which he posseasses make him particularly wvaluable to our mutual
CAUES.

As you well know, we have attempted to our utmost power to build
an aerial supply line to you directly acrose British theaters of
operetion in the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. This we have
done in the face of an extreme shortage of air transports badly needed
by our own troops. We have taken pursuit aircraft and artillery from
our own forces for supply to you.

The recent changes brought about by enemy action have made it
necessary that our plans be revised to meet the rapidly chenging
situation as to your supply from us. We are working with the aid of
Dr. Soong to estimate the supply possibilities and to effect necessary
changes .

Prior to our entry into the War, a number of missions were es-

tablighed in Washington by the Democratic governments of the world
DE
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which had entered into Lend-Lease agreements with us. To meet the
requirements of these missions, the production capacity of the Und ted
States then converted to War purposes was texed tc the limit, and
we retained for our om use only very meager training allotments.

Upon the out-break of War, we were immediately obliged to dis-
patch mumnitions to our own forces in active theaters and to equip
our troops for the severe fighting that must follow. This brought
about a sudden and new requirement for essential munitions and
supplies and compelled us in certain instances to secure equipment
manufactured in Great Britain for her own use, while both of us con-
tinued to send materials to other Allied Powers. Out of this situation
grew the Anglo-American Joint Staff, since, upon our insistence, all
supplies were to be pooled and allocated in accordance with the
general situation.

I fear that there may have grown up some misunderstanding
concerning the functions and suthority of this Anglo-American Joint
Staff and its warious subsidiary boards including the Munitions
Assignments Board. The United States and the United Kingdom are
the only powers now in a position to dispatch to the other countries
opposing the Axis a portion of their omn combat strength as represented
in airplanes, munitions, ships, naval units, and other resources. The
Staff provides the administrative machinery through whioch this supporting
effort is coordinated between the United States and the United King-

dom according to their respective capacities for production. The
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existence of this Staff does not preclude deliberations with all
other United Nations regarding pertinent strategical situationms.
It operates quite contrary to such a conception. While other
countries such as Canada or Russia are not represented on the
Anglo-American Joint Materiel Staff, we have established a
definite method here in Washington for handling questions that in-
volve each Allied country. We have established a Pacific War Coun-
cil with representation from all nations bordering on the Pacifioc.
Its members have the task of studying political-strategic problems
and reaching common agreement comcerning them. In more technical
matters representatives of the particular powers concerned, whether
it be China, Australia, the Dutch East Indies, or New Zealand, meet
with the Chiefs of Staff and present their special points of view
and participate in the formulation of decisions. I have been
assured by the United States Chief of Staff that no question oon-

cerning your illustrious country and its participation in this War

will be moted upon without according to your distinguished representative

full and complete opportunity for cellaboration on an equal basis.
I have felt particularly fortunate in having Dr. T. V. Soong
as a member of the Pacific War Council. I am deeply appreciative
of the great assistance he has given us and his constant readiness
with information and advice,
I assure you without reservation that our sole aim im this War
is the defeat of the enemy, which will imsure to both our peoples a

rightful peace. We will continue to hold among our primary ob-

jectives the interests nation.

Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FOR THE PIESIDENT



= i ! n P

T0 LAUCHLIN CURRIE

May 13, 1942.

Thank you for your letter of April 1st, which has
Just been received. Your ardent interest and alweys
vigorous support of &ll matters connected with China
help us to reelize how closely connected Chuneking
and Weshington are.

The AVG yesterdsy attacked the Gislome zirdrome at
Hanoi, burning fifteen Japanese planes, damaging meny
others, and killins meny versonnel. We lost one pilot.

I appreciate deeply the President's kind offer to
facilitate my coming. The date of departure is uncertain,

as I must first tie up meny loose strings here.

-

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

By V. J. stevart Date_FEB 2197,
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